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THE   MAID  OF    SKER.— CONXLUSION. 

CHAPTER   LXIII. — POLLY   AT   HOME. 

Lest  any  one  should  be  surprised  athy  between  us — not  only  did  Stew, 

that    Sir  Philip    Bampfylde    could  like  an  over-sharp  fellow,  trust  one 

have  paid  two  visits  to  this  delight-  of  the  biggest  rogues  unhung — in  his 

ful  neighbourhood,  without  calling  unregenerate  dissenting    days,   and 

on  our  leading  gentleman,   and  his  before  we  gave  him  six  dozen,  which 

own  fellow-officer,  Colonel  Lougher  certainly    proved    his    salvation — (I 

— in  which  case  the  questions  con-  am  sorry  to  say  such  thincs  of  my 

cerning  Delushy  would   have  been  present  good  neighbour,  ^Riah  ;  but 

sifted  long  ago — I  had  better  say  at  here  he  is  now,  and  subscribes  to  it) 

once  what  it  was  that  stopped  him.  Hezekiah   Perkins,   whose    view  of 

When  the  General  thought  it  just  the  shipwreck,  and  learned  disquisi- 

worth  while,  though  his  hopes  were  tion  on  sand,  misled  the  poor  Coro- 

faint  about  it,  to  inquire  into  the  ner  and  all  of  the  Jury,  except  my- 

twisted  story  of  the  wreck  on  our  self,  so  blindly,   that  w^e  drowned 

coast,   as  given   by   the    celebrated  the  five  young  men,  and  smothered 

Felix  Farley  ;  the  first  authority  he  the    baby — not    only    did    Stew,    I 

applied  to  was  Coroner  Bowles,  who  say,  get  thus  far  in  bewilderment 

had    held    the    inquest.      Coroner  of  the  subject,  but  he  utterly  ruined 

Bowles  told  him  all  he  knew  (half  all  chance  of  clearing  it,  by  keep- 

of  which  was  wrong,  of  course,  by  ing    Sir    Philip    from    Candleston 

means  of  Hezekiah)  and  gave  him  a  Court ! 

letter  to  Anthony  Stew,  as  the  most  If  you  ask  me  how,  I  can  only  say, 
active  and  penetrating  magistrate  of  in  common  fairness  to  Anthony 
the  neighbourhood.  Nothing  could  Stew  (who  is  lately  gone,  poor  fel- 
have  been  more  unlucky.  Not  only  low,  to  be  cross-examined  by  some- 
did  Stew  baffle  my  desire  to  be  more  body  sharper  even  than  himself — 
candid  than  the  day  itself,  by  his  one  to  whom  1  would  never  afford 
official  browbeating,  and  the  antip-  material  for  unpleasant    questions, 
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by  speaking  amiss  of  a  man  in  his  in  the  weaker  parts  of   the  Bible, 

power — especially  when  so  needless),  such  as  are  called  the  New  Testa- 

in  a  word,  to  treat  Stew  as  I  hope  ment,  which  nobody  can  compare  to 

myself  to  be  treated  by  survivors,  I  the    works   of    my   ancestor.    King 

admit  that  he  may  not  have  wished  David ;  and  which,  if  you  put  aside 

to  keep  Sir  Philip  away  from  the  Saint  Paul,  and   Saint  Peter  (who 

Colonel.      But    the    former  having  cut  the  man's  ear  ofl^  and  rejected 

once  accepted  Stew*8  keen  hospitali-  quite  rightly  the  table-cloth),  exhibit 

ty,  and  tried  to  eat  fish  (which  1  to  my  mind  nobody  of   a  patriotic 

might  have  bettered,  had  1  known  spirit. 

of  his  being  there)  felt,  with  his  As  for  Moxy,  she  would  not  have 
usual  delicacy,  that  he  ought  not  to  been  a  woman  if  she  had  doubted 
visit  a  man  at  feud  with  the  host  about  the  value  of  high  position, 
whose  salt — and  very  little  else —  coin  of  the  realm,  and  rich  raiment 
he  was  then  enjoying.  For  Mrs.  Nevertheless  she  cried  bitterly  that 
Stew  was  more  bitter  of  course  than  this  child,  as  good  as  her  own  to  her, 
even  her  husband  against  Colonel  and  given  her  to  make  up  for  them, 
Lougher,  and  roundly  abused  him  and  now  so  clever  to  see  to  things, 
the  very  first  evening  of  Sir  Philip's  and  to  light  the  fire,  and  show  her 
stay  with  them.  So  that  the  worthy  the  way  Lady  Bluett  put  her  dress 
General  passed  the  gates  of  the  ex-  on,  should  be  taken  away  in  a  heap 
cellent  Colonel,  haQ-a-doien  times  as  it  were,  just  as  if  the  great  folk 
perhaps,  without  once  passing  had  minded  her.  She  blamed  bur 
through  them.  poor  Bunny  for  stealing  the  heart  of 
Enough  about  that ;  and  I  need  young  Watkin,  who  might  have  had 
only  say,  before  returning  to  my  own  the  maid  (according  to  his  mother's 
important  and  perhaps  sagacious  in-  fancy)  with  money  enough  to  restock 
quiries  in  Devonshire,  that  the  news,  the  farm,  now  things  had  proved  so 
so  hastily  blurted  out  by  Captain  handsome.  As  if  everybody  did  not 
Rodney  Bluett^  caused  many  glad  know  that  Bardie  would  never  think 
iiearts  in  our  parish  and  neighbour-  twice  of  Watkin ;  while  his  mother, 
hood ;  but  nevertheless  two  sad  ones,  hearing  of  the  ships  I  had  taken  (as 
Of  these  one  belonged  to  Roger  all  over  the  parish  reported),  had 
BerkroUes,  and  the  other  to  Moxy  put  poor  Watkin  on  bread  and  water, 
Thomas.  The  child  had  so  won  until  he  fell  in  love  with  Bunny ! 
upon  both  these,  not  only  by  her  However,  now  she  cried  very  severe- 
misfortunes  and  the  way  in  which  ly,  and  in  a  great  measure  she  meant 
she  bore  them,  but  by  her  loving  it 

disposition,  bright  manner,  and  do-  Leaving  all  Newton,  and  Nottage, 
-cility,  that  it  seemed  very  hard  to  and  Sker,  and  even  Bridgend  to  con- 
lose  her  so,  even  though  it  were  for  sider  these  matters,  with  a  pleasing 
her  own  good.      Upon    this  latter  divergence  of  facts  and  conclusions, 
point  Master  Berkrolles,  when  I  came  I  find  it  my  duty,  however  repug- 
to  see  him,  held  an  opinion,  the  folly  nant,   to  speak   once  more  of    my 
of  which  surprised  me,  from  a  man  of  humble  self.     In  adversity,  my  na- 
.mich  reading  and  history.     In  real  tive  dignity  and  the  true  grandeur 
earnest  he  laid  down  that  it  might  of    Cambria    have    always     united, 
be  a  very  bad  thing  for  the  maid,  acainst  my  own  feelings,  to  make  me 
and  make  against  her  happiness^  to  almost  self-confident,  or  at  any  rate 
come  of  a  sudden  into  high  position,  able  to  maintain   my  position,  and 
importance,  and  even  money.     Such  knock  under   to  nobody.      But    in 
.  sentiments  4irje  to  bo  found,  I  believe,  prosperity,  all   this  drops ;  extreme 


1872.]                          The  Maid  of  Sker, — Conclusion.  8 

affability,  and  my  native  longing  to  and  with  a  touch  of  my  own  descrip- 

give  pleasure,  mark  my  deportment  tion,  such  as  is  really  heartfelt.     Of 

towards  all  the  world  ;  and  I  almost  course  it  was  not  quite  cured  yet, 

never  commit  an  assault  and  I  felt  very  shy  about  it ;  and 

In  this  fine  and  desirable  frame  the  very  last  thing  I  desired  was 
of  mind  I  arrived  at  Nam  ton  Court  for  the  women  to  come  bothering, 
once  more,  sooner  perhaps  than  Cap-  Tush  !  I  have  no  patience  with  them ; 
tain  Bluett,  having  so  much  further  they  make  such  a  fuss  of  a  trifle, 
to  go,  burst  in  on  his  friends  at  But  being  bound  lipon  such  an 
Candleston;  although  I  have  given  errand,  and  anxious  to  conciliate 
his  story  precedence,  not  only  on  them  so  far  as  self-respect  allowed, 
account  of  his  higher  rank,  but  be-  and  knowing  that  if  I  denied  myself 
cause  of  the  hurry  he  was  in.  On  to  them,  the  movement  would  be 
the  other  hand,  my  part  seemed  to  much  greater,  I  let  them  have  peeps, 
be  of  a  nice  and  delicate  character  and  perceive  at  the  same  time  that 
— to  find  out  all  that  I  could  with-  I  really  did  want  a  new  set  of  shirts, 
out  making  any  noise  in  the  neigh-  Half-a-dozen  of  damsels  began  at 
bourhood,  to  risk  no  chance,  if  it  once  to  take  my  measure :  and  the 
might  be  helped,  of  exciting  Sir  result  will  last  my  lifetime. 
Philip  Bampfylde,  and,  above  all  But,  amid  all  this  glorification, 
things,  no  possibility  of  arousing  whenever  I  thought  of  settling,  there 
Chowne,  till  the  proper  time.  For  was  one  pretty  face  that  I  longed  to 
his  craft  was  so  great  that  he  might  see,  and  to  my  mind  it  beat  the 
destroy  every  link  of  evidence,  if  he  whole  of  them.  What  was  become 
once  knew  that  we  were  in  chase  of  of  my  pretty  Polly,  the  lover  of  my 
him ;  even  as  he  could  out-fox  a  truthful  tales,  and  did  she  still  re- 
fox,  member  a  brave,  though  not  young, 

When  things  of  importance  take  officer  in  the  Navy,  who  had  saved 
their  hinge,  a  good  deal,  upon  femi-  her  from  the  jaws  of  death,  by  catch- 
nine,  evidence,  the  first  thing  a  wise  ing  small-pox  from  her  ?  These 
man  always  does  is  to  seek  female  questions  were  answered  just  in 
instinct,  if  he  sees  his  way  to  guide  time,  and  in  the  right  manner  also, 
it  And  to  have  the  helm  of  a  wo-  by  the  appearance  of  Polly  herself, 
man,  nothing  is  so  certain  as  a  sort  outblushing  the  rose  at  sight  of  me, 
of  a  promise  of  marriage.  A  man  and  without  a  spot  on  her  face,  ex- 
need  not  go  too  very  far,  and  cept  from  the  very  smart  veil  she 
must  be  awake  about  pen  and  ink,  was  wearing.  For  she  was  no  longer 
and  witnesses,  and  so  on ;  but  if  he  a  servant  now,  but  free  and  inde- 
knows  how  to  do  it,  and  has  lost  an  pendent,  and  therefore  entitled  to 
arm  in  battle,  but  preserved  an  un-  take  the  veil,  and  she  showed  her 
usually  fine  white  beard,  and  has  high  spirit  by  doing  this,  to  the  deep 
had  another  wife  before,  who  was  indignation  of  all  our  maid-servants, 
known  to  make  too  little  of  him.  And  still  more  indignant  were  these 
the  fault  is  his  own  if  he  cannot  young  women,  when  Polly  demean- 
manage  half-a-dozen  spinsters.  ed  herself,  as  they  declared,  with  a 

My  reputation  had  outrun  me^  perfectly  shameless  and  brazen-faced 

as  it  used  to  do,  sometimes  too  often  manner  of  carrying  on  towards  the 

— ^for  in  the  despatches  my  name  noble  old  tar.     They  did  not  allow 

came  after  scarcely  more  than  fifty,  for  the  poor  thing's  gratitude  to  the 

though  it  should  have  been  one  of  only  one  who  came  nigh  her  in  her 

the    foremost    five;     however,    my  despairing  hour  and  saved  her  life 

wound  was  handsomely  chronicied,  thereby,  nor  yet  for  her  sorrow  and 
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tender  feeling  at  the  dire  consequence  not  where  she  leeves,  some  barbarous 

to  him ;  and  it  was  not  in  their  power,  name.     I  do  forget — but  she  have 

perhaps,  to  sympathise  with  the  shock  one  cousin,  a  jolly  girl,  of  the  leetle 

she  felt  at  my   maimed  and  war-  name — pray  how  can  you  make  such 

beaten  appearance.     However,  I  car-  thing  of  *  Mary  ? ' " 

ried  the  whole  of  it  off  in  a  bantering  "What,  do  you  mean  Polly?"  I 

manner,  as  usual.  asked :  ^^  that  is  what  we  make  of 

Still  there  was  one  resolution   I  Mary.     And  what  Polly  is  it  then, 

came  to,  after  long  puzzling  in  what  Madame  ?" 

way  to  cope  with  the  almost  fatal  "Yes,  Paullee,  the  Paullee  which 

difficulty  of  having  to  trust  a  woman,  have  that  horrible  pest  that  makes 

So  I  said  to  myself,  that  if  this  must  holes  in  the  faces.     '  Verole '  we  call 

be  done,  I  might  make  it  serve  two  it.      The  Paullee  that  was  in   the 

purposes — first  for  discovery  of  what  great  mansion,  until   she  have  the 

I  sought,  and  then  for  a  test  of  the  money  left,  the  niece  of  the  proud 

value  of    a  female,   about  whom  I  woman  of  manage.     You  shall  with 

had  serious  feelings.     These  were  in  great  facility  find  that  Paullee."    Of 

no  way  affected  by  some  news  I  pick-  course  I  could,  for  she  had  told  me 

ed  up  from  Nanette,  or,  as  she  now  where  I  might  call  upon  her,  which 

called  herself,  "The  widow  Heavi-  I  did  that  very  same  afternoon, 

side."     Not  that  my  old  friend  had  Andapretty  and  very  snug  cottage 

left  this  world,  but  that  he  gave  a  it  was,  just  a  furlong,  or  so,  above 

wide  berth  to  the  part  containing  the  fine  old  village  of  Braunton,  with 

his  beloved  partner.      She  with  a  four  or  five  beautiful  meadows  around 

Frenchwoman's  wit  and  sagacity  saw  it,  and  a  bright  pebbly  brook  at  the 

the  advantage  of   remaining  in  the  turn  of  the  lane.     The  cottage  itself, 

neighbourhood  of  her  wrongs;  and  even  now  in  November,  was  hung 

here  with  the  pity  now  felt  for  her,  all  over  with  China  roses,  and  honey- 

and  the  help  she  received  from  Sir  suckle  in  its  second  bloom,  which  it 

Philip  himself,  and  her  own  skill  in  often   shows  in  Devonshire.      And 

getting    up    women's  fal    lals,    she  up  at  the  window,  that  shook  off  the 

maintained  her  seven  children  clev-  thatch,  and  looked  wide-awake  as  a 

erly.     After  shedding  some  natural  dog's  house,  a  face,  more  bright  than 

tears  for  the  admired  but  fugitive  the  roses,  came,  and  went  way,  and 

Heaviside,  she  came  round,  of  course,  came  again,  to  put  a  good  face  upon 

to    her    neighbours'     affairs ;     and  being  caught 

though  she  bad  not  been  at  Nam  ton  Hereupon  I  dismissed  the  boys, 

Court  at  the  time  when  the  children  who,  with  several  rounds  of  cheers, 

were  stolen,  she  helped  me  no  little  had  escorted  me  through  Braunton  ; 

by  telling    me  where  to  find   one  and    with    genuine    thankfulness  I 

who  knew  all  that  was  known  of  it  gazed  at  the  quiet  and  pleasing  pros- 

This  was  a  farmer's  wife  now  at  pect     So  charming  now  in  the  fall 

Burrington  {as   I  found  out  after-  of  the  leaf,  what  would  it  be  in  the 

wards),  a  village  some  few  leagues  spring-time,  with  the  meadows  all 

up  the  Tawe,   and  her  name  was  breaking  anew  into  green,  and  the 

Mrs.  Shapland.  trees  all  ready  for  their  leaves  again  ? 

"From  her  my  friend  the  Captain  Also  these    bright  red   Devonshire 

shall  decouver  the  everything  of  this  cows,   all  belonging  to    Polly,   and 

horrible  affair,"  said  Nanette,   who  even    now    streaming    milkily  —  a 

now  spoke  fine  English.     "  She  was  firkin  apiece  was  the  least  to  ex- 

the — what  you  call — the  bonne,  the  pect  of   them,   in   the  merry  May 

guard  of  the  leetle  infants.    I  know  month.     A  very  deep  feeling  of  real 
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peace,   and  the    pleasure  of    small  ably,  that  amid  much  laughter  and 

things  fell  on  me;  for  a  man  of  so  many  blushes  on  the  part  of  Polly 

many  years,  and  one  arm,  might  al-  (who  pretended   to  treat  the  whole 

roost  plead  to  himself  some  right  to  thing  as  a  joke),  the  old  lady  put  on 

shed  his  experience  over  the  earth,  her  silver  goggles,  and  set  down  her 

when  his  blood  had  been  curdling  name  to  a  memorandum   prepared 

on  so  many  seas.  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  by  me. 

The  very  same  thought  was  in  Whereupon  I  quite  made  my  mind 
Polly's  eyes  when  she  ran  down  up  to  go  bravely  in  for  it,  and  re- 
and  opened  the  door  for  me.  The  compense  Polly  for  all  her  faith, 
whole  of  this  property  was  her  own  ;  and  gratitude,  and  frugality,  if  she 
or  would  be,  at  least,  when  her  old  should  prove  herself  capable  of  keep- 
grandmother  would  allow  herself  to  ing  counsel  also, 
be  buried.  That  old  woman  now  To  this  intent  I  expressed  myself 
was  ninety-five,  if  the  parsons  had  as  elegantly  as  could  be,  having  led 
minded  the  register ;  and  a  woman  Polly  out  to  the  wooden  bridge,  that 
more  fully  resolved  to  live  on  I  nobody  else  might  hear  me.  For 
never  had  the  luck  to  meet  with,  that  fine  old  woman  became  so  deaf. 
And  the  worst  of  it  was,  that  her  all  of  a  sudden,  that  I  had  no  faith 
consent  to  Polly's  marriage  was  need-  in  any  more  of  her  organs,  and  de- 
ful,  under  the  ancient  cow-keeper's  sired  to  be  at  safe  distance  from  her, 
will,  with  all  of  the  meadows  so  de-  as  we'l  as  to  learn  something  more 
scribed,  that  nobody  could  get  out  of  the  cows.  Nor  did  I  miss  the 
of  them.  Hereupon,  somehow,  I  chance ;  for  all  of  them  having  been 
managed  to  see  that  a  very  bold  milked  by  Polly,  came  up  to  know 
stroke  was  needed.  And  I  took  it,  what  I  had  to  say  to  her,  and  their 
and  won  the  old  lady  over,  by  down-  smell  was  beautiful.  So  I  gave 
right  defiance.  I  told  her  that  she  them  a  bit  of  salt  out  of  my  pocket, 
was  a  great  deal  too  young  to  have  such  as  I  always  carry,  and  offered 
any  right  to  an  opinion ;  and  when  them  some  tobacco ;  and  they  put 
she  should  come  to  my  time  of  life,  out  their  broad  lips  for  the  one,  and 
she  would  find  me  ready  to  hearken  snorted  and  sneezed  at  the  other, 
her.  She  said  that  no  doubt  it  When  these  valuable  cows  were  gone 
was  bred  from  the  wars  for  sailors  to  to  have  a  little  more  grazing,  I  just 
talk  80  bravely  ;  but  that  I  ought  to  made  Polly  aware  of  the  chance  that 
know  better — with  a  fie,  and  a  sigh,  appeared  to  be  open  before  us.  In 
and  a  fie  again.  To  none  of  this  short,  I  laid  clearly  before  her  the 
would  I  give  ear,  but  began  to  re-  whole  of  my  recent  grand  disco v- 
buke  all  the  young  generations,  ery,  proving  distinctly  that  with 
holding  to  ridicule  those  very  points  nothing  more  than  a  little  proper 
upon  which  they  especially  plume  management,  I  possessed  therein  at 
themselves,  until  this  most  excel-  least  an  equivalent  for  her  snug 
lent  woman  began  to  count  all  her  meadow  homestead,  and  all  the 
cows  on  her  fingers.  milch-cows    and    the    trout-stream. 

**  Her  can't  have  them.     No,  her  Only  she  must  not  forget  one  thing, 

shan't  have  they,"  she  cried,  with  a  namely,    that    the    whole    of    this 

power  which  proved  that  she  saw  value  would  vanish,  if  a  single  word 

them  dropping  into  my  jaws  almost ;  of  this  story  were  breathed  any  f ur- 

"her  han't  a  got  'em  yet;  and  why  ther  off  than  our  own  two  selves,  un- 

should  her  have  'em  ?"  til  the  time  was  ripe  for  it    Of  course 

Into    this  very  fine  feeling    and  I  had  not  been  quite  such  a  fool  as 

sense  of  possession  I  entered  so  ami-  to  give  Nanette  the  smallest  inklihg 
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of  any  motive  on  my  part  beyond  much  by  experience  on  this  subject ; 
that  pure  curiosity,  with  which  she  when  they  ought  to  know  that  ex- 
could  so  well  sympathise.  Also  it  perience  never  does  apply  to  women, 
had  been  settled  between  Captain  any  more  than  reason  does. 
Bluett  ahd  myself,  that  a  fortnight  Nevertheless  my  Polly  saw  the 
was  to  be  allowed  me  for  hunting  way  in  and  out  of  a  lot  of  things, 
up  all  the  evidence,  before  he  should  which  to  me  were  difficult  Espe- 
cross  the  Channel ;  unless  I  took  it  cially  as  to  the  manner  of  handling 
on  myself  to  fetch  him.  her  cousin,  Mrs.    Shapland,  a  very 

Polly  opened  her  blue  eyes  to  good  woman  in  her  way,  but  a  tick- 
such  a  size  at  all  I  told  her,  that  I  lish  one  to  deal  with.  And  all  the 
became  quite  uneasy  lest  she  should  credit  for  all  the  truth  we  got  out  of 
open  her  mouth  in  proportion.  For  Mrs.  Shapland  belongs  not  to  me 
if  my  discovery  once  took  wind  (any  more  than  herself),  but  goes 
before  its  entire  completion,  there  down  in  a  lump  to  poor  Polly, 
would  be  at  least  fifty  jealous  fel-  To  pass  this  lightly— as  now  be- 
lows  thrusting  their  oars  into  my  hoves  me — ^just  let  me  tell  what 
own  rowlocks,  and  robbing  me  of  Susan  Shapland  said,  when  I  worked 
my  own  private  enterprise.  Also  it  out  of  her.  Any  man  can  get  the 
Miss  Polly  gave  way  to  a  feeling  of  truth  out  of  a  woman,  if  he  knows 
anger  and  indignation,  which  cer-  the  way ;  I  mean,  of  course,  so  far 
tainly  might  be  to  some  extent  nat-  as  she  has  been  able  to  receive  it. 
ural,  but  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  To  expect  more  than  this  is  unrea- 
in  a  far  greater  measure  indiscreet,  sonable ;  and  to  get  that  much  is 
and  even  perilous.  wonderful.     However,  Polly  and  I, 

"Oh   the  villain  I    oh    the    cruel  between  us,  did  get  a  good  deal  of  it. 

villain  I"   she  exclaimed,  in  a  voice  Of    course,  we  did  not  let    this 

that  quite  alarmed  me,  considering  good  woman  even  guess  what  we 

how  near  the  footpath  was  ;    "  and  wanted  with  her ;  only  we  borrowed 

a  minister  of  the  Gospel  too !    Oh  a  farmer's  cart  from  Bang,  my  old 

the  poor  little  babes,  one  adrift  on  boy,  who  was  now  set  up  in  a  farm 

the  sea,  and  the  other  among  them  on  his  grandmother's  ashes  ;  and  his 

naked  savages  1     What  a  mercy  as  horse  was  not  to  be  found  fault  with, 

they  didn't  eat  him !     And  to  blame  if  a  man   did   his   duty   in   lashing 

the  whole  of  it  on  a  nice,  harmless,  him.     This  I  was  ready  to  itnder- 

kind-spoken,   handsome    gentleman,  stand,  when  pointed  out  by  Polly ; 

like  our  Captain !     Oh,  let  me  get  and  he  never  hoisted  iiis   tail   but 

hold  of  him !"  what  I  raked  him  under  his  counter. 

'*  That,  my  dear  Polly,  we  never  So  after  a  long  hill,  commanding 

shall  do,  if  you  raise  your  voice  in  miles  and  miles  of  the  course  of  the 

this  way.     Now  come    away   from  river,  we  fetched  up  in  the  courtyard 

these  trees  with  the  ivy,  and  let  us  of  Farmer  Shapland,  and  found  his 

speak  very  quietly."  wife    a   brisk    sharp    woman,  quite 

This  dear  creature  did  (as  nearly  ready  to  tell  her  story.    But  what  she 

as  could  be  expected),  what  I  told  did  first,  and  for  us,  at  this  moment, 

her ;   so  that  I  really  need  not  re-  was  to  rouse  up  the  fire  with  a  great 

pent  of  my  noble  faith  in  the  female  dry  fagot,  crackling^  and  sparkling 

race.     This    encouraged   me  ;    from  merrily.     For  the  mist  of  November 

its  tendency  to  abolish  prejudice,  and  was  now  beginning  to  crawl  up  the 

to  let  the  weaker  vessels  show  that  wavering  valley,  and  the  fading  light 

there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  cprk  to  from  the  west  struck  coldly  on  the 

them.     Men  are  apt  to   judge  too  winding  river. 
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In  such  a  case,  and  after  a  drive  and  then  draw  in  his  breath  with  a 

of  many  miles  and  much  scenery,  drop  of  it — what  can  he  want  with 

any  man  loves  to  see  pots  and  pans  any  scenery  out  of  the  window,  or 

goaded    briskly    to    bubbling    and  outside  his  waistcoat  ? 

sputtering,  or  even  to  help  in   the  Such  was   my   case,  I  declare  to 

business  himself,  so  far  as  the  cook  you,  in  that  hospitable  house  with 

will  put  up  with  it.     And  then  if  a  these  good  people  of  Burrington ;  nor 

foolish  good  woman  allows  him  (as  could  we  fall  to  any  other  business, 

pride  sometimes  induces  her)  to  lift  until  this  was  done  with ;  then  after 

up  a  potlid  when  trembling  with  dark  we  drew  round  the  fire,  with 

flavour,  or  give  a  shake  to  the  iry-  a  black-jack  of   grand  old  ale,  and 

ing-pan  in  the  ecstasy  of  crackling,  our  pipes,  to  hear  Mrs.  Shapland's 

or  even  to  blow  on  the  iron  spoon,  story. 


CHAPTER  LXIV. — SUSAN  QUITE  ACQUITS  HEBSELF. 

It  really  does  seem  as  wise  a  plan  given ;  but   they  foreigners   always 

as  any  I  am  acquainted  with,  to  let  do  belie  them.     Too   soon  always, 

this  good  woman  act  according  to  or  too  late  ;    and   these  two   little 

the  constitution  of    her  sex, — that  dears  was  too  soon,  by  reason  of  the 

is  to  say,  to  say  her  say,  and  never  wonderful  child  the  eldest  one  was 

be  contradicted.      We  contradicted  prepared  for.  A  maid  she  was,  and  the 

her  once  or  twice,  to  reconcile  her  other  a  boy ;  two  real  beauties  both 

to  herself ;  but  all  that  came  of  it  of  them ;  as  fair  as  could  be,  with 

was  to  make  her  contradict  perhaps  little  clear  dots  under  their  skin,  in 

herself,  but  certainly  us,  ten  times  comer  places,  because  of  their  mo- 

as  much.     She  did  her  best  to  ex-  ther  the  Princess.     But  nothing  as 

plain  her  meaning;   and  we  really  any  one  would  observe,  except  for 

ought  to  enter  more  into  their  dis-  a  beauty  to  both  of  them.     The  boy 

abilities.     Therefore  let  her  tell  her  was    the    biggest,   though  the    girl 

story,  as  nearly  in  her  own  words,  came  first ;  and  first  was  her  nature 

poor  thing,  as  my  sense  of  the  Eng-  in  everything,  except,  of  course,  in 

lish  language  can  in  any  style  agree  fatness,   and  by  reason   of    always 

with.  dancing.     Not  six  months  old  was 

**  I  was  nurse  at  Namton  Court,  that  child  before  she  could  dance 

ever  so  many  years  ago — when  my  on  the  kitchen  table,  with  only  one 

name  was  Susan  Moggeridge, — Char-  hand  to  hold  her  up,  and  a  pleasure 

ley,  you  cannot  deny  it,  you  know  ;  it  was  to  look  at  her.     And  laugh 

and  all  of   us  must  be  content  to  with  her  little  funny  face,  and  nod 

grow  old,   it  is  foolish  to  look  at  her  head,  she  would,  as  if  she  saw 

things  otherwise.     Twelve  and  six,  to  the  bottom  of  everything.     And 

that  makes  eighteen;  now.   Captain  when   she  were  scarce   turned  the 

"Wells,  you  know  it  do ;  and,  Char-  twelvemonth,  she  could  run,  like — 

ley,  can  you  say  otherwise  ?    Then  oh,  just  like  anything,  and  roll  over 

it  must  have  been  eighteen  years  and  over  on    the    grass    with  her 

agone,  when  I  was  took  on  for  un-  *  Pomyolianian   dog,*  as    she  called 

der-nurse,  because  the  Princess  was  him,  and  there  wasn't  a  word  in  the 

expecting,  the  same  as  the  butler  language  as  ever  come  amiss  to  her, 

told  me.     And  it  came  to  pass  on  a  but  for  the  r's  or  the    y's  in  it 

Sunday  nighty  with  two  miles  away  Words    such    as    I    could    lay    no 

from  the  doctor.     Orders  had  been  tongue  to,  she  would  take  and  pro- 
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nounce  right  of^  and  then  laugh  at  the  title ;   but  his  clever  sister  she 

herself  and  everybody.      And   the  always  called  him    *  little  brother/ 

way  she  used  to  put  her  hands  out,  as  if  he  was  just  bom  almost,  when 

laying  down  the  law  to  all  of  us — ^we  he    weighed    pretty  nearly  two  of 

didn't  want  a  showman  in  the  house  her. 

so  long  as  we  had  Miss  Bertha,  or  "Sir  Philip,  the  good  old  gentle- 

*  Bardie,*     as    she    called    herself,  man,   was  away  in    foreign    parts, 

though  cliristened  after  her  mother,  they  said,  or  commanding  some  of 

Everybody,  the  poor  little  mite,  she  the  colonies,  up  to  the  time  when 

expected    everybody    to    know  her  these  two  twins    were   close   upon 

name  and  all  about  her  ;   and  no-  two  years  old,  or  so.     I  remember 

thing  put  her  in  such  a  passion  as  quite  well  when  he  came  home  with 

to   pretend   not  to   know   who   she  his  luggage  marked  *  General  Bamp- 

was.       *rse   Bardie,*    she    used   to  fylde;*   and   we   said   it  was   disre- 

cry  out,  with  her  little  hands  spread,  spectf  ul  of   the  Government  to  call 

and  her  bright  eyes  flashing ;  *  Tse  him   so,  when   his   true   name  was 

Bardic,    I   tell   'a ;    and    everybody  *  Sir   Philip.'      He   had   never   seen 

knows  it.'     Oh  yes,  and  she  never  his    grandchildren     till     now,    and 

could  say  *  th' — but  *  niss'  and  *  nat,'  what  a  fuss  he  made  with  them  I 

for  this  and  that.     And  how  angry  But  they  had  scarcely  time  to  know 

she  used  to  be,  to  be  sure,  if  anybody  him,  before  they  were  sadly  mur- 

mocked  her,  as  we  used  to  do  for  dered ;    or  worse,    perhaps,    for   all 

the  fun  of  it     But  even  there,  she  that  any  one  knows  to  the  contrary, 

was  up  to  us,  for  she  began  to  talk  Because   Sir   Philip's  younger    son, 

French,  for  revenge  upon  us,  having  Captain     Drake     Bampfylde,    came 

taken  the  trick  from  her  mother.  from  the  seas  and  America,  just  at 

"Likewise  the  boy  was  a  differ-  this   time.     No   one   expected   him, 

ent  child  altogether,  in  many  ways,  of  course,  from  among  such  distant 

He  scarcely  could  learn  to  speak  at  places ;  and  he  had  not  been  homo 

all,  because  he  was  a  very  fine  child  for  three   years   at  least,  and  how 

indeed,  and  quiet,  and  fat,  and  easy,  noble   he   did  look,    until  we    saw 

He  would  lie  b}*^    for  hours   on  a  how  his  shirts  were  cobbled  I     And 

velvet  cushion,  and  watch  his  little  every  one  all  about  the  place  said 

sister  having  her  perpetual  round  of  that  his  little  finger  was  worth  the 

play.     Dolls,  and  horses,  and  "Noah's  whole   of    the   Squire's    body.     15e- 

arks,  and  all  the  things  that  were  cause  the  Squire,  his  elder  brother, 

alive  to  her,  and  she  talking  to  them  and  the  heir  of  Sir  Philip,  was  of  a 

whiles  the  hour, — he  took  no  more  nature,    not    to   say — but   I   cannot 

notice  than  just  to  stroke  them,  and  make  it  clear  to  you.     No  one  could 

say,  *  Boo,  boo  1 '  or  *  Poor,  poor  ! '  say   a  word   against   him  ;  only  he 

which  was  nearly  all  that  he  could  were  not,   what  you  may  call  it, — 

say.     Not  that  he  was  to  blame,  of  not  as  we  Devonshire  people  are, 

course,  nor  would  any  one  having  — not  with  a  smile  and  kind  look 

sense  think  of  it,  especially  after  he  of    the  eye,    the  same  as   Captain 

took  the  pink  fever,  and  it  struck  Drake  was. 

to  his  head,  and  they  cut  his  hair  "This  poor  Captain  Drake — poor 

off.      Beautiful   curls   as   was    ever  or  bad,  I  scarce  know  which  to  put  it, 

seen,   and    some    of   them    in    my  after  all  I  have  hoard  of  him — any- 

drawer  up-stairs  now,  with  the  col-  how  his  mind  was  set  upon  a  little 

our  of   gold    streaking  over  them,  chit  of  a  thing,  not  more  than   fif- 

Philip  his  name  was,  of  course,  from  teen  at  this  time.     Her  name  was 

Sir  Philip,   and  being  the  heir  to  Isabel   Carey,   and   her  father  had 
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been  a  nobleman,  and  when  he  de-  went  about  with  no  clothes  on. 
parted  this  life,  he  ordered  her  off  There  was  one  of  these  known  to  be 
to  Narnton  Court  So  she  did  at  down  on  the  burrows  a-bathing  of 
an  early  age ;  and  being  so  beau-  his  wife  and  family,  if  a  decent  wo- 
tiful,  as  some  thought,  she  was  des-  man  may  name  them  so.  Well,  the 
perate  with  the  Captain.  They  used  whole  of  these  gay  goings  on,  to 
to  go  walking  all  up  in  the  woods,  celebrate  the  return  of  Sir  Philip, 
or  down  on  the  river  in  a  boat,  and  of  Captain  Drake,  and  all  that 
until  it  was  too  bad  of  them.  The  they  owed  to  the  Lord  for  His  good- 
. Captain,  I  daresay,  meant  no  harm,  ness,  was  to  finish  up  with  a  great 
and  perhaps  he  did  none ;  but  still  dinner  to  all  the  tenants  on  the  pro- 
there  are  sure  to  be  talkative  people  perty ;  and  then  on  the  children's 
who  want  to  give  their  opinions,  birthday,  a  feasting  of  all  the  gentry 
If  Charley  had  carried  on  so  with  around ;  and  a  dance  with  all  sorts 
me,  whatever  should  I  have  thought  of  outlandish  dresses  and  masks  on, 
of  myself  in  the  evening.     For  the  fashion  of 

"  Well,  there  was  everybody  say-  this  was  come  down  from  London, 

ing  very  fine  things  to  everybody,  and  there  had  been  a  party  of  this 

gay  doings  likewise,  and  great  feasts,  sort   over    to    Lord    Basset's    and 

and  singing,  and  dancing,   and  all  the  neighbourhood  was  wild  with  it. 

the  rest.     And  the  Captain  hired  a  And  after  this  everything  was  to  be 

pleasure-boat,    by  name  the    *  Wild  quiet,    because   ray  Lady  the   Prin- 

Duck   of  Appledore  ;*  and  1   never  cess  Bertha  was  again  beginning  to 

shall  forget  the  day  when  he   took  expect  almost. 

a  whole    pack  of  us  for  a  sail  out  "And  now.    Captain   Wells,  you 

over  Barnstaple  bar  and  back.     I  would  hardly  believe  what  a  blow 

was  forced  to  go,  because  he  needs  there  was  sent,  by  the  will  of  the 

must  take  the  children ;  and  several  Lord,    upon    all    of    this    riot    and 

even  old  people  were   sick,  but  no  revelry.     There    was    many    of    us 

one  a  quarter  so  bad  as  me.     And  it  having  pious  disposals,  as  well  as 

came  into  my  mind  in   that    state,  religious  bringings  Up,  whose  stom- 

that  he  was  longing,  as  well  as  wel-  achs    really    was    turned    by    the 

come,  to  cast  us  all  into  the  raging  worldliness     as    was    around     us. 

sea.      However,  the  Lord  preserved  Young  ladies  of  the  very  best  fami- 

us.     This  little  ship  had  one  mast,  lies,  instead  of  turning  their  minds 

as  they  call  it,  and  he  kept  her  gen-  to  the  Lord,  turning  of  themselves 

erally  in  a  little  bend  just  above  the  about,  with  young  men  laying  hold 

salmon-weir,  so  as   to   see  the  men  of  them,  as  if  there  was  nothing  more 

draw  the  pool,  and  himself  to  shoot  to  be  said  than  *■  Kiss  me  quick ! '  and, 

the  wild- fowl,  from  a  covered  place  *  Til  do  it  again ! '     But  there  was  a 

there  is ;  and  by  reason  of  being  so  judgment  coming.     They  might  lay 

long  at  sea,  he  could  not  sleep  com-  the  blame  on  me,  if  they  like.  There 

fortable    at    the   Court,   but    must  is  folk  as  knows  better, 

needs  make  his  bed  in  this  pleasur-  "  That  very  night  it  was   so  hot 

ing-ship,  and  to  it  he  used  to  go  to  with   the   sun  coming  up  from  the 

and  fro  in  a  little  white  boat  as  be-  river,  that  even  the  great  hall  the 

longed  to  it.  dance  was  to  be  in,  was  only  fit  to 

"  All  this  time  the  weather  was  lie  down  in.     So  that  Captain  Drake, 
so  hot  we  could  scarcely  bear  our  ,in    his    man-of-war    voice,    shouted 

clothes  on,  and  were  ready  to  envy  (and  I  think  I  can  hear  him  now), 

them  scandalous   savages  belonging  'Ladies   and  gentlemen,    I   propose 

to  the  famous  Parson  Chowne,  who  that  we  have  our  dance  out  on  the 
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terrace.'     This  was  the  open  made-  that  little  Bertha  was  as  wide-awake 

up  flat  between  the  house  and   the  as  a  lark  on  her  nest  in  the  morn- 

river,  and  the   Captain's   offer  was  ing.      Everywhere  she  was  looking 

caught  up  at,  directly  the  gentlefolk  about  for   somebody   to    encourage 

seen  the  moon.  her  to  have  *  more  play,'  as  she  al- 

"  Here  they  were  going  on  ever  ways  called  for ;  and  *  more  play ' 
so  long ;  and  the  more  of  twirling  continually.  That  child  was  so  full 
round  they  had,  and  of  making  of  life,  it  was '^  more  play'  all  day 
heel  and  toe,  and  crossing  arms  and  long  with  herl  And  even  now,  in 
even  frontesses,  the  more  they  seemed  the  fiery  heat  and  thorough  down 
to  like  it;  also  the  music  up  and  thirst  of  the  weather,  nothing  was 
down  almost  as  bad  as  they  was ;  further  from  her  mind  than  to  go 
so  that  what  with  the  harlequin  to  bed  without  a  gambol  for  it. 
dresses,  and  masquerading,  and  She  had  nothing  on  but  her  little 
mummeries,  scarcely  any  one  could  shift,  or  under  frock  I  should  call 
have  the  head  to  be  sure  of  any  one  it,  made  by  myself,  when  the  hot 
else  almost.  I  could  not  help  look-  weather  came,  from  a  new  jemmy  set 
ing  at  them,  although  my  place  was  of  the  Princess,  and  cut  out  by  my 
to  heed  the  children  only,  and  keep  lady  to  fit  her  for  the  sake  of  the 
them  out  of  mischief,  and  take  them  coolness.  Her  grand  white  upper 
to  bed  at  the  proper  time.  But  frock,  trimmed  with  lace,  had  been 
Captain  Drake,  who  was  here,  there,  taken  off  by  her  papa,  I  believe, 
and  elsewhere,  making  himself  when  the  visitors  would  have  her 
agreeable,  up  he  comes  to  me  with  dance  on  the  table,  and  make 
a  bottle,  and  he  says,  *  Mary,  have  speeches  to  them ;  the  poor  little 
some.'  *My  name  is  not  Mary,  but  soul  was  so  quick  and  so  hot 
Susan,  sir,  and  much  at  your  ser-  "Well,  I  do  declare  to  you.  Cap- 
vice,'  I  answered ;  so  that  he  poured  t^in  Wells,  and  Charley,  Polly  like- 
me  a  great  glassful,  and  said  that  it  wise,  which  will  believe  me,  though 
was  Sam — something.  I  was  not  the  men  may  not,  it  was  not  more 
so  rude  as  to  give  him  denial,  but  than  a  minute  or  so  much,  perhaps 
made  him  a  curtsy,  and  drank  it,  I  should  say  not  half  a  minute,  as 
for  it  was  not  so  strong  as  my  I  happened  to  turn  round  to  pass  a 
father's  cider ;  no,  nor  so  good  to  compliment  with  a  young  man  as 
my  liking.  And  for  any  to  say  seemed  struck  with  me  the  Sunday 
that  it  got  in  my  head,  shows  a  before  in  church-time;  a  sailor  he 
very  spiteful  woman.  The  Captain  were,  and  had  come  with  the  Cap- 
went  on  to  the  other  maids,  as  were  tain,  and  was  his  mate  of  the  plea- 
looking  on  for  the  life  of  them,  all  sure-boat  A  right  down  handsome 
being  out-of-doors  you  must  mind,  young  man  he  was — no  call  for  you 
and  longing  to  have  their  turn  at  it  to  be  jealous,  Charley.  Beneath  the 
But  I  held  myself  above  them  al-  salt  waves  he  do  lie.  Well,  I  turned 
ways,  and  went  back  to  my  chil-  back  my  head  in  about  five  seconds, 
dren.  and  both  of  the  babes  was  gone  out 

**  These  were    in  a  little    bower  of  my  sight  I      At  first  I  were  not 

made    up    for    the    occasion,    with  frightened  much.     I  took  it  for  one 

boughs  of  trees,  and  twisted  wood,  of  Miss  Bertha's  tricks,  to  make  off 

and   moss  from  the    forest    to    lie  with  her  little  brother.      So  strong 

upon.     Master  Philip  was  tired  and.  she  was  on  her  legs,  though   light, 

heavy,  and  working  his  eyes  with  that  many  a    time  she  would  lift 

the  backs  of  his  hands,  and  yawn-  him    up  by  his  middle   and  carry 

ing,  and  falling  away  almost     But  him  half  round  the  room,  and  then 
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both  of  them   break  out  laughmg.  over  the  parapetch  at  a  place  where 

'  ril  whip  you,  you  see  if  I  don^'  the  water  is  always  deep,  and  seeing 

I  cried,  as  I  ran  round  the  comer  the    fishermen    from    the    salmon- 

to    seek    for    them ;    though    whip  weir  dragging    their   nets    for    the 

them  I  never  did,  poor  dears,  any  poor  mites    of    bodies.       And    my 

more  than   their  own  mother  did.  blood  seemed  to  curdle  inside  me 

I  ran  all  about,  for  five  minutes  at  almost,  every  time   they  came  out 

least,  around  and  among  the  branches  with  a   stone    or  a  log.      Nothing 

stuck  in   to  make  the  bower,  and  was  found  from  that  night  to  this 

every  moment  I  made  up  my  mind  day,  and  nothing  will  ever  be  found 

for  Miss  Bardie  to  pop  out  on  me.  of  it     I  was  discharged,  and  a  great 

But  pop  out  she  never  did,  nor  will,  many  others ;  not  the  first  time  in 

until  the  day  of  judgment.  this  world,  I  believe,  when  the  bot- 

"  When  I  began  to  see  something  torn  of  the  whole  was  witchcraft, 
more  than  an  innocent  baby  trick  Here,  Charley,  put  something  hot 
in  it,  and  to  think  (I  daresay)  of  in  my  glass ;  the  evenings  are 
these  two  babies'  value,  with  all  the  getting  so  dark ;  and  I  never  can 
land  they  were  born  to,  the  first  see  the  moon  and  the  water,  like 
thing  I  did  was  to  call  out  *  Jack  I '  that,  and  the  trees,  without  remem- 
such  being  all  sailors^  names,  of  bering.  Now  ask  me  no  more,  if 
course.  But  Jack  was  gone  out  of  you  please,  good  people." 
all  hearing;  and  most  folk  said  it  When  Mrs.  Shapland  had  fin- 
was  Jack  that  took  them  !  To  the  ished  this  tale,  and  was  taking  some 
contrary  I  could  swear;  but  who  well-earned  refreshment,  Polly  and 
would  listen  to  me  when  the  lie  I  looked  at  one  another,  as  much 
went  out  that  I  was  entirely  tipsy  ?  as  to  say,  "  That  settles  it"     Nor 

**  Of    the    rest    I    cannot    speak  did  we    press  her  with  any  more 

clearly,  because  my  heart  flew  right  questions  until   her  mind    had  re- 

up  into  my  brain,  directly  moment  covered    its    tone  by  frying    some 

the  people  came  round  shouting  at  slices  of  ham  cut  thin,  and  half-a- 

me  for  the  children.     And  of  these  dozen  new-laid  eggs  for  us.     Then, 

the  very  worst  was  Parson  Chowne.  I  approached    her   with    no    small 

If  it  had  been  his  own  only  chil-  praise,  which  she  deserved,  and  ap- 

dren — such  as  he    says  he   is  too  peared  (so  far  as  I  could  judge)  to 

good  to  have  —  he   scarcely  could  desire,   perhaps ;   and  with  a  little 

have  been  more  rampagious,  not  to  skill    on    my  part,   she    was    soon 

use  worse  words  of  him.     The  first  warmed    up    again,    having    tasted 

thing    that    every  one    ran    to,    of  egg-flip,  to  be  sure  of  it 

course,  was  the  parapetch  and  the  '*Yes,    Captain   Wells,    you    can 

river,  and  a  great  cry  was  made  for  see  through  the  whole  of  it     Sailors 

Captain     Drake    Bampfylde,    from  can  understand  a  river,  when  nobody 

his    knowledge   of    the  waterways,  else  knows  anything.     The  Captain 

But,   though  all  the   evening  fore-  came  forward  as  soon  as  he  could, 

most  in  conducting  everything,  now  and  he  says,  *  You  fools,  what  are 

there  was  no  sign  to  be  had  of  him,  you  about  ?    An  hour  ago  the  tide 

or  of  who  had  seen  him  last     And  was    running  five    knots    an    hour 

it  must  have  been  an  hour  ere  ever  where  you  be  dragging  I     If  the  poor 

he  come,  and  then  of  course  it  was  children    fell    over,    they   must    be 

too  late.  down  river-bar  by  this  time.'     And 

"  I  was  so  beside  myself  all  that  oif  he  set  out  on  a  galloping  horse, 

night  that  I  cannot  tell    how  the  to  scurry   the  sand-hills   somehow, 

time  went  by.     I  remember  looking  And  scurry  was  now  the  whole  of 
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it.  Sir  Philip  came  forth,  and  that  burying  two  small  bodies  that  night, 
poor  Squire  Philip ;  and  a  thousand  in  the  depth  of  Braunton  Wilder- 
pounds  was  as  freely  talked  of  as  if  ness ;  though  nothing  was  heard  of 
it  was  halfpence.  And  every  one  was  it  till  the  next  week,  through  the 
to  be  put  in  prison  ;  especially  me,  savageness  of  the  witness ;  and  by 
if  you  please,  as  blameless  as  the  that  time  the  fierce  storm  on  the 
unborn  babe  was !  And  that  very  Sunday  had  changed  the  whole 
night  the  Princess  were  taken,  and  face  of  the  burrows,  so  that  to  find 
died  the  next  day,  upsetting  every-  the  spot  was  impossible.  Sixth,  it 
thing,  ever  so  much  worse  than  ever,  was  now  recalled  to  mind  that 
For  poor  Squire  Philip  fell  into  a  Drake  Bampfylde  had  killed  a  poor 
trance,  so  to  say,  out  of  sheer  vexa-  schoolfellow  in  his  young  days,  for 
tion.  He  cried  out  that  the  hand  which  the  Lord  had  most  righteously 
of  the  Lord  was  upon  him,  and  too  sent  a  shark  in  pursuit  of  him.  It 
heavy  for  him  to  bear — particular  was  likely  enough  that  he  would  go 
from  his  own  brother.  And  after  on  killing  children  upon  occasion, 
that  not  an  inch  would  he  budge  Seventh  reason,  and  perhaps  worth 
to  make  inquiry  or  anything,  but  all  the  rest — only  think  what  a 
shut  himself  up  in  his  dead  wife's  motive  he  had  for  it  No  one  else 
rooms,  and  there  he  have  moped  could  gain  sixpence  by  it ;  Drake 
from  that  day  to  this,  in  a  living  Bampfylde  would  gain  every  thing- 
grave,  as  you  may  call  it"  the  succession  to  the  title  and 
In  reply  to  my  question  what  estates,  and  the  immediate  right  to 
reasons  the  Squire,  or  any  one  else,  aspire  to  the  hand  of  the  beautiful 
might  have  for  charging  the  Captain  heiress,  Miss  Carey,  who  was  known 
with  so  vile  a  deed,  this  excellent  to  favour  him. 

woman  set  them  forth  pretty  much  Thus  the  common  people  reas- 
to  the  following  purport  First,  it  oned ;  but  our  Susan  attached  no 
was  the  Captain  himself  who  pro-  weight  to  any  except  the  last  argu- 
posed  the  dancing  on  the  terrace,  ment  As  for  one,  she  knew  quite 
Second,  it  was  his  own  man  who  well  that  the  young  seaman  saun- 
drew  her  attention  away  from  the  tered  there  quite  by  chance,  and 
children,  after  a  goblet  of  wine  had  quite  by  chance  she  spoke  to  him : 
been  administered  by  the  master,  and  as  for  wine,  she  could  take  a 
Third,  it  was  his  own  boat  which  quart  of  her  father's  cider,  and  feel 
was  missing,  and  never  heard  of  it  less  than  she  could  describe  to 
afterwards.  Fourth,  the  Captain  any  one;  and  as  for  a  rummer  of 
himself  disappeared  from  the  party  that  stuflf  she  had,  it  was  quite 
at  the  very  time  that  the  children  below  contempt  to  her.  And  con- 
were  stolen,  and  refused  to  say  cerning  the  Captain  just  being  away, 
whither,  or  why,  he  was  gone,  and  declining  to  say  where  he  was, 
Tha  t  active  and  shrewd  man  Parson  like  a  gentleman  ;  none  but  ignorant 
Chowne  no  sooner  heard  of  the  loss  folk  could  pretend  not  to  know 
than  he  raised  a  cry  for  the  Captain  what  that  meant.  Of  course  he 
all  over  the  terrace,  to  come  and  was  gone,  between  the  dances,  for 
command  the  fishermen ;  and  though  a  little  cool  walk  in  the  firwoods, 
as  a  friend  of  the  family  Chowne  together  with  his  Isabel ;  and  to 
would  never  express  an  opinion,  he  expose  her  name  to  the  public, 
could  not  undo  that  sad  shake  of  with  their  nasty  way  of  regarding 
the  head  which  he  gave  when  no  things,  was  utterly  out  of  the 
Captain  could  be  found.  Fifth,  a  question  to  a  real  British  oflScer ! 
man  with  a  Captain's  hat  was  seen  And  to  finish  it,  Mrs.  Shapland  said 
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that    she    was    almost    what    you  than  was  needful,  just  to  keep  her 

might  call    a    young  woman    even  talking.     Experience  shows  us  that 

now ;   at  any  rate  with   ten  times  this  need  be  very  little  indeed,   if 

the  sense  any  of  the  young  ones  anything,    in     a    female     dialogue, 

were  up  to.     And  ten  years  of  her  But  now  T  was  brought  to  such  a 

life    she    would    give,    if    Charley  pitch   of  tenderness    by   this  time, 

would  allow  of  her,  to  know  what  with   my  heart  in  a  rapid  pulse  of 

became  of    them  two    little  dears,  descriptions,  and  the  egg-flip  going 

and    to    'punish    the    villain    that  round  sturdily,  also   Polly   looking 

wronged  them.  at  mo  in  a  most  beseeching  way, 

Hereupon    my  warmth    of    heart  that    I    could    not    keep    my    own 

got  the  better  of  my  prudence.     My  counsel  even,  but  was  compelled  to 

wise  and  pure  intention  was  to  get  increase  their  comfort  by  declaring 

out  of  this  good  woman  all  I  could ;  everything, 
but    impart   to    her    nothing    more 


CHAPTER   LXV. — SO   DOES   POOR   OLD   DAW. 

Hereupon,  you  may  well  suppose  *'  Captain  Wells,  I  am  not  quite 

that  the  grass  must  no  longer  grow  a  natural.     My  own  stitching   done 

under  my  feet.     With  one  man,  and  with  a  club-head,  all  of  it,  and  of  a 

positively  two  women,  in  this  very  three-lined  thread  as  my  uncles,  and 

same  county,  having  possession  of  nobody    else     had,    to    Barnstaple, 

my  secret,  how  long  could   I  hope  Likewise  the  mark  of  the  Princess 

to    work    this    latter  to  any  good  done,   a    mannygram,   as  they  call 

purpose?    Luckily  Burrington    lay  it." 

at  a  very  great  distance  from  The  weather  was  dull,  and  the 
Nympton  on  the  Moors,  and  with  time  of  year  as  stormy  as  any  I 
no  road  from  one  to  the  other ;  so  know  of :  nevertheless  it  was  quite 
that  if  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shapland  should  fine  now,  and  taking  upon  myself 
fail  of  keeping  their  promised  tight-  to  risk  five  guineas  out  of  my 
ness,  at  least  two  Barnstaple  market-  savings,  Ilfracombe  was  the  place 
days  must  pass  before  Nympton  I  sought,  and  found  it  with  some 
hoard  anything.  And  but  for  this  difficulty.  Thus  might  Barnstaple 
consideration,  even  their  style  of  bar  be  avoided,  and  all  the  turn- 
treatment  woijd  not  have  made  me  bling  of  inshore  waters ;  and  thus 
so  confiding.  with  no  more  than  a  pilot-yawl  did 

On    the    following    mom,    while  I   cross  that  dangerous  channel,  at 

looking  forth  at  pigs,   and  calves,  the    most    dangerous    time  of    the 

and  cocks,  and  ducks,  I   perceived  year  almost     Nothing  less  than  my 

that  the  crash  must  come  speedily,  Royal    clothes    and    manifest    high 

and  resolved  to  be  downright  smart  rank  in  the  Navy  could  have  induced 

with  it     So  after  making  a  brisk  this  fine  old  pilot  to  make  sail  for 

little  breakfast,  upon  the  two  wings  the  opposite  coast  in  the  month  of 

and  two  legs  of  a  goose,  grilled  with  November,   when  violent  gales  are 

a  trifle  of  stuffing,  there  was  but  one  so  common  with  us.     But  1  showed 

question    I    asked    before    leaving  him  two  alternatives,  three  golden 

many  warm  tears  behind  me.  guineas  on  the  one  hand,  irapress- 

"  Good  Mistress  Shapland,  would  ment  on  the  other ;  for  a  press-gang 

you    know  that    jemmyset  of    the  was  in  the  neighbourhood  now,  and 

child,  if  you  saw  it  ?''  I  told  him  that  I  was  its  captain,  and 
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that  we  laughed  at  all   certificates,  am  not  quite  sure  that  this  villanj 

And  not  being  sure  that  this  man  would  have  succeeded  so  long,  unless 

and  his  son  might  not  combine  to  a  certain  small  boat  had  proved  so 

throw  me  overboard,  steal  my  money,  adapted  for  fishing  purposes." 

and  run  back  to  port,  I  took  care  to  "  Why,  Henry  I"  cried  his  sister ; 

let  them  perceive  ^y  entry  of  their  "how  very  unlike  you  I     What  an 

names  and  my  own  as  well  in  the  unworthy  insinuation  1       After    all 

register  of  the  coast-guard.     How-  Mr.  Llewellyn  has  done ;  it  is  posi- 

ever  they  proved  very  honest  fel-  tively  ungrateful.     And  he  spoke  of 

lows,     and     we     anchored     under  that  boat  in  this  very  room,  as  I  can 

Porthcawl    point    soon    after    dark  perfectly  well    remember,    not — oh 

that  evening.  not — I  am  sure  any  more  than  a  very 

Having  proved  to  the  pilot  that  few  years  ago,  my  dear." 

he  was   quite  safe  here,    unless  it  "Exactly,"  said  the  Colonel;  *' too 

should  come  on  to  blow  from  south-  few  years  ago.     If  he  had  spoken  of 

east,  of  which  there  was  no  symp-  that  at  the  time,  as  distinctly  as  he 

tom,  and  leaving  him  under  the  care  did  afterwards,  when  the  heat  of  in- 

of  Sandy,  who  at  my  expense  stood  quir}'  was  over,  and  when  Sir  Philip 

treat  to  him,  I  made  off  for  Candle-  himself  had  abandoned  it,  I  do  not 

ston,  not  even   stopping  for  a  chat  see  how  all  this  confusion,  between 

with  Roger  Berkrolles.    The  Colonel,  the  loss  of  a  foreign  ship  and  the 

of  course,  as  well  as  his  sister  Lady  casting  away  of  a  British  boat,  could 

Bluett,  and  Rodney,  were  delighted  have  arisen,  or  at  any  rate  could 

with  what  I  had  to  tell  them,  while  have    failed    to    be    cleared    away, 

the  maid  herself  listened  with  her  Llewellyn,  you  know  that  I  do  not 

face  concealed  to  the  tale  of  her  own  judge  hastily.     Sir,  I  condemn  your 

misfortune.       Once    or    twice    she  conduct." 

whispered  to  herself,  "  Oh  my  poor  "  Oh,    Colonel,  how  dreadful    of 

poor  father !"  and  when  I  had  end-  you  I     Mr.  Llewellyn,  go  and  look  at 

ed   she  rose  from  the  sofa  where  the  weather,  while  I   prove  to  the 

Lady  Bluetf  s  arm  was  around  her.  Colonel    his    great    mistake.      You 

and  went  to  the  Colonel  and  said,  did  speak  of  the  boat  at  the  very  in- 

"  How  soon  will  you  take  me  to  my  quest,  in   the  most  noble  and  posi- 

father  ?"  tive  manner  ;  and  nobody  would  be- 

"  My  darling    Bertha,"   said  the  lieve  you,  as  you  your  very  self  tohl 

Colonel,   embracing    her,  as  if  she  me.     What  more  could  any  man  do  r 

had    been    his  daughter,  "  we  will  We  are  none  of   us  safe,  if  we  do 

start  to-morrow,  if  Llewellyn  thinks  our  very  best,  and  Have   it  turned 

the  weather  quite  settled,  and  the  against  us." 

boat  quite  safe.     He  knows  so  much  My  conscience  all  this   time  was 

about  boats,  you  see.     It  would  take  beating,    so  that  I  could    hear    it 

us  a  week  to  go  round  by  land.     But  This  is  a  gift  very  good  men  have, 

we  won't  start  at  all,  if  you  cry,  my  and  I  have  made  a  point  of  never 

dear  !"  failing  to  cultivate  it     In  this  try- 

I  did  not  altogether  like  the  tone  ing  moment,  with  even   a  man  so 

of  the  ColoneFs  allusion  to  me  ;  still  kind  and  blameless  suddenly  pos- 

less  was  I   pleased  when  he  inter-  sessed,  no  doubt,  by  an  evil  spirit 

rupted    Lady    Bluett's    congratula-  against  me,  stanch  as  rock  my  con- 

tions,  thanks,  and  fervent  praises  of  science  stood,  and  to  my  support  it 

my  skill,  perseverance,   and  trusti-  rose,  creditably  for  both  of  us. 

ness,  in  discovering  all  this  villany.  **  Colonel  Lougher,"    my  answer 

"  Humph  1"  said  the  Colonel ;  "  I  was,  '*  you  will  regret  this  attack  on 
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the  honour  of  a  British  officer.  One,  And  now  I  did  a  thing  which 
moreover,  whoso  great  grand-father  must  for  ever  acquit  me  of  all  blame 
harped  in  your  Honour's  family,  so  wrongfully  cast  upon  me.  That 
Captain  Bluett  understands  the  build  is  to  say,  I  fetched  out  the  old  boat, 
of  a  boat  as  well  as  I  do.  He  shall  which  Sandy  Macraw  had  got  cover- 
look  at  that  boat  to-morr6w  morn-  ed  up  ;  and  releasing  him  in  the  most 
ing,  and  if  he  declares  her  to  be  generous  manner  from  years  and 
English-built,  you  may  set  me  down,  years  of  backrent,  what  did  I  do 
with  all  ihy  stripes  and  medals,  for  but  hitch  her  on  to  the  stem  of  the 
a  rogue,  sir.  But  if  he  confirms  ray  pilot-yawl,  for  to  tow  ?  Not  only 
surety  of  her  being  a  foreigner,  this,  but  I  managed  that  Rodney 
nothing  but  difference  of  rank  will  should  sail  on  board  as  her  skipper, 
excuse  you.  Colonel  Lough er,  from  and  for  his  crew  should  have  some- 
being  responsible  to  me."  body  who  had  crossed  the  channel 

My  spirit  was  up,  as  you  may  see ;  before  in  that  same  boat^    sixteen 

and  the  honour  of  the  British  Naw  years  agone,  I   declare !     And  they 

forced   me   to   speak   strongly  :    al-  did  carry  on  a  bit,  now  and  then, 

though  my    affection   for  the  man  when  our  sprit-sail  hid  them  from 

was   buch   that   sooner  than  offend  our  view.     For  the  day  was  bright, 

him,  I  would  have  my  other  arm  and  the  sea  was  smooth, 

shot  away.  The  Colonel  and  I  were  on  board 

"  Llewellyn,"    said    the    Colonel,  of  the  yawl,   enjoying  perfect  har- 

with   his   fine   old    smile  spreading  mony.      For    Captain    Rodney    of 

very     pleasantly     upon     his    noble  course  had  confirmed  my  opinion  as 

countenance  ;  "  you  are  of  the  pep-  to  the  build  of   the  boat,  and  his 

pery  order  which  your  old   Welsh  uncle    desired   to  beg  my    pardon, 

blood  produces.     Think  no  more  of  which   the  largeness  of  my  nature 

my  words  for  the  present.    'And  if  quite  refused  to  hear  of.     If  a  man 

my  nephew  agrees  with  you  in  pro-  admits   that  he    has    wronged  me, 

nouncing  the  boat  a  foreigner,  I  will  satisfied  I  am  at  once,  and  do  not 

give  you  full  satisfaction  by  asking  even  point  out  always,  that  I  never 

your    pardon,    Llewellyn.      It    was  could  have  done  the  like  to  him. 

enough  to  mislead  any  man."  Colonel  Lougher  had  often  been 

Not  to  dwell  upon  this  mistake  at  sea,  in  the  time  of  his  active  ser- 
committed  by  so  good  a  man,  but  vice,  and  he  seemed  to  enjoy  this 
which  got  abroad  somehow — though  trip  across  channel,  and  knew  all  the 
my  old  friend  Crumpy,  I  am  sure,  names  of  the  sails  and  spars.  But 
could  never  have  been  listening  at  falling  in  as  we  did  with  no  less 
the  door — be  it  enough  in  this  hurry  than  three  or  four  small  craft  on 
to  say,  that  on  the  next  morning  I  our  voyage,  he  asked  me  how  De- 
was  enabled  to  certify  the  weather.  lushy*s  boat  could  possibly  have 
A  smartish  breeze  from  the  north-  been  adrift  for  a  whole  night  ind 
north-west,  with  the  sea  rather  day  on  the  channel,  without  any 
dancing  than  running,  took  poor  ship  even  sighting  her.  I  told  him 
Bardie  to  her  native  coast,  from  that  this  was  as  simple  as  could  be, 
which  the  hot  tide  had  borne  her.  during  that  state  of  the  weather. 
Before  wo  set  sail,  I  had  been  to  A  burning  haze,  or  steam  from  the 
Sker  in  Colonel  Lougher's  two-  land,  lay  all  that  time  on  the  water  ; 
wheeled  gig,  and  obtained  from  and  the  lower  part  thereof  was  white, 
good  Moxy  the  child's  jemmy  set  while  the  upper  spread  was  yellow, 
from  the  old  oak  chest  it  was  stored  Also  the  sea  itself  was  white  from 
in.  the  long-continued  calmness,  so  that 
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a  white  boat  scarcely  would  show  at  so  light  a  boat  as  she  was,  with  a 

half  a  mile  of  distance.     And  even  southern    breeze    prevailing.      And 

if  it  did,  what  sailors  were  likely  to  then  the  next  flood  might  well  bring 

keep  a  smart  look-out  in  such  roast-  her  to  Sker,^-exactly  the  thing  that 

ing  weather  ?    Men  talk  of  the  heat  had    come    to    pass.      Moreover    I 

ashore  sometimes ;  but  I  know  that  thought,  -as  I  told  the  Colonel  (al- 

for  downright  smiting,  blinding,  and  though  of   course  with   diflBdence), 

overwhelming  sun-power,  there  is  no-  from  long  acquaintance  with  tropi- 

thing  ashore  to  compare  with  a  ship,  cal  waters  and  the  power  of  the  sun 

Also  I  told  the  Colonel,  now  that  upon    them,    I    thought    it    by    no 

his  faith  in  me  was  re-established,  means  unlikely  that  the  intense  heat 

gliding  over  the  water  thus,  I  was  of  the  weather,  then  for  more  than 

enabled  to  make  plain  to  him  things  six    weeks    prevailing,  might    have 

which  if  he  had  been  ashore  might  had  some   strong  effect  on  the  set 

have  lain   perhaps  a  little  beyond  and  the  speed  of  the  currents, 

his  understanding.     I   showed  him  However,  no  more  of  arguments, 

the  set  of  the  tides  by  tossing  corks  What  good  can  they  do,  when  the 

from  his  bottles  overboard,  and  beg-  thing  is  there,  and  no  reasoning  can 

ging  him  to  take  a  glass  of  my  per-  alter    it  ?     Even     Parson     Chowne 

spective  to  watch   them.     And  he  might  argue,  and  no  doubt  would 

took  such  interest  in  this,  and  evinc-  with   himself    (although   too  proud 

ed  so  much  sagacity,  that  in  order  with  other  people),  that  all  he  did 

to  carry  on  my  reasoning  with  any  was  right,  and  himself  as  good  a  man 

perspicacity,  cork  after  cork  I  was  as  need  be. 

forced  to  draw,  to  establish  my  ver-  We  ran  across  channel  in  some 

acity.  six  hours,  having  a  nice  breeze  abaft 

Because  he  would    argue  it  out  the  beam,  and  about  the  middle  of 

that    a    boat,   unmanned  and  even  the  afternoon  we  landed  at  Ilfra- 

unmasted,  never  could  have  crossed  combe    cleverly.     This    is    a    little 

the  channel  as  Bardie^s  boat  must  place    lying    in    a    hole,  and    with 

needs  have  done.     I  answered  that  great  rocks  all  around  it,  fair  enough 

I  might  have  thought  so  also,  and  to  look  at,   but  more   easy   to  fall 

had  done  so  for  years  and  years,  till  down  than   to  get  up   them.     And 

there  came  the  fact  to  the  contrary  ;  even  the  Barnstaple  road  is  so  steep 

of  which  I  was  pretty  well  satisfied  that  the  first  hill  takes  nearly  two 

now;  and  when  the  boat  was  pro-  hours   of    climbing.      Therefore,   in 

duccd  and  sworn  to,  who  would  not  spite  of  all  eager  spirits,  we  found 

be  satisfied?    Also  I  begged  to  re-  ourselves  forced  to  stay  there  that 

mind  him  how  strongly  the  tide  ran  night,  for  no  one  would  horse  us 

in  our  channel,   and  that  even  in  onwards,  so  late  at  this  November 

common    weather    the  ebb   of    the  season. 

spring  out  of  Barnstaple  river  might  Perhaps,   however,  it  was   worth 

safely  be  put  at  four  knots  an  hour,  while  to  lose  a  few   hours  for  the 

till    Uartland    point    was    doubled,  sake  of  seeing  Delushy^s  joy  in  her 

Here,  about  two  in  the  morning,  the  native    land.      This,   like  a  newly- 

llood  would  catch  the  little  wand-  opened  spring,  arose,  and  could  not 

crer,  and  run  her  up  channel  some  contain     itself.      As    soon    as    her 

ten  or  twelve  miles,  with  the  night-  foot  touched  the  shore,  I  began  to 

wind  on  the  starboard-beam  driving  look  forward  to  a  bout  of  it.     For  I 

her    also    northward.      When    this  understand  young  women  now,  very 

was  exhausted,  the  ebb  would  take  well,    though    the    middle-aged  are 

her  into  Swansea  Bay  almost,  being  beyond  me.     These  latter  I  hope  to 
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be  up  to,  if  ever  I  live  to  the  age  of  Ah,    Llewellyn,   I    see,    is    of    my 

fourscore  years,  as  my  constitution  opinion." 

promises.  And  if  the  Lord  should  So  I  was,  and  still  more  so  next 
be  pleased  to  promote  me  to  the  ripe  day,  when,  having  surmounted  that 
and  honest  century  (as  was  done  to  terrible  hill,  we  travelled  down  rich 
my  great-grandfather),  then  I  shall  dairy  valleys  on  our  road  to  Barn- 
understand  old  women  also,  though  staple.  Here  we  halted  for  refresh- 
perhaps  without  teeth  to  express  ment,  and  to  let  Delushy  rest  and 
it  beautify  herself,  although  we  could 

However  this  was  a  pretty  thing,  see  no  need  of  that     And  now  she 

and    it    touched    me    very    softly,  b^an   to  get  so  frightened  that  I 

None  but  those  who  have  roamed  was  quite  vexed  with  her :  her  first 

as  I  have  understand  the  heart-ache,  duty  was  to  do  me  credit ;  and  bow 

For  my  native  land  I  had  it,  ever  could   she  manage  it,   if   her  eyes 

and  continually,  and  in  the  roar  of  were  red  ?    The  Colonel  also  began 

battle  I  was  borne  up  by  discharging  to  provoke  me,  for  when  I  wanted 

it     And  so  I  could  enter  into  our  to  give  the    maid  a  stiff  glass  of 

poor  Bardie,  going  about  with  the  grog  to  steady  her,  he  had  no  more 

tears  in  her  eyes.      For  she  would  sense  than  to  countermand  it,  and 

not  allow  me  to  rest  at  the  inn,  as  order  a  glass  of  cold  water  I 
I  was  fain  to  do  in   the  society  of        As  soon  as  we  came  to  Narnton 

some  ancient  fishermen,  and  to  leave  Court,  we  found  a  very  smart  coach 

the  gentlefolk  to  their  own  manner  in  the  yard,  that  quite  put  to  shame 

of    getting    through    the    evening,  our  hired  chaise,  although  the  good 

"  Come  out,"  she  cried,  "  old  Davy ;  Colonel  had  taken  four  horses,  so  as 

you  are  the  only  one  that  knows  to  land  us  in  moderate  styla      Of 

the  way  about  this  lovely  place.  ^*  course  it  was  proper  that  1,   who 

Of  course  I  had  no  choice  but  to  alone  could  claim   Sir  Philip^s  ac- 

obey  Sir  Philip's  own  grand-daugh-  auaintance,  as  well  as  the  merit  of 

ler,     although    I    could    not    help  the  whole  afiair,   should   have   the 

grumbling;   and  thus  we  began  to  pleasure    of    introducing    his    new 

explore  a  lane  as  crooked  as  a  cork-  grandchild  to  him  ;  so  that  I  begged 

screw,   and  with  ferns    like    palm-  all  the  rest  to  withdraw,  and  the 

trees  feathering.      In  among  them  only  names  that  we  sent  in,  were 

little  trickling  rills  of  water  tinkled,  Captain      Llewellyn      and      ''  Miss 

or  were  hushed  sometimes  by  moss,  Delushy."       Therefore     we     were 

and  it  looked  as  if  no  frost  could  wrong,  no  doubt,  in  feeling  first  a 

enter    through    the     leafy     screen  little  grievance,  then  a  large-minded 

above.  impatience,    and    finally    a    strong 

"  What  a  country  to  be  born  in  I  desire — ay,  and  not  the  desire  alone 

What  a  country  to  belong  to  I"  ex-  — to  swear,  before  we  got  out  of  it 

claimed   the  maid  continually,  sip-  1    speak    of    myself    and    Captain 

ping  from  each  crystal  runnel,  and  Bluett,  two  good  honest  sailors,  ac- 

stroking  the  ferns  with  reverence,  customed  to  declare  their  meaning 

"  Uncle    Henry,    don't    you    think  since  the  war  enabled  them.      But 

now  that  it  is  enough  to  make  one  Colonel    Lougher    (who    might    be 

happy  to  belong  to  such  a  land  ?"  said,  from  his  want  of  active  service, 

"  Well,  my  dear,"  said  her  Uncle  to  belong  to  a  past  generation),  as 

Henry,  as  she  had  been  ordered  to  well  as  Delushy,  who  was  scarcely 

call  the  Colonel,  "  I  think  it  would  come  into  any  generation  yet, — these 

still  more  conduce  to  happiness  for  two  really  set  an    example,   good, 

some  of  the  land  to  belong  to  you.  though  hard,  to  follow. 
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CHAPTER   LXVI. — THE   MAH)  AT   LAST   IS    *' DENTIFIED." 

However,   as   too  often   happens,  giving  in  to  it ;  but  ten  times  more 

we    blamed    a    good    man    without  &an   these,   the  tricks    that   lower 

cause.     A  good  man  rarely  deserves  our  fellow-creatures, 
much  blame ;   whereas  a  bad  mkn       This  noble  and  stately  lady  did 

cannot  have  too  much — whether  he  not  at  first  sight  recognise  me ;  but 

has  earned  it  or  otherwise — to  re-  when  I   had  told  her  in  verv  few 

strain    him    from    deserving   more,  words  who  I  was,  and  what  I  had 

The  reason  why  Sir  Philip  Bamp-  done,   and  how  long  I  had    sailed 

fylde    kept    us    so    long    waiting,  with  her  husband,  and  how  highly 

proved  to  be  a  sound  and  valid  one ;  he  respected  me,  her  eyes  brightened 

namely,   that    he   was    engaged    in  into  the  old  sweet  smile,  although 

earnest  and  important  converse  with  they  bore  traces  of  weeping, 
his    daughter-in-law.    Lady    Bamp-        "  My  name  is  not  *  Lady  Carey,'  " 

fylde,  now  wife  (if  you  will  please  she  said,  for  I  was  calling  her  thus 

to    remember)    to    Commodore    Sir  on  purpose,  not  knowing  how  she 

Drake     Bampfylde,     although     by  was  taking  wedlock,  and  being  of 

birth  entitled  the  Honourable  Isa-  opinion  that  an  *^ honourable  miss'* 

bel  Carey,  the  one  that  had  been  ought  always  to  be  called  a  lady, 

so  good  to  me  when  T  was  a  ferry-  *^  My  name  is   *■  Lady  Bampfylde ;  * 

man  ;  of  superior  order,  certainly ;  and  I  like  it,  if  you  please :  although 

but  still,  no  more  than  a  ferryman  I  I   remember,   Mr.   Llewellyn,   what 

Since  my  rise  in  the  world  began,  your  views  are  of  matrimony.     You 

I  have  found  out  one  satisfactory  used  to  declare  them  only  too  plainly, 

thing — that  a  man  gets  on  by  merit  whenever  we  crossed  your  ferry,  for 

How  long  did  I  despair  of  this,  and  the  purpose,  as  I  used  to  think,  of 

smoke    pipes,   and    think    over  it;  driving  poor  Nanette  to  despair  of 

seeing  many  of  my  friends  ad  vane-  you." 

ing,  by  what  I  call  roguery  1  And  **  And  a  lucky  thing  for  me,  your 
but  for  the  war  (which  proves  the  ladyship,  to  have  acted  so  consist- 
hearts  and  reins  of  men,  as  my  ently.  But  his  Honour  the  Com- 
ancestor  says),  I  might  still  have  modore,  of  course,  holds  the  opposite 
been  high  and  dry,  being  too  honest  opinion." 

for  the  fish-trade.      However,  true        *^  It  is  hard  to  guess  the  opinions 

inerit  will  tell  in  the  end,  if  a  man  of  a  commodore  always  on  service, 

•contrives  to  live  long  enough.      So  Sir  Drake,  as  I  daresay  you  have 

when  the  beautiful  lady  came  out  heard,   can   scarcely  bear  to  come 

rthrough  the  room  where  I  sate  wait-  home  now." 

ing,  as  I  touched  my  venerable  fore-        I    saw  that    she  was  vexed    by 

Jock  to  her  (as  humbly  as  if  for  a  something,  and  also  vexed  with  her- 

>^Txpenny    piece),     a    brave    man's  self,  perhaps,  for  having  even  hinted 

hoooest  pride  wrought  weakness  in  it      For  she  turned  her  beautiful 

my  ^fives,    as  I  gazed   at   her.      I  face  away,  and  without  a  word  would 

^4ov0d  her  husband ;  and  I  loved  her ;  have  left  me.     But  with  my  usual 

.  and  3   thought  of    the  bitter  luck  quickness  of  step,  I  ran   into  the 

between    them,    which    had    kept  lobby-place,  and  iMick  in  a  moment 

them  .separate.      Partly,  of  course,  with  our  Delushy,  clinging,  like  a 

the  gijory  of  England,  and  duty  of  woodbine  to  a  post      At  such  mo- 

a  proud  man's   birth;    partly  also  ments,  I  never  speak,  until  women 

^bad.lui6k  of  course,  and  a  style  of  begin  with  questions.      It  saves  so 
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much  time,  to  let  them  begin ;  be-  Lady  Bampfylde  to  the  care  of  her 

cause  they  are  sure  to  insist  on  it  maid,  who  was  running  up  from  the 

Meanwhile  Delushy  was  making  the  servants'   hall  to  look  after  her,  I 

prettiest    curtsy    that    presence   of  fixed  my  hook  (screwed  on  for  the 

mind  permitted.  purpose)  firmly  into  Delushy's  sleeve, 

^*You  lovely  dear,  why,  who  are  that   she   might   not   faint,  or   run 

you  f*    cried  Lady  Bampfylde,  with  away,  or  do  anything  else  unreason- 

a  start,  that  made  me  dread  hysterics,  able,  and  I  led  her  up  the  long  hall 

*^  I  do  not    know.   Madam,*'  an-  to  meet  Sir  Philip,  as  he  came  down 

swered  Delushy,  with  the  whole  of  the  steps  at  the  upper  end  thereof, 
her  mind  so  well  in  hand,  by  reason       The   old    General    looked    rather 

of  years  of  sufiering ;    *^  but  many  haggard  and  feeble,  as  if  the  power 

people  believe  me  to  be  the  Bertha  of  his  life  were  lowered  by  perpetual 

bampfylde    that    was    lost,    nearly  patience.     But  something  had  hap- 

twenty  years  agone.'*  pened  to  vex  him,  no  doubt,  in  his 

"  What !     The  baby  I     The  baby  interview  with  Lady  Bampfylde,   so 

— at  least  one  of   the  babies — that  that  he  walked  with  more  than  his 

my  husband — David  Llewellyn,  this  usual  stateliness  and  dignity.     He 

is  very  cruel  of  you."  had  never  beheld  me  as  a  one-armed 

And  that  was  all  the  thanks  I  man,  nor  yet  in  my  present  imiform, 
got  I  While,  what  could  I  have  for  I  took  particular  care  to  avoid 
done  otherwise  ?  In  hye  minutes  him  during  the  day  or  two  spent  at 
more,  she  would  have  been  ofif  in  his  house  before  I  went  to  Burring- 
her  grand  coach,  with  six  horses,  ton,  so  for  a  moment  he  did  not 
after  offending  Sir  Philip  so  much,  know  me,  but  gazed  with  surprise  at 
that  he  could  not  have  borne  to  the  lovely  figure  which  I  was  sus- 
look  after  her ;  although,  of  course,  taining  so  clumsily, 
he  was  now  coming  out  like  a  gentle-  ^^  Sir  Philip  Bampfylde,  allow  me," 
man  to  a  visitor.  Seeing  such  a  I  said,  stretching  forth  my  right 
pay -night  coming,  and  a  large  con-  hand  to  him,  ^*to  repay  you  for 
fusion,  I  begged  Colonel  Lougher  some  of  the  countless  benefits  you 
and  Captain  Bluett  to  keep  for  a  have  heaped  upon  me,  by  present- 
little  while  out  of  it  And  nothing  ing  you  with  your  long-lost  grand- 
could  more  truly  prove  how  tho-  daughter — and  your  grandson  to 
roughlv  these  were  gentlemen,  than  come  afterwards." 
that  they  withdrew  to  a  niche  of  ^^  It  cannot  be ;  it  cannot  be," 
the  under-butler's  pantry,  wherein  was  all  he  could  say,  although  for  so 
they  could  hear  no  word  of  it  many  years  he  had  shown  his  faith 

It  was  now   my   place  to  stand  that  it  must  be.     His  fine  old  coun- 
forward  bravely,  and  to  put  things  tenance  turned  as  white  as  the  silver 
clearly ;    without   any   further  loss  hair  that   crowned  it,   and  then  as 
of  reason,   and  even   without  con-  red  as   it  could  have  been  in  the 
sidering  how  these  delicate   ladies  hopeful  blush  of  boyhood.     And  the 
might  contrive  to  take  my  meaning  pure  and  perfect  delicacy  of  high 
nicely.     To  spare  good  ladies  from  birth   quickened  with   sorrow  pre- 
any   emotion,  is   one   of   the  main  vented    him    from    examining   De- 
things   of  my  life :    although  they  lushy,  as  he  loneed  to  do. 
show  such  a  want  ot  gratitude,  when        ^^  Speak  up,  child,  speak  up,"  said 
I  have  done  my  utmost     But  I  had  I,  giving  her  a  haul  with  my  hook 
no    scruple   about   frightening   Sir  as  when  first  I  Unded  her ;  *'*'  can' 
Philip,  because  of  his  confidence  in  you  tell  your  dear  Grandfather  how 
the  Lord.     Therefore,    abandoning  glad  you  are  to  see  him  ?" 
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"That  I  will,  with  all  my  heart,"  of  one  baby,  and  of  the  other  a  cast- 
the  maiden  answered  bashfully,  yet  away,  the  whole  of  my  piety  would 
lifting  her  eyes  to  the  old  man's  have  been  yery  hard  pushed  to  pro- 
face  with  pride  as  well  as  rever-  duce  any  gratitude.  Sir  Philip, 
once;  "as  soon  as  I  perceive  that  however,  did  appear  most  truly  de- 
you,  sir,  wish  to  hear  me  say  it"  sirous  to  thank  God   for   his   great 

"  You  will  not  think  me  rude — I  mercv  vouchsafed  to  him  ;  even  be- 
am scarcely  strong  enough  for  this  fore  he  had  throughly  gone  through 
— it  has  come  on  me  so  suddenly,  the  ins  and  outs  of  the  evidence. 
And  it  must  be  quite  as  bad  for  you.  For  he  begged  us  to  excuse  him, 
Lead  the  young  lady  to  a  chair,  while  he  should  go  to  see  to  our 
Llewellyn.  Or,  stay;  1  beg  your  comfort:  and  two  fine  bottles  of 
pardon.  It  will  perhaps  be  better  wine  (wnite  and  red)  appeared  and 
to  call  our  kind  and  worthy  house-  began  to  disappear,  under  my  hat<^cs 
keeper."  mainly,  before  our  noble  host  came 

Sir  Philip  perceived  a  thing  which  back  to  set  us  a  good  example.     And 

had  escaped  me,  though  brought  to  when  he  came  he  had  quite  forgot- 

my  notice  beforehand  by  our  good  ten  to  dust  the  knees  of  some  fine 

Colonel   Lougher ;   that   is   to   say,  kerseymere,  and  the  shins  of  black 

how  hard  it  would  be  upon  the  feel-  silk  stockings, 

ings  of  this  young  girl,  to  have  her  Deep  sense  of  religion  is  quite  in 

"identity"  (as  Crowner  Bowles  en-  its  place  when  a  man  has  had  one 

titled  it)  discussed  in  her  own  pre-  arm   shot  off,  still  more  so  if  both 

sence.     Therefore  she  was  led  away  arms  are  gone,  and  after  a  leg,  in- 

by  that  regular  busybody  the  house-  dispensable.      Nevertheless  it  must 

keeper,  Mrs.  Cockhanterbury ;  while  not  be  intruded  upon  any  one ;  no, 

I  begged  leave  to  introduce  Colonel  not  even   by  the  chaplam,  till   the 

Lougher  and  Captain  Bluett  to  Sir  doctor  shakes   his  head.     Knowing 

Philip  Bampfylde.      And  then  when  also   that   Colonel    Lougher  had  a 

all  had  made  their  bows  and  all  due  tendency  towards  it  (enough  to  stop 

salutations,  I   was   called    upon   to  the  decanters  if  he  should  get  upon 

show  my   documents    and    explain  that  subject  with  the  arguments  it 

the  evidence  so  carefully  gathered  sticks  fast  in),   I  was  delighted  to 

by  me.  see  Delushy  slipping  into  the  room 

It  is  as  much  above  my  power,  as  as  if  she  had  known  the  place  for  a 

beyond  my  purpose,  to  tell  how  tliat  century.     The  General  clearly  had 

ancient  and  noble  gentleman,   after  managed   to  visit    her    during    the 

so  much  worry  from  the  long  neglect  time  of  his  absence  from  us  ;  what 

of  Providence,   took  (as  if  he   had  passed   between   them  matters  not, 

never  deserved  it)  this  goodness  of  except  that  he  must  have  acknow- 

the  Lord  to  him.     Of  course,  in' my  lodged  her.     For  now  she  went  up 

class  of  life,  we  cannot  be  always  to    him    and    kissed    him;     rather 

dwelling  on  children ;  whose  nature  timidly,     perhaps,     but     still     she 

is  provoking  always,  and  in  nothing  touched    nis    forehead.      Then    he 

more  so  than   that  they  will  come  arose  and  stood  very  upright,  as  if 

when  not  wanted ;  yet  are  not  forth-  he  had  never  b^un   to   stoop,  and 

coming  with  the  folk  who  can  afford  passing  his  arm  round  her  delicate 

them.      Nevertheless,   I  think  that  waist,   both  her  hands  he   took  in 

if  the  Lord  had  allowed  any  thief  his.     And  as  they  faced  us,  we  were 

of  a  fellow  (much  more  one  of  His  struck  with  the    likeness    between 

own  ministers)  to  steal  two  grand-  blooming  youth  and  worn  but  yet 

children  of  mine,  and  make  a  savage  majestic  age. 
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"  Gentlemen,"  he  said,  *'  or  rather  them  ?    Bertha,  do  try  to  keep  still 

I  should  call  you  kind  good  friends,  for  a  moment." 

you  have  brought  me  not  only  a  "Well,  I  declare,"  said  the  Colonel, 

grandchild,  but  the  very  one  I  would  calmly  taking  out  his  eye-glass ;  "yes, 

have  chosen  if  the  whole  world  gave  I  declare  you  are  right,  my  good  sir. 

me   choice.      By-and-bv  you    shall  Here  is  a  most  evident  right  and 

see  her  stand  by  the  picture  of  my  left — Andalusia,  do  stand  still — not 

dear  and  long-lamented  wife.     That,  only  in  the  half -moons  at  the  base, 

I  think,  will  convince  you  that  we  but  in  the  vein,  and  what  I  may  call 

want  no  further  evidence.     For  me,  the  radiants  of  the  pinkness.     I  can- 

these  thumb  nails  are  enough.     Bcr-  not  express  my  meaning,  but — my 

tha,  show  your  thumb-nails."  darling,  come  and  kiss  me." 

She    laughed    her    usual    merry  This  Delushy  did  at  once,  as  for 

laugh  (although  she  had  been  cry-  years  she  used  to  do ;  and  not  being 

ing  so)  while  she  spread  her  dainty  certain  even  now  whether  she  ought 

hands,  exactly  as  she  used  to  spread  to  forsake  the  Colonel  for  a  General, 

them,  when  she  was  only  two  years  though  proved  to  be  a  newly-tumed- 

old,  with  me  alone  to  look  at  her.  up  Grandfather.     None  of  us  had 

"  Here  it  is,  sir,"  cried  the  General,  thought  of  her,  and  the  many  shifts 

overlooking  me,  in  the  rush  of  his  of  female  wind,  coming  to  pass  per- 

sentiments    towards    the    Colonel :  haps  inside  her  little  brain  and  heart 

"  Here  is  the  true  Bampfylde  mark.  so.   Wherefore  this  poor  David,  who 

Even  the  Bassets  have  it  not,  nor  desires  always  to  be  the  last,  but  by 

the   Traceys,   nor  the  St   Albyns.  force  of  nature  is  compelled  for  ever 

Will  you  oblige  me  by   observing  to  take  the  lead — I  it  was  who  got 

that  these  two  thumb-nails  have  a  her  off  to  bed,  that  we  might  talk 

most   undoubted  right  and  left  to  of  her. 


CHAPTER    LXVII. — DOG   EATS   DOG. 

To  a  man,  whose  time  of  life  be-  helpless  pair  of  children.     Here  it 

gins  to  be  a  subject  of  some  con-  was  my  privilege  to  come  up  to  Sir 

sideration    to   him,   when    the   few  Philip,  and  spread  before  him  my 

years  still  in  hope  can  be  counted  humble  reasons  for  having  preferred 

on  a  hand,   and  may  not  need   a  the  kitchen  last  night  to  the  dining- 

finger ;   and  with   the  tide  of  this  room  and  the  drawing-room.    It  was 

world  ebbing  to  the  inevitable  sea  consistent  with  my  nature ;  and  he, 

— to  him  there  is  scarcely  any  sweet  though  wishing    otherwise,    agreed 

and  gentle  pastime  more  delightful  not  to  be  offended, 

than   to  sit  on  a  bank  of  ancient  Then  I  asked  him  how  the  young 

moss,  beside  a  tidal  river,  and  watoh  lady  (whose  health  every  one  of  us 

the  decreasing  waters,  and  prove  his  had  honoured,  all  over  the  kitehen- 

own  eternity  by  casting  a  pebble  table)  had  contrived    to    pass    the 

into  them.  night,   and  whether  she  had  seen 

Hence    it    was    that    Sir    Philip  her  father  yet.     He  said  she  had 

Bampfylde,    on    the    very  morning  slept    pretty   well   considering,   but 

after  I  gave  him  back  his  grand-  that  as  concerned  her  father,  they 

child,  sato  gazing  into  the  ebb  of  had  not  thought  it  wise  to  let  her 

the   Tawe,  some  fifty  yards  below  see    him,    until    the    doctor    came, 

the   spot,  whence  Jack  Wildman^s  There  was  no  telling  how  it  might 

father  carried  off  so  wickedly  that  act  upon  Squire  Philip^s  constitu- 
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tion,  after  so  many  years  of  misery,  Either  this  fellow  was  deaf  as  a 
cobwebs,  and  desolation.  For  Pro-  post,  or  else  he  meant  to  insult  me, 
yidence  had  not  gifted  him  with  a  for  he  took  no  more  notice  of  me 
mind  so  strong  as  his  father's  was,  than  he  did  of  the  pigs  that  were 
and  the  sudden  break  in  on  the  snuffling  at  beech-nuts  down  by  the 
death  of  the  mind  has  been  known,  side  of  the  landing-place.  I  am  not 
in  such  a  case,  to  lead  to  bodily  the  right  man  to  put  up  with  inso- 
disease.  But  few  things  vexed  the  lence ;  therefore  I  screwed  my  ham- 
General  more  than  that  wretched  mer-head  into  the  socket  below  my 
lie  of  Chowne's,  and  slander  upon  a  muscles,  and  therewith  dealt  him  a 
loyal  family  while  in  service  of  the  tap  on  his  hat,  just  to  show  what 
Crown.  What  Captain  Drake  had  might  come  afterwards, 
landed  from  the  boat  was  not  an  Receiving  this  administration, 
arm-chest,  but  a  chest  of  plate  and  and  seeing  that  more  was  ^tvy  likely 
linen,  belonging  to  his  brother,  from  the  same  source  to  be  available, 
which  he  would  no  longer  borrow,  what  did  this  rogue  do  but  endea- 
while  the  Squire  so  cruelly  dealt  vour  to  show  the  best  side  of  his 
with  him.  manners.      Wherefore,   to  let    him 

Then  I  asked  Sir  Philip  whether  have  his  say,  here  is  his  opinion, 
the  ancient  builder  over  at  Apple-  ^^  This  here  boat  be  the  same  as  I 
dore  had  been  sent  for  to  depose  to  built,  year  as  my  wife  were  took 
the  boat ;  for  we  had  brought  that  with  quinzy,  and  were  called  home 
little  craft  on  the  top  of  our  coach  by  the  Lord.  I  built  her  for  Wild- 
from  Ilfracombe.  The  General  said  duck  of  Appledore,  a  little  dandy- 
that  I  might  see  him  even  now  ex-  rigged  craft  as  used  to  be  hired  by 
amining  her,  if  I  would  only  take  Cap*en  Bampfylde.  To  this  here 
the  trouble  to  look  round  the  comer ;  boat  I  can  swear,  although  some  big 
but  he  himself  was  so  well  convinced,  rogue  have  been  at  work,  painting 
without  any  further  testimony,  that  her,  as  knew  not  how  to  paint ;  and 
he  did  not  even  care  to  hear  what  a  liJbber,  no  doubt,  every  now  and 
the  old  man  had  to  say  of  it,  any  then  patching  her  up,  or  repairing 
more  than  he  cared  for  the  jemmy  set  of  her.  The  name  in  her  stem  have 
This,  however,  is  not  my  manner  of  been  painted  up  from  *  Wild-duck, 
.  re^rding  questions.  Not  from  any  Appledore,'  into  *  Santa  Lucia,  Sal- 
pnvate  fountains  of  conviction,  and  vador ;'  three  or  four  letters  are  my 
so  on,  but  out  of  the  mouths  of  own,  the  rest  are  the  work  of  some 
many  witnesses  shall  a  thing  be  pirate.  She  be  no  more  foreign- 
established.  Therefore  I  hastened  ouild  than  I  be.  But  a  sailor  accus- 
round  the  corner,  to  sift  this  ancient  tomed  to  foreign  parts  would  be 
boatwright  sure  to  reckon  so,   reason  why   I 

As  surly  a  fellow  as  ever  lived,  served  my  time  with  a  builder  over 

and  from    his    repugnance   to   my  to  Port-au-Prince.      And  I   should 

uniform,   one  who  had  made  more  like  to  see  the  man  anywhere  round 

money,  I  doubt,  by  the  smuggler's  these  here  parts  as  can  tuck  in  the 

keg    than    the    shipwright's    adze,  bends  as  I  does." 

Entering  into  his  nature  at  sight,  I  Leaving  this  conceited  fellow  to 

took  the  upperhand  of  him,  as  my  his  narrow  unpleasantness,  I  turned 

rank  insisted  on.  my  head,  and  there  beheld  Captain 

*'  Hark    ye    now,    master    ship-  Bluett  barkening, 

carpenter,    where    was    this    little  "Come,"    he    cried    out,   in    his 

craft    put    together,    according    to  hearty    manner,     "what    a    cook's 

your  opinion  ?"  boiling  of  fools  wc  are  I     Here  we 
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are  chewing  a   long -chewed  quid,  did  break  forth.     Everybody  loved 

while  the  devil    that   brewed   this  him,  because  he  never  cursed  any 

gale  of  wind  may  fly  far  away,  and  one  at  a  venture,  and  kept  himself 

grin  at  us.     Lewellyn,  do  you  mean  very  close  to  facts,   however  hard 

to  allow "  driven  by  circumstances  ;  so  that  I 

**  Hush,^'   I  said  softly,  for  that  was  now  amazed  to  hear  this  young 

low    shipwright    showed    his    eyes  man    spoil    my    pipe    with    violent 

coming  up  under  his  cap.     And  I  emotions. 

saw   that    he    was  that    particular  ^*  Have  you  consulted  Sir  Philip  ?^' 

villain,   after  his   scurrilous  words  I  asked.     ^^It  is  his  place  to  take 

about  me,  who  would  sell  his  soul  up  the  question.'' 

to  that  wretch   of   a    Chowne  for  "  What  question  ?     There  is  no 

half-a-crown  a- week  almost     There-  question.       The    thing    is    proved, 

fore  I  led  our  young  Captain  Bluett  My  duty  is  plain.     Sir  Philip  is  too 

well  away  out  of  this  fellow^ s  hear-  old    to    see    it     The    Squire   is    a 

ing.  spooney.      The  Commodore  is  not 

"  Davy,"  said  he,  "  we  all  know  here  yet     I  have  spoken  to  his  wife, 

your  courage,   your  readiness,   and  who  is  a  very  sweet  and  wise  lady  ; 

your  resources.     Still  you  appear  to  and  she  agrees  with  me  that  it  will 

be  under  a  spell — ^and   you  know  save  the  family  a  world  of  scandal ; 

you  are  superstitious  about  this  cun-  and  perhaps  failure  of  the  law,  for 

ning  and  cowardly  blackguard,  who  me  to  take  the  law  into  mv  own 

fri^tens  the  whole  of  this  country,  hands,  and  thrash  this  blackguard 

as  he  never  could  frighten  Glamor-  within  an  inch  of  his  life." 

ganshire."  "To  be  sure,  and  save  her  hus- 

^*  I  have  no  fear  of  him,  sir,"  I  band  from  the  risk  of  tackling  a 

said ;  ^^  I  will  go  with  you  to  con-  desperate    man.     It    is    most    wise 

front  him."  on  her  part      But  I  beg  you,  my 

"Why,  your*teeth  are  ready  to  dear  sir,  for  the  sake  of  your  dear 

chatter,   Llewellyn ;    and  your  lips  uncle  and  your  good  mother,  keep 

are  blue  ?     You  who  stood  like  a  clear  of  this  quarrel.     You  know  not 

milestone,    they    tell    me,    at    the  the  man    you  have    to  deal  with, 

helm    of    the    Goliath,    or    like    a  Even  if  you  can  thrash  him,  which 

clock    going    steadily    tick,    before  is  no  easy  business,  he  will  shoot 

we    fired   a    shot,    and   with    both  you  afterwards.     He  is  the  deadest 

shell  and  shot  through  your  grey  shot  in  the  county  I" 

whiskers "  "  Hurrah  I"  cried  Rodney,  tossing 

"  But,  Captain,  a  minister  of  the  up  his  hat ;  "  that  entirely  settles  it. 

Lord "  Come  along,   old  fellow,  and  show 

"  Master,  a  minister  of  the  devil  us  the  way :  and  not  a  word  to  any 

—once  for  all,  to-day  I  go  to  horse-  one." 

whip  him,  if  he  is  young  enough  ;  Now  this  may  seem  a  very  mad  re- 

or  to  pull  his   nose,   if  he  is   old  solve  for  a  roan  of  my  sense  to  give 

enough,  and  old  Harry  be  with  him  into.     But  whether  I  turned  myself 

in  choice  of  the  two !     Zounds,  sir,  this  way   or  that,   I  could  see  no 

is  it  a  thing  to  laugh  at  ?"  chance  of  bettering  it     If  I  refused 

Rodney  Bluett  was  well   known  to  go,  young  Rodney  (as  I  could  see 

to  every  one  who  served  under  him  by  the  set  of  his  mouth)  would  go 

for  the  mildness  of  his  language,  alone,  and  perhaps  get  Killed,  and 

and  the  want  of  oaths  he  had ;  and  then  how  could  any  of  the  family 

so,  of  course,  for  his  self-control,  and  ever  look  at  me  again  ?    On  the  other 

the    power    of    his    heart   when  it  hand,  if  I  should  go  to  the  Colonel, 
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or  to  the  General,  for  opinion,  and  ed,  and  delighted  ;  but  now  I  began 

to  beg  them  to  stop  it,  my  inter-  to  look  at  things  from  a  different 

ference — nine  chances  to  one— would  point  of   view  almost.       It    is  not 

only   end  in  giving  offence  among  man's  business  to  worry  his  head 

the  superior  orders.     Add  to  this  about  righting  of  wrongs    in    this 

my  real  desire  to  square  it  out  with  world,  unless  they  are  done  to  him- 

Chowne  himself,  after  all  his  perse-  self ;  and  if  so,  revenge  is  its  name, 

cution,  and  you  may  be  able  to  for-  and  an  ugly  one.     Long  life  leads 

give  me  for  getting  upon  horseback,  one  to  forgive,  when  to  carry  it  on 

after  many  years  of  forbearance,  and  would  be  troublesome, 

with  my  sugar-nippers  screwed  on,  Through  the  drip  of  dying  leaves, 

to  lay  hold  by  the  forestay,  if  she  the  chill  of  dull  November  now  be- 

should  make  bad  weather.     Also,  I  gan  to  darken  over  us  as  we  turned 

felt  it  my  duty  to  take  a  double-  the  comer  of  Chowne's  own  road, 

barrelled  pistol  heavily  loaded,  and  and  faced  his  lonely  mansion.     The 

well  primed.  house  had  a  heavy  and  sullen  look, 

Captain  Rodney  forged  ahead  so  according  to  my  ideas,  not  receiving 

on  a  real  hunting  craft,  that  my  dap-  light  and  pleasure  of  the  sun  when 

pled  gray,  being  warranted  not  to  possible.     Heavy  fir-trees  overhung 

lurch  me  overboard,  could  not  keep  it,  never  parting  with  their  weight ; 

in   line  whatever  sail  I  made  upon  and  the  sunset  (when  there  was  any) 

her.     My  chief  rule  in  life  is  not  to  could  not  pierce  the  holm-oaks, 

hurry.     What  good  ever  comes  of  "What  a    gloomy    and    devilish 

it  ?      People  only  abuse  you,   and  place  I"  cried  Rodney  Bluett,  begin- 

your  breath  is  too  short  to  answer  ning  to  tremble  from  some  unknown 

them.     Moreover,  I  felt  an  uneasy  influence.      "  Upon  my   soul,    if    I 

creaking  in  my  bends  from  dousing  lived  here,    I    should  be    hatching 

forward,  and  then  easing  backward,  plots  myself.     Or  is  it  the  nature 

as  a  man  must  do  who  knows  how  of  the  man  that  has  made  the  place 

to  ride.     The   Captain    was  wroth  so  horrible  ?*' 

with  me,  out  of  all  reason ;  but  as  "  Let  us  go  back,''  said  I ;  "  come 

he  could  not  find  the  way  to  Nymp-  back,  my  good  sir,  I  conjure  you. 

ton  Moors  without  me,   I   was  en-  Such  a  man  should  be  left  to  God, 

abled  to  take  my  leisure,  having  the  to  punish  in  His  own  good  time." 

surety  of  overgetting  him  when  the  "  Hark !"   cried    Rodney,   pulling 

next  cross-road  came.     Therefore  it  up,  and  listening  through  the  gloomy 

was  late  afternoon  when  we  turned  wood;  "that  was  a  woman's  scream, 

into  the  black  fir-grove  which  led  I  am  sure.     Is  he  murdering  some 

up  to  the  house  of  Chowne,   and  more  little  ones  ?" 

Rodney    Bluett    clutched    the    big  We   listened,   and  heard  a  loud 

whip  in  his  hand  severely.     For  we  piercing  shriek,  that  made  our  hair 

had  asked  at  the  little  inn  of  which  stand  on  end  almost,  so  mad  was  it, 

I  spoke  a  long  time  ago,   whether  and  so  unearthly;    and   then   two 

the  Parson  was  now  at  home.  more  of  yet  wilder  agony ;  and  after 

"  Ay,  that  'un  be,"  said  the  man  that  a  long  low  wailing, 

with  a  grin,  for  we  did  not  see  the  "  On,  on !"  cried  Rodney  Bluett ; 

landlady ;  "  but  ye  best  way  not  to  "  you  know  these  paths,  gallop  on, 

go  nigh  'un."  Davy." 

Already  I  seemed  not  to  feel  as  I  "  You    go    first,"    I     answered ; 

hoped,   in  the  earlier  stage  of  the  **your  horse  is  fresher;  1  am  com* 

journey.      My  thoughts   had  been  ing — to  be  sure  I  am — do  you  think 

very  upright  for  a  while,  and  spirit-  I  am  frightened  ?" 
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"  Well,  I  don't  know,"  he  replied  ;  us,  and  kneeling,  and  trying  to  get 

"  but  I  am  not  ashamed  to  own  that  hold  of  us  ;  *^  you  must  have  come 

I  am."  to   stop  it,   sir.     Only  one  hour — 

Clapping  spurs  to  his  horse  he  allow  him  one  hour,  dear,  dear  sirs, 

dashed  on  ;  and  thoroughly  miser-  for  repentance.     He  has  not  been  a 

able  as  I  felt,  there  was  nothing  for  good  man,  I  know,  but  I  am  his 

me  but  to  follow  him.  own    wife,   good  kind  sirs — and  if 

In  the  name  of  the  Lord,  what  a  he  could  only  have  a  little  time,  if 

sight  we  came  on,  where  liie  driTe  it  were  only  half  an  hour — he  might, 

sweeps  round  at  the  corner  of  the  he  might—- — " 

house  I     Under  a  dark  tree  of  some  Here  a  sound  of  throttling  came 

sort,  and  on  a  garden  bench,  we  dis-  through  a  broken  window-pane,  and 

covered  the  figures  of  two  women,  down  she  fell  insensible. 

Or  rather,  one  sate  on  the  bench  ;  the  "  What     does    it    mean  ?"    cried 

other  lay  stretched  on  the  ground,  Rodney  Bluett ;  **  is  it  murder,  mad- 

with  her  head  cast  recklessly  back  ness,  or  suicide  ?    Follow  me,  Davy, 

on    the  ledge,   her  hair  spread  in  Here  I  go,  anyhow,  into  the  thick 

masses    over    it,   and    both    hands  of  it." 

pressed  on  her  eyes  and  ears,    to  He  dashed  through  the  window ; 

shut  out  sight  and  hearing.      Her  and   I  with  more  caution,  cocking 

lips    were  open,   and  through    her  my   pistol,   followed    him,   while   I 

white  teeth  came  wails  of  anguish,  heard  the  clown  shouting  after  us — 

that  would  have    been   shrieks,    if  "  Danged  vules  both  of  'e.     Bide 

nature  had  not  failed  her.  outside,  bide  outside,  I  tell  'e." 

But  the  eld^r  woman  sate  upright.  Oh   that  we   had    remained  out- 

in  scorn  of  all  such  weakness,  with  side  I     I  have  been  through  a  great 

her  gaunt  figure  drawn  like  a  cable  deal  of   horrible  sights,  enough  to 

taut,  no  sign  of  a  tear  on  her  shrunken  harden  any  man,  and  cure  him  of 

cheeks,  and  the  whole  of  her  face  as  womanly  squeamishness.     Yet  never 

numb  and  cold  as  an  iced  figure-  did  I  behold,  or  dream  of,  anything 

head  in   the  Arctic  seas.      Yet  no  so  awful  as  the  scene  that  lay  before 

one,  with  knowledge  of  the  human  me.     People  were  longing  to  look 

race,  could  doubt  which  of    these  at  it  now,  but  none  (save  om-selves) 

two  suffered  most.  durst  enter. 

We  reined  up   our    horses,   and  It    was    Chowne's    own    dining- 

gazed  in  terror,  for  neither  of  them  room,  all  in  the  dark,  except  where 

noticed    us ;    and    then   we    heard,  a  lamp  had  been  brought  in  by  a 

from  inside  the  house,  sounds  that  trembling  footman,  who  ran  away, 

made    our    flesh    creep.      Barking,  knowing  that  he  brought  this  light 

howling,  snapping  of  teeth,  baying  for  his  master  to  bo  strangled  by. 

as  of  a  human  bloodhound,  frothy  And  in  the  comer  now  lay  his  mas- 

splutterings  of  fury,  and  then  smoth-  ter,  smothered  under  a  feather-bed  ; 

ered  yelling.  yet  with   his  vicious  head  fetched 

"  Her  have  a  gat  *un  now,"  cried  a  out  in  the  last  rabid  struggle  to  bite, 
clown,  running  round  the  end  of  the  There  was  the  black  hair,  black 
house,  as  if  he  were  enjoying  it  face,  and  black  tongue,  shown  by 
**  Reckon  our  passon  wun't  baite  the  frothy  wainscot,  or  between  it 
much  moore,  after  Passon  Jack  be  and  the  ticking.  On  the  feather- 
atop  of  'un."  bed    lay    exhausted,   and  with    his 

"  Oh  sir,  oh  sir,  oh  for  God's  sake,  mighty  frame  convulsed,  so  that  a 

sir,"  cried  the  poor  lady  who  had  child    might    master    him.    Parson 

lain  on  the  ground,  rushing  up  to  Jack  Rambone,  the  strongest  man. 
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whose  strength  (like  all  other  powers)  perience  failed  us  as  to  what  was 

had  laid  a  horrible  duty  upon  him.  the  proper  thing  to  do,   till  I  saw 

Sobbing  with  all  his  great  heart  he  that  Chowne^s  face  ought  to  have  a 

lay,   yet  afraid  to  take  his  weight  napkin    over    it      None  had  been 

off,  and  sweating  at  every  pore  .with  laid  for  dinner;  but  I  knew  where 

labour,  peril  of  his  life,  and  agony.  butlers  keep  them. 

"Oh  Dick,  Dick,"  he  said,  quite  When   I  had  done  this.    Parson 

softly,   and  between  his  pantings  ;  Jack  (who  could  not  escape  from  the 

"  how  many  larks  have  we  had  to-  great  black  eyes)  arose,  and   said, 

gether,  and  for  me  to  haye  to  do  "I  thank  you,  sir."     He  staggered 

this  to  you !     I  am  sure  you  knew  so  that    we    had  to  support   him ; 

me,  before  you  died.     I  think  you  but  not  a  word  could  we  say  to  him. 

know  me  now,  Dick.     Oh,  for  God's  "  I  am  bitten  in  two  places,  if  not 

sake,  shut  your  eyes.    Darling  Dick  I  more,"  he  rather  gasped  than  said 

are  you  dead,  are  you  dead  ?    You  to  us,  as  he  laid  bare  his  enormous 

are  the  very  cleverest  fellow  ever  I  arms.     "  I  care  not  much.     I   will 

came  across  of.     You  can  do  it,  if  follow  my  friend.     Or  if  the  Lord 

you  like.     Oh,  dear  Dick,  Dick,  my  should  please  to  spare  me,  hencc- 

boy,  do  shut  your  eyes  I"  forth  I  am  an  altered  man.     And 

We  stood  looking  at  them,  with  yet,  for  the  sake  of  my  family,  will 

no  power  to  go  up  to  them  ;  all  ex-  you  heat  the  kitchen  poker?" 


CHAPTER   LXVIIL — TUB   OLD   PITCHER   AT   THE   WELL    AQAIN. 

It  helps  a  thoughtless  man  on  of  the  house,  we  barred  the  door, 
his  road  towards  a  better  kingdom,  made  a  bright  fire  in  the  kitchen, 
to  get  a  glimpse,  every  now  and  and  sat  down  in  front  of  it,  while  a 
then,  of  such  visitations  of  the  Lord,  nice  cook  began  to  toss  up  some 
When  I  was  a  little  boy,  nothing  sweetbreads,  and  eggs  and  ham- 
did  me  so  much  good  in  almost  all  collops,  and  so  on,  for  our  really 
the  Bible,  as  to  hear  my  father  read  now  highly  necessary  sustenance, 
the  way  in  which  Herod  was  eaten  You  may  remember  the  time  I 
of  worms.  And  now  in  mature  met  with  a  very  nice  fellow  (then 
years,  I  received  quite  a  serious  turn  Chowne's  head-groom),  who  gave 
oy  the  death  of  this  Parson  Chowne  me  a  capital  supper  of  tripe  ele- 
of  ignominious  canine  madness.  And  gantly  stewed  by  a  young  cook-maid, 
still  more,  when  I  came  to  know  by  himself  lamenting  the  stress  (laid 
what  condign  parental  justice  this  upon  him  by  circumstances)  not  to 
visitation  smote  him.  make  his  wife  of  her.     He  told  me 

For  while  the  women  were  busy  then  with  a  sigh  of  affection  be- 
up-stairs  by  candle-light,  and  with  tween  his  knife  and  fork,  that  social 
some  weeping,  it  fell  to  Parson  duties  compelled  him  instead  to 
Rambone's  lot  to  lay  the  truth  be-  marry  a  publican's  daughter,  with 
fore  us.  This  great  man  took  at  fifty  pounds  down  on  the  nail,  he 
once  to  Captain  Rodney  Bluett,  as  believed,  if  it  was  a  penny.  Never- 
if  he  had  known  him  for  years ;  nor  theless  he  felt  confident  that  all 
did  he  fail  to  remember  me,  and  in  would  bo  ordered  aright  in  the 
his  distress  to  seek  some  comfort  end.  Now  Providence  had  not  al- 
from  my  simple  wisdom.  So  hav-  lowed  such  a  case  of  faith  to  pass 
ing  packed  all  the  country  boobies,  unrewarded.  He  married  the  pub- 
constables,  doctors,  and  so  on,  out  lican's  daughter,  got  her  money,  and 
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paid  the  last  sad  duties  to  her,  out  been  saying  to  himself — as  I  knew, 
of  the  pocket  of  his  father-in-law,  in  though  his  lips  never  moved ;  and 
a  Christian-minded  manner.  And  his  face  was  set,  in  scorn  of  all  our 
then  back  he  came  to  Nympton  moralising — within  himself  he  had 
Rectory,  and  wedded  th&t  same  been  thinking,  **I  am  Jack  Retch; 
cook-maid,  who  now  was  turning  I  am  worse ;  I  am  Cain.  I  have 
our  ham  so  cleverly  with  the  egg-  murdered  my  own  dear  brother." 
slice.  Thus  we  could  speak  before  And  I,  who  had  seen  him  brand  his 
them  both,  without  the  least  con-  bitten  arm  with  the  red-hot  poker, 
straint;  and  indeed  he  helped  us  laying  the  glowing  iron  on,  until 
much  by  his  knowledge  of  the  the  blood  hissed  out  at  it,  I  alone 
affairs  of  the  family.  Also  two  could  gage  the  strength  of  heart 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  who  had  that  now  enabled  him  to  answer 
signed  the  warrant  for  poor  Chowne^s  my  grasp  with  his  poor  scorched 
end,  upon  the  report  of  the  doctors,  arm,  and  to  show  his  great  tears, 
but  could  find  no  one  of  strength  and  check  them, 
and  courage  to  carry  it  out,  except  Enough  of  this.  I  cannot  stand 
Parson  Jack ;  these  sate  with  us  to  these  melancholy  subjects.  A  man 
get  their  supper,  before  the  long  of  irreproachable  life,  with  a  ten- 
cold  ride  over  the  moors.  And  dency  towards  gaiety,  never  must 
there  sate  Parson  Jack  himself,  allow  his  feelings  to  play  ducks  and 
with  his  thick  hands  trembling,  drakes  with  him.  If  the  justice  of 
hopeless  of  eating  a  morsel,  but  the  Almighty  fell  upon  Chowne — 
dreading  to  be  left  alone  for  a  as  I  said  it  would — let  Chowne  die, 
moment  and  let  us  hope  that  his  soul  was 

**What  a  difference  it  will  make  not  past  prajnng  for.  It  is  not  my 
in  all  this  neighbourhood,  to  be  place  to  bo  wretched,  because  the 
surer*  So  said  one  of  their  wor-  biggest  villain  I  ever  knew  showed 
ships.  his  wit  by  dying  of  a  disease  which 

"  Ay,  that  it  will,**  answered  gave  him  power  to  snap  at  the  very 
brother  magistrate.  "Since  Tom  devil,  when  in  the  fulness  of  time 
Faggus  died,  there  has  not  been  he  should  come  thirsting  to  lay 
such  a  man  to  be  found,  nowhere  hold  of  him.  And  but  for  my  pur- 
round  these  here  parts.**  pose  of  proving  how  purely  justice 
**No,  nor  Tom  Faggus  himself,**  does  come  home  to  us,  well  con- 
said  the  other:  "a  noble  highway-  tented  would  I  be  to  say  no  more 
man  he  were ;  but  for  mind,  not  fit  about  him.  Why  had  he  been 
to  hold  a  candle  to  our  lamented  such  a  villain  through  life?  Be- 
friend now  lying  up  there  in  the  cause  he  was  an  impostor.  AVhy 
counterpane.**  did  he  die  of  rabid  madness,  under 
Parson  Jack  shuddered,  and  the  clutch  of  his  own  best  friend? 
shook  his  great  limbs,  and  feigned  Because  he  lashed  his  favourite 
to  have  done  so  on  purpose ;  and  hound  to  fiy  at  the  throat  of  his 
then  in  defiance  collected  himself,  own  grandfather, 
and  laid  his  iron  hand  on  the  table,  Not  only  does  it  confirm  one*s 
watching  every  great  muscle,  to  faith  in  the  honesty  of  breeding, 
see  how  long  he  could  keep  it  but  it  enables  me  to  acquit  all  the 
firom  trembling.  Then  I  arose  and  Chownes  of  Devonshire — and  a  fine 
grasped  his  hand — for  nobody  else  and  wholesome  race  they  are — of 
understood  him  at  all — and  he  lot  ever  having  produced  such  a  scamp, 
me  take  it  with  reluctance,  wonder,  in  true  course  of  legitimacy ;  also 
and  then  deep  gratitude.      He  had    enables    me    not    to    point  out,  so 
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much  as  to  leave  all  mj  readers  to  snarled ;  so  that  Chowne  let  out  his 

think  of,    the  humble  yet   undeni-  long    lash   at   htm.      In  a   moment 

able  traces  of  old  Davy*s  sagacity.  the  dog  sprang  at  his  master  who 

What  had  I  said  to   Mrs.   Steel-  was    riding   a    low    cob-horse,    and 

yard,    when    she    overbore   me    so,  bit  him  in  the  thigh  and  the  horse  in 

upon  an   empty  stomach?      *^Mad-  the  shoulder,  and  then  skulked  off 

am,"  I  said,  "your  son,  you  mean!"  to     his    kennel.      The   hound   was 

And  it    proved  to    be    one  of   my  shot,  and  the  horse  shared  his  fate 

famous    hits,    at    a    range    beyond  in  less  than  six  weeks  afterwards ; 

that  of   other  men.      When    great  and  as  for  the  Parson,  we  know  too 

stirs  happen,  truth  comes  out ;  as  an  well  what   they  were   forced  to   do 

earthquake  starts  the  weasels.  with  him. 

Everybody  knows  what   fine   old  In    her  first   horror,    that   stony 

age  those  wandering   gypsies    come  woman,  even  Mrs.  Steelyard,  when 

to.     The  two  most  killing  cares   we  her  son  came  ravening  at  her,  could 

have,   are    money,    and    reputation,  not    keep   her  secret.      "  It   is    the 

Here  behold    gypsy   wisdom!     The  judgment  of  God,"  she  cried ;  ** after 

disregard  of  the  latter  of  the  two  all  there  is  a  God.     He  set  the  dogs 

does  away  with   the   plague  of  the  at    his    grandfather,    and    now    he 

former.       They     take     what     they  would  bite  his  own  mother !"     How 

want ;  while  we  clumsy  fellows  toil  she  had  managed  to  place  him  in  the 

for  ihe  cash  as  the  only  way  to  get  stead    of   the    real    Chowne   heir,  I 

the  good  estimation.     Hence  it  was  never   heard,  or  at   least    no    clear 

that     Chowne*s    grandfather    came  account  of  it;    for  she  was  not  (as 

about  stealing  as  lively  as  ever,  at  we  know  already)   one   who  would 

the    age   of   ninety.      A    wiry   and  answer    questions.      Let  him    rest, 

leathery  man  he  was,  and  had  once  whoever  he  was.     His  end  was  bad 

been  a  famous  conjurer.     And  now  enough  even  for  him. 

in  his  old  age  he  came  to  sleep  in  Enough  of  this  fright — for  it  was 

his  grandson  s  barn,  and  to  live  on  a  fright  even  to  me,  I  assure  you — 

his  grandson^s  ducks,  potatoes,  and  let  us   come  back   to   the  innocent 

pigeons.       This    was    last    harvest-  people   injured  so   long  by   his  vil- 

time,  just  as  Chowne  was  enjoying  lainy.     To  begin  with  Parson  Jack, 

his  bit  of  cub-hunting.  Never  in   all  his  life  had  he  taken 

Turning  in  from  his  sport  one  a  stroke  towards  his  own  salvation, 
day,  in  a  very  sulky  humour,  with  until  by  that  horrible  job  he  earned 
the  hounds  he  was  educating,  the  repentance,  fear,  and  conscience. 
Parson  caught  his  grandfather  with-  And  not  only  this  (for  none  of  these 
drawing  in  a  quiet  manner  from  would  have  stood  him  in  any  ser- 
the  hen-roost.  Not  knowing  who  vice  with  Chowne  still  at  his  el- 
it  was  (for  his  mother  had  never  bow),  but  that  the  face, — which  had 
explained  a  thing  to  him,  not  even  drawn  him  for  years,  like  a  loadstone 
that  she  was  his  mother)  he  thought  of  hell,  to  destruction, — now  ever 
it  below  his  dignity  to  ride  after  present  in  its  terror,  till  his  prayers 
this  old  fellow.  But  at  his  heels  got  rid  of  it,  shone  in  the  dark  like 
stalked  a  tall  young  hound,  who  the  face  of  a  scarecrow,  if  ever  he 
had  vexed  him  all  day  by  surliness,  durst  think  of  wickedness.  His 
and  was  now  whipped  in  for  punish-  wife  found  the  benefit  of  this  change, 
ment  **  At  him — Moo  boy !"  he  and  so  did  his  growing  family,  and 
called  out;  *' Hike  forrard,  catch  so  did  the  people  who  flocked  to  his 
him  by  the  leg,  boy!'*  But  the  church,  in  the  pleasure  of  being 
hound   only  showed   his   teeth  and  afraid  of  him.      In   the    roads,   he 
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might  bide ;  but  in  bis  surplice,  he  dore  Bampfjldc  and  the  brightness 
was  bound  to  behave  himself,  or  at  of  his  acquittal.  They  drew  him 
least  he  must  bite  the  church-  from  Barnstaple  in  a  chaise,  with 
warden  first.  Yet  no  one  would  only  two  springs  broken,  men  having 
have  him  to  sprinkle  a  child,  until  taken  the  horses  out,  and  done  their 
a  whole  year  was  over.  And  then  best  at  collar-work.  lie  would  have 
he  restored  himself^  under  a  hint  gladly  jumped  out  and  kicked  them, 
from  a  man  beyond  him  in  intellect ;  but  for  the  feeling  of  their  good- 
he  made  everybody  allow  that  the  will. 

poker  had  entirely  cured  him,   by  Nothing    would    have    detracted 

preaching   from    the   bottom   of  his  from   this,  and  the  feasts  that  were 

chest,  with  a  glass  of  water  upon  the  felt  to  be    due   upon  it,  if    Squire 

cushion,  a  sermon  that  stirred  every  Philip  had  only  known  how  not  to 

heart,  with  the  text,   "  Is  thy  ser-  die    at    a    time  when  nobody  was 

vant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this  seasonably  called    on    to    think    of 

thing?*'  death.      But  when  he  learned  the 

I  quit  him  with  sorrow ;  because  shame  inflicted   by  himself  on   his 

I  found  him  a  man  of  true  feeling,  ancient     race,      through      trusting 

and   good  tobacco.     AVe  got  on  to-  Chowne,      and      misbelieving      his 

gether  so  warmly  that  expense  alone  brother     out     of     the     self-  same 

divided    us.      He   would   have    had  womb ;    and,    above    all,    when    he 

me  for  parish-clerk,  if  I  could  have  learned  that  Chowne  was  the  bastard 

seen  my  way  to  it  of  a  gypsy,  he  cast  himself  into  his 

What  prevails  with  a  man  like  me,  brother's  arms,  fetched  one  long  sigh, 

foremost  first  of  everything  ?    Why,  and  departed  to  a  better  world,  with 

love  of  the    blessed  native  land —  his  hat  on. 

which    every   good   Welshman  will  This  was  the  best  thing  that  he 

love  mo  for.     I  may  have  done  a  could  do,  if  he  had  chosen  the  time 

thing,    now    and    then,    below   our  aright;    and    it    saved  a  world    of 

native  dignity,  except  to  those  who  trouble.      Sir  Philip  felt  it  a  good 

can  enter  into  all  the  things  we  look  bit    of    course ;     and     so    did    Sir 

at     It  is  not  our  nature  altogether,  Drake  Bampfylde.     Nevertheless,  if 

to  go  for  less  than  our  value.     We  a  living  man  withdraws  into  a  shell 

know    that    we    are  of   the    oldest  so  calmly,  what  can  he  expect  more 

blood   to  be  found   in  this  ancient  lively  than  his  undertakers  ? 

island,   and  we  ask    nothing    more  This  was  good,  and  left  room  for 

than  to  be  treated  as  the  superior  Harry,  or  rather  young  Philip  Bamp- 

raco  should  be.  fylde,  to  step  into  the  proper  shoes, 

In  the  presence  of  such  great  ideas,  and  have  practice  how  to  walk  in 

who  cares  what  becomes  of  me?  I  them.     Yet  he  was  so  caught  with 

really  feel  that  my  marriage  to  Polly,  love  of   service,   and   of   the  navy, 

and  prolongation  of  a  fine  old  breed,  and  so  mad  about  Nelson,  that  the 

scarcely  ought  to  be  spoken  of.     A  General  could  not  help  himself;  but 

man  wno  has  described  the  battle  of  let  him  go  to  sea  again, 

the  Nile  need  not  dwell  on   matri-  Nelson  is  afloat  just  now.     The 

mony.  Crappos    and    the  Dons  appear  to 

Hurried   speech  does  not  become  have  made  up   their  minds  against 

me  on  any  other    subject      Every-  us ;     and    the    former     have    the 

body  has  the  right   to  know,   and  insolence    to    threaten    a    great   in- 

everybody  does  know,  how  the  whole  vasion.     If   I  only   had   two  arms, 

of  North  Devon  was  filled  with  joy,  I   would  leave    my  Polly   to    howl 

talk,  and  disputation,  as  to  Commo-  about    me.      As    it    is,   they    have 
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turned  me  into  a  herring!     Colonel  gun   crash  to  it     His  reputation  is 

Lougher  has  raised  a  regiment,  and  therefore  up — especially  since  he  re- 

I  am  first  drill-sergeant  I  joined   the   church — in  all  churches 

Our    dear    Maid    of  Sker    would  that  can   afford  him.     Yet  he  will 

also    give    her    beautiful    son,   only  not  always  own  that  I  was  his  salva- 

six  months  old,  Bampfylde  Lougher  tion.     Hepzibah  prophesies  nothing, 

Bluett,  to  go   to  the  wars,  and  to  except  that  Polly  s  little  son,  "  David 

fight  the  French  ;  if  any  one  could  Llewellyn,"  will  do  something  won- 

only  show  her  the  way  to  rfio  without  derful,   to  keep    the    ancient    name 

him.     He  cocks  up  his  toes,   in  a  up. 

manner  which  proves  that  his  feet  It  may  be  so.     And  I  think  that 

are  meant  for  ratlines.  he  will.    But  his  father  never  did  it. 

How  the  war  is  raging !  I  run  to  How  many  chances  have  I  missed  ! 
and  fro,  upon  hearing  of  Felix  Far-  How  many  times  might  I  have  ad- 
ley's  Journal,  and  am  only  fit  to  talk  vanced  to  stern  respectability !  Yet 
of  it.  Sir  Philip  comes  down,  with  some  folk  will  like  me  better,  and  I 
his  best  tobacco,  whenever  he  stops  like  myself  no  less,  for  having  pre- 
at  Candleston.  And  a  craft  has  been  tended  to  be  no  more  than  I  am — a 
built  for  me  on  purpose,  by  the  old  poor  frail  fellow, 
fellow  at  Appledore,  and  her  name  The  children  still  come  down  to 
it  is  the  *'  Maid  of  Sker  " — to  dance  the  well,  with  three  of  our  Bunny's 
across  the  Channel,  whenever  a  one-  foremost,  they  get  between  my 
armed  man  can  navigate.  Colonel  knees,  and  open  blue  or  brown  eyes 
Lougher,  and  even  Lady  Bluett,  up  at  me;  in  spite  of  Roger  Berk- 
havo  such  trust  in  me,  that  they  rolles  nodding  to  instil  more  manners, 
cross  if  their  dear  Delushy  seems  some  of  the  prettiest  stroke  my  white 
to  pine  too  much  for  her  husband,  hair,  coaxing  for  a  story.  Then  they 
And  the  Maid  herself  has  brought  push  forward  little  Davy,  thinking 
her  son,  as  proud  as  if  he  came  out  that  I  spoil  him  so,  because  of  his  de- 
of  a  wreck,  to  exhibit  him  to  Moxy,  cided  genius  giving  such  promise  of 
and  Roger,  and  Bunny,  and  Strad-  bard-hood — ^already  it  would  do  you 
ling  the  clerk — in  a  word,  to  all  the  good  to  hear  him  on  the  Jew's  harp, 
parish,  and  the  exlra-parochial  dis-  Nevertheless  I  answer  firmly,  nine 
trict.  times  out  of  ten  at  least — 

Now  I  hope  that  nobody  will  **  Little  dears,"  is  all  I  say,  "  Cap- 
ask  me  any  more  questions  con-  tain  Davy  is  getting  old.  It  is  hard 
cerning  any  one,  male  or  female,  to  tell  a  tale,  but  easy  to  find  fault 
If  I  cannot  speak  well  of  a  person —  with  it.  You  tell  me  that  my  left 
my  rule  is  to  be  silent  arm  will  grow  quite  as  long  as  my 

Hezekiah    found  his  knavery  al-  right  one,  if  I  only  will   shake  it 

together  useless.    He  scraped  him-  about,  and  keep  a  hollow  sleeve  on. 

self  home  at  last ;  and  built  a  bel-  My  pet<^  when  I  get  another  arm,  I 

lows-organ  at  Bridgend,  with  a  74-  will  tell  you  another  story." 
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I  AM  a  man  of  business.  When  of  mere  personal  interest  that  index 
asked  "  What  line  ?"  I  generally  say,  and  page  may  not  yield.  It  is  my 
*'*'  Rather  hard  than  soft."  But  no  desire  to  be,  as  far  as  print  will  per- 
matter — I  am  at  present  off  the  line,  mit,  the  informing  party  in  the  gos- 
SufiQce  it  to  say  that  I  do  not  dis-  sip;  and  that  a  dubious  reader  may 
like  my  business  ;  hviiy  j>er  contra^  I  judge  whether  we  have  common 
do  very  much  like  a  few  weeks  of  sympathies  that  will  go  far  to  make 
leisure  and  recreation  far  beyond  an  equivalent  for  personal  commun- 
its  reach  or  influence.  I  follow  no  ion  with  a  travelled  friend,  I  offer 
method  in  these  relaxations  of  the  him  a  word  or  two  of  explanation, 
yoke  of  life — method  seems  to  me  I  have  a  deep  reverence  for'ex- 
to  be  but  a  continuation  of  the  yoke  plorers  of  Africa  and  the  Rocky  Moun- 
in  a  new  form,  and  to  poison  re-  tains — for  all  men  who  lead  lives  of 
laxation.  But  it  is  my  general  aim  wild  and  daring  adventure,  that  in 
to  get  in  among  such  objects  of  the  gratification  of  a  passion  of  their 
art  or  nature  as  are  the  most  worthy  own  strong  natiu*es  they  may  bene- 
of  enjoyment — picture  and  statue  fit  the  world.  A  percentage  of  the 
galleries,  great  buildings,  and  the  same  respect  I  have  for  your  Alpine 
vestiges  of  departed  empires  for  the  Club  sort  of  people,  who  will  give 
one  ;  mountains,  gorges,  snowy  year  after  year,  and  much  money, 
peaks,  glaciers,  torrents,  and  forests  nardship,  and  danger,  to  the  object 
for  the  other.  So  in  a  careless  way  of  getting  at  some  special  snow- 
I  have  wandered  over  nearly  all  the  covered  summit  as  ^yet  untrodden  by 
best  scenery  of  these  islands,  and  a  man.  Somewhat  of  the  same  char- 
good  deal  of  the  best  to  be  seen  acter  are  the  adventurous  young 
elsewhere  in  Europe.  You  have  on  fellows  who  spend  a  year  or  two  in 
other  occasions  afforded  me  space  for  what  they  call  ^^sport"  in  the  Prairies, 
some  rambling  recollections  of  such  or  go  a-yachting  for  a  like  period 
wanderings.  J  believe  they  serve  a  among  the  icebergs.  But  only  a  few 
trifling,  yet  a  pleasant,  and  so  far  a  of  us  can  do  these  things,  even  if 
useful  purpose.  They  are  gossip  for  they  were  desirable  for  all ;  and 
the  guidance  of  others.  among  the  excluded  are  many  w}io 

No  doubt  we  have  now  a  mar-  can  draw  hearty  enjoyment  out  of 

vellously  rich   traveller's  library  of  the  crumbs  of  such  a  way  of  life  as 

guide-books,  and  every  one  who  goes  may  fall  to  their  humbler  lot 
about  the  world  is  deeply  indebted        The  great  secret,  in  my  opinion,  in 

to  those  who  have  compiled  them,  such  a  small  investment  of  human 

Still  the  man  of  educated  tastes,  who  happiness  as  I  have  referred  to,  is 

is  devising Nthe  best  investment  for  absolutely  to  follow  inclination,  and 

his  coming  weeks  of  recreation,  likes  to  disdain  the  uniform  beaten  path 

to  have  a  chat  with  a  friend  who  of  the  guide-books  on  the  one  side, 

has    gone    over    the    ground.     The  and,  on  th^  other,  ambitious  projects 

guide-book    is    for  reference    more  to    be  attempted  for    purposes    of 

than  rumination.     It  is  all  measured  paltry  notoriety.     Take  it  all  easily, 

off  and  graduated  according  to  scales  If   you    lay    down    a    close  -  fitted 

which  do  not  tally  with  the  sympa-  scheme    of    operations,    you  either 

thies   of    every  reader.     Hence  .the  break  down  in  the  attempt,  probably 

desire  to  obtain  in  gossip  the  matter  before  the   accomplishment   of  the 
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main  object,  or  you  burden  yourself  hopes  and  fears  lay  within  a  narrower 
with  a  responsibility  of  activity,  compass.  After  being  fully  examin- 
watchf ulness,  and  anxiety,  to  which  ed  in  committee,  the  groat  feat  was 
your  ordinary  business,  when  you  re-  shown  to  bo  possible.  If  they 
turn  to  it,  feels  like  a  genuine  re-  missed  no  train,  and  if  no  train  were 
laxation.  First  of  all,  in  such  a  detained  beyond  its  time,  they  might 
question  as  trying  Norway,  examine  set  foot  on  a  point  of  Swiss  soil 
yourself  carefully  on  the  question  whence  it  was  possible  to  get  a 
whether  you  really  love  mountain  glimpse  of  the  snowy  tops  of  the 
scenery — ^love  it  so  well  that  long  Oberland  mountains,  provided  that 
journeying  to  get  at  your  mountain  at  the  critical  moment  the  sky  were 
ground,  and  cold,  and  heat,  and  fa-  perfectly  cloudless.  It  was  a  costly 
tigue  after  you  have  reached  it,  and  fatiguing  affau:  had  success  been 
all  come  welcome  to  you  for  the  certain ;  but  then  consider  the  splen- 
sake  of  that  love  of  the  moun-  did  stakes  played  for — to  have  been  in 
tain.  If  your  honest  conscience  tells  Switzerland — to  have  seen  the  Alps  I 
you  otherwise,  better  resolve  to  dis-  We  all  hoped  success  to  them,  for 
port  yourself  in  Belgium  or  the  they  were  amiable  and  simple,  and 
Rhenish  provinces,  surrounded  by  they  moved  us  with  their  sad  tales 
all  abundance  of  hock,  and  beer,  and  of  disappointment  in  minor  matters, 
tobacco,  and  sausages,  with  so  much  for,  like  our  own  tourists,  they  had 
only  of  mountain  peril  and  adven-  grievously  miscalculated  distances, 
turo  as  leads  you  to  the  top  of  and  expected  between  place  and 
some  verdant  mount  where  stands  a  place  to  meet  many  things  not  there, 
temple  sacred  to  the  dispensation  of  Queen  Mary^s  apartments  in  Holy- 
thcse  comforts  and  luxuries  after  the  rood  were  not  to  be  found  in 
approved  fashion  of  Herman.  It  is  London,  nor  was  Fingars  Cave  to 
surely  time  that  there  should  come  be  met  in  the  Channel.  They  were 
an  end  of  that  national  folly  that  not  singular  in  making  such  geo- 
sets  our  sons  and  daughters  to  ^^do*^  graphical  confusion  regarding  places 
some  established  piece  of  geography  so  distant  from  their  own  hothe. 
for  the  sake  of  "  saying"  they  have  It  is  common  to  others  besides 
done  it  Our  kinsmen  of  America,  tourists.  A  French  novelist  was 
by  the  way,  participate  in  this  laughed  at  in  this  country  for  en- 
mania,  and  are  enlarging  on  it  as  on  abling  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  in  a 
everything  they  take  in  hand.  I  morning  ride  from  her  prison  at 
remember  once  seeing  at  Antwerp  a  Bolton  to  behold  the  tops  of  her 
young  couple  from  New  York,  who  native  Grampians.  But  Sir  Walter 
were  *'  doing  Europe."  London  and  Scott,  the  most  truthful  of  all 
Paris  they  had  got  through— one  romancers  in  his  adherence  to  geo- 
day  to  each,  but  never  mind.  1'hat  graphical  and  historical  conditions, 
both  had  been  visited  was  a  trium-  was  as  far  out  of  his  reckoning  when 
phant  fact  beyond  the  power  of  fate  in  *Anne  of  Qeierstein  *  he  made  the 
to  undo.  But  there  was  a  third  two  English  travellers  encounter 
thing  to  be  done — Switzerland  and  *'  the  magnificent  and  yet  fearful 
the  Alps,  and  the  term  for  their  horrors  of  the  glaciers "  in  travelling 
inevitable  embarkation  to  recross  from  Lucerne  to  Basle, 
the  Atlantic  was  running  so  near  as  All  this  is  appropriate  to  the  first 
to  place  this  achievement  in  fright-  great  question  of  him  who,  when 
ful  peril.  Their  terrors  and  anxie-  the  time  for  the  critical  decision 
ties  aroused  a  sympathetic  feeling  approaches,  casts  a  wistful  eye  on 
among  the  British  tourists,   whose  Norway — how  is  he  to  get  there  and 
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back?  And  when  T  say  "there,"  I  then*  infirmities,  make  a  lono-  voy- 
mean  that  district  of  Norway  where  age  loathsome  to  those  who  say 
he  will  find  its  grand  and  peculiar  with  Campbell,  "flail  to  thy  face 
scenery.  Norway,  Sweden,  and  and  odours,  glorious  sea,"  and  can 
Denmark  are,  in  the  political  and  even  enjoy — 
historical     language     which     deals 

with  populations,  three  small  States.  ''  old  ocetn's  satnmaUan  days. 

They  stand  near  each  other,  out  of   ^^^  roaring  nights  of  reyelry  and  sport." 
the  way  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  and 

are  generally  spoken  of  as  a  cluster,        Our  friend's  ten  days*  experience 
not  extensive  enough  for  two  sove-    of  the  frailty  of  his  brother  men 
reignties,  as  they  now  are,  but  more    had    embittered    and   distorted   his 
appropriate  to  one.    It  is  natural  to    notions  of  the   social    duties.      He 
slip  from  this  into  the  supposition    maintained  that  under  its  influence 
of  an  easy  intercourse  between  the    they  lost  all  sense  of  decency  and 
different    units   of    the    group.    A    of  integrity  so  far  as  concerned  an 
little  attention  to  comparative  dis-    estimate   of    the  amount  to  which 
tances  on  the  map  undeceives  us  in    you    are    entitled    to    throw    your 
this   supposition;    still  more    effec-    burden  on  your  neighbours.     "We 
tually  and  somewhat  harshly  it  is    provide  hospitals  for  those  who  are 
dispersed   by    experience    in    Scan-    the  inevitable  victims  of  disease  and 
dinavian  travelling.     If  you  meet  a    accident  when  they  cannot  afford  to 
German  of  the  Baltic,  or  a  Dane,    pay  for  proper  treatment;  but  what 
or    an   inhabitant  of  the  south  of    right  have  people  to  go  to  sea  and 
Sweden,  who  has  been  a  traveller    bring  all  the  horrors  of  the  hospital 
for  pleasure,  vou  will  find  that  he    under  the  eyes  and  nose  of   those 
has  not  sought  it  in  Norway,   but    who  have  gone  down  into  the  sea 
probably  in  Scotland,   Switzerland,    in  ships  with  the  view  of  thoroughly 
or     the     Tyrol       The     Norwegian    enjoying    themselves?    If    nothing 
scenery  is  twice  as   far    from    his    else  could  abate  the    nuisance,   let 
door ;    and  if  it  were  only  just  as    it  be  enacted  and  posted  up  in  each 
far    geographically,     it    would    be    steamer  that  all  who  give  way  to 
three  times  as  long  a  journey  in  the    such    spiteful     frailties     shall     be 
consumption  of  time.     In  fact,  our    thrown  overboard."      Without  con- 
opportiuities  for  such  a  visit    are    curring  in  measures  of  so  rigorous  a 
better  in  this  country.    But  still  for    character,  we  can  readily  feel  that 
us  the  journey  is  no  trifle.     The    he  who  goes  to  sea  for  pleasure  is 
easiest  way  to  accomplish  it  is  by    entitled  to  grumble  at  the  Mazentian 
sea,   but    to    some   this   will   open    sort  of  companionship  he  is  bound 
grave  considerations.      We  saw  the    to  endure,   and  that  his   sufferings 
other  day  a  friend  fresh  returned    should  obtain  a   little    more    sym- 
from  the  Fiords  who  said  that  his    pathy  than  they  receive  from  those 
voyage    to    and    from   his  selected    who  have  been  the  cause  of  it     In 
touring-ground  cost  him  ten    davs    fact,   to  them    the    misery  of    the 
of  "  pitch  and  toss."    Being  a  cynic,    voyage  is  not  so  great  as  it  appears, 
with  a  peculiarly  constituted  stom-    They  are  in  a  sort  of  trance  of  half- 
ach,    his    griefs    were    not    of    the    somnolent    stupor,   unconscious    of 
usual  kind   associated   in   many   a    miseiy  as  endured  in  themselves  or 
sad  memory  with  rough    sea    pas-    as  inflicted  on  others.     Your  infirm 
sages.     It  took  a  shape    mixed  in    sea-goers  should  look  to  this,  and 
some  measure  with  indignant  wrath    remember  that  they  ought  not  so 
towards    those    who,    conscious    of    much  to  deem  themselves  objects  of 
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compassion,  as  to  suffer  remorse  of  unusual  plan  is  to  sail  in  the  first 
conscience  for  the  grievous  injuries  place  for  Hamburg.  That  town  is 
inflicted  by  them  on  innocent  plea-  now  the  gale  to  many  eminent  parts 
sure-seekers.  of  the  Continent — the  Hartz,  Sax- 
But  how  is  the  person  so  afflicted  ony  and  the  scenery  of  the  Upper 
and  afflicting  to  get  to  Norway  ?  Elbe,  Silesia,  Bohemia,  Bavaria,  and 
Well,  the  case  is  hard,  and  deserves  the  Tyrol.  Hence  the  opportunities 
consideration.  No  doubt  there  are  of  going  anywhere  by  Hamburg  are 
ways  of  abbreviating  the  sea  voyage,  frequent,  and  Hamburg  is  close  to 
but  if  we  do  this  to  the  utmost,  a  Denmark,  and  I)enmark  is  close  to 
journey  to  the  scenery  of  Norway  Sweden  and  Norway.  But  Hamburg 
will  be  rather  longer  than  to  Turkey,  is  about  twice  as  far  from  Bergen  as 
You  cross  the  Channel  at  Dover  or  the  nearest  point  on  the  British 
Folkestone,  then  the  railways  carry  coast  is,  and  though  there  is  frequent 
you  round  by  Hanover  and  Ham-  communication  between  this  country 
burg  to  Altona,  where  there  is  a  and  Hamburg,  it  does  not  follow 
trifling  water  run  to  Kosore  in  Zea-  that  you  will  get  right  on  from  that 
land,  and  another  still  shorter  passes  port  to  your  final  destination :  on 
you  on  from  Elsineur  to  Helsingfors,  the  contrary,  you  will  probably  dis- 
and  so  you  are  in  the  peninsula  cover  that  you  may  wait  long  ere 
wherein  you  intend  to  enjoy  your-  you  find,  or  perhaps  may  never  find, 
self.  But  when  you  are  here  in  a  vessel  sailing  from  Hamburg  to 
Sweden,  and  even  if  you  should  go  Bergen  direct,  and  that  your  chance 
onwardandget  on  Norwegian  ground,  of  getting  there  within  a  couple  of 
it  may  bo  necessary  to  make  up  a  weeks  or  so  will  depend  on  the  suc- 
fittcd  account  between  space  and  cess  of  your  calculations  about  the 
time,  the  end  of  which  may  be  a  available  means  of,  in  the  first  place, 
balance  against  time  so  heavy  that  reaching  Copenhagen,  or  Stockholm, 
if  it  is  to  be  liquidated  in  the  scenery  or  Gotenburg,  or  Christiania,  or 
•of  glaciers  and  snowy  mountains,  it  Christian  sand,  in  one  or  other  of 
will  bo  a  better  investment  to  turn  which  places  you  must  abide  until 
to  the  right  and  gain  Switzerland  certain  arrangements  about  which 
•or  the  Tyrol,  than  to  press  north-  you  have  not  been  consulted  give 
wards.  I  fear  the  necessary  con-  you  an  opportunity  of  getting  either 
elusion  from  these  casual  hints  is  to  Bergen  itself,  or  to  some  place 
'that  the  Norwegian  tour  for  those  nearer  it  on  the  map,  but  possibly 
who  must  take  it  economically  in-  more  distant  from  it  if  we  make  a 
volvcs  a  considerable  sea  voyage,  junction  of  time  and  place,  and  in- 
and  is  consequently  to  be  accom-  elude  delay  in  the  calculation, 
plishcd  only  by  those  who  take  There  are  vessels  to  Christiania 
kindly  to  the  sea,  or  that  other  and  and  Christiansand,  both  in  Norway  ; 
less  estimable  class  already  referred  but  landing  at  either  you  are  still  a 
to,  who,  having  made  up  their  minds  long  way  from  Bergen.  Christian- 
to  endure  a  certain  amount  of  per-  sand  being  in  the  absolute  south 
sonal  affliction,  have  no  hesitation  of  Norway  is  the  nearer  point  to 
-in  dooming  their  fellow-travellers  to  Bergen  by,  sea.  But  the  coasting 
afflictions  of  a  more  appalling  char-  steamer  between  the  two  places  has 
acter.  For  reasons  to  oe  presently  many  incidental  duties  to  perform 
stated  let  us  take  Bergen  as  a  point  on  the  way  ;  and  it  would  be  easy  to 
to  be  reached,  and  see  how  it  is  sail  a  vessel  from  some  port  in  Scot- 
done  under  present  arrangements,  land  right  into  Bergen  harbour  in 
;and  how  it  might  be  done.     A  not  much  less  time  than  it  takes  to  per. 
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form    the    usual    Toyage    between  favour  of  taking  at  home  the  land 

Christiansand  and  Bergen.  journey  that  must  be  taken   either 

At  Bergen  I  found  great  reliance  at  home  or  abroad.  In  the  first 
on  a  packet,  plying  between  that  place,  it  comes  easier  to  us  in  cal- 
port  and  Hull,  touching  at  Chris-  culation  of  time  and  many  other 
tiansand.  It  had  the  advantage  items  to  reach  a  port  in  Britain,  and 
over  such  vessels  as  dropped  you  at  then  take  ship,  than  to  work  our 
Christiansand  and  left  you  there,  way  through  the  Continental  arrange- 
that  you  could  get  on  to  your  des-  ments  for  land  travelling.  Then 
tination  without  waiting  through  the  whole  inland  journey,  if  taken 
some  indefinite  time  for  a  native  on  this  side,  can  be  accomplished 
vessel  going  in  the  same  direction,  by  train,  while  there  is  no  getting 
But  the  map  will  at  once  show  that  to  Bergen  without  posting,  estimated 
this  is  a  long  sea  voyage  when  com-  in  hundreds  of  British  miles  ac- 
pared  to  other  sea  courses  between  cording  to  the  point  where  the  tra- 
Britain  and  Norway.  Measure  the  veller  leaves  steam  behind  him. 
distance  between  the  north-east  All  this,  of  course,  presupposes 
shoulder  of  the  coast  of  Scotland  the  possession  of  what  we  have  not 
and  Bergen — ^you  will  find  that  it  —direct  steam  communication  be- 
is  little  more  than  half  the  distance  tween  the  north  of  Scotland  and 
between  Hull  and  Bergen,  while  Bergen.  Towards  the  establish- 
this  latter  is  of  course  increased  in  ment  of  a  steam  navigation  route, 
the  actual  voyage  by  the  diverg-  there  are  many  considerations  be- 
ence  to  Christiansand.  In  short,  sides  the  mere  breadth  of  water  to 
for   reasons,  as  I   have  said,   to   bo  be  crossed. 

afterwards  laid  down,  the  direct  sail  Trade,   in  fact,   is  almost  the  su- 

across  the  North  Sea  from  Scotland  preme  criterion    in     our    steamship 

to  Bergen,  is  the  way  to  reach  the  intercourse  with    Nocthem   Europe, 

characteristic    scenery    of    Norway  If  it  be  not  yet  quite  clear,  I  hope 

with    the    smallest  amount    of   sea  further    topographical    explanations 

travelling.      Farther,  if  we  desire  in  will  make  it  so — that  the  best  way 

a  straight  line  the   shortest  passage  to  abbreviate  the  sea  passage  to  the 

between  Great  Britain  and  Norway,  focus  of  the  Norwegian   scenery  is 

this  is  it      The  old  Norsemen  knew  by  a  passage  from  Scotland  to  Ber- 

that  well  when  they  swarmed  over  gen.       Fraserburgh     or     Peterhead 
and  peopled    the    eastern    coast    of^would  be,  of  course,  the  absolutely 

Scotland.  nearest  ports  of  departure;   but   if 

This  shortest  way  to  Norway,  we  pass  Aberdeen  and  Dundee,  and 
however,  is  the  property  of  but  one  fiill  back  on  Edinburgh,  which  al- 
part  of  the  empire — that  which  pro-  ready  has  a  large  trade  with  Nor- 
jects  furthest  in  tho  direction  of  way,  we  yet  cut  more  than  two 
north-east  The  inhabitants  of  hundred  miles  off  the  distance  be- 
South  Britain,  if  it  were  open  to  tween  Hull  and  Bergen.  Still,  as 
them,  would  have  a  certain  amount  I  say,  the  tourist  will  only  get  this 
of  inland  travelling  in  England  and  as  a  boon  from  the  trader,  who 
Scotland,  to  enter  against  the  pre-  will  decide  whether  a  trade  between 
sent  amount  of  inland  or  other  tra-  the  Firth  of  Forth  and  the  capital 
veiling  necessary  to  be  undertaken  of  the  central  districts  of  Norway 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel  will  be  remunerative.  That  the 
under  the  present  arrangements,  present  line  of  trade  should  be  by 
But  when  we  come  to  fix  the  ac-  Christiansand  and  Christiania,  is 
count,    the    balance    is    largely    in  because  these  ports  are  on  the  line 
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of  traffic  between  the  far  north  and  sels.  If  he  do  not  condescend  to 
the  ports  of  Denmark  and  Germany,  do  this,  he  may  find  himself  waiting 
Bergen  is  in  reality,  distant  as  it  is,  a  week  or  a  fortnight  in  some  deso- 
the  richest  and  most  commercial  city  late  seaport,  while  a  little  attention 
in  Norway.  A  great  part  of  the  busi>  might  nave  afforded  him  the  be- 
ness  transacted  by  the  northern  towns  stowal  of  these  days  on  the  glitter- 
of  Norway  is  supplied  to  them  from  ing  waters  and  under  the  beautiful 
Bergen.  I  found  there  the  repre-  cliffs  of  the  Fiord.  The  traveller 
sentative  of  a  great  English  ship-  is  himself  entirely  to  blame  if  he 
building  house  making  arrangements  wastes  his  opportunities  by  such 
to  supply  the  community  with  steam-  blunders  ;  for,  in  justice  to  the 
vessels  for  the  passage  to  America ;  Norwegians,  it  can  be  said  that 
and  one  would  naturally  think  that  they  have  done  everything  reason- 
when  trade  can  perform  such  a  feat  able  to  help  him.  Every  week  in 
as  this,  it  would  find  the  direct  trade  summer  there  appears  the  *^  Norges 
with  the  Firth  of  Forth  lucrative.  Kommunikationer   eller   Reiseblad,'* 

Steam    has    done    everything    in  — a  general  time-table  of  all  public 

endowing  us  with  the  riches  of  this  means  of  travelling  by  water  and  by 

new-found    pleasure-land.     We   feel  land.     It  is  printed  in  Christian ia, 

this  more  fully  after  we  have  set  foot  but  it  is  seen  everywhere.     It  may 

on  the  shore  of  Gamle  Norge  than  be    bought    for    something    in    the 

when  we  are  struggling  to  get  there,  neighbourhood  of  a  penny  ;  but  the 

We  might  more  certainly  count  on  value  of  such  a  possession  in  some 

getting    there  without  its   aid   than  remote   station,  where  it  is   a  ques- 

on  wending   our   way  into   the   re-  tion  whether  one  is  to  get  home  in 

cesses  of  the  scenery.     To  one  only  a  week  or  in  a  month,  is  hardly  to 

fortunate    being — the    yachter — are  be  estimated  in  cash, 

these  treasures    open    without    the  Though   issued,  as    I  have  said, 

aid  of  steam;  and   to  him — always  weekly,     its    information    generally 

supposing  that  he  has  in  some  mea-  extends    far    beyond    the  week    of 

sure   satisfactorily  settled  the  ques-  issue.     We  have  not  only  the  times 

tion  how  he  and  his  yacht  are  to  be  of  the  departure  of  vessels  for  Hull , 

transferred  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Leith,     Hamburg,     Denmark,     and 

the    North    Sea  —  once    inside    the  other  places  foreign  to  Norway,  but 

gates  of  the  Fiord,  he  has  such  re-  the  times  when  the  steamers  touch 

sources    in  long  stretches  of  shel-  at  all  the  countless  landing-stations 

tered  water  wending  through   ever-  on  the  long  stretches  of  the  Fiord, 

varying  but  ever-divine  scenery,  as  And  these  steamers  in  the  Fiord  are 

it  is  certain  no  other  part  of  Europe  of  themselves  a  new  and  invaluable 

accessible  by  sea  can  afford  to  him.  gift  to  the  wanderer.     It  used  to  be 

But   the    commonplace    wanderer  said,   in    a  general    way,   that    the 

who  pays  his  fare  has  his  harvest  of  vessels  making  the  periodical  long 

beauty  and  rarity  too,  if  he  knows  coasting  voyages  between  Christiania 

how  to  reap   it.    And   here  is   the  and  Hammerfest  ran  up  all  the  inlets, 

lesson  that  he  has  to  take  in,  namely,  and  afforded    an    excellent    oppor- 

that  he  is  to  read,  mark,  learn,  and  tunity  of  seeing  the  interior  of   the 

inwardly    digest    the    geographical  country.     Where    creeks  or  bays  a 

distribution  of  the  country  he  is  in,  few  miles  long  led  up  to  towns  or 

and  the  relation  to  this  geographical  inhabited  districts,  then  the  vessels 

distribution  of  the  various  arrivals  put  in  on  the  way  of  their  trafBc. 

and    departures    of   public    convey-  But  how  long  time  any  vessel  would 

ances,   and  especially  of  steam-ves-  take  to  sail  from  the  south  to  the 
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north  end  of  Norway,  running  up  each  conv^iently    handle    in   the    open 

successive  sea-arm  and  never  crossing  air.      It  would    strengthen  the  in- 

any,  mav  be  imagined  but  not  calcu-  tending  tourist's  hands  if  such  maps 

lated,  when  it  is  said  that  the  Sogne  could  be  obtained  in  this  country, 

Fiord  alone  would  occupy  a  week.  that  he  may  see  his  work  before 

From  the  invaluable  Reiseblad,  him.  Such  aids,  and  an  English 
and  from  district  maps,  the  stranger  translation  of  the  Reiseblad,  are 
will  discover  how  far  his  available  among  the  possible  additions  to  the 
leisure  will  enable  him  to  thread  all  already  highly-favoured  lot  of  the 
the  intricate  windings  of  the  Sogne  wanderer  in  Norway, 
and  its  neighbour  the  Hardanger.  So  much  for  the  means  of  inde- 
He  will  wei^  with  himself  in  joint  pendent  action.  But  there  is  another 
estimates  of  his  tastes  and  his  dis-  alternative  of  a  totally  different  cha- 
posable  time  how  far  he  is  to  stake  racter  open  to  him.  He  can  put 
his  fate  in  the  vessel  he  may  be  in  himself  under  tutelage  or  direction, 
for  the  time,  and  how  far  ho  will  and  leave  the  responsibility  of  laying 
take  his  chance  of  enjoyment  at  out  the  whole  scheme  of  his  labours 
any  of  its  many  stations,  or  go  a-  and  his  enjoyments  to  a  master- 
shore  and  remain  for  its  successor,  spirit  Almost  every  visitor  to 
In  short,  his  resources  are  abun-  Norway  buys  Bennett's  Handbook: 
dant  and  all  pleasant  Perhaps  it  has  the  advantage  over  those  made 
he  may  find  some  difficulty  in  up  at  home,  that  it  is  refreshed  year 
mastering  the  technicalities  of  the  by  year  with  information  on  the 
Reiseblad,  but  not  of  a  formidable  spot.  In  its  first  page  we  are  told 
kind,  if  he  sets  his  face  to  it  dog-  as  one  of  the  blessings  of  Ghristiania, 
gedly,  as  Johnson  says.  The  good-  that  *^  Mr.  Bennett  is  generally  on 
natured  Norwegians  have  done  board  as  soon  as  the  English  steamers 
everything  they  can  for  him,  since,  arrive  at  the  quay,  or  as  soon  as  the 
indeed,  they  have  supplied  him  custom-house  officer  comes,  and,  if 
with  a  glossary  of  terms — and  a  very  requested,  will  convey  to  his  own 
sensible  glossary  it  is,  as  this  extract  house  the  luggage  of  those  who 
at  the  beginning,  in  which  the  Eng-  wish  to  be  fitted  out  by  him  with 
lish  meanings  are  printed  in  italics,  carioles ;  and  in  case  there  is  any- 
will  show  :  Af,  of  ;  A f gang,  de-  thing  subject  to  duty,  he  will  clear  it 
parture  ;  Afgangstider,  hours  of  de-  through  the  custom-house."  Hence, 
parture ;  Afgangsdagene,  days  of  as  one  duly  warned,  I  have  been 
departure ;  Afstand,  distance,  careful  to  avoid  placing    my    first 

That  he   may   do  full  justice  to  step  in  Norwegian  ground  at  Chris- 

the  Reiseblad   and   to  himself,  the  tiania,  for  in  vain  is  the  net  spread 

tourist    should    secure  local    maps  in  the  sight  of  any  bird.     But  there 

according  to  the  districts  to  be  dis-  may  be  others  who  take  a  different 

tinguished  by  his  presence.      The  view  of    such    matters ;  and    it    is 

usual  British  geographical  maps  of  but  fair  that  they  should  be  made 

the   whole    Scandinavian  peninsula  aware  of  the  existence  and  functions 

are  as  useless  to  him  as  a  map  of  of  the  great  Bennett     I  admit,  too, 

Europe.     The  best  of  them  will  per-  that,  but  for  the  risk,  I  might  have 

haps    comprise  the    whole  of    the  endeavoured  to  get  a  sight  of  that 

scenery  district    in  a  comer    four  master  of  the  art  of  guideship — one 

inches  square.     The  basin  of  each  of  to  whom  those  who  haunt  the  Ober- 

the  larger  Fiords,  given  in  sufficient  land  or  Killamey  are  but  as  common 

detail  for    practical   purposes,   will  rank  and  file  in  comparison  with  a 

cover  as  liu^e  a  map  as  one  can  Napoleon    or  a  Wellington.      This 
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organisation  of   all   the   offices  that  occasions  to   make  proposals   Uiat  any 

minister  to  the    wants    and    weak-  mejnber  mav  suggest   for  the  comfort 

«^oo«a    ^4     *k^    f^^^'of     ^^»«.A/«f:r.<*  ^"d  convenience  of  tourists.    Members 

nesses    of     the    tounst--connecting  ^f  the  Club  can  buy  at  Mr.  Bennett's, 


rnnceived  from  t!m«  to  «in«  hv  the    ^^    "*"    Tourist   CTub,   that    they   are 
conceivea  n-om  time  to  time  DJ  tne   niembere  of  the  same,  which  wUl  secure 

great    minds    of    the   world.     It  is  them  civility  and  a  preference  to  the 

likely  that  to  many  he  has  proved  beds."— Handbook,  p.  3. 

the  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend ;  _.                      ^u  i.  t>        xx    ,., 

and  if  he  has  also  been  their  master,  ,  Thus  we  see   that  Bennett,   like 

owner,  and  driver,  it  were  pity  to  <>*«•■  swereigns,  has  established  an 

disturb    them,  good   souls,    uncon-  o™«'  «*  cluvah-y,  with  an  appropn- 

scious  in  their  happy  slavery.  »*?    decoration  and   unportant  cml 

Lest  any  member  of  the  tourist  pnjJleges.             ,.        ^  ,        .^     , 

flock  should  be  a  desolate  wander-  ,   Bennett  is,  on  the  whole,  evident- 

er,   unable  to    find   his  Nestor  and  H  »  magnanimous  despot,  showing 

guide,   there    is  at  the  end  of  the  *""*«•*.«"  ™  *^/  ™»°t  f^^f  "» 

Guide-Book  to  Norway  a  smaU  map  T^""^  ^«  °^^^  ^,  t^*  fobsh  tonr- 

or  ground-plan,  showing  on  a  con-  '1*  '***  ""f*"^   of  helpmg  himself, 

spicuous    street    on    the  one  hand  He  seems  to  say,  If  you  can  get  on 

"the  way  to    the   palace,"   on  the  without  me,  do  so  by  all  mwns,  and 

other  "Bennett's  house,"— thus  pro-  J"^*  }^  "<>  '""^  »*  P^^  literature 

viding  against  the    confusion    with  *»  h«lp  yo"-    An  important  element 

one  another    of    two  -  distinguished  "?  "»'^  literature  is  a  "selection  of 

establishments.      Like     all     reaUy  L''™^*^    *?'"   ^"^^    ^7"^^^.,^ 

great  rulers,  one  sees   that  Bennett  ^'T^'   ^^  ^-   Bennett"     In  this 

supports  his  power  by  a  policy,  and  ^e  shows  a  marvellous  sagacity  in 

appears  to  act  not  so  much  by  the  «>M<='P»t'?K^.">e  natural  tastes  and 

dictates  of  his  own  will  as  by  the  1*^"**.  **'  his  wuntrymen;  and  rf 

pressure  of  circumstances.     His  is  ^^T  »»  *ny  mfluence  that  wou  d 

a    constitutional    government,    and  jn^uce  th«m  to  leara  a  litUe  Norsk, 

one  important  cUuse  in  the  charter  ^t  ^'^  certamly    found    it  in  the 

of  its  constitution  is  very  neatly  and  5**™'=*' ^e  utteroncw  which   he  en- 

cl^jy_e.plained  in  the  foUoUg  f--^   •V'^'^caf  T 'h^i  t 

drink  ?"       **  Have  you  any  beer  ?" 

*'The  Tourist's    Club    ought  to   be  "Bring  another    bottle    of    beer?" 

supported   by  every  traveller  in   Nor-  "Bring    me   a  glass    of    brandy?" 

dollars  for  a  life  subscriber.    This  sum  fna-water.       "  Have  you  any  Eng- 

en titles  the  donor  to  receive  a  copy  of  "Sh     porter  ?"        "  Have    you    any 

an   interesting    book    published   every  claret?       Any    champagne?       Any 

year,  and  accounting  for  the  outlay   of  hock  ?"      **  Let     me   have   a   botUe 

WkX4ict.n?^ne^^;"en'^rhi;  i'^'?;*'.    N«"   "e  other  wants  of 

name  as  a  subscriber,  and  he  will  un-  ^"®   '^wistian   gentleman  neglected, 

dertake  to  forward  the  annual  publlca-  though    whether    they    are    of    so 

tion  through  the  book-post     The  sub-  urgent  a  character  may  be  doubted 

3«te''to*?ce^lJXnl''  X^'^^m"?  "Where  is  the  church  f'      "How 

lourtsia  to   see   waterfalls,    &e.,  which  /„_   ^«.    .     xv^    «u„.^k  »»»      tt  -aru.* 

would  otherwise  be  Inaccessible.      Mr.  ^?'   ^^   *^   *"®    church  f       "  What 

Bennett    attends    the    annual  meeting  ^™®     <io®8     ^®      service     begin  ?" 

himself,   and  will  be  happy   on  such  "  Where  is  the  clergyman*s  house?" 
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Bennett  has  not  overlooked  the  some  home  words,  although  it  is 
means  of  expressing  the  national  differently  spelt,  let  him  not  attempt 
impatience.  If  you  want  to  say,  to  pronounce  it  from  its  spelling — 
*'Be  quick,"  "  Voer  snar"  is  put  at  he  is  much  more  likely  to  be  undcr- 
your  disposal.  For  "  look  alive,"  .  stood  if  he  use  the  corresponding 
you  have  the  choice  of  "skynd  dig"  home  word.  It  is  the  ambition  of 
and  **  veer  lid t  snart."  In  this  class  Bennett,  however,  to  supersede  this 
of  suggestions  we  do  not  find  that  clumsy  alternative,  and  to  give  you 
British  national  oath  which  has  re-  the  means  of  uttering  the  most  diffi- 
sounded  over  Europe  from  the  days  cult  sentence  exactly  as  it  would  bo 
of  Joan  of  Arc  downward!*,  and  this  uttered  by  the  native  Norsemen, 
we  must  hold  as  a  serious  omission.  An  instance  or  two  will  show  the 
On  the  other  hand,  resources  are  debt  of  gratitude  which  he  has  laid 
supplied  to  meet  desperate  emergen-  upon  the  tourist  by  this  service, 
cies;  as,  for  instance,  "Have  you  The  great  first  question,  "What 
anything  to  bale  out  the  boat  with  ?"  can  I  have  to  eat  ?**  is  in  the  written 
Thus,  if  you  find  the  vessel  filling  language  "Hvad  kan  jeg  ftia  at 
with  water,  and  rapidly  sinking,  spise,"  but  as  pronounced,  "Vah 
you  have  the  consolatory  conscious-  kahnn  yei  foh  ahtt  speesd  ?"  So 
ness  that  somewhere  in  your  lug-  also,  "  I  should  like  a  roast  chicken 
gage  there  is  a  mentor  in  print,  and  to  breakfast,"  "Kan  jeg  faa  en  stegt 
somewhere  in  its  pages  there  is  a  Kylling  til  Frokost,"  is  phonetised 
resource  for  the  occasion,  and  it  is  into  **  Kahnn  yei  foh  en  stehgt  k'yl- 
in  these  words :  "  Har  de  noget  at  lig  till  Frohkost."  "  Can  I  have 
oese  Baaden  lens."  But  the  bene-  roast  mutton?"  **Kan  jeg  faa 
volenco  of  the  mentor  does  not  stop  Faaresteg ;"  phonetised,  "  Kahnn  yei 
here.  These  words  are  spelt  in  the  foh  Fohr-a-stehg."  Perhaps,  when 
Danish  or  Norse  fashion ;  but  for  the  intending  British  tourist  has 
the  relief  of  the  agonised  English-  made  himself  acquainted  with  the 
man,  he  has  them  as  they  would  be  facilities  for  easy  and  comfortable 
spelt  if  they  were  English  words  :  travel  thus  set  before  him,  it  may 
"  Hahr  de  nohg-utt  ahtt  oesa  Bohd-  be  yet  an  additional  comfort  to 
unn  lenns."  This  must  render  the  know  that  his  own  native  English 
making  of  the  critical  inquiry  easy  to  will  carry  him  over  a  great  part  of 
the  species  of  intellect  known  in  the  Norway.  He  owes  this  to  the 
tutorial  world  as  "  the  meanest  energy  of  the  Bennetts,  and  others 
capacity."  of  his  countrymen,  and  to  the  nat- 
And  this  introduces  us  to  the  ural  cleverness  and  civility  of  the 
great  Bennett  in  a  new  character —  natives.  If  he  choose  his  directions 
as  a  philosopher  of  the  phonetic  after  sufficient  inquiry  he  m<iy  see 
school.  Now  to  pronounce  it,  so  many  places,  and  converse  with 
as  to  bo  intelligible  to  the  natives,  many  people,  without  speaking  or 
is  the  great  difficulty  with  all  who  listening  to  any  language  but  his 
have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  a  own.  It  is  not  merely  that  those 
language  through  grammars,  diction-  who  have  to  deal  with  travellers 
aries,  and  the  reading  of  books,  learn  a  roadside  English  for  travel- 
There  is  one  extremely  valuable  lers*  purposes,  like  the  waiters  of 
rule  for  a  British  traveller  in  all  the  the  hotels  in  Switzerland,  and 
countries  where  the  base  of  the  Ian-  thence  down  the  Rhine.  Tlirough 
guage  is  like  his  own  Teutonic  Norway,  there  is  a  far-spread  know- 
When  he  meets  with  a  word  that  ledge,  not  only  of  the  English  Ian- 
has  evidently  a  common  origin  with  guage,   but  of  our  institutions  and 
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our  literature.     The  engineer  of  one  attentions.     "  The  object,"  he  says, 

of  the  Fiord  steamers — the  station-  "of  the  day-book  at  the  station   is 

master  who  sees  that  you  get  your  to  complain  of  extortions,  or   other 

cariole — men  of  that  class  will  take  misconduct;    but   so   many    foolish 

advantage  of  their  opportunity,  and  remarks  are  made  by  some  English 

ply   the   British    tourist    sometimes  travellei*8   that   the   authorities    scl- 

very  closely  for  knowledge  in  return  dom      pay     attention     to    anything 

for  what   they  impart.     And  when  written  in  English  on  that  account ; 

he   returns   home  and   narrates   his  it  is   therefore   very   advisable  that 

travels  and  adventures  in  the  com-  this  should  be  discontinued."     And 

mercial  room,  there  is  no  necessity  further,    "  travellers   should   bear  in 

for  that  traveller,  in  retailing  his  col-  mind   that   the  obligation  upon   the 

loquies  with   "  the  natives,"  reveal-  peasants  to  post  is  a  tax  upon  them, 

ing    the  language   in   which   it  has  and  that,   so  far  from  their  confer- 

been  held,  nor  need  he  explain  how  ring  a  favour  upon  the  peasants  by 

incompetent    he    found    himself    to  hiring  the  horses,  the  latter  would 

improve     the    knowledge    of    these  be  much  better  pleased  if  there  was 

natives  on  the  masterpieces  of  Eng-  no  travelling  on  their  road."     How  it 

lish  literature.  is  that  in  a  country  where  the  people 

But  there  is  another  opening  for  take  and  enjoy  freedom  of  action, 
him  who,  having  no  language  but  this  yoke  should  have  been  secured 
his  own,  desires  to  penetrate  into  upon  the  peasantry  near  the  high- 
distant  wilds,  where  he  will  utter  roads,  is  a  mystery.  But  it  is  surely 
that  language  in  vain.  Let  him  adding  insult  to  injury  when  the 
provide  himself  with  a  Tolk — that  traveller,  who  is  so  entitled  to  take 
is,  an  interpreter.  Such  a  posses-  what  the  peasant  has,  may,  at  the 
sion  adds  a  new  and  potent  element  same  time,  utter  haughty  taunts 
to  the  dignity  of  the  Storr  Engla-  because  his  poor  possessions  are  not 
sher.  It  announces  not  only  that  on  the  scale  of  the  posting  establish- 
hc  does  not  condescend  to  know  the  ments  that  were  on  the  old  English 
language  of  the  people  he  is  travel-  roads.  And  hence  is  a  very  just 
ling  among,  but  also  that  he  can  comment  by  our  author:  "At  the 
pay  well  for  such  a  distinction.  He  'fast'  stations  a  certain  number  of 
thoroughly  enjoys  the  consciousness  horses  are  obliged  to  be  kept;  but 
of  his  own  greatness,  being  some-  during  certain  parts  of  the  year, 
thing  like  that  of  a  Lord  Chancellor  when  horses  are  much  in  demand, 
or  a  Secretary  of  State,  whose  high  it  is  often  the  case  that,  instead  of 
official  position  makes  it  becoming  a  complaint  being  written  against 
and  necessary  that  he  should  be  .the  station-master  if  the  posting  is 
attended  by  a  Private  Secretary,  not  quite  as  may  be  wished,  an  ap- 
Tho  great  Bennett  may  bo  trusted  peal  should  be  made  to  the  authori- 
to  procure  a  Tolk  to  order  and  speci-  ties  to  increase  the  recompense  of 
fication — solemn  and  pompous,  or  the  station-master  in  order  that  he 
chatty  and  lively,  as  may  suit  his  may  bo  enabled  to  keep  more 
master's  turn  of  mind.  horses." 

And  now,  before  parting  with  the  Perhaps   the  reader   is   becoming 

unseen  friend,  let  me  say  a  word  in  tired  of  all  this  fuss  of  anticipation 

justice    to    a    certain    vein    of   good  and   preparation,  and  would   rather 

sense    and    good    feeling     running  hear  what  I  have  to  tell  of  Norway 

through     the    literary    counsel    ad-  itself  in   addition   to  what  he  may 

dressed   to   those  who   do   not  pai^  have    learned    otherwise.      He    will 

take  in  the  felicity  of  his  personal  ask  why   I  speak   of   one  peculiar 
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comer  as  containing  **  the  scenery/^  form  shape  atid  height     One  plea- 
when  according  to  me  usual  authori-  sant  feature  of    the  landscape   on 
ties,  Norway  is  entirely  composed  of  either  side  of  the  Norwegian  coaster, 
scenery.     Open  the  guide-hook  any  is    not    seen    from    our    own,    the 
where    and    read    what    you    find,  light-green  patches    on  the  brown 
Mark  the  place    on    the  map  and  hills,  where  the  Norse  farmers  nestle, 
turn    up    some    other    a    thousand  either  in    single  families  or    small 
miles  distant  from  it,  the  one  de-  communities.     Their  wooden  houses 
scription  is  the  echo  of  the  other,  are  mere  dots  on  the  face  of  the  hill, 
Magnificent     prospect    of    hill    and  but  the  pasture  surrounding  them  is 
yalley  —  grand  cascade  —  splendid  of  the  most  exquisite  green  that  the 
mountain    stream  —  abrupt     rocky  eye  ever  enjoyed  ;  and  it  is  the  pecu- 
pass  —  rugged  ascent,   and    so   on.  liar  virtue  of  this  colour  that,  in- 
Yet  this  is  all  truth  in  its  way.     It  stead  of  fatiguing  or  dazzling  the 
would  be  difficiilt,  perhaps,  to  alight  eye  with  splendour,  the  stronger  it 
on  any  spot  in  Norway  where  there  is,  and  the  brighter  the  light  in  which 
is  not  scenery.     I  never  had  an  op-  it  is  thrown,  the  more  gratefully  does 
portunity  at  least  of  doing  so.     It  the  eye  rest  on  it      Though  these 
is    a    mountainous    and  forest-clad  nest^  are  seen  by  looking  upwards 
country,  and  where  these  features  and  over  the  tops  of  steep  rocks, 
are    there    will    bo    scenery.     Any  they  are  not  so  far  above  the  level 
part  of  it  is  therefore  a  pleasant  of  the  sea  as  man^  of  our  moorland 
contrast  to  the  dreary  sandy  fiats  of  sheep-farms.     It  is  easy  to  see  that 
Northern  Germany,  which  from  the  they  are  thoroughly  sheltered,  and 
other  side  of  the  Baltic  stretch  on-  one  can  imagine  any  amount  of  rural 
wards  to  the  slopes  of  the  Carpathi-  comfort  and  felicity  in  the  posses- 
ans  and  the  heights  of  the  Upper  sion   of    their    inhabitants.      These 
Elbe.     If  you  take  a  day  or  two  at  green  spots,  and  some  eccentricities 
any  of  the  small   towns  along  the  in  the  formation  of  the  rocks,    are 
coast — as  Christiansand  and  Stavan-  the  chief  matters  of  interest  in  the 
ger — you  have  as  much  of  rock,  hill,  coasting  voyage  within   the  islands 
and  forest  in  your  daily  walks  as  or  skerries,  and  in  truth  the  plea- 
can    be    crowded    together.     In  an  sures  of  the  voyage  are  apt  to  be 
hour's  saunter  from  your  comfortable  exaggerated  by  those  who  have  come 
inn,  you  may  come  unprepared  on  into  its   shelter  after  suffering  the 
a  cataract  that  would  be  famous  in  disquietudes  of  the  open  sea. 
all  the  guide-books  if  it  belonged  to  Here  we    have  a    line  of    coast 
Scotland,  and  would  wash  away  the  running  through  fourteen  degrees  of 
Isle  of  Wight  with  all  its  chines  if  latitude,  and,  with  its  sinuosities, 
it  could  be  made  to  pour  itself  forth  making  a  voyage  of  more  than  two 
there.     The  scenery  in  the  run  along  thousand  miles.     There  is  no  gen- 
the  coast  after  we  get  into  the  string  eral  "  tableau,"  as  the  French  say, 
of  islands,  is  full  of  variety  and  plea-  to  be  expected  of  such  a  country, 
sant  interest.     It  has  a  strong  re-  One  man  has  perforated  a  hundred 
semblance  to    that    of   the  voyage  miles  or  so  from  one  town  or  station 
along  the  west  of  Scotland  between  — some  one  else  from  another,  and 
the    Hebrides    and    the    mainland,  except  what  may  be  due  to  varia- 
It    is  perhaps    scarcely    so    grand,  tions  in  the  animal  spirits  or  the 
not  owning  any  conspicuous  peak-  literary  capacity  of  the  writers,  there 
ed    tops    like  Cruachan    and    Ben  is  little  variety  in  the  account  they 
Nevis,  for  the  coast  hills  of  Scandi-  have  to  offer.    Before  the  days  of 
navia  are  all  bluffs  of  a  pretty  imi-  steam  navigation  there  was  scarcely 
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a  notion  of  national  unity  in  the  with  the  epidemical  disease  of  the 
various  districts  of  Norway — the  ad-  jaundice  and  a  giddiness  of  the  head, 
venturous  wanderer  who  went  ashore  which  is  most  especially  apt  to 
and  tried  to  see  something  of  the  seize  on  strangers  unacquainted  with 
land,  knew  only  that  he  was  some-  the  danger  and  uninsured  against 
where  on  the  shore  of  the  North  the  distemper." 
Sea.  It  was  a  sea  of  many  perils  I  never  heard  of  this  form  of 
and  abounding  in  marvellous  mon-  epidemic,  nor  of  the  *'  lemmer," 
sters,  among  them  the  great  sea-ser-  whose  unburied  dead  are  the  cause 
pent  as  we  see  him  depicted  in  the  of  it.  There  is  much  grumbling, 
books  of  Pontoppidan  and  Olaus  especially  by  sportsmen,  about  pesti- 
Magnus.  lent  insects  swarming  and  stinging 
In  the  days  of  our  Charles  II.,  in  the  summer  evenings.  But  this 
Moses  Pitt,  an  author  and  pub-  is  a  plague  peculiar  to  the  far  north. 
Usher,  better  known  for  his  calami-  where  the  mere  holiday  rambler  is 
ties  than  his  achievements,  projected  not  likely  to  be.  Those  who  take 
"  The  English  Atlas."  It  was  to  be  that  long  stretch  do  not  go  for 
historical  as  well  as  geographical,  scenery,  for  that  of  the  midland 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  age,  districts  is  much  finer,  but  for  sport, 
and  was  to  excel  in  magnitude  and  or  the  benefit  of  crossing  the  Arctic 
fulness  of  information  the  great  circle,  contemplating  the  midnight 
Atlas  of  the  Blaeuws  of  Amsterdam,  sun,  and  moralising,  like  Carlyle's 
It  stopped  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  Teufelsdrockh,  "  when  behind  him 
volume,  and  no  other  efibrt  has  lies  all  Europe  and  Asia  fast  asleep 
since  been  made  in  this  country  to  except  the  watchers." 
create  a  geographical  work  on  so  IIow  little  was  known  until  very 
large  a  scale.  It  began  at  the  north  recent  times  of  the  availability  of 
pole,  creeping  over  the  Continent,  Norway  to  the  pleasure- seeker  will 
and,  unfortunately,  had  not  reached  be  known  by  a  small  volume  of 
the  British  Islands  when  literary  travel  very  popular  forty  years  ago. 
death  overtook  it.  Thus  it  is  mo-  It  appeared  in  Constable's  *  Miscel- 
nopolised  by  Russia,  the  Polar  dis-  lany,'  with  the  title,  "  Narrative  of 
tricts,  Scandinavia,  and  Germany,  a  Tour  through  Norway,  Sweden, 
It  describes  each  district  at  great  and  Denmark,  by  Derwent  Conway, 
length,  and  Norway  is  conspicuous  author  of  Solitary  Walks  in  Many 
only  by  the  little  that  can  be  said  Lands."  Derwent  Conway  was 
on  so  imperfectly  known  a  land.  It  Henry  David  Inglis,  an  author  credi- 
tells  us  that  "  the  long  ridge  of  tably  reputed  as  uniting  accuracy  to 
high  mountains  which  divide  tliis  liveliness  and  picturesqueness  of  de- 
kingdom  from  Sweden  are  con  tin-  scription.  Far  the  greater  part  of  his 
ually  covered  with  snow,  whence  narrative  refers  to  Norway,  where 
intolerable  sharp  winds  are  sent  he  sometimes  lived  with  personal 
down  into  the  valleys  beneath,  friends,  and  sometimes  wandered  as 
which  by  this  means  become  deso-  the  humour  led  him.  He  had  thus 
late  and  unfruitful.  But  more  abundant  opportunities  of  seeing 
southerly,  and  all  along  the  western  both  the  people  and  their  country, 
coast,  the  air  is  much  more  temper-  and  he  made  good  use  of  these 
ate,  and  would  be  healthful  enough  opportunities.  His  book  is  elo- 
if  not  corrupted  by  the  putrefaction  quent  of  torrents  and  cataracts, 
and  stench  of  a  certain  kind  of  rats,  remote  solitary  lakes,  gloomy  haunt- 
called  by  the  inhabitants  lemmer,  ed  forests,  and  rugged  rocky  clefts, 
which    infect    the   whole    country  He  invades  the  territory  of  the  wolf 
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and  the  bear,  and  dwells  on  the  in-  and  thus,  between  train  and  inland 
iSuence  of  the  mighty  solitudes  narigation,  we  arc  set  down  as  far 
through  which  he  wanders  day  after  northward  as  Lilliehammer.  Then, 
day.  It  was  a  refreshing  book,  again,  a  few  miles  of  flat  ground 
telling  of  new  ground  to  those  who  being  available  at  Trondheim,  the 
were  getting  tired  of  the  long-trod-  railway  system  has  shown  its  earn- 
den  circles  of  the  European  tourist,  est  desire  to  do  whatever  it  can, 
It  was  indeed  the  one  boolt  that  did  by  seizing  the  opportunity  and  lay- 
more  than  any  other  to  direct  the  ing  down  a  distant  isolated  line. 
eyes  of  the  pleasure-idler  towards  From  the  Naes  and  Christiansand, 
Norway.  Yet  it  is  plainly  to  be  at  the  southern  extremity,  to  the 
seen,  in  reading  his  book,  that  he  Arctic  Ocean,  the  country  is  one 
had  not  come  within  two  hundred  rough  cake  of  solid  rock,  notched 
miles  of  the  characteristic  scenery  of  and  broken  here  and  there.  It  is 
Norway — characteristic  in  this,  that  the  primitive  granite  and  the  neigh- 
it  is  to  be  found  in  Norway  and  no-  bouring  gneiss,  which  this  granite 
where  else.  It  has  doubtless  hap-  has  the  credit^  when  in  its  hot  and 
pened  so  with  many  others  as  with  fierce  state,  of  having  roasted  into 
Inglis.  They  have  wandered  about  its  existing  crystalline  condition, 
in  fine  wild  scenery,  unconscious  While  this  roasting  was  in  progress 
that  beyond  it  lies  other  scenery  as  it  was  no  doubt  accompanied  by  a 
much  above  it  in  excellence  as  the  mighty  amount  of  spluttering,  seeth- 
Trossachs  are  above  Habbie^s  Howe,  ing,  and  roaring,  especially  in  affairs 
I  now  propose  that  we  shall  find  between  the  molten  masses  and  the 
our  way  geographically  to  the  re-  North  Sea.  The  result  was  to  leave 
gions  of  that  scenery,  by  beginning,  a  roughened  surface,  knobs  sticking 
like  teacher  and  schoolboy,  with  up,  and  clefts  between  them,  where 
certain  primary  truths.  The  distri-  perhaps  at  some  time  there  had 
bution  of  the  railway  system  is  now  been  an  outburst  of  heated  air  un- 
one  of  our  guides  to  physical  geo-  der  the  molten  stone.  Then  after- 
graphy.  We  see  the  lines  passing  wards,  when  all  was  hard  and  cold, 
up  the  valley  of  the  Alps,  but  the  came  the  other  infiuenccs,  frost  with 
whole  railway  system  of  Europe  is  its  icebergs  and  glaciers,  water  with 
put  to  a  dead  stop  by  the  clump  of  its  raging  torrentn,  all  cutting  and 
stumpy  hillocks  called  the  Harz  deepening  those  marks  that  now 
Mountains.  They  are  not  perforated  give  the  country  its  awful  beauty, 
by  long  fiat  valleys  like  the  Alps,  But  it  is  not  a  territory  of  wide 
and  in  some  measure  our  own  High-  glens,  or  straths  as  we  call  them, 
lands,  but  stand  as  so  many  sepa-  The  Alps  supply  the  great  streams 
rate  knobs  interrupting  the  broad  that,  in  the  channels  of  the  Rhine, 
level  of  Northern  Europe.  Their  the  Rhone,  and  the  Danube,  float 
mineral  riches  would  naturally  pur-  downwards  to  the  German  Ocean, 
chase  abundant  railway  traflftc,  but  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Black 
the  engineering  difficulties  are  in-  Sea.  All  these  streams — the  Inn, 
exorable.  Norway  partakes  of  the  the  Iser,  the  Salz,  the  Arve,  and 
same  character  on  a  larger  scale,  many  others — wind  through  flat 
The  country  is  naturally  enterpris-  and  fruitful  valleys,  passing  in  long 
ing.  The  great  roads  are  wonder-  stretches  through  the  mountains, 
ful  triumphs  of  engineering,  and  From  the  upper  range  of  these 
railway  enterprise  has  done  what  it  valleys  the  snowy  Alps  are  seen 
can.  There  is  a  line  from  Christi-  towering  aloft.  Were  it  not  for 
ania   to   the   long  lake   of  Mi5sen ;  the  valleys  deep  down  within  them. 
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the    snowy   summits   would  not  be  water    under    such    conditions    arc 
pitched  so  far  above   the  eye,  and  susceptible  of  an  infinite  and  beauti- 
the   scenery  would  not  be  what  it  fnl  variety ;    and  the  whole  enjoy- 
is.      We  are  not  to  expect  this  class  ment  of   the  scene  is  enriched  by 
of  scenery  in  Norway.     The  valleys  the  long  summer  tw^ilight,  with  its 
are  not  deep  and  broad,  like  those  warmth  and  its  brilliant  colours, 
of  the    Alps,    and    the    mountains  Take,  for  instance,  a  scene  that 
themselves  are  but  half  the  height  may  open  on  you  any  fine  afternoon 
of  those    in    the   central    range    of  on  the  Fiord  itself,  or  the  roads  that 
Europe.     We  must  therefore  expect  twist  themselves  in  curves  and  zig- 
nothing    in  Norway  like   the   seen-  zags  down  to  the  edge  of  the  water, 
ery    of   Chamouni  and  Meyringen,  From  the  ridge  right  overhead,  some 
though  it  is  an  open  question  whc-  three  thousand  feet  or  so,  a  stream 
ther    we    may    not    see   something  large  enough  to  be  counted  a.  river 
finer    even     than     these    renowned  among  us    is    pitched  into  the  ah*, 
regions  can  afibrd.  Away   it    goes  in    great  clouds  of 
If  you  look  at  any  common  map  spray  and  water  dust     Perhaps  at 
of  Norway  you  will  see  how  deeply  some   break    in    the    precipice    the 
the  Fiords  or  branches  of  the  sea  drenching    showers     thus     thrown 
cut  into    the   land.      Here,  at   dis-  abroad  concentrate,  and  the  wander- 
tances  of  from  a  hundred  to  a  hun-  ing  mists  are  again  a  stream.      It 
dred  and  fifty  miles,  is  the  solid  cake  may  cast  itself  abroad,  and  re-form 
of  rock  cut  through,  and  that  solid  itself  over  and  over,  or  it  may  take 
cake,  from  about  two  thousand  feet  but  a  single  leap,  pelting  the  rocks 
in  height  near  the  open  sea,  thick-  below  with  an   eternal  patter,  as  of 
ens  inland  until  it  reaches  from  six  a  thunder-shower.      When  you  see 
to  eight  thousand  feet.      Here  there  the  thin  white  thread  far  up  in  the 
is   abundant  available   material   for  cleft    of   the   black    rock,   you    are 
scenery    on    a    great    scale.       The  sensible  of  the  height  of  the  wall 
waters  let  loose  from  the  heaped-up  that  by  distance  diminishes  the  heap 
snows  of  the  long  winters  do  their  of  waters    that,   in  some   shape    or 
part,    along    with    the    rocks    and  other,   descend  to    the  level  where 
clefts,  to    complete  the    glories    of  you    stand.      All   over    the    rocks, 
the  scenery.      Instead   of   escaping  wherever  there  is  standing-room  for 
through  long  rivulets  down  to  some  them,  trees  burst  forth — tall,  solemn 
stream  which  sends  its  accumulat-  pine-trees  near  the  ground,  dwindling 
ing  waters  through  valley  after  val-  as  they  ascend  to  something  of  the 
ley  into  a    great  river,  the   waters  semblance  of  hothouse  plants.     And 
toss  themselves  right  over  the  ridges  now  suppose  that  on  all  this  scene 
of  rock  into  the  bosom  of  the  fiord.  — the  black  rocks,  the  water,  and  the 
Hence   the    country    is    alive   with  verdure — a  bright  sunshine  is  pour- 
cataracts    of  all    forms    and    sizes,  ing  its  light,  and  tinging  the  mass 
Everybody  knows   that  wonder    of  of    wet    with    all    the    colours    of 
Switzerland,    the    beautiful    Staub-  the  rainbow.     It  is  a  sight,  if  seen 
bach.      Norway  has  no  such  back-  but  once,  ever  to  be  remembered; 
ground    to    such   a  picture   as  the  and  it  may  often  be  seen  upon  the 
Jungfrau,    with    her    far-stretching  Fiords.     There  are  no  common  rain- 
snows  and  sharp  peaks.     But  Nor-  bow  effects — no  sunsets,  no  meteors 
way  is  full  of  Staubbachs,  many  of  — that  will  compare   with  the   hill- 
them  on  a  scale  to  which  the  cele-  side  thus  all  aglow  with  ever-shifting 
brated  specimen  would  be  a  trifle,  colours. 
The  effects  of  rock  and  tree  and  Let  us  endeavour  to  estimate  the 
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scenery  of  the  Fiords  by  comparison  remind  one  of  **  the  sacred  lake  far 
with  some  of  the  most , renowned  off  among  the  hills,"  especially  in 
specimens  of  inland  water  scenery  the  narrow  inlets  shaded  by  the 
in  the  old  established  sight-seeing  spurs  of  Pilatus.  But  altogether 
districts.  I  take,  in  the  first  place,  the  Fiords  are  on  a  grander  sqile ; 
the  Kdnigsee,  in  a  comer  of  Bavaria,  and  if  they  have  features  in  corn- 
near  the  pleasant  yillage  of  Berchtes-  mon  with  those  of  Lucerne,  the 
gaden.  I  suppose  it  is  the  most  parallel  comes  of  the  infinite  variety 
*^ romantic**  of  all  inland  lakes  in  of  remarkable  scenery  lining  the 
the  old  world,  by  reason  of  the  long  stretches  of  the  Fiords.  I 
height  of  its  banks.  I  remember  wonH  admit  to  an  equality  with  it 
when  I  spoke  of  it  some  years  ago  the  lake  scenery  of  the  Salz  Ram- 
in  your  pages,  a  valued  correspondent  mer  Gut,  pleasant  as  its  memory 
of  yours  charged  me  with  injustice  is  from  an  association  with  Long- 
to  it  in  the  matter  of  the  perpendicu-  fellow^s  *  Hyperion.'  That  broad,  flat 
larity  of  its  precipices.  I  had  ques-  precipice,  whence  a  jolly  English- 
tioned  if  they  rose  five  thousand  man  demanded  the  echoes  abusive  of 
feet  right  up  without  break,  and  St  Wolfgang,  is  good  by  itself ;  but 
your  friend  said  they  did.  The  there  are  many  finer  oii  the  Fiords, 
dispute,  at  all  events,  predicated  As  to  lakes  Leman  and  Lausanne, 
considerable  magnitude  of  scenery,  their  adornments  are  of  a  different 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  any  character;  while  Yverdun,  Neu- 
one  scene  I  have  witnessed  from  chatel,  and  the  other  waters  Ijring 
the  Fiord  exceeds  the  effect  from  in  the  hollows  between  the  Alps 
the  middle  of  the  Bavarian  lake,  and  the  Jura,  belong  to  scenery  of 
But  then  this  is  to  all  practical  pur-  far  inferior  class  and  rank.  The 
poses  a  spectacle  only,  not  a  con-  Fiords  have  more  points  in  common, 
tinned  enjoyment  You  cannot  indeed,  with  river  scenery  met  on 
» wander  about  the  banks  of  the  lake,  the  notorious  Rhine,  than  with  any 
It  is  inaccessible  save  at  the  one  other  lakes:  there  is  somewhat  of 
point  where  its  showmen  and  show-  the  same  narrowness  between  the 
women  keep  their  boats.  They  banks ;  but  the  banks  are  several 
row  you  out  to  the  point  of  view,  times  as  high  as  the  spurs  of  the 
and  they  row  you  back.  You  have  seven  mountains.  Then  the  slopes 
seen  the  exhibition,  and  you  have  are  fresh  and  rich  and  green,  instead 
paid  your  money,  and  it  is  all  over,  of  presenting  us  with  dust,  and 
But  once  on  the  Fiord,  you  may  sail  gravel,  and  scrubby  vines ;  and  the 
hundreds  of  miles  in  and  out  of  waters  are  as  pure  as  water  can  be, 
the  long  stretching  branches,  or  instead  of  a  dUution  of  light  grey 
you  ma^  land  anywhere  and  enjoy  mud,  like  the  unwashed  Rhine, 
everythmg  that  can  be  afforded  to  Lastly,  this  scenery  must  not  be 
you  by  such  scenery.  If  you  are  levelled  to  the  dry  sandstone  walls 
tired  of  the  steamer  and  its  com-  of  the  Saxon  Switzerland.  It  stands 
pany,  nothing  is  easier  than  to  take  alone,  indeed,  and  in  nothing  is  it 
up  your  tabernacle  at  any  station  more  admirable  than  in  the  con- 
and  paddle  about,  running  up  here  tinned  shifting  of  its  character, 
and  there  into  the  narrow  creeks,  or  utterly  defying  the  visitor  to  decide 
climbing  up  among  the  cataracts.  which  of  its  man^  restless  moods  is 
The  scenery  of  the  Fiords  has  the  most  secure  m  his  esteem  and 
been  compared  to  that  of  the  Lake  admiration. 

of  Lucerne.       Some    parts  of    the  And  don^t,  along  of  these  lauda- 

scenery  of  the  Fiords  do  strikingly  tions  of  the  rich  feast  prepared  for 
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the  eje,  take  fright  in  the  sus-  Fiords  affords  profuse  opportunities 
picion  that  other  and  more  material  for  enjoying  the  scenery  purely  in* 
food  is  lacking.  Stories  there  are  land.  Land,  for  instance,  at  Eide, 
about  weU-fed  John  Bulls  rejoicing  on  the  Hardanger,  and  get  on,  on 
in  the  fortune  that,  after  long  ab-  foot  or  otherwisje,  to  Vossevangen, 
stinence,  sends  them  some  flad  with  its  deep  solemn  glen,  and 
hrod  and  milh.  In  Norway  there  its  inland  lake  and  river.  When 
is  now  as  much  scenery  as  any  you  are  tired  of  what  you  find  there, 
heart  need  desire  ayailable,  along  start  for  Indevangen,  on  the  Sogne 
with  all  the  comforts  of  the  **  Saut  Fiord,  with  its  mighty  cataract,  the 
Market."  If  any  one  encounters  Keel  Fos.  There  again  the  friendly 
*^  spare  fast  that  oft  with  Qods  doth  steamers  are  at  your  service,  and 
diet,"  it  must  be  of  his  own  special  you  can  spend  your  days  on  board 
seeking.  Here  and  there  on  the  or  on  shore  as  may  suit  your  humour 
Fiords  are  small  hostels  where  salm-  or  vour  disposable  time, 
on  and  venison  especially  abound.  The  amount  of  this  kind  of  life 
Then  the  steamers  are  in  themselves  at  one's  disposal  shifts  from  time  to 
floating  taverns,  wherein  travellers  time,  but  seems  ever  on  the  increase, 
may  fit  themselves  out  for  distant  Murray's  guide-book  published  in 
enterprises  in  uninhabited  wilds.  1870,  treats  the  Hardanger  and  the 
Starvation,  indeed,  is  not  one  of  the  Sogne  Fiords  as  places  to  be  seen 
conspicuously  visible  elements  of  only  by  hiring  boats.  They  are  now 
Norwegian  life.  The  natives  one  regularly  frequented  by  steamers 
meets  on  the  tourist  grounds  are  starting  from  Bergen.  The  head- 
what  the  Irish  call  **moightyayters,"  waters  can  be  reached  by  the  high- 
and  they  treat  strangers  on  their  road  from  Christiania;  but  in  the 
own  scale.  I  have  seen  the  average  present  condition  it  is  far  more  con- 
capacity  of  the.  British  appetite  venient  to  adjust  your  motions  to 
create  among  them  much  compas-  those  of  the  steamers.  Perhaps  next« 
sionate  wonder.  My  last  break*  touring  season  may  see  the  more 
fast  in  Norway  was  taken  alone  at  northern  Fiords  open  to  steam,  and 
my  own  special  order,  and  I  was  then  the  wanderer  can  have  his 
tempted  to  count  the  number  of  headquarters  at  Trondheim  or  Mal- 
preparations  of  fish  and  flesh  placed  mo.  Meanwhile,  there  is  the  less 
at  my  disposal  on  the  occasion,  distant  Bergen  at  his  disposal. 
They  were  in  all  fourteen.  and  it  is  as  well,  perhaps,  not 
As  I  have  already  noted,  one  to  be  too  ambitious.  One  feature 
special  beatitude  of  this  class  of  ever  at  hand  and  conspicuous  in 
scenery  is  the  freedom  of  motion  Norway  is  the  British  Tourist, 
within  and  around  its  centre.  This  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing 
has  been  much  increased  by  the  his  teeui,  because  he  is  due  at  home 
recent  progress  of  steam.  No  doubt  and  cannot  get  thither  at  once.  Ho 
the  Norwegian  boats  are  more  pic-  has  let  himself  step  by  degrees  so 
turesque  than  those  puffing,  bluster-  far  off,  that  a  thousand  miles  lie  be- 
ing monsters;  but,  at  the  same  tween  him  and  home;  and  to  get 
time,  there  is  more  freedom  on  the  through  this  distance,  he  is  at  the 
steamer's  deck  than  in  custody  of  mercy  of  delays  of  steamers,  calcu- 
a  couple  of  rowers,  and  there  is  the  lated  so  as  not  to  suit  each  other, 
abundant  facility  for  leaving  it  and  Even  in  Bergen,  if  he  write  to  his 
seeking  solitude  whether  on  the  family,  he  will  be  fortunate  if  he 
hills  or  on  the  waters.  Passing  get  an  answer  to  his  letter  in  a 
between    the    head-waters    of    the  couple  of  weeks.    This  is  essentially 
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a  country  where  the  Persian  proverb  B^gen,  in  a  book  by  Jonston  of 
should  guide  you,  and  t^ach  you  to  Amsterdam,  called,  "  Illustrium 
"  fold  the  arms  of  resignation  on  the  principumque  scptentrionalium  Eu- 
bosom  of  patience."  One  great  boon  ropse  Tabulae."  These  Tabulae 
is  at  your  hand  in  Bergen  and  several  represent  the  towns  as  they  were  in 
other  places —the  electric  telegraph,  the  last  quarter  of  the  sixteenth 
Its  ample  employment  by  the  in-  century,  or  the  first  of  the  seven- 
habitants  themselves  in  their  busi-  teenth.  The  Bergen  there  repre- 
ness  transactions,  is  a  testimony  to  sented  is  unchanged,  save  that  no^v 
their  activity  and  enterprise.  there    are    villas    round    it,    and 

Bergen  itself  is  not  exactly  a  gar-  of  old  there  was  a  wall  made  of 
den  of  delight  to  the  pleasure-  great  beams  of  wood  set  upright, 
seekers — in  fact,  it  is  unpopular  The  Slot  or  castle,  with  its  fine  Ro- 
among  them.  It  is  said  to  rain  man  tower,  is  naturally  unchanged, 
there  about  360  days  in  the  year,  and  so  are  the  churches.  The  har- 
"  more  or  less."  The  damp  reception  bour  and  the  quays  lie  as  they  did. 
thus  offered  to  the  stranger  is  dis-  The  wooden  beams  have  left  dc- 
couraging,  and  does  not  lead  him  to  scendants  exactly  like  themselves, 
expect  the  divine  sunshine  that  pre-  Facing  the  water  is  a  row  of  high- 
vails  a  hundred  miles  inland.  It  is  gabled  warehouses,  penetrated  by 
said  that  here  the  clouds  crossing  deep,  dark  passages,  endowed  with 
the  Atlantic  encounter  the  first  high  a  most  ancient  and  fish  -  like 
ground.  They  are  consequently  smell,  as  if  their  contents  had  re- 
tapped,  and  pour  out  their  contents  mained  in  them  since  the  days  of 
in  order  that  fine  weather  may  be  the  Dutch  engraver.  Their  wooden 
available  for  the  scenery.  Several  sides  have  been  rebuilt  many  times, 
local  peculiarities  attest  the  abund-  perhaps  not  even  without  change  of 
ance  of  wet.  You  seem  to  have  got  form,  the  timbers,  as  they  decayed, 
into  a  community  of  black  cowled  being  replaced  by  fresh  wood.  There 
friars ;  but  you  find  that  it  is  the  is  not  much  to  attract  in  Bergen, 
custom-house  officers,  and  others  except  for  those  to  whom  the  ob- 
whose  occupation  is  in  the  open  air,  servation  of  a  new  and  peculiar  peo- 
protected  from  the  wet  by  a  pie,  and  their  various  ways,  is  itself 
Macintosh  clothing,  which  covers  a  matter  of  interest.  There  is  a 
the  head  with  a  great  hood,  and  de-  museum  more  curious  than  we  would 
scends  to  the  feet.  Garden  gates  expect,  especially  in  objects  peculiar 
and  timber  railings  have  roofs  over  to  the  district.  Among  these  there 
them  to  keep  them  from  being  rot-  are  preserved  many  specimens  of  the 
ted  by  the  ceaseless  souse.  peculiar  carved  woodwork  of  the 

But  for  all  this,  there  is  some  in-  Scandinavian  races.     They  are  the 

terest  in  Bergen.     Remote  as  it  is  relics  of  an   art   endowed   with   a 

from  the  centre  of  European  life,  it  strange  wild  restlessness  figured  in 

has  established,  and  long  maintain-  dragons,   serpents,   and  monstrous 

ed,  a  separate  vitality  of  its  own.  animals  intertwined  in  contest  and 

Its  houses  are  all  of  timber,  and  the  struggle — a  sort  of  nightmare  school 

characteristic  point  of  such  building  of  art  that  yet  has  a  strange  f  ascina- 

material  is  shown  by  the  ominous  in-  tion  in  it. 

scription,  in  large  letters,  of  "  Brand  If  there  be  not  much  danger  of 

Telegram,"   intimating  that  there  starvation  on  the  Fiord,  still  less  is 

will  be  found  telegraphic  communi-  there  here.     To  give  credit  to  his 

cation  with  the  fire  establishments,  treatment  by   the    mercenary   dis- 

I  have  before  me  an  engraving  of  penser  of  the  comforts  of   an   inn 
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where  such  credit  is  due,  is  a  duty  when   the  steward  brouglit  me  a 

too  often  neglected  by  the  traveller,  good  suit  of  broadcloth,  imputing 

He  rails  sufficiently  when  the  hos-  the  ownership  thereof  to  me.     At 

pitality  he  considers  his  right  is  not  first  I  repudiated  it,  but  recollection 

afforded,  but  neglects  to  record  meri-  gradually    dawned   on  the    affair, 

torious  services.  Thou  shockheaded  They  were  clothing  I  had  brought 

waiter  at  the  Scandinavie,  so  plea-  to  be  worn  in  the  towered  cities  of 

santly  perched  on  the  top  of  the  other  lands,  and  when  I  reached 

hill,  I  have  somewhat  of  a  debt  to  Norway  they  were  laid  aside  and 

discharge  towards  thee.    Thy  aspect  forgotten.     The  Olaf  Kyre  sailing 

and  ways  would  hardly  befit  Lang's  at  early  dawn,  I  had  got  on  board 

or  the  Tavistock.     We,  the  group  at    night,   and    our    shockheaded 

of  British  tourists  assembled  under  friend,   finding  my  clothing,   had 

the  roof   of  the  Scandinavie,  did  brought  it  to  the  vessel,  and  left  it 

not  always  approve  thy  hilarious,  there  without  troubling  me.     Thus 

careless  manner,   nor  thy  way   of  came  it  to  pass,  from  this  instance 

doing  half-a-dozen  things  at  once,  of  honesty  and  attention,  that  my 

and  leaving  more  of  them  half  done,  sojourn  in  Scandinavia  cost  a  few 

Punctuality  and  tidiness  were  not  pounds  less    than  it  might    have 

among  thy  virtues.     We  liked  not  cost. 

the  cleaning  of  the  drinking-glasses.        Good-bye,  reader,  for  the  present, 

nor  the  one  plate  and  knife  that  was  Ere  we  meet  again,  your  fate  for  the 

to  serve  all  purposes.    Yet  was  it  days  of  rejoicing  will  have  been 

my  lot  to  find  m  thy  nature  the  fixed.  But  if  its  destiny  is  to  Scandi- 

stcrling  gold,  to  which  all  such  mat-  navia,  and  yoi^  have  not  yet  stepped 

ters  are  but  tinseb     It  happened  in  on  board,  perhaps  you  can  endure 

this  wise: — Having  sailed  in   the  a  little  more  chat,  which  will  be 

Olaf  Kyre  from  Bergen  to  Christian-  rather  about  the  place  itself  and  its 

sand,  I  was  prepared  to  land,  with  people,  than  the  ways  of   getting 

my  luggage  all  collected  and  packed,  there. 
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A  CENTURY  OF  GREAT  POETS,  FROM  1750  DOWNWARDS. 

NO.  VII. — LORD   BYRON. 

• 

In  all  the  great  competitions  for  f erred   hope.      Nor  is  there  eyen 

fame  there  is  much  that  reminds  such  a  superiority  in  the  slow  re- 

the  reader  of  quaint  John  Bunyan^s  compense  over  the  swift  one  as  to 

parable,  which  his  hero  sees  set  be-  compensate  the  second  of  these  two 

fore  him  in  visible  symbol  in  the  for  his  weary  waiting.     The  sudden 

Interpreter's  house,  and   which  is  reward  may  be  as  lofty,  as  lasting, 

meant  to  refer  to  something  much  as  great  as  the  slow.     *^  Unto  this 

more  important  than  the  reputa-  last"  the  penny  is  given,  the  very 

tion  even  of  great  poets.     Passion  same    penny    which    rewards    the 

and  Patience  are  the  names  of  the  weary  toil  of  him  who  has  borne  the 

two  children,  one  of  whom  has  his  heat  and  burden  of  the  day.     These 

fine  things  all  at  once,  while  the  are  discrepancies  ofnature  which  the 

other  consents  to  wait  for  them,  wisest  can  n^either  account  for  nor 

and  is  seen  serene  and  cheerful,  in  explain.     It  is  so ;   and  if  few  of 

all   the  confidence  of  hope,  while  us  can  say  that  we  have  less  than 

the  poor  little  passionate  soul  has  our  deserts,  it  is  certain  that  many 

had  and  worn  and  spoiled  his  fin-  not  more  deserving  get  more  than 

cry,   and    gnashes    his   teeth    over  we  do — get  it  sooner,  easier,  and 

the  too  rapid  fulfilment  of  his  rash  with  gakti  de  ccsur — while  we  rise 

wishes.      Without    any    deliberate  up  early  and  lie  down  late,  and  eat 

choice  in  the  matter,  which  is  a  the  bread  of  sorrow.     Neither  na- 

thing  seldom  awarded  to  mankind,  ture  nor  religion  affords  any  ex- 

this  contrast  is  continually  present-  planation  of  this.     We  know  that 

ed  to  us  in  the  world.      Seldom,  the  fact  is  so — and  that  is  all  we 

perhaps,  we  may  allow,  is  real  ex-  know. 

cellence  kept  permanently  in  the  There  is  no  better  example  of 
background  ;  its  day  comes  sooner  this  than  that  afforded  by  the  career 
or  later ;  the  blessing  pronounced  of  Byron.  Of  all  the  poets  of  his 
upon  those  who  endure  to  the  end  time,  it  was  he  who  commanded 
is  as  true  in  temporal  matters  as  in  the  most  instant  popularity,  who 
spiritual ;  and  he  who  can  wait  is  had  the  greatest  immediate  effect 
sure  one  time  or  other  of  his  meed,  upon  his  age,  and  whose  position  as 
according,  or  at  least  in  some  sort  a  power  among  men  was  most  re- 
of  proportion,  to  his  worth.  But  markable.  Scott  was  the  only  man 
while  this  is  the  case,  it  is  equally  of  his  time  who  equalled  his  won- 
certain  that  to  some  no  waiting,  no  derful  success ;  but  even  Scott's  in- 
suspense,  is  necessary.  Of  two  men,  fluence,  though  broader  and  deeper, 
between  whom  it  would  be  impos-  was  not  so  intense  and  individual, 
sible  to  discriminate  which  is  the  He  was  like  a  broad,  and  full,  and 
greatest,  one  will  leap  into  sudden  quiet  stream,  enriching  and  enno- 
fame  in  the  very  morning  of  his  bling  without  agitating  the  wide 
career,  while  another  toils  on  pa-  country  through  which  it  flowed ; 
tiently  to  the  lingering  eve  which  but  Byron  was  like  a  torrent,  sweep- 
finally  rewards  him,  but  only  after  ing  everything  before  him,  waking 
long  -  drawn  agonies  of  suspense,  and  rousing  all  the  echoes,  so  that 
and  weariness,  and  sickness  of  de-  nobody  could  ignore  him,  and  even 
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the  quietest  nook  could  scarcely  the  long-run  win,  to  some  sufficient 
escape  some  thrill  of  the  din  and  degree,  that  universal  franchise  ; 
tumult  he  occasioned.  While  only  yet  we  are  obliged  to  allow  that, 
a  few  enthusiasts  knew  and  believed  in  the  first  place,  Poetry  cannot  be 
inWordsworth  and  Coleridge, whom  justly  judged  by  the  multitude, 
no  one  now  will  assert  to  be  inferior  Religion,  if  the  simile  may  be  per- 
to  their  noble  rival,  everybody  had  mitted  to  us,  is  universal  and  for 
heard  of,  and  half  the  world  ad-  the  world ;  yet  religion  is  for  the 
mired  and  adored,  the  daring  young  religious,  for  the  devout,  for  those 
minstrel  who  had  taken  it  by  storm,  who  can  understand  its  spirit  and 
And  before  these  poets  had  done  obey  its  laws;  although,  at  the 
more  than  begin  the  first  difficult  same  time,  for  all  mankind.  In 
steps  of  their  progress  up  the  steep  the  same  way  Poetry  addresses  it- 
hillside  of  Fame,  he  had  reached  self  tothepoetically-minded,though 
the  summit,  and  was  making  the  air  it  claims  an  empire  wherever  intel- 
resound  withi  his  voice  —  a  voice  lect  or  feeling  exists  even  in  infini- 
sometimes  fine  and  musical  as  Ap-  tesimal  portions.  The  poet  is  under- 
ollo^s  lute,  but  sometimes  noisy  stood,  not,  at  the  first  hearing,  b}'  all 
and  coarse  as  any  brazen  trumpet,  minds,  but  by  all  poetical  minds ; 
It  may  even  be  said,  in  some  degree,  and  through  these  Song  filters  as  a 
that  earth  still  resounds  with  that  stream  filters  through  the  golden 
{far-echoing  voice ;  for  among  all  pebbles  and  silver  sand  into  com- 
<!!ontinental  nations  we  believe  that  mon  use,  till  it  becomes  a  daily  re- 
Ike  English  poet  best  known  after  freshment  for  all  men,  sparkling  on 
Sliakespeare  is  Byron.  This  curi-  the  board  of  kings  and  on  the  pea- 
ous  fai  must  have  been  very  per-  sant^s  table.  The  singer  sings  first 
plexing  to  those  of  his  con  tempo-  of  all  for  those  who  have  ears  to 
rarics  ^ibo  were  qualified  to  judge  hear;  and  it  is  by  dint  of  seeing  how 
what  wafi  his  true  position  in  com-  this  melody,  which  at  first  is  to 
parison  wilSi  the  other  living  com-  them  the  vaguest  of  voices,  thrills 
petitors  for  fame  whom  he  so  sig-  through  and  inspires  its  immediate 
nally  distanced  in  the  race.  To  us  audience,  that  the  duller  ears  awak- 
the  balance  liAt  been  set  even  by  en,  and  the  song  swells  out  into  full 
those  slow  agencies  of  Time  which  music  and  meaning  for  ever  a  wider 
work  so  surely,  if  «o  leisurely  ;  but  and  a  wider  circle.  This  is  the  pro- 
the  wonder,  though  less  bewilder-  cess  in  all  ordinary  cases ;  but  there 
iiig,  is  not  less  interesting  at  a  dis-  are  cases  which  are  not  ordinary, 
tance  than  near  at  k^and — especially  To  this  rule,  as  to  all  others,  there 
us  in  this  case  there  seems  to  us  a  are  exceptions.  Now  and  then 
sufficient  explanation  for  it,  with  there  comes  into  the  world  a  sovran 
which  the  mind  can  make  itself  poet  whp  needs  no  interpreters — 
reasonably  content.  whose  verse  wakes  an  echo  in  all 
The  position  occupied  by  Art  of  but  the  very  lowest  intelligence, 
all  kinds — and  especially  by  the  art  and  creates  a  human  heart  where 
of  poetry — in  the  world,  is  a  pecu-  no  heart  seemed  to  be.  These  are 
liar  one.  It  has  no  common  test  so  very  few  in  number,  that  the  de- 
of  use  or  daily  necessity  to  which  all  finition  which  we  have  just  attemp- 
men  can  put  it  alike.  Though  we  ted  to  give  of  the  ordinary  develop- 
are  strenuously  of  opinion  that  the  ment  oi  poetry  among  men  is  scarce- 
.  common  heart  and  mind  of  man-  ly  disturbed  by  the  rare  and  excep- 
kind  is  the  final  judge,  and  that  no  tional  apparition  of  a  Homer  far 
^poet  can  be  great  who  does  not  in  away  amid    the   mist  of    ages — a 
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Dante  towering  high  over  the  crowd-  is  appropriate  to  higher  subjects, 
ed  medieval  world,  or  a  Shake-  and  presenting  to  the  prosaic  mind 
speare,  great  enough  almost  to  over-  the  delightful  delusion  that  it  is 
balance  our  little  island — great  fi-  poetical.  He  who  does  this — who 
gures  who  reign  over  all.  The  has  the  power  ofbringing  the  diction 
position  of  such  monarchs  re-  and  music  of  poetry  to  the  service 
quires  no  preparation — their  thrones  of  those  commonplace  views  of  men 
have  been  ready  for  them  from  and  things  which  are  general  to  the 
the  beginning  of  time,  and  they  common  mass  of  humanity,  and 
take  their  places  with  all  the  of  clothing  conventional  despairs, 
gentle  grace  of  nature,  seeing  no  miseries,  and  triumphs  in  the  royal 
wonder  in  it.  Shakespeare  needs  robes  of  song — may  hope  almost 
neither  interpretation  nor  defence,  anything  from  the  applause  of  his 
The  soul  which  fails  in  loyal  wor-  contemporaries.  We  all  aflfect  to 
ship  of  his  greatness,  places  itself  despise  the  conventional  in  art ;  but 
beneath  the  level  of  ordmary  human  how  we  love  it  let  the  walls  of  every 
intelligence,  and  is  worthy  no  notice  picture-gallery  and  the  pages  of 
of  ours.  But  Wordsworth,  for  in-  many  a  book  testify.  To  elevate 
stance,  stands  on  a  very  different  that  commonplace  so  that  it  shall 
level.  He  is  a  great  poet,  and  one  look  as  if  it  were  nature — to  deify 
whose  influence  goes  very  deep,  that  conventional  till  it  seems  heroic 
and  whose  fame  stands  very  sure  m  — is  not  an  elevated  use  of  poetry, 
the  heart  of  England.  Yet  there  but  it  is  one  which  reaps  an  imme- 
probably  never  will  be  a  time  in  diate  reward.  When  a  really  good  fa- 
which  sceptics  will  not  take  excep-  cultyis  employed  in  this  way  there  are 
tion  to  Wordsworth,  and  doubt  his  scarcely  any  bounds  to  its  triumph, 
divinity  ;  and  there  must  always  be  It  becomes  universal,  with  a  breadth 
a  large  class  which  will  attain  its  almost  Shakespearian — and  is  not 
appreciation  of  him  only  at  second-  Shakespearian,  only  because,  fasci- 
hand,  reflected  through  the  warm  nating  all  others,  it  fails  to  fascinate 
appreciation  of  others.  And  it  is  the  poetically-minded,  the  real  audi- 
Wordsworth,  a  man  who  has  equals,  ence  of  true  poetry.  Thus  there  is, 
and  not  Shakespeare,  who  has  none,  as  it  were,  an  advance  and  a  rear 
— whom  it  is  necessary  to  accept  as  guard  to  the  army  of  song.  The  van 
the  representative  of  poetry  among  is  occupied  by  the  sovran  poet — the 
ordinary  men.  rear  by  the  bnlliant  sham  poet,  who 
There  is,  however,  another  class  deifies  vulgarity,  and  so  tricks  out 
which  we  will  not  identify  with  any  the  commonplace  that  it  thinks  it- 
names,  but  which  has  existed  in  all  self  divine. 

times,  snatching  for  itself  an  im-        To  say  that  Byron  added  this 

mense   but   evanescent    reputation  power    to    the  greater    and    more 

from  its  power  of  satisfying  the  com-  genuine  poetical  power  which  he 

mon  non-poetical  mind  with  some-  undeniably  possessed,  will  perhaps 

thing  which  that  mind  takes  to  be  scarcely  please  the  majority  of  his 

poetry.    The  true  poet  is  the  sworn  worshippers ;  but  it  seems  to  us  a 

enemy  of  commonplace,but  the  sham  very  important  fact  in  his  career, 

poet  is  its  apostle ;  and  there  is  no  We  have  not  a  word  to  say  against 

art    more    immediately    successful  his  greatness — he  was  a  true  poet ; 

than  that  which  places  the  general  the  fire  divine  was  in  his  heart,  the 

and  common  in  the  place  of  the  li^ht  celestial  in  his  eyes ;  but  along 

natural,  throwing  over  them  that  vnth.  his  greatness  he  possessed  the 

glow  of  sentimental  colouring  which  lower  faculty  which  we  h  ave  j ust  de- 
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scribed.  The  commonplace  was  not  tragi-comic  figure  was  a  very  re- 
repugnant  to  him.  The  secondary  relation  of  conventionalism  made 
part  of  his  nature — all  that  was  not  poetical — the  vindication  and  tri- 
genius — was  common,  conventional,  umph  of  that  beloved  and  compre- 
almost  vulgar.  He  had  pre-emin-  hensible  ideal  which  the  vulgar  love, 
ently  that  power  of  tricking  out  the  This  combination  of  true  power  and 
poorest  and  most  threadbare  con-  false  power  raised  the  poet  above  all 
ceptions  in  glittering,  sentimental,  his  competitors.  It  secured  to  him 
and  heroic  garments,  which  the  mul-  at  once  the  audience  which  was 
titude  loves.  He  made  the  trite  capableof  judging  and  the  audience 
seem  grand,  and  elevated  the  stilted  Which  was  incapable.  For  once  in 
conventional  romance  of  the  ordi-  the  history  of  the  world,  these  two 
nary  mind  into  something  that  look-  classes,  so  often  hostile,  met  toge- 
ed  like  imagination.  Thus,  without  ther,  and  hoisted  up  the  favourite 
anything  of  Shakespeare  in  him,  of  fortune  on  their  shoulders,  so 
he  became  almost  as  universal  as  high  that  all  the  world  saw  him  and 
Shakespeare.  He  passed  all  his  recognised  his  greatness.  It  is  this 
contemporaries,  true  poets  as  great  which  has  given  him  a  place  so  re- 
as  he,  at  a  gallop.  While  they  markable  in  the  history  of  poetry, 
made  their  way  slowly  into  note,  he  Other  men,  without  his  genius,  have 
took  his  place  at  once.  He  secured  thus  propitiated  the  multitude,  and 
the  suffrages  of  the  poetically-mind-  snatched  an  evanescent  triumph; 
cd  because  of  his  real  genius,  which  but  no  true  poet,  we  think,  except 
they  were  incapable  of  mistaking,  Byron,  has  ever  done  it,  and  cer- 
notwithstanding  all  the  less  noble,  tainly  no  great  poet — no  artist  of 
extraneous  matter  by  which  it  was  the  real  rank  which  he  has  a  just 
accompanied ;  and  at  the  same  time  right  to  claim, 
he  seized  upon  the  vulgar  by  the  The  man  who  attained  this  singu- 
side  of  their  vulgarity  which  he  lar  position,  and  won  this  remarka- 
shared  :  he  secured  the  common  by  ble  success,  was  one  whose  life  it  is 
his  triumphant  commonplace.  The  too  painful  to  treat  in*detail,  or  to 
crowd  took  it  for  romance  in  the  enter  into  as  we  have  done  with  the 
splendid  flood  of  his  song — they  lives  of  other  men,  his  fellows.  He 
took  it  for  passion,  and  leaped  up  in  was  in  many  respects  a  favourite  of 
emulation,  and  felt  themselves  gods  fortune.  He  had,  as  people  say, 
too,  and  Byrons.  The  misanthro-  everything  in  his  favour — all  the 
pies  and  stage  tortures,  the  dark  attractions  of  rank,  nobility,  ner- 
despairs  and  secret  crimes,  were  sonal  beauty,  and  genius  unitea  in 
far  more  comprehensible  to  them  his  person ;  and  yet  of  all  his  gen- 
than  were  the  true  depths  of  nature,  eration  he  was  perhaps  the  most 
which  it  is  a  poet's  real  oflSce  to  unfortunate  man  of  whom  history 
fathom.  The  sham  horror,  which  preserves  a  record.  Fortune  did 
was  after  their  own  heart,  enchanted  ner  worst  for  him  in  doing  her  best, 
them  and  carried  them  away.  Now-  We  speak  as  heathens,  feeling  a 
adays  the  Corsair,  with  his  gloomy  helpless  incapacity  to  use  any  other 
browandgloomierconscitsncc,  is  the  language;  for  can  it  be  that  Pro- 
acknowleaged  typo  of  the  conven-  vidence  had  anvthing  to  do  with  so 
tional.  When  he  is  presented  be-  fatal  a  beginning  and  so  dark  a 
fore  us  in  the  Surrey  Tueatre  or  else-  career  ?  We  have  already  in  an- 
where,  we  laugh  uudisguisedly,  and  other  chapter  paused  to  note  the 
recognise  him  as  a  familiar  acquain-  common  and  often-made  contrast 
tance.      But  in  Byron's  day,  this  between  the  peasant-poet  Bums  and 


\ 
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the  peer  Byron,  and  we  need  not  even  accidental  vice  is  capable  of 
repeat  what  has  been  already  said,  doing.  That  fatal  defect  in  nature 
Not  only  is  it  true  that  of  these  two  which  makes  a  man  continually 
men,  starting  from  absolutely  oppo-  mistake  the  true  object  of  being, 
site  points  of  the  social  scale,  it  was  which  deprives  him  of  the  power  to 
the  ploughman  who  had  every  discriminate  between  the  great  and 
natural  circumstance  in  his  favour,  the  small,  between  the  external  and 
and  the  patrician  who  had  all  the  essential,  which  acts  upon  him 
against  him ;  but  we  may  add  that  mentally  as  imperfection  of  sight 
not  only  Bums,  but  all  his  other  sometimes  does  physically,  destroy- 
competitors,  stand  out  in  happy  con-  ing  the  entire  perspective,  obliterat- 
trast  to  Byron  in  the  circumstances  ing  all  sense  of  different  magnitudes 
which  attended  the  beginning  of  and  distances,  of  weight  and  value 
their  life.  Curiously  enough,  the  —was  Byron's  first  and  saddest  dis- 
greater  part  of  them  set  out  as  he  advantage  in  his  struggle  against  the 
did  without  natural  guidance  or  adverse  fates.  The  "  passions"  and 
support  in  the  beginning  of  their  their  attendant  vices  are  bad  enough; 
days.  Cowper  and  Wordsworth  yet  they  exist  sometimes  in  con- 
and  Coleridge  were  all  orphans,  cast  junction  with  such  true  nobleness  of 
out  of  the  hand  of  God,  as  it  were,  mind  as  attracts  our  warmest  sym- 
to  wander  up  and  down  on  the  face  pathy,  and  in  the  face  of  a  conflict 
of  the  earth,  and  to  win  hardly  and  and  struggle  which,  when  successful, 
sorely  for  themselves  the  very  stand-  is  the  greatest  thing  in  life — and 
ing-ground  of  existence ;  but  in  no  which,  even  when  unsuccessful,  car- 
case was  the  young  poet  so  unhappy,  ries  with  it  all  the  pathetic  interest 
so  unfortunate,  as  the  boy  Peer,  or  of  tragedy.  But  Byron  never  affords 
placed  at  such  immense  disadvan-  us  this  lofty  interest ;  he  is  astray 
tages.  He  was  ruined  in  his  very  in  the  world,  not  in  a  noble,  but 
cradle.  All  the  malign  fairies,  if  also  in  a  miserable  way — reckoning 
some  of  the  good  ones,  were  assem-  everything  not  by  too  elevated  but 
bled  to  his  christening.  What  a  sto-  by  too  petiy  a  rule,  gauging  the 
ry  it  is  from  beginning  to  end !  every  very  heavens  by  the  height  of  his 
arrangement  disposed  for  the  worst,  poor  little  Baron's  coronet,  and 
every  precaution  taken  to  keep  measuring  human  nature  by  the 
sweet  nature  and  gentle  purity  and  standard  of  his  own  stature.  In  all 
kind  love  from  the  very  nursery  of  the  glory  of  his  genius,  his  youth, 
the  child,  from  the  young  man's  his  romantic  position,  and  his  natu- 
crowded  and  bitter  path.  He  was  ral  beauty,  who  is  there  that  can  read 
fond  of  inventing  miseries  for  him-  Byron's  life  without  a  certain  sense 
self  in  after-days;  but  no  misery  of  shame  for  the  littleness  of  the 
that  ever  aroused  a  poetic  imagi-  possessor  of  all  these  splendid  and 
nation  was  half  so  terrible  as  oewitching  gifts  ?  How  simple,  how 
the  vulgarising  circumstances  that  generous,  how  open  to  all  charities, 
surrounded  him  :  and  he  does  such  a  youth  ought  to  have  been — 
not  seem  to  have  had  anything  in  what  a  grace  of  noble  humility, 
his  character  capable  of  resisting  courtesy,  princely  regard  for  others 
these  painful  and  miserable  influ-  less  favoured,  should  have  surround- 
ences.  We  do  not  speak  of  vices,  ed  that  favourite  of  Heaven !  Out  of 
or  of  those  misdemeanours  which  his  superiority  and  greatness  what 
are  the  fruit  of  so-called  "passion,"  respect  for  the  weak,  what  conside- 
but  of  that  general  tenor  of  the  soul  ration  of  the  infirm,  should  have 
which  elevates  or  debases  more  than  sprung !      Where,   if   not  in   that 
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young  poet,  that  young  noble,  that  termagant  mother,  ruined  in  temper 
heir  of  fame,  should  all  the  chival-  and  nerves  as  well  as  in  purse,  who 
roua  virtues  and  stainless  flowers  of  had  once  been  an  heiress,  courted 
honour  have  been  found  ?  But  the  and  caressed,  and  whose  poverty  had 
real  Lord  Byron  was  about  as  unlike  neither  dignity  nor  patience  to  make 
a  knight  as  any  commercial  gentle-  it  tolerable.  The  first  scene  of  his 
man  in  his  gig  could  be.  He  held  life  opened  in  a  little  house,  "  up  a 
something  of  the  same  code  of  great-  stair,"  in  Aberdeen,  where  this  ais- 
ness,  if  the  truth  must  be  told.  He  appointed  and  exasperated  woman- 
adored  his  own  lordship  as  much  as  clinging  with  all  the  desperation  of 
his'footman  did,  and  probably  more,  genteel  poverty  to  recollections  of 
He  was  fond  of  raismg  a  commo-  her.  wealthier  past  and  fantastic 
tion,  of  making  people  stare,  of  hopes  ofa  future  which  should  make 
getting  himself  remarked  for  his  up  for  all  her  privations — by  turns 
retinue,  or  his  expenditure,  or  his  fondled  and  vituperated  the  solitary, 
jewellery,  or  his  vices.  An  uneasy  bright-eyed,  club-footed  boy,  who 
self -consciousness  breathed  about  was  very  affectionate  to  his  nurse, 
h  im.  Probably  the  only  point  in  and  fell  into  baby -love  with  his  little 
which  he  was  modest  and  honest  girl-companions,  but  has  nothing 
towards  himself,  was  that  which  else  recorded  of  him  as  an  individual 
concerned  the  highest  part  of  him,  being.  The  way  in  which  rank  is 
his  genius.  For  genius  was  great  deified  in  such  circumstances  is  un- 
in  him :  but  character  was  small,  happily  very  well  known  to  most  ob- 
That  first  necessity  of  manhood  was  servers.  Such  a  little  household  bow- 
not  only  lamentably  insufficient  for  ing  down  in  miserable  worship  of  a 
his  position,  but  it  was  warped  and  rag  of  nobility,  or  even  gentility,  and 
badly  turned.  It  might  be  possible  referring  everything  in  earth  and 
to  forgive  him  everything  else — all  heaven  to  the  standard  of  my  cousin 
his  actual  sins,  his  indecorousness.  Lord  So-and-so,  is  a  sight  which  we 
his  low  code  of  morals — but  it  is  have  all  looked  upon  with  ridicule, 
hard  to  forgive  so  great  a  poet  for  or  reprobation,  or  gentler  pity  and 
being  so  little  of  a  man.  shame,  as  the  case  and  our  tenden- 
It  is,  however,  unfortunately  too  cies  may  be.  But  the  intensity 
easy  to  find  excuses  in  his  training  of  this  worship  was  increased  in 
and  early  circumstances  for  many  of  Byron's  case  by  the  fact  that  chance 
his  fundamental  faults.  George  Qor-  might  at  any  moment  elevate  the 
don  Byron  was  bom  in  1788;  the  son  very  worshippers  into  a  sudden 
of  a  ruined  roue  of  whom  he  never  heaven  of  aristocracy.  This  was 
knew  anything^  and  of  a  high-tem-  the  dazzling  hope  which  animated 
pcred,  high-spirited.  Highland  wo-  the  obscure  life  in  which  the 
man,  ruined  and  driven  half  mad  by  child  -  poet  received  his  earliest 
the  spendthrift  husband,  whom  still  impressions.  Many  a  lonely  wo- 
in  her  way  she  continued  to  love  and  man  in  such  circumstances  has  in- 
admire  for  his  very  vices.  Father  spired  her  child  with  high  resolu- 
hc  had  none,  except  this  disreputa-  tions  and  the  most  noble  of  hopes, 
ble  memory  of  a  man,  with  which  he  The  world  has  been  conquered,  how 
was  sometimes  taunted,  and  from  often,  at  their  mother's  knee,  by 
which  he  could  derive  neither  sup-  men  never  fated  to  gain  any  earthly 

Eort  nor  honour ;  and  little  good,  battles*;  and  many  a  sweet  dream  of 

ut  much  harm,  came  to  him  from  greatness— ambition  too  visionary, 

his  surviving   parent,  the   furious,  too  distant,  to  have  any  of  the  vul- 

foolish,  sometimes  fond,  and  always  gar  force  of  that  real  passion — ^has 
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wrapt  mother  and  child  in  that  pro-  all    such    desecrated    foundations, 

foundest    tcnderest    union,    some-  ruinous  and  splendid,  and  full  of 

times  coming  to  nothing,  but  some-  evil  tales  of  the  past  lords :  and  at 

times,  too,  coming  to  noble  issues,  eleven,  God  ifelp  him  I  his  mother's 

high    labours,   and    triumph,   and  hope  was    accomplished,   and  the 

reward.      But    Mrs.    Byron    never  child  became  Lord  Byron,  attaining 

breathed  into  her  son  such  ambi-  at  one  step  all  that  he  had  been 

tions  or  hopes.     What  she  held  up  taught  to  look  up  to  as  greatest  in 

before  him  was  a  Peerage,  and  the  the  world. 

glorious  thought  that  one  day  or  This  is,  fortunately  for  mankind, 
other  his  name  might  be  recorded  in  and  specially  for  titled  mankind,  a 
its  immortal  pages.  He  was  but  a  very  rare  and  unusual  trial.  Most 
poor  little  boy  then,  hustled  in  the  of  those  who  are  bom  to  the  perils 
street  perhaps,  noways  respected  by  of  rank  have  at  least  the  safeguard 
his  comrades,  going  to  school  most  of  being  used  to  it,  and  finding  their 
likely  with  the  "merchant's"  son  position  natural.  They  have  the 
from  the  nearest  shop,  and  no  more  gentle  indifference  of  use  and  wont 
thought  of  than  Jock  or  Jamie;  to  deaden  any  sentiment  of  elation  or 
yet  the  time  might  come  when  he  overwhelming  sense  of  superiority ; 
w^ould  be  a  Lord.  This  was  his  and  though  this  is  sometimes  scarce- 
earliest  inspiration ;  nothing  higher  ly  enough  to  calm  down  that  glori- 
was  dreamt  of  in  the  atmosphere  ous  consciousness,  it  at  least  keeps  it 
where  his  young  mind  first  un-  within  bounds.  But  Byron  had  been 
folded  with  all  its  intense  desires  so  brought  up  as  to  be  something 
and  appetites.  Whether  there  is  any  like  the  proverbial  "  beggar  on 
real  indication  of  a  capacity  for  horseback."  It  was  not  his  fault, 
purer  influence  in  the  foolish  story  or  at  least  it  was  not  entirely  his 
of  that  childish  passion  which  was  fault.  It  was  the  miserable  result 
brought  to  an  end  at  ten  years  old,  of  false  training,  a  low  order  of 
it  is  hard  to  tell ;  but  imagination  ideas,  a  false  position,  and  a  mis- 
loves  to  believe  that  the  gentle  quiet  taken  estimate  of  human  thingaand 
of  the  little  feminine  play-room,  in  ways.  Had  his  mind,  as  separate 
which  the  baby-lovers  sat  and  cooed  from  his  genius,  been  of  a  higher 
together,  while  the  little  lady's  sister  order,  he  would  have  righted  him- 
dressed  her  doll,  soothed  the  fretted  self,  and  got  free  of  the  evil  bias 
spirit  of  Mrs.  Byron's  boy,  and  might  which  had  been  given  to  his  young 
have  ameliorated  his  existence  had  life.  But  his  mind  was  rigid,  and 
any  such  calm  influence  continued  when  once  set  into  any  habit  of 
with  him.  But  grey  Aberdeen,  and  thought,  very  difficult  to  move  from 
the  nurse  whom  he  was  fond  of,  and  it.  In  the  second  chapter  of  his 
the  little  love,  and  the  familiar  life,  too,  which  was  still  more  im- 
world  which  was  so  careless  of  his  portant  than  the  first,  he  was  almost 
pretensions,  all  pass  away  like  the  as  entirely  left  to  the  sway  of  chance 
changing  of  a  scene  in  an  opera,  as  if  he  had  been  an  Arab  of  the 
There  was  a  "  roup  "  in  the  house,  streets.  He  had  no  friends  to  guide 
and  all  the  effects  of  the  Byrons  him  in  the  doubly  dangerous  passage 
produced  some  seventy  pounds,  from  youth  to  manhood.  Hia  guard- 
when  the  great  transformation  ac-  ian  kept  aloof,  frightened,  it  is  said, 
complished  itself.  And  the  next  by  the  mother,  who  stood  in  the  way 
scene  is  Newstead  Abbey  :  noble  of  every  discipline ;  and  no  other 
old  ecclesiastical  place,  having,  it  man  or  woman  in  the  world  had  the 
would  seem,  the  proverbial  curse  of  courage  to  confront  that  termagant, 
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or  make  any  effort  to  help  the  boy,  not  easy  to  imagine  any  atmosphere 
who  very  soon,  as  was  natural,  eman-  in  which  it  can  be  more  difficult  to 
cipated  himself  from  the  foolish,  keep  up  this  pnde  of  caste  than  in 
furious,  and  capricious  sway  which  the  free  air  of  a  public  school,  in 
had  no  reason  m  it,  though  doubt-  the  midst  of  that  little  republic 
less  he  took  advantage  of  her  assist-  ruled  by  an  oligarchy,  which  has 
ancc  to  resist  other  authority.  Thus  no  foundation  on  distinctions  or 
he  grew  up  unchecked  and  uncon-  degrees  existing  outside.  Byron, 
trolled,  with  no  reverence  for  any-  however,  passed  through  Harrow 
thing,  no  sense  of  loyalty,  no  power  without  being  shaken  from  his  little 
of  submission.  Unhappy  boy  !  with  citadel  of  pomp  and  consequence  ; 
his  noble  genius  and  his  limited  soul  and  when  we  hear  that  he  asked 
he  came  into  a  world  which  afford-  one  of  his  school-fellows  to  keep 
ed  him  nothing  to  respect  and  no-  silent  about  the  fault  of  another,  on 
body  to  love.  Nobody  to  love,  does  the  ground  that  the  culprit  was  "  a 
the  reader  ask,  with  perhaps  a  smile  ?  brother  peer,"  we  do  not  know  whe- 
Yes,  shoals  of  beings  less  than  him-  ther  to  admire  most  the  boy's  strange 
seVf,  to  love  contemptuously,  coarse-  power  of  resistance  to  the  public 
ly,  foolishly,  as  he  called  loving —  opinion  of  the  place,  or  his  deficien- 
but  not  one  to  inspire  him  with  the  cy  in  that  sense  of  humour  which 
true  love  of  veneration,  romance,  serves  instead  of  wisdom  to  so  many 
and  that  worship  which  ennobles  at  of  us,  and  keeps  us  from  making 
once  the  lover  and  the  loved.  He  ourselves  ridiculous, 
docs  not  seem  to  have  had  any  ideal  Thus  Byron  entered  upon  life 
even,  except  of  external  beauty :  no  without  moral  guidance  or  support 
visionary  nobleness  attracted  him.  of  any  kind,  amid  all  the  tempta- 
Neither  in  man  nor  in  woman  had  tions  of  an  unusually  dangerous 
be  ever  met  with,  or  did  he  hope  to  position,  with  no  example  or  tradi- 
meet  with,  anything  to  revere.  He  tion  in  his  own  family  but  those 
stood  in  a  world  where  the  best  that  of  dissipation  and  debauchery,  and 
was,  was  on  his  own  level,  nothing  without  any  friend  to  protect  him 
above,  most  things  beneath.  Once  from  the  consequences  of  his  inex- 
more  we  repeat.  Unhappy  boy  1  the  perience,  or  to  tempt  him  to  virtue ; 
best  part  of  nature  ana  its  highest  and  notwithstandmg  the  rank  of 
affections  were  thus  obscured  and  which  he  thought  so  highly,  and 
veiled  over  for  him.  His  great  capa-  the  independence  which  probably 
city  failed  him  in  that  highest  re-  many  a  foolish  lad  would  envy  him, 
gion,  his  eyes  lost  their  insight,  he  few  men  in  any  class,  even  the 
liccame  ignorant  and  dull  as  any  poorest,  have  begun  life  so  utterly 
boor  in  the  plenitude  of  his  genius,  unprovided,  so  impoverished  and 
Could  the  veil  but  have  been  with-  friendless.  He  had  every  gift  that 
drawn,  could  Byron  have  seen  the  even  imagination  could  desire,  ex- 
higher  as  he  saw  the  lower,  what  a  cept  the  gift  -of  knowing  how  to 
difference  would  that  extension  of  use  them.  From  a  very  early  age 
the  moral  horizon  have  made !  he  seems  to  have  written  verses, 
It  is  curious  enough,  and  shows  but  verses  scarcely  remarkable 
his  strangely  rigid  adherence  to  a  enough  to  warrant  any  prophecy  of 
theory  once  formed,  to  note  that  he  his  future  greatness  ;  nor,  indeed, 
got  through  Harrow  without  any  does  he  himaelf  appear  to  have 
diminution  of  the  parvenu  haughti-  foreseen  the  fame  which  awaited 
ness  which  sits  so  ill  upon  gentle  him,  or  in  these  early  days  to  have 
blood   and  ancient  lineage.    It  is  looked  forward  wdth  any  excitement 
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or  enthusiasm  to  the  career  of  poet,  name  on  the  title-page:  and  the  op- 

His  first  little  volume,  however,  de-  portunity   of   insulting  a    lord   was 

cided  his  fate.    Nothing  can  be  more  too  tempting  to   be  resisted,''  says 

vain  than  to  speculate  what  might  Byron^s  advocate.    We  have  no  de- 

or  might  not  have  occurred  in  case  sire  to  defend  Jeffrey,  whose  short- 

of   some   contingency  which    never  comings  were  glaring  enough ;    but 

happened ;    and  therefore  it  would  certainly  it  was  hard  upon   him  to 

be     foolish     to    assert     that,     had  be  subjected  to  this  quite  iinncccs- 

Jeffrey   never  assailed   the  **  Hours  sary  animadversion ;    and  he  never 

of  Idleness,'*  **Childe  Harold"  and  did  a  more  effectual  piece   of  work 

"Don    Juan"    would     never    have  in   his  life    than  when   he   insulted 

come  into  being.     But  there  can  be  the  lord  in   question.      The  young 

little    doubt   that    Jeffrey's    assault  giant    got    up    from   his    youthful 

was  the  first  great  impetus  given  to  affectations  and  languor  in   all   the 

Byron's  genius,  which,  without  that  fury  of  wounded  amour  propre  and 

sharp  prick,  might  have  dallied  for  injured  pride.       The    shaft  pierced 

years  longer  with  its  budding  powers  through    and    through     his     silken 

before  it  rushed  into  the  field.     The  garments.      It   was     the    first    real 

"  Hours  of   Idleness "   would  seem  vivifying  touch  which  he  had   met 

truly  to  be  described  by  their  title ;  with  in  his  life, 
they  were,  as  their  author  describes        To  our  own  thinking,  it  was  great 

them  in   one  of  the  letters  of  the  condescension   on   the   part  of    the 

time,  "the  eff*usions  of  a  boy:"  and  big  and  popular  Review,  then  at  the^ 

he  informed  the  world,  with  much  very    zenith   of   its    greatness — but 

grandeur    in    his   preface,  that   **it  with  no  prophetic  power  given  to  it 

was    highly    improbable,   from    my  to  enable  it  to  divine  that  this  was 

situation    and     pursuits     hereafter,  Byron — to   trouble  itself  about  the 

that  I  should  ever  obtrude  myself  a  boy's  verses.     But  the  boy  came  to 

second  time  on  the  public"     But  violent  life  under  the  hands  of  that 

the  effect  produced  upon  the  young  skilful  operator.      After   the   gentle 

poet's     life    by    this    languid    and  little  commencement  made  in  placid 

harmless  publication    was    such    as  superiority    and    grandeur,    with    a 

no  one  could  have    divined.      The  sense  that  it  was   "highly    impro- 

whole    event  is    too    far  past,   the  bable"  that  so  lofty  and  splendid  a 

Fin  was  too  promptly  punished,  and  figure  should   ever  again  "  obtrude 

the  effect  of  it  was  on  the  whole  too  itself"   upon    the    public,   what     a 

good,  to  warrant  us  in  re-reviewing  fiery  and  real  start  was  that  which 

the  review  which  stung  Byron  into  the  poet  made  in  his  first  genuine 

life.      Amid    all   the  partialities    of  and      energetic     production !       No 

criticism,  the  almost  inevitable  pen-  sham     sentiments    were     there,    no 

chant  towards  the  work  of  friends  copies  of  verses  labelled  with  initial 

and    disinclination    to    applaud    an  letters    like    drawers  in   a  cabinet, 

enemy,   it  is    very  rarely    that  an  but  one  furious  flood  of   real  and 

unhappy  reviewer  picks  up  a  work  glowing    invective,   genuine   expres- 

at  random  with    the  intention    for  sion    of   that   contempt    for   every- 

once  of  doing  simple  justice,  without  body's    works    and    powers    which 

laying  himself  open  to  some  frenzied  filled   the  soul    of  the  noble  poet, 

attack.     Why  select  my  work?   the  looking    down     from    his    platform 

victim  cries.     "  Out  of  the  thousand  upon  all    the    petty    people    round 

and  one  volumes  of  indifferent  verse  him.      The  great  and  the  small,  the 

which   happened   to    be  printed  in  names  which  are   household   words 

&e  year  1807,  only  one  bore  a  noble  and   those  which  have  faded  alto- 
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gether  out  of  our  memory — the  This  was  the  first  birth,  or  rather 
young  Ishmael  spared  none  of  them,  manifestation,  of  Byron's  genius,  and 
Because  he  himself  had  been  chas-  it  was  a  very  characteristic  one. 
tised,  it  seemed  natural  to  him  impatient  of  remark,  furious  at  cen- 
that  all  his  poetical  contemporaries  sure,  sceptical  of  all  excellence,  he 
who  were  already  known  to  the  poured  forth  his  own  violent  criti- 
world  should  taste  the  whip.  He  cisms  and  mockeries  with  a  glowing 
sacrificed  a  whole  hecatomb  of  re-  power  and  fervour  which  it  was  im- 
putations to  the  manes  of  that  still-  possible  to  mistake ;  no  more  hours 
born  fame  of  his  own,  whose  de-  of  idleness — hours  of  passion  and 
cease  he  attributed  to  Jeffrey's  blow,  heat  and  excitement,  which  printed 
Not  only  Scott,  Wordsworth,  and  their  impression,  temporary  yet  vig- 
Coleridge,  but  virtuous  Southey  orous,  upon  the  world,  and  made 
and  musical  Moore,  and  even  Monk  men  hold  their  breath.  It  is  easy 
Lewis,  and  Graham  of  the  *  Sabbath,'  to  imagine  the  commotion  raised 
and  Bowles  of  the  *  Sonnets ;'  every  in  the  literaiy  atmosphere  by  this 
soul  who  wrote  in  rhyme  shared  rush  of  the  new  actor  upon  the 
the  outpouring  of  his  fury.  They  stage,  like  a  caged  lion  into  the  old 
had  nothmg  to  do  with  the  *Edin-  Colosseum,  or  its  modern  Spanish 
burgh  Review,'  or  his  own  slaughter  representative  into  the  arena.  No- 
in  it.  Yet  he  reviled  them  as  if  body  could  doubt  the  reality  of  the 
they  had  every  one  had  a  hand  in  new  appearance,  or  its  immense 
his  humiliation ;  never  was  such  a  energy  and  promise  of  unforeseen 
burst  of  rampant  self-assertion  and  power. 

disdain  of  all  authority.  **Down  Before,  however,  we  quit  this 
with  everybody"  was  the  device  of  preface  to  his  existence,  there 
this  wild  champion's  banner.  Such  are  two  things  to  be  mentioned 
a  production  is  not  likely  to  procure  which  are  very  greatly  to  the  credit 
permanent  fame  for  any  man,  not-  of  the  young  poet.  When  the 
withstanding  that  the  *'  Dunciad "  "  Hours  of  Idleness "  were  first 
still  holds  its  place  in  literature,  published,  a  clergyman,  who  knew 
and  is  still  discussed  and  annotated.  Lord  Byron  well,  and  wIk)  had 
But  *'''  English  Bards  and  Scotch  apparently  some  influence  with  him, 
Reviewers"  has  a  human  interest  wrote  to  him  objecting  to  certain 
above  that  of  its  poetry.  It  was  poems  which  were,  according  to  the 
the  birth-pang  of  the  poet  He  language  of  the  time,  **  too  wannly 
came  furious  to  life  ready-armed  expressed."  "  The  imagination  of 
like  Minerva,  blazing  in  sudden  the  young  bard,"  says  Moore,  ^^  had 
light  and  deadly  power,  with  a  indulged  itself  in  a  luxuriousness  of 
quiver  full  of  poisoned  arrows,  and  colouring  beyond  what  even  youth 
an  unsheathed  sword  which  cut  could  excuse."  The  first  copy  of 
wherever  it  touched.  The  whole  the  work  had  been  presented  to  this 
earth  shook  with  this  unexpected  gentleman,  Mr.  Becher,  and  his  pro- 
and  prodigious  onset  Edition  after  test  was  made  in  the  gentle  form  of 
edition  came  pouring  from  the  press,  a  **copy  of  verses."  The  headstrong 
and  the  poet,  panting  and  breath-  young  man,  who  was  so  little  amen- 
less  from  nis  exertions,  was  already  able  to  criticism,  immediately  res- 
crowned  with  the  sudden  result  pondod  to  this  representation.  Ho 
they  had  won  for  him,  before  he  did  a  most  heroic  thing  for  a  boy  of 
had  wiped  the  moisture  from  his  twenty  to  do.  He  called  in  the 
brow,  or  laid  his  weapons  out  of  his  volume,  of  which,  we  are  told,  only 
hand.  one  copy  had  got  out  of  his  reach, 
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and  cancelled  the  whole  edition,  in  first  expedition  to  the  East     These 

order  to  satisfy  his  friend  and  abolish  were  the  days  of  the  war,  when  our 

the  objectionable  verses.     It  is  right  easy  highway  across  the  Continent 

that  such  a  fact  should  be  noted  to  did  not  exists  and  the  nearest  way 

his  honour ;  and  it  is  all  the  more  to  begin  this  journey  was  by  ship 

honourable  from  the  proof  ho  soon  to  Lisbon,  a  voyage  which  he  made 

gave  of   his    furious  resentment  of  in  company  with  various  oflScers  on 

the  public  criticism  which  was  in-  their  way  to  the  scene  of  war.     This 

spired  by  anything  but  friendship,  was  the  beginning  of  "  Childe  Har- 

A  few  years   later,  he  did  another  old's  Pilgrimage."   It  was  made  when 

generous    and    creditable    act  of   a  he  was  just  one-and-twenty,  an  age  at 

similar  kind :    when   his  reputation  which  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 

was  established,  and  when  perhaps  any    great    amount   of   debauchery 

he  had  begun  to  be  a  little  ashamed  could  have  been  possible.     He  had 

of  the  vehemence  of   his    youthful  held    carnival    at    Newstead,    unre- 

self-dcfence,  he  struck  out  "  English  strained  by  any  sober  influence,  for 

Bards  and  Scotch  Reviewers"  from  very  brief  intervals  now  and  then, 

his    works,   sending  orders    to    his  and    had    indeed    just    wound     up 

publisher,  according  to  Moore,   "to  his  youthful  life  in   England   by  a 

commit  the  whole  impression  to  the  short  time   spent  there  in  the  com- 

flames,"  and  steadily  refused  to  allow  pany    of    a    few    of    his    favourite 

its    republication.      This    resolution  friends  of  his  own  age,  no  doubt  an 

was  taken   no  later  than   1812,   so  uproarious    and  not  very  decorous 

that  what  he  did  at  twenty  he  can-  assembly ;    but    the    lads,    however 

celled  at   twenty-four.      These  two  vicious     and     undisciplined,     could 

acts    of    reparation,    unforced    and  scarcely  have  gone  to  any  very  terri- 

voluntary,   are    enough  to  cover    a  ble  lengths  at  so  early  a  period.     We 

multitude  of  literary  sins.  believe  that  a  great  many  readers 

Byron  went  abroad    immediately  associate  the  poem  of  *'  Childe  Har- 

afler  the  publication  of  his  satire,  old"   entirely  with   the  latter   por- 

VVhatever  the  cause  might  be,  this  tion  of  Byron's  life,  and  accept  the 

young    Peer,    educated    at    Harrow  attitude    assumed    by   the    poet   in 

and  Cambridge,  with  all  the  prestige  the    iirst    canto  as  something    not 

of  his  title,  and  with  all  the  means  inappropriate  to  the  natural  feelings 

of  acquiring    acquaintances,   if   not  which  might  move  a  man  abjured 

friends,  which  his  bringingup  must  by  society  and  his  friends,  ruined  in 

have  made  inevitable,  seems  to  have  personal    reputation,    and    expelled 

been  as  lonely  in  London  as  any  poor  from  everything  that  could  be  called 

clerk  from  the  distant  recesses  of  the  a    home.     But  it  must  be  remem- 

country.      He  had  no  one  to  stand  bered  that  this  was  not  in  the  least 

by  him  when  he  took  his  seat,  lone-  degree  his  case  in   1809.     He  was 

ly    and    defiant,    in    the   House    of  twenty-one.     He  had  no  home,  be- 

Lords ;  and  to  a  mind  which  attach-  cause    he    had    no    relations,    and 

ed  so  much  importance  to  the  privi-  because  it  was  impossible    for  his 

leges  of  rank  this  must  have  been  mother  and  himself    to    *^get  on," 

doubly  mortifying.       He    seems    to  as  people  say,  together ;  'and  he  had 

have  nad  no  means  of  introduction  no  doubt  already  a  local  reputation 

into  society.     Nobody  noticed  him,  which  was  anything  but  desirable, 

except  Jeffrey ;  and  it  was  with  a  But    every  one    knows    how    little 

proud  disappointment   and  solitude  local    reputation    affects  a  man    in 

of  soul,  more  real  than  most  people  the    bigger    world  of   society,    and 

suppose,  that  he  set  out  upon  his  with  what  ease  that  world  forgives 
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such  stignias  as  those  which  alone  the  retinue  which  this  very  poor 
could  stain  Byron's  youth.  The  sen-  and  indeed  obscure  young  lord 
timents  of  **Childe  Harold"  could  thought  necessary:  —  "Fletcher 
not  therefore  have  any  foundation  begged  so  hard  that  I  have  con- 
in  reality ;  but  yet  their  fantastic  tinned  him  in  my  service,"  he  writes 
and  artificial  misanthropy  was  not  to  his  mother  on  the  eve  of  his  de- 
without  some  excuse.  The  young  parture.  **If  he  does  not  behave 
man,  if  not  so  guilty  or  so  miserable  well  abroad,  I  will  send  him  back 
as  he  made  himself  out  to  be,  was  in  a  transport  I  have  a  German 
yet  very  lonely  and  friendless:  and  servant  (who  has  been  with  Mr. 
a  great  deal  of  exaggeration  may  be  Wilbraham  in  Persia  before,  and 
allowed  to  youth  in  respect  to  that  was  strongly  recommended  to  me  by 
forlorn  sense  of  solitude  which  some-  Dr.  Butler  of  Harrow),  Robert  and 
times  possesses  it  like  a  passion.  The  William;  they  constitute  my  whole 
self-conscious  tragic  attitude  of  the  suited  Four  men  for  the  personal 
**  Childe 'Ms  indeed  quite  characteris-  service  of  this  one  boy!  Nothing 
tic  of  youth,  and  as  such  has  a  certain  could  give  a  more  amusing  picture 
claim  upon  the  indulgence  of  every-  of  his  pomp  and  consequence, 
body  who  has  been  young,  and  has  "  The  pecuniary  supplies  necessary 
felt  the  luxury  of  being  miserable,  towards  his  outset  at  this  epoch 
It  was  the  first  time  that  this  luxury,  were  procured  from  money-lenders, 
in  which  most  of  us  have  indulged  at  an  enormously  usurious  interest," 
in  our  day,  had  been  presented  in  a  is  the  unintentional  comment  sup- 
poetical  shape  to  the  world.  It  was  plied  by  Moore.  Even  in  this  re- 
quite false;  and  yet  it  was  true:  spect  no  one  seems  to  have  had 
the  reasons  given  were  sham,  and  so  sufficient  interest  in  the  young  man 
were  the  sentiments,  and  yet  the  state  to  attempt  to  restrain  him  from  ex- 
of  mind  was  real.  Indeed,  its  very  penditure  so  foolish.  Thus  he  set 
artificialness  made  it  real,  if  we  may  out,  his  yeoman  and  his  page  being 
use  a  paradox,  and  helped,  as  no-  supplied  for  all  necessary  poetic 
thing  else  could,  to  express  the  uses,  and  plunged,  with  all  his  con- 
strange  chaos  of  wilfulness  and  way-  ventionalities  about  him,  into  the 
wardness,  of  suffering  and  selfim-  novelty  of  the  unknown.  We  will 
portance,  of  complacent  masquerad-  not  attempt  to  follow  him  through 
ing  and  genuine  uneasiness,  which  his  wanderings.  The  reader  will 
so  often  fill  a  mind  of  twenty  when  find  the  topography  in  **  Childe  Ha- 
left  to  itself.  rold,"  where  indeed  crowds  of  readers 
Byron's  journey  was  begun  in  did  find  and  delight  in  it,  spending  an 
what  seems  to  us  a  very  magnificent  extraordinary  amount  of  enthusiasm 
way,  and  one  which  was  little  in  upon  the  two  earlier  cantos  of  that 
keeping  with  his  impoverished  for-  poem.  It  would  be  difficult  to  say 
tunes,  however  it  might  Accord  with  too  much  of  the  power  of  the  ver- 
bis own  splendid  ideas  of  his  im-  sification,  or  of  the  energy  and  life 
portance.  We  who  are  used  to  the  of  the  descriptions  therein  contain- 
cxploits  of  young  men  *' of  quality"  ed  ;  but  we  avow  that  it  is  ex- 
in  many  wild  ways  of  adventure,  tremely  difficult  to  us  to  understand 
and  who  have  learned  that  it  is  how,  apart  from  all  Byron  produced 
possible  for  a  lord  to  travel  with  afterwards,  this  splendid  guide-book 
very  scant  attendance,  and  fight  his  should  have  taken  such  absolute 
way  like  any  other  young  English-  possession  of  the  popular  mind, 
man,  can  scarcely  restrain  a  smile  especially  as  in  those  days  travel 
at     the     following    description    of  was   an    almost    forbidden   luxury, 
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and  the  number  of  persons  who  was  that  mysterious  personage,  the 
could  be  attracted  to  the  poem  bj  a  interest  swelled  higher  and  deeper, 
desire  to  compare  their  own  emo-  All  the  internal  evidence  was  in 
tions  with  that  of  the  poetical  wan-  favour  of  this  idea,  and  the  im- 
derer  must  have  been  very  small,  mediate  zest  of  a  living  romance 
The  great  charm  of  the  poem,  how-  spread  over  the  reading  world.  The 
ever,  we  believe — its  chief  popular  story,  slight  and  vague  as  it  was, 
attraction — lay  in  the  wanderer  him-  became  real  on  the  spot,  and  people 
self,  shadowy  as  he  is,  and  vague  pored  over  it  with  a  view  to  dis- 
in  personality.  He  was,  let  us  re-  covering  the  secret  of  the  poet's 
member,  the  verv  first  sketch  of  trouble,  as  well  as  the  quality  of 
that  blase  poetical  misanthrope,  his  genius.  Such  an  addition  to 
who  has  since  done  so  much  service,  the  attractions  of  poetic  literature  it 
and  who  in  many  different  dis-  would  be  difficult  to  overestimate, 
guises  chafmed  the  popular  soul  for  The  lovers  of  Byron  will  grudge, 
years  after,  the  very  incarnation  of  perhaps,  that  any  secondary  reason 
the  conventional  picturesque.  He  should  be  called  in,  in  order  to  ex- 
it was  who  gave  the  charm  of  ro-  plain  the  first  marvellous  success  of 
mance  to  all  those  melodious  verses  this  poem ;  and  had  ^^  Childe  Harold  " 
which  celebrated  the  praises  of  been  published  entire  we  should 
"August  Athena,"  of  "Stem  Al-  have  sought  no  secondary  reasons; 
banians  hills,''  and  "Dark  Suli's  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  it 
rock,"  and,  nearer  home,  of  "  Lovely  was  to  the  first  two  cantos  that 
Spain,  renowned  romantic  land!"  the  world  responded  with  enthusi- 
The  reader,  as  he  roamed  from  verse  asm  so  universal,  and  that  these  are 
to  verse  among  the  dark-eyed  Lu-  not  the  portions  of  the  poem  to 
sitanian  maids  and  Turkish  houris,  which  we  now  turn  with  the  great- 
between  the  wild  Albanian  and  the  est  pleasure.  The  beauty  of  the 
high-capped  Tartar,  was  always  con-  poetry,  indeed,  is  not  enough  to 
scions  of  another  standing  by,  tir-  explain  its  immense  popularity  ; 
ing  to  distract  himself  by  all  the  for,  fine  as  that  is,  it  is  not  finer 
scenes  and  figures  that  passed  along  than  portions  of  Shelley's  long 
the  siurface  of  the  panorama,  but  descriptive  poems,  which  won  no- 
ever  hugging  to  him  his  mysterious  body's  ear  ;  and  nothing  like  so 
solitude,  his  passionate  recollec-  real  as  Wordsworth,  which  shared 
tions,  his  inconsolable  sadness,  the  same  fate.  And  long  stretches 
There  was  not  very  much  abso-  of  descriptive  poetry,  however  fine, 
lutely  about  Harold  except  in  the  are  slow  to  attract  the  ordinary 
first  few  pages ;  but  Harold  was  reader.  It  was  Harold  who  at- 
in  the  very  air,  brooding  over  the  tracted  him.  It  was  Byron,  the 
verse.  Each  line  was  read  with  a  real  Harold,  who  riveted  that  at- 
little  thrill  of  expectation ;  through-  traction.  To  us  nowadays  the  pre- 
out  every  page  attention  was  on  the  scnce  of  a  self-absorbed,  darkly- 
alert  to  find  again  that  wanderer  musing  figure,  roaming  about  with 
in  his  splendid  superiority  seeing  finger  on  lip  and  eyes  full  of  wild 
everything  as  if  he  saw  it  not,  oc-  meanings — or  with  his  arms  folded 
cupied  with  his  own  thoughts,  mus-  in  his  romantic  cloak,  contemplating 
ing  over  his  fatal  memories.  And  the  things  and  sights  around  from 
when  a  universal  whisper  ran  the  summit  of  a  melancholy  superi- 
through  the  world — whisper  which  ority, — is  no  attrajplion,  but  rather 
nobody  could  trace,  and  still  less  provokes  a  smile.  We  name  the 
contradict — that   the    poet    himself  apparition  at  once :  we  have  known 
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him  all  our  lives.  But  to  Byron's  session  of  that  gift  which  no  train- 
age  this  poetical  spectator  was  ing  can  give,  and  no  wealth  can 
equally  new  and  delightfuL  He  buy.  He  had  won  his  spurs;  his 
fascinated  the  world,  as  every  novel  rank  was  no  longer  contestable,  or 
development  of  a  trite  fancy  does,  contingent  upon  any  possibility. 
No  straining  of  faculties  was  neces-  It  is,  however,  a  sign  of  the  con- 
sary  to  comprehend  him.  He  was  fusion  of  his  own  mind  on  the  sub- 
most  lofty,  grand,  and  superior,  and  ject — a  confusion  very  general  with 
yet  he  was  within  the  reach  of  every  great  writers,  but  which  in  this 
capacity.  The  guide  •  book  details  case  it  is  somewhat  difScult  to  ex- 
with  which  he  chose  to  surround  plain — that  Byron  seems  for  the  first 
himself  grew  sublime  because  of  moment  to  have  kept  his  real  poem 
that  cynic  smile,  that  *•*•  hollow  in  the  background,  and  to  have  con- 
laugh,"  that  scowl  and  sigh.  Never  templated  a  mere  continuance  of 
was  there  a  more  perfect  hit,  a  more  his  warfare  with  wits  and  critics, 
successful  combination  of  the  poeti-  The  account  given  by  Mr.  Dallas, 
cal  and  ethereal  with  the  common-  his  relation  and,  to  a  certain  extent^ 
place ;  and  this  brilliant  hit,  this  editor — for  he  seems  to  have  taken 
popular  success,  was  expressed  in  all  the  trouble  of  publication  off  the 
the  language  of  true  poetry,  brilliant  hands  of  the  poet — shows  this  con- 
and  vigorous.  When  these  elements  fusion  in  the  most  curious  way. 
which  are  so  seldom  combined  came  Byron  had  just  only  arrived  in  Lon- 
together,  the  result  was  not  mere  don  when  the  following  conversa- 
applause,  but  a  very  triumph.  tion  took  place : — 

Thus    when    Byron    returned  to 
England    in    1812,    and   gave    this 

work  to  the  world,  he  took  his  place  u  hc  was  very  animated  In  the  account 

at  one  bound  on  the  highest  pedestal  of  bis  travels,  but  assured  me"  (it  Is  Mr. 

of  fame — he  **  awoke   one  morning  Dallas  who  speaks  as  quoted  by  Moore) 

and  found  himself  famous."      The  "that  he  never  had  the  least  idea  of 

.^»..4-^-^..    «.^^.«^4^    >.«.  v»:«   o.4i*-A  writing    Uicm.      Hc    said   he    believed 

reputation   produced   by  his  satire,  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ,,^ 

which  was  of  a  less   attractive   de-  had    adhered,    having  written,    during 

scription,  was  swallowed  up  at  once  his  stay  abroad,   a  Paraphrase  of  Ho- 

in  this.     People  whom  he  had  ab-  race's  *  Art  of  Poetry,'  which  would  be 

used  forgare  U  ;  other  poets,  with  -  J-^  l^l^^.e'^n,  •  "^t^  seS  t 

a  generosity  which,  to  say  the  truth,  promise  himself  additional  fame  from 

is  not  very  usual,   forgot  the  blow  ft,  and  I  undertook  to  superintend  its 

he  had  achninistered  in  admiration  publication  as  I  had  done  tliat  of  the 

of  this  new  flood  of    song.       The  SaUre      I  hwi  chojen  the  Ume  ill  for 

languid  verse-maker  of  the'"Hou^  S^ini^rs^Xtc'r^Sp'tT^^^^ 

of  Idleness,"  the  mfunated  satirist  fore    engaged    me    to   breakfast    next 

of  **  English  Bards  and  Scotch  Re-  morning?' 

viewers,^'  vindicated  hunself,    so  to  "  In  the  interval   Mr.  Dallas  looked 

e«>AAV    of  ^«/»**  fftv  Tiia  i*n<Mi/>«.  on«l  ovcr   thls    PoTaphnise,    which   hc   had 

speak,  at  once  for  his  languor  and  ^^^^  permitted  by  Lord  Byron  to  take 

his  fury.     He  proved  to  demonstra-  ^0^©  with  him   for  the  purpose,  and 

tion  that  Jefi&ey  and  all  the  critics  his  disappointment  was,  as  he  himself 

had  been  wrong,  and  that  he  had  a  describes  ft,  *  grievous,'  on  finding  that 

certain    right    to    be    angry ;     and  »  pilgrimage   of  two  yeirs  to  the  in- 

•au        t  au                         *u       —  spirinir  lands  of  the  East  had  been  at- 

neither  Jeflrey  nor  any  other  man  ^^^^  ^^  „o  richer  poetical  result 

had  it  now  m  their  power  to  touch  On  their  meeting  again  next  morning, 

his  position :  he  had  proved  his  pos-  though  unwilling  to  speak  disparaging- 
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ly  of  tho  work,  he  could  not  refrain,  he  of,  or  invited,  whose  solo  smround- 

informs  U8   from  expressing  some  Bur-  j^gs  were  his  few  college  acquaint- 

pnae  that  his  noble  friend  should  have  ^  ^  ^      ^         *    au        j^  *•        •  i.  j 

produced  nothing  else  during   his  ab-  ances,  none  of    them  distinguished, 

sence.       *Upon    this,'    ho    continues,  and  who  had   as    httle   to    do  with 

*  Lord  Byron  told  me  that  he  had  oe-  society  as  any  city  clerk,  suddenly 

casionally  written  short  poems,  besides  became  the  courted  and   applauded 

^eSut.  rJve ^Te   couStl  P- «*  London.  His  positionThanged 

had    visited.       They    arc    not    worth  ^^   the  twinkling  of  an   eye.     **In 

troubling  you  with,  but  you  shall  have  place   of  the   desert  which  London 

tliem   all  with    you  if   vou  like.*     So  had  been  to  him  but  a  few  weeks 

hT too^u'f^lJSf  I^mLl  t^Wtf  a  before,"  says  Moore,  "he  now  not 

number  of  other  verses.    Ho  said  they  ^J^^  .^J^  *5«  ^hole  splendid  mtenor 

had  been  read  but  by  one  person,  who  ipf  high   life   thrown   open  to    him, 

had  found  very  little  to  commend,  and  but  found  himself  among  its  illustri- 

much  to  condemn ;  that  he  hlmsetf  was  ous  crowds   the   most  distinguished 

of  that  opinion,  and  he  was  sure  I  should  ^|.,*-»«i.  » 

be  so  too.    Such  as  it  was,  however,  It         i      :,  ..        ,      i.   j  i        u- 

was  at  my  Bcr\ice ;  but  he  was  urgent        *^  ^he  mean  time  he  had  lost  his 

that  the  Hints  from  Horace  should  be  mother,  the  only  being  in  the  world, 

immediately  put  in  train,  which  I  pro-  go  far  as  appears,  who  really  loved 

miscd  to  have  done.-  y^^^  ^j^l^   ^  ^^^^^^  ^^   legitimate 

love.     Poor  woman  !  she  was  not  a 
model  of  what  a  mother  should  be ; 

Moore  goes  on  to  tell  us  that  **  it  neither  was  he  a  model  of    a  son. 

was  some  time  before  Byron^s  ob-  There  is  a  book  extant^  we  are  told, 

stinate   repugnance   to  the  idea  of  in  which  every  scrap  of  criticism  or 

publishing   *  Childe    Harold '   could  remark  made  upon  his  early  works 

be  removed  ;**    but  this  is   contra-  is  preserved,  with  annotations  in  her 

dieted    by    other    testimony,    and  hand,   which  one  would  have  liked 

probably   was  no  more    than    that  to  see^     She  believed  in  his  genius 

liking  to  be   urged  into  a   step  he  from  the  beginning;   and  he — went 

wished    to    take    which  is    not   an  to  work  with  the    gloves,  and  had 

uncommon  peculiarity  of  character  a  violent  sparring  -  match  with  his 

even  with  people  who  are  not  poets,  servant  after  her  funeral  procession 

But  it  would  appear  that  there  was  had  left  the  gates  of  Newstead.     The 

a    considerable    uncertainty  in    his  two  were  alone  in  the  house,  all  the 

mind  for  some  brief  time,  in  respect  rest  of  the  household  having  accom- 

to  the  two    styles  of   composition,  panied  the  poor  soul  to  her  grave, 

which    were    so    widely    different;  Unhappy  lad!   probably  it  was  no 

and  that    but    for    Dallas,    Byron,  want    of    feeling    which    suggested 

dazzled  by  his  first  success  in  vitu-  that    ill-timed  exercise.     It  seems 

peration,  would  rather,  had  he  been  more  likely   to  have   been   a  wild 

left  to  himself,    have  wrecked  his  physical  outburst  of   dumb  misery 

reputation   (for  the  moment)    by  a  and    defiance,    that    defiance  of  all 

return  to  the  subject^  than  establish-  subduing    influence    and    bettering 

ed  it  by  the  calmer  strains  of  true  emotions,    and   at    the   same    time 

poetry  which  he  had  written  for  his  of    all  pain  and  personal  suffering, 

own  pleasure.     Fortunately  he  per-  which  distinguished  his  whole  life, 
mitted  himself  to  be  advised;   and        Byron  remained  in  England   for 

with   scarcely  an  interval  the   un-  five    years,    from    1811     to    1816. 

known  and  unfriended  young  man  During  this  period  he  produced  the 

whom  nobody  cared  for,  or  thought  greater  part  of  his  poetical  tales,  the 
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"Giaour," '^Corsair,"  "Lara,"  "Bride  ferent   to  us;    but  who  would  be 

of  Abydos,"  "  Siege  of  Corinth,"  and  indifferent  to  such  a  piece  of  verse 

*•  Parisina."     All  that  is  most  strik-  as  this  ? — 
ing  in  these  poems,  with  all  their 

varieties,  is  the  familiar  burden  of  « 

his  verse   played   in  now  one,  now  ^'',b?«»„'f?.y'*o'fd^h'i;"fliSr''""' 

another  key.     it  matters  httle  what  The  first  dark  day  of  nothlntniess, 

his  hero  is  called,  Lara,  or  Conrad,  ^V"*D^^*^^ff'"hL?fl*'^^" 

or  Harold,  the  form  is  the  same,  the  mylly^^l^t  Howwhwl^blautj llngcw), 

/)O06  the  same  ;  and  indeed  it  is  one  And  marked  the  mild  angelic  air, 

of   the  wonders  of  literarv  Rlcill  that  Jhe  rapture  of  repose  that's  there, 

oi   me  wonaers  oi   uierary  skiu  inat  The  fixed  yet  tender  traits  that  streak 

the  same  ngure  should  pass  through  The  lanraor  of  the  placid  cheek, 

so  many  different  scenes,  and  be  the.  ^d,  Jot  for  that  sad,  shrouded  eye, 

1  .     /    *  f  u   fi  'x*  That  fires  not,  wins  not,  weeps  not,  now, 

subject  of  JSO  much  fine  exposition.  And  but  for  that  chiU  changeless  brow, 

without  ever  apparently  losine  its  Where  cold  obstruction's  apathy 

first  attraction  to  its  creator,  or,  it  ^???l^*?ikTiS5.d  1^^^  "•"'• 

would  seem,  striking  his  readers  with  The  doom  he  dreads,  yet  dwells  upon  ;— 

its  curious  monotony.     It  is  interest-  J®"' ^'"IfJlA^®*®'  "i?^.*?^®  5^°°®'  u 

.  .       i.  AL         A  I  'xi-    it  Some  moments,  ay,  one  treacherous  hour, 

mg  to  contrast  these  tales  with  the  He  still  might  doubt  the  tyrant's  power, 

poetical  romances  of  Scott,    which  gofidr,  so  calm,  so  soOiy  sealed, 

probably  suggested  them,  and  which  L'^httlll^^^'thirigo^T  *" ' 

had  at  least  set  the  fashion  of  this  *Tis  Greece,  but  living  Greece  no  more  I 

kind   of    nroduction       Thftr«  oAn  hft  go  coldly  sweet,  so  deadly  fafa-. 

Kina   01    proaucuon.      inere  can  oe  We  start,  for  soul  is  wanting  there ; 

no  doubt  of  the  superiority  of  Byron  Hers  is  the  loveliness  in  death, 

in  point  of  poetry.     His  verse  is  not  Pf ii*^  "^uS^k^®*^*^*!!!*^  ^"^^^ '" 

, .   1     *        •       I        •     x_  1   xu    u       XL  But  beauty  with  that  fearnil  bloom, 

that  of  a  simple  minstrel,  the  breath-  That  hue  that  haunts  it  to  the  tom^, 

less    lay    which    leaves    us    no    time  Expression's  last  receding  ray. 

to    criticise    nor  thought  of  fault-  $£' Jl^Jf^lS  of ISSS^  ?S? W 

finding.       The    poet    m    this    case  Spark  of  that  flame  perchance  of  henvenly 

stands  upon  a  higher  level.      With  Tn,i«lr*5?— «-  k..*-. ^  i*    v 

OI     XX   xL       X  •  xi-'  Which  gleams,  but  warms  no  more  its  Cher- 

Scott  the  story  is  everything:  now         ishedeartli. 

and  then  he  pauses  to  repose  him- 
self upon  the  side  of  some  hill,  or  on 

the  green  banks  of  lake  or  river,  of        It    is    unnecessary,   however,    to 

which    he    gives    a    charming    de-  quote  at  length  from  poems  so  well 

scription,  delighting  and  refreshing  known.     They  were  the  fashion   of 

the  listener  like  a  few  bars  of    a  their  time,  just  as   it  is   now  the 

familiar  melody  in    the  midst  of  a  fashion  of    verse  to  elucidate  cha- 

piece  of  dramatic  music ;  but  these  racter,   and    sound  the    depths    of 

are  mere   digressions,  and  the  tale  human  nature  by  way  of  showing 

is  always  the  principal    matter  to  its  infinite  diversities.     Scott's  tales 

be  considered.       With    Byron    the  were    all  wholesome,   natural,    and 

effort  is  different — the  tale  is   less  sweet,  like  his  own  character,  and 

important,    the    poetry    is    greater,  as  became  his  minstrePs  art;  but 

His  stories  are  monotonous,  common,  Byron's,   though    inferior  in    every 

and  insignificant;    and    we    doubt  human   sentiment,   strike    a    higher 

whether    the    most    sentimental  of  key   of    poetrv.     Their    melody    is 

bosoms  ever    felt    a  thrill  of    real  deeper,    though  not  their  meaning, 

sympathy  for  any  of  the  secondary  Scott  carries  us    onward  with    his 

personages  involved.     The  Zuleikas  tale,    touching    us  with  a  hundred 

and  the  Medoras  are  totally  indif-  simple    emotions,     sympathies,    re- 
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grets,  through  all  the  jQuctuations  of  the  ruined  and  dissolute  young 
of  the  story.  But  we  read  Byron  man  with  the  inexperienced  and  un- 
with  a  totally  different  kind  of  indulgent  young  woman,  who  pro- 
pleasure,  with  no  sympathy  at  all,  bably  had  no  idea  of  the  qualities 
nor  any  emotion  in  particular — even  necessary  to  make  a  wife  for  a  re- 
with  a  suppressed  smile  at  our  formed  rake,  and  no  mind  to  under- 
Corsair,  whom  we  know  so  Veil,  take  that  rdJs,  Byron  had  suffi- 
and  a  complete  indifference  to  the  ciently  insisted  upon  his  own  char- 
lady of  his  love,  whichever  lady  that  acter  in  his  poetry,  and  it  is  to 
may  be.  One  is  a  charming,  clear,  be  supposed  that  Scandal  had  not 
melodious  narrative,  swift  and  ani-  spared  him,  and  that  there  must 
mated  as  the  course  of  a  stream ;  have  been  plenty  of  people  *^  in 
but  the  other  is  poetry.  It  has  less  society"  who  were  qualified  to  in- 
interest,  but  more  charm.  We  can  form  the  lady's  friends  of  all  his 
define  the  power  of  Scott,  and  how  antecedents.  But  however  that  may 
it  comes  about ;  but  we  cannot  be,  it  is  certain  that  a  late  detest- 
define  the  power  of  Byron.  It  is  able  revival  of  the  most  detestable 
that,  even  when  he  is  least  worthy,  of  rumours  has  done  more  to  injure 
he  is  still  and  always  a  poet,  with  the  character  which  Byron's  wife 
some  certain  indescribable  influence  had  acquired  in  the  younger  world 
over  us  by  the  combination  of  his  which  knew  not  Byron,  than  to  pro- 
words  and  the  elan  of  his  song,  duce  any  other  result  It  is  impos- 
which  is  stronger  than  we,  stronger  sible  to  conceive  of  any  more  unne- 
than  reason  or  meaning,  or  any-  cessary  or  more  painful  reopening  of 
thing  that  is  definable.  *'  Lara*'  and  a  question  which  time  had  calmed 
the  "  Giaour"  and  even  *^  Parisina"  into  silence,  and  it  is  very  difficult 
might  bo  swept  off  the  face  of  to  keep  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  earth  without  leaving  humanity  conventional  good-manners  in  any 
a  whit  the  poorer,  and  even  without  reference  to  the  originators  of  that 
doing  the  reputation  of  Byron  any  uncalled-for  assault  It  is  a  question 
harm ;  but  even  in  these  inferior  with  which.  Heaven  be  praised,  we 
productions  there  dwells  the  poet's  have  nothing  to  do.  Itis  enough  for 
charm.  us  that  an  unhappy  and  ill-omened 
We  will  not  attempt  to  enter  into  marriage  did  take  place,  and  that 
the  lamentable  story  of  his  marriage,  a  separation  followed  a  year  after, 
and  all  that  came  of  it  It  is  one  During  that  year  everything  but 
miserable  adjunct  of  greatness,  that  poetry  went  badly  with  the  poet, 
its  failures,  its  sins,  and  miseries  His  debts  overwhelmed  him,  exe- 
cannot  be  kept  within  the  veil  of  cution  after  execution  was  in  the 
decent  privacy  which  happily  en-  house  to  which  he  had  taken  his 
velopes  common  life.  Whatever  bride,  and  all  the  misery  of  a  spend- 
the  truth  of  the  story  is,  it  is  as  thrift  and  prodigal  seems  to  have 
painful  a  story  as  ever  disgusted  come  upon  him  at  the  time  when 
and  grieved  any  listener,  and  we  are  other  miseries  were  gathering  round 
not  at  all  disposed  to  stir  up  once  his  head.  We  have  no  inclination 
more  the  smouldering  scandal.  It  to  brand  Byron  with  any  of  the  ter- 
seems  to  us  that  almost  all  the  rible  vices  which  have  been  im- 
people  concerned  were  to  blame—  puted  to  him ;  but  it  is  scarcely 
the  two  who  seem  to  have  married  possible  to  pity  him  in  this  crisis, 
each  other  for  need  or  for  pride,  or  which  he  had  worked  for  and 
for  anything  but  love,  and  all  who  brought  upon  himself.  Consistent 
stood  ^y  and  assented  to  the  union  disr^ard  of  all  the  ordinary  rules  of 
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humanity  come  to  but  one  end  for  wrote  them,"  then  there  must  have 
poets  as  for  common  men — ruin  to  been  in  Byron  a  still  lower  depth  of 
those  who  lavish  money  not  their  conventional  sentimentality  than  we 
own,  and  desertion  and  abandon-  were  prepared  for.  They  were  not 
ment  to  those  who  think  natural  intended  for  publication,  we  are 
affection  beneath  them,  and,  without  told,  and  came  to  the  world  through 
loving,  expect  to  be  loved.  Without  "  the  injudicious  zeal  of  a  friend 
any  deeper  blame,  this  was  undeni-  whom  he  had  suffered  to  take  a 
ably  Byron's  case ;  and  the  outburst  copy."  But  verses  like  these  are 
of  scandal  which,  aggravated  by  his  not  written  for  a  sufferer's  private 
fame,  burst  all  at  once  upon  his  solace ;  and  men  do  not  allow 
head,  is  neither  to  be  wondered  at,  copies  to  be  taken  by  injudicious 
nor,  to  our  thinking,  blamed.  Mo-  friends  of  self -revelations  which  they 
rality  has  no  special  code  for  do  not  mean  to  make  public.  The 
poets  ;  and  that  a  man  should  reap  poem  is  such  a  one  as  might  almost 
as  he  has  sown  is  a  law  which  em-  be  given  in  a  burlesque  of  the  whole 
braces  every  human  creature,  what-  story,  as  appropriate  to  be  uttered 
ever  his  rank,  mental  or  social  by  a  noble  sentimentalist  on  such 
Having  said  this,  we  will  say  no  more  a  touching  occasion;  and  its  weak- 
about  one  of  the  most  tragical  events  ness,  and  the  glaring  bad  taste  of 
of  modern  times.  Its  effect  upon  By-  its  publication,  take  all  the  dignity 
ron  the  poet,  as  distinguished  from  out  of  Byron's  retreat  from  EnguindL 
Byron  the  man,  was  a  very  remark-  Such  snivelling  could  only  be  saved 
able  one.  ^^  It  is  odd,  but  agitation  from  contempt  by  the  disagreeable 
or  contest  of  any  kind  gives  a  re-  suspicion  that  all  the  time  there 
Hbound  to  my  spirits,  and  sets  me  was  a  sneer  in  it — a  smile  aside  to 
up  for  the  time,"  he  himself  says,  some  hidden  audience,  who  winked 
And  as  the  assault  of  the  *  Edin-  back  again  as  they  looked  on,  hold- 
burgh  Review'  stung  him  into  poe-  ing  their  sides  at  this  attempt  to 
tic  life  at  first,  so  this  much  more  throw  dust  in  the  public's  eyes, 
violent  and  terrible  blow  stimu-  But  very  different  was  the  result 
lated  him,  as  it  were,  into  a  new  when,  bursting  away  from  all  the 
poetical  existence,  pouring  fire  into  tragic  shame  and  ruin  which  had 
his  veins  and  inspiration  into  his  overwhelmed  him,  and  from  all  the 
song.  Though  the  moment  of  the  .  pretences  of  ordinary  existence, 
crisis  itself  is  signalised  by  one  Childe  Harold,  with  real  woes 
of  the  most  mawkish  *^  copies  of  upon  his  head  this  time,  and  a  life 
verses"  ever  manufactured  to  the  dishonoured  and  rent  in  twain, 
pattern  of  pretended  emotion — a  crossed  the  sea  once  more,  and 
production  so  tame  and  so  false  as  found  a  refuge  in  poetry,  the  last 
to  make  the  reader  doubt  whether  and  surest  shelter  for  the  poet  On 
there  was  any  real  feeling  whatso-  that  familiar  ground,  where  no  in- 
cver  in  the  mind  of  the  man  who  dividual  defences  or  retractions 
was  capable  of  producing  it — yet  were  called  for,  and  in  the  visionary 
the  after-effects  did  no  such  dis-  position,  such  as  it  was,  in  which 
credit  to  the  tragedy.  What  vulgar  he  first  made  himself  illustrious,  his 
impulse  of  his  lower  nature  it  was  spirit  found  expansion  and  relief, 
which  dictated  his  ^*  Farewell "  it  is  A  new  impulse  of  passion  and  power 
impossible  to  tell.  If  these  verses  inspired  him.  If  there  is  still  a 
were  produced,  as  we  are  told,  in  *•*  a  somewhat  ostentatious  display  of 
swell  of  tender  recollections,  the  his  private  grief  and  circumstances 
tears  falling  fast  on  the  paper  as  he  in  the  beginning  of  the  third  canto 
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of    **Childe    Harold, »'    there  is    at  "Childe  Harold,"   to    the    burning 
the    same    time  such    a  glow  and  and  glowing  power  of  the  second. 
feiTour  of  poetry,  such  a  thrill  of  The  third  canto  is  full  of    yerses 
quickened  life  and  developed  genius,  which  have  been  as  household  words 
as    drives    all    criticism    from    our  to  us  all  our  lives.      Scarcely  a  line 
thoughts.      The    work    changes    in  occurs  which  does  not  figure  some- 
his  glowing  hands,  unconsciously  to  where  as  a  quotation.     It  is  Byron^s 
himsell      There  is  the  same  plan,  highest  success  in  serious  poetry.  * 
the  same  central  figure,   but    how  One  greater  effort  still,  his  last  and 
different  is  the  whole  strain  I     It  is  most    triumphant    work,    was    still 
no  longer  a  poetic  guide-book  with  to  be  commenced ;  but  out  of  "  Don 
one  mysterious  stranger  in  it      The  Juan"  there  is  nothing  to  be  found 
threads  of    his  web    have    become  in  his  productions  which  is  compar- 
electric  threads,   vibrating  far  and  able  to  the  splendour  and  force  of 
wide.      Costume    and    passive   pic-  the  third  canto  of  Childe  Harold, 
turesqueness — the  dark-eyed  maids  The  sketch  of  the  Eve  of  Waterloo, 
— the  high-capped  Tartars — all  the  that  brilliant  piece  of  dramatic  de- 
paraphernalia  of  travel,   are   swept  scription,  which  perhaps  one  in  ten 
away  by  this  new   tide   of    power  of  all  Englishmen  have  got  by  heart 
and  passion.      It    is    no    longer    a  one  time  or  other,  or  know  by  heart 
stripling  essaying  his  powers    who  without    learning,   and    the    almost 
stands  before   us,  but  a  man  with  equally  popular  but  somewhat  theat- 
strength  to  conduct  the  stream  as  rical  and  inflated  storm  among  the 
he  will,  to  lead  it  into  new  channels,  mountains,  will  come  to  every  one's 
to  command  the  interest  and  breath-  mind ;  but  it  is  not  merely  in  such 
less    admiration    of    that   audience  episodes  as  these  that  the  great  tide 
which  a  little  while  ago  had  waked  of    increased    vigour    shows    itself. 
to    its    earliest   wonderings    about  Every  line  is  instmct  with  new  force, 
him,  and  had  asked  itself  what  he  The  poet  has  nothing  to  reveal  to 
meant  ?    Now  every  one  had  learned  us — no  lesson,  no  message  from  on 
to  know  what  he  meant :   and,  re-  high ;    but   the  life  which  was    so 
sounding  the  wrongs  of  Byron  over  vague  and  histrionic  to  him  a  little 
the    world,    yet    touching    by    the  while  ago  has  become  real     Even 
way  many  a  lofty  theme  and  lovely  the  theatrical  exaggerations,  of  which 
spot,  the  great  song  pours  on,   in-  he  cannot  divest  himself — even  the 
undating    everything  with    a    very  pretences,  of  which  he  is  still  far 
flood  of  beauty  and  brightness,  of  from  being  clear — have  acquired  a 
majestic  melody  and  irresistible  feel-  kind  of  truth  from  sheer  dint    of 
ing.     In  this  third  canto  the  poet  feeling.     Take,  for  instance,  this  ac- 
comes   to  his  majority,  as  it  were,  count  of  the  recommencement  of  his 
bursting  through  all  the  husks  of  wandering  career.      There   is  little 
budding  genius,  and  revealing  him-  fact  in  the  picture,   and  yei^  how 
self  in  his  full  proportions,  in  all  the  much  more  true  and  living  it  is  than 
passion  and  power  of  his  nature  and  the  vague  despair  of  his  first  outset 
of  his  genius.     It  is  curious  to  pass,  upon  the  world, 
as  so  many  readers  have  probably 

done,  with  nothing  more  than  a  dim  »» where  rote  the  moanUlns,  there  to  him 
wonder    at    the   change,    and    con-         were  Mends; 

sciousness  that  they  "  liked  better"  "^^^^^^^  ****  *^*°'  "***''"°"  ™  ^' 

the  conclusion  than  the  beginning —  Where  a^hlae  tkj,  and    glowing   clime, 

from  the  tame  beauty  and  artificial  „  f^i^S?**      t        ^  *t  ^ 

A«vu«  w.w  v»u«o  «/v«uvj  «»M«  «M  viuvuu  j^^  jjj^  ^Yie  pasilon  and  the  power  to  roam  : 

mystenousness  of  the  first  part  of  The  deeert,  forett,  eavem,  toreaker'»  foam, 
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Were     unto     him     companionship;     they 

Bpake 
\  A     matoal     hiDgaage,    clearer     than     the 

tome 
or  his  hind's  tongue,  which  he  woold  oft 

forsake 
For  Natnre*s  pages  glassed  by  sunbeams 

on  the  lake. 


Like  the  Chaldeans,  he  conld  watch  the 

stars, 
Till    he    had    peopled   them    with   beings 

bright 
As    their    own    beams;      and    earth,    and 

earth-bom  Jais, 
And  human  frailties,  were  forgotten  quite. 
Coald    he    have    kept  his    spirit    to    that 


flight. 
He  had  been 
sink 


happy ;    bat  this  clay  will 


Its  spark  inmiortal,  envying  it  the  light. 

To  which   it  moonts,  as  if  to  break  the 

link 
That    keeps    ns    from    yon  heaven  which 

woos  OS  to  its  brink. 


Bat  in  Men's  dwellings  he  became  a  thing 
Restless    and  worn,  and  steru  and  wcari' 

some. 
Drooped  as  a  wild-bom  lUcon  with  dipt 

wing. 
To    whom    the   boundless  air  alone  were 

home: 
Then    came  his  fit  again,*  which  to  o'er- 

come, 
As  eagerly  the  barred-up  bird  will  beat 
His  breast  and  beak  against  his  wiry  dome 
Till  the  blood  tinge  his  plumage,  so   the 

heat   . 
Of  his  impeded  soul  would  through    his 

bosom  eat. 


Self-exiled  Harold  wanders  forth  again. 
With  nonght  of  hope  left,  but  with  less 

of  gloom ; 
The  very  knowledge  that  he  lived  in  vain, 
That  all  was  over  on  this  side  the  tomb, 
Had  made  despair  a  smilingness  assume, 
Which,    though    *twere    wild,— as    on   the 

plundered  wreck. 
When  mariners  would  wildly  meet   their 

doom 
With    draughts    intemperate  on  the  sink- 
ing deck,— 
Did  yet  Inspire  a  cheer,  which  he  forbore 
to  check.'* 


Harold  had  been  but  a  frantic  inven- 
tion ;  the  latter  one,  though  a  fiction, 
still  had  become  an  ouUet  for  real 
passion  and  pain.  The  ideal  man 
who  was  not  in  himself  a  lofty  con- 
ception, rose  even  in  the  scale  of 
imaginative  being  when  he  became 
a  refuge  and  a  consolation  to  his 
creator.  The  theatrical  and  conven- 
tional hero  is  henceforward  a  symbol, 
if  nothing  more,  of  a  passionate,  dis- 
appointed, reckless,  and  gifted  man. 
And  all  the  poet^s  powers  and 
perceptions  expanded  under  the  new 
stimulus.  Let  us  select  almost  at 
random  a  landscape  which  is  as  far 
above  the  earlier  conventional  period 
as  heaven  is  above  earth,  as  Nature 
is  to  a  sign-painter's  daub.  Every- 
thing is  in  it,  sound  and  sight,  and 
the  sentiment  of  the  scene,  and  its 
delicious  mingling  of  sadness  and 
devotion.  We  have  but  to  shut 
our  eyes,  and  the  whole  is  before  us ; 
we  have  but  to  listen,  and  our  heart 
is  stolen  out  of  our  very  bosom  by 
the  melody,  the  reality,  the  over- 
whelming subdued  emotion  and 
melting  calm. 


'*It   is    the  hush   of  night,  and  all  be- 
tween 
Thy  margin   and    the  mountains,   dusk, 

yet  clear. 
Mellowed    and    mingling,    yet    distinctly 

seen. 
Save  darkened  Jura,  whose  capt  heights 

appear 
Precipitously  steep ;  and  drawing  near. 
There   breathes  a  living  fragrance  from 

the  shore 
Of  flowers  yet  ft^h  with  childhood;  on 

the  car 
Drops  the  light  drip  of  the    BuapeBded 

oar, 
Or  chin>s  the  grasshopper  one  good-night 

carol  more ; 


It  was  not  thus  that  Bjrron  had 
left  his  native  shores;  and  he  had 
perhaps  less  real  right  to  the  reader's 
sympathy  in  his  manhood  than  in 
his  youth ;  but  the  ring  of  the  music 
is  richer,  the  sentiment  is  realised^ 
and  intensified.     The  earlier  Childe 


He  is  an  evening  reveller,  who  makes 
His  life  an  in&ncy,  and  siqgs  his  fill ; 
At   intervals,  some   bird   ftxim   out  the 

brakes 
Starts   into   voice    a   moment,    then   it 

still. 
There  seems  a  floating  whisper  on  the 

hUl ;  *^  , 

But  that  is  fimcy,  for  the  starlight  dews 
All  sOently  thefr  tears  of  love  instil, 
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Weeping    themseWes    away,    till    they  human  creatures   thus   surrounded. 

Deep  iSS^natnre's  breast  the  spirit  of  her  Fate    hung  over    them    threatening 

hues.  theu:     youth     with    the    visionary 

sword  already  suspended   close   to 

Ye  stars  I  which  are  the  poetry  of  heaven,  their  heads.      Shame  and  pain  and 

If  in  your  bright  leaves  wc  would  read  bitter  recompense   of   folly   had  al- 

Ofme1iMdempires,~'tis  to  be  forgiven,  ready  come    to  both.     But  a  little 

That  in  oar  aspirations  to  be  great,   ^  way   further  before   each    lay   the 

Our  destinies  o^erl^p  their  mortal  state,  ^^^i^  g^ju    wreathed   in  flowers,  still 

And  claim  a  kindred  with  you;  for  ye  5  ,,     J  v/    "**^''    .r.,«  •  "^"^;°»  ^*'" 

are  full  of  those  possibilities  which  are 

A  beauty,  and  a  mvstery,  and  create  never    quite    shut    but  from  youna: 

In  us  such  love  and  reverence  from  afar,  ^^^     ^^^„    i.u^„«    „v>^    v»-«^«    .^^o* 

That    fortune,    fame,    power,     life,    have  ^^^y    C^en    those    who    have    most 

named  themselves  a  star.  wasted     their    gifts    and    strength. 

But  soon  those  flowery  ways  were 

All  heaven  and  earth  are  still— though  to    end    in    darkness.       The     com- 

_    "?*^^?1®*P«                     u      ^11  passionate  human   spectator  lingers 

But  breathless,  as  we  go  when  feeling  *^  ..1              •   ^  1                xu      v      a?  • 

most;  With  a  painful  sympathy  by  their 

And  silent,  as  we  stand  in  thoughts  too  side  in  this    moment    of    seeming 

An'^havii   and  earth    are  still  :-from  cal™.      Both    were    strong    in    the 

the  high  host  sense    of    wrong,  injured    men    m 

^'  uST-ioMt,*^*  ^"^^^  ^*^®  """^  °'°'''*'  ^®^'"     ^^"     opinion,    bearing     the 

AH  is  concentred  In  a  life  intense,  weight  of  England's  intolerance,  and 

Where  not  a  beam,  nor  air,  nor  leaf  is  incapacity  to  understand  the  minds 

But  hath  a  part  of  bein^,  and  a  sense  of  poets.     But  both  were  so  young, 

Of  that  which  is  of  aU  Creator  and  de-  spendthrifts  of  God's  gifts,  with  no 

'^°^"  time  before  them  to  think  better  of 

it,  no  escape  into  a  purer  day  pos- 
These  lovely  verses — and  we  know  sible  for  either.  And  howsoever  we 
nothing  of  their  kind  more  perfectly  may  blame  and  judge — as  judge  we 
beautiful — were  written  at  the  time  must — ^yet  the  gentle  heaven  judged 
when  Shelley  and  Byron  spent  not,  but  sent  down  its  dews  and 
days  and  nights  floating  in  their  star-rays  softly  through  the  enchant- 
boat  upon  Lake  Leman,  and  living  ed  twilight  upon  the  two  young 
a  joint  poetic  life  in  sight  of  one  of  beautiful  poets'  heads,  upon  the  two 
the  fairest  landscapes  God  has  given  wasted  lives.  God  help  them  ! 
to  man.  That  man,  and  he  the  Lives  more  forlorn,  amid  all  their 
man  who  could  write  such  lines,  wealth  of  nature  and  favouring  cir- 
should  desecrate  this  loveliest  scene,  cumstances,  were  never  thrown  away 
and  weave  in  with  it  another  epi-  under  those  peaceful  skies, 
sode  of  discreditable  story,  is  piti-  Byron  never  returned  to  England ; 
ful  to  think  of — but  at  least  it  does  he  lived  a  disturbed  and  wayward 
not  come  into  the  verse.  The  even-  life  in  Italy,  now  moving  from  one 
ing  calm  is  unbroken  by  any  stale  storied  city  to  another,  now  linger- 
echo  of  so-called  *^  passion ;"  the  rose-  ing  in  unknown  comers,  doing  little 
tints  of  the  sunset  linger  on  the  but  indulge  himself  and  his  fancies, 
distant  snow-peaks,  the  magical  and  writing  much  which  it  might 
silence,  all  full  of  softened  sounds,  have  been  as  well  he  had  not  writ- 
drops  down  like  a  benediction  upon  ten.  We  will  not  attempt  to  dis- 
the  two  poets,  the  delicious  night,  cuss  the  productions  of  his  later 
which  is  but  dim,  not  dark,  envelopes  years,  a  task  which  neither  space 
them.  Let  us  not  pry  further  into  nor  inclination  encourages ;  except 
the  aspect  and  thoughts  of  the  two  indeed,  the  greatest  of  all  his  works. 
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the  real  and  most  lasting  foundation  profess  to  produce  strong  meat  for 

of   his   fame.      The    Manfreds  and  men  and  not  milk  for  bahes.     Every 

Cains  were  but  exaggerations  doubly  such  pretension  is  of  its  very  nature 

exaggerated    of    his  favourite  con-  an  apology  for  littleness,  little  as  it 

ventionalism  ;  but  *^  Don  Juan"  is  all  is  intended  so  to  be. 

real     To  speak  of  this  poem  and  of        When    we    say  this  we    do   not 

morality  in  the  same  breath  is  sim-  pretend  to  assert  or  to  hope  that  in 

pie  foolishness,  and  so  must  every  any  but  an  ideal  state  of  society  it 

attempt  be  to  explain  or  justify  its  will  be   possible   to    maintain    that 

freedom.    We  believe  that,  as  a  mere  poetry  and   morality   must   always 

question  of  art,  the  narrowness  which  go  together.    But  we  are  confident 

limits  a  man's  life  to  a  series  of  con-  in    saying    that    few  great  poems, 

tinual  indulgences  in  one  favourite  at  least  of  those  which  have  been 

sin  and  varying  expressions  of  one  written  since  Christianity  began  to 

passion,  is  as  narrow  as  the  creed  of  affect  the  world  (though  even  this 

the  poorest  precisian  who  ever  was  limitation  is  scarcely  necessary),  are 

scoffed  at  by  poet.      Libertinism  is  so  interwoven  with  inunoral  situa- 

as  limited,  as  cramping  and  confin-  tions  and  sentiments  as  to  be  in- 

ing,  as  petty  a  kind  of  bondage,  as  separable  from  them,  and  to  keep 

any  puritanism ;  and  **  passion,''  so  them  continually  before  the  reader. 

called,  has  as  little  claim  to  be  con-  It  is  this  characteristic  which  must 

sidered  the  grand  spring  of  human  always  limit  the    fame    of    **Don 

movements,   as    any    other    of    the  Juan,"  a  fault  infinitely  more  serious 

manifold   impulses   which  make  or  than  any  amount  of  occasional  aber- 

mar  us.     And  at  the  same  time  no  rations  into  forbidden  ways.  Yet  with 

poem  can  take  the  highest  rank  of  all  its  manifold  defects  there  is  an 

poetic  excellence  which  confines  it-  easy  power  and  mastery  in  it,  which 

self  to  a  certain  audience,  whatever  perhaps,  more  than  any  other  poem 

that  audience  may  be.    Byron  boasts  of  the  time,  gives  to  the  reader  the 

that  he  will  not  make  "  ladies'  books  conception  of  strength  and  capacity 

al    diUttar  le  femine  et  la  -plebe ;"  almost    unbounded.     This,     setting 

and  this  is  a  foolish  vaunt,  which  aside    not    only   its    morality,   but 

we  have  heard  repeated  in  our  own  its  moral  tone  (two  quite  distinct 

day  by  various  new  poets,  who  think  things),  and  even  setting  aside  the 

it  finer  to  write  for  a  class  than  for  wonderful  beauty  of  many  passages, 

humankmd.    But    it    ought    to    be  is  the  thing  which  strikes  us  most 

understood    by    all   capable   minds  The  poet  manages  a  measure  by  no 

that  this  is  a  very  poor  and  false  means  facile  with  the  perfect  ease 

piece  of  bravado.     Humankind,  man  of  one  to  whom  words  are  abso- 

and    woman,    small    and    great,    is  lutely  subject,  and  who  can  weave 

more   worth   writing   for  than  any  them  as  he  likes,  now  splendidly, 

section  of  it,  even  were  that  section  now    fantastically,    now    with    the 

the  most  gifted,  the  most  wise  and  most    tragic,    and    now    with    the 

great   minds    of   their   time.      The  most  trifiing,  meaning,  but  always* 

whole  is  greater  than  a  part ;  and  he  with  an    invincible    grace,   facility, 

who  chooses  for  himself  a  limited  and  lightness  of  touch,  which   fill 

audience,  ought  at  least  to  have  the  the  mind  of  the  critic  with  a  purely 

good   sense  to  perceive   that   he  is  technical    and  professional  admira- 

iiot  bigger,  but  less  in  his  aim,  than  tion,   in  addition  to  the  admiration 

other  men — an  amount    of  percep-  which  he  must   share    with    every 

tion,   however,   with    which  we  are  lover  of  poetry.       The  melodious- 

not  allowed  to  credit  the  poets  who  ness  of  the  strain  never  glides,  as  it 
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does  in  Shelley's  hands,  into  mere  ventional  ideal.  Once  more,  we  have 
niusiCjdropping  the  thread  of  artica-  the  very  climax  and  apotheosis  of 
late  thought;  everything  is  clear  commonplace  in  this  handsome 
— every  incident  and  detail,  every  young  hero,  made  of  coarse  flesh 
vicissitude  of  the  much-prolonged  and  blood,  washed  over  with  just 
and  lingering  narrative.  How  it  tliat  lacker  of  outside  refinement 
must  have  flowed  forth,  as  natural,  and  sensibility  which  the  vulgar 
as  easy  as  common  talk,  as  spon-  love — who  roams  from  love  to  love, 
taneous — boundless  so  far  as  the  and  from  adventure  to  adventure, 
writer's  capacity  went,  limited  only  always  lucky,  always  safe  to  get 
by  intention,  and  such  poor  human  clear  of  any  scrape  in  which  he 
details  as  time  and  space,  which  finds  himself.  Such  a  personage 
keep  the  flood  within  inevitable  is  the  incarnation  of  fine  fancy 
channels!  Even  the  occasional  to  all  commonplace  and  prosaic 
(and  very  occasional)  jars  in  the  minds.  Poor  poet,  who  did  not 
verse  give  us  a  sense  of  careless  write  books  to  delight  the  people ! 
force,  never  of  poverty.  That  Byron  It  is  at  once  his  glory  and  his  shame 
did  not  take  the  trouble  to  alter  here  that  he  himself  loved  no  other  ideal 
and  there  a  defective  line,  seems  than  that  which  is  the  god  of  the 
part  of  the  very  freedom  and  ease  plebe;  and  it  is  the  plebe  only — 
and  careless  spontaneity  of  the  meaning  thereby  no  social  class,  but 
strain.  Thus  it  is  strength,  the  those  minds  which,  irrespective  of 
sense  of  gigantic  exertion  without  rank,  occupy  the  lowest  imaginative 
any  strain  of  power,  put  forth  as  level,  and  are  content  with  the 
lightly  as  a  child's  play,  yet  as  efiec-  poorest  ideal — to  whom  his  revela- 
tually  as  if  the  earth  had  been  rent  tion  was  addressed.  Cynicism  is 
by  the  eflfort,  which  is  the  first  great  generally  supposed  to  address  itself 
charm  of  the  poem.  With  that  hand  to  a  more  intellectual  class ;  but 
so  strong,  so  deft,  so  easy,so  all-capa-  the  cynicism  of  "Don  Juan"  is 
ble,  what  might  not  the  poet  do  if  exactly  of  the  kind  which  delights 
he  would  ?  We  are  lost  in  admira-  the  vulgar,  and  is  their  highest  con- 
tion  of  his  vast  capacity,  his  smiling  ception  of  superiority.  This  beau- 
and  careless  power.  tiful,  daring,  fortunate  young  hero 
This  is  the  first  and  greatest  qua-  goes  about  the  world  and  sees  the 
lity  of  "Don  Juan."  The  exqui-  same  weaknesses  everywhere,  and 
site  passages  with  which  the  poem  laughs.  He  is  not  ill-natured.  On 
abounds,  the  absolute  lucidity  and  the  contrary,  he  asks  no  better ;  he 
distinctness  of  the  narrative,  and  takes  advantage  of  the  imperfection 
this  sense  of  strength,  and  ease,  and  of  nature,  and  caresses  her,  and 
grace,  and  infinite  capability,  give  to  smiles,  and  goes  on.  They  are  all  the 
It  a  claim  upon  all  who  love  and  same,  high  and  low,  old  and  young, 
understand  poetry.  But  when  we  he  says  with  perfect  complacency ; 
have  said  this,  we  have  stated  only  he  sees  through  them  all,  and  does 
its  real  claims  to  greatness.  It  has  his  best  to  please,  and  takes  what- 
another  claim  to  another  kind  of  ever  he  can  get,  and  nods  aside  at 
greatness  which  has  also  been  re-  the  spectators.  He  has  the  ease, 
sponded  to  largely,  and  which  per-  the  grace,  the  strength  of  a  god ;  and 
haps  will  continue  to  be  responded  he  has  the  soul  of  a  costermonger ; 
to  as  long  as  men  are  such  as  they  Heaven  forgive  us !  there  are  virtu- 
are.  The  figure  of  Don  Juan  him-  ous  costermongers  as  there  are  vir- 
self  carries  out  all  we  have  said  of  tuous  peers,  and  why  we  should 
the  popularity  of  a  vulgar  and  con-  thus  stigmatise  a  class  we  know  not . 
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But  this  hero  of  poetry,  this  epic  im-  gave  him  a  kind  of  happiness — per- 
personation  of  man,  is  of  the  com-  haps  the  only  kind  of  love  and  hap- 
raonest  and  meanest  mental  type  of  piness  of  which  he  was  capable, 
humanity.  His  superiorities  are  all  His  death  was  like  his  life — a  mix- 
superficial;  he  is  comprehensible  ture  of  the  real  and  the  false,  of 
through  and  through — there  is  nei-  tragedy  and  mock  tragedy,  of  some 
ther  depth,  nor  mystery,  nor  any  genuine  generosity  and  sentiment 
secret  in  him  that  can  confuse  the  and  a  great  deal  of  counterfeit, 
vulgarest  reader.  And  accordingly,  Amid  the  wild,  confused,  and  be- 
the  vulgar,  the  joZtfft^  whom  the  poet  wildering  melodrama,  of  Greek 
affected  to  despise — those  who  in  emancipation  —  amid  strangers, 
ordinary  cases  stare  and  gape  at  with  theatrical  shouts  in  his  ears, 
poetry — rose  up  and  gave  their  and  operatic  figures  grouped  about 
coarse,  unaccustomed  hand  to  that  him,  far  away  from  any  true  aflfec- 
other  half  of  the  world  which  tion  or  friend  more  trusted  than  an 
prepares  the  thrones  and  pedestals  old  servant — he  died  in  the  full 
of  fame ;  and  between  them,  while  flower  of  his  days, — Nel  mezzo  del 
the  song  was  still  warm  on  his  cammin  di  nostra  vita.  No  more 
lips,  this  strange  pair  placed  Byron  was  granted  to  him,  no  time  of  re- 
on  his  pinnacle — an  elevation  half  flection,  no  afternoon  of  thought, 
of  real  greatness,  half  of  false  Never  was  life  less  happy,  more  for- 
fame  —  a  place  perhaps  unparal-  lorn  and  wasted,  and  never  was  end 
leled  in  poetry,  and  entirely  unique  more  pitiful.  And  thus  all  was 
in  England.  Thus  it  was  that,  ended  upon  earth  for  a  man  who 
without  pause  or  interval,  Byron  had  received  every  gift  which  Hea- 
won  everything,  in  point  of  repu-  vcn  could  bestow  upon  a  human 
tation,  which  the  world  has  to  give,  creature — every  gift  except  the  one 
We  need  not  linger  upon  the  of  knowing  how  to  use  the  glorious 
later  portion  of  his  life.  It  had  a  faculties  which  God  had  put  into 
kind  of  love  in  its  last  chapter  which  his  hands. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. — AN  IMPOSING   RECEPTION. 

"  Now    then,   girls,   array    your-  more  clearly  than  by  saying  that 

selves  in  purple  and  orange  ;   sum-  they  were  generally  in  accord  with 

mon    Annetta    and    produce    your  those  of  their  esteemed  member  and 

choicest  garments  in  those  colours ;  fellow- townsman,  Mr.  Sheepshanks, 

or,  if  you  are  not  provided,  let  us  and  of   the  great   party   to  whose 

sally  forth  and  procure  them  forth-  efforts  and  measures  so  much  of  the 

with.     A  dress  of  orange,  say,  with  prosperity  of  the  country  and  the 

a  purple  scarf,  and  a  purple  bonnet  manufacturing    interests   was    due. 

with  orange  flowers  ;   something  in  And  so  forth,  according  to  received 

that  style  would  look  neat  and  ex-  practice.     Also,  that  administrative 

pressive,    wouldn't    it  ?      Anyhow  reform    would    always    receive    his 

there  is  not  a  moment  to  be  lost,  cordial     support,     especially     such 

for  we  must  all  repair  to  the  scene  of  measures  as  were  needed  for  organ - 

war  to-morrow  at  the  very  latest"  ising    the    military    forces    of    the 

"What  nonsense  you  talk,  Charlie!  country  on  a  basis  of  improved  effi- 
as  if  we  could  possibly  make  our-  ciency  and  greater  economy.  Fin- 
selves  into  such  frights.  But  do  ally,  the  candidate  stated  that, 
you  really  mean  that  you  have  been  although  a  comparative  stranger 
elected  ?    I  shall  be  so  pleased "  himself,    he    was    connected    with 

**  Why,  not  exactly   elected,  my  Leatherby  by  family  ties,  and  hoped 

love  ;    you  go  too  fast,    vou  little  now  to  become  a  member  of  their 

thing  ;     but    everything    has    been  society  in  every  sense, 

settled  satisfactorily,  and   I   am  to  The  indefatigable  Herrics  accom- 

stand    for    the    borough,   and    you  panied  us  on  our  journey  the  next 

must  come  with  me  at  once  to  help  morning.      "  I'll    see    you    started 

to  carry  on  the  canvass."  properly,"  he  said,  "  and  then  you 

This  announcement  took  place,  must  take  your  own  line  for  the 
after  greetings  on  my  arrival,  in  the  war -ministership."  Mrs.  Herries 
drawing-room  in  Sackville  Street ;  came  also  to  see  the  fun ;  and  the 
and  then  explaining  matters  to  three  ladies,  without  exactly  adopt- 
Sybil,  who  had  so  far  heard  nothing  ing  the  costume  I  had  suggested, 
of  the  reason  for  my  absence,  1  pro-  were  yet  attired  in  a  manner  suffi- 
duced  a  copy  of  the  poster  which  had  ciently  pronounced  to  denote  their 
been  sent  from  the  printing-office,  connection  with  the  candidate.  But 
wherein  the  electors  of  Leatherby  any  colour  would  become  Eva,  or 
were  informed  in  purple  letters  on  Sybileither;andMrs.  Herries,  flushed 
a  flaming  yellow  ground  that  their  and  happy  at  being  allowed  to  ac- 
very  faithful  and  obedient  servant,  company  her  husband  anywhere, 
Charles  West,  presumed  to  invite  looked  handsomer  than  ever, 
their  suffices  for 'the  representation  But  we  were  not  at  all  prepared 
of  the  borough  to  fill  the  vacancy  for  the  greeting  that  awaited  us  at 
caused  by  the  removal  of  their  noble  Leatherby,  where,  as  the  train  drew 
and  respected  member  to  the  re-  up,  a  discordant  clang  almost 
sponsibilities  of  a  seat  in  the  Upper  enough  to  frighten  the  engine  burst 
House  of  Parliament  That  he  could  forth  from  the  town  band,  intend- 
not  express  his  political  sentiments  ed  to  do  duty  for   "See  the  con- 
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quering  hero  comes,''  but  with  im-  and  in  motion  before  the  ladies  were 

pro  vised  variations  on  each  instru-  ready  to  start,  and  the  street  being 

ment     On  the  platform,  set  off  by  somewhat  narrow  the  carriages  were 

a  background  of  a  purple  and  orange  unable  to  pass,  and  so  brought  up 

banner,  stood  the  candidate's  com-  the  rear  of  our  procession,  to  wit ; — 

mittee :  —  Mr.    Rupert    Bowles,    his  A    purple    banner    with    orange 

brother,    Mr.  William  Bowles,    Mr.  streamers,  borne  by  two  men. 

Scrap,   Mr.   Handsaw,   Mr.  Hunter,  Band  of  seven  performers,  all  per- 

Messrs.  St  Leger  and  Gemell,  the  forming  vigorously    and    independ- 

bankers,  Mr.   Hambrowe,  the  wine  ently,  supported  by  juvenile  attend- 

merchant  of  Fore  Street,  Air.  Tawney,  ants  on  either  side, 

the    wine    merchant    of    Stampton  Two  youths  carrying  flags. 

Street,  Messrs.  Dyapur  and  Ruche,  The    candidate,   arm-in-arm  with 

the  leading  drapers,  Mr.  Staine,  the  Messrs.  Rupert  Bowles  and  Scrap, 

upholsterer,  Mr.  Prymekut,  the  lead-  Mr.  Herries,  on  the  same  friendly 

ing  butcher,  and  others  too  numer-  terms  with  Messrs.  William  Bowles 

ous  to  mention.     ^^  There  can't  be  and  Hunter, 

anybody  to  speak  of  left  for  a  com-  The  rest  of  the  committee, 

mittee  on  the  other  side,"  whispered  Various  residents  of  the  borough, 

Herries,  "  even   if  they  try  to  get  for  the  most  part  disqualified  for 

one  up."      Then  as  we  stepped  on  exercise  of  the  franchise  by  reason 

to  the  platform,  Mr.  Rupert  Bowles  of  their  tender  age. 

moved  forward,  and  I  shook  hands  Mrs.  Scrap's  pony-phaeton, 

with  all  the  committee,   and    then  The  Three  Butts  fly. 

introduced  them  to  Eva,  who,  look-  The  whole  effect  must  have  been 

ing    very    pretty    and    shy,    shook  inexpressibly  ludicrous,  but  I  could 

hands  all  round ;   and   then  Sybil,  not  venture  to  look  round.      From 

also  looking  very  pretty  and  shy,  various  houses  streamers  were  sus- 

shook  hands  all  round  too,  while  a  pended,  useful  rather  as  indicating 

select  deputation  of  small  boys,  who  the  proclivities  of  the  owners  than 

had  managed  to  get  on  to  the  plat-  remarkable  for  size  or  as  works  of 

form,  cried  Hooray  I  and  were  imme-  design  ;   but  from  the  second  floor 

diatcly  chased  off  by  the  one  police-  of  Messrs.  Dyapur  and  Ruche's  estab- 

man.     Outside  the  station  we  found  lishment  which  faced  the  inn  just 

Mrs.  Scrap  in  her  pony -carriage,  her-  at  the  entrance  into  the  Fore  Street, 

self  and  the  ponies  ablaze  with  orange  and  at  its  widest  part,  quite  a  bal- 

ribbons,   and    £va  was   invited    to  loon  of  coloured  calico  floated  out 

take  the  vacant  seat,   while   S^bil  in  the  air.      ^'  You   sec,   Captain," 

and  Mrs.  Herries  were  assisted  mto  said  Mr.  Dyapur,  when  the  proces- 

the  Three  Butts  fly,  which  awaited  sion  stopped,  *^  you  didn't  give  us 

us  with  the  Fergusson  mare  and  her  much    time    for    preparation,^    but 

companion  similarly  decorated.    The  we've  done  our  best."     I  was  just 

whole  distance  from  the  station  to  going  to  observe  that    I  hoped   it 

the  Three  Butts  being  rather  less  would  wash,   when    the  idea    sud- 

than  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  the  ladies  denly  struck  me  that  perhaps  this 

would  fain  have  walked  up  after  us,  was  one  of  the  items  to  be  included 

but   it  was   represented    that    this  in  the  election  bill,  and  that  utili- 

would  mar  the  effect ;  whereas  how-  tarian  questions  of  this  sort  would 

ever  it  was  intended  that  the  car-  be  hold  to  savour  of  meanness  un- 

riages  should  drive  on  and  pull  up  worthy  of   a   right-thinking    candi- 

with  a  splash  at  the  Three  Butts,  date,  so  I  held  my  peace, 

thus  announcing  our  advent,  it  hap-  At    the    open    windows    of    the 

pened  that  the  procession  was  formed  Three  Butts,   in  the  rooms  which 
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nad  been  engaged  for  us,  were  to  be  work  did  not  conduce  to  hunger ; 

seen  both  the  two  Mrs.  Bowles  and  about   twice  as    many  people  were 

other  ladies,  all  more  or  less  in  a  glory  stuffed  into   the   room  as  it  could 

of  orange  and  purple.     There  must  properly  hold,  and   several    of   my 

have  been  quite  a  run  on  Messrs.  worthy  supporters  took    the  oppor- 

Dyapur's  stock  that  morning.     Miss  tunity  of  the   jollification  to  make 

Barton,  too,  we  were  told,  was  wait*  a  regular  night   of   it,  sending  for 

ing  within,  but  would   not  appear,  pipes    and    tobacco,    and    standing 

The  ladies  here  stopped,  while  the  glasses  round  in  succession,  till  the 

procession  continued  its  way  to  the  atmosphere  of  smoke  and   gin  be- 

public    rooms,    where    a    meeting  came    almost    insupportable.      The 

was  held,  Mr.  Sheepshanks  in   the  eating  began  at  five,  and  was  over 

chair,  consisting  of  about  a  hundred  before  the  autumn  twilight  had  faded 

people,  and  where  I  was  introduced  away,  soon  after  which  Mr.  Sheep- 

to  the  electors  or  such  of  them  as  shanks  retired ;  but  it  was  near  mid- 

were  present,  and  proposed  by  Mr.  night  when  I  managed  to  get  away. 

Scrap,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Dyapur.  a  select  party  remaining  to  the  last, 

I  had  of  course  to  make  a  speech,  and  whose  encouraging  prophecies  of  the 

very  nervous  I  felt  at  starting  lest  resiilt  of  the  election  followed    me 

I  should  break  down  on  this  first  oc-  almost  out   of   the   room.     ^^  WeUl 

casion.     Luckily  the  excitement  and  carry  you    through.  Captain,"  said 

movement  had  prevented  my  think-  one   jolly  farmer,  who  in  virtue  of 

ing  too  much  about  it  beforehand,  being  also  a  butcher    had  a   shop 

and  I   got  through  the  afiair   well  and  a  borough  vote,  as  he  stood  in 

enough.      There     was     plenty    to  front  of   the  door  waving  his  pipe 

be  said,  and    I    had    not    to    beat  with  one  hand,  atid  holding  on   to 

about    for    topics;     and      although  the    wainscot    with    the    other     to 

probably  the  speech  was  jerky  and  steady  himself;  "and  don't  you  be 

inartistic,  still  it  was  well  received,  afeard   of    this    talk    about    Squire 

and  its  success  gave  me  confidence  Drew.    He  ainH   no   good  for  'lee- 

for  the  future,     f  had  accomplished  tioneering ;   he'll   never  a-bring  his- 

the  feat  of  speaking  on  my  legs  and  self  to   making  free  with   his  coin, 

without  premeditation.     There  was  He's  that  close  he  couldn't   screw 

plenty  more  of  this  to  be  done  before  hisself  to  do  it      I  don't  mind  a- 

the    election    was    over,    especially  saying  it,  though  I  do  rent  a  bit  of 

open-air  speaking;   and  it  appeared  his  land;  I  don't  care  a  brass  far- 

to  me  that  there  were  two  leading  den   about  him,  I   don't,  and   if   I 

principles  which  if  acted  on  were  al-  meets  him  this  here  very  night,  I'll 

ways  successful — namely,  to  be  free  say  it  to  his  face,  just  I'm  a-saying 

and  jocular  in  the  smaller  meetings,  it  to  you.     He  is  a  mean  one,  he  is, 

where  the  audience  consisted  mainly  and  so  Fll  tell  him  if  I  meets  him. 

of  the  local  tradesmen,  but  in  the  Don't  you  be  afeard.  Captain,  we'll 

open-air  assemblies  of  operatives  to  'lect  you  right  enough  ;   and  as  for 

be  extremely  polite  and  deferential.  Squire  Drew" — but  at  this  point  I 

I  commend   this  method  to  all  in-  succeeded  in    effecting    my  escape, 

tending  candidates.  quite   satisfied  of  my  friend's  pot- 

The  meeting  was  followed  by  a  valiancy  in   his   present   condition, 

public  banquet  for  the  Liberal  party  when  he  was  like  a  dragon,  breath- 

at  the   Three  Butts-^-three-and-six-  ing  forth    spirits,    whatever    might 

pence  a-head,  wine  and   spirits  not  happen  should  he  meet  the  Squire 

included — which   was    perhaps   the  next  day,  and  feeling  that  Uie  occa- 

greatest  infliction  undergone  during  slon  was  not  propitious  for  argument 

the    canvass.     Such  an  afternoon's  about  Mr.  Drew  s  personal  qualities. 
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Escaping  from  the  banquet,  I  went  fight.  Scarcely  had  my  blue  and 
to  Church  Street,  to  fetch  Eva,  and  yellow  posters,  following  close  after 
found  all  the  party  in  the  little  the  news  of  Lord  Stowe^s  deaths 
drawing-room,  tired  out  with  sitting  astonished  the  town,  when  the 
up  for  me  so  much  beyond  the  hour  holders  of  what  they  called  sound 
at  which  Miss  Barton's  household  opinions,  recovering  their  surprise,' 
was  accustomed  to  retire  to  rest  I  began  to  marshal  their  forces.  A 
would  fain  have  let  Eva  stay  in  this  deputation,  it  appeared,  had  gone  out 
quiet  shelter,  knowing  too  that  the  to  Squire  Drew's  the  very  evening 
whole  inn  must  be  reeking  with  the  of  my  previous  visit,  and  again  early 
odours  of  the  feast ;  but  this  retire-  the  following  day,  when  they  suc- 
ment  was  not  admissible  under  the  ceeded  in  overcoming  any  remaining 
circumstances,  and  we  had  taken  a  scruples ;  and  accordingly,  the  mom- 
suite  of  rooms  at  the  Three  Butts,  ing  after  the  banquet,  when  I  looked 
comprising,  in  fact,  the  first  floor,  out  of  my  dressing-room  window  at 
*^  We  so  much  wanted  you  and  your  the  Three  Butts,  there  on  a  hoarding 
sweet  wife  to  stay  with  us  at  Holly  opposite,  and  side  by  side  with  my 
Lodge,''  Mrs.  Scrap  had  said  on  our  own,  was  another  large  poster,  in 
arrival,  ^*  and  dear  Miss  Barton  can  which  their  very  humble  and  obedi- 
hardly  be  equal  to  entertaining  such  ent  servant  John  Drew  requested  the 
a  party,  but  Mr.  Scrap  thought  it  support  of  the  electors  of  Leatherby 
might  be  inconvenient  to  you  just  in  favour  of  the  only  political  prin- 
now  to  be  so  far  in  the  country.  The  ciples  which  could  appeal  to  an  en- 
country  is  indeed  very  charming ;  lightened  and  patriotic  constituency, 
but  then  this  country  visiting  is  so  However,  his  committee  had  not 
fatiguing,  the  distances  are  so  great  had  time  to  get  up  their  announce- 
Fancy,  Captain  West,  we  are  five  ment  on  coloured  paper,  which  cir- 
miles  from  the  next  family ;"  and  in  cum  stance  was  deemed  to  confer  a 
truth  it  was  just  that  disttince  by  moral  superiority  on  my  side,  espe- 
the  road  from  Roodeley,  Squire  cially  by  the  juvenile  portion  of  the 
Jacob's  place,  to  the  gate  of  Mrs.  population ;  but  very  soon  an  oppo- 
Scrap's  shrubbery,  which  was  situ-  sition  band,  adorned  with  light  blue 
ated  at  the  end  of  South  Lane,  and  pink,  came  down  the  street, 
one  of  the  terminations  of  Lea-  making  if  possible  even  more  hid- 
therby.  ecus  sounds  than  ours,  and  arousing 
So  far  our  side  had  had  it  all  poor  Eva  from  her  slumbers ;  and 
their  own  way,  but  the  opposition  both  parties  went  hard  into  can- 
were  gathering  their  forces  for   a  vassing. 


CHAPTER   XVIII. — THE   ELECTION. 

Mr.  Fergusson,  as  Henries  had  pre-  ferently  in  politics  from  the  factory 
dieted,  did  not  come  forward  as  an  hands.  But  of  course  we  were  cap- 
ostensible  partisan  on  Drew's  com-  ital  friends  notwithstanding.  *^We 
mittee,  but  privately  was  very  active,  are  quite  torn  by  conflicting  emo- 
as  became  his  character,  and  was  tions,  said  Miss  Kate,  when  Eva 
indeed  the  most  respectable  member  and  I  paid  them  an  early  call.  *^  Of 
of  the  other  side;  for  the  resident  course  we  should  like  you  to  win, 
gentry,  such  of  them  as  belonged  to  on  your  own  account  as  well  as  on 
the  male  sex,  were  generally  indiffer-  Eva's ;  but  then,  you  know,  as  papa 
ent  about  the  matter,  and  the  trades-  says,  one's  political  principles  must 
people  could  not  afford  to  think  dif-  be    put    before    everything.      Oh, 
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Captain  West  I  why  could  you  not  to  carry  her  off  to  spend -the  day; 
be  on  the  right  side,  and  then  all  and  the  lady  further  insisted  on  pick- 
this  bother  would  never  have  occur-  ing  me  up  in  the  street  later  in  the 
red  T^  Even  the  little  household  in  morning,  while  engaged  upon  my 
Church  Street  had  its  rival  factions,  canvass,  and  driving  me  down  to  the 
"  Come  along,  Sybil,"  said  I,  enter-  great  luncheon-party  held  at  Holly 
ing  the  schoolroom  ;  ^^  come  and  Lodge  in  honour  of  the  Liberal  candi- 
help  Eva.  We  have  to  go  all  round  date.  **  Your  wife  is  the  same  sweet 
the  town  to-day.  You  and  she  have  little  thing  as  ever,"  said  Mrs.  Scrap, 
to,  kiss  all  the  ugly  babies,  and  I  a  comely  little  woman  with  sharp 
have  to  do  the  same  by  the  pretty  features  and  an  eager  face,  as  we 
women.  Such,  I  am  informed,  is  the  drove  along.  **  I  have  always  been 
correct  programme.  But  what  do  so  fond  of  her,  and  I  was  saying  to 
I  see  here,  pink  and  blue  rosettes  Missie "  (Missie  was  the  eldest  Miss 
mixed  with  our  noble  colours!  Can  it  Scrap,  a;t.  fifteen)  "  only  this  mom- 
be  that  even  here  too  the  demon-paw  ing  what  an  acquisition  she  woiild 
of  party  obtrudes  its  venom-fang,  as  be  to  our  Leatherby  society ;  for  al- 
Mr.  Rupert  Bowles  so  beautifully  ex-  though,  of  course,  one  looks  mainly 
pressed  it  at  the  meeting  yesterday  ?"  to  the  county  for  one's  company, 
I  was  answered  by  the  entry  of  still  in  Mr.  Scrap's  position  we  are 
Mary  Drew  into  the  room,  who  it  obliged  to  keep  on  good  terms  with 
appeared  had  returned  from  her  visit  the  townspeople.  Indeed,"  she 
the  day  before.  **  We  are  having  a  added,  suddenly  recollecting,  I  pre- 
match,  you  see^  Captain  West,  which  sume,  the  existence  of  the  household 
can  make  up  rosettes  fastest.  Sybil  in  Church  Street,  ^^  there  are  some 
is  thirty-five  against  my  twenty -six,  most  estimable  residents  in  the  town, 
but  then  she  had  a  long  start  You  really  quite  desirable  acquaintances, 
mustn't  join,  Eva — two  against  one  but  the  double  tie  makes  the  claims 
would  not  be  fair.  Aunt  Emily  has  of  society  very  engrossing.  I  have 
promised  to  be  neutral,  so  let  Sybil  often  wanted  Mr.  Scrap  to  give  up 
and  me  fight  it  out  together."  *^  Oh,  Holly  Lodge  and  move  somewhere 
my  dear,'  replied  Eva,  who  had  now  farther  into  the  country ;  but  busi- 
followed  me  into  the  room,  ^^  you  ness  is  business,  you  know.  Captain 
needn't  be  afraid  of  my  helping.  West— one  is  obliged  to  think  of 
I  feel  as  if  I  could  hardly  stand  these  things."  I  might  have  re- 
already,  and  I  couldn't  hold  a  needle  plied  that  Mrs.  West  was  at  least 
if  I  tried  ever  so.  This  canvassing  four  inches  taller  than  herself,  but 
is  capital  fun,  but  dreadfully  tiring."  I  understood  her  expression  to  be 
^*You  mustn't  let  Eva  over-fatigue  meant  rather  in  a  moral  than  a 
herself,"  said  Mary ;  ^^  and  after  all  physical  sense,  and  that  my  wife 
there  is  no  need  to  take  much  trou-  was  regarded  for  the  present  as 
ble,  for  papa  says  it  is  all  humbug  somebody  to  be  half  patronised  and 
his  contesting  the  election,  for  he  half  looked  up  to  and  made  much 
hasn't  a  chance.  Dear  me !  I  ought  of.  During  the  luncheon,  which 
not  to  have  told  you  this,  but  I  dare-  was  a  very  long  affair,  the  room 
say  it  is  no  secret;  however,  we  being  full  of  guests,  including  vari- 
mean  to  fight  to  the  death,"  and  so  ous  ■  carriage  company  as  well  as 
saying  the  young  lady  sat  down  and  townsfolk — Mrs.  Scrap  was  particu- 
resumed  her  occupation  of  fabricat-  lar  in  notifying  for  my  information 
ing  opposition  rosettes.  that  the  former  kept  their  carriages, 
Eva  was  happily  spared  further  apparently  to  prevent  it  being 
exertion  that  morning  by  the  arrival  supposed  that  they  kept  the  car- 
of  Mrs.  Scrap  in  her  pony-phaeton  riages   of   anybody  else — our  host- 
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ess  was  too  preoccupied  and  anxious  ing  the  meal,  and  the  frowns  at  and 

for  conversation,  and  her  comely  face  whisperings  to  the  servants,  I  could 

grew  flushed  as  the  courses  went  hy,  well  understand.      But    then    dear 

in  consumption  of  the  good  things  Mrs.  West  had  not  any  family  cares 

provided,  and  in  pressing  them  on  the  at  present  to  oppress  her.      What 

guests.     ^^Mr.Jacoh,  you  have  really  witn    Missions    education    and    the 

oaten  nothing.      Do  try  a   little  of  younger  ones,  and  Johnnie,   really 

that  cream."     *^  Have  just  had  some,  it  was  an  anxious  task.     She  hardly 

ma^am,''  said  the  hurly  squire  ad-  knew    what    to   do  ahout    Missie's 

dressed ;    ^^  it  is  first-rate ;  I  think  music — ^the  child  had,  so  much  taste 

3'ou  must  have  made  it  yourself."  it  would  be  a  thousand  pities  not  to 

"  Oh !    Mr.  Jacob,"    said   the  lady,  cultivate  it,  wouldn't  it  ?     And  al- 

*^  what  an  idea !   as  if  I   had  the  though  Dr.  Phewgew  was  no  doubt 

least  notion  about  cooking."     *^  Must  a  very  sound  musician,  still  he  had 

have  forgotten,  then,''   grunted  the  not  tiie  style  of  a  London  master, 

squire,  who  seemed  put  out  at  some-  She  really  must  get  Mr.  Scrap  to  let 

thing,  in  an  undertone,  and  in  truth  her  take  Missie  to  town  next  year  for 

rumour  had  it  that  Mrs.  Scrap's  mo-  the  season  to  finish  her  education, 

ther  sold  butter  and  eggs  in  Lea-  And  then  she  should  hope  to  see  a 

therby  market  at  the    time  when  great  deal  of  dear  Mrs.  West     Then 

Mr.  Scrap,  a  young  and  struggling  there  was  Johnnie.     I  had  not  seen 

attorney,  was  caught  by  her  pretty  Johnnie  yet ;  he  had  just  gone  back 

face ;  and   certainly  there  remained  to  school ;  she  was  so  sorry  she  had 

two  maiden  sisters  who  lived  in  a  not  been  able  to  introduce  him  to 

humble  little   cottage  at  the  other  me.      He  was    such  a  noble  boy. 

end  of  the  town,  and  whose  exist-  Yes,    she   believed    the    Leatherby 

ence  there  Mrs.  Scrap  was  supposed  school  was  very  well,  and  Johnnie 

to  regard  as  a  standing  grievance,  went   there   when   he  was  a  little 

Various  schemes  for  deporting  them  fellow,    but    the  society  was    very 

had  been  proposed,  it  was  said,  but  miscellaneous,     so    many     of     the 

this  was  probably  mere  ill-natured  trades-people  sent  their  sons  there, 

scandal     Eventually,  as  the  eating  which    made    it  very    awkward,   I 

came  to  an  end,  Mrs.  Scrap  found  knew,   and    so    it    was    better    he 

time  to  offer  her  kindly  advice  about  should  go  to  Harrow.       She  would 

our  future  plans.     She  was  so  glad  have  preferred  sending  him  to  Eton, 

to  hear  that  we  meant  to  settle  at  but  Harrow  was  quite  as  expensive, 

Leatherby;   for   although    they  all  and   Mr.   Sheepshanks's    grandson, 

liked  Lord  Wraymouth  very  much,  young  Cramer,  was  at  Harrow,  and 

still  it  would  be  so  nice  to  have  the  the  two  boys  were    such    friends, 

second  member  resident:  dear  good  What  form  was  he  in?    Well,  he  was 

Mr.  Sheepshanks  was  a  most  estim-  not  quite  sure  what  form  he  was 

able  person,  still   he  could  not  be  in,  but  thought  it  was  the  fifth,  or  it 

said  to  do  much   for  society,  and  might  be  the   fourth  form ;  at  any 

dear    Miss    Sheepshanks    had    not  rate  his  tutor  wrote  home  excellent 

been  brought   up   to   that   sort   of  accounts  of  him,  and  said  there  was 

thing.     Mrs.  West,  of  course,  would  not  a  more  gentlemanly  boy  in  his 

entertain,  and  no  doubt  her  parties  house.      Young  Lord  LoUy  Poppe 

would   be   charming,   although  she  was  in  the  same  house,  second  son 

(Mrs.  Scrap;  could  assure  me  that  of  the    Marquis  of   Jinjerbredde — 

these   pleasures  were   not  without  such  a  gentlemanly  youth.     Should 

their  anxieties,  which,  indeed,  hav-  I  find  it  difficult  to  get  a  place  to 

ing  observed  my  hostess's  face  dur-  settle  down   in  ?    Well,   Mr.   Scrap 
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would  be  only  too  happy  to  help  me  on  the  score  of  any  personal  merit, 
to  look  out  for  something  ;  they  had  But  one  must  not  look  a  gift  horse  in 
found  it  very  difficult,  but  then  they  the  mouth  ;  and  I  found  the  opera- 
wanted  so  much ;  and  when  at  last  tives  thoroughly  pleasant  fellows  to 
Mr.  Scrap  bought  Holly  Lodge,  it  talk  to,  independent  yet  civil,  and 
was  such  a  tumble-down  place  that  although  full  of  prejudice  and  dis- 
she  told  him  she  really  thought  posed  to  be  over-conceited  about 
they  could  not  live  in  it ;  but  by  their  knowledge,  yet  intelligent  and 
building  out  a  new  drawing-room  shrewd  withaL  I  gave  no  pledges 
and  two  best  bed-rooms,  and  adding  and  asked  for  no  promises,  but  made 
a  conservatory,  and  turning  the  old  no  secret  of  my  opinions ;  and  I 
drawing-room  into  a  school-room,  must  say  I  found  the  arguments  one 
and  converting  the  attics  into  used  to  get  into  with  some  of  these 
nurseries,  they  had  managed  to  good  fellows  very  useful  for  fixing 
make  it  do.  *^  But  then,  you  know,  my  own  ideas,  as  well  as  for  the  new 
Captain  West,  you  have  no  nur-  light  in  which  they  presented  things ; 
series  or  governess  to  provide  for,  while  they  for  their  part  appeared 
have  you  ?  But  won't  you  come  both  surprised  and  gratified  to  find 
now  and  look  at  the  conservatory  ?'*  a  soldier  thinking  the  army  might 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  every-  be  more  efficient  and  yet  cheaper, 
body  seemed  to  take  my  election  Their  wives,  too,  were  a  civil  but 
for  granted ;  nevertheless  the  busi-  apparently  thriftless  set,  who  seemed 
ness  went  on  as  if  the  election  were  to  understand  thoroughly  the  art  of 
to  be  hotly  contested ;  and  what  be-  making  a  little  money  go  a  very 
tween  speeches  out  of  window,  and  short  way,  and  spent  without  much 
speeches  in  the  public  rooms,  and  to  show  for  it  enough  to  keep  a  poor 
committee  meetings,  and  the  work  gentleman  in  comfort  There  used 
of  personal  canvassing,  there  was  to  be  a  certain  amount  of  looking 
enough  to  be  done.  I  cannot  say  round  from  behind  back-doors,  ac- 
I  found  the  personal  canvass  at  all  companied  by  sniggering,  on  the 
disagreeable.  The  minor  tradesmen,  part  of  the  numerous  young  ladies 
indeed,  between  a  sort  of  natural  ob-  dwelling  in  these  parts  who  were 
sequiousness  and  the  independence  employed  as  factory  hands,  and  they 
simulated  for  the  occasion,  were  not  seemed  hardly  to  know  whether 
very  easy  to  get  on  with  ;  1  always  to  be  civil  or  saucy  to  Eva  when 
felt  when  calling  on  them  as  if  we  she  accompanied  me  on  my  rounds  ; 
both  understood  that  this  political  but  on  the  whole  I  liked  what  I 
talk  was  all  humbug  at  bottom,  saw  of  the  people,  and  we  became 
and  that  real  business  would  have  very  good  friends.  Eva  and  Sybil 
consisted  in  a  handsome  order  for  began  very  actively  with  the  can- 
tobacco,  or  shoes,  or  almonds  and  vassing  at  first,  but  the  former  was 
raisins,  or  whatever  the  article  on  soon  obliged  to  give  up  the  work 
hand  might  be ;  and  this  one  could  from  fatigue ;  for  so  long  as  she 
not  do  just  at  present  for  certain  held  out,  her  gracious  presence,  as 
considerations.  I  confess,  too,  I  she  walked  down  these  back  streets 
should  have  been  better  pleased  if  like  a  gentle,  modest  queen,  had  a 
the  leading  committee-men  had  put  very  good  effect  Sybil  was  a  less 
me  through  my  facings,  so  to  speak,  useful  ally,  perhaps,  as  people  were 
before  taking  up  my  cause  so  hearti-  accustomed  to  see  her  going  about 
ly,  instead  of  letting  it  be  seen  so  in  the  school-girl  state. 

Eliunly  that  I  was  adopted  merely  as  Meanwhile     the    two  committees 

[r.  Sheepshanks' s  nominee,  and  not  carried    on    the  war,    and    various 
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squibs,  as  well  as  addresses,  soon  traitor  for  certain,   and    I  daresay 

decorated  the  available  wall  space,  yours    would    too.      What    a    joke 

of  a  style  quite  adapted  to  the  men-  it  is,   to  be    sure,   at  least  for  me ! 

tal  calibre  of  the  readers  to  be  edi-  I  knew  I  hadn't  a  ghost  of  a  chance, 

fied.     I  remember  one  in  particular,  and  my  committee  knew  it  too ;  but 

notifying  that  the  celebrated  West  for  goodness'   sake  don't  let  them 

Indian  juggler  (the  West  in  italics,  of  know  I  said  so.     I  must  carry  on  a 

course),  would  have  the  honour  of  bit  longer  for  the  look  of  the  thing, 

exhibiting  his  tricks  to  the  Leather-  but  it  will  be  no  good  holding  out 

by  public,  including  his  remarkable  much  more." 

personation  of    the  character  of  a  **For    shame,     papa,"    said    his 

Liberal  (also  in  italics)  country  gen-  daughter,    "  to  be  so  downhearted ; 

tleman ;  and  how,  finally,  this  jug-  you  ought  not  to  encourage  Captain 

gler  would  conclude  his  entertain-  West  in  that  way.     For  my  part,  I 

ment  by  vanishing  just  before  the  think  we  have  a  capital  chance,  and 

polling-day.     Whereupon  our  side  Mr.  Fergusson  was   in  great  spirits 

came  out  with  a  report  of  the  meet-  about  it  this  morning." 

ing  of    the  Stampton   Agricultural  **  Fergusson  was  only  humbugging 

Benevolent    Society,   Squire    Screw  you,  girls ;   he  knows  all  about  it 

in  the  chair,  when  half-a-crown  and  really.     But   appearances    must  be 

a  new  smock  was  presented  to  John  kept  up.     See  me  out  of  doors,  and  I 

Hodge,   for  having  brought    up    a  can  swagger  with  any  of  them ;  but  I 

family  of  fifteen    children  without  am   not  telling   Captain  West   any 

aid  from  the  parish.     Also  a  notice  secrets.     He  knows  how  the  land 

to  the  effect  that  Squire  Screw  had  lies  just  as  well  as  T  do,  and  there  is 

announced  his  intention  of  subscrib-  no  use  in  playing  at  hoax  in  here." 

ing    half-a-sovereign    to  be  divided  "  Well,  papa,  all  1  can  say  is,  if  s 

between    the    Leatherbjr    Infirmary  a  great  shame.     I  don't  feel  so  very 

and  the  Literary  and  Scientific  Insti-  sorry    on  your  account,   because  I 

tution.     What  wag  composed  these  know    you  would  be  miserable  in 

jeux  d^esprit  1  do  not  know,  and  I  London ;   but  it  would  be  so  nice 

declare  they  were  posted  up  without  for  you  to  have  been  an  M.P.  just 

my  sanction.     We  had  most  of  them  for  once.     Besides,   of    course,   wo 

defaced,  but  they  appear  to    have  wanted  the  good  cause  to  triumph, 

been  much    relished   by   the  com-  If    Captain    West    had    only    be- 

munity,  and  were  pronounced  more  longed  to  the  right  side ! — oh,  dear  I 

telling,  if  less  witty,  than  the  opposi-  what  a  pity  it  is  !    Mr.  Fergusson 

tion  devices.  was  saying  he    never    could   have 

Happily  the  principals  on  either  supposed  you  were  such  a  Radical, 

side  bore  the  attacks  good-humour-  Captain  West     I  suppose  he  never 

edly,  and  we  continued  to  be  capital  said  anything  about  it  to  you,  Eva, 

friends.      **  Here,    at    any    rate,   is  did  he,  before  you  were  married  ?" 

neutral  ground,"  said  a  voice  from  "  My  dear,  I  knew  nothing  about 

the  comer  of  Miss  Barton's  drawing-  Tories  or  Radicals  in  those  days, 

room,   as  I  entered  it  one  evening  and  I  don't  know  much  more  about 

towards  dusk,  and  dimly  discerned  them  now ;  but  I  wish  Charlie  could 

Drew  sitting  there  with  the  ladies ;  be  an  M.P.  without  going  into  Par- 

"  we  can  meet  here  at  any  rate  with-  liament      It's  very  nice  being   an 

out  exchanging  haughty  salutations,  M.P.,  I  daresay;   but  how  anybody 

as  we  have  to  do  in  uie  streets  ;  only  can  like  going  to  Parliament,  I  am 

it  would  never  do  to  let  our  com-  sure  I  can't  think.     We  went  there 

mittees    know  anything    about    it  one  evening,  and  you  ought  to  have 

Mine    would    set    me  down    as    a  seen    the  place  they  put  us  into. 
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And  oh!  such  tiresome  stuff  as  "Drew^s  an  awful  close  fellow." 
they  talked  1"  "  He's  fond  of  money  is  Drew,"  re- 
Mr.  Drew  had  not  at  all  under-  plied  his  brother ;  *^  but  he  can 
stated  his  chance  of  success.  There  spend  it  too  sometimes.  Look  at 
really  was  no  effectual  opposition ;  that  right-of-way  case  of  his  which 
and  almost  before  th^  writ  came  he  lost  at  the  Yewcester  assizes, 
down  for  the  election,  a  placard  with  special  jury  and  the  Attorney- 
appeared  in  which,  while  thanking  General  got  down  special,  and  then 
his  many  friends  for  the  generous  fought  out  in  the  Queen's  Bench, 
support  they  had  accorded,  he  con-  It  must  have  cost  him  a  precious 
sidered  that  the  present  condition  lot  before  he  had  done  with  it.  But 
of  the  Conservative  interests  in  the  Drew  don't  like  throwing  money 
borough  did  not  justify  his  proceed-  away  any  more  than  most  folks,  and 
ing  to  the  poll ;  and  therefore,  while  that's  what  he  was  doing  here.  He 
hinting  darkly  that  on  the  next  wouldn't  have  polled  a  couple  of 
occasion  they  would  have  an  over-  hundred  votes.  He  didn't  pull  up 
whelming  majority  on  their  side,  he  a  bit  too  soon,  to  my  thinking." 
would  for  the  present  withdraw  Anvhow,  the  result  was,  that  on 
from  the  contest  It  was  very  fool-  Drew  s  retirement  no  one  else  was 
ish,  he  afterwards  remarked  to  me,  found  bold  enough  to  take  up  his 
to  allow  himself  to  be  persuaded  place ;  and  in  a  few  days  I  found 
into  coming  forward  at  all.  Thev  myself  returned  unopposed,  with 
need  not  try  it  again.  ^^Didnt  but  a  very  moderate  bill  to  pay, 
like  to  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,"  and  no  doubts  of  imputations  or 
said  Mr.  Rupert  Bowles,  when  dis-  petitions  in  reserve  to  qualify  the 
cussing  the    matter  in   committee ;  full  pleasure  of  success. 


CHAPTER    XIX. — PROFESSIONAL. 

There  still  remained  four  weary  ings,  and  that  to  lay  yourself  out  to 
months  to  wait  before  entering  on  be  a  working  member  involved 
my  new  functions ;  for  although  weary  and  dreary  hours  of  waiting 
Parliament  stood  prorogued  till  No-  about  I  could  picture  to  myself 
vember,  it  was  well  understood,  quite  clearly  beforehand  just  what 
there  would  be  no  meeting  till  Feb-  would  happen ;  how  I  should  pro- 
ruary.  The  young  lady  looking  for-  bably  be  very  assiduous  in  attend- 
ward  to  her  first  ball,  the  young-  ance  at  first,  and  how  my  zeal  would 
ster  awaiting  the  arrival  of  his  gradually  abate,  and  how  when  at 
first  uniform,  the  little  boy  count-  last  an  opportunity  should  come  for 
ing  the  days  remaining  to  the  holi-  an  utterance,  the  result  would  be  of 
days  in  his  first  half  at  school ;  all  such  a  commonplace  sort,  neither 
who  have  gone  through  the  like  failure  nor  success,  that  I  should  be 
experiences  can  enter  into  my  feel-  tempted  to  give  up  my  plan  in  dis- 
ings  and  state  of  foolish  expectancy,  gust  as  not  worth  all  the  sacrifice  of 
Not  that  there  was  any  illusion  time  and  trouble ;  or  how,  if  I  deter- 
about  the  matter.  I  had  seen  mined  to  go  on,  it  would  be  with  a 
enough  from  the  Speaker's  gallery  full  knowledge  of  the  dull,  plodding 
to  know  what  a  humdrum  affair  life  that  awaited  me,  and  the  awful 
Parliamentary  life  was ;  that  by  far  consumption  of  time  required  to 
the  larger  number  of  the  members  produce  even  a  moderate  success ; 
took  no  active  part  in  the  proceed-  time  that,  given  to  any  other  pur- 

VOL.  era. — NO.  DCLXXXL  p 
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suit,  might  bring  at  least  the  solid  wont  three  times  a-week  to  take  so 
advantage  of  self-satisfaction,  if  not  much  of  the  air  as  found  its  way 
the  higher  meed  of  fame.  through  the  little  windows,  above 
There  were  no  illusions  therefore  in  which  those  ladies'  noses  could  just 
my  case.  The  days  of  heaven-bom  be  seen ;  two  cows,  an  apopletic 
prime  ministers,  or  even  of  Sheridans  spaniel  accustomed  also  to  take  ex- 
and  Cannings,  were  gone  by.  Gabi-  ercise  in  the  chariot,  and  a  splen- 
net  ministers  were  nowadays  most-  did  Persian  cat.  It  must  have  cost 
ly  grey-headed  men  who  had  gone  the  sisters  a  pang  to  part  with  these 
through  a  lot  of  subordinate  drud-  treasures,  still  more  to  make  them 
gcry  ;  and  I  looked  forward  to  a  over  to  the  care  of  strangers ;  but,  on 
thoroughly  dull  prosaic  existence,  the  other  hand,  it  was  a  great  object  to 
such  as  I  felt  certain  it  would  prove  the  owners  to  find  tenants  prepared 
to  be  even  if  I  were  successful,  to  take  over  the  establishment  as  it 
Nevertheless  my  eagerness  to  begin  stood ;  and  when,  on  our  calling  to 
was  as  keen,  and  my  inner  feelings  see  the  place,  the  Persian  cat  after 
as  restless,  as  if  the  prospect  had  brief  negotiations  jumped  straight- 
been  one  of  imdiluted  social  bliss,  way  into  Eva's  lap.  Miss  Harington 
However,  restlessness  would  not  pronounced  that  the  arrangement 
make  Februarycome  a  bit  the  sooner,  was  clearly  providential,  and  Mr. 
The  time  had  to  be  got  through  Scrap  had  little  difficulty  in  com- 
somehow,  and  it  could  not  be  better  pleting  the  transfer.  We  for  our 
spent  than  in  making  secure  the  part  could  have  preferred  a  lighter 
scat  which  good  fortune  had  brought  equipage,  and  generally  a  more 
me  so  easily.  Clearly  we  should  do  che^ul  household ;  but  it  was  of 
vreW  to  spend  the  winter  at  Lcatherby  course  a  groat  advantage  to  find  one 
And  endeavour  to  make  ourselves  ready  organised,  and  available  for 
popular  for  our  own  sakes.  And  just  the  time  we  wanted  to  occupy 
another  piece  of  luck  awaited  us,  for  it.  Accordingly  there  remained 
a  suitable  house  became  *  available  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  order  the 
just  when  it  was  wanted.  Mrs.  butler  to  obtain  supplies  as  usual^ 
Scrap  called  early  one  morning  in  thus  in  effect  retaining  that  domestic 
Churdi  Street,  whither  we  had  now  t3rrant  in  command ;  and  we  entered 
moved,  to  tell  us  that  Mr.  Scrap  had  into  possession,  merely  allowing  a 
just  received  instructions  from  the  decent  interval  to  elapse  after  the 
Misses  Harington  to  let  their  place  departure  of  our  landladies  on  their 
for  the  winter,  those  elderly  ladies  tour.  Meanwhile  I  took  the  oppor- 
having  been  advised  to  visit  the  tunity  to  run  up  to  town  for  a  day 
south  of  France ;  and  accordingly  or  two  on  schedule  business,  first, 
in  a  day  or  two  we  found  oiu*selves  however,  performing  one  of  the 
tenants  of  Dingwell,  a  comfortable  functions  of  my  new  office.  The 
but  unromantic-looking  house  about  day  after  my  return  was  announced, 
a  mile  out  of  the  town,  with  a  prim  I  received  a  note  from  the  grammar 
garden,  three  or  four  acres  of  ground,  school,  in  which  honourable  and 
an  eminently  respectable  and  pie-  dear  sir  was  requested  in  conformity 
thoric  butler  of  whom  Eva  from  with  the  ancient  usage  of  this  loTfU 
the  first  was  thoroughly  afraid,  an  borough  to  obtain  a  whole  holiday 
equally  respectable  and  venerable  for  the  boys  of  this  ancient  foundii- 
housemaid,  a  ditto  cook,  a  cross  tion.  This  appeal,  which  was 
gardener,  a  stolid  coachman,  and  written  in  a  fine  round  hand  with 
two  fat  horses  drawing  a  chariot  in  splendid  flourishes  in  Mr.  Abom 
which  the  iilfiaes   Harington   were  the  writing-master's  best  style,  was 
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signed '  Thomas  Provest,  head-moni-  being  apparently  in  no  hurry  to  con- 
tor,  and  William  Dyapur,  captain  elude  the  afiair,  and  I  felt  under 
of  the  eleven ;  and  on  receiving  it  too  great  an  obligation  to  my  kind 
I  went  straightway  down  to  the  friend  to  urge  him  to  go  faster  than 
school,  and  being  met  at  the  lodge  his  wont,  while  my  discreditable 
by  the  porter,  tifiat  official  donned  anxiety  was  long  ago  allayed  about 
an  old  blue  gown,  and  conducting  any  disappearance  westward.  The 
me  across  the  green  to  the  school-  American  voyage  would  evidently 
house,  went  in  and  announced  my  be  made  only  by  his  partner,  and  in- 
arrival ;  whereupon,  following  the  deed  Herries  was  now  on  tlie  point 
order  prescribed  by  tradition,  the  of  makine  a  second  visit  to  New 
two  signitaries  to  the  note  came  York.  The  firm  it  appeared  were 
out  and  conducted  me  to  the  head-  London  agents  to  the  great  New 
master,  who  occupied  a  sort  of  pulpit  York  and  Mexico  Railway  Com- 
at  the  end  of  the  schoolroom, — ^the  pany,  which  gave  them  an  immen- 
boys  being  ranged  on  forms  on  either  sity  of  American  business.  Before 
side,  —  after  shaking  hands  with  setting  off,  however,  he  carried  out 
whom,  I  requested,  according  to  the  his  promise  of  giving  me  a  start  in 
ancient  privilege  accorded  to  a  newly  the  city,  which  my  new  position 
elected  member,  a  whole  holiday  for  greatly  assisted.  The  name  of 
the  school  This  request  the  head-  Captain  West,  M.P.,  now  appeared 
master,  who  wore  his  college  cap  on  the  direction  of  the  Metropol- 
all  the  time,  such  it  appeared  being  itan  and  Provincial  Bank,  and  the 
part  of  the  traditionary  ceremony.  Agricultural  and  Conmiercial  As- 
was  pleased  generously  to  assent  to ;  surance  Company  ;  and  I  took  my 
whereupon  the  boys,  notwithstand-  seat  while  in  town  at  the  board 
ing  that  unlike  their  parents  they  meetings  of  each,  looking  properly 
were  all  stout  Conservatives,  sinking  grave  and  maintaining  solemn 
politics  for  the  moment^  gave  three  silence  till  I  should  get  into  the 
cheers  for  the  new  member.  I  was  swing  of  the  business.  Both  were 
then  introduced  to  the  under-master ;  deemed  to  be  first-class  afiairs  in 
themathematical  master  (late  scholar  which  I  was  now  a  considerable 
of  Mar  J  Anne  Hall,  Cambridge,  and  shareholder,  and  the  chairman  of 
graduate  in  mathematical  honours ;  the  Metropolitan  and  Provincial 
so  ran  the  prospectus,  I  afterwards  was  a  great  financial  authority,  and  a 
heard  that  he  was  twenty -ninth  bank  director  as  well  as  a  county 
junior  optime) ;  the  French  master ;  member.  Our  proceedings  at  the 
and  Eva's  little  friend  Mr.  Abom  board  of  the  Company  appeared  to 
the  writing-master ;  and  the  cere-  consist  mainly  in  sitting  round  a  long 
mony  concluded  by  my  tipping  the  table  while  the  applicants  for  policies 
sigmtaries  to  the  letter  a  guinea  presented  themselves  in  turn  before 
each,  and  subscribing  five  pounds  us.  Each  applicant  took  a  seat  by  the 
to  the  school  athletic  sports.  Five  chairman  for  a  couple  of  minutes, 
would  go  seven  hundred  times  into  who  put  a  few  jocular  questions  to 
three  thousand  five  hundred,  as  I  him,  after  which  the  insurer  made  his 
told  Eva  afterwards,  a  number  which  bow  and  retired,  and  the  proposal 
in  those  days  seemed  practically  in-  papers  with  our  medical  officer's 
finite.  opinion  were  passed  around  for  opin# 
During  my  visit  to  town  Eva  ion.  This  system  of  requiring 
remained  with  her  aunt  I  found  personal  interviews,  I  found,  was 
that  the  schedule  was  still  in  course  considered  the  strong  point  of  the 
of  preparation,  the  court  of  probate  Agricultural  and  Commercial ;   for 
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whereas  in  other  companies  a  man  you,  my  boy.  Here^s  Julian  Straight 
could  take  out  a  policy  after  being  somewhere  in  the  house,  and  Murphy 
seen  merely  by  the  secretary  and  and  little  Gatlay ;  we  are  all  going 
medical  officer,  no  one  could  insure  to  dine  together ;  come  and  join  us ; 
with  us  without  first  appearing  be-  and  we  will  have  some  champagne 
fore  the  whole  board.  This,  as  cooled  and  drink  your  health.^' 
our  prospectus  pointed  out,  afforded  *^  By  Jove,  West,  what  a  lucky 
a  peculiar  guarantee  to  the  share-  fellow  you  are  !^*  said  Straight  as  we 
holders  for  the  soundness  of  the  settled  down  to  dinner ;  **  an  uncle 
business  done ;  and  clearly  a  ms^-  died  and  left  you  a  hatful  of  money, 
chinery  of  this  sort  was  admira-  isn't  it?  Dash  it,  I  wish  one  of 
bly  adapted  for  detecting  bad  lives  my  uncles  would  die  and  leave  me 
which  might  impose  on  our  doctor,  something.  But  no  such  luck.'' 
The  board  of  the  Metropolitan  and  "  Well,  West,''  said  Cobbe  Smith, 
Provincial  was  a  smaller  af&ir,  con-  *^you  must  stick  up  for  the  old 
sisting  of  six  members  with  the  regiment  in  Parliament;  we  shall 
managing  director  and  chairman,  look  to  eet  a  lot  out  of  you,  mind ; 
The  secretary  produced  a  bundle  of  you  ought  to  be  good  for  another 
flimsy  papers  and  a  list  of  discounts  brigade  at  least.  Not  that  I  want  pro- 
made  during  the  week,  whereon  the  motion  myself,  for  I  wouldn't  lose 
managing  director,  running  his  fin-  my  troop  for  anything.  Rather  be  as 
gers  through  them  jauntily,  like  a  I  am,  than  a  field-officer,  any  day." 
conjuror  playing  with  a  pack  of  *^You  may  say  that,  indeed," 
cards,  said,  "  all  quite  first-class  said  Straight  "  Look  at  me.  Here 
paper  you  see,  gentlemen,"  and  we  have  I  been,  subaltern  and  captain, 
all  replied  **  quite  so,"  except  one  seventeen  years  in  the  horse  artil- 
man  of  independent  mind  who  said  lery,  and  am  now  shunted  off  on 
*^ evidently;  and  then  there  was  a  promotion  to  a  garrison  brigade, 
ticking  off  of  vouchers,  and  reading  And  a  nice  brigade  it  is,  too,  one 
the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  and  battery  at  Mahrattapoor,  one  at 
we  broke  up.  For  these  ex^tions  Seringapatam,  and  two  at  Ormuz, 
the  Agricultural  paid  us  each  a  fee  and  they  won't  muster  together,  all 
of  two  guineas,  and  the  bank  two  told,  the  strength  of  my  old  horse 
and  a  half.  **  Looks  well,  to  be  battery.  That  was  something  like 
on  first-class  directions  of  this  a  command.  But  it's  just  like  my 
kind,"    said  Herries  that   evening,  luck." 

as  he  took  his  farewell  dinner  in        **  And  which  of  all  these  stations 

Sackville  Street  preparatory  to  start-  are  you  posted  to  ?" 
ing  for  Liverpool,  **and  pays  your        "  I  am  down  for  Mahrattapoor ;  but 

travelling    expenses   into    the    bar-  as  they  have  a  colonel  and  lieuten- 

gain,"  as  indeed  it  did,  for  a  first-  ant-colonel    there    already    I    shall 

class  return  ticket  to  Leatherby  was  hardly  be  wanted.      Two  field-offi- 

only  thirty-seven  and  sixpence.  cers  are  about  enough  to  look  after 

It  was  pleasant  also  to  walk  into  one  garrison  battery.      There  is  a 

the  Union  Jack,  of  which  popular  lieutenant-colonel    at    Seringapatam 

establishment    I    had    lately    been  also,  and  the  other  colonel  has  to  be 

elected  a  member,  and  receive  the  provided  for;  he  is  on  leave  just  now. 

^congratulations   of  friends  and  ac-  I  suppose  I  shall   have    to  go  to 

quaintances.     ** Holloa!  old  West,"  Ormuz,  and  play  second  fiddle  to 

cried  Cobbe  Smith  of  my  regiment,  that  duffer  Jones.     However,  there 

^*-  so  you've  been  and  gone  and  got  won't  be  much  to  do.      Jones  won't 

into    Parliament!     I    congratulate  want  me  to  help  him  in  meddling 
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with  the  captain  of  the  one  battery  dred  and  fifty  batteries  all  working 
there.  I  shall  be  able  to  get  six  separately,  and  nothing  between 
months*  leave  every  year,  thaf  s  them  and  the  Horse— well,  be- 
something."  tween  them  and  Colonel  Murphy  f^ 

"  Well,  Murphy,"  said  Oobbe  "  No,  not  quite  that  You  would 
Smith,  *^  what  are  they  going  to  do  have  field-officers  commanding  sta- 
with  the  regiment,  and  when  are  they  lions,  of  course,  and  district-adju- 
goine  to  do  it  ?  When  is  this  long-  tftits,  and  so  forth,  but  the  regimen- 
Incubated  scheme  of  reorganisation  tal  records  would  be  kept  at  head- 
coming  off?  Give  us  your  confi-  quarters,  and  there  would  be  one 
dence,  like  a  trustworthy  War  Office  general  roster  by  batteries  through 
official  as  you  are.  We  are  badly  the  regiment  for  foreign  service." 
in  want  of  a  shave  or  two  down  at  "Certainly  your  scheme  would 
Aldershot"  be  a  triumph  of  decentralisation.     I 

"  It  is  very  easy  to  talk  in  that  conclude  that,  of  course,  you  would 

glib  way,  my  good  sir ;  but  matters  number  the  batteries   in    one    list 

of  this  sort  are  not  so  easily  settled,  right  down  through  the  regiment  ? 

This   is  a    large   question,  this  re-  Number  250  R.  A.  would  look  neat 

organisation.      However,    there^s  a  on  a  man^s  shoulder-strap ;  it  would 

committee  sitting  on  )t  now,   and  be  so  easy  to  remember,  too." 

our  report,  T  expect,  will  go  in  very  "  No,  there    would    not   be  one 

soon."  general  number,  because  the  horse 

"  That  makes  the  twentieth  com-  batteries  would  be  numbered  separ- 

mittee    at    the  very    least,   to  my  ately  from  the  rest" 

knowledge,"     said    Cobbe    Smith,  "The  best  plan   to  my  mind," 

*'  and  there   will  be   twenty  more  said    Gatlay,    "  would  be  to  have 

yet^  ril  be  bound ;  and  at  the  end  three  or   four  great  artillery   divi- 

of  it  we  shall  all    be  very  much  sions,  say  one  at  Woolwich,  another 

where  we  are  now,  I  expect     We  at  Plymouth,  and  so  on,  with  per- 

bave  got  a  few  efficient  batteries,  manent  headquarters  for  each." 

and  that  is  about  the  whole  of  it."  "  What    would     you     gain    by 

"It  is  very  easy  to  talk,  young  that?" 

man,  but  it's  a  different  thing  when  "  Why,    for  one  thing  it  would 

you  come  to  deal   with   the  thing  be    a    less    centralised   plan    than 

practically.      You    will    find,    how-  having   only   one  headquarters  for 

ever,  that  this   last   committee  has  the  whole  regiment     It  seems   to 

dealt  with  the  subject  exhaustively,  answer  very  well  for  the  marines." 

Not  that  I  agree  vrith   them    alto-  "  Do  you  mean  that  these  divi- 

gether.     Indeed,  I  have  put  a  paper  sions  should  be  made  up  of  separate 

of  my  own  before  the  Secretary  of  branches,  one  of   garrison,   one  of 

State,  which  he  has  had  under  con-  field  artillery,  and  one  of  nome  ar- 

sideration  since  last  May,  and  which  tillery  ?  or  i^  each  division  to  have 

I   hope  he  may  take   up.     I  have  its  share  of  the  three  branches  ?" 

looked  at  the  thing  from  every  point  "  Each    division   would   be   com- 

of  view,  and  the  conclusion  I  come  plete    in   the    three    kinds.      The 

to  is,  that  you  must  make  the  bat-  change  would  be  simply  in  having 

tery  your  administrative  unit."  four  artillery  regiments  instead   of 

"  And  do  away  with  the  brigade  one.     This  would  surely  be  a  more 

system  altogether  ?"  compact  and  handy  organisation  than 

"  Certainly ;  what  good  are  these  the  present  one." 

brigades?"  "For    my    part,"  said    Straight, 

"  Then  you  would  have  two  hun-  "  I  think   if  you  go  in  for  changes 
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of  this  sort,  you  ought  to  make  the  "  I  should  rather  think  not,"  said 

horse  artillery  a  distinct  senrice  from  Straight,  drawing  himself  up,  and 

the  rest     At  present  you  may  get  pulling    his    mustache,    **nor    yet 

fellows  posted  to  it  as  field-officers  a  twentieth,   and   don't  want  to.'* 

who  have  scarcely  done  a  day's  duty  Straight  was  by   way  of   being  a 

with  it  before.     Men  with  no  style,  swell  both  regimental  and  otherwise, 

who    have    forgotten    how   to  ride  and    perhaps    would    hardly   have 

perhaps.     Plays  the  very  deuce  with  cared  to  dine  at  the  Union  Jack 

the  horse  artillery,  that  sort  of  thing  with  a  second  captain  if  he  had  not 

does."  been  also  an  M.P.     As  for  Colonel 

^^At  any  rate  that  practice  gives  Miu^hy,  he  could  be  quite  affable 

the  garrison  brigades  the  inestimable  with  his  brother  officers  when  on 

benefit  of  the  occasional  presence  of  business,  or  if  there  was  no  better 

a  horse  artillery  officer,  as  in  your  company  available,  and  this  being 

case,  Straight"  October  the  Club  was  empty ;    at 

"And  I  hope  the  horse  artillery  other  times  a  regimental  party  of 

will  have  the  same  benefit  too,  soon,  this  sort  would  hardly  have  been  in 

by  getting  me  back  again."  his  line,  for  it  was  quite  understood 

"  But   why   should  there  be  an  by  the  regiment  that  he  moved  in  a 

artillery   regiment    at   all  ?"    asked  superior  ciAle,  as  became  a  distin- 

Cobbe  Smith.  guished    official    and    man    about 

"What I    an  army  without  artil-  town, 

lery?"  "Well,   then,"  continued  Cobbe 

"  I  don't  mean  that  exactly.     But  Smith,   "  I  fail  to  perceive  the  force 

why  should  all  the  artillery  be  in  of  your  objection,  Straight ;   and  it 

one  regiment  any  more  than  all  the  seems    to  me    that    common-sense 

cavalry  or  all  the  infantry  ?"  points  to  the  need  for  dealing  with 

"  Break  up  the  old  regiment  ?"  our  regiment  as  you  would  with  any 
cried  Straight.  "  Oh,  confound  it,  other  branch  of  the  service.  Why 
man,  you  couldn't  do  that!  Oh,  should  you  not  have  fifteen  or  twenty 
dash  it,  no  I  you  must  keep  the  old  artillery  regiments  of  a  handy,  man- 
regiment  together.  Whatever  you  ageable  size,  just  as  you  have  regi- 
do,  you  must  do  that."  ments  of  cavalry  and  infantry  ?" 

"  Where's  the  necessity  ?"  "Ah  I   but  the  case  is  very  dif- 

"  Why  you  would  break  down  ferent,"  observed  Murphy ;  "  you 
all  our  esprit  de  corps  altogether  if  don't  want  to  have  entire  regiments 
you  were  to  split  us  up  ihto  different  of  artillery  stationed  at  different 
regiments.  Oh,  confound  it,  mati,  places.  You  must  have  your  bat- 
it  would  never  do  to  break  up  the  teries  scattered  about  A  regi- 
old  regiment  I"  mental  system  such  as  you  propose 

"  Well,  but  this  old  regiment,  as  would  never  work." 

you  call  it,  has  after  all  been  joined  "  But  are  not  the  other  branches 

together  for  only  about  ten  years,  of  the  service  scattered  about  too  ? 

And  as  to  the  etprit  de  eorpSy  does  How  many  regiments  of  cavalry  are 

it  depend  on  our  being  all  promoted  there  serving  at  home  which  are  not 

on  one  seniority  list?    And  where  distributed  by  detachments?     Yet 

arc  the  signs  of  that  close  bond  of  we  don't  find  that  the  regimental 

brotherhood     among    your    sixteen  system  fails  to  work  with  thftm." 

hundred  brother  officers  that  you  "  Yes ;  but  then  the  artillery  is  a 

«  speak  of  ?  Do  you  yourself,  Straight,  di£ferent  service  altogether.   Besides, 

know  even  a  tenth  of   them  per-  vou  would  have  all  sorts  of  irregu- 

sonally  ?"  larities  and  differences  creeping  into 
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the  drill  and   system.      You  must  fell ;  and  I  should  have  heen  sure  of 

have  uniformity  in  the  artillery.''  my    lieutenant-colonelcy    and   C.  B. 

*^And  that  you  think  would  he  for  India,  and  should  have  heen  a 

secured  hy  organising  the  regiment  hrevet  colonel  years  ago,  and   very 

as  a  congeries  of  independent  hat-  likely    a    hrigadier-general    at    this 

teries  ?  "  moment ;  and  here  I  am  a  hare  regi- 

^*Not    hy    the    independent  hat-  mental    lieutenant-colonel,  and    not 

teries,  hut  hy  having  one  centre  of  even  a  hattery  to  command.      There 

administration  and  one  headquarters,  never  was  such  luck.'' 
If  you  had  separate  regiments  they        "  I'll  tell  you  what.  West,"  said 

would  he  wanting  to  have  different  Murphy  in  an  undertone,  *^  now  that 

equipments,  and  then  differences  in  you  have  got  into  Parliament  you  may 

drill  and  system  would  he  sure  to  possibly  have  something  to  say  to  the 

arise.       No,  depend  on  it,   if  you  settlement  of  these  matters.     I  d^rc- 

are  to  maintain  uniformity  in  your  say  they  will  put  you  on   to  any 

artillery,  you  must  keep  it  as  one  select  committee  that  may  he  ap- 

regiment."  pointed    about    the    regiment.       I 

*^  Yet  we  don't  find  the  infantry  should  like  you  to  read  my  memo- 

and  cavalry   breaking  out  in  differ-  randum  on  the  subject.     I  will  send 

ent  patterns  of  rifles  aod  sabres,  be-  it  you  to-morrow,  and  I  should  he 

cause  they  are  divided  off.     If  you  glad  to   talk  the  matter  over  with 

serve  out  only  one  kind  of  gun  and  you  any  time  that  you  care  to  look 

one  kind  of    shell   to  the  artillery  m  at  the  oflBce." 
they  will  have  to  use  it ;  and  as  for        Murphy,  it  appeared  to   me,  be- 

uniformity    of    system,    you    may  haved  during  this  little  party  like  a 

secure  that  by  proper  inspections,  man  of  the  world  who  was  prepared 

^^But  if  you  had  separate  regi-  to    recognise    the  altered   relations 

ments,"    broke    in    Straight,    ^^you  produced  by  a  seat  in  the  House  of 

might  have  a  man  promoted  before  Commons,   however    much   such   a 

you  who  came  out  of  Woolwich  be-  distinction    might    jar    against    his 

low  you.     That  would  never  do."  sense  of  the  innate  fitness  of  things. 

*'*'  Why  shouldn't  it  ?  In  the  other  Straight,  on  the  other  hand,  seemed . 
branches  of  the  service  men  don't  to  regard  my  good  fortune  as  a  sort 
continue  through  life  to  stand  in  the  of  personal  grievance,  second  only 
order  of  their  first  commissions,  to  his  transfer  to  the  foot  artillery. 
And  it  is  considered  quite  lawful  or  any  scheme  for  the  disruption  of 
for  the  artillery  to  supersede  the  the  old  regiment  But  at  this  point 
engineers  who  heat  them  at  the  of  the  conversaton,  the  former  des- 
Academy.  After  all,  the  chances  of  cried  Lord  Rewrasse  of  the  house- 
good  luck  would  be  the  same  for  hold  cavalry  coming  into  the  coffee- 
everybody.  You  might  he  one  of  room,  and  rose  at  once  to  engage 
the  lucky  ones  yourself.  Straight"  that  popular  young  ofBcer   in  con- 

*^  Oh,  don' t  talk  to  me  about  luck,  versation.  As  Straight  did  not 
my  dear  fellow.  Just  fancy,  if  I  know  Lord  Kewrasse,  and  did  not 
had  been  a  captain  in  the  Crimea,  apparently  relish  Murphy's  deser- 
instead  of  being  just  at  the  top  of  tion,  he  pleaded  an  engagement  and 
the  lieutenants,  I  should  have  got  moved  off  too,  and  Cobhe  Smith 
my  brevet  majority  to  a  certainty,  and  myself  adjourned  to  the  smok- 
er I  landed  a  week  before  the  place  ing-room. 
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CHAPTER    XX. — A    MODEL    M.P. 

Returning  to  Leatherbj,  Eva  and  the  mouths   of  my  opponents,  and 

]    moved    into  our    new  residence,  then  exposing    them   in   terse  and 

and   I   went  to  work  to  drown  in  forcible  speeches;  but  when  riding 

occupation  the  impatient  longing  I  home  from  hunting  I  never  could 

felt  for  the  consummation  of    my  do  anything  but  look  forward  to  the 

new    position.         The    intervening  milestones  when  it  was  light  enough 

three  months  and  a  fraction  would  to  see  them,  or  else  peer  out  into 

clearly  be  best  spent  by  fulfilling  the  gloom  for  any  visible  marks  to 

in  a  proper  manner  the  new  rdle  indicate    my   progress    homewards, 

of  borough    member,   and  this  ao-  Nor  were  the  dinner-parties  much 

cordingly  I   set  about  doing  vigor-  better ;  the  Miss  Haringtons*  horses 

ously.     The  first  thing  was  to  sub-  being  good  for  about  seven  miles  an 

scribe    liberally    to   the   Leatherby  hour,   and    the    visiting    distances 

Hunt,  and  to  join  in  that  pastime ;  enormous,  a  considerable  part  of  our 

and  I  got  down  a  couple  of  lively  winter  nights  seemed  to  be  spent  in 

nags  on  job  from  town,  also  a  ponv  plodding   over   the   Yewcestershire 

and'  little  carriage  for  Eva,  which  lanes  in   the  yellow  chariot,  which 

made  her  independent  on  fine  days  had  not  done  so  much  service  for 

of  the  chariot,  so  that  this  ancient  years. 

vehicle  could  be  reserved  mainly  Then  there  was  the  town  business, 
for  taking  us  out  to  dinner-parties,  I  had  been  nominated  joint-patron 
or  for  conveying  her  aunts  to  and  with  Mr.  Sheepshanks  of  the  Leather- 
fro  when  they  came  out  to  see  us.  by  Literary  and  Scientific  Institu- 
As  for  the  hunting,  it  was  passable  tion,  and  took  the  chair  on  various 
enough,  but  I  confess  I  did  not  occasions — it  was  understood  that 
take  to  it  very  kindly.  The  meet  my  colleague  was  to  be  deemed 
was  well  enough,  especially^  as  Eva  exempt  from  all  petty  work  of  this 
would  sometimes  drive  me  these,  or  kind — notably  when  Mr.  R.  Podger 
sometimes  ride  to  see  the  hounds  Bowles  gave  his  elegant  lecture  on 
throw  ofi*,  and  the  run  was  splendid  Rome,  entitled  *^  Recreations  of  an 
fun  when  we  had  one,  although  the  Overworked  Official,*'  a  lecture  de- 
Yewcestershire  country  was  not  livered  by  the  young  Treasury 
good  ;  but  the  concomitants,  to  my  swell  with  great  self-possession  to  a 
thinking,  outweighed  the  pleasure,  crowded  and  attentive  audience,  the 
To  find  yourselves  at  the  end  of  a  great  hall  of  the  Institution  which 
December  day  eighteen  or  twenty  holds  nearly  a  hundred  people  be- 
miles  from  home,  on  a  tired  horse,  ing  full  to  overflowing,  and  all  the 
was  about  as  dreary  a  prospect  as  young  ladies  of  Leatherby  in  the 
could  be  conceived.  Some  people  front  rows  in  their  best  bonnets; 
can  think  on  horseback,  and  so  pass  and  again  when  young  Harry  Per- 
the  time  agreeably;  I  never  could,  kins  read  his  Essay  on  the  Genius 
I  can  think  with  a  pen  in  my  hand,  of  Modem  Poesy.  Mrs.  Scrap,  next 
or  in  a  railway  train,  the  motion  of  to  whom  I  had  the  honour  of  sitting 
which,  I  think,  produces  a  sort  of  on  this  last  occasion,  remarked  that 
exaltation  of  the  brain.  Many  a  it  was  really  quite  gratifying  to  see 
fine  debate  have  I  carried  on  when  how  well  Mrs.  Perkins,  who  was  a 
going  down  in  the  Leatherby  ex-  most  respectable  person,  had  brought 
press,  putting,  of  course,  sophistical  up  her  son,  and  that  the  spread  of 
argument  of  the  feeblest  kind  into  education  among  all  classes  of  people 
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was  a  remarkable  sign  of  the  age.  Drew  almost  every  evening  that  we 
We  supped  afterwards  at  the  Fer-  were  at  home,  and  sometimes  Miss 
gussons\  and  the  only  unkindly  Barton  herself  and  even  Miss  Hon- 
thing  I  ever  noticed  in  that  family  oria  would  be  prevailed  upon  to 
was  that  scarcely  any  allusion  was  join  the  party,  on  all  which  occa- 
made  to  the  lecture,  although  Harry  sions  the  chariot  would  be  put  in 
Perkins  was  evidently  longing  to  requisition  to  convey  the  fair  freight 
hear  something  said  about  it;  so  to  and  fro.  Sunday  we  always 
that  I  was  glad  to  feel  in  a  position  spent  in  Church  Street,  partaking 
as  late  chairman  and  present  mem-  of  Miss  Bartends  early  dinner  after 
ber  to  rise  at  the  table  and  propose  the  morning  service, 
the  health  of  our  able  essayist,  lead-  At  last,  when  wo  had  completed 
ing  off  three  cheers  with  effusion,  the  round  of  entertainments  provid- 
which  ceremony  made  the  poor  ed  in  our  honour,  and  Christmas  was 
lad  quite  happy  for  the  rest  of  coming  on,  when  Mr.  Paterson  and 
the  evening,  and  I  doubt  not  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herries  had  promised 
converted  him  into  a  fast  friend,  to  pay  us  a  visit,  I  suggested  to 
Politically  Harry  Perkins  was  my  Eva  that  as  our  stay  would  be 
supporter  already,  although  not  yet  short,  it  behoved  us  to  lose  no  time 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  franchise,  in  returning  these  hospitalities,  and 
**The  governor,  you  know.  Cap-  in  fact  giving  a  series  of  dinner- 
tain  West,"  he  had  taken  occasion  parties  ourselves.  "It  will  give  us 
to  say  one  day  during  the  canvass,  an  opportunity  for  spending  a  little 
'*  is  an  out-and-outer  of  the  old  money  in  the  town,  which  we  have 
school,  and  of  course  the  ladies  hardly  done  sufficiently  yet.  It 
take  on  in  the  same  line — women  struck  me  Mr.  Hambrowe  looked 
never  have  any  opinions  of  their  at  me  in  the  street  rather  sulkily 
own,  and  it  isn't  any  use  talking  yesterday,  as  if  he  thought  the 
politics  in  that  house,  so  I  keep  my  consumption  of  champagne  in  this 
opinions  to  myself,  but  Tm  quite  of  house  was  quite  unbefitting  a 
your  way  of  thinking,  sir.  You  sec,  borough  member.  T  will  sit  down 
Captain,  I  don't  take  things  for  and  order  some  of  his  highest  brand 
granted;  anatomy  and  materia  me-  straightway,  and  some  port  and 
dica  and  that  sort  of  thing  makes  a  claret  from  Tawney's ;  and  do  you, 
man  go  to  the  bottom  of  things.  I  my  pretty  one,  make  out  a  list  of 
am  Liberal  to  the  backbone,  sir."  invitations." 

Thus    passed    the    winter    days  **How    will    this    do,    Charlie?" 

at   Leatherby,    Sybil    spending    by  said  Eva,  half  an   hour  later.     "I 

agreement     every    alternate    week  have  put  down   sixteen;    that  will 

with'  us,    and     going    during    her  be  enough,  I  suppose,  for  the  fii*st 

visits    three    times    a-week    to    her  time." 

aunts  for  her  French   lessons  with  "  Let  us  see.     The  Rupert  Bowles, 

Miss  Jones.     Those  with  little  Mr.  Mr.  R.  Podger  Bowles*  the  William 

Aborn     the     writing-master     were  Bowles ;  isn't  that  making  a  family 

suspended     for    the    time,    and    I  business  of  it?   better  get  the  Wil- 

fear  Sybil's  mathematical  education  liam  Bowles  to  come  another  time, 

thereby    stopped    short    somewhere  The  Fergussons — that  won't  do,  dear, 

about  bompound  addition.     During  Rupert  Bowles  is  about  the    only 

the    alternate    week,   when    it  was  man  in  the    place  on   our  list  who 

Sybil's  turn  to  sta}*  with  her  aunts,  took  Fergusson's  opposition   to  my 

Eva    generally    managed   to    secure  canvass  seriously.     Better  not  bring 

her    company    and    that    of    Mary  them  together." 
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"Oh  dear  me,  I  forgot  all  about  "Well  then,  ask  your  aunt  to 
that;  but  it  does  seem  such  non-  come  up  and  help  you  to  make  out 
sense  to   bring  politics  into  dinner-    a  bill  of  fare/* 

parties.  Besides  I  am  sure  Mr.  "  Oh,  my  dear  Charlie  I  Aunt 
Fergusson  does  not  think  about  Emily  has  no  more  notion  about  it 
such  things."  than  I  haye.     She  would   be   sure 

**Very  likely  not,  my  love,  but  to  suggest  minced  veal.  We  used 
Rupert  Bowles  does.  Better  ask  the  always  to  have  minced  veal  for  din- 
Fergussons  for  another  day,  you  will  ner  whenever  Mr.  Drew  took  his 
have  plenty  of  opportunities.  Well,  luncheon  with  us.  We  can't  have 
let  us  see  who  else  are  down,  minced  veal  for  sixteen  people,  you 
The    Bamfyldes,     three ;      the    St.    know." 

Legers — good,  they  will  be  flatter-  "  Well,  not  exactly  ;  but  suppose 
ed  at  meeting  county  people ;  Miss  we  take  Johnson  and  the  cook  into 
Barbour;  why,  you  have  loft  out  council.  The  Miss  Uaringtons  used 
Mr.  Sheepshanks  1  he  may  very  pos-  to  give  very  fair  dinners,  I  believe, 
sibly  come  just  this  once  to  dine  — very  likely  their  servants  will 
with  his  fellow -member,  at  any  rate  understand  all  about  it  without 
we  ought  to  ask  him.     Then  you    any  help." 

must  not  forget  that  Mr.  Paterson       The  butler  and  cook  proved  quite 

and  his  ward  will  be  here;  and  of  equal  to  the   occasion,  and  both   in 

course  Sybil  will  be  here  that  even-   their    quiet   way   seemed   to   relish 

ing,  and  then    there  are  ourselves,    the  excitement  of   professional  em- 

And   why,  goodness  me,  you   have   ployment,     so    the    difficulty    was 

left    out    the    Scraps  I       That    will   overcome ;   and  as  Eva  declared  she 

never  do."  could    not    write    her    invitations, 

"Must  we  ask  Mrs.  Scrap,  Char-   because  my  presence    flurried  her, 

lie  ?"  said  Eva  hesitatingly.  I  went    to  my  room   to  write   my 

**Ifwe  don^t  want  to  convert  her    own    letters.      Returning     to    the 

into  an  enemy  for  life,  we  must"  morning    room — half-an-hour    afler- 

"  It  will  quite  spoil  the  evening    wards,  my  little  wife  was  still  hard 

if  she    comes.     I    never  feel  quite    at  work  on  her  notes. 

comfortable    when    she    is    in    the        "  Not  done  yet,  Eva  ?   and  what 

room.     She's  so "  is   that    little    book   you    have   got 

"  You  mean  that  she  is  a  little  there  ?"  for  with  some  confusion 
disposed  to  be  patronising,  and  more  she  had  closed  a  little  volume  that 
than  disposed  to  be  vulgar.  You  was  on  the  table,  and  had  covered 
can't  help  the  vulgarity,  and  the  it  with  a  piece  of  blotting-paper, 
patronising  will  adjust  itself  by-and-  "  Nothing  that  you  need  see, 
by ;  but  Scrap  was  my  most  ener-  sir,"  said  she,  blushing  and  trying 
getic  supporter,  and  Mrs.  Scrap  did  to  convey  it  to  her  pocket.  "  Now, 
her  best,  too."  Charlie,  don't  be  so  rude;    let   me 

"But  you  must  please  tell  me  alone;  for  shame,  you  rude  boy," 
what  to  order  for  dinner,  Charlie;  cried  Eva,  as,  after  a  delightful 
I  haven't  a  notion  what  is  proper."       little  struggle,  I  remained  captor  ol 

"  Better  just  have    what    every-    the  book, 
body    else    has.      Side    dishes  and        I    had    noticed    this    little    book 
sweets,  and  so  forth."  several  times  before  as  being  con- 

"  Yes,  but  I  don't  know  the  stantly  in  her  possession,  and  fan- 
names  of  a  single  one.  I  never  cied  it  was  one  of  those  little 
shall  understand  anything  about  devotional  manuals  which  young 
cookery."  ladies  are  sometimes  wont  to  carry 
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out  with   them.     It  turned  out  to  about  that  time.     We  were  leading 

be  a    pocket  edition    of    Johnson's  a  h'fe  of  bustle,  and  you  were  not 

Dictionary.  strong,  and   there  was  plenty  to  be 

'*  Well,"  said  Eva,  with  a  pretty  done  besides  reading.    But  we  have 

blush  of    confusion,    as    I    smiled,  now  been  settled  down  here  nearly 

looking    perhaps  a    little  sarcastic,  three  months,   and    I    reaUy  don't 

**how  can  I  help  it?    You  scolded  think  you  have  opened  a  book  all 

me  the  other  day  because  I   spelt  that  time,  or  even  so  much  as  looked 

apology  with  two    p's.      If    I    am  at  the  newspaper." 

never  to  make  these  mistakes  1  must  '*  Oh,   Charlie  I    you    know  it    is 

hunt  up  my  words  sometimes.     You  no    good  wanting  me  to    take    an 

are  not  angry,  are  you,  Charlie  f  she  interest  about  politics ;  I  never  could 

added,  after  a  pause.  understand    anything    about  them, 

"Angry  I  you   little  thing ;  what  and  never  shall     And  as  for  books, 

should    make    you    think    I    was  I  am   sure  the  whole  day  goes,  in 

angry  ?"  something  or  other.     The  time  seems 

**  Because  you  looked  so  awfully  to  fly." 

severe.     You    know  I  always  was  "  I  am    glad    you   don't  find    it 

stupid,  you  know,  and  so  I  always  dull,  my  pretty  one,  for  sometimes  I 

shaU  be."  think ^" 

"  My  darling,  pray  don't  talk  like  "  Charlie !   as  if  anything   could 

that !     To  hear  you  say  such  things  be  dull  with  you.    But  sometimes  I 

is  almost  as  bad  as  if  I  said  them  think  too            " 

myself.     Spelling  after  all,  my  child,  "  Well,  T^hat  is  it  my  little  woman 

is  said  to  be  very  much  matter  of  thinks  ?  Come,  Eva,  unburden  your- 

opinion,  and  the  slips  even  people  self.     I  see  from  all  this  hesitation 

who  call  themselves  well  educated  that  something  weighs  on  that  little 

make,   not  to  mention  Lord    High  brain." 

Commissioners  and  swells  of  tlit  "Well,    Charlie — ^you    won't    be 

sort,  are  surprising.     But,  my  dear  angry  with    roe,   wiU    you? — don't 

Eva^  you  can't  always  be  sure  of  you  think,"  said  Eva,  nestling  her 

having  Johnson  in  your  pocket,  and  head  on  my  shoulder,    "  don't  you 

the  way  to  spell  is  to  read.     If  you  think  it  would  have  been  better  if 

don't  accustom  yourself  to  the  look  you  had  found  out  what  a  stupid 

of  words,  you  wiU  never  be  able  to  little  thing  I  was  before  you  married 

spelL     I  have  been  wanting  to  say  me?" 

something  about  this  for  some  time,  "  Oh,  Eva,  Eva  I  how  /»nyou  talk 

Eva  dear.     You  see,   if  you  don't  in  that  shocking  way?    What  can 

ever  put  anything  into  that  pretbr  have  put  such  horrid  notions  into 

little  head,  you  can't  expect  much  your  head?    What  have  I  said  to 

to  come  out  of  it"  make  you  in  such  a  taking?"    For 

"  But,  my  dear  Charlie,  when  has  the  large  tears  were  beginning  to  drop 

there  been  time  for  reading  ?    Just  on  my  coat,  although  she  was  trying 

look  at  the  life  we  have  been  lead-  to  conceal  them, 

ing !      First  in  London,   and    then  "  It  isn't  what  you  say,  Charlie," 

down  here,  and  then  in  Germany,  she  replied  between  her  bursts  of 

and  then  this  election,  and  all  the  sobbing,    "but  you  look  so  vexed 

time  I  have  been  so  tired  I  could  very  often  when  I  say  something 

often  scarcely  stand,  much  less  read,  silly — I  know  I  am  a  little  goose, 

I  think  you  are  rather  hard  upon  but  I  can't  help  it    We  can't  be 

me,  Charlie."  diflferent  from  what  we  are,  can  we  ? 

"My  dear,   I    don't  say  a  word  No,     Charlie;    you     should     have 
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thought  of  this  before  you  married  you  as  you  are,  because  that  would 

me.'*  be  putting  the  matter  on   quite  a 

*^  Good  heavens  I   Eva,  what  can  I  wrong  footing,  and  making  matters 

have  been    looking    like  that    you  worse.     But  what  shall  1  say  to  put 

should  be    conjuring    up  all  these  you  at  ease?    When  I  feel  that  it 

horrid  doubts?     Will  you  believe  is  I  who  ought  to  apologise,  when 

me,  dear,  that  all  these  fancies  are  I  wonder  how  a  sweet  young  crea- 

whoUy  out  of  your  own  imagination  ?  ture  like  you,  who  might  have  had 

And    whatever  we    do,"   I    added,  all  the  world  at  your  feet,  came  to 

when  she    became  a    little  calmer,  choose  such  an  ugly  old  feUow  as 

*^  donH  let  us  get  into  the  way  of  me  for  a  husband." 

talking  about  what  we  might  have  *^Now,  Charlie,  you  are  laughing 

done.     That  is  not  a  healthy  kind  at  me." 

of  retrospect  for  man  and  wife  to  ^*  There  it  is  again  I     What  can 

indulge  in,  depend  on  it     But  this  I  have  done  to  drive  you  into  this 

comes  on  me  like  a  revelation,  Eva.  state  of  self-abasement,  Eva  ?    What 

Here  was  I  fancying    that    I   was  can  I  do  to  make  you  see  things  in 

making  you  happy ;  and  you  aU  the  their  true  light,  to  make  you  feel 

time    building    up    this    fabric    of  that  you  have  no  right  to  put  me 

imaginary  troubles.     It  is    all    my  up  on  a  pedestal  above  you  in  this 

fault,  I  have  no  doubt ;   I  suppose  way  ?    Any  one  who  knows  us — Mr. 

I  must  have  been  behaving  like  a  Paterson,  or  the  Fergussons,'or  any 

brute,  for  you  to  be  so  put  out,  but  one  else — would  say  at  once,  if  they 

I  did  not  mean  to  be."  spoke  candidly,  that  it  is  I  who  am 

^^  No,  no,  Charlie,  don't  say  that ;  the  lucky  one,   and    have  got  the 

it's  all  my  fault     But  you  do  look  best  of  the  bargain." 

so  dreadfully  grave  sometimes,  you  "Then   they  would    say  wrong, 

quite  frighten  me,  when  I  say  some-  Mr.  Patterson  is  a  dear  old  flatterer, 

tiling  silly.     I  know  I  am  very  stu-  I  know,  and  the  Fergussons  are  such 

pid  and  ignorant,  but  we  can't  make  old  friends ;  but  they  can't  help  my 

ourselves  di£ferent  to  what  we  are."  being  a  stupid  little  thing." 

"  But,  my  dear  Eva,  after  all,  we  Here    our    conversation    was    in- 

neod  not  always  stand  still  in  these  terrupted    by    the    sound    of    the 

things.     Our    education    need    not  chariot  -  wheels      announcing     that 

come  to  an  end  as  soon  as  one  grows  Aunt  Emily  and  Sybil  were  coming 

up.     And  although  you,  dear,  are  a  to  spend  the  day.     And  it  seemed 

married  lady,  after  all  you  are  not  soon    as    if    the    little    cloud    had 

nineteen  yet,  so  there  is  plenty  of  passed  away ;    but,   alas !   the  first 

time  for  learning  and  wisdom  too,  words  of  difference  had  been  spoken, 

in  addition  to  beauty."  and    they  could    not    but    leave  a 

"  Oh  no,  Charlie,  it's  no  good  certain  uneasiness  of  feeling  behind, 
talking  about  these  things.  I  sup-  Both  must  have  felt,  whatever  we 
pose  I  must  have  a  pretty  face,  be-  may  have  said,  that  there  was  some- 
cause  you  are  always  saying  so,  but  thing  left  unsatisfied,  and  a  certain 
I  shall  never  be  clever  and  learned  want  of  confidence  remaining  be- 
and  that  sort  of  thing.  You  must  tween  us.  And  when,  the  following 
be  satisfied  to  take  me  as  you  find  evening,  which  we  were  spending 
me."  alone,  and  I  was  spelling  out  with 

^'  My  darling,  I  wish  I  knew  how  a  dictionary  Von   Ordnung's  groat 

to  cure  you  of  this  false  impression  I  work    on    military  organisation,    I 

I  won't  be  such  a  prig  as  to  say  that  noticed  that  Eva  took  out  from  the 

I  am  more  than  satisfied  to  have  bookcase    a  volume    of    ^Russell's 
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Modern  Europe/  which  formed  one  having  no  particular  homo  of  her 
of  those  included  in  the  Miss  Har-  own,  was  very  glad  to  pay  us  a 
ingtons'  neat  selection  of  standard  lengthened  visit,  and  quite  electri- 
authors  in  hrown-leather  bindings,  ficd  the  good  folks  of  Leatherby  at 
and  sat  down  by  the  fire  to  read  it  the  concert  by  her  powerful  voice. 
But  in  a  few  minutes  the  pretty  Almost  equal  to  professional,  ob- 
little  head  was  nodding,  and  I  don't  served  Mr.  St.  Leger,  who  played  a 
think  that  estimable  work  was  ever  second  violin  in  the  orchestra  at  the 
put  in  requisition  again.  Handel  festivi&ls,  and  was  consid- 
It  was  not  often,  however,  that  ered  nearly  as  great  an  authority  as 
we  were  alone  when  at  home,  and  Mr.  Fergusson  himself ;  as  indeed  it 
I  am  bound  to  mention  that  our  well  might  be.  The  supper  which 
first  dinner-party  went  off  very  followed  went  off  very  well;  and 
successfully,  except  that  Eva  was  when  I  proposed  the  toast  of  ^  Pros- 
rather  taken  abacK  by  Mrs.  Scrap  perity  to  the  Leatherby  Philhar- 
kissing  her  with  effusion  when  she  monic  Society,'  and  thanked  the 
came  into  the  drawing-room  ;  also  president  and  members  on  behalf 
that  Eva  quite  forgot  to  give  the  of  the  rest  of  the  company  for  the 
sienal  for  rising  from  the  dinner-  splendid  musical  treat  they  had 
table,  so  that  the  ladies  sat  on  till  afforded  us,  there  was  both  exci to- 
past  ten  o'clock.  But  the  most  ment  and  emotion  when  Mr.  Fergus- 
successful  event  in  this  way  was  the  son,  in  responding,  feelingly  reviewed 
meeting  of  the  Leatherby  Philhar-  their  past  history,  how  through  evil 
monic  Society  which  was  held  at  report  and  good  report,  undismayed 
our  house  on  Christmas  eve  under  by  difficulty  and  embarrassment,  the 
Mr.  Fergusson's  presidency,  with  a  Society  had  maintained  its  course, 
full  orchestra  of  seventeen  perform-  till,  from  the  humble  beginning 
ers,  which  gave  classical  music  of  many  of  those  present  could  remem- 
the  highest  character  for  three  con-  her,  it  had  attained  to  its  present 
secutive  hours.  Mrs.  Herries  was  magnificent  development.  Embol- 
spending  the  Christmas  week  with  dened  by  this  social  success,  Eva 
us,  and  Herries  himself  was  per-  proposed  giving  a  ball,  and  this  I 
suaded  to  join  her,  arriving  late  in  think  was  the  only  thing  needed  to 
the  evening  and  staying  over  till  bring  up  our  popularity  to  the  high- 
the  following  Monday,  when  ho  de-  est  pitch ;  but  there  was  a  sort  of 
parted  considerably  before  daylight  understanding  with  the  Miss  Har- 
to  catch  the  early  train  to  town,  ingtons  that  we  should  not  disturb 
Mr.  Paterson  came  down  too,  ac-  their  comfortable  if  old-fashioned 
companicd  by  the  young  lady  from  furniture,  so  we  abstained  from  the 
tiie  Royal  Academy,  who,  poor  girl,  temptation. 
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Marriage  is  essentially  a  secular  who  passes  creditably,  to  another  of 
ordinance,  the  mode  by  which  Provi-  inferior  social  pretensions,  howey^ 
dence  has  proyided  for  the  continu-  rooted  in  the  matter,  and  indeed 
ance  of  the  world  we  liye  in,  and  as  entirely  working  with  him  in  the 
such  its  conduct  and  arrangement  cause  he  and  the  world  alike  assume 
are  left  to  the  reason  and  conscience  nearest  his  heart  It  is  so— eyery- 
of  mankind ;  reyelation,  after  its  first  body  takes  it  as  a  matter  of  course, 
institution,  only  indirectly  dictating  except  perhaps  the  blighted  pre- 
on  the  questions  of  choice,  duty,  and  tender  ;  and  yiewing  marriage  as  the 
obligation.  The  children  of  this  ordinance  which  keeps  all  we  world 
world  marry  and  are  giyen  in  mar-  in  its  place,  we  are  far  from  saying 
riage.  As  social  life  refines  itself,  that  we  wish  it  otherwise.  We 
as  men  grow  better,  more  religious,  hardly  see  how  it  could  be  other- 
holier,  this  ordinance  more  fitly  pre-  wise.  It  is  essential  to  the  happi* 
figures  a  diyine  mystery,  but  still  ness  of  married  life  that  husband 
men  and  women,  howeyer  religious,  and  wife  should  be  pairs  in  social 
are  neyer  more  children  for  this  refinement  and  manners.  Nor 
world  than  in  this  question  of  mar-  could  we,  howeyer  we  held  her  soul^s 
riage.  The  questions  of  social  equality,  interests  paramount,  adyise  a  woman 
fitness  of  fortune,  conyenience,  and  to  oyerlook  marked  points  of  under- 
family  ties,  may  be  said  to  come  first  breeding,  on  account  of  a  loyer^s 
with  eyery  one  connected  with  the  spiritual  zeal  and  enlightenment 
contracting  parties.  The  fact  that  We  should  counsel  her  on  the  con- 
they  will  spend  their  time  in  this  trary,  not  to  run  the  risk  of  finding 
world  together  is  the  actuating  consi-  herself  repelled  by  habits  in  them- 
deration.  Eyen  the  excellent  diyine,  selves  harmless  indeed,  and  detract- 
Dr.  Hammond,  haying  turned  his  ing  nothing  from  his  eternal  pros- 
thoughts  towards  matrimony,  and  pects,  but  which,  as  accompanying 
fixed  in  his  own  mind  upon  the  lady,  nim  through  time,  would  induce 
withheld  his  declaration  upon  hear-  all  through  her  union  with  him 
ing  that  a  man  of  greater  fortune  and  a  painful  sense  of  incongruity, 
pretensions  turned  his  thoughts  the  Nay,  eyen  if  his  alliance  \^ould 
same  way.  And  so,  as  his  bio-  simply  inyolye  her  in  a  change  ai 
grapher  tells  us,  he  *'*'  deposited  his  social  intercourse,  and  fix  her  in  a 
conjugal  intendments,'^  and  she  lost  home  where  it  would  be  for  her 
a  saintly  husband.  Moral  and  reli-  happiness  to  forget  the  graces  add 
gious  worth,  howeyer  strongly  in-  polish  of  her  former  life,  he  must  be 
sisted  upon,  cannot  be  entertained  a  man  of  ten  thousand  to  compensate 
as  yalid  reasons  for  union,  until  its  her  in  the  long-run  for  what  she  has 
worldly  suitableness  is  satisfactorily  lost  by  what  he  can  give  her. 
proyed,  A  man  under  the  sway  of  While  we  belong  to  this  world,  our 
religious  motives,  spiritual,  a  pro-  happiness  is  not  compatible  with 
fessor,  one  who  preaches  self-denial,  the  loss  of  either  our  own  respect  or 
and  to  all  appearance  practises  it,  the  estimation  of  others:  and,  in 
does  not  hesitate  to  prefer  for  his  truth,  no  woman  who  has  made 
daughter  a  man  of  good  social  what  the  world  has  a  right  to  call 
standing,  whom  he  hopes  to  be  all  a  bad  match,  one  which  sinks  her 
right,  of  whom  he  knows  no  harm,  to  a  lower  grade,  or  involves  her  in 
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what    common     opinion    views    as  '*  Three  out  of  four  of  the  letters  in 

humiliations,  can  enjoy  any  serenity  '^Zt'^^^^o^^Ti^i  Zst 

01  happiness.  leisure  and  tlie  most  interest  in  a  cor- 

Women,    as    the    conservators   of  respondence   by  the  post     Tliat  class 

order,  are  as  a  rule  ready  both  to  who  combine  more  intelligence^  culti- 

acknowledge  and   enforce  this  law,  nation,   and    thoughtfnlneBs    than  any 

1    t^    J:.v.^u    *u»»>r,»i»^«    4^    ;*  other  m  Europe— the  class  of  unmar- 

and    to    submit    themselves    to    it  ^^^     ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^^     twenty-five-an 

1  heir  ambition  having  no  other  out-  increasing  class;  women,  who  from 
let,  a  marriage  below  their  preten-  mere  dignity  of  character,  have  re- 
sions  cuts  at  the  very  root  of  hope,    nounced  all  prospects  of  conjugal  and 

But  as  marriage,  as  well  as  suiuble  K.*im«ltaS?to  "SSr tr'  W^ 

marriage,  is  the  opening  to  her  am-  men   capable   of    such    sacrifices    and 

bition,  not  to   speak  of  other   con-  marked  by  such  strength  of  mind,  may 

siderations,  this  submission  not  sel-  be  expected  to  think  with  deep  feeling, 

dom  costs  her  dear.     To  be  married  fJjd  to  express  themselves  (unfess  where 

..»      u«^«    ♦u^    w..>:^«:f«.    ^f  they  have   been  too  much   biassed   by 

is,    with    perhaps    the    majority   of  bookish     connections),     with     natural 

women,  the  entrance  into  life,  the  grace." 
point  they  assume  for  carrying  out 
their  ideas  and  aims ;  and  there  are 

not  a   few  women  in  most    circles  This    testimony^     highly    charac- 
whose  personal  claims  are  not  such  teristic  of  its  author,  and  expressing 
as  to  promise  them  unlimited  choice,  truly  one  cause  for  the  number  of 
and  who  know  this  so  well,  that  on  single  women   to  be  found   in  the 
receiving  an  o£fer  of  marriage  they  educated  classes,  is  opposed  to  the 
recognise  it  as  .an  occasion — an  op-  prevailing  tone  of  modem  literature, 
portunity.     If  such  a  clear-sighted  It  is  under  rare  and  small  encour age- 
maiden  refuses  a  pretender  to  her  ment  from  fiction  and  poetry  that  a 
hand  because  he  does  not  reach  her  woman  wraps  herself  in  the  haughty 
social  standard,  she  does  so  alive  to  severity  of  noblesse  oblige.     Among 
the  alternative  of  a    future — a  life  her  friends  and  belongings,  indeed,  it 
which  olTers  her  few  honours  and  is  an  acknowledged  social  duty ;  they 
small    gratitude,   in    return  for  the  expect  it  of  her  as  a  matter  of  course  : 
sacrifice  she  makes  to  social  obliga-  if  a  woman  can^t  advance  her  family 
tions.     For,  after  all,   a  man  very  or    distinguish  herself,    she  can  at 
much  in  earnest,  and  uttering  flat-  least  spare  them  the  annoyance  of 
teries    new    to    unaccustomed  ears,  inferior  connections.     But  the  nov? 
may  naturally    be    rejected  on  the  elist    laughs  at  her  for  her  pains, 
instant  with  an  unforeseen  tender-  The  readers  of  Mr.  Trollope's  admir- 
ness,   exciting    a    momentary  ques-  able  novel,  *Dr.  Thorne,*  which,  as 
tion.     We  adopt  the  word  sacrifice,  far  as  it  has  any  other  design  than 
for  which  some  apology  is  due  to  to  interest  and  amuse  its  readers,  is 
any    single    lady    who    reads    this  an  attack  on  the  prevalent  views  on 
paper,   from    De   Quincey,   who    is  this  question,  will  recall  the  really 
eloquent    on    the  nobility  and  vir-  pathetic    appeal    of   Miss    Grcsham 
tues    of    the    old    maids    (insulting  of  Greshambuiy  to  her  cousin  and 
name    he    calls  it)  of   England,   in  counsellor,    the    Lady    Amelia    de 
whom     he     recognises     the     most    Courcy,  on  occasion  of  her  receiving 
highly  cultivated  women  of  his  day  an  offer  from  a  member  of  the  firm 
— a  patrician  class  of  martyrs,  so  to    Gumption,   Gazebee,    and    Gazebee, 
say,   to  the  cause  of   social  order,  who    is,  to    be    sure,   an  attorney. 
It    is    apropos    to    their    merit    as    though  he  only  does  business  with 
letter-writers.  peers  and  commoners  of  the  very 
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highest  class.     His  "  manners,"  she  four  years  after  Lady  Amelia  marries 

pleads,    *'are  quite    excellent,"   his  Gazebee  herself— this  comic  sequel, 

respect  unbounded.  of  course,   a  warning  to  high- bom 

ladies  not  to  put  their  destiny  in 
such   material  matters  out  of  their 

»''You.may8ay  AmeUa,^thclsonly  own   keeping.     And  yet,   when    all 

an  attorney,  and  I  believe  that  he  is  an  4U-  «„    ^jL    „„: j    u  ^"U,,?^  ««*  u— « 

attorney;    but  I   am   8ure   you  would  J^^^g^   are   said,  it  would  not  have 

have  esteemed  him  had  you  heard  the  been  a  suitable  match,  as  society  is 

very    delicate  way   in    which    he    ex-  constituted, — and    the     treacherous 

pressed  his  sentiments.    .    .    .    I  would  Lady  Augusta  spoke  some  truths; 

re^jrS^^wT^'^rJo^l-SirnTy^'  f°  l-S.  '^'^t  «.  f«  there  is  «uch  . 

If  I  really  disliked  him,  of  couree  there  ^»»"g   as   acknowledged    rank ;    and 

would  be  no  doubt ;  but  I  can't  sav,  all  rank  is  a  thing  of  degrees.     But 

dearest  Amelia,  that   I   do    absolutely  not  only  does  our  author,  in  the  van 

m^ake'^"^^'dL'^vlV^^  ^^  ^^^""^^   ^P'^^^^"'  ^'^^  ^^^^  ^^^"^ 

luarriage    were    suitable    as    regarded  ^^^  prejudices  and   social  tyrannies 

both  our  positions.  .  .  .  Idon^twish  of  the  aristocracy  are  a  favourite 
at  all  to  speak  of  my  own  feelings,'  she  theme,  thus  strike  at  the  root  of  old 
repeats  with  touching  iteration ;» but  if  prescription;  that  great  innovator 
he  were  not  an  attorney,  he  is,  I  think,  fu  ^  •  '  u«ii«.  ^tive  in  female 
the  sort  of  man  I  should  like.  He  is  ^  f*  '®  equally  active  m  lemaie 
very  nice  in  every  way,  and  If  you  hands ;— partly  m  tender  pity  to  the 
were  not  told,  I  don't  think  you'd  suffering  caused  by  it  to  gentle  ntr 
know  he  was  an  attorney;  but,  dear  tures,  and,  more  recently,  in  a  de- 
Amelia,  I  will  be  guided  by  you  alto-  ni^^r^Ui  rebellion  against  the  sex's 
^  conservatism  and  submission  to  an- 
tiquated laws  of  caste,  Mrs.  Gas- 
And  dear  Amelia,  who  represents  kell,  scarcely  to  be  called  an  inno- 
society,  does  guide  her,  and  pro-  vator, — in  no  sense  didactic,  like  her 
nounces  it  Miss  Gresham's  fate  to  gifted  successors,— covers  these  scru- 
be  a  victim.  She  is  very  sorry  to  pies  of  caste  with  a  tender  ridicule 
grieve  her  cousin,  but  declares  it  in  her  incomparable  Granford  papers, 
better  she  should  bear  the  grief  of  where  all  the  ladies  are  so  poor,  so 
overcoming  a  temporary  fancy  than  genteel,  so  conscious  of  pretensions 
take  a  step  "  which  some  of  your  ignored  by  the  world ;  where  they 
friends  would  certainly  regard  as  all  congratulate  themselves  on  their 
disgraceful."  ^Mt  is  not  permitted  freedom  from  masculine  society,  **a 
to  us,  my  dear  Augusta,''  she  adds,  man  is  so  in  the  way  in  a  house ;" 
^^  to  think  of  ourselves  in  such  mat-  where  Miss  Matty  is  condemned  to 
ters.  As  you  truly  say,  if  we  were  everlasting  spinsterhood  by  her  in- 
to act  in  that  way  what  would  t)ie  exorable  sister,  who  oould  not  sub- 
world  come  to  ?"  &C.  &c.  *^  It  is  nat-  mit  to  the  degradation  of  a  brother- 
ural,"  she  admits,  ^*  for  girls  to  wish  in-law  who  called  himself  yeoman, 
to  marry:  those  who  are  weak  take  and  did  not  allow  himself  to  *be 
the  first  that  comes;  those  who  addressed  as  esquire;  and  where-^ 
have  more  judgment  make  a  selec-  though  this  is  not  strictly  to  our 
tion ;  but  the  strongest-minded  are,  point — the  widow  of  rank  and  small 
perhaps,  those  who  are  able  to  fore-  means.  Lady  Glenmire,  convulses 
go  themselves  and  their  fancies,  and  the  whole  society  by  engaging  her* 
to  refrain  from  any  alliance  that  self  to  Mr.  Hoggins,  the  country 
does  not  tend  to  high  principles."  apothecary,  who  talked  loud,  wore 
The  hapless  Augusta  remains  one  of  creaking  top-boots,  and  whom  the 
these  strong-minded  foregoers,   and  ladies  of   Granford    had   reason   to 
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believe  supped  on  bread,  dheese,  in  that  state  only  give  rise  to  no 
and  beer  every  night  As  we  read  regrets  of  misfit  Take,  for  exam- 
we  confess  to  some  share  of  the  pie,  Miss  Priscilla  in  *  Silas  Mamer/ 
popular  sense  of  propriety  out-  that  picture  of  burly  cheerfulness 
raged ;  it  is  unfair  to  nave  a  title  undisturbed  by  fine  perceptions, 
and  not  to  recognise  its  restrictive  She  herself,  the  gentlemen  of  her 
obligations.  However,  the  unprece-  acquaintance,  and  the  reader  who 
dented  step  meets  with  the  chron-  recognises  the  truth  of  the  portrait, 
ider^s  tacit  approval.  Why  should  must  all  be  of  one  mind  as  to  her 
not  a  pair  of  mature  age  please  fitness  for  the  calling  she  chose  for 
themselves  ?  seems  to  be  the  line  herself,  and  for  no  other.  Witness 
of  argument  Everything  can  be  her  satisfaction,  not  assumed,  in  her 
proved  in  fiction,  and  we  admit  it  own  plainness,  and  her  heedless  corn- 
one  of  the  missions  of  imagination  prehension  of  the  Miss  Gunns  in  her 
to  accustom  society 'to  the  idea  of  profession  of  that  satisfaction.  *^I 
sopial  changes ;  but  experience  has  am  ugly — there's  no  denying  that : 
still  its  strong  counter-case.  **  What  I  feature  my  father's  family  ;  but, 
I  especially  dislike  in  Kingsley's  law !  I  don't  mind ;  do  you  ?  Wit- 
*  Teast,'  "  says  Miss  Mitford,  **  is  ness  her  native  antagonism  to  the 
his  making  both  his  humble-bom  opposite  sex :  ^  I've  no  opinion  o'  the 
heroes  fall  in  love  with  young  men,  Miss  Gunn.  I  don't  know  what 
ladies.  To  be  sure  he  does  not  ac-  you  hava  And  as  for  fretting  and 
tually  make  them  marry,  but  he  stewing  about  what  they'll  think  of 
shows  that  he  (the  author)  has  no  you  from  morning  till  night,  it's  a 
objection.  Now  it  has  happened  to  folly  no  woman  need  be  guilty  of  if 
me  to  see  the  final  issue  of  two  or  she  s  got  a  good  father  and  a  good 
three  of  these  disproportioned  mar-  home.  As  I  say,  Mr.  Have-your- 
riages,  and  I  have  always  found  own-way  is  the  best  husband,  and 
they  result  in  great  unhappiness  to  the  only  one  Fd  ever  promise  to 
the  inferior — that  is^  the  promoted  obey."  And,  again,  her  arrogating 
party."  And  this  is  the  common  celibacy  to  herself  as  a  birthright 
observation  ;  therefore  we  do  not  and  vocation,  reproaching  her  pretty 
give  up  our  respect  for  those  mar-  sister  for  sitting  on  an  addled  egg 
tyrs  to  station  who  keep  themselves  (an  unpromising  choice)  for  ever  : 
single  for  an  idea.  In  fact,  without  **  One  old  maid  s  enough  out  o'  two 
these  vestals,  society  would  go  down,  sisters ;  and  I  shall  do  credit  to  a 
But  it  is  not  among  them  that  the  single  life,  for  God  Almighty  meant 
highest  type  of  old  maid  is  to  be  me  for  it" 

found.  The  highest  type  of  old  maid  has 

Nor  is  one  of  Nature's  bom  old  made  no  sacrifice,  nor  is  she  in  any 

maids  deserving  of   this  pre-emin-  sense  a  victim,  for  marriage   as  a 

ence.     There  are  women  with  whom  state  is  not  necessary  to  her  idea  of 

marriage  forms  no  part  of  their  plan  happiness  ;  but  she  has  none  of  that 

of  life.     Nature  has  provided  them  anti^onism  towards  half  the  human 

with  a  temperament  fitted  for  inde-  race  which  Miss  Priscilla  makes  her 

pendence,   and  benisnantly    denied  boast;  nor  is  she  one  who  has  set 

them  attractions  which  might  have  herself  against  marriage,  or  whom 

interfered  with  their  vocation.      It  no  man  has  ever  wished  to  marry, 

is  said  of   such  women  that  they  She  is  the  woman  who  has  never 

ought  to  be  caught  young  to  make  met  with  her  ideal,   and  who  has 

tractable  wives ;   but  such    women  never  been  cimningly  persuaded  to 

fulfil  their  purpose  best  single,  and  accept  anything  short  of  it. 
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Every  woman  with  any  romance  tive  has  no  terrors  for  her.     In  fact 
or  magnanimity  has,  so  far  as  she  she  has  foreseen  that  a  single  life  is 
contemplates    marriage   for  herself  her  probable  destiny.     It  is  not  at 
merely  in  the  abstract,  an  ideal,  or  all  necessary  that  this  unattractive- 
some  vague  assemblage  of  high  qual-  ness  should  have  to  do  with  a  con- 
ities  which  stands  for  such.     She  can  scious  want  of  beauty.     A  beauti- 
only  suppose  herself  voluntarily  link-  ful  woman,  as  far  as  colour  and  out- 
ing her  fate  with  another,  if  that  line  constitute  beauty, — but  failing 
other  is  a  man  exceptionally  good  in  bewitching  qualities, — ^may  repd 
or  noble,  or  at  least  distinguished  admiration  by  indifference,  amd  live 
among  his  fellows.     At  all  events  to  glorify  the  sisterhood  to  which 
he  must  be  something  quite  above  her  manner  devotes  her ;  but  it  is 
the  common  run  of  men  about  her.  the  woman  of  c(»nmonplacc  exterior 
The  typical  old  maid  has  had  this  and    sensitive   mind  that    is    most 
ideal,   and    been  faithful   to  it :  it  commonly  left  alone  with  her  ideaL 
may  be  for  want  of  adequate  temp-  We  believe  that  almost  any  woman 
tation  to  inconstancy.      Some  wo-  who  is  not  what  is  called  *^  partica- 
men — the    charming     woman,     for  lar,"  may  marry  if  she  chooses — that 
example — ^have  not  been  allowed  to  is,   if  she  does  not  speculate  upon 
keep  their  ideaL      They  have  lost  herself,  or  share  the  world's  xxdSmt 
sight  of  it  in  finding  themselves  the  vourablc  view  of  her  personal  preten- 
ideal  of  some  one  else.     Our  typical  sions.      Again,   persons   of    simple 
vestal  has  never  been  a  charming  character,   who  don't    think    much 
woman,  though  she  may  have  many  about  themselves,  but  enter  cheerfully 
excellent  gifts  and  graces.     Women  into  the  scene  around  them,  pleased, 
:are  so  made,  happily  for  men,  that  amused,  contented,  have  an  uncon- 
,  gratitude,  pity,  the  exquisite  pleasure  scious  attractiveness  quite  independ- 
of  pleasing,  th3  sweet  surprise  of  ent  of  laws  of  beauty.      But  our 
finding  themselves  necessary  to  an-  typical  old  maid  is  not  intellectuaUy 
other's  happiness  (or  being  flattered  simple,  but  complex,  however  mor- 
into  the  notion),  altogether  obscure  ally  she  is  above  worldly  schemes 
^and  confuse  the   judgment ;    they  for  her  own  settlement  in  life.     The 
ceithcr  forget  their  ideal  altogether,  present,  except  under  circumstances 
^'or  think  Uiey  have  found  it  in  the  of  rare  occurrence,  does  not  engross 
very  commonplace    mortal    who  is  her  or  absorb  her  int^*est     She  has 
their  choice.     But  to  some  women  a  mind  looking  before,   after,   and 
tlhis  does  not  happen.     The  natural  about  her — ^unless,  indeed,  she  has 
instinct  to  please  is  not  strong  in  benevolentplansof  usefulness,  which 
them.      They  only  care    to  please  concentrate  her  attention  on  some 
where  their  taste  and  jud^ent  ap-  object ; — a    posture    of    mind    and 
prove,  and  their  manner  is  cold  or  body,  we  should  say,  which  further 
indifferent  in  general  society.    There  removes  woman  from  her  bewitch* 
is  a  French  proverb,  compounded  of  ing  attitude  than  any  other.     What- 
resignation  and  worldly  policy,  which  ever  her  interests  and  occupations, 
represents  the  submission  and  des-  her  own  life,  and  what  she  is  to 
tiny  of  the  attractive  woman  :  Quand  make  of  it,   is  a  present  question 
on  fCa  pa$  ee  qu^on  aime^  il  faut  with  her.      She  does  not  wait  for 
aimer  ce  qu^on  a.     It  is  not  that  the  marriage  to  solve  it ;  she  feels  it  in 
other   is    deliberately    unattractive,  her  own  hands.     She  has  never  met 
but  she  recognises  no  necessity.   She  her  ideal,  or,  if  she  has  seen  what 
does  not  want  to  please  out  of  her  might  have  been  such,  she  has  re- 
pale  of  sympathies ;  and  the  altema-  cognised    an    impossibility— eonsti* 
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tuted  as  she  is — which  must  keep  would  have  stood  bj  her  order,  and 
her  apart  from  it  In  good  time  habit  and  duty  would  have  brought 
she  makes  her  destiny  her  choice,  their  own  reward.  Nobody  would 
She  will  indeed  be  nobody's  idol,  blot  out,  if  they  could,  the  bitter 
Nobody  will  love  her  best  No  one  experiences  of  the  deeper  affec- 
will  find  out  graces  hid  from  the  tions  and  emotions,  or  exchange 
common  gaze,  out  which  she  does  their  poignant  joys  and  sorrows  for 
not  therefore  believe  non-existent  an  even  serenity :  and  these  superior 
She  will  occupy  no  such  place  in  pleasures  and  cares  she  takes  on 
society  as  under  favouring  circum-  faith*  but  still  the  uncongenialities 
stances  she  believes  she  could  filL  with  her  own  temperament  are  most 
She  will  preside  over  no  home,  con-  keenly  perceived,  and  naturally  this 
stitute  no  family  centre  and  guide ;  is  a  growing  sentiment  Use  makes 
she  will  miss  what  some,  perhaps  everything  but  pain  pleasant,  and 
most  women,  consider  the  prizes  of  liberty  once  enjoved  by  a  temperate 
life,  as  well  as  its  work  and  raison  and  vigorous  mmd  becomes  of  all 
d^Stre.  But  for  all  these  prosperi-  good  gSts  the  one  most  essential  to 
ties  she  finds  in  her  own  case  equi-  happiness.  No  wise  woman  who 
valents.  She  knows — her  observa-  has  for  any  length  of  time  had  the 
tion  tells  her — that  the  drawbacks  command  of  her  own  time  and  free- 
to  them  which  other  women  are  dom  to  exercise  her  own  will,  and 
blind  to,  put  up  with,  cheerfully  ig-  has  found  her  happiness  in  independ- 
nore,  ride  over  by  a  strong  will,  or  ence,  will  give  her  time  and  freedom 
by  acts  she  cannot  approve,  would  into  another's  keeping — assuming, 
go  far  to  neutralise  them  in  her  case,  of  course,  that  she  has  means,  how- 
She  perceives,  in  fact,  that  these  ever  moderate,  to  maintain  her  in 
things  are  not  for  her.  One  pros-  the  same  way  of  life.  It  would  not 
perous,  comfortable,  and^  blooming  be  good  for  all  women — perhaps  for 
friend,  for  example,  has  a  husband  most  women — to  have  this  undis- 
whose  faults  and  disagreeable  qual-  puted  disposal  of  themselves ;  but 
ities  would  keep  her  ashamed  and  the  woman  who  has  shown  herself 
miserable.  Another  lives  in  ease  equal  to  the  charge  of  herself  is  the 
and  wealth,  but  has  no  control  woman  to  do  credit  to  the  single 
over  the  wealth  she  lives  in — ^has  to  state.  And  in  women  who  settle 
ask  her  husband  if  she  wants  five  themselves  in  all  the  eligibilities  of 
pounds  for  her  own  purposes,  with  this  condition  without  dreaming  of 
a  chance  of  being  questioned  or  even  change,  and  who  are  adapted  to  it 
refused.  Another,  a  dotme  mother,  by  fair  health  of  mind  and  body, 
has  children  whose  weak  nealth  or  is  observable  a  lasting  youthfulness 
unpromising  tempers  would  hold  of  mind  and  spirits.  Spirits  will  be 
her  in  gnawing  anxiety.  Another's  but  fitful, and  liveliness  will  be  forced, 
time  is  taken  up  by  pleasures,  or  so  long  as  women  are  painfully  alive 
cares,  or  business,  which  would  all  to  the  passage  of  Time — as  of  a 
be  to  her  an  intolerable  bondage,  power  cheating  them  of  their  legiti- 
The  reality  of  marriage  to  such  a  one  mate  expectations.  People  are  at 
who  has  kept  to  her  ideal  of  perfect  the  very  antipodes  of  their  object 
union,  grand  cares,  noble  pleasures,  who  are  anxious  to  seem  young, 
and  elevated  usefulness,  presents  The  world  necessarily  judges  of  age 
often  a  sordid,  carking,  worrying,  by  the  register,  and  a  sensible  wo- 
threatening  aspect  If  she  had  man,  however  young  she  feels,  will 
been  in  the  thick  of  the  conflict  it  regulate  her  conduct  towards  others 
would  have  been   otherwise.      She  by  that  record.    But  not  the  less  is 
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she  conscious  of  a  spring  of  youth  than  long  subjugation  to  a  selfish, 
in  herself,  an  elasticity  of  spirit,  unsympathising,  or  what  goes  by 
an  unforced  cheerfulness,  not  to  be  the  name  of  a  steady  will — a  will 
discerned  in  her  married  compeers,  that  checks  the  play  of  fancy.  A 
Mothers,  wives,  widows  arrived  at  woman  may  be  devoted  to  her  hus- 
mature  middle  life  are  cheerful,  but  band ;  but  if  she  is  always  planning 
it  is  not  the  same  cheerfulness ;  how  to  compass  her  ends,  and  run- 
Uiere  is  a  memory  of  tears  in  it  in  ning  her  head  against  the  rock  of 
tender  natures,  or  a  resolute  for-  his  inflexibility,  her  face  will  show 
getting  of  worries  and  cares  lurk-  traces  of  the  conflict;  while  the 
ing  just  round  the  comer,  in  spirits  spinster  of  her  own  standing  holds 
of  a  bolder,  stronger  fibre.  The  spin-  crow^s-feet  and  wrinkles  still  in 
stcr  feels  young  among  them  who  abeyance  from  the  complacency  re- 
is  separated  from  her  former  self  by  sultant  on  mere  liberty  of  action : 
none — by  fewer,  at  least-— of  the  not  but  that  she  has  a  heart  as  open 
harsh  breaks  and  dislocations  which  to  the  troubles  of  others  as  the 
make  people  feel  old.  She  carries  her  matron,  and  perhaps  a  wider  and 
former  self  along  with  her,  and  can  more  active  sympathy ;  but  it  must 
recall  no  point  where  the  girl  ended  bo  admitted  that  sympathy  in 
in  the  matron.  The  young  find  other^s  trials,  however  deep  and 
out  this  unconsciously ;  and  Uie  old  long  sustained,  does  not  inflict  on 
maid  who  has  not  had  the  romance  the  countenance  the  permanent  lines 
knocked  out  of  her  by  the  sad  sla-  that  the  like  cares  do  in  our  own 
vcries  of  life,  may  be  observed  to  be    case. 

the  confidante,   referee,  adviser,  of        No  circle,  we  believe,  is  without 
all  the  nice  girls  of  her  circle.     We    some  old  maid  within  its  observa- 
speak,     of     course,     comparatively,    tion  who  will  bear  out  this  portrait, 
Trial  comes  to  all.      But  marriage    however  far  it  is  removed  from  the 
and  its    consequences   give    it  the    popular,  e^n  indulgent  view,  of  the 
keenest  edge  and    most  deep  and    class  which  prevails  among  us.  As  op- 
lasting   impression.      The    exterior    posed  to  the  French  notion  of  the 
will  Mways  adapt  itself  to  the  char-    vieiUe  fiUe  who  is  found  imperson- 
acter  and  circumstances  of  the  mind    ated  in  Balzac*s  *■  Cousuie  Bette,*  our 
that  inhabits  it ;  and  the  old  maid,    literature  patronises  the  old  maid,  as 
however   judicious    her   taste,   will    a  useful  creature — not   necessarily 
carry  about  an   atmosphere,  as  it    at  all  venomous— conveniently  with- 
were,  of  her  calling,  a  vu^nal  over-    out    anything    to  do    on    her  own 
trimness  perhaps,  a  cheerful,  paler    account,   no    occupation    that   may 
colouring  than  as  matron  she  would    not  at  once  be   laid   aside  at  the 
have  assumed.     Something  in  her    summons  of  relations  or  neighbours 
face  will  express  the  fact  that  she    whom  custom    encourages  to  send 
has  no  master  but  her  own  will,  or    for  when  they  want  her,  and  forget 
that  she  is  unsupported  by  a  back-    her  all  the  rest  of  the  year;  as  one  of 
ground  of  prestige,  or  that  she  has    a  class  whom    nature    intends  for 
unchecked  particularities ;  some  not    lieutenants,   placed  by  the  fact  of 
to  be  defined  hint  of  the  **  old  maid-    their  leisure  in  a  position  to  render 
ish"  may  be  there ;  but  through  it    temporary  service  on  occasions  when 
all  the  countenance  of  this  hieher    their  help  is  required,  and  then  to 
type  will  have  a  certain  youth  about    retreat   into    insignificance  till    the 
it  not  due  to  the  fewness  of  its  years,    next    opportunitv.      The    vigorous 
Nothing  makes    people    look  older    mind,  content  with  its  place  in  the 
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world,  strikes  root  where  it  is  placed,  position,  or  want  of  respect ;    nor 

and  is  not  shifted  without  effort  and  will   she  be  the  first  to  occur  to 

sacrifice ;  and  oiu:  typical  old  maid,  the  distracted  mother's  mind  whose 

having    never  pass^    her  days  in  dozen  children  are  taken  with  the 

waiting  for  what  may  turn  up,  but  measles  at  once  as  the  person  to 

from  a  girl  applied  herself  to  the  come  and  help  in  the  nursing,  and 

work  that  presented  itself   to  her  sit    up    with    baby.      People    with 

hands,  can  never  be  caught  in  the  money  are  always  supposed  to  have 

absolutely  disengaged  state — like  a  something  to  do.     Importance  im- 

leech  in  a  bottle — which  constitutes  plies  a  certain  sort  of  occupation, 

an   essential    condition  of    the  old  But  strength  is  relative.     No  woman 

maid's    usefulness    in    the    world's  without  a  certain  independence  and 

eye.  force  of  character  is  fit  to  be  an  old 

Strength  and  early  independence  maid.  There  are  feeble  women  who 
of  mind  are,  however,  rare  character-  might  make  passable  wives,  but 
istics,  and,  wanting  them,  the  popular  who  make  deplorable  old  maids  : 
ideal  presents  the  old  maid  in  as  they  are  wretcned  single,  and  im- 
imporUint  a  position  as  she  can  part  some  of  their  wretchedness  to 
hold.  For,  truth  to  say,  some  single  all  who  have  to  do  with  them  :  they 
women  fit  their  narrow  sphere  for  trail  for  want  of  a  prop,  and  lie 
the  opposite  reason  that  they  are  huddled  like  some  unlucky  creeper, 
never  useful  Though  they  have  an  unshapely  heap,  for  want  of 
excellent  abstract  qualities,  it  seems  the  vigorous  stem  uat  should  hold 
an  accident  of  their  organisation  it  up.  Such  women  cannot  believe 
that  they  never  answer  to  any  cur-  they  are  not  to  be  married  some  day. 
rent,  existing  demand.  Nobody,  Somebody  U}  love,  to  be  afraid  of, 
whether  man  or  woman,  has  ever  to  look  up  to,  to  swear  by,  some 
found  them  the  very  thing  they  duties  imposed  by  necessity,  do 
want  However  great  ^the  emer-  strike  the  observer  as  such  a  neces- 
gency,  it  never  calls  them  out  sity  for  their  wellbeing  or  even 
Through  no  distinct  selfishness  or  creditable  existence,  that  the  life- 
awkwardness  they  miss  the  gifts  of  long  attitude  of  expectation,  how- 
helpfulness  and  resource,  and  are  ever  hopeless,  is  almost  justified, 
content  to  be  shelved  among  things  Women  of  this*  character  have  prob- 
out  of  use.  In  fact,  it  is  part  of  ably  had  many  fair  opportunities  of 
their  incapacity  that  they  never  re-  settling  in  life, — ^feebleness  in  girl- 
cognise  an  opening  or  a  call,  and  hood  not  seldom  takes  an  attractive 
can  see  the  busiest  at  their  wits'  end  form, — but  perhaps  no  one  to  compel 
without  any  personal  application,  them  to  a  decision ;  and  there  is 
Sometimes  m  a  family  of  sisters  the  wanting  to  this  temperament  the 
one  old  maid  will  be  of  this  type,  powers  of  falling  ^nuinely  in  love, 
the  last  to  be  called  to  mind  in  as  well  as  of  comwg  to  a  fixed  re- 
cases  of  sickness  and  difficulty,  and  solve.  Life  is  all  expectation  with 
yet  for  no  very  obvious  reason.  the  feeble  woman ;  she  recoils  from 

Of    course,    in    talking    of    old  a  final  step,  and  would  as  likely  as 

maids,  we  do  not  include  women  of  not  still  slip  out  of  an  engagement 

large  fortune,  who  may  be  anything  which  she  had  stimulated  all   her 

Uiey  please.     No  woman  with  a  few  small  despairing  energies  to  bring 

thousands  a-year  will  have  to  com-  to  a  point    The  beauty  who,  in  vul- 

plain  of  want  of    opportunities  of  gar  phrase,  has  overstood  her  market, 

changing    her    condition,    want   of  does  not  make  an  amiable  old  maid. 
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She  feels  her  life  has  been  a  mistake,  her  likes  and  dislikes  may  be  un- 

and  is  soured  accordingly.     There  accountable  under  ordinary  princi- 

is  something  in  the  possession  and  pies,    and    vehemently    maintained, 

consciousness  of  beauty  which  inter-  She  may  have  her  fits  of  silence,  of 

feres  with  the  frank  bestowal  of  the  exaltation,  or  excitement, — in  fact, 

afiections.     The  woman  who  is  made  any  startling  divergence   from    re- 

to  understand  by  all  the  world  that  ceived    usage,  — >  and    yet    not    sin 

she  is  handsome,  acquires  a  notion  against    any    law    but    usage,   and 

of  duty  to  her  claims  which  super-  make  a  very  happy  and  creditable 

sedes  and  puts  the  appeals  of  the  old  maid.     But  the  husband  of  an 

heart  out  of  countenance.     She  is  eccentric  woman  must    sufier   and 

afraid  of  wasting    her  advantages,  lose  in  social  estimation :  the  oddities 

and  asks  herself  at  critical  moments,  which  amuse    the  world  crush  or 

Can  I  do  better  ?    For  a  brief  year  exasperate    his    spirit      A   woman 

or  two  all  the  world  lies  within  the  who  will  'say  whatever  comes  into 

grasp  of  her  elated  fancy.     When  her  head,  and  singles  out  her  bus- 

the  niece  in  the  play  asks  her  aunt  band    before   a    large  company  as 

why  she  never  married,  the  answer  witness  or  subject  of  her  remarks, 

is,  ^*  My  dear,  I  was  verv  cruel  thirty  reduces  him  to  a  most  unenviable 

years  ago,   and    nobody  asked  me  position.       His    only    resource     is 

since.'*    Such  reverses  sharpen  alike  silence  and  insignificance,  to  look  as 

features  and    temper.      The  ladies  small  as  he  feels,  and  shrink  into 

haunted  by  these  regrets  are  a  bu^-  the  background,  and  wonder  in  his 

bear  to  their  kindred  ;    even  their  heart  why  by  a  voluntary  act  he 

kindnesses  have  a  sting  in  them  :  ever  exposed  himself  to  such  miseries, 

there  is  something  irritating  to  them  Nor  does  even  silence — a  reserved 

in  other  people's  success  and  happi-  eccentricity — make   the  subject  of 

ness ;  the  trials  of  married  life  would  it  more  desirable  as  a  wife.     It  is 

have  left  them  more  amiable.  as  strong  an  outrage  against  custom 

On    the    other    hand,    there   are  to  invite  friends    and    then   forget 

many  women    clearly  unfitted    for  them,  or  deliberately  to  absent  her- 

married  life  by  certain  not  necessari-  self,  as  to  startle  them  by  singu- 

ly  serious  disqualifications.     Eccen-  lar  opinions^  strange  arrangem^its, 

txicity  is  one  of  these.     Eccentric!^  or   absurd  costume.     The  woman 

is    not   a   concealable  quali^.      It  who  does  not  mean  to  conform  to 

must  show  itself  and  be  conspicuous,  the   rules  of    society  should    keep 

and  had  best  indulge  itself  without  single.     The  woman  who  calls  her- 

implicating  others  in  its  manifesta-  self  odd,  as  though  to  be  odd  and 

tions.     An  eccentric  old  maid  may  original  were  the  same  thing,  should 

well  have  friends  who  value  her,  and  hold  by  her  self -estimate  and  ke^ 

put  up  with  her   singularities,   or,  odd  in  every  sense, 

more  than  put  up  with  them,  find  As  a  rule,  we  believe  that  women 

amusement  in  them,  and  a  certain  who  give  themselves  up  to  litera- 

freshness.     It  is  her  way  ;  it  sup-  ture  are  happiest  single,  especi^h' 

§lies  good  stories  behind  her  back,  if    their    turn   is    auUiorship.     We 

'he  house  may  be  ordered  by  her  believe    there  are  so  many  distin- 

own  whim  rather  than  by  custom,  guished    examples  opposed    to  our 

Her  dress  may  be  queer,  her  voice  view    that    we    express    ourselves 

loud,    her    language    marked     by  with  diffidence.      But  on  the  rule 

anomalies,  her  contempt  of  conven-  that  no  writing  is  worth  much  that 

tion  may  be  carried  to  an  extreme,  does  not  occupy  the  freshest  hours, 
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and  embody  the  freshest  thoughts  self-assertion  should  disfigure  the 
of  the  writer,  it  follows  hy  a  sort  of  creditable  industry  of  application, 
necessity  that  husband,  children,  the  real  love  of  knowledge^  which 
household,  must  be  either  rivals  of  could  pursue  it  under  the  joint 
the  inventive  faculty,  or  sufferers  opposition  of  all  men  and  the  great 
by  it  We  doubt,  also,  how  far  a  body  of  women  ?  There  is  no  doubt 
mind  mainly  occupied  either  by  that  the  sez  have  been  ^ners  ;  but 
its  own  powers  of  invention  or  the  shifts  and  necessities  of  the 
some  absorbing  subject  or  pursuit  conflict  reduced  their  champions  to 
can  stand  in  woman's  social  posi-  some  modes  of  strengthening  their 
tion  as  converser,  can  adapt  it-  position  which  had  their  disadvan- 
self  as  readily,  tidce  up  another's  tages.  What  could  would-be  learned 
tone,  turn  itself  to  common  in-  women  do  under  the  circumstances 
terests  as  keenly.  Duty  will  make  but  form  themselves  into  coteries? 
a  woman  attend  to  all  tiie  concerns  — and  the  strength  of  a  coterie  con- 
that  depend  upon  her,  but  not  sists  in  extolling  its  members  up 
lovingly.  She  misses  the  pride  and  to  the  skies,  and  seeing  nothing 
satisfaction  of  success  in  a  conjugal  beyond  itself.  There  certainly  were 
sphere.  Her  household  is  hiu*d  women  in  the  blue-stocking  days 
work — an  interruption,  and  she  is  who  talked  oracularly,  and  believed 
conscious  of  not  succeeding  as  well  they  pretty  well  knew  all  that  was 
or  as  gracefully  as  another  who  worth  knowing  in  the  line  they 
finds  it  her  vocation,  and  recognises  devoted  themselves  to.  We  do  not 
in  it  the  business  of  her  life.  How-  know  any  fairer  portrait  of  this  cha- 
ever,  we  are  treading  on  a  battle-  racter  than  we  find  in  the  following 
field  of  conflicting  opinions,  from  letter  of  Charles  Lamb  to  Coleridge, 
which  we  would  keep  clear.  His  Miss  B is  a  typical  blue- 
It  has  been  one  of  the  achieve-  stocking,  and,  as  such,  best  single, 
ments  of  spinsterhood  to  advance  In  spite  of  her  pragmatical  turn,  her 
the  cause  of  education,  to  make  narrow  positiveness,  her  self-display, 
women  as  a  body  less  ignorant,  to  her  deadness  to  the  genius  she  was 
infuse  into  them  at  least  some  smat-  snubbing,  we  recognise  a  very  re- 
tering  of  intellectual  accomplish-  spectable  old  maid,  with  resources 
ment;  and  this  was  done  under  an  which  would  not  forsake  her  through 
amount  of  discouragement  which  life ;  but  we  would  not  be  the  hus- 
constitutes  the  blue-stocking  a  true  band  of  so  much  learning,  to  be 
if  somewhat  obtrusive  martyr  to  edified  day  by  day  with  third-rate 
the  cause  of  mind.  Men  of  all  literature,  and  cut-and- dried  criU- 
time  have  received  woman's  first  cisms  and  opinions.  We  make  no 
efforts  to  learn  with  ridicule  at  the  apology  for  the  length  of  so  pleasant 
best,  often  with  censure,  for  pre-  an  example  of  his  characteristic 
sumption  in  stepping  out  of  her  manner: — 
sphere.  Wits,  satirists,  and  moral- 
ists have  agreed  in  snubbing  her  "  I  came  home  t'oUicr  day  from  bust- 
i  ixj  jxi  ne88,  bumrry  as  a  banter,  to  dinner, 
strugglcg  to  read  and  to  know  some-  °,u,'  „othSg,  I  am  snre,  ^the  mUhor 
thmg  of  the  studies  and  the  questions  ^  hunger  about  me,  and  wbom  found 
which  interest  men.  It  has  needed  I  closeted  with  Mary  but  a  friend  of 
a  strong  heart  and  some  obstinacy  J}*^  *^^  Y^TT't  ^^^  ^*  \ —  ?^ 
of  resolution  to  stand. against  the  B^^jJ  i7„,\ "ST iS^mf^n^S^ 
current  of  social  opinion.  What  j  believe,  luckily  to  pi-event  tbem  from 
wonder  that  some  awkwardness  of  exchanging  vows  of  eternal  friendship. 
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It  Bcems  she  !s  one  of  your  authoresses  himself.    We  next  discussed  the  ques- 

that    you    flrpt    foster   and    tlien    up-  tion  whether  Pope  was  a  poet.    I  find 

braid    us    with  —  but   I    forrive    you.  Dr.  Gregory  is  of  opinion  he  was  not, 

Well  go  she  would  not,  nor  svsp  a  step  though    Miss    Seward    docs   not  at  all 

ovpr  our  threshold  till  we  had  promised  concur  with   him  on    this.      We  then 

to  come  and  drink  tea  with  her   next  sat    upon    the    comparative    merits    of 

night     I  had  not  seen  her  before,  and  tlio  ten   translations    of    *■  Pizarro/  and 

could  not  tell  who  it  was  that  was  so  Miss  B advised  Mary  to    take  two 

familiar.    We  went,  however,  not  to  be  of  them  home;   she  thought  it  might 

impolite.     Her    lodgings    are    up    two  afford    her   some   pleasure  to  compare 

pair    of    stairs     in Street.       Tea,  them  verbcUim^  which  we  declined.     It 

coffee,  and  macaroons— a  kind  of  cake  being  now  nine  o* clock,  wine  and  maca- 
I  much  love.  We  sat  down.  Pres-  roons  were  again  served  round,  and  wc 
cntly  Miss  B- —  broke  the  silence  by  parted  with  a  promise  to  go  again  next 
declaring  herself  quite  of  a  different  week,  and  meet  the  Miss  rorters,  who, 
opinion  from  Disraeli,  who  supposes  it  seems,  have  heard  much  of  Mr.  Cole- 
thc  differences  of  human  intellect  to  be  ridge,  and  wish  to  meet  us  because  we 
the  mere  effect  of  organisation.  She  are  his  friends.  I  have  been  preparing 
begged  to  hear  m^  opinion.  I  attempt-  for  the  occasion.  I  crowd  cotton  into 
cd  to  carry  it  oflf  by  a  pun  upon  organ,  my  ears.  I  read  all  the  reviews  and 
but  that  went  off  very  flat  She  im-  magazines  of  tlie  past  month,  against 
mediately  conceived  a  very  low  opinion  the  dreaded  meeting,  and  I  hope  by 
of  niy  metaphysics;  and  turning  round  these  means  to  cut  a  tolerable  second- 
to  M!ary,  put  some  questions  to  her  in  rate  figure.*' 
French,  possibly  having  heard  that 
neither  Mary  nor  I  understood  French. 

The  explanation  that  took  place  occa-  u         ^j         u 

sioned  some  embarrassment  and  much        There  are  many   old  maids   who 

wondering.      She   then  fell  into  an  in-  might  have  made  excellent  wives,  who 

suiting    conversaUon    about   the   com-  y^t  find    their  best  place  in   single 

Si,"e™  la^ngu2^es,"and  ^othided  witll  ^^^  as  social  links  and  euHveners  of 

asserting  that  tlie  Saxon  was  esteemed  monotonous  circles.      These  are  the 

the  purest  dialect  in  Germany.     From  women  of  many  friends,   who  have 

thence  she  passed  into  the  subject  of  that  power   of   self -adaptation    that 

CM'"^ei?ernV''huSl^y^to^'  t^ey  ne.er    lose    their    fitness   for 

I    might    put    in    a    word    to    some  change  of  scene  and  habits,  and  can 

advantage,  seeing  that  it  was  my  own  grow  old  in  visits,  welcome  wherever 

trade  in  a  manner.    But  I  was  stopped  they  go.      Some  conditions  are,  in  li 

by    a   round   assertion  that   no    good  ^^^0^^  necessary  to  this  existence; 

^nrtime'  TTJ^s  th^e^'^/ctofe  ^ler^le  h^^lth^^and  activity,  free! 
suppressed  many  hopeful  geniuses  that  dom  from  oddities  of  person  or  man- 
way  by  the  severity  of  his  critical  ner,  quiet,  unobtrusive  cheerfulness, 
strictures  In  his  Lives  of  the  Poets.  I  und  few  scruples.  Tact,  of  course, 
here  ventured  to  question  the  fact,  and  .  ^„„^„4;«i  rl  j  #„«:i:fJ;  ^t  ■r.ii;^^ 
was  beginning  to  appeal  to  fuw^eH,  but  js  essential,  and  facdity  of  falling 
I  was  assured  that  *it  was  certainly  m to  new  ways,  and  mto  everybody  8 
the  case.*  Then  we  discussed  Miss  tastes  and  amusements.  The  visitor 
More's  book  on  education,  which  I  had  must  be  a  good  narrative- talker,  not 

never    read.      It    seems    Dr.     Gregory,  inven  tn  mnrh  Rn«ftiilfttion  on  motives 

another  of   Miss  B 's    friends,  had  pvenw mucn speculation onmoiive^^ 

found  fault  with  one  of  Miss  Morels  met-  ^'iicn    ni«Jes     people    formidable; 

aphors.     Miss  More  had  been  at  some  but,   far  above  all,   she  must  be  a 

pains    to    vindicate    herself  —  in    the  good    sympathetic    listener,    taking 

opinion  of  Miss    B— -,   not    without  Yn  the  thread  of  interests  she  finds 

success.     It   seems    the  doctor    is    In-  „^  x.  „  «„«a«^««*    a«>;i  <ii^/i;/*:/v.ici  ;*% 

variably  against  the  use  of  broken  or  "P  **»«  ascendant,  and  judicious  m 

mixed  metaphor,  which   he  reprobates  comment  and   suggestion.       in  ad- 

agoinst   tlie    authority    of    Shalcspeare  dition  to  all  this  it  is  well  for  her. 
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of  nothing  worse)  than  marry  a  man  I    sessed ;  but  self -possession  needs  in 
did  not  like*  ordinary  intercourse,  for  its  perfect 

I  would  rather  do  anything  than    ^^^^„j5^«  *k«  ^^,,wi«  «-v«««j^  ,«.«^*. 
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be  a  teacher  at  a  school,'  eafd  her  Bister,  expression,  the  double  consciousness 
'  /  have  been  at  school,  Emma,  and  of  self-respect  and  an  acknowledged 
know  what  a  life  th^  lead.  You  never  position.  Manner  is  a  complex  pro- 
have.     I  should  not  Uke  marrying  a  duct     As  old  Massey  says,   there 

^ISTTuflT  ro?  ^1Sc^tS?r/T«  are  two  8<»H«  of  opinion-the  opinion 

many  vciy  disagreeable  men ;   I  think  *  "Min  has  of  nunself,  and  the  Opinion 

I  could   like  anv  good-humoured   man  the  world  has  of  him.     The  wife  is 

with  a  comfortable  income.     I  suppose  at  one  with  the  world ;   she  feels 

wLT'^  ^"""""^^^  ^''''  ""^  ^  ^"^  ""    ^^^^  *  citiaeness,  a  transmitter  of 

"^""indeed  I  do  not  know.  My  con-  ^^^  traditions.  The  old  maid  knows 
duct  must  tell  you  how  I  have  been  herself  in  the  world's  eye  a  cipher 
brought  up.  i  am  no  judge  of  it  my-  — her  self-possession  wants  the 
^""^L  }  5;?^°"*  compare  my  aunt^s  world's  backing.  In  some  it  de- 
S^elk^JJ^n^^Jth^ei^"  ^^^  ^'   '^'    genei^.t^^  inrfelf -^sertior^^^^^ 

"'But  I  can  see  in  a  great  many  many  it  fails  altogether.  The  mar- 
things  that  vou  are  very  refined;  I  ried  woman  can  take  herself  for 
liavc  observed  it  ever  since  you  came  granted.  Society  interferes  with 
home ;  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be    ^j^  j  assurance  in  the  single 

for    your    happiness.      Penelope    will  V  »«o»«««mv«  •«  *««  otugi^ 

laugh  at  you  vCTy  much.' "  woman;    hence  the  hyeliness,   the 

allusions,  the  consciousness  of  some 

manners,  or,  in  fear  of  these  errors, 

This  is  what  education  and  a  more    the  self-restraint,  the  stiffness,  the 

refined   public   opinion    hare  done    conventional  rigidity.    A  good  man- 

for    women :    they   have    enlarged    ner   perfects   itself   towards    early 

their     perception    of    disagreeable    middle  life.      It  takes  its  highest 

men,  and  taught  them  to  prefer  their    polish  where  the  woman  has  a  fixed 

own  company  to  the  society  of  the    present  and  future^he  has  "set- 

▼ulgar,    Ul  -  tempered,   or    illiterate,    tied,"  in  homely  phrase.    But  what- 

They  do  not  lay  themselves  out  to    ever  a  woman's  own  state  of  feeling, 

please    such    men    as    indeed   the    no  woman  has  settled  in  the  world  s 

Penelopes  shown  up  by  the  frag-    eye  until  she  has  married,  or  is  past 

ment  will  always  do,  but  not  such    speculating  upon,  and  her  ways  are 

women  as  the  Elizabeth  who  utters    moulded  by  habit  into  the  form  they 

these  sentiments.     It  is  clearly  less    must  keep  to  the  end. 

intolerable  to  woman  to  be  an  old        Marriage  may  be  regarded  in  two 

maid  than  it  has  been;  the  single    aspects, — as  gaining  a  congenial  com - 

life  for  her  has  never  had  such  a    panion  for  life,  or  offering  a  basis  of 

^^good  time*'  as  now;  and  as  this    operations.    Holding  the  one  view,  a 

fact  becomes  patent,  certain  prevalent    woman  is  much  more  likely  to  end 

characteristics  open  to  unfavourable    her  life  single  than  in  the  other. 

criticism  may  become  modified,  soft-    There  is  much  to  be  said  for  both 

ened,  or  even  disappear  altogether,    views.     The  woman  who  feels  pow- 

The  time  may  even  come  when  you    ers  and  impulses  in  herself  that  a 

will  not  detect  an  old  maid  with  her    single  life  would  allow  no  field  for, 

gloves  on,  but  the  era  is  probably    does  not  deserve  our  censure  for  ac- 

far  distant    It  cannot  be  denied  that    cepting  what  she  holds  to  be  a  call 

marriage  so  far  is  a  finer  school  for    towards    the    duties   to  which  she 

manner  than  celibacy.     No  manner    feels  herself  bom,  though  she  has 

can  be  excellent  that  is  not  self-pos-    to  arrive  at  them  through  a  mcdi- 
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to  say  to  her  that  he  hopes  she  would  successful     in     mischief.      Emma 

be    pleased    with,    begins,    *^  Faith,  warmly  sympathises,  and  suggests 

Daphne,  Tm  in  love  with  thee,  and  some   benevolent  interpretations  of 

despise     thy    sister    immensely  I'*  the  unknown  Penelope's  conduct 
Daphne  laughs,   but    snaps  at  the 

proposal,  while  the  father  congratu-  " » Yon  do  not  know  Penelope.    There 

lates  himself  on  the  turn  of  affiurs,  b  nothing  she  would  not  do  to  get 

having  now  no    care    but    for    his  married.    She  would  as  good  as  toll  you 

beauty,  which  he  thought  he  could  «2  **?"''!?•    ^"^  °^*  ^l  ^^^  "1*  ^^ 

V          1    J.    A  u*    1  •               uT  Bccrcts  of  your  own;    take  wamiDe  by 

carry  to  market  at  his  leisure.      "  I  ^^^  ^o  not  trust  hcr\  she  has  her  gooi 

do  not  know  anythmg,''  the  author  qualities,   but    she   has    no    faith,  no 

good-naturedly    adds,     "  that     has  honour,  do  scruples,  if  she  can  promote 

pleased  me  so  much  a  great  while  ^®^  own  advantage.     I  wish  with  an 

«*.     ♦KJo     ^/^r.^,ioo4-     ^t    ^rr    f^i^^A  ™y  heart  she  ¥ras  well  married.     I  de- 

as    this     conquest    oi    my    friend  ^lare  I  had  rather  have  her  weU  mar- 

Daphnes.       In  tn^  fragment  of  a  ried  than  myself !  * 

story — "The  Watsons"— lately  pub-  "*Than  yourself!  yea,  I  can  suppose 

lished  in  *  The  Life  of  Jane  Austen,*  so.     A  heart  wounded  like  youra  can 

is  a  conversation  on  this  subject  be-  **^!^»lE^l''°H,'^^5"/7?„^^^^ 

J . .  .            !_•  V    •  j«    X  *Not  much  Indeea — ^but  you  know 

tween  two  sisters,  which  mdicates  ^e  must  marry.' 

the  advance  of  feeling,  the  awaken-  *«  'l  could  do  very  well  single  for  my 

ing  to  a  higher  sense  of  the  relation  own  part.* 

of  marriage  which  intellectual  pur-  J' '  ^  ^^^^^.  company  Mid  a  pleMMst 

ciiifc  ^I^  v..;n»:..»  «K^„f   ;«    &;»«  ball  now  and  then,  would  be   enough 

suits  were  bnngmg  about  m  Miss  ^^r  me,  if  one  couli  be  young  for  ew; 

Austens   own  day.      We  see    this  but  my  father  cannot  provide  for  vm, 

growing  nicety  at  once  through  the  and  it  is  very  bad  to  grow  old  and  be 

authoress  and  her  characters.      The  Ppor.?nd  laughed  at.    I  have  lost  Pur- 

passage  altogether    is    «    true    to  ^.^^  tlVTr^t  ?o"vV^l  i^:n£rS 

nature  as  happily  expressed,  as  dis-  refuse  a  man  because  he  was  not  Pur- 

tinctively  marked  by  her    peculiar  vis.     Not  that  I  can  ever  quite  foigive 

vein  as  anything  she  committed  to  Penelope.' 

publicity ;  but  something  in  it  shock-  ecnce  ""*  '^''''^  ^""^  ^^^  '"^  *^^ 

ed  her  sense  of  dignity  or  refinement 

She  would  not  let  a  woman  she  cared  t»      i          t:*!*    v    i_ 

for  commit  herself  to  the  sentiment  Penelope,   Ebzabeth   goes    on    to 

expressed.      It  was  true  to  life,  but  ^^  ^®'»  ^^  ^^^  troubles  too.      She 

she  did  not  care  to  betray  it      It  is  ^  supposed  to  be  trying  to  make  a 

where  the  older  sister,  who  person-  n"it«*^  »*  Chichester,   with  a    rich 

ates  the  lower  view  of  marriage,  re-  ^^^  ^'-  Harding,  but  she  keeps  her 

marks  upon  the  younger  girl's  refine-  ®^^  counsel,  saving,  truly  enoudi. 

ment  as  an  unfamiluir  quality  ac-  "  ^^  "^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^"®  brotL" 

quired  away  from  her  natural  home — 


hcpn  pnnf)Hino>  ♦«  ii*«n«»«'»  ♦k^  «rr.,«^n.<k«  She  must  have  too  masculine  and  bold 

S!!  Ho         -^^    ?   .^i^^^v}^"^®*'  a  temper.    To  be  so  bent  on  marriage, 

the   disappomtment  of  her  life.     A  to  pursue  a  man  merely  for  the  saked 

certain  Tom  Purvis  had  at  one  time  situation,  is  a  sort  of  tldng  that  shocks 

paid  her  great  attention,  tUi  the  arts  ™e;   I  cannot  understand  it     Poverty 

of  a  second  sister,   Penelope,    had  Is  f  great  evil ;  but  to  a  woman  of  edn- 

drivan  him  ff^w.  kl,     — J-T  *M   \^  catiou  ttud  fccllng  It  ought  not,  it  cen- 

dnven  him  from  her— arts  futile  as  ^ot  be  the  grcatwt.     I  would  nrthcrbe 

regards  the  treacherous  sister,  but  a  teacher  in  a  school  (and  I  can  think 
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of  nothing  worse)  than  marry  a  man  I  sessed ;  but  self-possession  needs  in 

^?i  ??^  !i^®*i J  --*v      A        _^vi      *i>  ordinary  intercourse,  for  its  perfect 

**  *  I  would  rather  do  anythincr  than  ^_  ^„  •  i.u  j  ui  • 
be  a  teacher  at  a  Bchool,'  said  her  sister,  expression,  the  double  consciousness 
*  /  have  been  at  school,  Emma,  and  of  self-respect  and  an  acknowledged 
know  what  a  life  they  lead.  You  never  position.  Manner  is  a  complex  pro- 
have.  I  should  not  like  marrying  a  duct  As  old  Massey  says,  there 
disagreeable  man  any  more  than  your-  ««^  i.-,^  *»,*-*o /** /v>;«;^r,  *k«  ™'«:^« 
»;^  but  I  do  not  think  there  are  ^^  ^^l  ^ortsot  opimon—the  opinion 
many  very  disagreeable  men  ;  I  think  *  "^'^  "^s  of  lumself,  and  the  opinion 
1  could  like  any  good-humoured  man  the  world  has  of  him.  The  wife  is 
with  a  comfortable  income.     I  suppose  at  one  with   the  world ;    she  feels 

wL^'*  ^'"''''^^^  ^''''  ""^  ^  ^^          ""  1^®^^  .*.  «tiaenesfl,  a  transmitter  of 

**  *  Indeed  I  do  not  know.    My  con-  '^^  traditions.     The  old  maid  knows 

duct  must  tell  you  how  I  have  been  herself  in  the  world's  eye  a  cipher 

brought  up.    i  am  no  judge  of  it  my-  — her    self-possession    wants    the 

*^l£u  A^  u^i?""**  compare  my  aunt^s  world's  backing.  In  some  it  de- 
method  with  any  other  person^s,  be-  ,^„^^f^„  i^x^  o^i* —aA-w^,*  ««^  i^ 
cause  I  know  no, bther.'      ^  generates  into  self-assertion^  and  Ih 

** '  But  I  can  see  in  a  great  many  many  it  fails  altogether.  The  mar- 
things  that  vou  are  very  refined ;  I  ried  woman  can  take  herself  for 
have  observed  it  ever  since  you  came  granted.  Society  interferes  with 
home ;  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  ^^^  ^f  assurance  in  the  single 
for  your  happiness.  Penelope  will  {i  •««»**«j"^«  *"  •"«  Dtutiv 
hmghatyouvoymuch.'"  woman;    hence  the  liveliness,   the 

allusions,  the  consciousness  of  some 
manners,  or,  in  fear  of  these  errors. 

This  is  what  education  and  a  more  the  self-restriunt,  the  stiffness,  the 

refined    public    opinion    hare  done  conventional  rigidity.     A  good  man- 

for    women :     they    have    enlarged  ner   perfects   itself   towards    early 

their     perception    of    disagreeable  middle  life.      It  takes  its  highest 

mem,  and  taught  them  to  prefer  their  polish  where  the  woman  has  a  fixed 

own  company  to  the  society  of  the  present  and  future^he  has  *^set- 

Tulgar,    ill  -  tempered,   or    illiterate,  tied,*'  in  homely  phrase.     But  what- 

They  do  not  lay  themselves  out  to  ever  a  woman's  own  state  of  feeling, 

please    such    men    as    indeed    the  no  woman  has  settled  in  the  world's 

Penelopes  shown  up  by  the  frag-  eye  until  she  has  married,  or  is  past 

ment  will  always  do,  but  not  such  speculating  upon,  and  her  ways  are 

women  as  the  Elizabeth  who  utters  moulded  by  habit  into  the  form  they 

these  sentiments.     It  is  clearly  less  must  keep  to  the  end. 

intolerable  to  woman  to  be  an  old  Marriage  may  be  regarded  in  two 

maid  than  it  has  been;   the  single  aspects, — as  gaining  a  congenial  com - 

life  for  her  has  never  had  such  a  panion  for  life,  or  offering  a  basis  of 

*'  good  time"  as  now ;  and  as  this  operations.    Holding  the  one  view,  a 

fact  becomes  patent,  certain  prevalent  woman  is  much  more  likely  to  end 

<diaracteristics  open  to  unfavourable  her  life  single  than  in  the  other, 

criticism  may  become  modified,  soft-  There  is  much  to  be  said  for  both 

ened,  or  even  disappear  altogether,  views.     The  woman  who  feels  pow- 

The  time  may  even  come  when  you  ers  and  impulses  in  herself  that  a 

will  not  detect  an  old  maid  with  her  single  life  would  allow  no  field  for, 

gloves  on,  but  the  era  is  probably  does  not  deserve  our  censure  for  ac- 

far  distant    It  cannot  be  denied  that  cepting  what  she  holds  to  be  a  call 

marriage  so  far  is  a  finer  school  for  towards    the    duties   to  which  she 

manner  than  celibacy.     No  manner  feels  herself  bom,  though  she  has 

can  be  excellent  that  is  not  self-pos-  to  arrive  at  them  through  a  mcdi- 
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um  accepted  as  such,  rather  than  as  rted  compeers,  and  sees  what  the  gay 
oJQTered  as  a  perfect  marriage  of  two  husbands  of  their  youth  have  turned 
minds.  A  woman  may  accept  a  into  under  the  attrition  of  years — 
worthy  man  for  a  husband  though  sees  them  in  all  the  helplessness, 
she  is  not  in  lore  with  him.  The  peeyishness,  and  exacting  discontent 
Bible  nowhere  bids  her  look  about,  of  unwelcome,  unlovely  old  age. 
or  even  wait,  for  the  best  man.  It  She  speculates  perhaps  on  the  short- 
asserts  principles,  and  leaves  them  lived  nature  of  attraction.  Two 
to  operate ;  but  it  r^ards  marriage  young  people  meet,  bright,  youth- 
under  what  we  will  call  the  sensible  ful,  debonair  ;  a  sense  of  fitness 
view — that  which  consolidates  states  strikes  not  head  but  fancy.  If  they 
and  families.  Sentiment  is  left  to  are  thrown  much  together,  the  fancy 
evolve  itself  gradually  as  man  ad-  matures  into  a  liking  from  mere  pro- 
vances  in  refinement  Of  these  two  pinquity ;  and  so  these  people,  with 
classes  of  women,  the  one  that  mar-  little  really  in  common,  have  come 
Ties  respectably  is  called  by  the  con-  to  pass  their  lives  together,  and  are 
sent  of  mankind  fortunate ;  the  one  now  wearing  them  out  in  contact 
that  misses  her  ideal,  or  from  any  rather  than  agreement.  She  recalls, 
cause  remains  unchosen,  is  assumed  perhaps,  similar  encounters  in  her 
*^  the  less  fortunate  of  her  sex.^'  youth  to  which  circumstance  and 
Nor  is  the  epithet  misapplied,  as  occasion  did  not  lend  their  aid. 
certainly  she  is  endowed  with  fewer  Chance  brings  before  her  some  tran- 
of  the  gifts  of  fortune  than  her  wed-  sient  fancy  of  her  girlhood,  and  she 
ded  sister.  But  this  difference  is  shudders  to  think  what  mieht 
one  apt  very  sensibly  to  diminish  have  been  !  Compensation,  that 
with  years.  Whatever  the  advan-  neat  harmoniser  of  lots,  and  recti- 
tages  of  the  bride,  the  balance  of  the  ner  of  fortune^ s  caprices,  has  no 
account  may  very  likely  be  on  the  wider  field,  no  greater  triumphF, 
other  side  at  fifty  or  three*  score,  than  in  equalising  the  amount  of 
Many  an  old  maid  blesses  her  lot  as  happiness  m  the  two  states  of  life 
she  compares  it  with  that  of  her  mar-  we  have  been  discussing. 
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A  PRECARIOUS  EXISTENCE. 

That  tho  Ministry  should  be  able    but  too  much  the  custom  of  human 
to  keep  their  battered  craft  afloat  at    nature    to    find    something    in    the 
all,  after  so  many  disasters,  is  proof   condition   of  others  which  may  be 
that    the    political   situation  is   ex-    thought  too  easy,  .or  too  profitabie, 
ceptional.      Government  is  not  cer-    or    too    honourable    for  them.       It 
tain    of   support    on    any    question    seems  entirely  reasonable  that  our 
wliatever.     It  does  not  know  how    neighbour  should  be  a  little  circum- 
to  gauge  the  disposition  of  its  no-    scribed  in  his  gains,  his  enjoyments, 
minal    supporters,    and  often    finds    or  the  advantages  of  his  position, 
itself    suddenly    and    unexpectedly    It  will  do  him  good,  poor  man,  to 
deserted.      The  progress  of  business    take  him  down  a  little ;  and  if  this 
has    been    lamentably  slow.      And    can  be  done  under  shelter  of  the 
yet  the  helpless  rulers  arc  able  to    law,  every  one  must  see  how  just 
retain   office,   presenting  a   problem    and  proper  it  is  to  d6  it     So,  when 
not  to  be  solved  in  very  few  words,    we  hear  that  the  spoiler-general   is 
They,     of   course,    will    keep   their    taking  account  of  our    neighbour's 
places    as    long    as    they   can,   un-    emoluments,  habits,   &c.,  we  recog- 
abashed  by  the  mistrusts  with  which    nise  a  course  which  we  had  long 
they  are  regarded ;  and  the  cxplana-    foreseen  to  be  inevitable.      Neither 
tion  of  their  continuance  must  be    are  we  much  startled  when  we  hear 
looked    for   in    the    dispositions    of   that  another  neighbour,  and  another, 
others.      The  Opposition,  as  is  well    and  another,  is  to  be  weighed  and 
known,  is  not  eager  for  office,  does    pinched  to  see  haw  fikt  he  is;  they 
not  press  the  Ministry,  and  leaves    really  could  not  expect  that  things 
to  it  the  task  of  destroying  itself,    could  go  on  much  longer  as  they 
which,  considering  the  strength  with    had  been  going  for  some  time  past, 
which    it   was   weighted    when     it    and  the  spoiler-general  would  have 
came   into  office,  it   can   hardly  do    been  greatly  to    blame  if  he    had 
much  faster  than  it  is  doing.     But    shut  his  eyes  to   what    had    been 
the  manner  in  which    the    Liberal    apparent  to  us,  alas  I  only  too  long, 
party    manifests    its    dissatisfaction    One  fine  day,  however,  we  hear  that 
with    the    Government    by    sudden    we  ourselves  are  to  be  put  into  the 
outbreaks  of  rebellion,  but  without    scale,  and  of  course  our  first  inclina- 
a  steady  endeavour  to  subvert  it,  is    tion  is  to  laugh  at  a  thing  so  absurd, 
the    peculiar    feature    of   the    case.    Everybody  knows  how  overworked 
There  is  no  open  marshalling  of  a    and  underpaid  we  are,  under  what 
Liberal   force  against  it ;  but  some-    disabilities  we  labour,  and,  in  short, 
how  majorities  are  given  to  the  Op-    not   to    mince    matters,    everybody 
sition      fitfully,      the     Government   agrees  that  our  deserts  entitle  us  to 
being    ostentatiously    supported    in    very  much  more  than  we  receive, 
the    intervals    between    them.      To    The  spoiler-general — pshaw !  stuff ! ! 
explain  this  it  is  necessary  to  look    Besides,    haven't  we    always   given 
not  only  at  the  mistakes  and  wilful-    him   our  hearty  and  powerful   sup- 
ness  which  have  rendered  some  of  port  when  he  was  down  upon  our 
the  defeats  inevitable,   but  also   at    neighbours,   and   so   established  an 
the  way  in  which  systems  of  gene-    irresistible  claim  upon  his   forbear* 
ral   spoliation  and  disturbance  can-    ance  ? — pshaw !  stuff!  I  we  say  again, 
not  fail  to  operate.      It  is,  we  fear.    But  once  more  we  hear  that  we  are 
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to  be  weighed;  and  again  we  hear  content  to  forego  our  just  and  equit- 

it,  and  again.      What  can  make  peo-  able  strictures   on   our  neighbour's 

pic  say  so?      There  cannot  be  the  condition,  and  to  let  him  (much  as 

least  truth  in  it.      There  is,  though,  we  disapprove  such  a  course)  enjoy 

for  we  get  a  mysterious  hint  from  his  goods  in  peace ;  while  ho,  on  his 

the  spoiler-general  himself.      Why,  part,  withdraws  his  nefarious  designs 

what  can  it  mean  ?      The  man  must  and  imputations  from  us.     We  b^in 

be  stark  mad !      We  took  him  for  a  to  warm  to  one  another,  and  to  rake 

sensible,  discriminating  fellow,  and  up  old  exploded  fancies  about  ^^  live 

a  man  with  some  sense  of  gratitude,  and  let  live,"  and  **  do  to  others  as 

but  this— well  it  is  high  time  for  you  would  have  them  do  to  you" — 

people  to   look  about    them.      We  childish  resources,  no  doubt,  but  a 

seek    out   our  quondam  friend  the  man  docs  get  soft  when  people  are 

spoiler-general,    remonstrate     with,  so    unreasonably  harsh  with   him  t 

upbraid,  revile    him ;    and   we    are  Well,    never    mind    that :    perhaps 

answered  with  many  words  of  doubt-  there  are  now  enough  of  us  to  make 

ful  import,  one  signification  of  which  the  spoiler-general  feel  our  power ; 

seems  to  be  that  some  good-natured  if  so,  there  is  the  delicious  prospect 

neighbour  has  been  absurdly  show-  of  revenge.     We  will  turn  upon  him, 

ing  us  to  him  in  much   the  same  denounce  him ;  but  soft— our  profes- 

light      in    which    we     (and    with  sions  of  faith  in  him,  and  allegiance 

justice)    had    been    accustomed    to  to  him,  thex^*s  the  rub.     We  have 

show    him    our    neighboure.       We  all  been  so  loud  and  demonstrative 

blow  off  much   steam   in  exclama-  in  praising  and  supporting  him  thst 

tions,  threats,  and  citations  of  heaven  we  may  damage  ouraelves  more  than 

and  earth  to  witness  the  wickedness  ever  by  a  bare&oed  wheel,  without 

that  is  contemplated ;  but  neverthe-  at  all  diminishing  our  danger.      And 

less  the  injury  begins  to  take  shape,  then  a  thought  strikes  the  whole  of 

and    it    is    simply  astonishing  and  us  together  as  it  were.     '^Suppose 

maddening  to  observe  how  quietly  we  make  no  open  show  or  profession 

people  allow  this  foul  robbery  to  go  of  resistance  at  all,  and  say  nothing 

on.      We  get  no  relief  from  our  fears  about  the  intensity  with  which  we 

as  time  rolls  along;  and,  by-and-bv,  wish  him  at  Jericho,  or  any  other 

we  find  ourselves   uttering  exactly  locality;    nay,  suppose  we  still   sit 

the  same  complaints,  using  the  same  among    his  admirers    and    backers, 

words  in  fact  which,  with  so  much  Then,  if  on  some  indifferent  subject, 

impatience,  we  had  heard  our  neigh-  such  as  a  local  taxation  question,  an 

hours  use  a  hundred  times.   Notwith-  education  measure,  or  a  clause  of  a 

standing  the  immense  dissimilarity  ballot  scheme,  we  treat  him  to  a  quiet 

between  their   cases  and   ours,  we  stab,  we  may  give  him  his  quietuiy 

find  that  we  have  all  got  somehow  enjoy  our  revenge,  and  put  a  stop  to 

into  the  same  boat,  as  they  say ;  and,  robbery  without  exhibiting  any  ani- 

however  wo  may   differ  as  to   the  mus  at  all." 

merits  of  the  respective  cases,  we  all  Now  the  above  illustrates  the 
join  in  condemning  the  spoiler-  frame  of  mind  into  which  we  con* 
general.  It  is  soon  evident  that  the  ceive  a  large  number  of  the  Minis- 
despoiled  and  threatened  may  be  terial  party  to  have  been  driven, 
able  to  help  each  other  if  they  make  Mr.  Gladstone  has  acted  as  a  sort  of 
common  cause ;  and  indeed  that  agent,  whose  business  consisted  in 
seems  to  be  about  the  only  course  listening  to  everybody's  represent** 
open,  so  there  is  no  choice  but  a  tions  against  everybody,  and  in 
compact     We,  on  our  part,  must  be  causing  everybody,  by  his  dark  say* 
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ings,  to  dread  the  loss  of  every  thing,  hesitates,  and  makes  no  secret  of  his 
His  party  are  barred  from  open  hos-  hesitation,  being  free  for  the  time 
tility  by  the  pledges  which  they  to  decide  either  way.  But  at  last 
have  given,  and  the  professions  he  decides,  takes  his  line,  makes  an 
which  they  have  made ;  but  the  open  profession  of  faith,  and  so  un- 
necessities  of  the  case  prescribe  a  mistakably  hoists  his  colours  that  it 
littie  quiet  rattening,  and  so  he  is  is  morally  impossible  for  him  to  de- 
beaten  occasionally,  and  we  see  him  sert  them ;  that  is  to  say,  his  con- 
puzzled  to  discover  whence  the  blows  sistency  and  firmness  are  known  to 
can  come,  while  he  stands  surround-  be  such,  and  his  character  for  sin- 
ed  by  a  phalanx  of  devoted  friends,  cerity  is  so  high,  that  he  may  be 
As  from  a  hawk  in  difficulties,  the  relied  on  not  to  waver  now  that  he 
sparrows  pluck  a  feather  from  him  has  made  his  choice ;  and  so  abso- 
whenever  they  get  a  chance  of  lutely  has  he  bound  himself  in  a 
doing  so  without  attracting  much  moral  sense,  that  he  may  be  com- 
observation ;  and  though  they  may  pared  to  those  who,  having  burnt 
never,  perhaps,  set  themselves  a-  their  boats  after  landing  on  a  foreign 
gainst  him  in  undissembling  array,  strand,  have  made  retreat  from 
they  will  wheel  and  swoop  over  him  thence  a  physical  impossibility.  But 
vrith  much  ouiet  delight,  when  at  it  will  be  observed  that  the  force  of 
length  they  shall  have  pecked  him  the  metaphor  in  this  case  is  derived 
to  death.  from  the  strength  of  mind  and  the 
It  would  seem,  moreover,  that  known  loyalty  of  the  person  to 
Mr.  Gladstone,  great  as  is  his  zeal  in  whom  it  is  applied.  It  rests  on 
destroying,  has  never  been  accepted  character.  The  person  '  supposed 
by  the  destructive  party  as  a  thor-  can  no  more  break  his  word,  or  re- 
oughly  naturalised  Radical.  There  cant  his  deliberately  adopted  opin- 
ig  something  about  him  which  to  iohs,  than  a  man  without  a  vessel 
their  practised  eyes  shows  him  not  can  embark  on  the  ocean.  But 
to  be  of  the  true  breed,  and  to  the  what  force  can  there  be  in  the  ex- 
end  of  his  present  convictions,  per-  pression  "  burnt  his  boats,"  when  it 
haps,  he  may  never  be  received  as  is  applied  to  the  acts  of  a  man 
other  than  a  suspected  agent,  who  known  to  be  fickle,  and  capable  of 
may  desert  at  some  important  mo-  the  very  greatest  degree  of  tergiver- 
ment  It  is  true  that  one  of  the  sataon?  What  are  Mr.  Gladstone's 
flourishes  used  by  Mr.  Gladstone  boats  ?  What  is  there  now  to  bind 
when  he  joined  hands  with  Mr.  him  irrevocably  to  Radicalism  which 
Bright  and  proclaimed  a  thorough  there  was  not  before  to  bind  him  to 
Radical  policy,  was  that  he  had  Conservatism?  And  yet  he  apos- 
**  burned  his  boats ;"  the  meaning,  tatised  from  Conservatism ;  what 
we  presume,  being  that  he  had  assurance  have  we  that  ho  may  not 
frankly  and  unequivocally  adopted  in  the  same  way,  wlien  it  suits  him, 
certain  principles  from  which  it  was  apostatise  from  Radicalism  ?  In 
morally  impossible  that  he  could  re-  what  way  is  he  bound :  how  can 
cede.  This  from  the  months  of  he  burn  his  boats  ?  There  are  some 
some  men  might  have  a  meaning,  strong  symptoms  that  arguments 
but  it  had  no  meaning  coming  from  like  these  occur  to  the  extreme  Radi- 
Mr.  Gladstone's  mouth.  A  man  who  cal  party,  who  do  not  feel  sure  that 
is  known  to  be  of  stable  mind  and  Mr.  Gladstone  is  working  wholly  in 
thoroughly  to  be  relied  on,  may  for  their  interests,  and  who  know  there 
a  time  hesitate  as  to  which  side  he  is  a  risk  of  his  some  day  giving 
will  take  on  certain  questions.      He  them  the  slip. 
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•*  For  treason  is  bnt  trusted  like  the  fox :  a    Government    with   which    a  low 

Who,  ne'er   so  tame,   to   cherished,  and  expenditure    should    be    the   para- 

Will^aTe  a^wlld  trick  of  his  ancestors."  mount  consideration.     (Mr.   Vernon 

Harcourt,  in  the  winter,  threw  light 
Part  of  their  distrust  is  owing,  no  upon  the  expectations  of  this  partj 
doubt,  to  the  impossibility  of  Mr.  when  he  proposed  that  the  expenses 
Gladstone,  or  of  any  rational  man,  /  of  Government  should  be  arbitrarily 
fulfilling  the  expectations  which  fixed  at  a  certain  sum,  and  the 
had  been  raised  by  the  boasting  and  wants  of  Government  be  supplied 
promising  in  1868.  The  error  was  ther^rom  as  best  they  might) 
in  making  the  promises,  not  in  Now,  although  the  hook  may  have 
being  unable  to  fulfil  them.  And  been  cleverly  baited  for  procuring 
this  error  arose  in  great  measure  votes  and  obtaining  office,  it  was 
from  ignorance  and  presumption ;  inevitable  that  the  trick  should  be 
but  we  cannot  wholly  account  for  discovered,  to  the  disgust  of  both 
it  even  in  this  wajr.  For  instance,  parties :  so  this  short-sighted  pollcv 
there  is  a  party  in  the  State  to  — which  we  cannot  acquit  Mr.  Glad- 
whom  mere  reduction  of  public  ex-  stone  of  having  deliberately  ado^t- 
penditure  is  always  grateful.  It  ed,  though  he  knew  it  to  be  deceit- 
does  not  matter  to  them  what  future  ful — is  now  bearing  fruit  in  the 
evils  we  may  expose  ourselves  to,  snarlings  and  occasional  snaps  of 
nor  whether  the  mischief  is  to  occur  the  disappointed  sections.  These 
ten,  or  five  years,  or  one  year  hence,  men  feel  that  they  have  been  de- 
They  like  to  save  for  saving* s  sake,  ceived  ;  and  although  the  advocates 
regardless  of  consequences.  Now  of  a  fixed  low  expenditure  have  no 
Mr.  Gladstone,  green  as  he  was  and  hope  that  they  may  gain  what  they 
is  in  the  things  of  the  world,  had  desire  by  a  change  of  Ministry,  yet 
at  any  rate  known  a  minister's  re-  they  cannot  refrain  from  venting 
sponsibility,  and  must  have  been  their  chagrin  on  tibose  who  have 
well  aware  that  to  satisfy  the  expec-  taken  them  in. 
tations  of  this  party  was  out  of  the  We  may  add  to  these  malcon- 
question.  He  never  said,  it  is  true,  tents  the  men  who  have  deceived 
that  he  would  pursue  economy  re-  themselves  by  a  false  estimate  of 
gardless  of  every  other  considera-  the  abilities  of  the  present  Govern - 
tion ;  but  he  undertook  to  produce  ment  This  is  not  a  failure  to  be 
efficiency  with  economy,  which  was  laid  at  the  door  of  Ministers  them- 
an  equally  chimerical  promise,  and  selves ;  because  it  is  only  natural 
which  had  the  effect  of  temporarily  for  men  to  exhibit  themselves  in  the 
gaining  him  support  from  two  par-  best  possible  light.  They  managed, 
ties,  both  of  whom  were  sure  to  be  no  doubt,  to  persuade  many  men 
disappointed  and  angry  before  long,  who  were  above  being  caught  by 
Those  who  desired  efficiency,  know-  specious  cries,  that  they  really  pos- 
ing that  it  must  be  expensive,  flat-  sessed  the  qualities  necessary  for 
tered  themselves,  probably,  that  the  vigorous  and  successful  govOTD- 
new  Government,  once  in  power,  ment.  These  men,  besides  being 
would  feel  committed  to  the  effici-  dissatisfied  on  public  grounds,  have 
ency,  at  any  rate,  and  would  soon  the  mortification  of  feeling  that  the 
forget  about  economy.  The  econo-  Ministers*  failure  is  an  imputation 
mists,  on  the  other  hand,  plainly  on  their  own  judgment ;  and  this 
beUeved  that  efficiency  was  Uirown  naturally  does  not  tend  to  make 
in  only  as  a  sop  to  another  section,  them  over  indulgent  to  the  blun- 
and  that  they  were  going  to  have  ders  and  neglects.     They,  however, 
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deceived  themselves,  or  were  ready  If,  however,  the  work  of  tlie  Legis- 
to  be  deceived ;   and  to  turn  round  lature  be  not  likely  to  aid  much  in 
upon  the  persons  who  have  disap-  promoting  purity  of  election,  the  late 
pointed  them,  would  bo  to  discredit  decision  of  an    Irish  judge  cannot 
their  own   recent  words    and  acts,  fail  of  an  improving  effect     It  is  a 
They  therefore,  as  yet,  yield  a  sullen  happy  coincidence  that  the  county 
general  support  to  the  Government,  Galway  election  petition  should  have 
relieving  their    feelings   by  an    oc-  been  heard  and  decided  during  the 
casional  vicious  thrust  passage  of  the  Ballot  Bill  through 
And    so,    between    beatings    and  Parliament       Thinking     men     can 
revivals,   our  Ministers  contrive  so  scarcely  fail  to  remark,  that  we  have 
fhr  to  drag  along  a  not  very  dignified  with  great  ingenuity  been  labouring 
existence.     And  their  struggles  for  to  remove  molehills  on  this  side  of 
life  may  be  said  to  have  constituted  8t  George's  Channel,  while  on  the 
the  sum  of  home  politics  up  to  the  other  side  mountains  have  been  left 
middle  of  June ;    for  at  that  time  to    block    the    course    of    freedom, 
the  work  which  ought  to  have  been  Surely  some  of  the  zeal  which  has 
done,    but    which    had    been    left  been  so  urgent  to  make  the  English 
undone,    because    the    Government  freeman    vote    in    darkness,    might 
was  weak,  and  always  in  hot  water,  have  been  more  profitably  employed 
was  prodigious.     The  estimates  and  in  dispelling  some  of  the  darkness 
supplies  seemed  to  have  gone  clean  which,  has  overhung  Irish  election- 
out   of   recollection.      The  loan  for  eering,   and  in   checking  the    mon- 
buying    and    building    Militia    Bar-  strous  iniquity  that  has  been  perpe- 
racks,  in  order  that  the  new  system  trated  under  cover  of  it.     The  exist- 
of   localising    the    Army  might  be  ence  of  such  iniquity  was  notorious ; 
carried  out,  the  Public  Health  Bill,  but    it    could   not    successfully    be 
Mines     Regulation     Bill,      Corrupt  dealt  with,  because  the  Liberals,  the 
Practices  at  Elections  Bill,  were  all  very  party  that  was  so  solicitous  for 
still  waiting,  and  the  possibility  of  English  purity,  discouraged  all   at- 
their  all  being  this  year  passed  into  tempts  to  suppress  priestly  tyranny 
Acts  had  already  disappeared.     The  — and  why  ?  because  an  unrighteous 
weak  and  useless  Ballot  Bill,  which  and  unnatural  alliance  has  for  long 
might  well    have    been    postponed,  existed  between  the    Liberal  party 
had  been,  with  much  labour,  worked  and  the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood, 
through  the  Commons;    the  Royal  and    because    priestly    intimidation 
Parks  and  Gardens  Bill,  as  revised  generally  operated  so  as  to    bring 
by  Mr.  Guedalla,  had  been  passed  support  to  the  Liberal  party  in  the 
by  both  Houses ;   and  one  or  two  House  of  Commons.     It  is   to  the 
other  measures  of  minor  importance  courageous  impartiality  of  Mr.  Jus- 
had  become  law.      But  there    had  tice  Keogh  that  we  are  indebted  for 
really  been  no  legislation  of  moment  first  showing  to  us  that  this  mighty 
The    management    of    the     House  evil   is    tangible.      The   proceedings 
of  Commons  had  been  confessedly  in  his  court  must,  if  fairly  consider- 
bad  ;    and    equally    bad    was    tlie  ed,  force   the   conviction   that  in    a 
choice  of   measures  for  priority  of  majority  of  cases  Irish  members  are 
consideration.      The   Public    Health  not  returned  by  the  free  voices  of 
Bill,   which    is    of    consequence    to  the  electors ;  and  that  many  of  the 
everybody,  and  the    necessary  pro-  constituencies  are  neither  more  nor 
vision  for  the  Army,  were  postponed  less  than    instruments  with   which 
in  favour  of  the  Ballot  Bill,   which  priestcraft  achieves  its  political  ends, 
nobody  wanted.  As  long  as  the  priests  can  pack,  the 
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House    of     Commons    with     their  naked  to  the  demoniacal  arts  of  the 
agents,  what  a  farce  is  it  to  talk  priest?     The  ballot,   be   it  remem- 
about  a  Parliament  that  shall  repre-  bered,  will  afford  no  defence  against 
sent  the  true  and  independent  senti-  these    arts.     It    may    protect    fVotn 
racnt  of  the  three  kingdoms !     Now,  temporal  vindictiveness,  but  will  be 
if  it  be  not  an  established  fact,  it  is  no  safeguard  against  spiritual  retri- 
a  widely  received  opinion,  that  a  com-  bution.     One  of  the  reverend  com- 
pact exists  between  Mr.  Gladstone's  minators,  by  the  way,  seems  to  pro- 
Government  and    the    Irish  priest-  pose  to  use  an  admixture  of  tem- 
hood.     If  there  be  such  a  compact,  poral  and  spiritual  apprehensions,  as 
we  see  now  one  of  the  springs  from  means  of  binding  his  victims  to  his 
which   Mr.   Gladstone's  majority  in  purpose.      Independently     of     the 
the  Commons  has  proceeded.    Grant-  awful  penalty  at  long  dale  which  is 
ing  that  there  is  a  compact  expressed  to  be  incurred  by  voting  in  opposi- 
or  understood,  the  majority  has  been  tion  to  clerical  dictation,  he  proposes 
in  great  measure   owing  to  outrage-  to  use  the  confessional  as  a  means 
ous  conduct,  such  as  the  evidence  of  ascertaining  speedily   how  each 
given  before  Mr.  Justice  Keogh,  and  man  may  have  voted ;  and  this,  we 
the  bold  decision  of  that  judge,  have  may  be  sure,  means  that  any  offender 
brought  to  light     Intimidation  and  is  to  be  denounced  and  punished  in 
coercion  of  the  most  infamous  kind,  this  present  world, 
bodily  harm,  bodily  fear,  withdrawal        The  names  and   standing  in  the 
of  religious  offices  fiom   the  sound  Church  of  the  persons  reported  by 
and  sick,  cursings,  and  the  prospect  the  judge,  warrant  us  in  assuming 
of   spiritual   ruin — these  have  been  that  this  has   been  no  exceptional 
the  means  used  in  the  county  (h\-  case  referable  to  local  bigotry  or  in- 
way ;    and  we  may  fairly  conclude  tolerance,  but  that  it  is  an  organised 
ithat    they    have    been    unsparingly  conspiracy,  aspiring  to  control  the 
tused  in  other  counties  and  boroughs.  Legislature  itself  by  abuse  of  spirit- 
(In  the  Gal  way  case,  an  archbishop,  ual  influence  and  resort  to  nefarious 
'two    bishops,    and    fifty    or    sixty  devices.      It  is  remarkable   that  at 
>priests  conspired  to  procure,  by  the  the  ecclesiastical  meeting  held  under 
abere  illegal  and  cruel  means,  the  the  presidency  of  Cardinal    Cullen, 
ireturn  of   their  adopted   candidate,  as  a  demonstration  by  way  of  answer 
This  is  the  sort  of  influence  against  to  the  judgo*s  accusation,  little  at- 
•which   an    ignorant  elector   has    to  tempt  was  made   to  exculpate  the 
shield  himself  if  he  can.     When  the  bishops  and  clergy  ;  the  key-note  of 
same  elector  makes  a  bargain  for  the  the  meeting  was,   **  How  shall  this 
lease  of  land,  so  tenderly  does  the  daring  judge  be  punished?"    as   if 
ilaw  commiserate  his  simplicity,  and  the  idea  of  punishment  overtaking 
Tthe  .advantage  which  his  tyrannical  the    right    reverend    and    reverena 
•landlord  possesses  over  him,  that  it  transgressors  was  quite  out  of  the 
Htops  in   to  defend  him    from    the  question.       And     this     impudence 
.'legitimate  penalties  of  his  own  open  may  have  been   politic,  for  no  one 
.and    deliberately  accepted    bargain,  doubts  that  in  their  generation  these 
^making  the  enforcement  of  the  cove-  children  of  darkness  are  wise  enough. 
•  nant  penal  on   the  landlord.     Can  It  is  to  be  hoped,  though,  that  im- 
'thc  law  do  nothing  to  shelter  him  pudence  will    not  serve  their  turn 
'from  this  crushing  spiritual  tyranny  this  time,  and  that  conviction  will 
•which   walks    in    daylight?    Is  the  be  brought  home  to  every  one  of  the 
.law  to  be  his  dry-nurse,  as  it  were,  guilty,   great  and    small.      Nothing 
.-against  the  wiles  and  the  power  of  short  of  this,  we  fancy,  will  sati^Qf 
the  landlord,  and  yet  to  leave  him  the  people  of  this  counUy. 
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But  these  scandalous  transactions  ist,  he  has  been  true  to  his  duty 
may  be  looked  upon  in  another  and  honour  in  denouncing  them  with 
light  besides  as  acts  destroying  all  his  eloquence, 
parity  of  election.  They  are  the  Ministers  appear  disposed  to  stifle 
practices  of  those  for  whose  gratifl-  debate  on  the  report  of  the  Megsera 
cation  no  sacrifice  has  been  thought  Commission ;  but  we  trust  that  it 
too  great  by  our  present  rulers,  will  take  place  in  spite  of  them. 
These  are  the  men  who  were  to  be  The  loss  of  the  Megsera  and  other 
propitiated  by  the  destruction  of  disasters  ought  to  be  sifled  to  the 
the  Protestant  Church  in  Ireland,  bottom.  The  parsimony  of  the  Ad- 
It  was  for  them  (for  what  need  is  miralty  is  once  more  likely  to  be 
there  to  speak  of  their  poor  tools  condemned  by  the  public  voice  as 
the  voters  ?)  it  was  for  them,  to  soothe  the  cause  of  all  of  them ;  for,  since 
their  envy,  and  to  minister  to  their  the  replies  given  by  Mr.  Goschen  and 
vengeance,  that  the  Church  of  Eng-  others  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Umd  was  shorn  of  its  chief  branch.  Lord  Clarence  Paget  has  reiterated 
The  reward  which  their  turbulence  his  former  remarks  in  a  pamphlet,* 
and  agitation  procured  for  them  was  which  goes  more  closely  into  the 
not  likely  to  damp  their  efforts  in  subject  than  his  letters  to  the '  Times.* 
the  same  direction ;  and  the  immense  The  argument  of  it  tends  to  prove 
concession  which,  as  we  were  told,  that  the  instructions  of  the  Admir- 
was  to  tranquillise  Ireland,  was  cal-  alty  so  rigidly  insisted  upon  the 
ciliated  to  produce  a  directly  op-  saving  of  coal,  although  they  did 
posite  result,  as  is  proved  by  the  not  expressly  prohibit  the  use  of  it 
events  in  Galway  which  we  are  dis-  on  all  occasions,  that  there  is  every 
cassing.  Is  the  sophistry  of  Mr.  reason  to  fear  that  captains  may,  in 
Gladstone,  or  the  finger  of  Mr.  Jus-  deference  to  these  instructions,  have 
tice  Keogb,  the  more  likely  to  indi-  refrained  from  steaming  even  at 
cate  where  the  Upas-tree  really  is,  times  when  their  judgments  told 
and  what  it  is  that  should  have  them  that  steam  ought  to  be  used. 
been  cut  down  ?  To  sacrifice  the  Whether  the  use  of  steam  would 
Protestant  Church  was  to  dig  about  have  saved  the  Agincourt,  the  Lord 
mod  nourish  the  poison-tree.  Clyde,  and  others  from  grounding, 

We  need  not  inform  our  readers  and  whether  it  would   have   saved 

that  we  do  not  make   use  of  the  the  ill-fated  Captain,  is  a  question 

accusation  of  a  hostile  or  a  preju-  that  we  will   not  take  upon   us  to 

diced  person  as  ground  for  these  re-  decide.      Lord    Clarence  Paget — no 

marks.    Mr.  Justice  Keogh  is  him-  mean     authority — ^thinks     that     it 

self  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catho-  might     **  These    are  my  reasons,*' 

lie  Church,  and   therefore   any  pre-  he   writes,    **for  believing  that    on 

possession  or  sympathy  of  his  may  that  fatal  night  the  Captain  capsized 

be  presumed  to  have  been  towards,  because  she  had  not  steam  to  keep 

and  certainly  not  against,  the  rever-  her   under  command  of  her  helm  ; 

end    accused,   whom    his  duty  has  and  that  had  she  been  under  such 

compelled  him   to  expose.     He  has  command,  she  would,  in  all   proba- 

eridently  been  shocked  and  scanda*  bility,  have  been  luffed  to  the  wind 

lised  by  such  rude  and  wicked  prac-  and   saved."      In   the  case  of   the 

tices  having    prevailed    within    the  Agincourt,  his  Lordship  proves  first 

communion    to  which  he   belongs ;  that  there  was   a   strong  cross-cur- 

but  having  found  that  they  did  ex-  rent    sweeping    the    fleeff  into  the 

I -  *       I 
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Mediterranean  :  he  then  goes  on  to  denied  them  the  means  of  exercis- 

say  : —  ing  their  skill  and  abilities,  it  con- 

,.„.      «.   ,    ^  ^^          ,    .  cerns  every  one  that  the  fact  should 

speorwK^' ^MSrn°' ?renr  ^>^,>'"o^'}    and    recognised.      The 

board  column  being  nearest  to  the  Pearl  pubhc  will,  we   feel  assured,  unani- 

Rock,  was  much  more   influenced    by  mously   respond    to    the    following 

this  cross-current  than  the   port   line,  appeal  of  the  gallant  author  of  the 

which  was  out  in  the  main  stream ;  and    DomDhlet  • 

the  evidence  on  the  court-martial  clear-  *^      '^ 

ly  and  distinctly  proves  that  the  Agin-  ^'I  frankly,  and  in  considerable  de- 
court,  which  was  the  leading  ship  of  tail,  represented  the  case  to  Mr.  Goschen. 
the  starboard  column,  was  actually  pointing  out  the  dangers  of  the  pre- 
obliged  to  keep  her  helm  considerably  sent  system,  not  only  as  regards  the 
to  starboard  in  order  to  counteract  this  safety  of  our  ships,  but  likevrise  the 
cross-turrent.  It  also  shows  that  at  credit  of  our  officers ;  and  falling  to 
the  time  of  her  disaster  she  was  beyond  elicit  from  him  what  I  thought,  and 
her  regulated  distance  of  four  cables*-  still  think,  was  due  to  the  many  dia- 
length  from  the  flag-ship— in  fact,  she  ilnguished  men  whose  prospects  hate 
had  been  insensibly  drawn  in  by  this  been  blighted,  whose  career  has  bemi 
cross-current,  and  the  act  of  striking  cut  short,  and  whose  useful  servicea 
the  rock  can  only  be  described  as  sid-  are  lost  to  the  country,  I  was  driven  to 
ling  on  to  it,  because  she  had  not  way  throw  myself  upon  the  public,  and  to 
eaough  to  overcome  the  cross-current.**^  challenge    the    discussion    now   going 

on.'* 

No  time,   assuredly,  ought  to  be  Since  the  luro  of  eflBciency  with 

lost  before  examining  into  the  general  economy  was  first  broached,  we  hare 

question  whether  in  certain  not  very  never  ceased  to  express  our  apprehen- 

unusual  circumstances  the  power  of  sion  that  it  would  be  found  to  mean 

suddenly  increasing  the  speed  should  want  of  efSciency  accompanied  by 

not  always  be  at  the  service  of  the  great  waste.      If    Lord  G.   Paget^ 

navigator — that  is  to   say,  whether  views  be  correct,  thi&  apprehension 

steam  should  not  always  be  ready,  will  be  found  to  have  been  only  too 

and  the  power  of  using  it  confided  just  as  regards  the  Navy.    The  loss 

to  the  discretion  of  the  captain,  or  of  the  Megaera  and  Captain,  thoi^ 

other  officer  to  whom  he  may  think  not  set  forth  in  the  yearns  estimates, 

it  desirable  to  delegate  it      After  is  none  the  less  a  serious  expense  to 

this  question  is  settled  there  will  the  country,  not  to  dwell  upon  the 

not  be  much  difficulty  in  determin-  hundreds  of  valuable  lives  that  were 

ing  whether  the  husbanding  of  the  risked    in    the  one  and  destroyed 

coal  was  the  probable  cause  of  the  with  the  other ;  and  the  loss  of  our 

disasters  to  the  Captain,  Agincourt,  sailors^  prestige  is  one  of  which,  we 

&c, — in  other  words,  whether  *^  econ-  cannot  calculate  the  disadvantages, 

omy    with    efficiency "    means    the  The  manner  in  which  the  important 

capsizing  and  stranding  of  ships  of  Army  measures  are  kept  back  until 

war,  which  take  a  long  time  to  con-  the  very  end  of  the  season  suggests 

struct,  and  which  are  of  enormous  that  they  also  may  lead  to  disagree- 

value.    There  is  a  further  question  able    discussions  which  it  is  m  a 

involved — namely,  that  of  justice  to  Ministerial  sense  wise  to  postpone 

our  naval  officers,   many  of  whom  until  Parliament  shall  be  tired  oat 

(indeed  the  same  may  be  said  of  We  trust  that  the  public  will  watdi 

the  whole  service)  are  under  a  cloud  these  matters  of    expenditure  nar- 

by  reason  of  so  many  misfortunes,  rowly,  imitating  the  attitude  of  Mr. 

If  these  gallant  men  have  suffered,  Disraeli,   who,    according    to    L<Mrd 

not  for  any  incapacity  or  neglect  of  Granville,    watohes    Mr.    Gladstone 

theirs,   but  because  the  Admiralty  like  a  cat.    And  we  would  remark 
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en  pcissant,  that  we  very  much  ap-  the  Commons ;  and  there  can  be 
proye  of  the  figure  which  his  lord-  no  little  doubt  that  their  Lord- 
ship used,  not  so  much  for  what  it  ships,  though  by  no  means  approy- 
says  as  for  the  sly  comparison  which  ing  (as  how  should  they  ?)  this  un- 
it does  not  express,  but  which  is  caUed-for  piece  of  legislation,  will 
necessarily  included  in  it.  The  jeu  nevertheless  sanction  it  Hence- 
^e»pr%t  does  not  refer  to  Mr.  Dis-  forth,  unless  the  Lower  House 
neli  alone.  It  is  complex.  Gats  should  refuse  to  concur  in  the  Lords^ 
do  not  watch  men.  If  we  re-  amendments.  Englishmen  will  vote  in 
gurd  Mr.  Disraeli  as  a  cat  on  the  secret  for  members  of  the  House  of 
watch,  we  must  form  some  figurative  Commons.  The  question,  How  will 
idea  of  the  object  of  his  watchful-  this  affect  the  representation  ?  is  a 
ness.  Now  a  cat  is  not  unfrequent-  most  important  one ;  but  we  have 
ly  seen  watching  a  rat,  and  when  we  scarce  any  reliable  data  on  which  to 
wink  of  this,  Lord  Granville's  joke  ground  an  opinion  and  frame  an  an- 
is  complete,  and  one  perceives  the  swer.  As  to  what  members  appre- 
delicate  point  of  the  allusion.  We  hend,  some  information  may  be  gained 
pass  over  the  broad  political  mean-  from  the  known  dislike  felt  towards 
ing  which  has  been  given  to  the  the  ballot  by  many  of  its  ostensible 
term  ^^rat"  as  not  requiring  to  be  supporters.  Open  consistent  hos- 
fitted  by  us  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  figure,  tility  may  be  based,  and  we  hope 
and  look  at  other  resemblances,  is  based,  on  high  public  considera- 
Your  rat  now  is  one  of  the  most  de-  tions ;  but  this  secret  dislike  seems 
stmctiTe  creatures  in  creation ;  no-  to  argue  an  instinctive  dread  very 
thing  useful  or  valuable  is  safe  from  prevalent  among  the  Liberal  party, 
its  assaults.  It  is  excessively  fond  that  there  are  many  of  them  whose 
oi  concealment  and  mystery;  and  re-election  the  ballot  will  not  favour . 
when  any  of  its  proceedings  are  un-  We  must  wait  patiently  now  to 
aToidably  yisible,  it  so  cunningly  learn  what  the  system  will  bring 
manages  matters  as  to  completely  forth,  since  there  is  no  escaping 
pozde  the  observer.  It  grubs  inces-  the  experiment— as  far  as  any  ac- 
santly  in  the  dark,  and  it  is  remark-  tion  of  ours  is  concerned,  that  is  ; 
able  that  when  its  subterranean  but  as  we  write,  there  comes  intelli- 
galleries  chance  to  be  found  and  ex-  gence  which  may  possibly  cause  the 
amined,  they  apeared  to  lead  to  no-  work  of  the  session  to  be  arrested. 
thing,  but  to  compose  a  maze  useless  We  alluded  in  the  paragraph 
except  for  the  pleasure  of  making  it  above  to  the  announcement  that  a 
Finally,  we  know  the  impure  locali-  proposal  had  been  made  by  our 
ties  which  the  rat  frequents,  and  we  Foreign  Minister  to  the  American 
know  Mr.  Gladstone's  proneness  to  Government,  inviting  the  joint  ac- 
*^  descend  into  the  gutter."  Alto-  tion  of  the  President  and  her  Ma- 
gether,  considering  the  fineness  of  jesty  to  effect  an  adjournment  of 
the  sarcasm,  and  the  clever  way  in  the  meeting  of  the  arbitrators  at 
which  it  was  introduced  under  cover  Geneva,  from  15th  June  1872  for 
cf  a  pointless  sneer  at  Mr.  Disraeli,  eight  months,  that  is,  to  15th  Feb- 
it  is  by  far  the  smartest  thing  which  ruary  1873.  This  proposal  is  an 
Lord  Granville  has  uttered  since  he  admission  that  the  ill-directed  labour 
has  been  a  Minister.  of  our  Cabinet  has  come  to  nought ; 
We  stated  Ust  month  our  opinion  it  is  also  an  announcement  that,  if 
that  the  Lords  would  hardly  think  the  will  of  our  Ministers  is  to  pre- 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  reject  the  vail,  we  have  before  us  eight  months 
Ballot  Bill  if  it  should  again  be  of  altercation  to  be  carried  on  with 
passed  by  a  respectable  majority  in  the  same  want  of  ability  that  has 
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characterised  the  past  negotiations ;  message  should  be  regarded,  and 
that  the  Treaty  and  the  contentions  how  it  should  affect  the  information 
arising  out  of  it  are  to  be  left  in  a  to  be  given  to  Parliament  Nothing 
doubtful  and  unsatisfactory  stage  more  inconsistent  with  decorum 
during  the  Presidential  election  of  and  dimity  could  haye  occurred  if 
the  United  States  ;  that  Parliament  a  yictonous  enemy  had  been  at  the 
is  to  be  prorogued  in  August  with-  gates  of  London.  Will  our  people 
out  the  anxiety  of  this  country  in  tolerate  that  their  dearest  intercuts 
respect  of  the  Treaty  being  to  any  shall  be  disposed  of  in  such  a  way 
extent  relieved;  and  that  at  the  as  this!  Again,  so  distracted  had 
commencement  of  the  session  of  Ministers  been  that  they  were  un- 
1873,  there  is  to  be  a  repetition  of  aware  of  the  publication,  on  its 
the  mysteries,  evasions,  hair-breadth  return  by  telegraph  from  America, 
escapes,  and  disappointments  with  of  a  despatch  written  by  Lord  Gran- 
which  we  are  now  so  familiar.  ville  to  Mr.  Fish  on  the  0th  June — 
It  is,  of  course,  a  possible  conse-  t?ie  despatch,  in  fact,  which  contains 
quence  of  this  failure  to  bring  the  the  proposal  for  adjournment  of  the 
negotiations  to  an  issue,  that  the  arbitration — although,  of  course,  it 
Gladstone  Ministry  may  be  driven  was  in  the  hands  of  different  mem- 
at  once  from  office.  It  is  a  conse-  bcrs.  According  to  his  usual  craft 
quence  which  nothing  but  absolute  and  mystery,  Mr.  Gladstone  made  a 
necessity  could  justify,  because  the  vague  statement,  containing,  in  fact^ 
work  of  the  session  is  in  such  a  no  information  at  all  concerning 
state  of  backwardness,  that  a  change  the  condition  of  the  negotiations ; 
of  Ministi^  (which  means  a  general  but  he  kept  back  the  really  im- 
election)  during  the  summer  would  portant  information  contained  in 
require  a  long  autumnal  session  of  the  telegram  which  had  been  sent 
Parliament  On  the  other  hand,  back  from  America  as  above  stat- 
we  may  have  to  consider — suppos-  ed.  The  impolicy  (to  sav  nothing 
ing  the  negotiations  for  arbitration  of  the  moral  error)  of  habitual  de- 
to  be  not  altogether  broken  off—  ception,  and  of  the  perfunctory 
how,  while  Ministers  remain  on  performance  of  important  business 
sufferance  in  office  to  finish  the  rou-  m  circumstances  of  hurry  and  ex- 
tine  work  of  the  year,  they  can  be  citement,  received  a  good  iUustra- 
restrained  from  f lu^ther  complicating  tion  in  this  incident  It  was  no 
the  unlucky  misunderstanding  with  doubt  the  disturbed  mental  condi- 
America.  While  we  wait  for  light  tion  in  which  Mr.  Gladstone  had 
to  fall  on  this  problem,  the  conduct  been  all  day  which  hindered  him 
of  our  Government  gives  us  much  from  knowing  how  the  ^Dafly 
matter  for  reflection.  Everything  News*  had  exposed  his  secret 
about  the  tele^phic  communication  doings ;  and  it  was  his  wily  Jesint- 
by  which  this  grave  business  has  ical  nature  which,  presuming  up<m 
been  transacted,  gives  evidence  of  the  whole  of  the  House  ox  Com- 
haste  and  distraction.  After  the  mons  being  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
House  of  Commons  had  met  for  despatch,  1^  him  to  keep  back  part 
despatch  of  business,  and  while  of  the  truth  while  affectmg  to  niake 
it  was  awaiting  a  promised  com-  a  clean  breast  When  Mr.  Glad- 
munication  from  the  Government  stone  shall  go  out  of  office,  as  he 
on  the  11th  of  June,  a  Cabinet  shortly  will,  will  he  do  so  maintajn- 
Council  was  actually  sitting  within  ing  the  same  character  for  probity 
the  walls  of  the  Palace  of  West-  and  sincerity  which  he  enjoyed 
minster,  in  hurry  and  confusion  when  he  became  a  Minister  f  It 
determining  how  the  last  received  strikes  us  that  many  who  suspected 
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his  incapacity  accepted  him  with-  stated  among  other  things  that«the 
out  question,  because  of  the  probity  said  despatch  had  not  been  tmns- 
and  candour  which  they  believed  to  mitted  in  cipher.  He  then  went  on 
be  in  him  impregnable  by  any  force  to  say,  **  That  is  the  statement  made 
of  circumstances.  For  our  own  to  me,  and  I  have  nothing  more  to 
part,  we  repeat  what  we  haye  said  communicate  on  that  part  of  the 
before,  that  when  we  long  ago  fore-  subject."  Whereupon  Mr.  Osborne 
saw  the  wreck  that  Mr.  Gladstone  rose  and  said,  **Not  in  cipher?"* 
would  make  of  Government,  we  did  Mr.  Gladstone  understood,  or  pre- 
not  believe  that  the  trials  of  office  tended  to  understand,  this  question 
would  cause  him  to  give  way  mor-  to  be  an  invitation  to  him  to  say 
ally  as  he  has  done,  or  to  exhibit  over  again  what  he  had  said  before, 
himself  to  the  world  in  phases  and  he  accordingly  repeated  that  the 
which  were  formerly  believed  to  be  despatch  was  transmitted  en  clair^ 
so  foreign  to  his  character.  To  re»  and  went  on  with  some  more  oracu- 
turn  to  Lord  Granville^s  letter,  it  lar  revelation,  and  nobody  laughed 
was  transmitted  en  elair — that  is  at  Mr.  Osborne's  interruption.  We, 
to  say,  not  in  the  cipher  which  however,  cannot  doubt  that  Mr.  Os- 
usually  veils  diplomatic  telegrams,  bome*s  question  had  reference  to  the 
and  hence  the  ability  of  **  enter-  words  of  Mr.  Gladstone  which  it 
prise"  in  America  to  get  possession  immediately  followed — namely,  the 
of  its  meaning,  and  to  send  it  words,  *^I  have  nothing  more  to 
back  to  our  press.  Now,  the  most  communicate,"  &c. ;  and  that  Mr. 
charitable  explanation  of  this  want  Osborne  asked  if  he  had  nothing 
of  caution  is,  that  Lord  Granville  more  to  communicate  in  cipher,  or 
was  in  such  haste  that  the  operation  in  that  covert,  obscure  fashion  in 
of  writing  his  despatch  in  cipher  which  he  had  been  before  mystify- 
could  not  be  waited  for ;  the  alterna-  ing  the  House.  The  joke  was  out 
live  supposition  would  be  that  Lord  of  season,  no  doubt,  and  perhaps 
Granville  or  the  American  Min-  did  not  deserve  recognition,  but 
ister  had  been  deliberately  care-  then  jokers  are  notoriously  not  re- 
less.  Every  way,  then,  there  is  specters  of  proprieties, 
evidence  that  this  momentous  cor-  It  is  no  surprise  to  us,  neither 
respondence  has  been  conducted  in  will  it  be  a  surprise  to  our  readers, 
indecent  haste — in  a  manner,  in  to  find  that  the  arbitration  plan  has 
short,  in  which  no  statesman  who  broken  down.  From  the  first  we 
was  aware  of  his  responsibilities  and  saw  that  the  proceedings  of  our 
alive  to  the  dignity  of  this  country  Government  in  bringing  about  the 
would  have  dared  to  conduct  it  Treaty  were  full  of  error,  although 
But  ere  we  leave  this  subject  of  the  we  heartily  desired  that  a  peaceful 
telegram  we  wish  to  do  justice  to  a  solution  of  the  dispute  might  bo 
witticism  of  Mr.  Osborne  which  the  found ;  and  we  pointed  out,  before 
House  of  Commons,  intent  on  ab-  the  commencement  of  the  present 
sorbing  matter,  seems  to  have  missed,  session  of  Parliament,!  the  unfitness 
Mr.  Gladstone,  after  he  had  been  of  the  question  at  issue,  vague  and 
brought  to  account  concerning  the  unlimited  as  it  was,  for  arbitration, 
despatch  of  the   Foreign  Secretary,  and  the  probable  miscarriage  of  the 

•  The  *  Times'  reporter  evidently  took  our  view,  because  in  the  report  of  the 
'Times'  Mr.  Osborne's  remark  is  printed  with  a  note  of  interrogation  after  it;  had 
Mr.  Osborne  simply  echoed  Mr.  Gladstone's  words  in  a  tone  of  disappoiutment  or' 
surprise,  the  echo  would  have  been  followed  bj  a  note  of  exclamation. 

t  See  *  Blackwood's  Magazine'  for  February  1872,  art.  **  The  Reasonable  Fears  of 
the  Country." 


120                                  A  PrecariouB  JSxisUnee.                                  [Julj 

scheme.     Want  of  natural   discern-  sometimes  profusely  bountiful;  but 

ment,  and  want  of  the  experience  with  her  gift  comes  the  necessity  for 

which    might    have    corrected    the  using  it      She  enforces  hard  toil ;  a 

other  deficiency,  were,  both  in  the  life,    perhaps,    of    devotion ;  and    a 

Ministers  at  home  and  in  the  Com-  long  waiting  for  reward^ftentimes 

missioners    whom    they    employed,  a  disappointment  of  the  reward  al- 

the  causes  of  the  miscarriage :  over-  together,  and — 
weening  conceit  and  presumption  in 

Ministers  caused  them  to  rush  thus  ^*^The  fair  guerdon  when  we  hope  to 

disqualified  into  such  an  unfortunate  And  think  to  bnnt  ont  into  radden  bliize, 

negotiation.      There  can  be  but  little  Com«  the  blind  mry  with- the  abhorred 

doubt  that  Mr.   Gladstone,  m  treat-  And  silts  tLe  thln-epun  life." 
ing  with   the  United  States,  aimed 

at  something  more  than  simply  put-  He  to  whom  Nature  has  given 
ting  an  end  to  a  disagreeable  dis-  largely  must  give  again — must  pass 
pute :  he  expected  to  do  the  thing  on,  as  it  were,  her  gift  for  the 
with  extreme  cleverness,  and  so  to  benefit  of  many  before  benefit  can 
earn  great  applause  for  himself  and  be  reflected  on  himself.  But  how 
his  method.  This  is  deducible,  not  different  is  it  with  him  whom  For- 
only  firom  his  great  eagerness  to  tune  condescends  to  favour!  She 
negotiate,  but  from  his  inability  to  exacts  no  labour,  no  self-denial ;  she 
keep  quiet  after  the  precious  Treaty  requires  no  merit,  no  capacity  even 
had  been  made.  The  people  did  for  doing  well ;  on  the  contrary, 
not  break  forth  into  ecstasies  of  de-  she  delights  in  showering  her  bene- 
light;  and  so  the  Premier,  by  way  fits  on  the  undeserving  and  in- 
of  leadjng  the  acclamations,  con-  capable.  She  takes  pleasure  in 
ferred  a  great  honour  on  the  Presi-  showing  how  she,  of  mere  wanton- 
dent  of  the  baffled  Commission,  as  a  ness,  can  do  unconditionally  what 
managing  mountebank  commends  Nature  does  on  such  hard  terms, 
his  rusty  merry-andrew  in  order  to  Let  none  neglect  the  worship  of 
attract  credit  upon  his  whole  estab-  Fortune.  It  may  be  well  to  possess 
lishment.  Nevertheless,  there  was  philosophy  enough  to  bear  calmly 
no  response.  On  the  contrary,  men  her  departure  if  she  should  flee  on 
began  to  canvass  the  merits  of  the  swift  pinions;  but  let  us  all  join 
lucky  bungler  whom  Mr.  Gladstone  heartily  in  the  **  lavdo  manentem^^^ 
delighted  to  honour,  and  to  ask,  for  she  i<  a  great  goddess ! 
**  Would  a  discerning  Minister  have  Well,  Mr.  Gladstone  has  not 
intrusted  a  delicate  negotiation  to  gained  applause:  his  chagrin  is  pro- 
such  hands  at  all?  would  any  but  bably  extreme;  and  if  he  should 
a  vainglorious  Minister  have,  with  count  up  the  additions  to  his  repu- 
premature  complacency,  trumpeted  tation  since  he  became  Prime  Min- 
his  own  fancied  achievement  by  ister,  he  must  see  that  there  has  been 
conferring  such  a  reward?"  But  some  great  defect  in  either  himself 
the  hand  of  Fortune  was  apparent  or  the  public — ^in  the  public,  of 
in  this  business;  and  Fortune  had  course,  he  will  say.  But  he  must 
laid  her  plans  well,  as  she  always  remember  that  the  public  is  not 
does,  and  expressly  provided  for  her  quite  blind,  and  that  it  cannot  help 
purpose  a  Minister  thoroughly  un-  seeing  things  that  are  kept  pcrsis- 
discerning,  egotistical,  and  unscnipu-  tently  before  its  view.  If  the  Pre- 
lous.  So  we  had  a  telling  lesson  mier  wanted  to  escape  the  delibe- 
to  show  how  superior  are  the  gifts  rate  ken  of  the  people,  why  didn't 
of  Fortune  to  those  of  Nature,  he,  when  he  saw  that  he  had  made 
Nature,  it  is  true,   is  often  liberal,  a  mess  of  his  fine  Treaty,  smuggle  it 
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out  of  sight  with  all  despatch,  and  by  our  being  permitted  to  inspect  it 
start  some  novelty  that  might  have  before.  We  might  haye  abruptly 
a  chance  of  succeeding  better  ?  That  ended  the  game,  perhaps,  but  there 
is  the  approved  play  of  people  who  would  have  been  no  harm  in  that 
angle  for  admiration.  Why  did  he.  Now  the  Americans  have  ended  it 
by  his  hammering  and  tuikering  at  Their  public  men  went  their  ways, 
the  bad  work  which  was  clearly  and  would  listen  no  longer  to  our 
irreparable,  rivet  attention  to  his  wise  charmers,  who,  when  they  cry 
failure  till  everybody  became  not  to  us  in  their  distress,  may  find  that 
only  cognisant  of  the  blunders  but  the  appeal  is  made  too  late, 
sick  of  the  subject  ?  Why  did  he  The  general  efficacy  of  arbitration 
so  many  times  announce  an  imme-  in  international  matters  is  a  subject 
diate  success,  without  sufficient  on  which  the  greatest  diversity  of 
ground  for  expecting  it  ?  Above  opinion  exists,  the  holders  of  ex- 
all,  why  didn't  he  bestow  upon  his  treme  persuasions  maintaining  on 
own  flesh  and  blood  some  of  the  the  one  side  that  nothing  can  be 
confidences  which  he  let  gush  in  simpler  or  more  satisfactory  than  to 
such  drenching  jets  on  the  Ameri-  refer  any  disagreement  to  the  judg- 
cans  ?  A  modest  acknowledgment  ment  of  an  unprejudiced  court ;  and 
that  he  had  got  out  of  his  depth,  an  on  the  other  side,  that  the  determi- 
unloading  of  his  grief,  and  appeal  nation  of  the  powers  of  the  arbitra- 
for  support  to  the  British  Parlia-  tors,  and  of  the  scope  of  the  arbitra- 
ment, would  at  any  stage  of  the  tion,  gives  rise  to  a  multitude  of  new 
tanele  have  brought  him  en  rapport  contentions,  creating  an  insoluble 
with  his  countrymen.  But  he  per-  network  of  subtleties  where  before 
sisted  in  keeping  their  sympathy  at  there  was  a  tolerably  simple  issue, 
a  distance ;  he  went  fioundering  on,  But  most  of  us  will  agree  that,  once  it 
more  jealous  apparently  of  their  fol-  m&y  have  been  determined  to  refer 
lowing  his  imbecile  moves  than  &ny  case  to  arbitration,  it  is  greatly 
hopeful  of  a  good  result,  and  so  to  be  desired  that  the  dispute  should 
wantonly  veiling  his  proceedings  be  ended  by  that  means.  How 
that  Parliament  was  forced  into  the  sincerely  then  must  all  sides  deplore 
reflection —  the  misfortune  by  which  a  reference 
14  nrvt.  .^  3  .  ^  -  ,  .  s<>  important  and  so  notorious  as 
meSt         do  labour  for  their  own  prefer-  that  on  the  Alabama  Claims  was  un- 

B«hoTe8  it  OB  to  labour  for  the  realm.'*  dertaken  on  the  part  of  England  by 

Mr.  Gladstone's  Government  I  Arbi- 
And  nothing  but  the  fallacious  as-  tration  will  possibly  be  a  by-word 
surances  which  he  gave  of  success  and  a  hissing  for  long  time  to  come 
close  at  hand  prevented  the  legis-  through  this  mischance;  and  yet, 
lative  bodies  from  wresting  the  con-  fairly  speaking,  there  has  been  no- 
duct  of  the  negotiation  out  of  his  thing  new  proved  against  it  It 
hands,  and  tearing  away  the  veil  broke  down  through  no  defect  in- 
behind  which  the  mountain  was  un-  herent  in  itself,  as  far  as  we  can  see, 
derstood  to  be  in  labour.  The  peo-  but  because  it  happened  to  be  work- 
pie  might  have  forgiven  up  to  Whit-  ed  by  persons  who  would  have 
simtide,  we  say,  but  will  they  for-  equally  brought  discredit  upon  war 
give  now  ?  The  juggle  was  so  ex-  or  diplomacy.  That  it  has  appeared 
quisite,  forsooth,  that  a  glance  from  to  disadvantage  when  tampered 
profane  eyes  would  have  spoiled  it  with  by  the  unwisd,  ought  surely  to 
Well,  we  all  see  now  what  it  was,  be  no  great  reproach  to  a  method; 
and  can't  for  our  lives  understand  and  yet  we  fear  that  the  handling 
what  harm  would  have  been  caused  of  Mr.  Gladstone  and  his  colleagues 
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will  cause  the  method  of  arbitration  North  did.  But  happily  the  re- 
to  be  condemned  for  many  a  day.  flection  of  six  years  has  modified 
How  weak  and  contemptible  the  ac-  the  irritation,  and  conyinced  many 
tion  of  our  Ministers  is,  may  be  Americans  that  this  country  neyer 
learned  from  the  treatment  they  re-  was  hostile,  as  they  had  supposed,and 
ceived  from  the  American  President  that  the  eztrayagant  claims,  |Which 
and  Ministers,  who,  while  the  Eng-  were  a  measure  of  their  resentment 
lish  Cabinet  was  ureent  for  further  rather  than  of  our  unfairness,  were 
correspondence,  broke  up  their  siV  ft  mistake.  This  became  apparent 
tings  at  Washington  and  dispersed,  when  the  feeling  of  America  was 
They,  no  doubt,  were  worn  out  by  tested  by  the  many  squabbles  which 
the  pertinacity  and  undignified  grew  out  of  the  Treaty.  Now,  it  is 
pleadings  of  men  who  would  not  certain  that,  as  long  as  there  should 
take  an  answer,  and  who  sought  by  haye  continued  the  disposition  to 
reiteration  and  importunity  to  ob-  yindictiyely  make  claims  against 
tain  results  which  had  already  been  Great  Britain,  to  settle  this  or  that 
decidedly  and  deliberately  refused,  class  of  claims  would  haye  been 
No  one,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  merely  to  scotch  the  snake;  the 
thought  of  complaining  of  this  be-  same  feeling  which  produced  the 
hayiour  of  the  American  officials  as  first  demands  would  haye  been  fer- 
wanting  in  courtesy  to  England :  on  tile  to  inyent  others.  On  the  other 
the  contrary,  we  all  seem  to  feel  that  hand,  if  the  unkindly  feeling  which 
the  unstatesman-like  solicitations  of  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  alter* 
our  Ministers  were  quite  beyond  cation  be  materially  diminished,  it 
what  human  nature  could  be  ex-  is  of  far  less  consecjuence  whether 
pected  to  bear,  and  that  the  wonder  the  claims  be  definitely  settied  or 
was  how  American  patience  held  no.  There  is  strong  reason  for  h<^ 
out  so  long  as  it  did.  ing  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  exploit  will 
Our  consolation  for  the  failure  of  not  be  followed  by  war.  Tall  taUc- 
the  Arbitration  must  be  that  the  ing,  of  course,  there  will  be  during 
feeling  which  produced  the  Ala-  the  Presidential  election;  but  the 
bama  Claims  is  fast  dying  away  in  idea  of  war  with  Great  Britain  is 
America  before  the  influence  of  a  not  nearly  so  popular  as  it  used  to 
growing  national  judgment  These  be ;  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  from 
claims  were  originally  the  expression  some  sections  the  British  alliance 
of  a  suspicion,  generated  by  the  may  be  the  password.  The  contempt 
partisan  demonstrations  of  strong  and  ridicule  with  which  our  states- 
adherents  of  the  South  in  this  coun-  men  are  regarded  on  the  other  side 
try,  and  strengthened  by  the  incau-  the  water,  would  soon  be  modified 
tious  utterances  of  Mr.  Gladstone  if  we  should  once  more  show  that 
and  others — that  England's  neutral-  we  had  firm  heads  in  our  councils 
ity  during  the  ciyil  war  was  a  mere  and  firm  hands  at  our  work.  The 
pretence,  that  she  really  sided  with  yoices  of  those  who  on  both  sides 
the  Southern  States,  and  in  what  haye  looked  at  this  great  question 
she  did,  and  what  she  left  undone,  of  amicable  relations,  as  affecting 
wrought  for  the  disadvantage  of  the  posterity  and  affecting  the  world. 
North.  Nothing,  perhaps,  is  so  irri-  will,  we  trust,  be  heard  still  abore 
tating  as  cold  impartiality  to  com-  the  screams  of  faction,  and  continue 
batants  who  haye  thrown  wemseWes  to  operate  until  the  sentiments  of 
into  a  strife  with  their  whole  hearts,  the  two  nations  shall  be  brought 
It  was  intolerable  that  England  into  harmony.  But  it  is  essential 
should  not  with  one  Toice  condemn  to  any  good  end  that  the  present 
the    South    as  yehemently  as    the  Ministry    be   got   rid   of.      If   we 
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should  persist  in  retaining  for  any  doubt  of  the  speaker's  meaning  ? 
length  of  time  a  Government  which  Less  accurate  language  may  or  may 
the  Americans  have  learned  to  not  leave  such  reasonable  doubt 
despise,  their  contempt  would  soon  When  Mrs.  Gamp,  in  answer  to  an 
justly  be  extended  from  the  rulers  observation  of  Mrs.  Prig,  used  the 
to  the  whole  nation.  But  this  words,  '^aperiently  I  am/'  though 
will  not  be.  Parliament,  though  the  language  was  "less  accurate," 
unwilling  to  interfere,  has  from  the  the  meaning  hardly  admitted  of  a 
beginning  of  this  year  shown  its  doubt,  although  possibly  an  Ameri- 
appreciation  of  all  that  has  been  can  physiologist  might  have  raised 
going  on.  It  has  not  hesitated  to  a  quibble  even  here.  But  the  Ian- 
express  suspicion  of  the  capacity  guage  of  the  Treaty  of  Washington, 
and  leanings  of  Ministers  from  time  when  weighed  by  grave  statesmen 
to  time,  nor  will  it,  when  all  need  and  acute  lawyers,  has  been  found 
for  reserve  shall  be  over,  refrain  to  suggest  reasonable  doubts  as  to 
from  the  action  necessary  for  show-  the  meaning ;  and  the  moral  we 
ing  that  the  whole  of  this  nation  is  should  draw  therefrom  is  that  **  less 
not  at  the  low  level  of  the  Ministry,  accurate"  language  in  documents  of 
and  that  we  can  still  produce  importance  is  wholly  and  utterly  to 
statesmen  able  to  maintain  our  be  condemned.  We  quite  grant 
honour  before  America  and  all  the  that  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  or  con- 
world,  venience,  or  politeness,  we  often 
To  the  Treaty  of  Washington  we  do  prefer  less  accurate  expres- 
owe  the  new  and  interesting  doc-  sions;  but-  then  it  is  always  in 
trine  lately  propounded  by  Mr.  M.  cases  where  the  brevity,  or  con- 
Bernard,  that  "  less  accurate "  Ian-  venience,  or  politeness  is  of  more 
guage  may  sometimes  be  very  pro-  account  than  accuracy.  Surely  in 
per  for  use  in  international  cove-  state  papers  accuracy  may  not  be 
nants.  We  must  guard  ourselves,  sacrificed  to  brevity  or  convenience 
however,  against  being  supposed  to  or  politeness  without  the  greatest 
usethetenn  "less accurate"  here  for  culpability  on  the  part  of  those 
"  ambiguous  "  or  "  equivocal ;"  be-  who  draw  the  documents ;  at  least 
cause  Mr.  Bernard  has  taken  the  trou-  this  is  our  opinion,  seeing  by  the 
ble  to  write  a  letter  to  the  *  Times,'  old  light  If  our  solicitor,  for  the 
pointing  out  that  he  docs  not  attach  sake  of  either  of  the  objects  named, 
those  meanings  to  the  words  "less  were  to  use  less  accurate  language 
accurate."  We  much  regret  that  Mr.  in  an  instrument  which  thereby 
Bernard  did  not  in  the  same  letter  failed  to  secure  us  our  rights,  it  is 
state  what  meaning  he  does  attach  highly  probable  that  we  should 
to  those  words.  Be  his  meaning  withdraw  all  further  claims,  direct 
what  it  may,  Mr.  Bernard  contends  or  indirect,  on  his  professional 
that  "  we  constantly  use  less  exact  services.  And  a  treaty,  which  is 
expressions  for  the  sake  of  brevity  an  international  legal  instrument, 
or  convenience,  often  for  the  sake  of  would  seem  to  require  to  be  as 
politeness,  without  any  ambiguity  strictly  worded  as  an  ordinary  in- 
at  all.  Language  which  leaves  no  denture.  The  only  defence  we  ever 
reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  speaker's  heard  of  the  tautology,  wearying 
meaning  cannot  reasonably  be  called  particularities,  and  endless  repeti- 
ambiguous  or  equivocal,  but  very  tion  of  a  law  parchment,  was  this 
often  indeed  it  is  not  the  most  accu-  apparently  very  sound  one,  that 
rate  that  could  be  chosen."  Very  good,  any  expenditure  of  words  was 
Mr.  Bernard,  but  how  if  it  be  Ian-  preferable  to  allowing  the  exact 
guage  which  does  leave  a  reasonable  meaning  and  intention  of  the  whole 
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or  of  any  part  to  remain  question-  understood  the  Indirect  Claims  to  be 

able.       It    is    clear,     nevertheless,  excluded.      Now  the  problem  is  to 

that  among  the  endless  changes  of  imagine  a  case  which  is  reconcilable 

the  world,  a  **  less  accurate  "  school  with  these  opposite  statements,  and 

is  pressing  into  notice,  of  which  Mr.  which  explains  the  manifest  repug- 

Gladstone  is  yaa^/>n7ic^,  and  Mr.  nance     shown     on    both    sides    to 

Bernard    an    ingenious    supporter,  going    at    all    below    the    surface 

Who  bates  not  Mr.  Gladstone's  en-  of  what  happened.      The  first  in- 

igmas  may  favour  Mr.  Bernard's  less  ference  which  we  draw,  then,  is,  that 

accurate  expressions,  and  the  same  the    misunderstanding,   the  springs 

may  yoke  foxes  or  milk  billy-goats  1  of  which   neither  side  dares  to  re- 

They  who  cling  to  the  old-fashioned  veal,  commenced  with  a  conspiracy 

desire  of  doing  their  work  well,  will  of  the  Commissioners  on  both  sides, 

yet  walk  in  the  ancient  ways;  but  quite    comprehended    and    possibly 

a  man  who  wishes  to  create  eternal  expressed  in  some  occult  document, 

perplexities  and  to  be  made  a  mar-  to  use  language  calculated  to  mislead 

quis,  may  profitably  adopt  Mr.  Ber-  the  Senate.     Hence  the  less  accurate 

nard's  views.     This  proviso  should,  expressions,  concerning  which,  how- 

howcvcr,   be  included    in    the  fore-  ever,    the   American  Commissioners 

going  proposition,  that  if  a  power  relieved  the  minds  of  their  British 

greater  than   Mr.  Gladstone  should  co-labourers  by  an  assurance  that  it 

suddenly  assert  its  rights,  and  speak  should  never  in  effect  subject  us  to 

its  mind  concerning  not  the  Treaty  loss  by  reason  of  the  Indirect  Claims, 

only,   but  several    *^  less   accurate  This  assurance  mav  have  been  given 

statements  which  it  has  had  to  lis-  altogether  lona  fiae^  and  it  will  be 

ten  to  of  late,  the  advantage  of  fol-  found  to  agree  with  what  we  have 

lowing    Mr.    Bernard's  rule   would  so  frequently    seen    stated   on   the 

probably  not  be  so  apparent.     John  part  of  America, — that  it  had  never 

Bull  has  been  living  for  some  time  from   the  first  been   expected   that 

among  things  generally  **  less  accu-  any  payment  would    be    made  by 

rate ''  than  he  approves :  it  can  sur-  England  in   respect  of  the  Indirect 

prise  no  one  if  he  desires  a  change.  Claims.       But    here  the  misunder- 

As  we  have  never  seen  the  causes  standing   began  ;    because  whereas 

and    understandings  which    led    to  the  American  guarantee  meant  sim- 

the  ever-to-be-deplored  use   of  this  ply  that  we  should  be  borne  harm> 

less  accurate  language  explained  by  less    as  regarded    actual    payment, 

any  hypothesis  able  to  cover  all  the  our  Commissioners  understood  it  to 

statements  that  have  been  made  by  mean  that  the  Indirect  Claims  should 

both  sides,  and  consistent  with  the  not    bo    mentioned  at    all    in    the 

known  facts,  we  venture  to  put  for-  "  Case."      Our  side  expected   that, 

ward  a  supposition  of  our  own.     It  as  soon  as  the  Senate  should  have 

will  be  recollected  how  vehemently  been  led  to  approve  the  Treaty,  the 

Mr.  Gladstone    contended   that  the  mask  would  be  at  once  thrown  off. 

Treaty  did  not  include  the  Indirect  and  the  name  of  the  Indirect  Claims 

Claims,  and  how  Sir  Stafford  North-  disappear    from    all    further    docu- 

cote  publicly  asserted  that  the  Com-  ments ;    while,   on   the    other  side« 

missioners  had  the  best  reason  for  it  was  intended    to    keep    up    the 

believing  that  the  language  of  the  farce  to  the  end,  studiously  preserv- 

Treaty  was  understood  by  both  sides  ing  the  Indirect  Claims  themselves, 

to  exclude  these  Indirect  Claims ;  on  though  resolved   to  waive  compen- 

the  other  hand,  all  remember  how  sation  on  account  of  them.     If  this 

the    American    Commissioners    and  be  the  right  explanation,  it  shows 

Ministers  affirmed  that  they  never  how  the  Commissions  on  both  sides, 
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while  contriving  to  deceive  the  Se-  makes  it  improhable  that  we  shall 
nate,  deceived  each  other ;  how  the  have  precise  information  concerning 
deceit  which  underlay  the  whole  their  action  before  we  go  to  press, 
misunderstanding  prevented  both  The  general  expectation  appears  to 
sides  from  openly  appealing  to  do-  be,  that  either  by  formally  adjourn- 
cuments  or  quoting  expressions  ing  or  by  refusing  to  adjourn  they 
used ;  and  how  finesse  may  often  will  postpone  indefinitely  their  trial 
bring  its  own  speedy  reward.  A  of  the  Case.  It  does  not  matter 
Treaty  which  the  American  Senate  much  in  what  manner  they  declare 
would  not  pass  with  a  clear  under-  their  occupation  to  be  at  a  stand- 
standing  of  its  import  should  have  still;  but  it  matters  much  whether 
been  regarded  from  the  first  as  an  Parliament  mav  or  may  not  turn  to 
impracticable  Treaty,  and  so  aban-  right  account  the  opportunity  which 
doned.  The  less  accurate  expres-  will  be  given  for  sifting  the  whole 
sions,  if  they  have  had  the  effect  of  question  when  the  Arbitrators  shall 
cheating  the  Senate,  have  likewise  pause.  It  will  surely  not  be  per- 
had  the  effect  of  cheating  the  Com-  mitted  to  our  Ministry  to  keep 
missioners,  and  of  wrecking  the  Parliament  silent  and  submissive 
negotiation.  any  longer  by  reopening  telegraphic 
•  correspondence    with     the    United 

"  tLA'^^i^ViZuVr  Sftes.  *??  ^announcing  day  by  day 

an  immediate  satisfactory  settlement 
will  be  the  reflection  of  every  one  We  fear  that  this  game  may  be 
who  may  adopt  our  hypothesis  ;  and  tried ;  but  Parliament  will  not  be 
the  tangled  web  may  be  traced,  not  true  to  the  country  if  it  allows  the 
only  in  the  interminable  corres-  time  of  prorogation  to  draw  near  with- 
pondence  and  telegrams,  but  in  the  out  making  that  examination  into  past 
shufflings,  the  concealments,  the  negotiations  for  which  the  country 
partial  revelations  and  the  grudging  is  anxious,  and  without  taking  or- 
confidences  of  the  British  Ministers  der  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the 
in  their  communications  with  the  imbecile  transactions  by  which  we 
British  Parliament.  The  possibility  have  been  so  much  damaged.  For- 
of  any  Ministers  whatever  being  bearance  has  been  shown  up  to  the 
allowed  for  upwards  of  four  months  last  point  at  which  it  is  safe.  A 
to  treat  .Parliament  as  it  has  lately  Conservative  Ministry  confronted 
been  treated,  would  have  been  by  a  Liberal  Opposition  would 
denied  last  year.  How  our  Mini-  doubtless  have  been  run  into  and 
sters  have  contrived  to  carry  on  had  its  operations  balked  long  ago. 
such  a  game,  is  a  puzzle  even  now.  We  by  no  means  wish  to  see  Conser- 
All  through  the  period  they  have  vatives  act  as  their  opponents  would 
been  grievously  suspected  and  treated  have  acted;  on  ,  the  contrary,  we 
with  suspicion,  while  they  have  have  been  pleased  at  their  patriotic 
shown  not  the  slightest  desire  to  and  generous  conduct,  and  have  re- 
remove  the  ill  opinion  which  they  joiced  to  hear  the  tribute  which  has 
have  created.  Their  existence,  and  been  paid  to  their  discretion  and 
the  possibility  of  their  negotiating  moderation.  Nevertheless,  there  is 
further,  depends  on  the  will  of  a  limit  beyond  which  inaction 
Parliament ;  and  yet  Parliament  is  would  be  culpable  and  generosity 
not  thought  worth  propitiating  by  misplaced ;  and  this  limit  would 
the  appearance  even  of  treating  it  now  seem  to  have  been  reached, 
with  confidence.  The  still  friendly  *  Times '  hints  that 

The  adjournment  of  the  Arbitra-  Ministers  themselves  will  hail  the 

tors  on  the  J  9th  June  for  a  week,  coming  opportunity  of  setting  them- 
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selves  right  with  the  public,  but  we  real  injustice  at  all  to  the  Line  cap- 
have  no  hope  of  the  kind;  we  ap-  tains.  .The  captains  of  Artillerj 
prehend  a  recommencement  of  the  and  Engineers  may  be,  indeed  in 
mysteries,  as  we  have  said  above,  many  instances  are,  junior  0$  cap- 
and  that  there  will  be  no  faithful  tains  to  those  over  whom  they 
revelation  until  they  shall  be  dragged  would  be  promoted  ;  but  though 
like  badgers  from  &eir  holes.  Our  junior  as  captain,  they  have,  as  a 
hope  is  in  Parliament  alone.  rule,  been  longer  in  the  army — ^they 
While  we  waited  to  be  informed  are  older  soldiers.  While  the  Lines- 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  Gonven-  men  went  rapidly  over  their  subal- 
tion  at  Geneva  would  proceed,  the  tems^  service,  the  Ordnance  mea 
action  taken  by  the  House  of  Lords  languished  long  in  the  lowest  rank, 
for  delaying  the  promotions  pro-  Therefore,  if  they  were  to  pass  the 
mised  to  the  Royal  Artillery  and  Linesmen  now,  it  would  only  be  re- 
Royal  Engineers  is  indicative  of  turning  the  compliment  wluch  the 
much  coming  trouble.  The  ill-con-  Linesmen  paid  them  in  times  past, 
sidered  measure  of  abolishing  Pur-  Viewed  in  this  way,  and  when  it  is 
chase  is  beginning  to  bear  bitter  seen  that  Mr.  Cardwell  intended  only 
fruit — beginning,  we  say,  for  the  to  restore  the  Ordnance  ofScers  to  a 
legacy  of  Army  disorder  which  Mr.  position  corresponding  to  their  length 
Cardwell  will  leave  behind  him  on  of  service,  the  plan  which  seemed 
quitting  office  has  yet  to  be  realised,  so  unfair  to  the  House  of  Lords 
The  argument  by  which  Lord  loses  its  apparent  injustice.  But 
Abinger  prevailed  to  institute  fur-  the  cause  of  a  step  so  unusual  as 
ther  inquiry,  and  so  possibly  to  de-  the  interference  of  Parliament  with 
lay  the  changes  on  which  Ministers  Army  Promotion  is  really  to  be  found 
had  decided,  was  that,  by  a  whole-  in  the  vacillation  and  weak  action 
sale  promotion  of  captains  in  the  of  the  War  Office.  Since  the  time 
Ordnance  Corps  to  the  rank  of  when  Mr.  Cardwell  promised  some 
major,  while  no  corresponding  pro-  promotion  to  the  Ordnance  officers — 
motion  should  take  place  in  those  i.e.y  since  the  day  when  the  Army 
regiments  which  have  been  hereto-  Estimates  for  1872-3  were  intro- 
fore  under  the  system  of  Purchase,  duced  into  the  House  of  Commons 
many  captains  in  the  last-named  — it  is  notorious  that  three  or  four 
branches  would  of  necessity  be  widely-dififering  schemes ,  for  aUe- 
superseded.  Of  course  this  is  a  plau-  viating  the  grievances  of  the  Ord- 
sible  complaint,  and  a  sound  one,  so  nance  Corps  have  been  conceived, 
far  as  it  shows  that  some  of  the  cap-  decided  on,  pushed  so  far  as  to  be 
tains  of  Line  regiments  would  have  to  embodied  in  warrants  which  waited 
submit  to  something  disagreeable  for  only  the  Royal  Signature,  and  then 
the  sake  of  equalising  promotion  abandoned.  Mr.  Cardwell,  blown 
throughout  the  Service.  The  Min-  about  by  doctrines  coming  from  this 
isterial  respondents,  and  even  the  side  and  from  that,  not  understand- 
military  Peers,  including  the  iUustri-  ing  the  case  himself,  and  unable  to 
ous  Duke  at  the  head  of  the  Army,  seize  the  important  points  of  the 
pointed  out  that  the  supersession  arguments  set  before  him,  has  been 
would  be  but  temporary,  and  that  dallying  with  the  matter  until  the 
measures  were  in  contemplation  to  Linesmen  have  taken  heart  to  get  up 
put  the  whole  Service  on  an  equal  a  case,  and  the  Lords  have  essayed 
footing ;  but  they  appeared  en-  to  take  the  decision  out  of  the  weak 
tirely  to  miss  the  real  convincing  Minister's  hands.  A  Secretary  of 
answer,  which  is,  that  the  proposed  State  of  any  force  of  mind  or  of  will 
scheme  of    promotion    involved  no  would  long  ago  have  promulgated  a 
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warrant,  and  so  put  the  matter  be  made  to  rank  with  the  incendiary 
beyond  interference;  but  Mr.  Card-  of  the  Temple  of  Diana,  what  sort  of 
well,  first  begging  for  the  concur-  a  reputation  would  that  be  ?  He 
rence  of  the  India  Office,  then  of  has  performed  an  unblushing  act  of 
the  Horse  Guards,  then  of  the  tergiversation,  going  over  to  the 
Treasury,  and  being  thwarted  by  winning  side;  but  this — shame  to 
each  in  turn,  showed  so  much  our  nature — has  been  so  frequently 
indecision  and  gave  so  much  op-  done  that  it  hardly  confers  dishon- 
portunity  to  cavillers,  that  now  he  ourable  notoriety.  A  palate-scrap- 
is  in  the  humiliating  position  of  ing  claret  is  associated  with  his  name, 
not  being  allowed  to  decide  the  which  name  men  are  apt  to  invoke 
matter  at  all.  The  action  of  the  with  their  teeth  set  on  edge;  and 
Lords  is  very  like  a  vote  of  want  the  pleasant  beverage  may  possibly 
of  confidence  in  the  Secretary  of  for  a  time  perform  for  him  the  same 
State  for  War.  We  have  even  service  that  the  pillar  in  the 
heard  it  said — perhaps  very  un-  King^s  Dale  did  for  Absalom — ^but 
justly  —  that  Mr.  Cardwell  only  this  again  is  not  fame.  And 
held  out  the  prospect  of  these  pro-  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Mr.  Glad- 
motions  to  stop  the  mouths  of  stone — how  he  broke  the  laws,  how 
objectors  to  the  Army  Estimates,  he  made  a  Treaty,  and  how  he 
and  that  he  will  not  be  sorry  that  made  a  Marquis,  duly  chronicled 
the  Lords  have  deprived  him  of  though  they  be — will  hardly  cause 
the  power  of  keeping  his  word,  his  name  to  interest  posterity. 
The  only  circumstance  which,  to  There  is  surely  great  contrariety  in 
our  mind,  supports  this  ungenerous  this,  great  counteraction  of  the  eter- 
view,  is,  that  Mr.  Cardwell  in-  nal  fitness  of  things.  Given  such 
trusted  the  defence  of  his  plan  to  talents  as  Mr.  Gladstone's,  and  bodily 
Lord  Ripon  of  Washington,  which  health  and  strength  to  use  them,  it 
looked  certainly  as  if  he  wished  must  require  peculiar  misapplication 
the  defence  to  fail.  By  a  state-  of  them,  and  peculiar  operation  of 
ment  made  by  Mr.  Cardwell  on  his  intellectual  and  moral  disquali- 
20th  June,  we  find  that  he  was  fications,  to  make  him  fail  of  success, 
hesitating  whether  to  accept  or  not  Howbeit  such  failure  has  been  so 
the  action  of  the  Lords  as  sufficient  far  the  result  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
to  prevent  his  carrying  out  promo-  career;  and  the  whole  community 
tions  for  which  (so  he  says)  the  may  find  cause  for  regret  that  so 
House  of  Commons  has  made  pro-  great  ability  has  done  nothing  for 
vision.  We  should  like  to  know  the  public  advantage.  A  recog- 
when  or  how  the  Commons  made  nition  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  attain- 
this  provision,  for  the  promotions  ments  would  mean  that  accession 
do  not  appear  in  their  proper  places  of  knowledge  or  other  great  benefit 
in  the  Army  Estimates!  had  accrued  to  the  public  through 
Once  more  we  have  to  take  leave  their  exercise.  It  is  idle  to  say 
of  Mr.  Gladstone  in  his  usual  cir-  that  there  are  not  a  hundred  ways 
cumstances  of  concealment,  mystery,  in  which  they  might  have  been 
and  muddle,  doing  all  he  can  to  exercised  to  the  great  gain  of  the 
dissipate  any  shred  of  respect  which  possessor  and  of  his  fellow-men. 
may  yet  be  felt  for  him.  It  is  a  How  deplorable,  then,  has  been  the 
most  distressing  reflection  that  a  blind  ambition  which  led  him  to 
man  of  his  undoubted  abilities  should  single  out  a  career — the  career,  one 
be  unable  to  make  himself  a  reputa-  may  perhaps  say,  for  which  he  is 
tion.  He  has  been  great  in  destruc-  eminently  unfit  I  To  pretend,  from 
tion  ;   but  even  though   he  should  mere  theoretical  knowledge,  to  con- 
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trol  the   Government  of  a  country,  falls    of    his    oflSce    (although    he 
practical  an  this  country  is — for  are  thought  that  he  knew  them  better 
we  not  Philistines,  every  one  to  the  than  most),  and  he  was  innocent  of 
very  marrow  ? — was  not  only  a  wild,  the   beaten    ways   of  escape  which 
but  a  most  unfortunate  piece  of  pre-  the  trained    and    experienced   have 
sumption.     The    silly    doings,    the  learned  as  part   of  their  business, 
contrary    acts,    the    helpless  dipio-  If   he    knew  not    the    thrusts,    of 
macy,   which  we  have   monthly  to  course  ho   had  never  beard  of  the 
complain    o^    are  the  consequences  parries.     Hence  his  childish  deceits, 
of  it     And  there  are  consequences  his  mistrust  of  Parliament,  and  bis 
which,  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  own  repu-  adoption  of  a  policy  which  is  his 
tation,    are    more    damaging    than  as  opposed  to  that  of  the  natjon. 
those  we  have  named — to  wit,  the  Of  course  subtlety  and  insincerity 
evasions,    concealments,    misleading  are    in    his     nature;      but     they 
representations,  subterranean  mazes,  would   never,  probably,  have   been 
and  questionable  expedients,  which  brought    into    prominence    if     he 
excite  so  much  comment    The  sub-  had    not  sought   for    and  attained 
tleties  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  character  a  false  position.    Not  many  years 
have  been  brought  out  by  the  neces-  of  life  can   remain   for  this  erudite 
sities  of  office.     In  his  earlier  days  man,   who,   in   order  that  he  may 
they    were     not     often,    certainly  make  a  name  for  himself,   will  re- 
not    habitually,     manifested.      We  quire  to  employ  them  all  in  some 
not  unfrequently  found  to  our  cost  occupation  wherein  he  is  fitted  to 
that    Mr.     Gladstone    had    said    a  excel.     Every  season  spent  in  the 
great  deal    more    than    ho    ought,  vain    attempt  to   prove    himself  a 
but  we  seldom  had  to  complain  of  great  statesman  diminishes  appred- 
his  reticence.     When  he  was  Chan-  ably  his  chances  of  being  favourably 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  there  was  known  to  posterity.     Lasting  ridicale 
an  excess  of  candour  and  openness  he  may  possibly  attain  to ;  but  no- 
about  his  proceedings :  he  not  only  thing  better  as  a  statesman.     W  hat- 
desired  to  clear  away  every  doubt  ever  of  good  there   may  be  in   him 
which  Parliament  might  feel  as  to  has  been  lost  to  the  world,  because 
his    doings,    but  he  was    ready  to  he  has  lent  his  ear  to  the  prompt- 
enter    into    judgment    with     Tom,  ings  of  a  suicidal  ambition.      The 
Dick,  and  Harry  in  the  newspapers,  man  who  said  that    he  would    be 
He  evidently  had  then    the    same  Csesar  or  nobody,  knew  well  enough 
trust  in  plain,  open  dealing  which  that  he  had    all    the   capacity  Tot 
he  has    now  transferred    to    occult  being  Csesar :  if  it  is  to  be  Gladstone 
practice.     The    subterfuges  are  the  or  Nobody  in  the  line  of  statesman, 
expedients  of  a  well-intending,  but  the  prospects  of  Nobody  are  deoided- 
vcry    weak,    mind.      The    Premier  ly  encouraging, 
knew  not  the  difficulties   and  pit- 
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CHARLE8  JAME8  LEVER. 

Wi  have  lost  in  Charles  Lever  one  of  those  brilliant  and  cheering  lights, 
the  extinction  of  which  maj  be  said  to  "eclipse  the  gaiety  of  nations."  He 
died  of  heart  disease,  at  Trieste,  on  the  1st  of  June  current,  in  the  68d 
year  of  his  age.  He  had  been  very  unwell  for  some  time  past,  and  his 
dangerous  state  was  well  known  to  his  family,  and  its  termination  calmly 
contemplated  by  himself.  His  death  at  last  seems  to  have  been  painless 
and  peaceful,  and  had  apparently  occurred  in  sleep,  without  a  struggle. 
His  letters  latterly  bore  constant  allusion  to  the  broken  state  of  his 
health,  and  expressed  his  conviction  that  the  end  was  very  near  at  hand ; 
but  the  very  letters  which  conveyed  these  melancholy  but  resigned  fore- 
bodings were,  at  the  same  time,  so  full  of  life  and  fun,  that  his  corre- 
spondents could  not  and  hardly  can  now  realise  the  fact  that  his  bright 
spirit  was  so  soon  to  be  quenched. 

In  conversation  his  cheerfulness  was  all  along  unimpaired;  and  those 
who  saw  him  at  the  close  in  Trieste,  sitting  with  his  daughteiis  and  one  or 
two  friends  in  his  house,  or  more  frequently  in  his  garden,  bright,  clear, 
and  pleasant  as  ever,  though  labouring  under  the  painful  struggling 
bi*eathlessncs8  of  that  malady  which  was  so  soon  to  prove  fatal,  will  always 
bear  with  them  a  solemn  but  not  at  all  sad  recollection  of  the  last  days  of 
Charles  Lever.  Painful  as  the  end  must  ever  be  of  those  we  love,  his  was 
Huch  as  all  of  us  could  wish  to  see,  and  none  could  fail  to  sympathise  with, 
for  the  stout  fresh-hearted  old  man  of  genius,  whose  tales  had  gladdened  so 
many  of  us  in  our  youth,  and  stimulated  ufi  who  read  to  bold  and  honour- 
able action. 

It  is  now  nearly  forty  years  ago  since  he  began  to  issue  that  re- 
markable series  of  joyous  and  genial  fictions  which  have  filled  so  many 
young  hearts  with  so  much  innocent  mirth,  and  which  have  (lowed  forth 
ever  since  in  a  continuous  stream  without  intermission,  and  without  sen- 
sible abatement  in  their  vigour  and  vivacity.  Only  in  our  last  Number 
we  had  occasion  to  notice  his  last  production,  which  is  distinguished  by 
some  of  the  best  excellences  of  his  style.  We  mean  to  take  an  early  op- 
portunity of  saying  again  more  at  length  what  we  think  of  those  *  Harry 
Lorrequers,'  *  Charles  O'Malleys,'  &c.  &c.,  over  whose  fun,  frolics,  and 
adventure.s,  most  active  men  now  of  middle  age  have  rejoiced,  and  in 
which  we  are  glad  to  believe  our  younger  friends  still  heartily  delight. 
We  may  venture  now,  however,  to  mention  the  *  Dodd  Family  Abroad  * 
and  the  'O^Dowd  Papers,'  not  so  generally  associated  with  his  name  as 
the  novels,  but  showing  that  the  brilliant  novelist  was  an  infinitely 
deeptr    thinker    than    many    an    essayist    of    much    more    solemn    pre- 
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tensions.  The  '  Dodd  Family  *  presents  the  best  picture  that  wb  know 
of  foreign  life ;  and  the  versatility  and  variety  exhibited  in  the 
letters  of  the  dififerent  characters  will  bear  comparison  with  the  same  fea- 
tures which  have  always  been  so  much  admired  in  Smollett's  best  novel. 
The  ^^  0*Dowderies,''  which  first  appeared  in  the  pages  of  this  Magazine,  are 
strikingly  characteristic  of  the  man  and  the  author.  The  mixture  of  wit  and 
wisdom,  of  good-humour  and  sarcasm,  of  Irish  wit  and  English  sense,  and 
of  knowledge  of  the  world,  with  that  freshness  of  heart  which  so  seldom 
survives  the  attainment  of  worldly  wisdom,  is  very  remarkable,  and  per- 
haps unrivalled.  The  writer  makes  game  of  every  folly,  and  unmasks 
every  imposture;  and  few  works  will  afford  more  practical  instruction  in 
life  and  everyday  conduct,  or  more  assistance'  in  avoiding  absurdities,  and 
attaining  the  golden  mean  of  moderation  in  sentiment  and  opinion,  than 
this  most  readable  and  entertaining  miscellany. 

In  private  life  Lever^s  character  was  eminently  amiable  and  exemplary. 
His  domestic  relations  were  of  the  warmest  and  closest  kind,  and  animated 
by  the  strongest  mutual  affection.  With  all  his  wit  and  power  of  satire,  he 
never  made  an  enemy ;  he  never  said  an  ill-natured  thing ;  and  he  secured 
the  friendship  of  all  who  knew  him,  whose  friendship  was  worth  obtaining. 
He  had  not  the  disposition  which  fits  a  man  for  making  money ;  but  he 
had  that  cheerful  turn  of  mind  which,  as  David  Hume  says,  it  is  more 
happy  to  possess  than  to  be  bom  to  an  estate  of  £10,000  a-year.  His 
official  position  in  Italy  gave  him  opportunities  of  showing  kindness  and 
hospitality,  of  which  he  amply  availed  himself.  His  death  was  such  as 
he  had  wished  it  to  be, — happening  while  he  was  still  in  full  possession 
of  his  faculties,  and  vrithout  being  subjected  to  any  lengthened  suffering, 
or  becoming  a  weariness  to  himself,  and  to  the  dear  ones  around  him. 
He  hns  died  universally  regretted ;  and  his  family  will  meet  from  all 
hearts  the  warmest  sympathy  and  the  kindest  good  wishes  for  their 
welfare. 

We  should  do  injustice  to  our  own  feelings  if  we  did  not,  in  this  brief 
expression  of  the  loss  we  have  sustained,  allude  to  the  close  fHendsiiip 
which  has  for  years  subsisted  between  Mr.  Lever  and  ourselves,  and  to  tlie 
warm  cordiality  and  unbroken  harmony  which  have  attended  oar  inter- 
course throughout. 
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CHAPTER   XXI. — TO    BUSINESS    AT   LAST. 


But  even  the  longest  winter  must  we  went  up  to  town  together  to  make 

come  to  an   end.     Parliament  was  a  final  selection,  was  of  the  regular 

summoned  for  the  8th  of  February,  London    pattern,   two    rooms    to  a 

and   a  day  or  two  before  that  we  floor  ;    a    comfortable,    but  gloomy 

established    ourselves    in    London,  dining-room,     with    a    still     more 

*'  Bettor    take    a    furnished    house  gloomy  apartment  at  the  back,  to  be 

for  a  season  or  two,"  said  Mr.  Pater-  devoted    henceforth    to    blue-books 

son,   "  till  you   see  your  way,   and  and  business ;  two  drawiqg-rooms  on 

find    out    exactly  what  you   want,  the  first  floor,  to  which  the  rest  of 

A  house  that  would  suit  you  very  the  house  had  been  sacrificed  ;.  then 

well    now,    might    be    inconvenient  came  a  bedroom  and  dressing-room ; 

by-and-by,   if  you  become  a  great  over  that  a  spare  room  destined  for 

man ;  besides  it  is  just  as  well  to  Sybil   later  in  the  season,   with  a 

begin  quietly.      It  is  easy  enough  little  workroom  for  Eva  at  the  back  ; 

to  expand  in  your  scale  of  living,  while  a  narrow  staircase  led  from 

the  difliculty  always  is  in  contract-  this  floor  to  the  servants'  rooms  at 

ing  it."   Acting  on  this  sound  advice  the  top,  where  you  could  touch  the 

wo  had  secured  a  small  house  in  the  ceiling  with  your  hand,  and  where 

direction  of  Queen's  Gate.     My  first  they  must  inevitably  be  burnt  to  death 

impulse  would  have  been  to  settle  on  the  outbreak  of  fire.     The  furni- 

down  somewhere  near  to  Westmin-  ture  was    good    and  new,   for  the 

ster,   but    I    recollected  that  Lord  original  tenant  (*  something  in  the 

Palmcrston  had  recommended  a  walk  city')  had  only  been  a  short  time  in 

home  as  the  best  sedative  after  the  occupation.     Nobody  in   the  house 

excitement  of  debate,  so  in  this  view  seemed  ever  to  have  written  a  letter, 

the  distance  appeared  just  the  pro-  the  appliances  for  which  were  wholly 

per    thing.     The    house,   of    which  wanting,  or  opened  a  book ;  but  the 

Eva  expressed  full  approval  when  addition  of  a  writing-table  or  two 
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and    some    book  shelves    completed  you  start  upon.     We  are  all  crca- 

our  arrangements  in  this  respect,  and  tures   of  habit     So,  if  I   may   pre- 

when  our   books  and  other  belong-  sume  to  offer  advice  on  the  matter, 

ings  were  unpacked  our  new  abode  I  would  say,  begin  quietly.      There 

began  to  look  sufficiently  snug.  is  no  call  to  do  much  for  the  first 

About  this  time  the  schedule  was  year  or  two,  and  it  will  be  easy 
completed  at  last,  the  duties  finally  enough  to  expand  as  occasion  re- 
paid   and    declarations    sworn,   and  quires." 

the   estate   handed  over  to  my  own  It    was   in   furtherance  of   sound 

control.     And  looking  over  the  ac-  advice  of  the  same  kind  previously 

count,  I  i^as  really  distressed  to  see  administered,  with  which  my  expe- 

how  small  were   the   charges   made  rience  of  English  life  so  far  acquired 

for     transacting    all     my    business,  entirely   agreed,   for   I   had  already 

hardly   enough,   it    seemed,    to   pay  discovered  it  was  very  easy  to  spend 

for  the  wine  we  had  drunk  at  Mr.  money,   that   the  modest  house  by 

Paterson^s   table.     Discovering  how  Queen's    Gate    had    been     selected, 

httle   there  was  to  discharge  for  all  and  our  household  was  now  organ- 

the   trouble  the  firm  had  taken  on  iscd  on  a  scale  to  match.     Frederic, 

my  behalf,   I  felt  more  than    ever  Mr.  Paterson's  servant,  got  us  a  man 

ashamed    at    the    horrid  suspicions  like  himself^  and  a  cook  and  under- 

of   eailier    days,   the  very   thought  maid  were   procured    through  Mrs. 

of   which  made  my   cheeks   tingle,  Herries's  agency,  who,  with  Annette, 

more  especially  when  I  recalled  the  completed     the     establishment       I 

unworthy  expectations  of  later  ones,  bought    a    brougham    and    a    light 

that  these  disinterested  exertions  in  phseton  for  Eva,  for  which,  follow- 

the  matter  of  the  election  and  every-  ing  universal  custom,  we  jobbed  the 

thing  else  would   bo   accounted  for  horses,    together    with    a    corpulent 

in   the  bill.       The  bill   paid,   there  coachman,   accustomed  evidently  to 

was  still  a  heavy  load  of  obligation  late  hours  and  beer ;  we  jobbed  also 

remaining,  of  genuine  hearty  kind-  a  couple  of  saddle-horses,  good  for 

ness,   which    it   would    be    difficult  park  riding,  but  not  for  much  else, 

ever  to  repay.  "  Now,  Eva,"  I  said,  on  the  event- 

"And  now,"  said  my  kind  old  ful  morning  when  Parliament  was 
friend,  as  we  were  talking  over  the  to  assemble,  "  I  have  kept  the  purse 
business  in  his  room  in  Graccchurch  hitherto,  and  all  the  accounts,  In- 
Street,  "you  see  pretty  clearly  how  dian  fashion,  but  I  am  going  to  be 
matters  stand.  Arranging,  as  we  dreadfully  busy  now,  so  you  must 
have  done,  to  distribute  your  elec-  take  the  housekeeping  ofif  my  hands. 
tion  expenses  over  three  years,  and  See,  here  is  a  little  stock-in-trade  for 
giving  you  a  couple  more  to  clear  the  fair  accountant,"  and  so  saying 
off  the  succession  duties,  you  leave  I  produced  a  little  volume  bound  in 
your  capital  untouched,  and  still  russia,  with  gilt  edges  and  a  gilt 
have  close  upon  two  thousand  five  lock  and  key,  gilt  lettered  "Cash- 
hundred  a-year  to  start  with.  You  Book"  on  the  back, 
won't  find  it  a  i)enny  too  much  for  **  I  will  try,  Charlie,  but  I  am 
a  man  in  Parliament,  especially  if  afraid  I  shall  make  an  awful  mess 
you  are  going  to  be  liberal  in  your  of  it  I  never  could  understand 
subscriptions  and  so  forth,  down  at  anything  about  accounts." 
Leatherby ;  but,  depend  on  it,  you  "  I  suppose  you  have  never  had 
will  find  it  every  bit  as  easy  to  Uve  much  to  do  with  them,  so  far,  dear, 
on  that  sum  as  on  twice  the  amount  but  you  will  find  it  the  easiest  thing 
Everything    depends   on    the    scale  possible.     You  just  put  on  this  side 
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all  the  money  you  receive,  and  on  so    solemn    without    meaning    any- 

the  other   all    you   spend,   and   the  thing  by  it     But   I   don't  want  to 

difference  will   be  your  balance  in  make  these  accounts  very  tremend- 

hand."  ous  at   first     I  will  tell  you  how 

'*  ril   try,    Charlie ;    but  I  never  we  will  arrange  matters.      I  must 

could  do  addition  of  money,  and  I  keep  an  account  of  some  sort  with 

am   sure  I  shall  never  be  able  to  the  Leatherby  bank,  or  old  St.  Leger 

add  up  those  long  pages  properly."  will  be  in  a  huff,  and  Mrs.  Gernell 

"A  little    practice  will   make   it  will  never  forgive  us.     I  will  make 

quite  easy,  my  child.     It's  a  mere  over  their  cheque-book  to  you.     You 

question  of  practice.     Look  at  that  shall  draw  cheques  upon  them  for 

dashing  young  lady  in  the  counting-  all    your  expenditure,   and  then  at 

house    at    the    Belgravia.      I    don't  the  end  of  the  month  I  will  make 

suppose  she  was  particularly  clever,  good  what    you   have   drawn    from 

but  she  could  add  you   up  a  bill,  them  from  my  London  account,  so 

or    turn    napoleons  into   sovereigns  as    to    keep  a  fixed    balance   with 

at    the   exchange  of   the  day,   like  them.     You  shall  be,  in  fact,  a  fixed 

lightning.     You  have  only  to    try,  imprest  holder,  as  the  accountants 

and  with  a  little  practice  you  will  call  it." 

be  astonished  at  your  own  powers  "  I  don't    understand   what    that 

in  the  arithmetical  line."  means,"   said    Eva ;    **  but   I   think 

**0h,  it's  all  very  well  to  flatter,  I  should  be  able  to  manage  the 
Charlie,  but  you  don't  know  how  cheques  much  better  than  keeping 
stupid  I  am.  I  am  sure  I  shall  that  dreadful  book." 
never  be  able  to  manage  it."  And  This  arrangement  was  accordingly 
Eva,  as  she  said  this,  leaned  over  determined  on,  and  I  set  off  to  take 
the  table  on  which  the  book  was  my  seat  in  the  House.  But  some- 
lying,  and  looked  quite  downcast,  how  this  day,  to  which  I  had  been 
and  almost  ready  to  err.  looking  forward  so  impatiently,  yet 

**You  know,   Eva,''  I  said,  after  brought  with  it  a  certain   sense  of 

a  pause,   *^I  don't  want  to  bother  disappointment     Already  there  was 

you,  but  a  moderate  degree  of  care  a  tinge  of  alloy  in  the  anticipated 

in   money  matters  makes  money  go  happiness,  a.  bitter  flavour  left  from 

much   further,  and  will  add  to  the  the   morning's    talk.      Could    I    be 

comfort  of  both  of  us.     You  can't  doing  my  duty  by  my  little   wife 

want  to  go  through  life'  without  a  if  she  was  thus  so  soon  getting  to 

little   trouble   of  this  sort      All    I  be  afraid  of  my  looks  and  words  ? 

want  you  to  do  is  to  make  a  begin-  How,  if  a  feeling  of  this  sort  had 

ning."           •  so  soon  arisen,  when  we  had  thus 

**  It  isn't  the  trouble  I  mind,"  far  been  like  lovers  leading  a  honey- 
said  Eva ;  "but  I  am  afraid  of  moon  life,  how  would  it  be  kept 
making  blunders,  and  then  you  down  amid  the  distractions  and 
will  be  angry  with  me."  preoccupations  of   the  profession   I 

**  Angry  with  you,  my  dear  Eva  1  had    now    embarked    upon  ?    Some 

When  have  I  ever  been  angry  with  such    uneasy  reflections    came    un- 

you  ?  How  can  you  say  such  things  ?"  bidden  into  my  mind  as  I  walked 

"No,  not  angry  exactly;  but  you  down  towards  Westminster,  but  I 
will  look  so  grave  if  I  don't  manage  was  too  much  engrossed  by  the 
that  dreadful  book  properly,  and  coming  ceremony  to  pursue  the  re- 
then  I  shall  get  frightened,  and  then  flection.  We  are  fond  of  saying 
I  shall  be  more  stupid  than  ever."  that  we  are  the  crdktures  of  circum- 

^  It  is  I  who  am  stupid,  to  look  stance ;   but  is  it  not  oftener  true 
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that  we  allow  circumstances  to  mas-  that  meal  at  the  Lowders,  who  had 

iiv  us,  instead  of  shaping  them   to  found   us   out   immediately   on    our 

suit   our   purpose  ?      We   see   more  coming  to  town.     There  was  a  rather 

or  less  dimly  in   the   course  of  life  large    party,   and   as    the    Sergeant 

whither  we  are  tending,  and  might,  took    Eva    down    I    overheard   him 

if  we  chose,  keep  clear  of  the  rocks  say,  "  So,  Mrs.  West,  your  husband 

looming  ahead;    but  vanity,   pride,  has  made    his   dehut  in  the  IIouso 

oftcner  still  indolence  and  a  sort  of  at  last."     **Yes,"  said  Eva;  "I  am 

mental  flabbiness,  from  which  hardly  so  glad.     I  wish  I  had  been   there, 

any   are   free,   act  more   powerfully  But  did  he  make  a   nice   speech?" 

than  the  whispered  murmurings   of  After     this     I     did    not    feel    very 

conscience,  and    thus   too   often   we  keen  about  discussing  my  first  day 

are  content  to  drift  on  till  it  is  too  in    Parliament   with    her    after    we 

late  to  avert  the  disaster.  returned  home,  but  as  it  happened, 

Sergeant  Lowder  was  waiting  for  Eva  did  not  put  any  questions, 
me  by  appointment  in  Westminster  The  popular  notion  about  young 
Hall,  having  just  come  off  a  case  in  and  aspiring  members  is,  that  they 
the  Common  Pleas,  and  under  his  enter  the  llouse  ardent  with  zeal, 
shelter  I  made  my  first  entry  through  burning  to  distinguish  themselves, 
the  side-door  sacred  to  members.  It  and  sitting  steadily  through  the 
was  worth  being  in  Parliament,  I  debates  in  the  hope  of  some  chance 
observed,  if  only  that  you  can  hear  opportunity  of  coming  forward ;  or 
the  debates  when  you  like,  without  else  that  they  work  up  for  some 
being  subjected  to  the  indignities  great  occasion  when  they  may  break 
undergone  by  visitors  to  the  galleries,  out  with  a  great  oration  ;  but  that 
Why  should  the  servants  of  the  these  zealots  gradually  cool  down  on 
j)Coplc*s  representatives  surpass  in  making  the  surprising  discovery  that 
insolence  all  other  creatures  of  the  a  mere  indefinite  aspiration  after 
)>eadle  and  verger  class  ?  And  I  greatness  is  not  a  specific  recipe  for 
thought  if  ever  I  became  better  obtaining  it,  and  eventually  settle 
acquainted  with  the  Speaker,  I  down  into  humdrum  members  of 
would  take  the  liberty  of  putting  the  ordinary  kind,  vastly  different 
that  question  to  him.  to  the  creations  of  their  early  fan- 
In  the  library  we  found  Mr.  Sheep-  cies.  However  that  may  be,  the 
shanks,  who  had  come  up  on  one  of  process  of  disillusion  ought  certainly 
his  rare  visits  to  town,  and  who,  not  to  take  long;  and,  as  already 
with  the  Sergeant,  introduced  me  to  remarked,  I  had  seen  sufficient, 
the  House.  There  were  five  or  six  even  during  my  few  visits  to  the 
members  to  be  sworn  in,  and  after  gallery  of  the  House,  to  admit  of 
tlmt  process,  there  being  no  room  forming  a  pretty  clear  conception 
this  day  behind  the  Treasury  bench,  of  what  the  reality  of  membership 
I  took  up  my  position  on  a  back  would  be,  the  dreary  waste  of  time, 
si3tit  below  the  gangway  on  the  the  indescribable  tedium  of  about 
snme  side,  .and  set  out  from  there  three-fourths  of  the  business  that 
to  watch  the  men  and  manners  of  went  on.  Nor  did  it  take  long  to 
tbe  place.  On  this  first  day  there  discover  that  an  ordinary  member 
was  little  doing,  although  the  House  need  be  very  little  there  ;  and  in  fact 
was  very  full.  There  was  the  usual  I  used  at  first  to  attend  only  suffi- 
addrcss,  but  the  speeches  on  it  from  cicntly  often  to  vote  when  required 
the  Opposition  were  brief  and  un-  for  any  important  division,  and  to 
interesting :  and  we  all  got  away  in  learn  the  ways  of  the  House,  which, 
time    for    dinner.      AVe  partook   of  after  all,  so  far  at  least  as  regarded 
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their  effect  on  other  people,  were  nificant  of  that  sort ;  pray  excuse 
very  soon  mastered.  The  thing  us,  we  are  really  very  humble, 
which  had  most  interest  for  me  was  This,  however,  was  a  mere  lobby 
the  comparative  success  of  different  and  library  manner,  so  to  speak, 
members ;  to  analyse  the  reasons  why  Inside  the  House  the  Treasury 
some  men,  not  particularly  able  or  Bench  could  be  fierce  enough  ;  per- 
striking  in  their  delivery,  neverthe-  suasive  indeed,  and  mildly  reproach- 
less  always  were  listened  to  with  ful  towards  their  erring  friends  be- 
attention,  while  others,  although  low  the  gangway,  who  were  dis- 
maybo  voluble  enough,  were  uni-  posed  to  be  always  kicking  over  the 
formly  snubbed  and  suppressed.  Treasury  traces,  and,  in  fact,  gave  a 
But  the  ways  and  manners  of  the  great  deal  more  trouble  than  the 
House  generally  were  an  inter-  Opposition,  but  rolling  out  sarcasm 
csting  study.  The  most  noticeable  and  defiance  against  honourable 
thing,  perhaps,  was  the  sort  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
deprecating  manner  which  members  House. 

generally  assumed,  especially   when  Another  thing  that  struck  me  at 

walking  through   Westminster   Hall  first   very  keenly  was   the  want  of 

or  in  the  lobbies,  between  four  and  reality   about   the    party   struggling 

five  oVlock,  at  which  time  the  latter  that  went  on,  or,  to  be  more  accu- 

place  usually  contained  a  sprinkling  rate,  the  artificial  nature  of  the  con- 

of  constituents  seeking  admission,  or  test,   for  the   strife   was    sometimes 

admiring    the  spectacle   in    the  ab-  real  enough  in  one  sense.     I  could 

stract.     I  do  not  say  but  that  some  have  understood  that  youngsters  at 

members,   who   saw  the   obsequious  a    debating    club    might    grow  hot 

policeman  jostling  visitors  aside    to  over  argument,  profoundly  impressed 

make   way  for  them,  may  have  felt  with   the   truth   and    importance   of 

inward  pride  at  a  sense  of  their  im-  their    own  views    of   things ;     that 

portance.     There  may  perhaps  have  men  just  on  the  threshold  of  public 

been    such,  possibly  borough    mem-  life,   should  believe  there  was  only 

bers   for   Liberal   constituencies,  but  one  side  to  any  question,  and  be  un- 

the  general   aspect  of  members  was  able    to   understand    how    anybody 

one   of  a   deprecating   character,   as  could  think   differently   from  them- 

much  as  tp  say,  Here  we  are,  gentle-  selves ;    how  in   such  cases  passion 

men,  most  unworthy  misrepresenta-  might  be  made  to  do  duty  for  logic, 

tivcs   of  you    who   are   looking   on.  and  anger  take  the  place  of  articu- 

Wc   feel  that   the   difference  in  our  late  utterance:    but   I   confess   to  a 

positions    is  "a   most  invidious   one,  feeling  of  surprise  when  I  came  to 

and   really   if  things   were   as   they  look  on  and  see  who  the  men  were 

ought  to  be,  you  would  be  in  our  that  carried   on  this   Parliamentary 

places  and  we  in  yours ;  but,  in  the  warfare ;    that  the   leaders   oh  both 

mean  time,   pray  excuse  us,  we  are  sides   were   quite    old    men,    whoso 

very  humble.     The   attitude   of  the  own  political  careers  gave   evidence 

Ministerial    members     towards     the  in    l\ow    many   different   ways    the 

rest   of  the   House  was  even   more  same  opinions  could  be  regarded  by 

apologetic,  as  if  to  say.  It  is  really  similar  minds,  not  to  say  the  same 

quite  absurd  that  we  sliould   be   in  minds ;  men  in  the  decline   of  life, 

office   and  you   gentlemen  not ;  but  who  in  all  other  affairs  had  probably 

pray    don't    suppose    we    take  any  grown    tolerant    and    dispassionate, 

credit   to   ourselves    for   it — a  mere  free   from   the    passions   and   preju- 

accident,  a  foolish  trick  of  speaking  dices   which    pervert    the  judgment 

has    done    it,    or    something    insig-  of  younger  people;   men,   in   short. 
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whom  one  would  be  disposed  to  change,  the  other  its  advocacy  of 
regard  as  raised  above  the  level  of  constant  change.  Both  parties  now 
ordinary  strife,  and  who  might  suney  admitted  that  reform  of  any  part  of 
in  undisturbed  serenity  the  strife  of  our  instittitions  was  advisable,  if 
less  experienced  and  more  Iiot-  only  a  sufficient  case  could  be  made 
blooded  mortals.  Of  course  I  knew  out  for  it;  opinion  merely  differed 
that  it  actually  was  not  so ;  but  then  as  to  what  constituted  a  valid 
Merrifield  and  Braham  and  the  case.  Further  so  many  of  the 
rest  had  hitherto  been  mere  ab-  leaders  had  changed  both  their 
stractions,  and  it  was  not  until  I  opinions  and  their,  sides  at  dififerent 
had  taken  my  seat  and  noticed  the  times,  even  the  two  parties  having 
sea  of  bald  heads  whenever  mem-  once  themselves  changed  places — the 
bers  were  uncovered,  that  I  realized  whilome  constitutionalists  on  one 
the  incongruity  of  the  proceedings,  memorable  occasion  setting  the  exam- 
Tndced,  the  older  the  men  the  more  pie  of  taking  a  header  over  a  consti- 
ficrce  the  language  very  often.  The  tutional  Niagara  while  their  oppon- 
bitterest  sarcasms  upon  the  Govern-  ents  in  vain  tried  to  swim  against 
ment  used  to  come  from  a  man  well  the  torrent — and  in  fact  all  broad 
on  the  wrong  side  of  sixty,  and  the  lines  of  demarcation  had  become 
most  violent  and  recriminative  re-  blurred  and  almost  obliterated.  The 
joinders  from  an  equally  venerable  opinions  of  the  two  parties  were  now 
opponent  In  fact,  in  politics  men  for  the  most  part  shaped  by  the 
seemed  always  to  remain  young  ;  views  of  their  leaders  for  the  time 
and  the  seniors,  who,  it  might  be  being;  and  as  it  was  usually  quite 
supposed,  would  have  .preferred  sit-  an  open  question  what  view  each  of 
ting  calmly  to  survey  our  conflicts  these  two  distinguished  men  would 
from  afar,  like  the  blameless  Ethio-  tike  upon  any  point  that  arose, 
pians  of  Homer,  were  the  very  Ajax  party  politics  were  reduced  to  a 
and  Hector  of  the  strife.  This  perfectly  incoherent  condition.  All 
struck  me  the  more  coming  from  that  could  be  predicted  was,  that 
India,  where  old  men — that  is,  old  whichever  side  got  the  start  in  any 
Englishmen — of  any  sort  were  rare,  proposal,  the  other  would  probably 
being  either  civilians  passed  over  oppose  it ;  one  party  was  just  as 
in  promotion,  and  therefore  with-  likely  as  the  otlier  to  assume  at  any 
drawn  from  the  race  of  official  moment  the  office  of  drag  to  the 
competition,  or  generals  and  gover-  political  coach.  But  it  was  plain 
nors,  personages  to  be  treated  with  that  there  needed  only  the  rise  of 
deference  and  respect  some  great  question  of  principle  in 
The  want  of  reality  about  Parlia-  order  that  the  House  should  re- 
men  tary  warfare  struck  me  the  more  cast  itself  anew ;  the  existing  party 
visibly,  because  when  I  entered  the  distinctions  covered  no  longer  any 
House  parties  in  their  original  sense  real  differences  of  opinion ;  while 
had  ceased  to  exist  In  former  the  majority  of  the  members  were 
days  the  two  great  divisions  repre-  so  essentially  agreed  on  main  prin- 
sen  ted  two  specific  sets  of  altogether  ciples  as  to  present  the  elements  for 
diverse  political  opinions,  and  a  man  a  combined  party  with  a  command- 
found  no  difficulty  in  deciding  to  ing  majority,  so  soon  as  the  ties  of 
which  of  the  two  he  would  belong,  personal  predilections  and  dislikes 
Thit  now  there  was  no  longer  any  which  stills  retained  men  in  nominal 
positive  difference  in  principle  be-  bondage  should  be  shaken  off.  I 
tween  them.  The  one  side  had  given  give  these  first  impressions  now  be- 
up  its  original  rdle  of  resisting  all  cause,  although  they  may  be  by  no 
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means  original^  other  persons  having  individual,    there    was    sure    to    be 

no  doubt  received  them  in  their  turn  some    one    in    the    assembly    who 

just  in  the  same  way,  it  appeared  to  would   detect    a    fallacy,  some    one 

me  that   first   impressions  were  the  against   whose    taste    any    fault    of 

most  accurate ;  for  that  after  a  cer-  manner  or   impropriety   of   thought 

tain  time  men  in  the  House  got  to  would  offend.     But  what  struck  me 

settle  down  into  a  conventional  way  still  more  forcibly,  more  even  than 

of  looking  at  all   political  matters,  the  ease  and  readiness  of  the  best 

till  at  last   the  formalities  of  party  speakers,  was  the  tolerance  of  the 

government    became    in   their  eyes  House  for  bores.     Certain  men,  in- 

^omething    inherent  in   the   natural  deed,  for  flippancy   without  wit,  or 

condition  of  things.  something  or  other  offensive  in  their 

Another  phenomenon  which  sur-  manner,  were  put  down  without 
prised  me  a  good  deal  at  first  was  mercy ;  but  for  wearisome  talking  if 
the  number  of  members  who  seemed  otherwise  inoffensive  there  appeared 
to  have  no  business  in  Parliament,  an  infinite  sufferance,  although  it 
I  don't  mean  the  young  swells  who  must  be  added  the  House  would  often 
entered  for  the  fun  of  the  thing,  or  he  made  up  of  bores  only,  waiting 
as  something  to  be  done  as  a  matter  for  their  own  innings,  and  exercising 
of  course,  just  like  coming  of  age,  patience  on  the  give-and-take  princi- 
and  wlio  seldom  showed  except  at  pie.  What  conceivable  object  these 
four  o'clock,  when  questions  were  gentlemen  proposed  to  themselves 
asked,  or  perhaps  looked  in  for  half  it  would  be  difficult  to  understand, 
an  hour  with  their  white  ties  and  They  had  never  anything  original 
button-hole  geraniums  after  dinner;  to  say,  nor  anything  original  in  the 
nor  the  older  county  members,  who,  manner  of  saying  it ;  they  did  not 
if  they  seldom  spoke,  added  weight  advance  the  cause  of  humanity  or 
to  the  House,  and  formed  a  very  legislation  by  speaking,  nor  even 
imposing  audience;  nor  the  lawyers  their  own,  for  their  utterances  sel- 
whose  main  attention  was  given  to  dom  got  more  than  a  line  or  two  of 
their  professional  practice,  and  who  space  in  the  newspapers,  and  were 
looked  at  politics  merely  as  a  means  very  often  left  out  altogether,  and 
to  an  end.  There  were  a  lot  of  men  what  they  said,  or  thought,  or  did, 
who  seemed  to  fulfil  no  useful  func-  had  not  the  smallest  apparent  influ- 
tions  either  in  or  out  of  the  House ;  once  on  anybody  or  anything ;  yet 
who  knew  nobody,  not  even  each  night  after  night  would  these  gen- 
other  ;  who  seldom  spoke  dt  all  and  tlemen  be  in  their  places,  springing 
never  to  the  point ;  middle-aged  men  up  in  coveys  whenever  the  plat- 
for  the  most  part  with  a  very  ques-  form  was  vacant  to  catch  the 
tionable  command  of  the  letter  A,  Speaker's  eye,  time  after  time,  till 
who  sat  about  in  obscure  parts  of  at  last  by  the  process  of  elimination 
the  House,  and  apparently  derived  every  one  of  the  party  had  had  his 
from  that  proceeding  their  only  say,  and  the  debate  could  be  closed, 
gratification.  Night  after  night   this   used    to  go 

It  would   be  a  trite  thing  to  re-  on,  and  the  same  well-known  names 

mark   that   if  there  were  not  many  to   appear   in  next  morning's  paper 

good  speakers,  the  House  collectively  with  a  brief  abstract   tagged  on   to 

made    a  very  formidable    audience,  each.     But  different  orders  of  beings 

but   the  impression  was  so  striking  find  happiness    in    different  ways ; 

at  first  that  it  is  worth  recording,  the  jackdaw,  perhaps,  takes  quite  as 

One    felt    that   whatever    might  bo  much   pleasure    in   its   croaking    as 

the  mental  calibre  of  each  particular  the  nightingale  in  its  song. 
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However,   I    give     these    inipres-    tl^cre  was  a  slight  titter.     And  next 
sions  because  they  only  lasted  for  a    Saturday    the     Overseer^   a    weekly 
time.     After  a  very  few  days    the  paper  much  given    to  epigram  and 
strangeness   of  the  life   passed   off;  omniscience,    devoted     one    of    the 
men    no    longer    noticed    the    new  smart  little  paragraphs  that  made  up 
member    in    the    library    or    other  its   first   two  or  three  pages  to  this 
haunts   of  the   house ;    and  I  came  incident      "  The  colonels  are  being 
and  went  like  the  rest.      And  then  reinforced  by  the  captains.     The  last 
arose    impatience    to    enter   on   the  recruit  to  this  obstructive  brigade  is 
real    business    which    brought    me  a  Captain  West  of  the  artillery,  who 
there.     The  point  was  how  to   set  succeeded  Lord  Stowc  at  Leatherby 
about  it,  for  I  was  too  keenly  alive  (borough   with   of   course   a   purely 
to  the    faults  of  others  not  to  be  agricultural   constituency),   a  young 
anxious  to  avoid  becoming  a  bore  officer    evidently    endowed    with    a 
myself.      There  was  of  course  the  fine    capacity  for    small  regimental 
regular  recipe  of  a  big  first  speech  details,  as  evidenced  by  his  flippant 
for  a  new  member  is  always  listened  comment  on  the  Paymaster-General's 
to;     but  then    a   big  speech  might  statement     last     Fiiday     sennight, 
prove  flat,  and  it  would  be  awkward  When    will    these    military    gentry 
to  start  again  with  the  incubus  of  a  understand    that  the  country    does 
first  failure.      A   better   course   ap-  not   care  a   fig   whether  a   thing  is 
peared  to  be  to  warm  gradually  into  called  a  battery  or  a  brigade,  but  wants 
work,   beginning  by  casual  remarks  men  with  a  definite  policy  on  mili- 
in    committee,     and    so    proceeding  tary  organisation ;  above  all,   wants 
onwards     to     higher    flights     with  brains  ?     Cannot    they    understand, 
practice,   as  the   first  sliyness  wofe  too,    that  it   is   because    wo   cannot 
ofi^,  taking  care,  above  all,  never  to  find  knowledge  conjoined  with  ideas 
say  anything  unless  there  were  some-  that   the   country  prefers   a   civilian 
thing  to  say.     But  my  first  attempt  administration  of  the  army — prefers 
was  not  a  very  happy  one.     The  Pay-  even   the   vague  generalities   of  the 
master-General   to   the   Forces,   who  Paj'master-General  to  the  small  ex- 
had  just  been  caught  and  was  quite  actness   of  military  men,  who  seem 
new   to    military    business,    having  unable  to   look    beyond    their  own 
stated  that  the  artillery  was  divided  parade  ground  f      This  was   a  bad 
into  horse  and  foot  artillery,  I  rose  beginning,  and  matters  did  not  ini- 
to  explain  that  there  were  three  kinds  prove  when,  a  day  or  two  later,  on 
of  artillery  recognised  in  her  Majes-  Mr.  Thorowcome  observing  that  the 
ty's   service  —  namely,   horse,   field,  inspector-general   of  recruiting  con- 
and   garrison    artillery ;    whereupon  sidered  it   a  very  healthy  sign   that 
that  official   replied    that    this   was  the  artillery  were   only  about   1500 
just  what  he  meant — there  was  the  below  their  proper  strength,  the  de- 
artillery   with    horses    for    duty    in  mon  of  impatience  possessed  me  to 
the    field,   and    there  was    the    ar-  get  up  and  say  that  as  a  matter  of 
tillery   for  garrison   duty,   which  he  fact    the    regiment  was    just    1850 
had    for    convenience'    sake    styled  short  of  the  required   recruits,  and 
the  foot-artillery ;    but    he   was    ohr  that  this  fact  appeared  in  my  poor 
liged  to  the  honourable  and  gallant  judgment  to  indicate  a  very  unsatis- 
meniber   for  setting  him  right   as  to  factory  state  of  things.     Whereupon 
the  more  exact  terminology,  whereon  Mr.    Thorowcome    blandly    retorted 
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that  no  doubt  the  honourable  and  you  I  have  been  in  the  regiment 
gallant  member  (from  whose  valu-  more  than  twenty  years,  and  I  never 
able  aid  in  these  discussions  he  hoped  saw  anything  like  it"  And  Cobbe 
the  House  would  derive  much  future  Smith  was  so  oppressed  with  a  sense 
benefit)  thought  with  others  of  his  of  his  inability  to  proceed  on  a  cam- 
cloth  that  there  was  nothing  like  lea-  paign  the  next  morning  with  all  the 
ther.  AVell,  the  honourable  and  gal-  guns  of  his  battery,  that  he  sat  back 
lant  member's  statement  about  the  on  the  ottoman  in  moody  silence, 
strength  of  the  artillery  might  very  with  his  hands  thrust  into  his  trou- 
possibly  be  correct,  although  he  had  sers-pockets. 

no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  return  "  Then   look   at   the    promotion," 

which  ho  held  in  his  hand  was  quite  broke  in   Straight     "  Just   look  at 

exact  as  to  the  facts;  but  the  real  me,  six-and -twenty  years  in  the  ser- 

thing  to   look   to   was    the   general  vice,  and  no  more  chance  of  getting 

condition  of  recruiting  in  the  British  the  command  of  a  horse  brigade  than 

army  generally,  and  he  was  able  to  West  here." 

announce  that  whereas  six  years  be-  "But  what  can  you  expect  with  a 
fore,  when  the  right  honourable  gen-  parcel  of  civilians  to  manage  things  ? 
tleman  on  the  opposite  bench  had  Why,  if  you  were  to  show  old  Thor- 
charge  of  the  department  [this  was  a  owcome  a  gun,  I'll  bet  he  wouldn't 
hit  at  old  Perky  man],  the  establish-  know  the  breech  from  the  muzzle." 
ment  was  5.27  per  cent  short  of  its  "  Well,  I  hope  AVest  will  show 
proper  strength,  it  was  now  only  4.63  them  up  properly,  with  their  blun- 
per  cent  short,  and  for  his  part  he  (Mr.  ders  and  ignorance,"  added  Straight ; 
Thorowcome)  considered  that  this  "  I  know  I  would  if  I  were  in  Par- 
was  a  far  from  unsatisfactory  result  liament,  but  I  shall  never  have  that 
to  have  brought  ^bout  in  six  years,  luck." 

Further,  he  would   take  the  oppor-  Notwithstanding    the  moral   sup- 

tunity  of  reminding  the  House  that  port  afforded  by  the  approbation  of 

whereas  at  the  period  in  question  the.  Cobbe   Smith    and   Straight,    I    felt 

armv  fourth-class  reserve  numbered  that  it  would  never  do  to  remain  in 

onl}'  835  men,   it  now  amounted  to  this  false   position,  and   determined 

978  men.  to  make  a  vigorous  effort  for  escape. 

This  was  a  bad  beginning.      At  The     opportunity     arrived     almost 

the  Union  Jack,   indeed,  my  debut  sooner  than   I  expected,  for  on  old 

was  rather  favourably  regarded.    The  Nixon's  motion  that  the  strength  of 

Oterseer  was  not  much  read  at  that  the  army  should  be  reduced  by  ten 

institution,  and  my  attacks,  as  my  thousand    men,    there   was    at    one 

friends   there  were    pleased   to    call  point  of  the  debate  a  sort  of  slack- 

them,  both  on   the   Paymaster-Gen-  ness   in   the   rising   of  members   to 

cral  and  the  War  Minister  were  con-  occupy  the  vacancy:    in   a  sudden 

sidered   to    be    very    much    to    the  access  of  audacity  I  got  up,  and  heard 

point.     "You're  quite  right.   West,  my   name    called   by   the    Speaker. 

my    boy,"  said  Cobbe  Smith ;  "  the  There  was  no  help  for  it  now,  and 

state   of  the    regiment    is   perfectly  accordingly  I   made  my  plunge.     I 

disgraceful.     Would  you  believe  it?  had   made    the    discovery    on    the 

in   my  battery  we  are  eleven   men  previous      occasion     when    offering 

and  a  trumpeter  short  of  our  proper  my  unfortunate  remarks,   that  it  is 

complement ;  and  as  for  horses,  why,  not  necessary    for  being    heard   to 

if  we  were  to  go  on  a  campaign  to-  shout  at  the  top  of  your  voice,  and 

morrow,  we  should  have  to  leave  a  so  fortunately  managed  to  get  off  at 

couple  of  guns  behind.     I  declare  to  once  in  the  right  sort  of  pitch,  with- 
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out  bawliiij^  or  speaking  so  low  as  on,  and  when,  without  beinji;  able 
to  be  indistinct.  I  had  my  speech  to  recognise  any  one  in  particular, 
ready,  a  discjuisition  on  general  niili-  you  become  sensible  of  a  sea  of 
tary  principles,  which  it  was  easy  by  faces  all  turned  towards  you,  it  does 
the  interpolation  of  a  few  sentences  not  need  the  "  hear,  hear,"  which 
to  adapt  to  the  point  at  issue — a  breaks  in  at  intervals  and  follows 
practice,  I  afterwards  found,  which  at  the  end,  to  tell  you  that  the  effort 
was  not  uncommon  among  honour-  has  been  effective.  The  Treasury 
able  members,  so  that  you  give  your  Bench  did  not  cheer,  perhaps  be- 
speech  all  the  appearance  of  an  im-  cause  members  did  not  wish  to 
promptu  utterance.  Yet  this  in-  commit  themselves  to  specific  ap- 
deed  it  virtually  was  on  the  present  proval  of  some  of  my  ideas ;  but 
occasion ;  for  although  I  could  have  there  was  no  opposition  on  either 
repeated  my  speech  by  heart,  as  side,  for  I  had  endeavoured  to 
thought  over  in  many  a  walk  bo-  place  the  matter  above  a  party 
twecn  AVestminster  and  Queen^s  footing,  and  several  acquaintances 
Gate,  somehow  when  once  I  warm-  from  both  sides  offered  their  con- 
ed into  the  subject,  new  ways  of  gratulations  afterwards.  My  object 
putting  my  ideas  rose  in  my  mind,  was  partly,  of  course,  to  let  people 
and  I  found  myself  going  off  the  know  that  there  was  one  soldier  at 
track  I  had  laid  out  This  sort  of  any  rate  who  did  not  think  that 
inspiration  which  possesses  some  there  was  nothing  like  leather ;  and 
people  when  acting  under  the  in-  when  I  said  that  the  honourable 
fluenco  of  an  audience  is  quite  inex-  proposer  of  the  amendment  ap- 
plicable and  incapable  of  being  ann-  peared  to  have  a  good  deal  of  reason 
lysed,  but  it  is,  I  suppose,  what  all  on  his  side  when  he  urged  that  the 
men  experience  who  have  the  gift  army  should  be  #^uced  by  ten 
of  ready  speaking.  To  have  recited  thousand  men,  for  that  the  existing 
an  impromptu  speech  in  a  room  by  establishment  had  been  arrived  at 
myself  would  have  been  utterly  im-  upon  no  definite  principle,  and  was 
possible.  I  could  not  have  got  out  neither  one  thing  nor  the  other — too 
half-a-dozen  consecutive  sentences  large  for  peace,  too  small  for  war — 
without  writing  them  down  or  stop-  the  gentlemen  below  the  gangway 
ping  to  think.  But  once  on  my  legs  gave  plenty  of  applause,  which, 
in  the  House,  and  charged  with  spe-  however,  =  died  away  when  I  went 
ciHc  ideas,  there  appeared  no  sort  of  on  to  say  that  there  was  no  reason 
difficulty  in  expressing  them.  The  why  the  particular  strength  he  pro- 
difficulty  was  indeed  to  know  when  posed  should  be  more  suitable  in 
to  stop  ;  and  although  I  seemed  to  the  nature  of  things  than  that  pro- 
be on  my  legs  for  only  about  ten  posed  by  the  Government;  and 
minutes,  I  found  by  the  clock  that  that,  as  the  burden  of  proof  lar 
the  speech  had  lasted  for  more  than  with  those  who  wanted  change,  it 
forty.  would  be  proper  to  support  the 
There  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  establishment  fixed  by  the  Govem- 
succcss  of  this  first  effort,  even  if  ment  till  some  other  specific  distrt- 
some  of  the  morning  papers  had  not  bution  should  bo  shown  to  be  more 
devoted  a  special  article  to  it  next  suitable ;  then  the  approbation  ceased 
morning.  When  the  House  becomes  in  this  part  of  the  House,  but  was 
so  silent  that  nothing  is  to  be  heard  taken  up  on  the  other  side.  But  the 
but  your  own  voice ;  when  members  point  of  what  I  advanced  was  in  the 
cease  to  go  out,  and  the  place  grad-  development  of  the  argument  that 
ually  gets  fuller  as  the  speech  goes  this  mode  of  dealing  with  the  army 
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was  as  politically  unscientific  and  we  had  to  do,  then,  was  first  to 
unsafe  as  it  was  opposed  to  all  obtain  a  clear  view  of  our  liabilities, 
sound  economy.  The  time  has  which  surely  it  might  be  possible 
surely  arrived,  I  submitted,  for  to  arrive  at,  and  then  to  frame  our 
recognising  the  fact  that  a  standing  military  organisation  accordingly, 
array  is  no  longer  dangerous  to  the  Our  insular  position  would,  no 
liberties  of  the  country.  At  any  doubt,  admit  of  our  doing  this  on  a 
rate,  if  danger  were  to  arise  from  smaller  and  cheaper  scale  than  was 
that  quarter,  it  would  not  be  from  practicable  for  other  nations ;  but  if 
the  power  given  to  the  Crown  or  our  dangers  were  less,  our  respon- 
the  Government,  but  from  an  en-  sibilities  were  not;  and  until  the 
tirely  different  and  opposite  condi-  national  voice  distinctly  repudiated 
tion  of  things.  It  was  surely  time  that  responsibility,  and  pronounced 
to  recognise  the  fact  that  the  old  that  England's  future  policy  should 
military  polity  of  nations  arming  for  be  limited  to  the  defence  of  our  own 
war  had  passed  away,  and  become  shores  from  invasion,  this  playing  fast 
replaced  by  a  new  state  of  society,  and  loose  with  the  army  was  a  childish 
under  which  all  Europe  stood  ready  policy,  equally  unworthy  of  a  great 
armed.  The  gradual  change  from  nation,  or  a  government  responsible 
a  peace  to  a  war  footing,  which  for  the  exercise  of  foresight.  Not 
occurred  in  former  times,  was  no  the  least  fault  of  such  a  policy  was 
longer  met  with.  The  change  was  its  wastefulness,  for  war  as  for  peace, 
instantaneous ;  and  therefore  for  For  war,  because  if  one  fact  was 
England  alone  to  rely  on  the  old  plainly  demonstrated  by  recent  his- 
system,  keeping  up  a  force  in  peace  tory,  it  was  that  war  could  only  be 
time  which  was  neither  one  thing  waged  cheaply,  if  waged  quickly ; 
nor  the  other,  trusting  to  meeting  the  but  it  was  plain  to  any  one  who 
diflBculty  somehow  or  another,  was  thought  about  it,  that  our  present 
as  complete  an  anachronism,  to  say  system  would  oblige  us,  in  case  of 
nothing  of  the  waste  and  extrava-  war,  to  drift  into  a  repetition  of  the 
gance  involved,  as  if  resort  were  fatuous  mode  of  pursuing  it  which 
had  to  the  practice  of  the  middle  we  followed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
ages,  when  the  king  called  on  the  century,  when  Ministers  came  down 
barons  to  summon  their  men-at-  to  the  House  to  propose  a  vote  of 
arms,  and  to  come  and  invade  forty  thousand  men  as  a  sort  of 
France.  It  is  not  the  case  that  the  number  which  would  furnish  a  good 
military  liabilities  of  the  country  lot  of  fighting,  and  keep  a  few  stray 
vary  from  year  to  year.  The  only  expeditions  agoing  till  the  next  meet- 
variation  that  takes  place  is  in  the  ing  of  Parliament ;  and  when  people 
feelings  of  the  nation,  alternating  be-  looked  on  a  war  as  a  sort  of  chronic 
tween  false  assurance  and  unreason-  outlet  for  the  constitution,  like  a 
ing  fear,  or  according  to  the  greater  seton  in  a  scrofulous  patient,  which 
or  smaller  attention  given  to  Conti-  might  be  kept  going  for  an  indefi- 
ncntal  politics,  as  evidenced  by  the  nite  time,  or  at  any  rate  till  the  Gov- 
whimsical  additions  to  and  reduc-  emment  went  out — money  and  blood 
tions  of  the  army ;  but  the  liabil-  enough  being  frittered  away  in  the 
ity  remains  in  fact  a  constant  quan-  long-run  to  have  settled  the  matter 
tity,  being  properly  measured,  not  in  a  single  campaign  if  properly 
by  our  false  fears  or  false  confi-  expended.  The  system  was  equally 
dence,  but  by  the  military  power  of  wasteful  in  peace,  because  econ- 
other  nations,  which,  if  it  alters  at  omy  in  the  establishments  and 
all,  alters  only  to  increase.     What  more  costly   portions  of   the  army 
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was  impossible,  so  long  as  the  be  sure  there  are  plenty.  You  would 
total  strength  of  the  forces  were  most  probably  find,  for  one  thing, 
liable  to  tlicse  whimsical  fluctuations,  that  the  number  of  men  on  actufti 
It  did  not  then  in  the  least  follow  service  might  be  sensibly  reduced, 
that  the  adoption  of  a  more  definite  There  is  no  more  reason  why  the 
military  policy  would  lead  to  greater  strength  of  the  army  and  its  cost 
cost  On  the  contrary,  the  presump-  should  be  liable  to  fluctuation  than 
tion  was  wholly  the  other  way.  that  of  any  other  branch  of  the  pub- 
Who  could  practise  economy  in  his  lie  service.  Put  an  end,  then,  to 
own  household  if  he  never  kept  up  this  fatuous  policy  of  annual  votes 
the  same  number  of  servants  for  a  and  fluctuating  estimates.  Let  the 
week  togcthcJr  ?  Just  so  with  regard  military  establishment  of  the  coun- 
to  the  army.  Fixity  of  system  try  bo  fixed  permanently  by  Act  of 
should  be  the  direct  precursor  of  Parliament^  in  pursuance  of  a  de- 
econom}',  because  until  you  know  finite  policy,  to  be  deliberately  con- 
distinctly  what  you  want,  you  will  sidercd  ;  and  when  so  fixed,  let  it  be 
never  find  out  what  you  don't  want,  maintained  intact  till  a  new  state  of 
Put  your  establishment  on  a  perma-  things  arises,  or  until  a  distinctly 
nont  basis,  and  you  will  be  able  to  new  policy  is  recognised  and  adopt- 
lop   off  the   excrescences,   of  which  ed  by  the  nation. 
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It  was  suflicient  proof  of  the  im-  sense  of  the  country  should  declare 
pression  made  by  this  speech,  that  ought  to  be  fulfilled,  but  which  it 
not  only  did  Mr.  Braham,  later  in  would  be  quite  time  to  provide  for 
the  evening,  refer  to  it  in  compli-  when  each  particular  case  arose, 
mentiry  terms,  congratulating  the  Finally,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
House,  as  he  put  it,  on  the  <accession  accept  these  assurances,  and  not  be  led 
to  their  discussions  of  the  honourable  away  by  specious  appeals  to  the  ima- 
and  gallant  and  ingenuous  young  gination,  or  temptations  to  indulge 
member  ;  but  Mr.  Merrifield  himself  in  the  luxury  of  passion.  All  whi<£, 
replied  to  it  at  some  length,  and  was  pronounced  in  a  splendid,  clear,  ring- 
indeed  somewhat  vehement  and  very  ing  voice,  with  a  good  deal  of  empha- 
discursive.  War  was  a  detestable  sis,  a  copious  flow  of  words,  and  an 
thing;  and  it  was  to  bo  hoped  the  abundance  of  illustration  and  ainpH- 
nations  of  the  world  would  come  to  fication,  sounded  highly  impressive ; 
see  its  iniquity  in  course  of  time,  but  yet  it  was  not  quite  plain  what  it 
Meanwhile  our  insular  position  gave  all  meant — whether  the  great  speak- 
us  an  immunity  from  the  dangers  of  er  intended  to  imply  that  we  ought 
war  which  other  nations  did  not  to  be  satisfied  with  trusting  in  Pro- 
possess,  and  therefore  the  analogy  vidence,  or  that  we  could  afford  to 
from  tlio  condition  of  Continen-  be  independent  of  that  aid.  In 
tal  powers  did  not  apply  to  our-  fact  it  was  the  inconclusivenoss  of 
selves.  At  the  same  time,  it  might  the  speech  which  brought  up  Mr. 
be  frcel}'  admitted  that  no  Gov-  Braham,  who  was  quite  in  his  best 
crnment  would  deserve  the  confi-  stylo  of  sarcasm  and  repartee  while 
dence  of  the  House  or  the  country  pointing  out  what  he  termed  the 
which  was  not  prepared  to  maintain  political  effeminacy  and  flabbiness 
the  national  honour,  and  to  carry  of  his  right  honourable  opponent^ 
out    any    engagements    which    the  although  at  the  same  time  leaving 
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it  quite  an  open  question  which  way  question    the    imprimatur    of    our 

his  own  opinions  tended.  secretary  upon  the  character  of  the 

These  two  speeches  would  have  discounts  effected  by  him  during  the 
been  sufficient  evidence  of  success,  week.  Such  is  the  magic  power, 
even  if  various  mAnbers  had  not  the  overvalued  power,  of  being  able 
come  up  afterwards  to  offer  con-  to  speak  without  stammering.  Per- 
gratulations,  while  two  or  three  of  haps,  however,  the  most  flattering 
the  daily  papers  next  morning  bad  testimony  to  the  effect  of  my  maiden 
articles  on  the  debate,  with  compli-  effort  was  the  sort  of  little  flutter 
raentary  notices  of  my  share  in  it.  of  which  I  became  sensible  when, 
The  Overseer^  too,  came  out  on  the  a  day  or  two  afterwards,  I  entered 
following  Saturday  with  a  patronis-  the  reading-room  of  the  Union  Jack, 
ing  little  paragraph  :  **  We  have  done  as  those  who  knew  my  name  whis- 
Captain  West  an  injustice.  He  is  no  pered  it  to  those  who  did  not,  and 
mere  swash-buckler  afler  all.  His  men  looked*  up  from  their  news- 
speech  on  Thursday  was  marked  by  papers  as  I  passed  to  my  seat. 
a  catholicity  of  view  as  wide  as  it  Here,  in  truth,  was  fame — on  a 
was  unusual.  The  colonels  having  very  small  scale  ;  for  the  Union 
failed  us,  what  if  the  captains  can  Jack,  although  taking  high  ground 
help  us  ?  It  seems  just  possible  for  a  purely  service  club  on  the 
that  this  young  member  may  turn  score  of  fashion  and  exclusiveness, 
out  to  be  the  man  the  country  is  in  was  not  equally  conspicuous  in  an 
want  of — a  man,  that  is,  with  brains  intellectual  or  political  sense, 
and  a  policy,  and  with  technical  Yet  it  was  not  all  praise,  for 
knowledge  enough  to  keep  him  some  of  my  old  friends  appeared 
clear  of  the  small  blunders  civilian  scarcely  to  approve  of  my  proceed- 
army  reformers  are  apt  to  commit,  ing;  Peako  of  the  Engineers,  for 
and  which  the  colonels,  with  their  example,  whom  I  met  on  the  club 
proficiency  in  trumpery  details,  are  steps  as  I  was  coming  away.  **  Hol- 
always  on  the  watch  to  detect."  loa.   West  !'*    said   he,    **  how    d'ye 

Congratulations  also  came  in  from  do  ?"  and  then,  after  a  pause,  dur- 

other  quarters.     At  the  next  board  ing  which    he  looked  at  me    with 

meeting    of   the    Agricultural    and  a  sort  of  protesting  smile,  "  so  you 

Commercial     Assurance     Company,  have  been  making  a  regular  speech  ?" 

our    chairman,     who    was     in    the  much  in  the  same  way  as  one  might 

wholesale    oil    trade     and     always  say,  "  so  have  you  got  a  new  hat  'r" 

carried    a    moral    supply    of    that  implying   that  it  was   open   to   him 

commodity     about    with     him     for  or   anybody  else  who   choose  to  do 

general    application,    took    occasion  the    same,   albeit    it    would    show 

to  make  quite  a  little  speech  about  questionable    taste    to  do    it.       He 

the  honour  which  ho  was  sure   the  said  no  more,   and   after   a   further 

board  must  all  feel   had   been  con-  smiling    pause,    passed   in  ;     but    I 

ferred  on  their  body  by  the  distin-  could    without    difficulty     interpret 

guished  appearance   lately  made   by  his  brief  address  to  imply  that  he 

one — by  the  latest,  but  not  the  least,  considered    I    had   done   a    distinct 

accession  to  their  number,  in  another  injury    to   himself,    a    man     nearly 

place.     And  in  the  bank  parlour  of  ten   years   my  senior  in   the  army, 

the   Metropolitan    and   Provincial    I  by   thus    going   out   of  the   profes- 

was   conscious   of  taking    up    quite  sional  groove  in  which  he  was  ac- 

a    new  position,  feeling  indeed  that  customed    to    move.      Peake's  view 

it  would   have   been   quite   possible  was  taken   by  divers  others  of  my 

without  appearing  presumptuous  to  acquaintance,    who    were    evidently 
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put  out  that  one  of  their  number  on  this  for  some  time,  till  suddenly 
should  do  anything  different  from  Eva  bethought  her  that  I  had  come 
what  they  had  ever  done  them-  home  very  late  too,  whereon  I  men- 
selves  ;  but  for  the  most  part  these  tioncd  that  there  had  been  a  long 
critics  conveyed  their  reproof  by  debate,  distinguished  by  my  first 
withholding  all  allusion  to  the  sub-  speech. 

ject,  discussing  the  weather,  or  the  "  Oh,  fancy,"  said  Eva ;  "  that  is 

Derby,  or  anything  but  what  they  nice.     How  I  wish  I  had  been  there, 

knew   would   be  interesting   to   the  instead  of  at  this  stupid  ball  which 

person   they  addressed.       Straight^s  has  made  me  so  dreadfully  tired  I 

criticism   was  also   somewhat  quali-  But  where  is  the  account  of  it  ?      I 

fied.      "  I  see  you   have  gone  into  must  read  it  before  I  go  to  bed." 

the   speaking  line  already,"  said  he.  I   explained   that   the   debates    of 

"  That's  not  much  in  nyr  way,"  he  the   night  would  not  appear  till  in 

added,    and    he    might    with    great  the  morning's  paper,  which  after  all 

truth   have  added  that  he  was  not  was  usually  held  to  be  pretty  quick 

accustomed  to  edit  Greek  plays  or  work. 

to  write  leading  articles  for  a  morn-  "  Of  course,"  said  Eva  ;  "  how 
ing  paper.  My  gallant  friend  stupid  I  am  to  forget  that !  but 
Pyghed,  commanding  the  110th,  really  I  am  too  tired  to  think.  How- 
was  considerably  more  hearty.  "  I  ever  we  shall  see  it  in  the  mom- 
congratulate  you,"  said  he,  shaking  ing." 

hands  in  the  street ;  "  that's  right.  And  next  morning  the  speech  was 
my  boy,  pitch  into  them,  give  it  reported  with  very  fair  accuracy, 
them  well.  I  should  like  to  see  and  I  confess  to  reading  it  through 
you  in  old  Merrifield's  place,  that  myself  before  Eva  came  down ;  and 
I  should.  Anyhow,  give  it  them  although  she  was  very  late,  and  I 
all  round.  A  parcel  of  ignorant  wanted  to  be  ofif  to  keep  an  engage- 
beggars  ;  much  they  know  about  ment,  I  waited  on  in  order  to  hear 
the  army.  Done  enough  mischief  what  she  thought  about  it.  Bat 
already,  they  have."  Who  they  although  I  put  the  paper  on  the 
were  whom  my  gallant  friend  thus  table  close  by  her  plate,  she  had  for- 
apostrophised  he  did  not  explain,  gotten  all  about  it,  and  I  felt  too 
but  he  evidently  regarded  the  inter-  proud  and  too  much  hurt  to  remind 
ference  of  Parliament  in  army  affairs  her.  I  did  not  see  Eva  again  till 
at  all  as  a  thing  only  just  tolerable  the  evening,  when  we  haid  a  dinner- 
and  to  be  endured.  p^rty,  and  Mrs.  Strickland,  who  was 

among  the  guests,  began  to  congratu- 

There  was  one  disappointment  in  late  me  with  effusion  on  my  success, 

store.     I  did  not  get  away  on  the  Such  a  congratulation  was  a  success 

night  of  the  speech  until  very  late,  in  itself,  for  Mrs.    Strickland,   who 

or  rather  early ;   and  notwithstand-  was  the  wife  of  our  county  member, 

ing  Lord  Palmerston's  prescription  the  gentleman   whose    defection    to 

of  a  walk  home,  it  needed  the  an-  the  Liberal  party  had  caused  such  a 

odyne  of  one    or    more  cigars  and  sensation  in   Yewcestershire,  was  a 

the  best  part  of  a  stupid  novel  to  great  politician  as  well  as  a  leader  of 

subdue    the    excitement    of  debate,  Stshion,  having  all  the  zeal  of  a  con- 

and  in  fact  I  sat  up  reading  by  the  vert.     We  had  made  the  acquaint- 

fire    till    Eva    came    home  from    a  ance  of  the  family  during  our  winter 

ball,  her  first  ball  without  me,  and  at  Leatherby,  Stampton  Court  being 

to  which  she  had    gone  with    the  only   about  seven   miles    from   that 

Stricklands.       Conversation     turned  town,   when    both    Mrs.   Strickland 
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and   the    young  ladies    straightway  talk  with    you    about    these    army 

fell   in  love  with  Eva,  and   a  week  matters,    Captain   West,    some    day 

spent  at  Stampton  had  been  among  when    you    can    find    time.      Your 

the  pleasant  episodes  of  the  winter,  speech  has  set  us  all  thinking  about 

Mr.  Strickland's  fox-hounds  hunting  it.      I   don't  altogether    agree  with 

the  country  adjacent  to  that  covered  what  you  say,  you  know ;  for  Mr. 

by  the  Leatherby  subscription  pack.  Strickland    is    quite    a    Radical   on 

Mrs.    Strickland,   while    enunciating  these  poinis,  and  is  full  of  the  Swiss 

boldly  at  second-hand  her  husband's  system  ;   and  of  course  we   women 

Liberal  principles,  was  evidently  un-  are  apt  to  take  opini6ns  from  those 

easy  at  the  county  schism  his  change  about  us ;  and  then  Tom — Tom  was 

of  politics  had  occasioned ;  but  what  Mrs.   Strickland's    only  son,   and   a 

appeared  to  me  to  weigh  most  upon  captain  in  the  Guards — is  quite  the 

her  mind   during  the   time   of    our  other  way  of  thinking,  and  has  great 

visit,  was  the  rumour,  or  rather  the  arguments    with     his     father ;     but 

general     belief     throughout     North  what    you    say   about  the   develop- 

Yewcestershire     regions,     that    her  ment  of  nations   is   really   so   very 

husband   should  be  coquetting  with  striking,  that  altogether  I  think  you 

Mr.  Merrifield  about  a  peerage.     Mr.  have  made  a  convert  of  me.     That 

Strickland   forsooth,   Mr.   Strickland  was  the  part  of  your  speech  which 

the   great  commoner,  whose  ances-  impressed    me    most.     It   seems   so 

tors    had    represented     the    county  very  true  when   put  in   that  way; 

ever  since  the  times  of  the  Tudors  don't  you  think  so,  Mrs.  West  ?    But 

— whoso    grandfather  had  been   of-  how  pleased    you  must  have  been 

fered  an  earldom  by  Pitt,  and  whose  this  morning  I" 

father    might    have     got    a    peer-  -  All    this    was     delicate    flattery, 

age  any   day  on    hinting    that    he  while  Eva  looked  so  confused  that  I 

wanted  it ;  Mr.  Strickland  of  Stamp-  was  glad  to  occupy  Mrs.  Strickland's 

ton  Court,  to  be  asking  Mr.  Merri-  attention  until  she  recovered  herself, 

field,  and  asking  as  a  favour  for  a  After    our    guests    had   departed, 

miserable  barony !     Well  might  this  Eva  remained  standing  thoughtfully 

malignant   libel,  although   plainly  a  by  the  fire.     At  last  she  said,  com 

mere  factious  device  of  the  enemy,  ing  up  and  putting  her  hands  on 

weigh  on  the  spirits  of  a  lady  who,  my  shoulder  in   her  ^sual   coaxing 

although  polite  and  suave  to  gush-  way,  "  Oh,  Charlie,  I  am  so  sorry." 

ing,  had  nevertheless  a  fair  share  of  A  few  playful  words  would  have 

latent    pride.     Another    care    there  put  all  right      Instead  of  thesb,  I 

was  which  up  to  this  time  had  not  answered,    "  What   is  there    to    be 

been    hinted    at,   and  this  political  sorry  about?    Your  party  appeared 

grievance  was  lost  sight  of  in  the  to  have  gone  off  very  well." 

London  world,   where  Mrs.   Strick-  "Oh    no,   it    is    not    that.      You 

land  was   simply  a  lady  of  fashion  know  what  I  mean  quite  well.      I 

with  a  desire  to  cover  her  husband's  am  so  sorry  about  the  speech." 

flank  movement  by  a  show  of  Intel-  "  My  dear,"  I  replied,  like  a  de- 

lectual  liberalism  ;  and  in  this  view  testable  young  prig  as  I  was,  "  there 

to  convert  their  family  mansion  in  is    nothing   to    be  sorry  about;    I 

Mulgrave  Square  into  a  sort  of  mo-  can't  help  these  things,  I  will  try 

dem  Holland  House ;   and   I  think  and  do  better  another  time." 

the  lady  was  really  pleased  at  the  ^'  Oh,  Charlie,  don't  talk  like  that, 

success  of  the  young  member  who  please.     That  shows  me  how  angry 

had    been    taken    into    their    circle  you  are.     And  I  am  sure  I  deserve 
on  trust     '*I  want  to  have  a  long    it     But  you  know  I  always  was  a 
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stupid   little    thing,  wasn't  I  ?    We  went  down  to  fetch  it,  and  returning 

can't  make  ourselves  different  from  sat  down  in  an  easy-chair  to  read 

what  we  are,  can  we  ?"  the  debate,  while  I  took  up  a  book. 

*'My  dear,  it  is  not  for  me  to  pay        But  very  shortly  her  little  head 

you    compliments,   but  it   is   not  a  began    to   nod,  and  in   ten  minutes 

question  of  your  abilities  as  it  seems  she  was  fast  asleep,  while  the  news- 

to  me.     It  is  rather  my  poor  ability  paper  slipped  to  the  ground, 
that  has  very  properly  come   under        I  stepped  across  to  pick  it  up,  but 

your  unconscious  criticism."  the  rustling  of  the  paper  awoke  her. 

*'Ah!  I  see  that  you  are  still  She  put  out  her  hand,  looking  con- 
angry  from  the  bitter  way  in  which  scious  and  perplexed,  to  tike  it 
you  speak.  And  I  know  I  deserve  again,  but  something  in  my  look 
it ;  but  indeed  I  fully  meant  to  read  stopped  her. 

your  speech  and  all  about  it,  but  A  little  caress,  or  even  a  little 
you  don't  know  how  dreadfully  banter,  might  have  put  matters 
tired  I  was  after  the  ball,  and  some-  right,  and  sent  my  wife  to  bed  with 
how — but  where  is  the  paper.  Char-  her  mind  at  rest  again.  But  I  sup- 
lie  ?  I  should  like  to  read  it  before  pose  I  looked,  like  a  blockhead  that 
I  go  to  bed ;  only,  you  know,  you  I  was,  angry  or  scornful,  for  Eva 
must  not  expect  mo  to  understand  was  confused  and  ashamed,  and 
all  about  it,  and  say  clever  things  stammering  something  about  being 
like  Mrs.  Strickland  does."  sorry,    turned    slowly     away,    and. 

The    paper,    I    replied,   had    last  taking   up   her  candlestick,  left  the 

been  seen   in  the  immediate  neigh-  room. 

bourhood  of  the  breakfast  urn,  and.        And  I  suffered  her  to  go  off  with- 

not  having  legs,  would  proba>)ly  be  out  speaking,  but  I  felt  nevertheless 

still  in  the  dining-room.     And  Eva,  that  what  had  happened  was   even 

giving  me  one  of  her  sweetest  kisses,  worse  than  a  quarrel. 


CHAPTER   XXIV. A  SENSATION    HEADER. 

My  first  success  as  a  speaker  did  nibbling  at  stray  item?,  as  some  ar- 
not  lead  me  to  commit  the  mistake  dent  young  Radicals  with  more  zeal 
of  troubling  the  House  too  often,  than  knowledge  seemed  to  think 
Above  all  things  one  has  to  avoid  was  the  proper  way  of  setting  to 
in  the  House  being  looked  upon  as  work.  However,  I  was  anxious  to 
a  bore. ;  and  having  observed  how  have  the  opportunity  of  saying  some- 
one or  two  men  had  marred  a  sue-  thing  that  should  fall  outside  the 
ccssful  dehut  by  not  knowing  when  regular  groove  of  military  subjects, 
to  stop,  I  forbore  from  taking  a  part  to  remove  the  popular  notion  that  a 
in  even  criticising  the  Estimates,  soldier  must  not  only,  above  every 
although  they  were  inviting  enough  other  class,  think  that  there  is  no- 
te provoke  comment,  especially  when  thing  like  leather,  but  that  he  can- 
one  saw  how  wide  of  the  mark  were  not  look  beyond  professional  details. 
most  of  the  attacks  made  on  them  It  was  already  quite  plain,  indeed, 
in  Committee.  But,  in  fact,  the  that  a  military  man  is  at  a  decided 
Estimates  in  their  present  form  disadvantage  in  coming  to  the  front 
merely  represented  the  results  of  in  military  matters ;  the  special 
our  haphazard  organisation,  which  knowledge,  which  would  make  the 
had  to  be  improved  by  going  to  the  political  fortune  of  any  young  civil- 
root  of  things,  and  not  merely  by  ian,  is  taken  in  his  case  as  a  matter 
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of  course,  and  gives  him  no  credit ;  Yet,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  had  lost 

but    far    more   than    this,    military  colonies    before,   and  a   very   bitter 

rank,   unless  it  be  very  high  rank,  draught  it  was  to  swallow;  and  al- 

acts   as    a    positive   disqualification,  though  some  people,  from  confusion 

To   the   aspiring   civilian   all  things  of  thought,  seemed  to  fancy  that  the 

are   both   possible  and   easy,    if  he  prosperity  which  arose  out  of  the  sud- 

only  has  brains  and  does  not  stam-  den  development  of  our  manufactur- 

mer ;  but  the  soldier,  if  only  a  cap-  ing  power  and  the  conquest  of  India 

tain  as  I  was,  has  to  work  his  way  was  due  to  the  loss  of  the  American 

up  against  a  strong  pressure  of  pre-  colonies   which   happened   simultan- 

judice,   especially  among  the  mem-  eously,  there  could  be  no  reasonable 

bers  of  his  own  profession.  doubt  that   the   loss    of   this  great 

However,  the  debate  in  May  on  our  portion  of  the  empire  was  not  only 

Canadian  policy  gave  me  the  desired  felt  to  be,  but  was  actually,  a  tre- 

opportunity  of  breaking  ground  in  mendous    blow    and    calamity.       It 

a  new   line.     This  time   I  did  not  was  indeed  diflBcult  to  realise  what 

carry   every  one  with   me,   for  peo-  might  have  been  the  greatness  and 

pie    were    not    prepared    to   accept  prosperity    of    the    British    Empire 

at    once    so   novel    an   idea,   which  if  this   separation   had   never  taken 

besides  jarred   against   the   feelings  place,   or   if  it  had   occun*ed  under 

of  many,  and   was   opposed  to   the  happier    conditions    and   at  a   later 

first  impulse  of  all ;  but  at  any  rate  time ;  but  it  is  not  so  difficult  to  con- 

I  had  an  attentive  hearing,  and  by  ceive   the  advantage  England  would 

anticipating    a   good    many    of   the  have  possessed  in  the  great  revolu- 

stock  arguments  that  were  sure  to  tionary   struggle,   and   the    different 

be  employed  in   reply,  the   force  of  character  that  would  have  been  im- 

the    speeches    that     followed     was  posed  on   that  war,   if  she  had  pre- 

somewhat  weakened.     Canada  might  sen  ted    the    attitude    of    a    united 

perhaps    be  regarded    as    an    open  kingdom  on  both  sides   of  the   At- 

question,    although    even    then    the  lantic. 

honourable  gentleman  who  talked  It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  the 
so  glibly  about  maintaining  the  se-  separation  of  the  American  colonies 
curity  of  the  Dominion,  had  pro-  was  indirectly  advantageous,  for 
bably  but  the  vaguest  idea  of  the  that  the  identity  of  England  and 
consequences  involved  in  acting  up-  its  character  as  the  centre  of  the 
on  that  principle,  should  we  ever  bo  empire  could  not  have  been  pre- 
required  to  do  so ;  of  the  enormity  served  with  this  enormous  addition. 
of  the  effort  that  would  be  involved,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
the  almost  certainty  of  eventual  This  argument  was  certainly  not  ap- 
failure.  But,  as  regards  British  plicable  to  our  connection  with  Brit- 
Columbia,  there  could  be  but  one  ish  Columbia  ;  but  if  such  a  dcvelop- 
conclusion  with  every  rational  mind  ment  of  the  empire  as  would  have 
that  chose  to  think  out  the  problem,  arisen  from  the  maintenance  of 
We  might  avoid  the  question,  like  America  as  an  integral  part  of  it, 
the  ostrich  hiding  its  head  in  the  might  have  brought  its  special  dfs- 
sand,  but  the  danger  was  not  the  less  advantages,  on  the  other  hand  the 
there  because  we  shunned  it.  People  corresponding  advantages  would  be 
were  apt  to  think  that  a  thing  could  wholly  lost  in  the  case  of  an  out- 
not  happen  because  they  found  it  lying  territory  on  the  Pacific,  which 
difficult  to  realise  the  idea,  and  it  could  never  be  a  source  of  strength,, 
was  difficult  to  realise  the  idea  of  but  would  always  be  a  burden  and. 
things    which    had    not    happened,  responsibility. 

VOL.    CXII. — NO.    DCXXXXII.  L 
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There  was  this  further  difference  brought  about  by  wasting    its    re- 

betwcen  the  two  cases,  that  America  sources  in  striving  against  hope  to 

might  have  been  retained  by  proper  accomplish  the  impossible.      And  all 

management    in   the   first    instance,  because  we  would  not  take  warning 

whereas  Columbia  could  not  be  bv  in  time. 

any  means  whatever,  if  the  Amen-  Then  think  of  the  divisions  of 
cans  chose  to  set  about  taking  it  in  public  feeling  that  would  arise  at 
earnest.  But  the  difference  is  more  home  while  such  a  struggle  went 
apparent  than  real.  The  same  cause  on,  between  the  men  who  foresee 
acts  under  another  form.  Then,  it  from  the  first  that  the  task  is  hope- 
was  bad  generalship  and  blindness  less,  and  those  who  are  for  strug- 
to  the  nature  of  the  task  involved  gling  onwards,  first  from  over-con- 
which  brought  about  the  disaster ;  fidence,  then  from  pride,  lastly  from 
now,  it  would  be  bad  policy  and  despair.  Think  too  of  the  political 
blindness  to  the  political  consequen-  differences  that  must  be  created  be- 
ces  of  it.  tween  different  classes  as  the  strug- 

Then  consider  the  costliness  arid  gle  went  on,  the  breaches  growing 
the  strain  on  the  national  life  of  ever  wider  as  the  political  structure 
such  a  struggle  at  the  present  time,  grows  weaker;  the  increase  of  pauper- 
It  would  no  longer  be  a  matter  ism  keeping  pace  with,  and  acting  like 
of  sending  forth  paltry  expeditions  fuel  to  the  flame  of  political  faction, 
to  New  Orleans,  or  a  trumpery  fight  stimulated  too  by  increasing  taxa- 
about  some  little  West  India  island,  tion  and  decaying  commerce.  Could 
carried  on  at  a  distance  without  dis-  the  constitution  bear  this  accumu- 
turbing  the  current  of  European  life  lated  strain  ?  And  for  what  is  the 
and  commerce ;  the  struggle  would  load  to  be  imposed  ?  For  some 
be  on  as  much  a  greater  scale  than  great  principle  in  defence  of  which 
anything  undertaken  before,  as  the  a  nation  equally  with  an  individual 
last  war  between  France  and  Ger-  may  worthily  sacrifice  its  existence  ? 
many  exceeded  the  efforts  called  Not  a  bit  We  undergo  this  cer- 
forth  in  the  days  of  Louis  XIV.  tain  risk,  and  retain  our  prosperity 
There  could  be  no  rational  doubt  on  on  sufferance,  simply  and  solely  be- 
this  point.  However  inadequate  cause  we  are  too  mentally  indolent 
the  scale  on  which  a  war  of  this  to  look  our  responsibilities  in  the 
sort  might  be  begun,  the  effort  face,  and  too  deficient  in  imagina- 
would  rise  as  the  magnitude  of  the  tion  to  realise  distinctly  what  will 
task  became  more  clearly  apparent  nevertheless  be  the  inevitable  result 
to  the  national  mind ;  the  contest  of  certain  assumed  events  ;  too  care- 
would  go  on  increasing  and  intensi-  less  to  be  at  the  trouble  of  perceiv- 
fying  with  the  rising  passions  of  the  ing,  and  acting  on  the  perception, 
two  great  peoples  engaged,  and  a  that  the  western  world  has  entered 
proud  natien  such  as  ours  would  on  an  entirely  new  political  condi- 
only  desist  when  at  last  the  bitter  tion,  with  which  our  present  colonial 
^truth  became  apparent,  that  no  system  is  quite  inconsistent 
effort  and  no  sacrifice  could  be  suffi-  Of  course  I  shall  be  charged  with 
cient  to  procure  success.  And  this  offering  pusillanimous  counsel,  and 
conviction  would  not  be  forced  on  it  will  be  said  too  that  I  am  expos- 
the  national  mind  until  we  had  ar-  ing  our  weakness  to  possible  an- 
rived  at  the  point  of  national  ex-  tagonists.  But  foolhardiness  is  not 
haustion.  It  would  be  the  story  of  courage,  and  this  is  not  even  a 
the  Athenians  and  Syracuse  over  case  of  the  former  quality.  We  are 
again;     the    downfall    of    a    State  no  more  showing    bravery  by  our 
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present  attitude  of  heedlessness,  clamation  with  which  it  was  deli- 
than  the  travellers  who  sit  careless  vered,  the  ease  and  fluency  of  the 
in  the  train,  unconscious  of  the  great  speaker,  now  solemn,  now 
broken  bridge  ahead.  We  take  sarcastic,  occasionally  even  humor- 
the  matter  so  coolly  only  because  ous,  although  there  was  not  much 
the  people  trust  in  their  rulers,  and  of  that  quality ;  while  it  was  to  a 
their  rulers  look  no  further  forward  certain  extent  gratifying  to  have  all 
than  themselves.  As  for  divulging  this  fire,  and  vigour,  and  stream  of 
secrets,  is  any  one  so  ibolish  as  to  words  poured  on  me,  I  felt  neverthe- 
suppose  that  the  Americans  do  not  less  somewhat  small  and  uncomfort- 
perfectly  appreciate  already  the  able.  I  was  very  sensible,  especially, 
yantage-ground  they  possess  under  of  the  differences  between  the  utter- 
present  conditions  in  any  war  be-  ances  of  the  practised  debater  and 
tween  the  two  countries,  the  abso-  the  cnideness  in  delivery  of  this 
lute  certainty  of  what  will  happen  my  second  effort,  the  more  so  per- 
on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  and  the  haps  that  the  audience  would  not 
calmness,  therefore,  with  which  give  me  credit  for  having  myself 
they  can  await  any  issue,  whether  been  fully  conscious  of  sundry  de- 
of  war  or  peace  ?  Theirs  is  the  fects  in  manner  and  method,  but 
silence  of  confidence.  They  know  would  be  sure  to  fancy  me  better 
that  we  stand  now  just  in  the  same  pleased  with  myself  than  I  really 
case  as  would  be  any  foreign  nation  was.  There  was  further  the  con- 
with  regard  to  us,  which  had  Corn-  trast  in  length  between  the  two 
wall  or  Anglesea  in  temporary  occu-  speeches ;  for  I  admit  I  could  not 
pation :  they  hold  a  mortgage  over  have  said  what  I  had  to  say  in  so 
us  which  they  can  foreclose  when  many  words,  even  if  I  had  tried, 
they  please.  Yet,  although  overborne,  as  it  were, 

True  patriotism  does  not  consist  by  the    power    and  copiousness  of 

in    putting    dangers    out    of  sight,  the  reply,  I  must  admit  that,  what  be- 

which  are  hid  only  from  those  who  tween  parentheses,  and  digressions, 

are  too  blind    to  see  them.       The  and  limitations,  and  qualifications,  I 

patriotism  would  divert  disaster  by  could   not    be  certain  whether    the 

timely  precaution.     I  speak  because  great    orator    was    not,    ader    all, 

I  love  my  country  too  well  to  wish  very  much  of  my  way  of  thinking ; 

her  to  be  overweighted  in  any  con-  at    any    rate,    whether    his    words 

test,  and  because  the  danger  of  war  would  not  admit  of  this  construe- 

is  diminished  just  in  proportion  as  tion  at    some    future    time.      This 

the   temptation  is  withdrawn   from  was,  indeed,  the  view  taken  of  the 

other  powers  to  strike  us  a  blow.  debate     by    the     Piccadilly    next 

day ;  while  Mr.  Braham,  later  in  the 

Such  is  an  outline  of  what  I  said,  evening,  was  exceedingly  sarcastic 
and  that  it  was  effective  might  be  and  vicious  about  the  ambiguity  of 
inferred  from  my  again  being  hon-  the  right  honourable  gentleman^s 
oured  by  a  reply  from  the  Prime  utterances,  although  carefully  ab- 
Minister  himself,  although,  no  staining  from  pronouncing  any  de- 
doubt,  the  compliment  would  have  cided  opinion  himself  on  the  matter, 
been  still  greater  if  he  had  not  been  The  papers  also  drew  attention  to 
T|ither  in  the  habit  of  replying  to  the  speech,  perhaps  more  for  some- 
e  very  body  all  round  the  House  on  thing  of  earnestness  in  the  manner 
every  possible  occasion.  I  confess  of  uttering  it,  which  made  an  impres- 
that,  while  listening  to  his  speech,  sion  within  the  House  that  spread 
the  sonorous  voice  and  vigorous  de-  out  of  doors,  than  on  account  of  its 
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intrinsic  merits.     The  Binl  observ-  that  he  should  rather  think  he  had 

ed  that  it  only  reflected  the  general  not^  nor   the  Daily  Eclectic  either ; 

feeling  and  common-sense  of  the  na-  he  knew  better  than  to  read  either 

tion  while  declaring  that  the  country  one  or  the  other ;  the  paper  he  went 

would  never  repudiate  its  duties,  nor  by  was   the    Unicorn.      Everybody 

measure  the  extent  of  its  liabilities  knew  that  Merrifield  wrote  all   the 

by  the  difficulties  of  fulfilling  them,  articles    in   the   Eclectic,      *'  I   sup- 

The  natural  instinct  of  the  country  pose  ho  earrjs  a  few  halfpence  by  it," 

would  dictate  but  one  reply  to  such  added  my  gallant  friend,  *'  and  Vm 

a  proposal — namely,  that  the  dignity  sure    I   don't  grudge   it    him,   poor 

of   the  colonial    empire    should    be  beggar,  for  there's  no  doubt  he  is  as 

maintained  intact ;  and  if  ever  a  diflS-  poor  as   a  church   mouse;   literally 

culty  should  arise  such  as  has  been  hasn't  got  one  sixpence  to  rub  against 

referred   to,  then  no  doubt  circum-  another."       From    which    any    one 

stances  would    indicate    the  proper  who  had  been  accustomed   to  read 

mode  of  action,  compatible  with  a  the  cynical  utterances  of  the  Eclee- 

due  regard  to  prudence,  as  well  as  tic  regarding    that    brilliant  states- 

to  the  honour  and  commercial  inter-  man,  and  the  half-hearted  support  it 

ests  of  the  country ;  but  the  general  gave  to  him,   might  at  once  accept 

i^ood    sense  of    the    people  and  of  Colonel   Pyglied's  assertion  that  he 

Parliament  would   probably   be  op-  had  not  read  the  articles  which  he 

posed    to   framing   anticipations   re-  assigned  to  Mr.  Merrifield's  pen.     All 

garding  a  difficulty  which,  after  all,  which  is  an  illustration  of  the  im- 

might   never  occur.      The    Unicorn  possibility    of    getting    read    nowa- 

boldly   said    that    it  was    pusillani-  days.     Republican  organs  denounce 

mous  and  traitorous  to   suggest  to  a    bloated    aristocracy    and    eflfete 

another  nation  the  means  of  strik-  monarchism,  and  supporters  of  those 

ing  the  blow  which  we  desired   to  institutions  are   scornfully   sarcastic 

avert,   putting    this   forward    as    an  about  demagogism,   but  each    party 

original  and  unanswerable  argument  nourishes  its  principles  on  its  own 

The  Unicom  &\so  gave  along  article  diet;   aristocrats  do  not  wax  fat  OU' 

on  the  subject,  besides  three  spas-  the     effusions    of    the    Hole-in-the 

modic    paragraphs    in    its    opening  Wall,  and  it  is  only  an   occasional 

pages,    partly    political    and    partly  kid-glove   disciple  of   the  Marat  or 

prophetic — with  a  dash  of  metaphy-  Robespierre  school  who  hears  what 

sics,    including    an  analysis  of  the  is  said  about  him  and  his  friends  in 

mental  attributes  of  younger  mem-  more  refined  circles. 

hers  of  Parliament,  to  the  ingenuity        Perhaps  the  best  indication  of  the 

of  which  I  could  not  attempt  to  do  effect   of   my  effort    on   the  public 

justice  by  a  mere  abstract.  mind  was  the  approbation  accorded 

The  sensation  which  thus  seemed  by    my    friend    Murph}',   the    next 

to  have  been  produced  in  other  quar-  time  I  met  him  in  Pall  Mall.     "  I 

ters,  was  equally  to  be  observed  on  en-  tell  you  what  it  is,  West,*'  said  he, 

tering  the  Union  Jack,  amid  the  con-  **  if  you  go  on  as  you  have  begun, 

gratulations  received   there.      Some  the  Government  will  be  sure  to  take 

of  my  good  friends,  indeed,  whose  you   up  by-and-by.     Yes,  you  may 

politics  were  rather  pronounced  than  smile,  but  Fm  quite  serious ;    I  am 

distinct,  hardly  knew  what  to  make  behind  the  scenes,  and  I  know  well 

of  the  manifesto.     Thus  when  a  by-  enough  that  if  a  man  makes  speeches 

stander  in  the  smoking-room  asked  and  that  sort  of  thing,  he's  quite  sure 

Colonel  Pyghed  if  he  had  seen  the  to  get  taken  up  in  time.    Bless  you  ! 

Overseer,  that  gallant  oflScer  replied  the  Government  are  glad  enough  to 
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get  hold  of  a  clever  fellow  when  for  taking  part  in  military  discussions 
they  can  find  him.  I  tell  you  what^  when,  however,  I  was  careful  not  to 
I  wouldnH  mind  betting  anything  speak  unless  I  had  something  which 
that  you  are  in  office  before  half-  seemed  worth  saying,  and  which  in- 
a-dozen  years  are  over ;  pajrmaster-  volved  a  matter  of  principle  rather 
general  very  likely,  or  something  of  than  detail.  The  Government,  I 
that  sort  And  then,  my  boy,  it^s  think,  hardly  knew  what  to  make 
your  own  fault  if  you  don  t  get  of  me,  for  sometimes  I  tried  to  poke 
along.  You  may  easily  make  your  fun  at  their  efforts  in  the  way  of 
way  into  something  snug.  A  colo-  army  organisation,  while  at  others, 
nial  governorship,  perhaps,  or  even  when  they  seemed  to  be  moving  in 
the  permanent  under-secretaryship.  the  right  direction,  I  did  my  little 
By  Jove,  that^s  the  berth  to  get  best  to  back  them  up,  to  the  annoy- 
No  five  years^  limitation  and  a  swink-  ance  apparently  of  the  other  side  of 
ing  salary.  Upon  my  word,  my  the  House,  which  thought  they  had 
dear  fellow,  I  assure  you  I  am  heart-  got  hold  of  a  convert,  But  the 
ily  glad  to  see  you  have  made  waste  of  power  involved  in  party 
such  a  hit"  All  which  I  took  to  government,  and  the  absurdity  of 
mean  that  Murphy  regarded  me  as  a  making  every  question  a  party  qucs- 
man  who  had  done  him  an  injury  tion,  is  never  more  apparent  than  in 
by  presuming  to  take  up  a  line  be-  dealing  with  army  business.  It 
yond  his  own  course,  but  that  he  must  be  added  that  in  those  days, 
was  nevertheless  prepared  to  con-  when  party  ties  were  coming  to  be 
done  the  ofience  in  consideration  of  but  slack  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
my  success.  the  number  of  independent  members 
With  this  second  speech  my  ora-  was  already  large  enough  to  render 
torical  efforts  ended  for  the  present ;  such  a  phenomenon  no  longer  sur- 
but  various   opportunities  occurred  prising. 


CHAPTER    XXV. — A    HIDNIOHT    CONVERSATION. 

However,   on   one  night  we  had  I  heard  myself  addressed  by  some 

been  rather  warmer  than  usual  in  one  overtaking  me.     There  could  be 

committee,   and   I  was  walking  up  no  mistaking  that  clear  voice,    the 

Great  George  Street,  feeling  a  little  peculiar  ring  differing  from  that  of 

vexed  with  myself  for  having  said  any  other  in  the  House ;  it  was  the 

more  than  I  intended,  more  espe-  great  Minister  himself, 

cially  as  my  remarks  seemed  on  re-  I  confess  to  feeling  a  little  flut- 

flection   to  savour  too  much  of  the  tered.      For    an    ordinary    member 

"mere    soldier,"    a    r6le   I  was   so  who  has    no    private    acquaintance 

anxious    to    avoid,   whereas   I    had  with  him    it    is  considered  in  the 

intended    to    express    the    opinion  House  rather  a   compliment  to  be 

that  it  was  not  the  insufficiency  of  spoken    to    by    the    head    of    the 

our  army  expenditure  so  much  as  Government,  but  here  was  I  being 

the  mode    of    its    application    that  sought    out    for    a    private    chat, 

called  for  objection.     Mr.  Merrifield  Why  is  it  that  we  feel  a  certain 

especially    would    be    sure  to  mis-  nervousness  in  the  presence  of  great 

understand    me.     'Pondering    over  people?     It  is  not  always  from   a 

this  and  feeling  annoyed  at  having  sense  of  superior  mental  power,  for 

thus   lost  ground,  I   was   pursuing  the  sensation  is  as  vivid  when  the 

my  way  slowly  homewards,  when  superiority    is    merely    social.      It 
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cannot  be  from  a  sense  of  other  happy  one  to  use.  Not  that  Mr. 
power,  such  as  a  captive  might  feel  Merrifleld  is  not  a  highly  honour- 
in  the  presence  of  a  conquering  Osesar  able  man,  but  because  it  carried 
on  Chenghiz,  for  we  experience  it  him  off  at  a  tangent^  giving  him  a 
equally  in  cases  where  our  indepen-  notion  that  I  was  talking  in  the 
dence  is  complete.  Does  it  not  regular  professional  slang,  a  relic  of 
arise  rather  from  a  sense  of  pride,  the  old  pistols-and-coffee  days,  as 
founded  on  a  sympathy  with  the  one  looking  out  for  some  foreign 
just  expectations  of  the  great  person  nation  to  tread  on  our  British  coat- 
in  question,  be  it  general,  minister,  tails. 

or  kaiser,  that  his  condescension  may  **  There  it  is,**  said  he  poking  the 

not  be  taken  advantage  of,  and  the  end    of    his    umbrella    vehemently 

dignity  circumstances  surround  him  into  the  muddy  gravel,  for  we  were 

with  broken  through?    A  feeling,  now    crossing    St    Jameses    Park; 

in  short,  that  since  the  temporary  **this  comes  of  keeping  up  profes- 

connection  is   a  voluntary  one  on  sional    soldiers.      We   maintain   an 

his  part,  it  behoves  you  to  be  espe-  army  to  defend  us,  and  they  must 

cially  carefully  not  to  presume  upon  needs  of  course  be  always  casting 

it?  about  for    fanciful    obligations   by 

Such  at  any  rate  must  I  think  way  of  finding  occupation.     When 

be  my  state  of  mind  at  this  moment,  will    mankind    come    to    see    the 

for    nothing   could   be  more  unaf-  wickedness  of  war  ?** 

fected  than    Mr.   Merrifield^s  man-  **  I  may  at  least  claim  to  go  be- 

ner,  and  had  he  been  any  one  else  yond  you  in  detestation  of  war,  Mr. 

instead  of   the  first   commoner   in  Merrineld,  since  it  has  been  my  for- 

England  I  should  have  been  thor-  tune,   or  misfortune,   to  see  some- 

oughly   at   my    ease,   which    I    am  thing  of  its  reality.     And  one  must 

bound  to  say  I  was  not  see  actual  war  fully  to  appreciate  its 

^*  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  un-  worst  side.     I  think  wars  and  fight- 

derstand,  Captain  West,  how  it  is  ing  utterly  abominable  ;  and  it  seems 

that    you    military    men   are  such  to  me  to  show    how    conventional 

alarmists.     There  really  seems  to  be  and  insincere    is    our  Christianity, 

no  satisfving  your  demands.    Look  that  here,  at  the  end  of  the  nine- 

at  what  has  been  done  during  these  tecnth  century,  we  should  have  no 

last  few  years,  and  yet  to  hear  you  better    way    of    settling    disputes, 

and  others  of  your  cloth  talk,   one  But  it  wonH  put  an  end  to  war  for 

might  suppose  the  country  was  per-  one  country  alone  to  look  on  quietly 

fectly  defenceless.**  at  oppression  and  injustice,  because 

^^Defenceless  in  one  sense  only,  upable    to    interfere    and    prevent 

sir,   so  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  them.** 

I  look  on  any  fear  of  invasion  *M  am  very  glad  to  find  you 
under  present  circumstances  as  think  so,*'  said  the  Minister,  stop- 
being  quite  a  delusion ;  but  surely  ping  short  and  tiuniing  towards  me ; 
we  are  defenceless  to  this  extent,  *^for  I  certainly  should  not  have 
that  we  are  perfectly  unprepared  gathered  that  your  opinions  went 
to  fulfil  our  engagements  abroad,  m  that  directioh  from  what  I  have 
In  that  sense  it  seems  to  me  to  heard  you  say  in  the  House.  Still 
be  true  to  say  that  the  country  it  passes  my  comprehension  how 
is  defenceless.  It  could  not  at  the  any  reasonable  man  can  seriously 
present  time  protect  its  honour  if  propose  that  England  should  bur- 
called  upon  to  do  so.**  den  herself  by  competing  with  the 

This  word  honour  was    an    un-  Continental    nations,   and   maintain 
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a    g;igantic    military    establishment  which  a  sense  of  gallantry  seldom 

merely  to  keep  the  peace  all  over  permitted     my    withholding    when 

Europe. ^^  passing  that  way !     Poor  old  thing! 

Here,  then,  was  a  temptation  to  you,    too,   have,  in  dim   sort,   your 

unfold  my  views ;  but  it  must  be  re-  warlike  instincts ;  for  only  last  week 

sisted.     There  was  clearly  not  time  you  were  engaged  in  personal  en- 

to  talk  an  essay  on  military  policy  counter  with  another  venerable  fe- 

between   Waterloo    Place   and   Mr.  male,   the  porter  who    guards    the 

Merrifield^s   house.      Nor  would  it  column     exercising    the    while,    in 

do  to  button-hole  a  Prime  Minister  imitation  of  the  nation  he  serves,  a 

in  the  street.      Conversation  under  malevolent  neutrality,  for  he  looked 

such  conditions  must  be  condensed.  on  with   cynical  approval,   deaf  to 

**  Mr.  Merrifield,  you  are  nothing  my  appeal  to  him  to  stop  the  fray, 

if  not  an  economist,  if  I  may  take  so  that  I  had  myself  to  undertake 

the  liberty  of  saying  so.      Is  it  not  the  duty  of  enforcing  peace,  my  um- 

desirable    that    the    nation    should  brella  interposed  between  the  hostile 

have    its    money's    worth    for    its  broomsticks.    Would  that  Mr.  Merri- 

money  ?    Why  administer  the  army  field  could  have  witnessed  this  illus- 

on  archaic  principles,  rusty  armour  tration  of  my  pacific  sentiments  t 

mingled  with  firearms  ?    This  mode  As    it  was,    I  wended    my  way 

of    doing    business  would    not    be  homeward,  feeling  but  half  satisfied 

tolerated  in  the  other  department*^  with    the    interview,    as    generally 

Surely  common-sense  should  obtain  happens  after  interrupted  convorsa- 

in  army  affairs  as  in   every   other  tions.      I  did  not  feel  sure,  on  the 

branch  of  the  public  service.'^  one  hand,  that  I  had  made  myself 

*^  You  speak  as  if    nothing  had  thoroughly    understood ;     on     the 

been  done  in  this  way.      Have  we  other,  I  was  a  little  uneasy  lest  I 

not  been  hard  at  work  already  for  might  have  appeared  to  the  Minister 

years  past,  ploughing  up  abuses  and  to  have  been  what  schoolboys  call 

sowing  reforms  broadcast  ?"  "  sucking  up  "  to  him.    However,  the 

*^  In  my  humble  opinion  iwe  have  impression  left  must  apparently  have 

scarcely    done    more    than    scratch  been  a  good  one  on  the  whole;  for 

the  surface.      But  I  have  been  de-  about  a  fortnight  afterwards,  when, 

taining  you  too  long.      I  wish  you  owing  to  Mr.  Thorowcome's  lamented 

good-night^'      And    I    turned    of^  retirement    from    office,    and    Lord 

becoming   aware  as   I  did  so   that  Stowe's  promotion   to  be  Secretary 

a    silent    part    in     our    conversa-  of  State  for  war,  a  general  shuffling 

tion    had    been    taken    by  the  old  took  place  of  minor  places,  leaving 

lady  who  superintends  the  crossing  the    Paymaster-Generalship  to    the 

at    the    top  of    the    steps    by   the  Forces  vacant  as  the  final  result,  I 

column,    and    who    now,    with    a  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Merrifield 

vacant    smile,    awaited    the    penny  offering  that  post  to  me. 
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NO.  VII. — DRESS. 

There  was  a  time  when  men  their  portraits  proudly  painted  in 
used  to  dress ;  when  high  hats,  black  tail-coats  and  white  cravats  will  be 
coats  and  trousers,  were  not  invent-  objects  of  contumely  to  their  grand- 
ed ;  when  velvet,  lace  and  satin,  f ea-  sons ;  and  that  their  successors  will 
thers,  curls  and  ruffles,  wore  mascu-  be  utterly  unable  to  comprehend 
line  adornments;  when  women  had  that  a  generation  which  was  so  in- 
no  monopoly  of  the  more  delicate  ventive  in  politics,  in  science,  and 
materials  of  costume;  when  colour,  in  the  details  of  material  progress 
shape,  and  substance  were  at  the  equal  — which  was  seemingly  so  full  of 
disposition  of  both  sexes.  The  Re-  liberty  of  thought — should  have  had 
volution  of  1789,  its  consequences  no  liberty  of  action,  and  should  have 
throughout  Europe,  the  levelling  ten-  silently  supported  the  outrageous 
dencies  which  resulted  from  it,  despotism  of  ugliness, 
brought  about  equality  in  men^s  Wo  shrink  from  change  because 
clothes,  and  gradually  led  us  to  the  we  pretend  that  it  would  indicate 
hideousness  of  covering  which  now  vanity  and  affectation,  and  that  the 
distinguishes  male  humanity,  and  to  frank  adoption  of  external  oma- 
the  apathy  which  induces  us  to  sup-  ment  would  be  unworthy  of  the 
port  it  without  revolt  The  slavery  manly  natures  of  our  time.  But  we 
of  habit,  the  tyranny  of  our  neigh-  overlook  two  facts:  the  first,  that, 
hours,  the  terror  of  opinion,  have  thus  with  all  our  fancied  manliness,  we 
far  kept  us  where  we  are,  and  have  Europeans  of  to-day  do  pay  singu- 
rendered  change  impossible ;  but,  for  lar  attention  to  our  vestments,  abo- 
our  children*s  sake,  it  is  indeed  to  be  minable  as  they  are ;  the  second, 
fondly  hoped  that  a  resolute  refer-  that  when  men  did  dress  well,  they 
mer  will  soon  appear,  and  will  de-  were  quite  as  much  men  as  we  are, 
liver  us  from  our  bondage.  Our  and  perhaps  a  little  more  so.  The 
period  is  great  in  trade,  in  news-  Mousquetaires  of  LouU  TVeize  wore 
papers,  in  preserved  meat,  in  war,  the  most  perfect  clothes  which 
but  it  strangles  individuality,  it  the  world  has  ever  seen ;  Cond6, 
chokes  all  aspirations  which  lie  out-  Raleigh,  Henri  Quatre,  the  Cava- 
side  the  adopted  groove;  it  has  no  Hers,  were  models  of  costume;  but 
sympathy  with  social  innovators,  it  would  be  difficult  to  pretend  that 
We  live  in  such  constant  need  of  they  were  not  gallant  soldiers  and 
each  other^s  aid,  that  we  dare  not  real  men.  There  is  no  necessary 
ofifend  each  other's  prejudices;  so  connexity  between  effeminacy  and 
that  even  those  amongst  us  who  graceful  dress,  there  is  no  inherent 
most  keenly  feel  that  a  radical  unworthiness  in  the  pursuit  of  out- 
change  in  the  dress  of  men  is  abso-  ward  charm ;  and  though  so  many  of 
lutely  necessary,  and  that  its  origi-  us  proclaim  that  the  adornment  of 
nator  would  be  a  benefactor  to  the  men's  bodies  is  an  object  beneath 
universe,  do  not  venture  to  ofifer  an  our  care,  there  is  no  argument  to  be 
example.  Yet  surely  we  all  must  found  in  history  or  in  morals  in 
feel  that  the  nineteenth  century  is  favour  of  that  pretension.  Still, 
an  epoch  of  appalling  frightf ulness ;  however  false  the  theory,  there  it  is. 
that  the  gentlemen  who  now  have  It  holds  us  and  it  binds  us ;  its  first 
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result  is  to  make  men  odious  to  con-  wards,  offers  to  our  eye.  Men  have 
template ;  its  second  consequence  is  asked  for  these  excesses,  have  stim- 
to  limit  the  application  of  the  word  ulated  them,  have  admired  them ;  for 
"dress."  In  considering  the  influ-  the  theory  that  women  dress  for 
ence  and  the  role  of  dress  in  France,  women,  and  men  for  men,  is  an  illu- 
we  can  speak  of  women  only  ;  men  sion  :  women  dress  to  please,  and 
are  outside  the  question  for  the  to  please  men  more  than  women, 
present.  They  have  used  their  opportunity 
But  though  we  are  thus  obliged  with  audacious  recklessness,  but  the 
to  eliminate  half  a  people  from  our  opportunity  was  created  for  them, 
field  of  observation,  there  still  re-  They  did  not  invent  it  all  alone ; 
mains  enough — too  much,  indeed —  men  have  helped  them  eagerly  and 
to  talk  about  Women's  dress  has  cannot  escape  the  responsibility  of 
become  of  late  years  one  of  the  great  their  acts.  They  may,  liowever,  rea- 
questions  of  our  time ;  it  ranks  with  sonably  invoke  extenuating  circura- 
poor-laws,  emigration,  separation  stances ;  they  may  point  to  their 
between  Church  and  State,  and  own  miserable  condition,  and  ask  if 
universal  suffrage.  It  has  not  yet  their  eyes  are  to  receive  no  satisfac- 
assumed,  as  those  subjects  have,  the  tion  anywhere ;  they  may  say  that 
character  of  a  national  or  political  they  are  poor  weak  creatures,  full 
problem  ;  the  attention  of  Govern-  of  frailties,  and  that  they  find  en- 
men  ts  has  not  yet  been  avowedly  joyment  in  the  contemplation  of 
directed  to  it;  but  its  effects  have  smart  clothes  on  women,  because 
been  enormous,  its  influence  has  they  cannot  admire  them  on  them- 
been  all  -  pervading,  its  import-  selves.  They  do  deserve  some  ex- 
anco  is  really  graver  than  that  of  cuse,  in  the  origin  of  their  action  at 
many  measures  which  Parliaments  all  events.  Their  longing  for  a  plea- 
discuss.  The  absolute  exclusion  of  santer  sight  than  they  present  them- 
the  male  half  of  a  community  from  selves  was  natural  and  even  praise- 
direct  participation  in  outside  orna-  worthy ;  but  when  once  they  had 
ment  has  led  the  men  to  gratify  pushed  women  on  the  road,  they 
their  pent-up  vanity,  their  unsatis-  lost  all  control  over  them,  women 
fied  ideas  of  taste,  by  excessive  got  away,  and  culminated  in  the 
adornment  of  their  women.  Vanity  mad  elegance,  the  wild  extravagance 
must  come  out  somehow ;  taste — bo  which  distinguished  the  Second  Em- 
it good  or  bad — must  have  its  say ;  pire,  and  which,  in  some  degree  at 
so,  as  men  are  limited  to  the  emi-  all  events,  contributed  to  bring  about 
nently  insufiicient  satisfactions  which  the  rottenness  of  France, 
modern  tailors  offer  them — to  the  We  should  not,  however,  forget 
choice  between  two  buttons  or  one  that  the  dressing  of  Frenchwomen  has 
button  on  their  sleeves,  to  trousers  a  good  many  aspects.  AVc  see  the 
rather  loose  or  very  loose — they  more  riotous  elements  which  com- 
burst  out  in  their  wives  and  daugh-  pose  it,  because,  by  their  very  na- 
ters,  and  seek  in  them  what  they  ture,  by  the  publicity  which  they 
are  forbidden  to  enjoy  in  their  own  seek,  they  are  visible  to  all  specta- 
proper  persons.  The  women  have  tors ;  and  because  the  harm  which 
no  objection  to  this  system — on  the  they  have  done  is  the  talk  of  Europe, 
contrary,  their  monopoly  is  peculi-  But  there  are  other  sides  to  this 
arly  agreeable  to  them  ;  but  it  would  great  subject :  it  is  not  all  vanity, 
be  unjust  to  attribute  to  them  the  frivolity,  and  expense ;  it  contains 
whole  blame  of  the  excesses  which  intelligence,  and  tact,  and  economy, 
actual   Europe,   from  France  down-  and  sense,  and  art,  in  their   most 
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curious  developments;  it  is  a  mix-  momentary  experience;  it  is  an  in- 
ture  of  good  and  bad,  of  foolishness  fused  faith,  matured  and  verified  by 
and  wisdom,  in  all  their  varying  patient  Ftudy,  thought,  and  obser- 
sliades.  But  its  action,  whatever  vation.  Readiness  of  decision,  fa- 
be  its  form  and  consequences,  is  cility  of  execution,  are  the  first  con- 
omnipresent;  no  Frenchwoman  es-  sequencesof  this  state  of  mind;  there 
capes  from  it.  Dress,  in  some  way,  is  no  hesitation  about  choice,  no  un- 
is  her  main  preoccupation,  and  that  certainty  in  selection ;  the  thouglit  is 
is  why  the  matter  has  grown  so  big ;  so  well  prepared  beforehand  that 
why  it  has  risen  to  the  front  rank  the  most  subtle  difficulties,  the 
amongst  the  questions  of  the  mo-  most  apparently  impossible  solu- 
ment  This  sort  of  language  may  tions,  are  disposed  of  with  unerring 
look  like  exaggeration,  yet  it  is  certainty.  And  these  solutions  are 
rigorously  exact,  and  it  is  applicable  aided  by  a  handiness  of  fingering,  a 
more  or  less  to  other  countries  be-  dexerity  of  touch,  which  also  are 
sides  France.  The  desire  to  be  ad-  peculiar  to  the  race,  and  which  ren- 
mircd,  to  produce  personal  effect  der  possible  the  incarnation  of  fan- 
through  the  covering  of  their  bodies,  tastic  fancies  which  heavier  manip- 
is  a  general  disposition  amongst  ulators  could  never  realise.  Starting 
women  of  European  origin.  In  Eng-  with  weapons  such  as  these,  served 
land  it  has  attacked  the  lower  classes  by  both  head  and  hand,  the  French- 
with  singular  ferocity  and  with  the  woman  has  reached  a  type  of  dress 
most  deplorable  results ;  in  France  which  others  may  strive  to  imitate 
and  elsewhere  its  manifestations  but  which  they  do  not  attain.  It  is 
have  occurred  mainly  in  the  higher  not  enough  to  copy ;  possession  of 
strata  of  society.  The  feeling  which  the  self-same  objects  does  not  suffice ; 
prompts  it  is,  however,  identical  in  they  must  be  put  on,  they  must  be 
all  cases — the  satisfaction  of  indi-  worn,  as  their  inventors  wear  them, 
vidual  vanity  and  the  longing  to  Here,  again,  comes  in  a  local  virtue 
tempt  men ;  but  the  practical  work-  which  cannot  be  transplanted :  the 
ing  out  of  the  idea  in  France  has  a  art  of  carrying  dress  is  almost  purely 
character  of  its  own  which  we  dis-  French ;  not  one  Englishwoman  in 
cover  nowhere  else.  a  hundred  thousand  can  disguise  her 
The  Frenchwoman  has  a  senti-  nationality  behind  foreign  clothes; 
mcnt  of  shape  and  colour,  of  varie-  the  indennable  peculiarities  which 
ties  and  fitnesses,  which  is  proper  early  teaching  gives  are  beyond  her 
to  herself,  and  which  women  of  reach.  She  may  struggle,  but  she 
other  races  do  not  attain,  unless  by  fails ;  and  although  she  may  be 
rare  exception.  She  has  an  instinct  quite  convinced  that  she  looks  the 
of  singular  precision  in  everything  part  she  wants  to  play,  the  least 
which  relates'  to  dress ;  her  faculty  practised  eye  detects  the  sham, 
of  comparison  is  marvellously  rapid ;  But  the  mere  fact  of  her  would-be 
her  innate  sense  of  the  laws  of  har-  imitation  involves  a  conscious  recog- 
mony  in  outward  things  attains  the  nition  of  the  superiority  of  the  type 
nature  of  a  science.  And  the  word  imitated  ;  we  only  copy  what  we 
science  is  employed  here  in  its  really  like  and  what  we  are  desirous 
purest  meaning,  as  significative  of  to  resemble.  There  are  English- 
knowledge  which  has  been  con-  women  who  pretend  to  repel  with 
trolled  and  systematised  by  the  ap-  scorn  the  notion  that  they  wish  their 
plication  of  method.  It  is  not  a  dress  to  be  mistaken  for  that  of 
haphazard  feeling ;  it  is  a  resolute  Frenchwomen ;  but  if  their  assumed 
conviction.     It  is  not  an  accident  of  denial  were  real  and  honest,  the/ 
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would  not  expose  themselves  to  the  fast  dressing  makes  up  one  side  of 

necessity  of  making  it ;  they  would  it,    good    dressing    makes    up     the 

say   that    Englishwomen   are  ttiem«  other:  in  their  moral  consequences, 

selv^,  not  other  people ;  they  would  as  well  as  in  their  material  respects, 

create  a  model    for  their  own   use,  the  two  are  entirely  different 

peculiar  to  their  land,  and  though  Not    very    long    ago    nearly    all 

they  would  gain  nothing  by  the  pro-  Frenchwomen  were  dUtinguee^  ;  the 

cess — for    nationally  they   have    no  social  influences  of  the  Restoration, 

idea  of    dress — they  would    at    all  and  of  Louis  Philippe's  reign,  were 

events  escape  the  charge  of  counter-  mainly  pure  and  honest,  and   they 

feiting.     It  would  be  no  joy  to  men  showed  out  in  woman's  dress  with 

if  they  were  to  do  so ;  the  eye  would  singular  completeness.      There  was 

receive  no  contentment ;  our  women  something    in   the    air    then  which 

would  be  even  more  abominably  got  led    the  French  to  put   grace   and 

up  than  they  are  at  present ;  but  we  charm  above    all     other    attributes, 

should  have  the  virtuous  satisfaction  On  the  one  hand  there  was  no  row- 

of  independence,  whatever  that  may  diness ;    on    the    other,    there  was 

be.     Another,  and  a  far  more  practi-  nothing  of  what  we  understand  by 

cal   solution   would  be  to   candidly  aristocracy ;    indeed,   that    peculiar 

avow  that  though  we  long  to  dress  our  aspect  seems  to  belong  exclusively 

wives  well,  we  have  not  the  faintest  to  what  are   called   the   fair- haired 

conception  how  to  set  about  it^  and  races,    particularly  to    the    English, 

that,    consequently,   we  openly   and  the  Austrians,  and  the  Swedes ;  but 

frankly  follow  the  most  perfect  type  there  was  something  quite  as  good, 

we     can     discover,     acknowledging  there  was  distinction.     The  women 

our  incapacity  of  both  production  and  knew  it,   and  they  cherished  their 

imitation,    but   doing  our  little  best  rare    merit    with   infinite  care    and 

to  atone  for  our  self-recognised  in-  fondness.      To  look   comme  il  faut 

feriority,  by   the  humble  avowal  of  was  their  one  dream;  and    though 

its  existence,  and  by  the  frank  ac-  the  exact  form  of  realisation  of  the 

ceptance  of  a  pattern.     That  pattern  phrase   varied  naturally    from   year 

exists  in  France,   not  amongst  the  to  year,    with    the    fluctuations   of 

rapid   people   who    have    made    for  passing  fashion,   the  object  and  the 

themselves  so  unenviable  a  reputa-  result    remained    the    same.      And 

tion,   but    in    another  and  a  larger  both  were  reached  without  expense ; 

category  of  true  women,  who  regard  simplicity   was   the  rule,  and   sim- 

their  toilette  as  a  legitimate  source  plicity  means   economy.     That  was 

of  charm,  as  a  natural  indication  of  the   time  when    nearly    everybody 

their    individual    sentiment   of  art.  wore    merinos    in    the   winter,   and 

Those  are  the  women  who  are  good  plain  muslin  in  the  summer ;  where 

to  look  at  and  to  follow  ;  for  though  the  only  extravagance  which  women 

they  do  love  chiffons — though  they  perpetrated  was  in  their  e?iati8sure^ 

do  devote  to  their  discussion  a  con-  their  linen,   and  their  gloves ;  and, 

siderable  portion  of  their  time  and  delicate  as  was  the  dressing  of  the 

thoughts — though     they,     too,     like  hands    and    feet,    it    did  not   cost 

the  rest,  lift  up  dress  to  the  altitude  much  money  then.    The  revival  of 

of  a  great  question — they  do  it  well  Imperial    Government    brought    in 

and  wisely,  in  a   form  and  with  a  abundant    money,    easy    pleasures, 

result  that  others  may  be  proud  to  and  all  the  excitements  and  needs 

emulate.      It    is   only  by    dividing  of  stimulants  which  are  proper  to 

the  subject  into  two  distinct  parts,  periods  of  moral  decadence.       Dis- 

that  the  truth  can  be  arrived  at ;  tinction  ceased  to  satisfy  the  ambi- 
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tions  of  a  society  which  wanted  to  certain  places,  it  never  stained 
glare,  which  had  grown  beyond  the  out  on  to  the  entire  population ;  but, 
calm  of  moderate  and  purely  femi-  even  in  its  relatively  restricted 
nine  contentments,  which  claimed  sphere  of  action  it  did  prodigious 
to  show  its  wealth  and  its  bad  taste  harm,  and  exercised  a  corrupting 
in  action,  no  matter  how.  So  a  influence  which  has  never  been  ex- 
new  type  arose ;  the  woman  of  the  actly  measured. 
Second  Empire  replaced  the  quiet  A  certain  set  of  women,  who, 
elegant  Parisienne  who  was  iden-  though  not  numerous,  occupied 
tified  with  the  Monarchy  of  July ;  positions  so  conspicuous  and  so  in- 
in  came  toilettes  tapageusea,  and  fluential  that  everything  they  did 
high-heeled  boots,  and  nakedness,  was  seen  and  much  of  it  was  copied, 
and  riotous  expenditure.  Art-  organised  their  diversions,  their 
lovers  and  wise  men  stood  by  and  manners,  and  their  dress  in  a  way 
mourned.  which,  till  their  time,  had  never 
Not  that  Frenchwomen's  love  of  been  practised  either  in  or  out  of 
dress  sprang  up  in  1852 — it  was  an  France.  The  peculiar  circumstances 
old,  long-cherished  worship,  deep  of  the  moment  rendered  their  pro- 
and  faithful ;  it  simply  changed  its  ceedings  possible,  and  not  only  dis- 
gods  with  the  new  master.  Its  in-  posed  but  materially  enabled  a  good 
tensity  did  not  grow,  for  it  was  al-  many  other  women,  of  lower  social 
ready  so  profound  and  real  that  it  rank,  to  imitate  them.  The  outlay 
could  not  gather  farther  strength;  which  their  extravagance  entailed 
but  it  modified  its  ends  and  ways,  was  good  for  trade  ;  a  special  cate- 
and,  from  a  winning  perfectness  gory  of  manufacturers  sprung  up  to 
made  up  of  true  female  grace  and  minister  to  their  needs,  and  to  earn 
of  intelligent  applications  of  the  large  profits  by  their  folly.  So  far 
most  ordinary  means,  it  swelled  their  doings  had  a  use,  for  it  would 
into  "  Benoitonism,^^  That  one  word  be  absurd  to  complain  that  rich 
marks  the  period;  it  signifies  the  people  spend  their  money  and  so 
abandonment  of  simplicity  and  of  contribute  to  general  prosperity.  If 
tranquil  gentleness,  the  pursuit  of  Mr.  Worth,  for  instance,  has  made  a 
loud  effects,  in  which  eccentricities  fortune  out  of  the  wants  which  he 
of  form  and  colour  were  the  sole  supplied,  he  deserves  the  credit  of 
elements ;  it  implies  an  interior  state  having  intelligently  understood  his 
in  harmony  with  outside  manifesta-  time,  and  of  having  been  the  first 
tions  of  such  a  nature.  The  change  to  satisfy  a  new  demand.  He  has 
was  not,  however,  universal ;  it  was  no  responsibility  in  the  matter  ;  he 
met  by  indignant  protests,  by  heart-  happened  to  possess  certain  natural 
rending  lamentations,  by  bitter  criti-  gifts  of  a  peculiar  kind ;  he  was  able 
cisms,  by  satire,  mockery,  and  organ-  to  invent  dresses  with  a  fertility,  a 
ised  opposition.  And  yet  it  rolled  variety,  an  audacity,  and  a  skill 
along,  augmenting  from  year  to  year,  which  no  one  else  possessed  in  the 
gaining  always  fresh  adherents,  but  same  degree  ;  so  the  women  who 
never  conquering  a  majority.  It  wanted  dresses  came  to  him.  Find- 
shocked  too  many  old  convictions,  ing  that  the  current  had  set  his  way, 
and  it  cost  too  much  to  become  a  he  asked  prices  which  represented 
nationally  accepted  movement ;  it  two  separate  sorts  of  goods,  material 
was  but  an  accident  of  the  epoch,  and  invention ;  his  rivals  could  only 
born  of  evanescent  causes,  and  execute,  he  was  able  to  create ;  he 
destined  to  fade  away  with  them,  naturally  claimed  to  be  paid  for 
It  was  limited  to  certain  classes  and  both,  and  the  world  he  served  ac- 
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cepted  his  conditions.  It  is  correct  French  fashions  for  so  many  cen- 
to say  **the  world,"  for  two-thirds  turies  that  it  is  difficult  to  deter- 
of  all  Worth^s  productions  have  mine  when  she  began  to  do  so. 
been  absorbed  by  foreigners.  The  Furthermore,  France  is  so  prodigi- 
Americans  especially  have  been  his  ously  indiflferent  on  the  subject,  her 
largest  customers.  It  is  necessary  women  care  so  little  whether  other 
to  state  this,  so  that  the  blame  of  women  copy  them  or  not,  that  they 
giving  £50  for  a  plain  costume  or  cannot  be  accused  of  any  wilful 
£200  for  a  ball-dress  may  not  be  desire  to  lead  astray  the  nations 
attributed  to  Frenchwomen  alone,  round  them.  Frenchwomen  dress 
The  truth  is,  as  may  easily  be  ascer-  for  France  alone ;  if  others  follow 
tained  by  a  little  inquiry  in  the  them,  that  is  their  own  aflfair;  it 
right  places,  that  the  great  provid-  scarcely  constitutes  in  itself  a  ground 
ci-s  of  the  various  details  of  toilet  for  blame  against  the\ original  mo- 
who  cluster  round  the  Rue  de  la  dels.  But  still,  if  extravagance  and 
Paix — the  makers  not  only  of  bad  taste  are  applied  amongst  the 
inconceivable  gowns,  but  of  fairy  French,  the  harm  they  do  is  all  the 
bonnets,  adorable  jewels,  dreamy  more  extensive  because  of  the  vast 
chausstireSy  and  the  other  thousand  field  of  action  which  they  influence, 
delicacies  which  contribute  to  and  that  is  why  their  indirect  re- 
make up  the  modern  woman — all  sponsibility  is  great  and  real.  Of 
work  more  for  the  United  States  course  they  repudiate  it  with  in- 
and  Russia  than  for  France.  There  dignation ;  of  course  they  say  that 
are  ladies  at  St.  Petersburg  who  as  they  impose  theii:  will  on  no 
spend  £120  a-year  in  shoes  alone  one,  as  all  the  women  of  the  earth 
— whose  annual  cost  of  gloves  and  are  free  to  cover  themselves  as  they 
stockings  would  keep  six  families  of  like,  it  is  most  unfair  to  impute  to 
weavers — who  think  it  quite  natural  them  the  noisy  dressing  which  has 
to  pay  the  journey  of  their  favourite  grown  up  in  so  many  countries 
author  from  the  Boulevard  to  the  during  the  last  twenty  years.  Their 
Newsky  Prospect,  in  order  that  he  objection  is  specious,  but  insuffi- 
may  exactly  take  their  measure  for  a  cient;  whether  they  like  it  or  not, 
corset.  In  abusing  Frenchwomen  for  roonarchs  must  accept  the  consc- 
their  extravagance — as  we  all  do  so  quences  of  their  position.  France 
willingly — let  us  be  honest  enough  is  the  acknowledged  Queen  of  dress, 
to  remember  that  not  one  of  them  and,  as  such,  she  cannot  escape  from 
attains  the  height  of  folly  which  the  duties  and  the  charges  which 
is  reached  by  certain  ladies  whose  surround  all  crowns.  That  her  out- 
names  it  is  not  necessary  to  men-  lying  subjects  are  willing  slaves  is 
tion,  but  who  are  well  known  on  true — that  she  claims  no  authority 
the  borders  of  the  Neva  and  the  over  them  is  perfectly  exact ;  but 
Hudson,  and  of  whose  bills  in  Paris  those  facts  do  not  efface  the  moral 
curious  stories  might  be  told,  if  dis-  responsibility  which  attaches  to  all 
cretion  did  not  bar  the  way.  those  who  stand  in  high  places,  and 
The  sin  of  France  lies  in  the  fact  have  thereby  become  accepted  models, 
that  she  sets  the  example :  her  imi-  So  long  as  Frenchwomen  were  what 
tators — some  of  them  at  least — go  they  used  to  be  thirty  years  ago, 
beyond  the  pattern  which  she  offers  ;  they  did  their  duty  to  themselves 
but  the  original  fault  is  hers.  The  and  to  humanity — they  offered  an 
fault  is,  however,  rather  ancient :  it  example  of  perfect  dress,  and  so 
was  not  a  product  of  the  Second  bore  usefully  the  burden  of  their 
Empire.     Europe  has    appropnated  royalty;    but  when    they  began    to 
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fling  aside  the  wise  precepts  of  their  truth  is,  as  has  been  already  said, 
mothers,  when  they  introduced  mere  that  the  example  was  first  given  by 
money  into  the  composition  of  their  a  few  ladies  who  liked  strong  am  use- 
effect,  when  grace  and  charm  were  ments,  and  whose  rank  and  social 
regarded  as  inferior  ends,  when  their  power  enabled  them  to  externally 
one  object  was  to  dazzle  and  bewil-  defy  opinion  and  to  rely  on  being 
der,  then  they  at  once  ceased  to  de-  obsequiously  imitated  by  the  group 
serve  the  place  which  they  had  so  immediately  around  them.  But  the 
long  held;  they  Jbccame  a  danger,  and  real  women  of  France  resisted  the 
ought  to  have  been  dethroned.  But  attempt  at  its  outset ;  they  saw  no 
they  held  their  sceptre  by  divine  gain  to  taste  or  charm  in  the  ways 
right;  their  vassals  never  thought  which  the  Second  Empire  inaugu- 
of  getting  up  a  revolution  to  turn  rated ;  they  persistently  opposed 
them  out ;  the  slaves  continued  to  them ;  and  when,  ten  years  after- 
obey — they  followed  on  with  un-  wards,  the  evil  had  reached  its 
fatigued  servility,  as  the  populace  climax,  they  who  had  in  no  way 
of  Rome  bowed  down  before  the  contributed  to  it  shook  their  beads 
Caesars.  and  sadly  said,  ^*A  curious  book 
It  is,  however,  in  its  French  re-  will  some  day  be  written  on  the 
suits,  rather  than  in  its  outside  bear-  harm  which  Madame  A.  and  her 
ing^,  that  the  movement  of  women's  belongings  have  done  to  France." 
clothes  since  1852  interests  us  here.  They  expressed  this  opinion  with 
It  is  its  influence  on  France  that  we  conviction,  for  they  thoug|it  the 
have  to  consider.  It  may  at  once  be  ill  laid  deep;  they,  like  all  the  rest 
said  that  that  influence  was  infinitely  of  the  spectators,  believed  that  the 
less  extensive  and  less  serious  than  contagion  had  laid  hold  of  the  ma- 
has  generally  been  supposed.  The  joritv,  and  that  its  consequences 
outbreak  of  exaggeration  was  so  vio-  would  be  durable.  This,  however, 
lent  in  certain  classes  of  society,  that,  was  an  illusion  ;  the  rapid  dresses 
by  its  mere  glitter,  it  seemed  to  bo  and  rowdy  ways,  which  seemed  to 
vastly  more  important  and  more  have  become  a  system,  have  disap- 
widespread  than  it  was  in  fact  Its  peared  with  the  state  of  things 
vivid  glare  gave  it  a  character  of  which  caused  them ;  their  life  was 
universality  which  it  never  really  ephemeral;  they  did  much  damage 
possessed;  its  appearance  of  omni-  while  they  lasted,  but  their  time  is 
presence  was  deceptive,  and  was  over:  Frenchwomen  are  becoming 
brought  about  solely  by  the  exces-  themselves  once  more, 
sive  publicity  of  the  goings-on  of  its  And  yet  the  movement  was  ac- 
promoters.  If  the  women  who  companied  by  features  which  gave  it 
resolutely  adopted  fast  dressing  an  appearance  of  vitality  and  forcei| 
could  have  been  counted,  it  is  pro-  and  contributed  to  deceive  even  the 
bal)le  that  not  fifty  thousand  of  most  experienced  judges  of  social 
them  would  have  been  found  in  the  follies.  It  had  a  literature  of  its 
whole  of  France.  But  they  made  own ;  it  had  Feydeau's  novels, 
noise  enough  for  five  millions,  and  Sardou's  plays,  and  that  peculiar 
so  misled  the  lookers-on,  who  fancied  newspaper  the  *  Vie  Parisienne.'  It 
that  such  a  tapage  could  not  pro-  was  backed  up  by  money,  by  Court 
sibly  be  the  work  of  a  small  set  of  favour,  by  the  most  exciting  forms 
people,  and  who  therefore,  not  un-  of  pleasure,  by  a  good  deal  of  sharp 
naturally,  perhaps,  ascribed  its  pro-  writing,  by  the  personal  action  of 
duction  to  the  entire  nation.    The  men    and    women    of    position.     It 
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succeeded  in  thoroughly  depraving  fore,  behind,  above, '  below ;  some- 
public  taste  within  the  limit  of  its  body  else*s  hair,  added  to  wadding 
action.  The  toilet  of  the  actresses  and  heels,  composed  a  charming  crea- 
of  the  Gymnase,  the  Varietes,  and  ture.  The  clothes  which  were  put 
the  Vaudeville  were  accepted  topics  over  these  under  preparations  were 
of  conversation;  Jules  Janin— the  violent  in  form  and  colour;  all  the 
critic,  the  judge,  the  thinker — wrote  ordinary  theories  and  rules  of  art 
feuilletons  upon  them  ia  the  grave  were  wilfully  disregarded ;  velvet  was 
Debats,  and  did  not  seem  to  recog-  worn  in  the  summer — green,  yellow, 
nise  that  he  thereby  degraded  his  and  red  were  resolutely  mixed.  Lux- 
pen  and  his  reputation.  The  fancy  ury  reached  so  furious  a  development 
balls  at  the  Affaires  Etrangdres  and  that  even  M.  Dupin — who,  after 
the  Ministry  of  Marine  were  such  serving  thirteen  governments  with 
big  events  that  they  absorbed  at-  unvarying  fidelity,  might  have  been 
tention  a  month  before  and  after-  supposed  to  be  able  to  stand  a  good 
wards ;  and  stories  were  eagerly  told  deal — burst  out  in  the  Senate  with 
and  listened  to  about  duchesses  and  a  moral  speech  against  the  women 
princesses  who  took  tea  with  Mr.  of  his  time ;  but  the  ladies  it  was 
Worth  at  five  o'clock  to  discuss  the  meant  for  read  it  in  the  *  Moniteur  * 
last  details  of  the  composition  of  next  morning,  laughed,  and  said, 
their  costumes,  and  who  drove  back  "  Poor  old  Dupin !"  That  was  what 
to  him  at  10  p.  H.  on  their  road  he  got  for  his  trouble.  It  needed  a 
to  the  entertainment,  in  order  to  sub-  stronger  hand  than  his  to  stop  the 
mit  their  adornments  to  one  final  wave.  And  yet,  with  all  this  noise 
touch  from  his  skilful  hand.  As  skirts  and  splashing,  the  waVe  did  not 
grew  longer,  bodies  grew  shorter;  really  hold  much  water;  it  was 
and  the  first  half  of  Levassor^s  de-  made  up  of  surface  foam.  It  seemed 
scription  of  a  balletgirrs  dress,  to  cover  almost  the  entire  sea  of 
"  line  robe  qui  ne  commence  qu'ft  life,  but  it  had  no  depth,  and  even 
peine  et  qui  finit  tout-de-suite,"  be-  its  superficial  area  was  vastly  less 
came  exactly  applicable  to  the  upper  than  was  supposed.  The  majority  of 
part  of  what  was  called  an  evening  women  are  good  and  honest,  and  are 
toilet  Some  people,  indeed,  were  more  inclined  to  the  discharge  of 
inclined  to  think  that  it  was  an  ex-  quiet  duties  than  to  the  pursuit  of 
aggeration  to  pretend  that  it  *^  scarcely  reckless  pleasure ;  it  was  but  a  mino- 
began,"  and  that  it  would  be  far  rity — a  small  minority— which  went 
more  exact  to  assert  that  it  did  not  in  for  joy  and  dress,  and  adopted 
begin  at  all.  them  as  the  sole  object  of  existence. 
It  was  a  curious  period.  The  Of  course  a  good  many  of  the  quiet 
pursuit  of  material  satisfactions,  of  wives  and  mothers  were  a  little 
the  glorification  of  vanity,  was  the  tempted  by  the  glitter  round  them ; 
main  object  of  the  women  who  they  would  not  have  been  French- 
dressed  and  of  the  men  who  hung  women  if  they  had  been  quite 
about  them.  Every  lady  spent  all  insensible  to  the  glory  of  other 
she  had,  and  a  good  many  got  copi-  people^s  clothes,  but  their  good 
ously  into  debt ;  faces  were  labo-  sense  and  their  innate  love  of  hon- 
riously  and  pictorially  prepared  esty  protected  them  from  danger; 
for  the  day's  work ;  the  stinginesses  they  stood  by  in  safety ;  they  went 
of  nature  were  more  than  ever  com-  on  dressing  mildlv,  and  limited  their 
pensated  by  various  devices  adapted  outlay  to  what  their  husbands  gave 
to  various  parts  of  the  body — be-  them.     There  are,  however,  enough 
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**  frisky  matrons'*  and  foolish  virgins  fact  does  not  excuse  the  Parisians 

on  this  earth  to  supply  material  for  for  setting  the  example, 

any  madness  which  fashion  may  set  Perhaps,  however,  the  men  merit 

going.      There  are  abundant   asses  more    blame    than   the   women,    for 

among  the  men  that  modem  civilisa-  the  latter  are  only  what  the  former 

tion   has  produced  who  are  always  make    them.      It  is  a  question    of 

ready  to  applaud   excesses,  even  if  supply    and    demand :     when    men 

they  have  to  pay  for  them.     So,  with  want    ladies    round    them,    women 

example  from   above  and   imitation  become  ladies ;  when  men  want  the 

from    below,    rowdy    dressing    and  other  thing,  women  become  the  other 

rowdy  nmnners  became  typical  of  the  tiling.     They  model   themselves  ac- 

pcriod,  and  will  be  long  remembered  cording  to  the  requirements  of  their 

as    having    constituted    one  of   the  masters,  and  the  fluctuations  of  their 

worst  of  the  social  aspects  of  the  type  and   manners  may  alwa3's  be 

Second  Empire.  taken  as  a  tolerably  safe  indication 

Not    that    the    members    of    the  of     the    male    tendencies    of     the 

group    who    dressed    were    morally  period.      Men    have    therefore    but 

much  worse    than  the  people  who  small  right  to  complain  if  the  result 

live    for    pleasure    in    other    lands,  be    bad ;    it    is    mainly    their    own 

There  is  a  singular  equality  in  the  work :    they    deserve   credit   if   the 

dissemination    of   vice    and    virtue,  end  is  worthy  ;  they  must  take  the 

The  accidents  of   exterior  develop-  greater  part  of  the  blame  if  it  be 

ment  which  come  and  go  with  every  the  contrary.     It  is  they  who  have 

generation  aflect  but  little  more  than  lifted  up  cocotten  into  the  detestable 

mere  externals ;   they  do   not  exer-  prominence    which   they   occupy  in 

cisc  any  real  influence  on  the  inner  Paris ;    it    is    they    who    have    led 

condition  of  a  nation,  unless,  indeed,  other  women    to    suppose   that  the 

they  last  long  enough  to  acquire  a  cocotte    aspect    is    the    one    which 

permanent  hold  of  its  thought  and  pleases  men,  and  which  all  women 

action.      Women    who    seek    solely  whoso    desire    is    to    please    roust 

for  diversion  are  not  likely  anywhere  necessarily  pursue.      We  foreigners 

to  do  their  duty  to  their  children ;  may  attribute  all   this   folly  to  the 

and  whether  they  be  English,  French,  women  who  perpetrate  it ;  but  that 

or  Russian,    their  neglect  of  home  is   unfair:    the  greatest  sinners  are 

duties  is  probably  everywhere  the  the  men  who  ask  for  it.     Women 

same.     Worldliness,  whatever  be  its  follow  and  obey  far  more  than  they 

form,  is  not  a  peculiarity  of  a  race  originate.       Of    course    this    afgu- 

or  of   an   epoch  ;    frivolity,   vanity,  ment  applies  to  the  principle  alone, 

and  lust  of  thfe  eyes  have  been  pretty  and    does    not    reach    the    details : 

general  since  the  world  was  made,  there  men  are  outside  the  question ; 

and  it  would  be  untrue  and  unjust  ihcy  have    no    hand    in    the  com- 

to  describe  them  as  monopolies  of  pilation    of   grotesque    adornments; 

the  women  of  the  Second  Empire,  they    like    them,   but   they  do  not 

But  however  founded  this  reserva-  invent    them.      They  do    not  wish 

tion   may  be,   those  women  did  go  their  wives  to  spend  £8000  a-year 

singularly  far  in  the  pursuit  of  con-  apiece  on  clothes,  but  they  pay  the 

temptible    enjoyments  ;     they    did  bill  because  its  very  bigness  flatters 

their  very  utmost  to  damage   their  them ;  it  is  a  merit  in  their  eyes  to 

generation  by  destroying  the  higher  have  a   wife  who    costs    so    mudb. 

objects  of  society;  and  if  other  women  This  is  a  consequence,  exaggerated    • 

do  the  same  in  varying  degree,  that  and  absurd,  but  still  a  consequence 
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of  the   ugliness   to   which  they  are  eye;    so  we  go  in  at  the  iniquities  of 

themselves   condemned:    when  men  France,  as  if  we  were  all  innocence 

become    able    to    dress    themselves  and  virtue  on  this  side.     It  is  true 

with  freedom  they  will  cease  to  feel  that  the   Parisiennes  do    encourage 

pride    in    overdressing    the   women  us  to   this  sort  of  action,   for   they 

around  them.  have  always  exposed  their  faults  to 

The  effect  of  these  extravagances  the  universe  with  a  frankness  and  a 

has   necessarily  been  to  almost  de-  completeness  of  which  we  can  dis- 

stroy  family  life  for  the  people  who  cover  no  example  elsewhere.     Other 

have   indulged  in  them.     There  are  people  cover  themselves    with    hy- 

women    in    France — a  good   many,  pocrisies  and   shams ;     but    as  the 

too^who  dress  only  for  their  bus-  "nation  de  trop  de  paroles"  does 

bands  and  their  firesides,  who  think  not  seem,  in  this  respect  at  least, 

that  they  do  their  duty  to  God  and  to  care  what  its  neighbours  think, 

themselves  in  trying  to   make  their  it   shows   itself   as  it  is.      Socially 

homes  attractive  to  their  proprietors,  there    is    very   little    humbug    and 

and  who  imagine  rightly  that  they  scarcely  any  snobbishness  in  France, 

serve  that  purpose  by  adorning  their  There  is  no  recognised  upper  class 

own  persons  for  the  greater  delccta-  to  struggle  after  or  to  imitate.     Great 

tion   of  legitimate  spectators.      But  as  are  the  demerits  of  the  country 

the  quick-living  ladies,  who,  until  a  in   its   politico-moral    developments, 

short  time  ago,  lived  for  the  world  it   is   singularly   free   from   the   dis- 

at  large,  did  not  content  themselves  position   either  to  revere  and  copy 

with    any   such    restricted    field   of  rank,  or  to  veil  its  passing  tenden- 

action.     One  admirer  did  not  satis-  cies.      We    see    the   French   pretty 

fy  their  eager  minds;    they  went  in  nearly  as  they  are;  the  good  and  the 

^or    multitude,   and   adopted  means  bad   in    them   come   out    with    full 

which   were    as    large    as    the    end  distinctness ;    and  that  is  one  of  the 

they    had     in     view.       That    some  reasons   why   it    is    so    delightfully 

of    them    really    liked     their    bus-  easy  for  us  superior  people  to  call 

bands,    and   had   a   sort   of   tender-  them  hard  names, 
ness  for  their  children,  is  not  at  all        The   bad,   however,    was    so    ter- 

impossible ;    but  as  it  is  extremely  ribly  prominent  amongst  the  riotous 

difficult     to    associate     indoor    love  society    of   the    ante-Sedan    period, 

with    outside    vanities,    the     former  that   there    is    really    some    excuse 

was  pretty  often  abandoned  in  order  for  insisting  on  it.     Since   the   Re- 

to  be  better  able  to  attend  to  the  lat-  gency    we    have    not    seen   such   a 

ten     It  would   bo   particularly  use-  wilful    apotheosis    of    pleasure     as 

less   to   draw  harrowing   pictures  of  those  twenty  years  produced  ;    and 

worldliness,  and  of  the  damage  which  of  all  the  external  forms  which  the 

it  has  done  to  family  joys  in  France,  movement  assumed,  woraan\s   dress 

for  its  effects  are   pretty  much   the  was    the    most    marked    and    most 

same  in  ail  the  capitals  of  Europe,  evident.      Whether   that   dress  was 

Piccadilly  can  tell  us  as  much  about  a  cause  or  a  result  is  rather  difficult 

it  as  we   can  learn   in    the  Champs  to  determine ;    but  its  action,  though 

Elysees.       We    all     perfectly    well  limited    to    a    certain    set,    was    as 

know  what  it  looks  like  and  what  it  great,  within  its  sphere,  as  that  of 

produces,  only  it   is  infinitely  plea-  any  other  of  the  deleterious  springs 

santer  to  abuse  it  in  the  French  than  which   were  at   work.      It    is    true 

in  ourselves.     It  is  very  soothing  to  that  there  is    an   amusing   side    to 

discuss   the   mote   in   our   brother's  the  question ;    but  so  there  is  to  the 
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history  of  a  good  many  other  of  the  epoch.  Not  of  art  in  the  restricted 
damaging  infiucnccs  to  which  life  sense  which  so  many  of  us  attribute 
is  exposed.  It  is  true  that  the  to  the  word,  the  narrow art-of  pictures, 
pictures  of  contemporaneous  society  and  of  statues,  and  of  sculpture,  but 
with  which  the  ^  Vie  Parisienne '  of  the  universal  harmonies  of  shapes 
stimulated  every  Saturday  the  appe-  and  tints  which  nature  shows  us 
titcs  of  its  readers  were  extremely  how  to  realise,  and  which,  at  many 
clever  and  abundantly  diverting,  periods  of  the  world's  history,  men 
It  is  true  that  the  realities,  the  and  women  have  felt  and  followed, 
actualities,  of  daily  talk  and  daily  This  is  the  art  which  so  disposes 
ways,  were  often  provocative  of  objects  round  us  that  each  presents 
much  laughter  (more  than  Franco  the  highest  form  which  it  is  sus- 
hears  now) ;  but  after  all,  laughter  ceptible  of  attaining,  and  produces 
may  be  bought  at  too  high  a  price  in  us  the  keenest  satisfactions  which 
— and  so  it  was  in  those  times,  the  eye  can  convey.  This  is  the 
Brightness  and  gaiety  are  cheering  art  through  which  home  adornment 
and  tempting  ends  to  follow,  espe-  in  furniture,  in  dress,  achieves  the 
daily  when  life  is  young;  but  they  end  of  rendering  life  pleasanter,  and 
are  none  the  less  real  if  they  are  of  showing  us  how  great  results  can 
innocent  and  not  too  dear.  The  be  obtained  by  little  means,  how 
Second  Empire,  however,  was  not  truth  and  charm  and  taste  can  be 
particularly  innocent,  and  no  one  insensibly  inculcated  by  the  daily 
will  accuse  it  of  having  led  to  sight  of  the  things  wo  live  with. 
cheapness.  It  broke  down  the  The  fashions  of  the  Empire  offered 
honest  and  wi«o  social  traditions  no  such  teaching ;  glare  and  cccen- 
which  preceded  it,  it  enthroned  ex-  tricity  were  their  distinguishing 
truvagance,  it  lowered  both  men  and  characteristics;  they  did  not  contaii^ 
women  ;  and  one  of  its  most  active  one  sign  of  the  higher  views  which 
agents  towards  these  results  was  the  choice  of  dress  ought  always  to 
prol>ably  the  stylo  of  dress  which  pursue;  they  were  excessive  in  every 
it  inaugurated.  detail,  especially  in  cost  The  cari- 
15ut  whatever  may  have  been  the  catures  of  the  period  will  hand  down 
degree  of  moral  harm  which  was  to  posterity  a  tolerably  correct  know- 
thus  generated,  it  was,  relatively,  ledge  of  what  the  streets  and  draw- 
even  less  conspicuous  than  the  ing-rooms  of  Paris  looked  like  bc- 
odious  corruption  of  taste  and  type  twcen  December  1851  and  Septcm- 
which  grew  up  during  those  twen-  her  1870.  French  gi'andchildren 
ty  years.  Regarded  as  a  form  of  will  indeed  mock  at  the  aspect  of 
art— and  it  certainly  ought  to  be  the  women  we  have  known,  at  their 
so  considered — women's  dress  is  crinolines  four  yards  round,  and,  five 
a  manifest  indication  of  current  years  later,  at  their  narrow  skirts 
ideas  on  form  and  colour.  It  does  clinging  round  their  legs.  They 
not  constitute  a  mere  ornament  of  will  recognise  in  them  what  they 
the  body.  It  is  not  limited  to  really  were,  "  des  fommes  rcmplies 
the  expression  of  individuality  of  do  bijoux  et  d'elles-memes,"  with 
conception,  or  of  any  personal  small  room  for  love  of  other  people, 
sentiment  of  fitness  (though  that  and  with  a  permanent  disposition  to 
is  oi»e  of  the  very  best  develop-  disobey  all  tlie  rules  which  ought  to 
ments  wiiich  it  can  assume);  it  guide  the  choice  of  feminine  costume, 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  an  outward  When  all  possible  varieties  of  form 
sign    of    the    art    tendencies   of   an  had   been    exhausted,    the  ladies   of 
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the   period   took   up   colour,   and   if  what  we  live  with,  partly  because  the 
Germany  had   not  intervened,   they  differences  which  arise  from  year  to 
would   soon   have   worn  out   colour  year  involve  only  modifications  of  de- 
too,    and   have  had   nothing   left  to  tail,  with  no  marked  change  of  charac- 
choose   from.      The  reaction   which  ter  or  type.     As  yet,  although  we  can 
has  now  set  in  is  against  all  colour  ;  only  compare  the  details  of  different 
women  are  wearing  tints  which  have  moments  of  our  generation,  we  can, 
no  name,  which  never  were  real  or  at  all  events,  give  a  verdict  on  theiu 
fresh  or  true,  but  which  still  do  not  between  themselves,  and  can,  with- 
quile  reach  the  tone  which  we  de-  in  that   limit,  assign  to  the  ephera- 
sign  by  *' faded;"  they  are  essenti-  eral   fashions   of   the   reign   of   Na- 
ally    "des  couleurs  provisoires,"  as  poleon     III.     their    little     place    in 
Paris  calls  them,  in  sympathy  with  history.      A   detestably  bad   one   it 
the      sort     of     government    which  is.      Rarely  has  the  theory  of  dress 
France  just  now   possesses,  neither  assumed  a  less  satisfactory  expres- 
Monarchy     nor     Republic,     neither  sion  than  during  those  twenty  years 
reality  nor  fiction,  neither  seed  nor  amongst   the   women  who,  whether 
flower.     It  really  is  amusing  to  see  we  like  it  or  not,  we  must  take  as 
dress  thus  fit  itself  to  the  accidents  typical  of  the  time.      Rarely   has  a 
of  politics.      From  respectable  under  momentary  rush  of  extravagance,  in 
Louis    Philippe,    it     became     noisy  all  its  forms,  exercised  a  worse  influ- 
under    the    Empire,    and    has   now  ence,  artistically,  on  those  who  were 
turned  to   *'  provisional  "   under   M.  subjected  to  it. 
Thiers.       Whatever    be    its     next  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  offer 
stage,   we  may,   at    all    events,    be  any  arguments  in  proof  of  this  ;  but 
sure  that  it  will  never  grow   "  de-  if  there  should  still  be  people  who, 
finitive."     Its  essence  is  to  change,  by  long  custom  (they   can  have  no 
not  only   with   dynasties,  but   with  better  motive),  should  wish  to  defend 
all  the  passing  fancies  which  caprice  the  piece  in  which  they  have  played 
may  set  afloat.      It  is  as  well  that  a  part,  let  them  explain — if  anyhow 
it  should  be  so,  for  if  the  fashions  of  they   can — the  merit    of   a    system 
the  Empire  had  lasted,  there  would  which  is  based  on  nothing  btit   the 
have   been   an    end  of  all   taste   in  deification   of  money.         Since   the 
France  ;  such  treatment  would  have  Byzantines  put  gold  and  silver  into 
suffocated  it.      It  is   true   that  the  pictures,  and  called  it  art,  we  have 
exact    measure    of   the    style  of  a  had  no  similar  example  of  the  ado- 
period  can  scarcely  be  arrived  at  by  ration   of  mere  glitter.     Happily   it 
contemporaries;  prejudice  and  habit  is  over;  and   if  the  empire   should 
blind  us   too  much   to  allow  us  to  get   back — which   is  an   eventuality 
exercise  discriminating  judgment  on  not  to  be  disregarded — we  may  pre- 
objects  which    surround   us.       We  sume  that  it  will  not  repeat  the  error, 
can  recognise  the  superiority  of  the  but  will  offer  another  model  to  its 
Wilet  of  both  men  and  women  dur-  restored  subjects, 
ing  the  epoch  which  stretched  from  But    even    the    Empire   did    not 
^^    thirteenth      to     the     sixteenth  crush   out  the  true   Frenchwoman ; 
I^uis ;  we  can  all  see  how  ungrace-  she  lived  through  it,  unaffected  by 
ful  dress  was  under  the  Valois,  the  examples ;    she   maintained  the  old 
directory,   and   the  First    Empire  ;  tradition   in   silent  corners ;   she   is 
"Ot  we  cannot  form  an  equally  sure  coming  out  again  in  her  ancient  wis- 
^P'nion  with  reference  to  ourselves,  dom;    she   is  once  more    ready   to 
J^'^ly  because  we  are  accustomed  to  show  Europe  what  a  woman's  dress 
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ought  to   symbolise.     Her  principle  travel  ;     beyond     it    lie    forbidden 
always  has  been  that  the  brightest  things.     Now,  considering  that  £60 
forms,  the  most  admirable  results,  is   the  price   of  one  ordinary  gown 
are  attainable  by  the  simplest  means,  for   certain   other  people,    it  is   not 
and  that  they  are  utterly  indepcnd-  easy   to  understand    how    Madame 
ent  of  the  fictitious  splendours  which  Somebody,    whose    husband    is    a 
bank-notes  pay   for.      She   has   not  small    barrister    or    a    Government 
abandoned    the    great    theory    that  clerk,  who  owns  two  children,  and 
women   should  bo   women   always  ;  whose  entire  annual  income  is  £440, 
that    when    they    drift    to     rowdi-  can  bo  got  up  as  she  is.    And  yet 
ness  they    lose   their  charm  ;    that  she  does  it,  and  a  vast  number  of 
distinction    is    the    one  end    worth  her  sort  do   it  too,   with    identical 
struggling  for.      And  here  it  should  success.      The    result    is  seemingly 
be   noticed   that  distinction   is  not,  out    of    all     proportion    with     the 
necessarily,   a  pure  gift  of  nature,  means,  but  that  is  only  an  optical 
Its    noblest    manifestations    are,   of  illusion.     The  £60  form  but  one  ele- 
course,  dependent  on  physical  con-  ment  in  the  means ;  we  do  not  see 
ditions  which  no  use  of  taste,  how-  the  rest  unless  we  look  very  closely 
ever    cunning,   can    thoroughly    re-  for  it ;  but  when  we  have  discovered 
place ;  but  taste  can  do  a  vast  deal  the  supplementary  sources  of  action 
to  atone  for  corporeal  insufliciencies,  which    contribute  to  the   end    pro- 
and,  as  regards  dress  alone,  it  is  the  duced,    wo   are    almost    inclined    to 
one  guide  to  perfectness.      But  taste,  think  that  the  £60  are  a  superfluity, 
in   this   case,   means    wisdom,   tact,  and  that  the  whole  thing  might  just 
and  common-sense,  as  well  as  the  able  as  well    be    managed   without  any 
handling  of  form  and  colour.     Taste  money  at  alL     Amongst  the  many 
means    suitableness    in     everything  employments    of    human    ingenuity 
— in  the  choice  of  substances  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  select  one  in 
shapes  and  tints  which  fit  the  social  which    inventiveness,  resolute    pur- 
condition  of  the  wearer  as  well  as  her  pose,    dexterity    of    handling,    and 
personal  aspect.     It  means  not  only  especially    utilisation    of    the    very 
tlie  pursuit  of  a  harmonious  whole,  smallest  chances,   are  set  to   work 
but  the  diligent  appropriation  of  all  with  more  persistence  or  more  in- 
the  smaller  delicacies  of  detail  which  telligence.      There  is  assuredly  no 
true  women  ought    to  practice,   so  similar  example  of  the  victory  which 
that  every   element  of   their    dress  cleverness  can  win  in  battle  against 
may  support  critical  examination,  so  poverty.       But   triumph    is   attain- 
that  no  **  faults  of  spelling'*  may  be  able  solely   by  personal   action ;  in 
discovered  by  an  investigating  e^^e.  such  a  struggle  nothing  can  be  dele* 
And  it  means  the  realisation  of  all  gated  to  others ;  the  author  must  do 
I'ais   with   little  money.      This  was  everything  herself — not,  perhaps,  the 
what  most    Frenchwomen   used    to  sewing,  which  is  a  merely  mechanical 
reach ;    this  is  what  many  of  them  act,  but  the  devising,  the  arranging, 
have  never  forgotten ;  it  is   to  this  the  fitting,  the  ordaining,  and,  more 
the}' are  coming  back.      When  they  than  all,  the  organising  of  the  whole, 
have  done  so  thoroughly  the  world  so  that  it  may  present  unity  of  effect 
may  safely  copy  them  once  more.  Furthermore,    as    Frenchwomen    of 
To  a  woman  of  the  middle  class  the  class  we  are  talking  of  are  per- 
iii  France  dress  involves  an  expendi-  petually  restoring  their  old  clothes^ 
lure    of  £60  a-year :     within    that  and  adapting   them   to  new   neccs- 
limit  she  can    let    her  imagination  sities,  it  is  clear  that  no  one  else 
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could  serve  them,  for  no  one  else  forms  —  it  is  in  the  character 
knows  what  they  possess.  Their  and  expression  given  to  the  product 
habit  of  directly  governing  their  — that  the  idiosyncrasies  of  the 
dress  is  not,  however,  peculiar  to  wearer  come  to  light,  that  the 
this  or  any  other  class.  No  French-  woman  shows  out  herself,  that 
woman  who  respects  her  own  opin-  the  Parisienne  stands  alone.  The 
ion  will  allow  herself  to  be  guided  gown  is,  however,  but  one  element 
by  either  a  conturUre  or  a  femme-  of  the  whole — the  largest  and  most 
de  ehambre.  She  lets  them  cut  and  apparent,  it  is  true,  but  not  the 
sew,  but  she  originates  herself,  most  important,  for  a  cotton  dress 
knowing,  by  her  .instinct,  that  in  worth  fifteen  francs  may  speak  up 
no  other  way  can  she  make  her  with  equal  power,  and  may  proclaim 
toilet  what  it  ought  to  be — repre-  with  as  loud  a  voice,  the  merit  of 
sentative  of  herself.  The  main  its  author.  The  boots,  the  gloves, 
features  of  the  dressing  of  the  true  the  sash,  the  hat,  the  parasol,  the 
Parisienne — of  the  woman  who  is  linen  above  all,  subscribe  more 
always  charming,  despite  her  empty  largely  still  to  the  tone  and  type  of 
purse — are  individuality,  harmony,  a  well-dressed  woman :  it  is  to  them 
and  finished  detail.  that  the  experienced  eye  turns  curi- 
It  is  very  easy  to  talk  about  the  ously  in  order  to  determine  the  ex- 
process  in  this  loose  way;  but  it  is  act  degree  of  her  perfection  in  this 
almost  impossible  to  describe  it  ac-  branch  of  merit.  No  one  who  really 
curately,  especially  so  as  to  enable  knows  and  feels  what  dress  ought 
others  to  try  their  hand  at  it  The  to  imply  will  limit  observation  to  a 
end  is  peculiar  to  France.  It  can-  skirt;  the  dissection  will  be  rapid 
not  be  attained  unless  it  be  realised  but  complete ;  it  will  extend  to  every 
by  the  imagination  before  it  is  pro-  detail — hands,  feet,  hair,  and  under- 
duced  materially.  To  say  "  I  will  garments,  will  each  receive  a  scruti- 
have  a  black  silk  dress"  is  an  ab-  nising  glance,  and  opinion  will  be 
stract  proposition,  containing  no  sort  formed  on  the  assemblage  of  them 
of  specific  meaning  beyond  that  all,  not  on  any  single  element  In 
which  strictly  belongs  to  the  three  Paris,  and  elsewhere  in  France,  there 
words  which  form  it  But  to  the  are  crowds  of  women  who  come  out 
true  female  mind  the  phrase  a  **  black  reproachless  from  these  ruthless  cx- 
silk  dress  '*  is  susceptible  of  a  thou-  aminations,  the  reason  being  that 
sand  senses  and  of  as  many  associa-  they  know  beforehand  that  they  will 
tions,  particularly  to  women  wlio,  be  subjected  to  them,  and  prepare  ac- 
both  by  pecuniary  necessity  and  by  cordingly.  It  is  not  amongst  cun- 
personal  disposition,  do  not  stumble,  ning  artists  such  as  these  that  one 
haphazard,  into  their  clothes,  but  sees  jewels  worn  in  the  early  morn- 
carefuUy  weigh  them  out  and  use  ing,  or  gloves  with  holes  in  them, 
much  comparison.  Their  work  is  or  stockings  dangling  round  the 
essentially  one  of  choice  and  cal-  ankles,  twisted  like  the  screw  of  a 
culation,  restricted,  of  course,  in  music-stool,  or  hanging  helplessly 
execution,  by  economy  and  by  like  Turkish  trousers.  It  is  not 
the  accidents  of  individual  talent,  they  whose  linen  ever  shows  a  stain, 
but  absolutely  limitless  in  gene-  or  who  add  coarse  embroidery  to 
ral  theory  and  idea.  A  black  silk  their  hidden  vestments.  Delicacy 
dress  may  assume  almost  as  many  and  fitness  are  their  immediate 
forms  as  sunset  clouds,  can  offer,  means,  harmony  their  object,  charm 
It    is    in    selection    between    these  their  final  end ;  and  they  reach  it  all. 
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These  are  true  women  in  one  of  blind-eyed,  ordinary  people,  who  are 
the  most  feminine  senses  of  the  so  terribly  abundant  in  French  de- 
title — it  is  they  who  brighten  up  so  partments,  who  are  incapable  of 
many  homes  in  France — it  is  they  comprehending  the  most  elementary 
who  of  late  years  have  angrily  re-  of  the  law?  of  fitness ;  who  wear 
sisted  the  barbarian  onslaughts  of  leather  boots  with  a  muslin  dress; 
money  and  bad  taste — it  is  they  cameo  brooches  stuck  in  the  middle 
who  haye  preserved  unweakened  the  of  their  chests ;  feathers,  flowers,  and 
traditions  of  their  mothers— it  is  to  lace  in  resolute  confusion — really 
them  that  we  now  should  look  for  just  like  Englishwomen.  Sins  of 
teaching  and  example.  But  they  do  this  kind  do  not  shock  them :  the 
not  think  of  us ;  their  field  of  action  is  poor  creatures  do  not  see  them ;  they 
indoors;  they  do  not  care  for  foreign  suppose  it  is  all  right,  and  have  no 
imitators;  their  work  is  done  for  qualms  of  conscience.  And  yet, 
themselves  and  their  own  children,  next  door  to  them,  there  may  be  one 
'J  heir  girls  grow  up  in  contact  with  of  those  perfect  models  we  were  talk- 
sound  theories  on  dress,  in  constant  ing  of  just  now — a  model  with  no 
practice  of  the  delicate  science  of  students  and  no  admirers,  like  that 
self -adornment,  but  with  the  con-  rose  we  heard  of  in  our  youth,  which 
viction  that  its  highest  truths  lie  wasted  its  sweetness  on  the  desert 
in  simplicity,  in  the  resolute  avoid-  air.  This  seems  to  show  that  the 
ance  of  all  violence,  of  all  waste,  of  faculty  of  rightly  appreciating  dress 
all  unnecessary  outlay.  At  fourteen  is  either  a  natural  gift  or  a  result 
years  old,  those  girls  can  cut  out  of  early  teaching ;  anyhow,  it  is 
their  own  dresses ;  at  ten  they  can  probable  that  it  is  difRcult  to  ac- 
trim  bonnets,  and  can  hold  forth  quire  it  in  after-life,  unless  in  rar6 
learnedly  on  the  theory  exhibited  in  cases  and  under  special  circiun- 
thcir  mother*s  practice.  Education  stances  of  example  and  assistance, 
such  as  this  makes  wonderfully  It  shows,  also,  that  though  the  high- 
handy  women ;  they  know  how  to  est  .  types  of  dressing  are  to  be 
use  their  fingers  for  pretty  nearly  found  in  France,  they  are  not  a 
everything.  Skill  in  dress  leads  on  to  necessary  property  of  the  entire 
other  skills ;  the  sentiment  of  art  in  nation.  They  must  be  regarded  as 
its  personal  application,  opens  out  developments  of  a  special  capacity 
the  mind  to  its  larger  teachings,  under  favourable  conditions,  rather 
Regarded  from  this  point  of  view —  than  as  an  inherent  right  The 
which,  though  it  may  seem  exag-  better  class  of  Frenchwomen  have 
gerated  to  persons  who  hear  of  it  grown  slowly,  with  each  other's 
for  the  first  time,  is  incontestably  help,  to  the  height  which  they 
sound  —  Dress  acquires  a  new  have  now  attained  ;  their  talent  has 
use;  it  ceases  to  be  an  exhibition  become  transmissible  to  their  chil- 
of  vanity,  or  of  low-class  ability ;  it  drcn  (Mr.  Darwin  has  not  thought  of 
tjikes  its  place  amongst  the  useful  that  example  of  natural  selection), 
elements  of  instruction ;  it  helps  but  unequally  and  capriciously ; 
women  along  the  road  to  know-  they  have  not  communicated  it 
ledge.  to  the    whole  crowd    round  them. 

But,  alas  !  this  pretty  picture  does  and  the  crowd  remains  incapable  of 

not  apply  to   everybody.     It   is   so  imitation,  or  even  of  comprehension, 

pleasant  that  it  is  particularly  dis-  It    docs    not    know    how   much    a 

agreeable   to   turn  away  from  it  to  woman   augments  her  power   by  a 

the  crowds  of  utterly  incompetent,  well  -  calculated    use    of    carefully- 
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selected  ornament,  or  how  a  mother  duty  to  help    themselves   to    some 

can  help  her  child  to  acquire  the  degree,  and  to  know,  at  all  events, 

appreciation  of  shape  and  colour  by  how  to  sew. 

the  study  of  her  daily  dress.  But  whether  or  not  it  be  admitted 
Regarded  as  one  of  the  occupa-  that  the  subject  is  susceptible  of 
tions  which  ought  to  fill  up  women's  these  accessory  merits,  most  of  us 
time  at  home,  the  preparation  of  will  Own  that  a  well-dressed  woman 
clothes  is  natural  and  legitimate,  is  an  agreeable  thing  to  look  at.  We 
All  the  world  cannot  be  rich  do  not  all  agree  as  to  what  a  well- 
enough  to  pass  its  time  in  pleasure  dressed  woman  is,  and  there  is  room 
or  in  intellectual  pastimes;  the  for  a  very  pretty  quarrel  between 
mass  of  us  spend  our  lives  with  the  advocates  of  French  and  Eng- 
less  money  than  we  should  like  to  lish  views  upon  the  matter;  but 
have,  and  in  a  consequent  constant  the  principle  remains  unimpaired, 
effort  to  diminish  our  impecuniosity  even  though  its  forms  of  realisation 
by  our  labour.  Men  trade  and  are  open  to  discussion.  Even  in 
speculate,  and  do  various  other  France  itself,  as  we  have  seen,  there 
things  for  this  end ;  women,  who,  has  been  a  fight  between  two  types  ; 
unless  exceptionally,  have  no  direct  one  of  them  is  nearly  suppressed  at 
power  of  earning  cash,  can  only  try  last,  and  the  other  one  is  slowly  re- 
to  satisfy  their  longings  by  indoor  gaining  its  old  supremacy;  but  we 
work  for  their  own  account.  Fool-  English  people,  after  all,  can  regard 
ish"  people,  who  think  it  beneath  it  only  as  an  admirable  curiosity: 
their  grandeur  to  make  their  own  we  are  incapable  of  imitating  it,  for 
p;owns  and  bonnets,  are  rare  in  the  same  reason  which  prevents  our 
France;  there,  even  the  richer  learning  how  to  cook — our  women 
classes  generally  consider  it  to  be  a  cannot  do  it. 
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THE    PUNDRAPORE    RESIDENCY. 

Few  events  have  caused  so  great  a  to  Government     And   upon    cross- 
sensation  among  Indian  officials  as  examination    he  was  compelled    to 
did  the  appearance  of  a  *  Gazette'  acknowledge  that  the  only  connec- 
announcing     the     appointment     of  tion  between  his  family  and  India 
Captain  Jones  of  the  27th  Bengal  arose  from  his   uncle  having  kept 
Cavalry  —  the    Jungly  wallahs  —  to  a  grocer's  shop   in  the  East  India 
the  political  agency  of  the  Pundra-  Docks,    where    the    old    man     had 
pore  State.    The  causes  of  an  Afghan  amassed  enough  of  money  to  pur- 
war  had  been  more  easily  accounted  chase  Company's  paper,  and  to  pro- 
for  than  the  selection  of  a  man  who  cure    a    cavalry  cadetship    for    his 
could  not  command  an    ounce    of  nephew.      Had    the    occasion  been 
interest  from  head   to  tail   of    the  one  of  less  importance,  Jones  would 
service.     The  post  was  one  of  the  have  scrupled  to  be  so  frank  with 
most  coveted  appointments  in  India,  his  brother  officers.     He  had  hither- 
Sir  Rothie  Murkus  had,  with  tears  to  been  somewhat  reticent  upon  the 
in  his  eyes,  refused  the  entreaties  of  subject  of  his  family,  with  the  ex- 
a  host  of  Gushingtons,  Rattles,  and  ception  of  a  few  obscure  hints  that 
Pcndlows,   whose  genealogical  trees  its  origin  was  Welsh  and  princely, 
might    have    convinced    the    most  But  Captain  Jones  felt  that  romanc- 
skeptical  of  their  special  fitness  for  ing  would  be  dangerous  .at  such  a 
the    Pundrapore    Residency.      The  juncture;    and   the  brigadier  went 
same  venerable  statesman  affirmed  away  more  puzzled  than  before, 
to  his  disappointed    relatives    that        Had  Jones  seen  his  name  in  the 
the  wires  were  pulled  by  a  hand  *  Gazette'  as  a  Knight  Commander 
which  he  could  not  venture  to  op-  of    the    Bath,   it  would    not    have 
pose.     What  was  this  mystery  of  occasioned  him  more  surprise  than 
the    hidden    hand?      All    Calcutta  did  the  notification  of  his  appoint- 
talked   of    nothing  else ;   and  from  ment  to  the  Pundrapore  Residency. 
Cossipore     to    Garden     Reach     the  To  purchase  out  his  seniors  step  by 
wonderful  appointment  of    Captain  step,  and  to  retire  from  the  service 
Jones  to  the  Pundrapore  Residency  in  process  of  time  with  the  title  of 
was  in  everybody's  mouth.     No  one  Colonel,  had  been  the  very  moderate 
had  more  reason   to   be    surprised  limit    of    Jones's    ambition.       His 
than  the  officer  who  was  thus  un-  leisure    moments    were    frequently 
expectedly  brought  before  the  pub-  devoted  to  the  composition  of  epi- 
lic.      When     Captain     Jones    was  taphs,  in  which  he  described  him- 
solemnly  interrogated  by  his  colonel  self  as  having  been  "  f  r  a?  years 
in  the  presence  of  the  brigadier  and  The  Gallant  and  Resolute    Leader 
other  field-officers  of  the  station,  he  of    the    27th   Bengal   Cavalry — the 
declared,    upon    his  honour  as  an  Jungly  wallahs,"    "The  Brave    and 
officer  and  a  gentleman,  that  he  had  Accomplished  Commandant,"  "Who 
not  a  single  relative  either  in  the  lived     like     a    Soldier     and    died 
Court  of  Directors  or  in  the  Board  like  a  Christian,"  with  many  other 
of  Control — that  he  had  never  seen  similar  expressions  of  self-apprecia- 
the  Governor-General — and  that  he  tion.     Treasured   up  in  one  comer 
hardly    knew    the    names    of    the  of  his  desk  lay  a  design  for  a  mural 
members  of  Council  or   secretaries  tablet,  with  an  inscription  as  long 
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as  9i  modern  biography.  This,  as  ing-masters  in  licr  Majesty's  service 
Jones  had  told  Cornet  Sniggers  in  could  not  have  given  him  a  decent 
confidence,  was  a  memorial  that  his  seat  in  the  saddle  within  the  corn- 
sorrowing  relatives  would  probably  pass  of  an  ordinary  life-time  ;  nor 
erect  in  Cheltenham  Church,  near  could  the  smartest  drill-sergeant  in 
which  town  he  meant  to  set  up  his  India  have  induced  him  to  keep  the 
staff  when  his  campaigning  da3's  step  for  five  successive  minutes  when 
were  over.  Sniggers  also  informed  walking  in  compan3\  It  was  a  joke 
the  mess  that  Jones  had  shown  him  in  the  regiment  that  Jones  turned 
the  plan  of  a  cenotaph  overshadowed  away  his  head  when  fencing,  and 
by  two  palm-trees,  erected,  as  the  shut  his  eyes  when  shooting.  His 
legend  said,  *'By  his  grateful  and  unprepossessing  appearance  might 
devoted  soldiers,  Who  reverenced  have  passed  unnoticed  but  for  the 
him  as  a  Father,  And  worshipped  gaucherie  of  his  manner,  which  in 
him  as  a  Leader."  In  the  design  the  society  of  ladies  was  especial- 
for  this  remarkable  piece  of  sculpture,  ly  painful.  At  balls,  where  Jones 
two  native  troopers,  in  the  flowing  underwent  self-torments  to  make 
turbans  and  tight-fitting  jackets  of  himself  agreeable,  it  was  remarked 
the  JuDglywallahs,  were  represented  that  everybody  whom  he  asked  to 
as  bending  over  their  wounded  or  dance  was  engaged,  and  that  even 
dying  commander,  whose  arm  was  the  permanent  wall-flowers  found 
strained  in  the  effort  to  wave  above  pretexts  for  declining  his  attentions, 
iiis  head  his  broken  sword.  Round  It  was  at  Bustlepore,  where  the 
the  base  were  skulls,  cross-bones,  Commander-in-Chief  was  holding  a 
and  other  mortuary  emblems,  under-  levee  about  the  beginning  of  the 
stood  to  be  the  remains  of  Sikhs  first  Sikh  war,  that  Jones  in  making 
•and  Afghans  who  had  fallen  by  the  his  bow,  jerked  his  head  so  close  to 
sabre  of  the  recumbent  warrior,  his  Excellency's  stomach,  that  Sir 
The  tears  had  stood  in  Jones's  eyes  George  started  back  and  demanded 
as  he  showed  these  tributes  of  affec-  with  an  oath  **  who  the  clumsy 
tion  to  his  subaltern,  who  gave,  in  ogre  was?"  Jones  passed  along 
turn,  many  assurances  of  sympathy  with  his  white  face  yet  a  shade 
and  promises  of  secrecy.  These  whiter,  and  something  like  tears  in 
promises  did  not,  however,,  prevent  his  grey  eyes,  but  no  one  ever  heard 
Sniggers  frotn  acquainting  the  mess  him  complain  of  the  Chiefs  rude- 
with  the  little  weakness  of  their  ness ;  and  old  Colonel  Gargoyle  of 
brother  oflBcer ;  and  for  many  a  day  the  Jungly  wallahs,  whose  word  was 
after,  Jones  had  to  submit  to  being  law  upon  all  matters  of  etiquette, 
dubbed  *'  Old  Mortality "  at  the  declared  that  Jones  was  more  of  a 
mess-table  of  the  Jungly  wallahs.  gentleman  than  Sir  George  Blitzen. 

Probably  the  whole  Bengal  army  The  Pundrapore  Residency  was 
did  not  contain  a  more  ungainly  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  patronage 
figure  than  that  of  the  new  Resident,  in  the  hands  of  the  Bengal  Govern- 
He  stood  six  feet  high,  with  a  thin  ment.  Successive  Governor-Gener- 
chest  and  round  shoulders.  The  als  had  filled  the  appointment  with 
knees  of  his  long  spindle-legs  were  their  favourite  aides-de-camp  and 
constantly  coming  into  collision,  and  private  secretaries ;  and  when  there 
the  natural  pallor  of  his  lean  sal-  was  nobody  in  particular  to  be  pro- 
low  face  was  set  off  by  a  stiff  black  vided  for,  a  distinguished  officer 
mustache,  gaunt  cheeks,  and  a  chin  from  either  branch  of  the  public 
generally  half-shaven.      All  the  rid-  service  had  generally  been  selected. 
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The  last  Resident,  the  lion.  Cap-  gum  became  less  guarded  in  heroin- 
tain  (Jrantley,  was  the  near  relative  trigues,  and  Captain  Grantlcy  still 
of  a  Ibrmcr  CJovernor-General,  and  more  infatuated.  The  Calcutta  pa- 
he  conseqiiently  enjoyed  a  full  mca-  pers  clamoured  for  his  withdrawal, 
sure  of  the  present  ruler's  hatred,  and  *' JJrutus,"  and  **  Indignation," 
And  his  lordship  was  at  no  loss  for  and  "  True  Briton,"  and  **  Anglo- 
opportunities  of  evincing  his  feel-  Indian,"  and  all  the  other  iiomit  de 
ings  t/)wards  Captain  Grantley.  The  plume  of  newspaper  letter-writers, 
Pundrapore  territories  were  at  that  were  constantly  employed  to  ex- 
time  in  what  the  Calcutta  news-  press  the  public  disgust  at  Captiiin 
papers  call  a  state  of  chronic  an-  Grantley's  proceedings.  Hut  Cap- 
arcliy.  Mozuffer  Jung,  the  Last  ruler,  tain  GrantlcyN  noble  relative  was 
a  politic  Mussulman,  who  had  kept  now  all-powerful  in  the  Board  of 
friends  with  all  parties,  had  been  Control ;  and  so  the  Captahi  snapped 
dead  for  about  two  years.  His  his  fingers  at  the  Calcutta  press,  for 
yourigest  and  favourite  wife,  a  Per-  he  knew  that  the  Governor-General 
sian  beauty  who  had  cost  five  thou-  would  not  dare  to  adopt  its  extreme 
sand  rupees  at  Herat,  had  managed  suggestions. 

to  secure  the  regency  of  the  State,  There  was  then  an  uneasy  feeling 
the  custody  of  her  infant  son,  and  among  the  British  in  llindostan, 
tiie  control  over  the  other  three  The  Sikhs  had  not  yet  been  finally 
wives  and  miscellaneous  female  ap-  crushed,  and  their  chieftains  were 
purt(;nances  of  the  Harem.  The  swaggering  about  through  the  Pun- 
British  Government,  knowing  the  jab,  talking  of  the  speedy  approach 
favourite  Begum's  capacity  for  in-  of  the  time  when  Runject  would 
trigue  and  mischief-making,  strongly  drive  the  British  into  the  sea.  Dost 
opposed  this  arrangement ;  and  the  Mahomed,  too,  was  looking  down  * 
late  Nawab  had  been  incessantly  from  Cabul  with  a  troubled  counte- 
urgcd  to  commit  the  administration  nance  at  the  progress  of  the  red- 
of  the  State  to  his  Prime  Minister,  coated  Kaffirs.  And,  what  was  still 
a  Mahratta  Brahmin,  upon  whose  more  serious,  there  was  much  dis- 
iidelity  and  steadfastness  the  Gov-  content  among  the  powerful  Rajpoot 
ernment  could  with  confidence  rely,  chieftains,  who  fretted  impatiently 
But  it  soon  became  apparent  that  at  the  checks  imposed  by  the  Brit- 
CapLain  Grantley  would  do  little  to  ish  upon  the  arbitrary  exercise  of 
promote  the  policy  of  Government,  their  feudal  power.  In  all  intrigues 
The  fair  Persian  made  the  best  of  of  the  day  the  Begum  of  Pundrapore 
the  opportunities  which  her  secluded  took  a  prominent  part.  Her  agents 
life  alforded,  to  captivate  the  Resi-  were  in  every  petty  court,  foment- 
dent  soon  after  hi3  arrival  at  Pun-  ing  all  causes  of  discontent,  and 
drapore ;  and  Captain  Grantley  was  encouraging  the  Rajahs  to  unite 
a  man  of  too  uuich  gallantry  and  together  for  the  assertion  of  their 
too  little  prudence  to  decline  the  independence.  Symptoms  of  open 
flirtation.  The  result  was  that  he  disaffection  had  been  more  than 
allowed  himself  to  become  the  in-  once  manifested  in  Pundrapore, 
strument  of  carrying  out  the  Be-  until  the  Government  thought  it 
gum's  projects,  and  of  thwarting  necessary  to  impress  upon  the 
the  instructions  which  Sir  Rothie  chiefs  the  uselessness  of  insubor- 
Murkus,  the  P'oreign  Secretary,  kept  dination  by  a  display  of  troops, 
continually  dinning  into  his  cars.  Sir  George  Blitzen,  with  a  brilliant 
After   the    Nawab's   death,  the   Be-  staff,    escorted    by   a    cavalry   regi- 
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ment,  and  by  large  detachments  of  voutly  that  the  state  would  really 
infantry  and  artillery,  entered  Pun-  revolt,  that  he  might  obtain  some 
draporo  with  the  ostensible  object  of  satisfaction  for  the  slights  he  was 
paying  his  respects  to  the  Begum,  receiving.  If  anything  could  have 
Sir  George  was  a  courtier  of  the  added  to  the  bitterness  of  these 
Carlton  House  and  Pavilion  school,  affronts,  it  would  have  been  the 
and  his  first  impulse  was  to  pacify  studied  deference  with  which  the 
the  State  by  subduing  the  heart  of  Begum  treated  Captain  Grantley's 
its  ruler.  But  the  Begum  would  counsels.  Sir  George  did  his  best  to 
listen  to  none  of  his  fine  speeches,  pay  back  the  Begum  by  bullying 
She  was  at  no  loss  to  divine  what  her  favourite ;  but  Captain  Grantley, 
had  procured  her  the  honour  of  his  in  his  diplomatic  capacity,  was  al- 
Excellency^s  visit,  and  she  determin-  most  wholly  independent  of  the 
ed  to  express  her  dislike  for  the  military  authorities,  and  he  did  not 
Government  by  slighting  its  repre-  give  himself  much  trouble  about 
sentative.  A  grand  durbar  was  what  his  Excellency  said  or  did. 
held  in  the  palace  for  his  Excel-  Sir  George  at  length  marched  out  of 
lency's  reception,  and  Sir  George  Pundrapore  in  a  fury,  and  reported 
took  his  scat  upon  the  right  hand  to  the  Government  that  the  only 
of  the  Begum  \\nth  so  many  high-  salvation  for  the  Pundrapore  State 
flown  compliments  and  expressions  was  the  deposition  of  the  Begum, 
of  regard,  that  Captain  Gulstan,  his  and  the  immediate  recall  and  degra- 
Persian  Secretary,  could  hardly  find  dation  of  the  Resident  The  for- 
words  to  convey  to  the  Begum  the  mer  could  only  be  done  with  the 
due  warmth  of  the  Chiefs  affection,  authority  of  the  Board  of  Control, 
Her  Highness  in  turn  complimented  and  there  was  little  hope  that  its 
Sir  George,  and  expressed  her  sor-  members  would  assume  so  grave  a 
row  that  his  Excellency  should  be  responsibility  to  gratify  Sir  George, 
compelled  to  serve  so  far  from  his  who  was  no  favourite  in  Cannon 
native  country  at  his  advanced  age.  Row.  On  the  other  hand,  Captain 
How  sad  it  was  that  the  young  Ma-  Grantley's  noble  protector  was  the 
haranee  of  Frangistan  should  have  referee  of  the  Board  upon  all  poli- 
no  younger  warriors  to  command  tical  questions,  and  the  Governor- 
hcr  forces,  that  she  must  send  the  General  was  too  prudent  a  states- 
father  of  grandfathers  to  lead  her  man  to  draw  down  upon  himself  tho 
soldiers  in  India.  The  well -padded  ire  of  his  predecessor  by  the  recall  of 
breast  of  Sir  George  quivered  with  the  Resident.  Fortunately  for  his 
scarce  concealed  anger  at  the  taunt.  Excellency,  the  residency  of  Kaifia- 
as  Gulstan  tremblingly  translated  bad  just  then  fell  vacant,  and  to  this 
it,  toning  down  the  sneer  as  much  post  Captain  Grantley  was  at  once 
as  he  dared.  It  was  Sir  George's  promoted  down-stairs.  His  salary 
weakness  to  look  twenty  years  was  not  diminished,  and  as  his 
younger  than  his  age;  and  barber,  duties  were  confined  to  the  pay- 
dentist,  and  tailor  had  done  their  ment  of  an  annual  pension,  and  the 
utmost  to  support  the  delusion,  forwarding  of  a  weekly  budget  of 
This  was  but  the  beginning  of  hosti-  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
lities;  and  affront  after  affront,  but  cipient  to  the  Foreign  OflBce,  he 
always  within  the  bounds  of  diplo-  had  little  ground  for  grumbling; 
matic  courtesy,  wa§  offered  to  his  and  it  was  at  this  juncture  that 
Excellency  during  his  stay  in  Pun-  Captain  Jones  took  charge  of  tho 
drapore,  until  he  began  to  pray  de-  Pundrapore  Residency. 
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II. 


The  Junglywallahs  gave  a  dinner  peared  in  the  breakfast  room  of  a 
to  their  departing  comrade,  and  morning.  At  the  club  in  Chow- 
said  so  many  kind  things  about  ringhee,  every  one  who  had  tho 
him  that  Jones  really  began  to  slightest  acquaintance  with  him 
believe  in  himself,  and  to  think  asked  him  to  dinner,  and  people 
that  the  Governor  -  General  had  whose  names  were  scarcely  known 
shown  great  discrimination  in  fill-  to  him  offered  him  their  carriages 
ing  up  the  Pundrapore  agency.  for  a  drive  on  the  course.     So  much 

''  I  should  not  wonder,  my  boy,"  for  being  a  political  oflBcer  on  fifteen 

said     old    Gargoyle,     after     many  hundred    a-month,    thought    Jones, 

bumpers   of   **Simpkin"   had   been  as  he  blessed    the   hour  when  he 

quaffed  to  the  success  of  the  new  had  been  gazetted  to  the  Political 

diplomatist,    *^but    that,    after    all,  Department      There  was  still   one 

you  owe  your  success  to  the  Begum  ordeal  to  be  gone  through :  he  must 

nerself.       Her    ladyship  may   have  report  himself  at  the  Foreign  Ofl9ce, 

seen    and    fancied    you    when    we  and  receive  his    instructions;    and 

marched    through  Pundrapore    last  he  much  feared  the  result,  if  Sir 

relief  time,  and  have  hocussed  the  Rothie  Murkus  were  to  subject  him 

G.-G.   into  sending  you   to  console  to  a   cross-examination    upon    the 

her    for    the    loss    of    that    puppy  duties    of    a   Political  Agent      He 

Grantley."  had  read  all  the  article  **Pundra- 

Jones  blushed,  and  the  mess  set  pore "  in  *  Thornton's  Gazetteer/  and 

up  a  roar  of  laughter,  as  they  were  had  attempted  to  commit  to  memorv 

in  duty  bound  to  do,  at  this  witti-  the  six  treaties  which  the   Britisa 

cism  of  the  colonePs,  while  M'Go-  Government    had    made    with    the 

nigil,  the   senior  captain  and  chief  rulers  of  that  State,  none  of  which 

Adonis  of  the  regiment,  who  would  had    ever    been   worth    the    parch- 

himself    have    gladly  accepted    tho  ment  that  bore  the  originals.     And 

responsibilities    of    the  Pundrapore  when  he  had  mastered  the  Foreign 

Residency,   not    excluding    the  Be-  Secretary's  "  Thoughts  on  the  Duty 

gum,  threw  a  contemptuous  glance  of    British    Intervention    in    Native 

across  the  table,  and  muttered,  *'  The  States,"  and  the  Under-Secretary's 

divil  resave  her  oisight  if  she  did."  "Notes    on   Annexation,"   and    the 

Captain  Jones  arrived  in  Calcutta,  Deputy  Under-Secretary's  "  Quous- 
and  put  up  at  Spence's,  where  he  que  Tandem:  A  Plea  for  the  De- 
soon  found  that  the  Resident  of  position  of  Indian  Despots,"  he 
Pundrapore  was  a  very  different  thought  he  might  ventiure  into  the 
personage  from  the  young  cadet  lion's  mouth,  and  he  accordingly 
who  had  lived  there  upon  a  hun-  sought  the  sanctum  of  Sir  Rothie 
dred  rupees  a-month   twelve  years  Murkus. 

before.      Khidmutghara  flew  to  an-  As  he  passed  through  the  Deputy 

ticipate  his  orders,  ptinhah-wallahB  Under-Secretary's  room,  that  eentle- 

pulled  as  if  for  life  or  death  when-  man,   who  was    engaged   wiu    the 

ever  he    came    into    their  vicinity,  editor   of    the    *  Bengal    Peon,'   ab- 

and    even    the     manager    of    the  ruptly  broke  off  tho  conversation, 

hotel  —  great    man     as    he    was —  and  stared  at  Captain  Jones  as  if 

bowed  with  an   appearance  of  po-  his  eyeballs  would  start  from  their 

Utencss    when    Captain    Jones    ap-  sockets.      In  the    next    apartment, 
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where  the  Under-Secretary,  a  small  say  to  you.  You  know  he  has  just 
young  gentleman  of  weak  eye-sight  returned  from  Pundrapore  ?  Well, 
and  bilious  temperament,  was  simi-  Via  going  now  to  Government 
larly  occupied  with  the  editor  of  House,  where  we  shall  meet  Sir 
the  *John  Bull,*  he  was  honoured  George.  You  may  as  well  come 
with  an  equal  share  of  attention,  along  with  me." 
Mr.  Waspbite  wiped  his  spectacles,  Jones  trembled  as  the  recollection* 
put  them  on,  and  said,  "  God  bless  of  the  fatal  day  at  Bustlepore,  when 
me  !  are  you  Captain  Jones,  the  his  awkwardness  had  imperilled  the 
Pundrapore  man  ?"  And  having  portly  paunch  of  the  Commander-in- 
received  an  affirmative  bow,  he  Chief,  flashed  across  his  mind ;  but 
again  said,  "  God  bless  me !"  and  duty  compels  the  soldier  up  to  the 
appeared  quite  struck  by  the  cir-  cannon's  mouth,  and  Jones  resigned 
cumstance.  At  the  next  door  stood  himself  with  a  sigh  to  the  prospect 
Sir  Rothie  himself,  shaking  hands  of  meeting  Sir  George  Blitzen. 
with  the  editor  of  the  *  Padrepore  He  was,  however,  spared  the  pain 
Monitor  and  Weekly  Evangelist,'  of  an  interview.  The  Commander- 
for  the  Foreign  Office  knew  well  in-Chief  had  already  entered  his 
the  value  of  cultivating  the  Exeter  carriage,  and  was  driving  off  as  Sir 
Hall  interest.  Though  Sir  Rothie  Rothie  and  Captain  Jones  came 
had  more  politeness  than  his  sub-  into  the  compound.  "  Hey,  Sir 
ordinates,  ho  too  seemed  to  share  George,  Sir  George!  this  is  Captain 
in  the  general  curiosity,  and  he  sub-  Jones,  the  new  Resident  of  Pundra- 
jected  Captain  Jones  to  a  critical  pore,  whom  you  wished  to  see  !" 
examination  as  he  conducted  him  cried  the  Foreign  Secretary ;  but  the 
into  his  office.  Chiefs  impatient  horses  would  not 

"  And   so  you're   the  new  Resi-  be  stayed.     Sir  George  put  his  head 

dent  of  Pundrapore,  are  you,  hey  ?"  out  of  the  carriage  and  threw  a  pene- 

said  Sir  Rothie,  as  he  seated  him-  trating  glance  in  the  direction  of  our 

self  at  his  desk  ;    "  I  suppose  you  hero.     "  All  right,"  he  cried ;  "  I  am 

did    not    expect    such    promotion,  off   to  Barrackpore  to  inspect   the 

eh  ?"  station.     Ugly  as  ever.  Springer,"  he 

"  I  did  not,  sir  ;  but  I  assure  you  muttered  to  his  aide-de-camp  ;  "  he 

I    am   very  grateful    for    it,"    said  is  just  the  man  I  wanted ;"  and  his 

Jones,   modestly ;    "  and  I  hope   T  Excellency  was  whirled  away,  leav- 

shall  prove  to  Government  that  its  ing  Jones  and  Sir  Rothie  standing 

confidence  has  not  been  misplaced,  on  the  steps  of  Government  Hovise. 
May  I  ask  to  whom  I  am  indebted        "It's  all  right,  I   suppose,"  said 

for  my  good  fortune  ?"  Sir  Rothie ;  "  if  he  had  had  anything 

"  Oh,  to  nobody  in  particular,  particular  to  say  to  you  I  daresay 
The  Government  of  Bengal  always  ho  would  have  said  it.  I  suppose 
knows  where  to  lay  its  fingers  upon  he  just  wanted  to  congratulate  you. 
the  right  man.  And  now  for  your  Good-bye,  Captain  Jones.  I  hope 
instructions — here  they  are.  And  you'll  have  a  pleasant  time  of  it. 
Captain  Jones,  if  I  were  you,  I  Take  care  and  don't  be  fascinated 
would  follow  Mr.  Harcourt's  advice  by  the  Begum ;"  and  Sir  Rothie 
as  much  as  possible.  He  has  been  disappeared  within  the  penetralia  of 
long  in  the  Residency,  and  knows  Government  House, 
its  ways.  I  shan't  detain  you  The  Calcutta  journals  next  morn- 
longer  ;  but  stay,  I  think  the  Com-  ing  had  each  a  leader  upon  the  Pun- 
mandcr-in-Chief    had  something   to  drapore    Residency.       The     *  John 
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Buir  Sciid  that  the  time  had  come  Monitor*  said  the  others  were  all 
when  the  British  public  must  de-  wrong,  and  that  there  were  special 
mand,  by  its  representatives,  an  reasons  for  Captain  Joneses  appoint- 
im partial  review  of  the  exercise  of  ment — reasons  which  could  not  at 
the  Governor  -  General's  patronage,  the  present  moment  be  laid  with 
"  When  we  see  the  public  interest  propriety  before  the  public ;  and  so 
sacrificed  to  private  considerations,  people  began  to  think  that  Jones 
and  nameless  and  unknown  men  must  be  somebody  after  all,  for  the 
promoted  to  positions  which  they  *Padrepore  Monitor*  was  supposed 
are  perfectly  unqualified  to  fill,  it  is  to  have  good  information  about 
the  duty  of  a  free  and  conscientious  what  went  on  in  the  back  staircases 
press  to  demand  that  the  axe  should  of  Government  House, 
be  laid  to  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and  Captain  Jones  went  away  from  Cal- 
that  such  abuses  as  we  have  re-  cutta  with  his  good  opinion  of  his  own 
cently  seen  in  the  case  of  the  Pun-  capacity  very  much  strengthened, 
drapore  Residency,  should  be  ren-  He  had  come  to  look  upon  himself  as 
dered  impossible  in  the  future.  The  an  embryo  Malcolm,  and  he  dreamed 
claims  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  already  of  missions  to  Persia  and  to 
Robinson,  Political  Agent  at  the  Cabul,  of  the  Foreign  Secretaryship, 
Court  of  Chotasahebpore,  are  too  and  of  a  seat  in  Council,  with  per- 
conspicuous  to  require  that  public  haps  the  government  of  one  of  the 
attention  should  be  directed  to  the  minor  Presidencies.  Who  know  ? 
gross  injustice  which  has  been  sus-  Such  things  had  been,  and  his  foot 
tained  by  that  gallant  officer  ;  but  was  now  upon  the  first  step  of  the 
in  another  quarter  the  Government  ladder.  At  the  dale  bungalows  on 
that  has  offered  so  flagrant  an  insult  the  road  to  Pundrapore  he  utilised 
to  a  meritorious  servant,  and  that  the  stoppages  for  the  composition  of 
has  thus  hurled  defiance  at  public  a  new  series  of  epitaphs,  in  which 
opinion,  will  infallibly  be  called  to  he  provided  for  all  the  possible  con- 
account"  The  *Peon'  was  more  tingencies  of  his  future  career,  from 
mild,  and  expressed  a  doubtful  hope  the  Pundrapore  Residency  to  the 
that  Captain  Jones  might  prove  government  of  Bombay.  A  statue  ia 
equal  to  his  responsible  position  ;  the  cathedral  of  Calcutta,  with  an 
but  feared  that  Mr.  Rattle,  the  Com-  inscription,  "  To  the  Memory  of 
mission  of  Saugor  Island  and  the  Major  -  General  Sir  John  Jones, 
Lower  Sunderbunds,  was  the  only  Knight  Commander  of  the  Bath,  of 
official  who  could  have  saved  the  the  Order  of  the  Douraneo  Empire,. 
Pundrapore  State.  *'  We  have  it  of  the  Burmese  Tsalway,  &c.  &c, 
upon  excellent  authority  that  Cap-  Whose  brilliant  diplomatic  talents, 
tain  Jones's  appointment  has  been  For  so  many  years.  Shed  a  lustre 
made  under  pressure  from  the  Home  upon  the  Indian  Service,  And  se- 
authorities,  and  that  it  has  formed  cured  to  the  British  Possessions 
the  subject  of  a  dignified  protest  Peace  and  Uninterrupted  Security," 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  occupied  his  mind  during  the  most 
Bengal.  How  long,  we  ask,  are  the  of  the  long  and  wearisome  journey, 
hands  of  our  administrators  to  be  When  he  arrived  at  Pundrapore 
paralysed  by  the  ignorant  and  in-  he  found  his  predecessor  already 
terested  action  of  their  English  gone.  So  disgusted  was  Captain 
masters,  the  plutocracy  of  Leaden-  Grantley  at  Jones's  appointment, 
hall  Street,  the  Octogenarians  of  that  he  did  not  take  the  trouble  to 
Cannon    Row  ?"      The    *  Padreporo  make  over  the  office  to  him  in  per- 
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son,  but  hurried  off  to  Agra  to  have,  than  ever  immersed  in  political  in- 
as  he  said,  "a  fling"  before  settling  trigue.  There  were  daily  reports  of  a 
down  in  the  solitude  of  Kaifiabad.  rising  in  Lahore,  and  the  Begum  was 
**  Tell  the  fellow,"  he  had  said  to  only  waiting  for  the  Sikhs  to  take  the 
Mr.  Harcourt,  **that  he  will  find  it  field  to  proclaim  the  independence 
not  quite  so  easy  to  keep  the  peace  of  Pundrapore,  to  massacre  the  Eng- 
in  Pundrapore  as  to  smoke  cheroots  lish  in  the  Residency,  and  to  declare 
at  the  mess-table  of  the  Jungly-  herself  sole  ruler  of  the  State  during 
wallahs.  The  Government  has  the  rest  of  her  life.  The  great  ob- 
taken  away  the  only  man  who  could  staclo  to  the  Begum's  scheme  was 
have  held  down  disturbances,  and  Taptee  Rao,  the  minister  of  her  late 
the  consequences  be  at  its  own  husband,  who  still  nominally  held  the 
door.  Good-bye,  Ilarcourt,  and  oflSce  of  Vizier,  although  he  did  not 
God  send  you  a  good  deliverance  share  in  the  councils  of  his  mistress, 
from  Pundrapore ;  for  if  I  know  Taptee  was  a  shrewd  old  Brahmin, 
anything  about  the  place,  there  will  who  had  sense  enough  to  be  faithful 
soon  be  mischief  with  this  new  to  the  British  and  to  the  cause  of 
booby."  Mr.  Harcourt  thought  so  the  youthful  Nawab.  The  many 
too,  and  he  had  put  in  for  a  transfer  slights  which  the  Begum  had  heaped 
from  the  Political  to  the  Adminis-  upon  him,  and  the  contempt  with 
trative  Department  so  soon  as  he  which  his  advice  was  always  treated, 
had  heard  of  Captain  Jones's  ap-  had  sunk  deep  in  Taptee's  heart, 
pointment.  But  ho  received  his  and  he  was  eager  to  thwart  her  am- 
new  superior  with  formal  civility,  bitious  designs,  and  to  reveal  her 
and  did  his  best  to  instruct  him  in  plots  to  the  Foreign  Office.  But 
the  duties  of  the  office,  although  the  Begum  conducted  all  her  in- 
his  surprise  at  the  Government's  trigucs  through  her  favourite,  Faizul 
selection  continued  to  increase  as  Khan,  a  wily  and  truculent  Patau 
he  found  opportunities  for  gauging  who  commanded  the  Pundrapore 
Captain  Jones's  mental  abilities.  troops,  and  whose  detestation  of  the 
The  curiosity  regarding  the  new  pork-eating  English  and  dogs  of 
Resident  had  extended  even  to  Hindoos  had  raised  him  high  in  the 
Pundrapore.  Rumour,  which  is  good  graces  of  the  Regent.  Faizul, 
always  distorted  in  native  gossip,  it  was  said,  even  aspired  to  share 
had  described  the  new  Resident  as  the  Pundrapore  musnud,  if  the  Be- 
little better  than  a  pagul  or  fool,  gimi  were  once  at  liberty ;  and  it  is 
Fools,  they  said,  were  always  fortu-  certain  that  he  looked  with  no  fav- 
nate,  and  the  Big  Lord  Sahib  had  ourable  eyes  upon  her  intimacy  with 
read  in  the  stars  that  Pundrapore  Captain  Grantley.  The  Begum  had 
would  bo  given  over  to  the  British  a  difficult  task  to  conciliate  her  two 
by  the  greatest  fool  in  the  army ;  admirers,  but  she  managed  to  make 
and  so  Captain  Jones  had  been  sc-  tools  of  them  both,  and  sneered  at 
lected.  If  the  Begum  did  not  share  both  alike  when  their  backs  were 
in  the  general   belief,  she  at  least  turned. 

shared  in  the  general  curiosity,  and  A  grand  durbar  was  held  for  the 

waited  with  much  anxiety  for  the  reception    of     the    new    Resident, 

arrival  of  the  new  Political,  whose  shortly  after  Captain   Jones's  arri- 

mystcrious  appointment    she  could  val.     It  was  with  no  little  trepida- 

not  but  think  boded  no  good  to  the  tion  that  Jones  prepared  himself  for 

continuance  of    her  authority.     At  the  ceremony.     He  had  never  been 

this   time  her  Highness   was  more  a  Maecenas  to  military  tailors,  but 
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his  position     now    demandod    that    my  directions :    to  bo  coldly   corn- 
some  attention  should  be    paid   to    plaisant  to  the  Begum,  to  be  parti- 
costume,    and   a  number   of    boxes    cularly   civil    and    gracious    to    old 
from     Harman's    had    accompanied    Taptee  Rao,  and  to  put  on  as  sulky 
him  to  Pundrapore.     When  he  had    a  frown  as  you  can  whenever  you 
equipped  himself  in  full  'diplomatic    look   in   the  direction   of   that  con- 
uniform,  he  stood  waiting  for  Mr.    founded  Boor  Faizul  Khan." 
Ilarcourt,    nervously  handling    his        **  I  suppose  I  had  better  do  some- 
cocked-hat,   and  wishhig    that    the    thing,   too,    about    seeing  the    boy 
durbar  was    well    over.      Harcourt    Nawab.     Sir  Rothie,  in  his  instruc- 
came  in  smoking  a  cigar,  and  look-    tions,    lays  special    emphasis  upon 
ing  provokingly  cool.       "  Ililloa  I"    *  guarding  against  the  injurious  re- 
he  cncd  ;  "going  to  tame  the  Pun-    suits  of  maternal  fondness  and  fc- 
drapore  tigress  by  love  and  the  Ian-    male    indulgence.*      The  child,    of 
guage    of    flowers,    instead    of    Sir    course,  will  be  thoroughly   spoiled 
Rothie's  despatches.     I  declare  it's    by  his  doting  mother." 
quite  refreshing  to  see  a  new  Cal-        "  Ah,  well,  perhaps,"  rejoined  Mr. 
cutta  coat,  if  it  didnH  awaken  pain-    Harcourt,     doubtfully.        "Has     it 
ful    reminiscences  of  unpaid  bills,    never    occurred    to    you.    Captain 
Well,  shall  we   go  and  make  our    Jones,  that  by  Uhe  injurious  results 
salaams  to  the  Begum  ?  It's  a  deuced    of  maternal  fondness '    Sir    Rothie 
nuisance  in   such   a  hot  morning;    may  have  meant  such  mistakes  as 
and   I  hope  we  shall  get  away  as    giving  the  child  poison  for  sweet- 
soon  as  possible."  meats,  or  ^Tinging  his  neck  round 

"  Well,  really,  I  suppose  we  must  when  playing  with  him  in  her 
get  it  over,"  doubtfully  replied  the  arms  ?  Of  course  you  understand 
martyr  to  the  mysterious  policy  of  your  own  instructions  better  than 
(Joverrmcnt;  "but  you  see,  the  fact  I  do,  but  I  have  known  such  double 
is,  that  I'm  somewhat  new  to  tjiis  entcndres  often  conveyed  under  cover 
kind  of  work.'  I  never  was  but  at  of  a  diplomatic  phrase." 
one  levee  in  my  life  " — and  here  the  **  Good  heavens  !  you  are  surely 
ill-omened  recollection  of  his  ren-  not  in  earnest,  Harcourt  ?"  cried 
contrc  with  Sir  George  Blitzen  dart-  the  astonished  Resident  **  The 
ed  across  his  memory — "  Fm  rather  Begum  surely  cannot  bo  such  a 
afraid — that  is,  Pm  anxious  that —  fiend  as  harm  her  own  flesh  and 
that — well,  yes,  that  the  dignity  of    blood." 

the  British  CJovernment  should  be  "  You  see  there  is  flesh  and  blood 
properly  represented  upon  tliis  im-  and  flesh  and  blood,  and  the  B(^m 
portant  occasion."  cares   so    much   for   the  flesh  and 

Jones  looked  towards  his  subor-  blood  that  is  contained  within  her 
dinate  with  much  solemnity,  as  if  own  pretty  epidermis,  that  she 
he  would  have  Mr.  Harcourt  believe  has  but  little  affection  to  bestow 
that  his  mind  was  troubled  with  upon  external  animal  matter,"  said 
official  responsibility,  and  not  with  Mr.  Harcourt,  deliberately,  as  he 
a  nervous  dread  of  appearing  in  pub-  lazily  puffed  forth  smoke.  **  The 
lie.  But  Harcourt  was  too  astute  a  child  is  in  her  jvay,  and  if  it 
diplomatist  to  be  thus  imposed  upon,    were  not  for  the  Government  she 

**  Ah,  yes,  I  see,"  he  said,  casting  would  tlirottle  the  poor  chhohra 
a  keen  glance  at  the  Resident,  with  as  little  reluctance  as  she  would 
"  Well,  all  yon  have  got  to  do  is  to  order  that  big  brute,  Faizul  Khan, 
look  wise  and  ill-natured,  and  follow    to  knock  you  and  me  both  upon  the 
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head.      However,     let    her    do   her  tee  Rao  saw  this  byplay,  and  enjoyed 

worst,    and   I   am   very   much   mis-  the  discomfiture  of  his  rival,  making 

taken  if  she  do  not  find  that  F.  0.  a  mental  resolution  to  turn  the  inci- 

trumps  her  tricks  for  her."  dent  to  account. 

The  two  set  out  together  for  the  At  the  conclusion  of  the  Munshi*s 
durbar.  Captain  Jones's  equanimity  prelection,  Captain  Jones,  by  Mr. 
being  by  no  means  restored  by  Mr.  Harcourt's  direction,  placed  a  nvzzar, 
Harcourt's  comminications.  The  or  present  of  a  few  gold  coins,  in  the 
Resident  looked  admiringly  at  his  Begum's  hand,  who  muttered  some- 
companion,  envying  him  his  cool-  thing  in  Persian  of  her  respect  for 
ness ;  and  indeed  Mr.  Harcourt  the  British  Government,  and  her 
would  not  have  been  put  about  if  happiness  to  receive  the  distin- 
he  had  entered  the  presence  of  the  guished  Sahib  who  had  been  sent  to 
Great  Mogul  in  the  palmiest  days  of  shed  light  upon  her  cburt  by  his 
the  Delhi  empire.  He  sucked  at  presence.  The  Resident  read  a  few 
his  cigar  until  he  was  at  the  very  sentences  in  Persian  from  a  paper 
door  of  the  palace,  where  they  were  which  Mr.  Harcourt's  forethought 
received  with  great  ceremony  by  had  caused  to  be  pinned  to  the  inside 
Toptee  Rao  and  Faizul  Khan,  who  of  his  cocked -hat,  assuring  the 
marshalled  them  to  the  durbar  Princess  of  the  friendship  of  Govern- 
room.  Here  the  Begum,  a  shape-  ment,  and  guaranteeing  the  liberties 
less  mass  of  silks  and  embroidery,  and  independence  of  Pundrapore. 
showing  neither  features  nor  figure,  The  ceremony  was  then  virtually 
was  crouching  upon  a  mass  of  at  an  end,  as  the  attendants  served 
velvet  cushions.  The  oflBcers  made  the  company  with  attar  and  pan; 
their  salaams  and  took  their  seats,  and  then  ensued  that  awkward  pause 
while  the  Residency  Munshi  read  which  always  precedes  the  end  of 
over  Captain  Jones's  credentials  an  Indian  visit.  Captain  Jones 
in  Persian  -  for  the  edification  of  waited  for  the  Begum's  permission 
the  Princess.  Harcourt,  who  was  to  go,  and  the  Begum  was  on  thorns 
used  to  Oriental  fashions,  squatted  until  Captain  Jones  would  take  his 
cosily  among  his  cushions,  and  departure.  At  last  Harcourt's  winks 
began  to  stare  nonchalantly  about  and  nods  admonished  his  chief  to 
him.  Poor  Jones,  who  had  never  break  up  the  meeting,  and  he  asked 
sat  upon  anything  but  a  chair  or  her  Highness's  permission  to  depart,, 
a  regimental  saddle,  had  moch  ado  which  was  graciously  granted.  The 
to  arrange  his  long  legs  in  a  posi-  mass  of  silks  then  moved  from  the 
tion  at  once  easy  and  dignified;  room,  and  the  two  oflBcers  took 
and  he  shifted  about  painfully  all  their  departure,  attended  by  old 
the  time  the  Munshi  was  drawling  Taptee  Rao,  who  was  all  bows  and 
over  the  dispatch.  Faizul  Khan  smiles  for  the  new  Resident,  whose 
marked  his  awkwardness,  and  a  arrival,  he  declared,  "was  welcome 
sneer  which  he  scarcely  took  pains  as  a  rain  cloud  in  the  thirsty  month 
to     conceal     crossed     his    haughty  of  Jeth." 

face.      But  it   did    not    escape    the         ^'' Anglie^^     welcome    as    a     wet 

Resident,  whose  eyes  were  wander-  blanket,'.'   muttered    Harcourt,   sotto 

ing  uneasily  about  the  room  ;  and  toce ;  adding  aloud,    **  Here  comes 

remembering   Harcourt's   advice,    he  that      amiable     individual,      Faizul 

looked  at  Faizul  Khan  with  a  steady  Khan,   doing  his  visage    the  gross 

scowl  which  evidently  discomposed  injustice  of  trying  to  make  it  look 

the  Pundrapore  commandant.      Tap-  agreeable    and    benevolent ;     what. 
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can  be  in  the  wind  now  ?     *  0  grand-  singularly  fair  for  an  Oriental ;   her 

nianinia,  what  great  eyes  you   hare  features  were   small  and   delicately 

got ! '     *  The  better  to  see  you,  my  chiselled ;   and   her  eyes,    the   chief 

sweet  little  pet.'      Upon   which  of  criterion  of  a  native   beauty,    were 

us  little   Red   Riding  Hoods  would  large,  lustrous,  fawn-like,  and  shad- 

the  wolf  like  to  sup  V"  ed  by   exquisitely  -  pencilled  lashes. 

Faizul  Khan  heard  the  conclusion  Tiie  little  head  was  proudly  carried 

of  Mr.   Harcourt's  remarks  without  upon  a  lithe  and  shapely  neck,   and 

understanding    them    in    the    least,  her  hands  were  tiny  and  of  delicate 

although    he   was    well    acquainted  whiteness.      The  little   Nawab   had 

with     English.      "Captain     Sahib,'*  taken  after   his   father  rather   than 

he  said,    ''  her  Highness  has  sent  me  his    beautiful    mother,   for   his  face 

to  beg  that  you  will  allow  her  to  was  black  and  swarthy,  and  his  neck 

present  to  your  Honour  her  child,  thick  as   that  of  a  bull-calf.     Cap- 

the  young  Nawab.      Her   Highness  tain  Jones  stood  rapt  in  admiration 

awaiis  you  in  the  Deican-i-khas  of  of  the  Princess,  and  wondering  how 

the  palace."  it  was  possible  that  so  fair  a  crea- 

The     Deican  -  i  -  hJias,     or     public  ture  could   be  as  ruthless  as  Har- 

drawing-rooni,  was  a  large  bare-look-  court  had  represented  her.     Before 

ing  apartment.      Its  furniture   pre-  ho  could  acknowledge  her  presence, 

seated  a  curious  mixture  of  European  even    by  a   bow,    the    Begum    had 

■civilisation  with  Oriental  barbarism,  thrown   herself  at  the   feet  of    the 

Tcneercd  cane-bottomed  chairs  stood  astonished  olHcer,  and  held  up  her 

side  by  side  with  rich  velvet  couches,  hands  in  an  attitude  of  pathetic  8up- 

The  walls  were   hung  with   tawdry  plication. 

Parisian  prints  ot  questionable  deli-  *'0h  Sahib!"  she  cried,  "  Allah  has 

cacy,  interspersed  with  the  weapons  indeed  been  good  to  Pundrapore  in 

which   the    late  Nawab    had  borne  sending  you  here  to  protect  me  and 

whftu    he    rode    with    Holkar    and  my  helpless  child.      I  have  heard  so 

Ameer  Khan  ;  and  the  floor  was  bare,  much  of  your  honour  and    valour 

with  the  exception  of  a  patch  in  the  that  we  can  sleep  sound  under  your 

middle  covered    by  a  rich   Persian  protection.      Graciously   accept    me 

carpet  of  gaudy  colours.      Captain  and  my  son  as  the  humblest  of  your 

Jones   had  never  set  his  foot  in  a  slaves." 

Begum's  drawing-room  before,  and  The  Princess  spoke  English  well ; 
he  stood  wondering  at  the  curious  probably  her  intercourse  with  Cap- 
pictures  and  the  strange  furniture,  tain  Grantley  had  aided  her  to  ac- 
until  he  heard  a  rustle  behind  him,  quire  this  somewhat  unsuual  branch 
and  the  Begum  entered  carrying  her  of  an  Eastern  lady's  education. 
son   in  her  arms.      Her  figure,   no  *'  Madam,  I  mean  your  Highness, 

i'  ongcr  concealed  beneath  a  ma.ss  of  I  cannot  bear  to  see  you  in  this 
di-apery,  was  shown  to  its  full  ad-  posture,"  stammered  Jones,  who  de- 
vantage  by  the  simple  white  robe  voutly  wished  that  he  had  brought 
wound  gracefully  round  her  body;  Harcourt  with  him;  ** I  entreat  you 
and  a  chudder^  or  mantle  of  air}'  to  rise  and  be  seated.  You  may 
muslin — called  "running  water"  ever  command  my  services  in  any- 
from  the  fineness  of  its  texture —  thing  that  relates  to  yourself  or 
was  thrown  carelessly  over  her  head  your  territories,  so  far  as  consistd 
and  shoulders,  its  spotless  whiteness  with  my  duty  to  Government" 
setting  off  the  raven  lustre  of  her  He   took   the   Begum's   hand  and 

li  uxuriant  hair.      Her  face  was  fair —  led  her  to  a  scat     "  How  fortunate 
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I  am,  CaptaiQ  Sahib,  in  having  you  begging  permission  to  take  his  leave, 
sent  here  to  aid  me,  a  poor  weak  he  bowed  himself  out  of  the  room, 
woman,  in  ruling  this  troublesome  the  Princess  saluting  him  with  pro- 
country  1"  said  the  Begum,  turning  found  salaams,  and  casting  tender 
her  eyes  full  upon  Jones  with  a  look  glances  after  him  so  long  as  he  w6s 
of  soft  blandishment  "Lord  Blit-  in  sight  Scarcely  had  the  doors 
zen  Sahib,  when  at  Pundrapore,  closed  after  the  Resident,  when  the 
said  that  your  bravery  was  like  that  Begum  sprang  to  her  feet,  set  down 
of  Jamshid,  and  your  justice  re-  the  child  upon  the  floor  with  a 
nowncd  as  King  Naushirvan's.*'  bump  that  made  him  squall  lustily, 

"The    devil     ho    did,"    thought  and  ran  to  the  window  overlooking 

Jones.     "  It  was  very   good  of  Sir  the  countryard,  where  Captain  Jones 

George  to  say  so,  but  how  on  earth  was  already  getting  on  horseback, 

could  he  have  known  it  ?    He  must  "  Why  have  they  sent  that  father 

have  watched  my  career  very  close-  of  asses  here  ?"  she  muttered  in  her 

ly  to  have  such  an  intimate  know-  native    language,   her    little    hands 

ledge  of  me."  passionately  clenched,  and  her  eyes 

"I   have   many   enemie«.    Sahib,"  sparkling    with    rage.      "Can     ihe 

continued  the  Begum.     "They  wish  English  Sircar  have  meant  to  throw 

to  take  away  the  musnud  from  me  dirt  upon   me  by  sending    an  un- 

and  my  son,  and  they  tell  lies  of  us  known  fool  to  reside  at  my  court  ? 

to  the  Lord  Sahib  at  Calcutta.     How  Well,    well,    upon  their  own  heads 

can  I,  a  helpless  widow,  stand  up  be  the  issue.     I  shall  turn  their  in- 

against  the  words  of  the  Sahib  log  suit  to  my  own  advantage,  and  when 

(Englishmen)?    But  you  will  assist  the  time  comes  they  will  miss  Jones 

roe;    say  that  you  will  assist  me!  Sahib  less  than    a  better    officer." 

Oh  protector  of  the  poor,  lay  your  A   smile  of    diabolical    significance 

hand  upon  the  child^s  head  and  be  passed  over  the  Begum's  face  as  she 

a  father  to  him !"  said  this,  which  boded  no  good  to 

Captain  Jones,  though  much  dis-  the  officer  who  had  just  ridden  out 

concerted  by  the  idea  of  so  close  a  of  the  palace  courtyard, 

relationship,  did  as  he  was  request-  "  It  is  utterly  impossible  that  so 

od,  and  promised  that  he  would  do  lovely  a  woman   can  be  so  bad  as 

his   best  to  remove  any  misunder-  they  call  her,'*  soliloquised  Jones,  as 

standing  between  her  Highness  and  he  rode  through  the  bazaar  towards 

the  Government.     The  beauty  and  the  Residency.     **  Harcourt  must  be 

apparent  helplessness  of  the  Begum  mistaken,  and  I  should  not  be  sur- 

were  making  a  considerable  impres-  prised  if  that  old  villain  Taptee  Rao 

sion   upon    Jones's    heart,   and    he  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  slanders 

mentally  vowed  that  he   would  be  that  have  been  raised  upon  her  High- 

her  devoted  knight  and  champion.  ness ;  however,  he  won't  deceive  mc. 

"  You    will  not  heed  what  Har-  Who  on  earth   could  have  believed 

court  Sahib  may  say  to  you.     He  is  that  old  Blitzen  would  have  given 

deceived    by  Taptee    Rao,  my  late  me  such  a  good    character  to  the 

lord's   wicked   minister,   who  hates  Begum  ?    Though  rough  and  brusque 

me,  and  has  sworn  to  take  my  life,  in   his  manners,   Sir    George  is  an 

He  wishes    to    be    regent    himself,  officer  of    great  penetraiio*— of  re- 

But  now    I    may   rely   upon    your  markable   penetration,   in  fact — and 

honour  and  defy  him."  he  knows  the  service  from   head  to 

Jones  again  assured  her  Highness  tail,  else  he  could  not  have  known 

of  his  disposition  to  assist  her ;  and  that  I  was  the  right  man  for  Pun- 
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drapore.  I  think  I  ought  to  write  Springer !"  he  cried,  tossing  over  the 
and  thank  him  for  his  good  opinion."  letter  to  his  secretary.  "  The  infer- 
And  Captain  Jones  did  write  a  nal  jade  has  got  that  damned  booby 
most  grateful  letter  to  Sir  George  in  her  toils  already.  I  never  said  a 
Blitzen,  in  which  he  returned  his  word  about  him.  However,  it*8  all 
humble  thanks  for  the  favourable  right.  Just  give  a  hint  to  the 
opinion  his  Excellency  had  expres-  Quartermaster-General  to  sec  that 
sed  of  him  to  the  Begum,  and  con-  the  Pundrapore  routes  are  correctly 
eluded  by  saying  that  he  should  laid  down  in  the  road-book,  for  if 
ever  strive  to  perform  his  duty  so  as  troops  aren't  wanted  there  before  Uie 
to  merit  the  continuance  of  his  Ex-  ehota  hurmt  (early  rains),  my  name 
cellency's  approbation.  isn't  George  Blitzen."  And  the  gal- 
Sir  George  read  this  epistle  with  lant  warrior  expressed  his  satisfac- 
a  puzzled  look,  and  then  after  a  tion  at  the  posture  of  alTairs  by  a 
minute's  reflection  burst  forth  into  volley  of  oaths  which  need  not  be 
a  prolonged    whistle.      "See    here,  reproduced  here. 


in. 

Sir  George  Blitzen   proved,  how-  would  be  most  likely  to  give  us  a 

cvur,  a  false  prophet,  for  time  passed  tip  upon  the  event." 
on  and  no  disturbance  occurred  in        But  even  Mr,  Ilarcourt's  scepticism 

the     Pundrapore     territories.      No  was   somewhat  staggered  when  the 

event  had  yet  transpired  to  put  the  Begum  one  day  placed  in  the  hands 

Resident  upon  his  mettle,  and,  for-  of  the  Resident  a  proposal    which 

tunately  for  himself^  his  intercourse  had  been  made  to  her  by  the  Rajah 

with  the  Begum  had  not  passed  the  of    Thagabad,   a    petty     princeling 

bounds  of  diplomatic  routine.     Her  whose  lands  abutted  on  the  Pundra- 

Highness  professed   the  utmost  re-  pore   territory.     The  Rajah  had  of- 

spect  for  Captain  Jones's   opinion,  fered  his  services  to  the  Pundrapore 

and  consulted  him  upon  everything  State  in  case  of  a  rising  against  the 

in  which  she  was  not  seriously  inte-  British,  and  pledged  himself  to  bring 

rested.     Jones   soon  began  to  take  five  hundred  men   to  the  Begum*s 

great  credit  to  himself  for  the  change  banner,   provided  a  grant  of  lands 

he  had  produced  in  the  Begum,  and  which  his  family  had  formerly  en- 

to  boast  that  by  a  little  judicious  joyed    in    her    Highnesses  territonr 

diplomacy  he  had  transformed  Pun-  were  again    confirmed    to  him.     It 

drapore  from  a  hotbed   of  sedition  was,   after  all,  a  cheap   demonstra- . 

into  one  of  the  most  loyal  States  in  tion  of   loyalty  upon  the  Begum*8 

India.  part,   for  she  knew  well  that    the 

*^  Wait  a    bit,"    said    Harcourt ;  Rajah  could  not  put  fifty  men  in  the 

"don't  halloo  until  you're  out  of  the  field.    She  had  not  forgotten,  either, 

jungle.     I  like  this  quietness  worse  that  in  a  recent  dispute  about  the 

than  her  old  tantrums.     Although  I  marches,  the  Rajah  had  designated 

don't  R^  her  cards,   I'll  give  you  her  by  a  name  unpleasant  to  the 

twenty  to  one  in  gold  mohurs  that  ears  of  women ;  and  lastly,  she  held 

she  is  up  to  some  preciously  deep  at  that  very  moment,  under  the  sig- 

mischief  all  this  time.     It's  a  pity  nature  and  seal  of  the  Lion  of  the 

that  you  aren't  friends  with  Taptee  Punjab,  a  grant  of  the  Rajah's  own 

Rao  nowadays,  for  he  is  the  man  that  lands  and  principality.     So  the  Ra- 
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jah  was  relieved  of  the  care  of  his  Jones  turned  languidly  away  to  the 
property,  and  requested  to  reside  in  editorial  columns,  where  a  leader 
the  holy  city  of  Benares,  while  the  announced  that  the  Punjab  was  in 
Begum  received  a  letter  of  thanks  a  state  bordering  upon  insurrection, 
for  her  loyalty  written  by  the  Gov-  and  called  upon  the  Government  to 
ernor-General's  own  hand.  Her  High-  take  immediate  steps  for  insuring 
ness  gave  a  malicious  little  laugh  as  the  safety  of  the  country, 
she  crumpled  up  his  lordship's  letter.  It  was  too  true.  The  old  Lion 
and  read  the  punishment  which  had  of  Lahore  had  been  gathered  to  his 
befallen  her  enemy  of  Thagabad ;  fathers,  and  his  sons  and  grandson, 
but  she  professed  herself  to  Captain  who  inherited  neither  his  valour 
Jones  to  be  overjoyed  beyond  meas-  nor  his  prudence,  rapidly  followed 
ure  at  the  honour  which  his  Excel-  him  ;  until  the  sceptre  of  the  Khalsa 
lency  had  done  her.  came  at  last  into  the  boyish  hands 
Captain  Jones  sat  upon  his  veran-  of  Dhuleep  Singh,  the  last  prince 
dah  on  a  hot  September  evening,  of  the  Punjab.  His  mother,  who 
smoking  a  cheroot  and  reading  a  now  became  the  animating  spirit  of 
Calcutta  newspaper.  Harcourt  was  the  Lahore  Court,  entertained  a 
away  upon  privilege  leave,  playing  bitter  hatred  towards  the  British ; 
havoc  among  tigers  in  Dehra  Dhoon,  and  she  was  at  this  time  the  centre 
or  flirting  with  the  languid  belles  of  of  a  widely-spread  conspiracy,  which 
Landour  and  Mussoorie.  There  was  had  for  its  object  the  expulsion  of 
not  much  news  in  the  Calcutta  jour-  the  English  forces  from  at  least  the 
nal.  He  read  of  a  horrid  murder  in  upper  provinces  of  Hindostan.  Of 
Lall  Bazaar,  and  how  the  police  had  this  conspiracy  the  Pundrapore  Be- 
failed  to  find  the  perpetrator.  There  gum  was  a  most  active  member, 
was  a  column  and  a  half  of  a  lectiu*e  and  constant  communication  was 
upon  "Female  Education"  by  Baboo  kept  up  between  the  two  durbars. 
Bunkum  Chunder  Chintamony,  And  upon  this  very  evening,  while 
whoso  own  wives  and  daughters  Captain  Jones  was  quietly  smoking 
could  not  have  read  their  ha  Ma,  ga  his  cheroot,  her  Highness  was  read- 
gha  (the  Bengalee  alphabet),  to  have  ing  the  following  missive,  which  a 
saved  them  from  the  burning  ghat  Sikh  soldier,  disguised  as  a  mendi- 
And  there  was  another  address  upon  cant,  had  just  brought  her : — 
"  Pure  Theism,  the  only  True  Reli-  **  To  the  beautiful  among  women, 
gion,^'  delivered  before  the  Cossit-  excelling  in  wisdom,  and  of  manlike 
ollah  Literary  Association  by  Baboo  courage,  Murwarid,  Begum  of  Pun- 
Jotendro  Chum  Chatterjee,  who,  a  drapore, — Receive  our  wishes  for 
few  days  before,  had  given  a  thou-  your  prosperity,  and  know  that  all 
sand  rupees  to  buy  new  ornaments  our  preparations  are  made  for  cross- 
for  the  family  idol  at  Guddhapore.  ing  the  river,  and  the  thirst  of  the 
There  was,  of  course,  an  account  of  Khalsa  can  only  be  sloked  by  a 
another  squabble  among  the  justices,  deep  draught  of  English  blood, 
in  which  Commissioner  Bacon,  the  You  are  entreated,  when  this  reaches 
chairman,  had  received  the  lie  direct  you,  to  take  the  field.  What  need 
from  Mr.  Benediction  Williams,  and  of  more  ?  Prayers  for  the  prosperity 
had  retorted  by  calling  his  opponent  of  the  reign.  The  communication 
"a  beggar  on  horseback;"  but  it  of  the  lowly  slave,  GuUoo,  Maha- 
had  with  some  diflSculty  been  ad-  ranee  of  Lahore." 
justed  without  the  intervention  of  The  Begum  well  knew  the  mean- 
fisticuffs.     This  was  no  novelty,  and  ing  of  this  missive,  which  was  writ- 
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ten  in  a  cipher  intelligible  only  to  sage  was  brought  from  the  Begum, 
the  conspirators.  All  their  plans  begging  his  instant  attendance,  upon 
had  been  arranged  beforehand,  and  a  matter  of  importance.  "  What 
now  the  signal  of  insurrection  was  on  earth  does  she  want,  I  wonder  ?" 
given.  Impatient  as  the  Begum  growled  Jones,  reluctantly  fastening 
had  been  for  revolt,  she  felt  a  his  belt,  and  taking  up  his  helmet 
hesitation  to  engage  with  the  para-  and  sword ;  "nothing  that  wouldnH 
mount  power  now  that  the  time  have  kept  until  to-morrow,  I  fancy, 
had  arrived,  and  an  ominous  distrust  Perhaps  the  little  Nawab  has  got 
of  the  issue.  But  it  was  too  late  to  a  colic  from  eating  too  many 
draw  back.  Lall  Singh  was  by  this  mangoes  ;  or  some  zemindar  has  re- 
time advancing  upon  the  Sutledge,  fused  to  pay  his  rent,  and  the  Bo- 
und the  success  of  his  forces  must  gum  wants  my  sanction  to  send  a 
depend  in  a  great  measure  upon  her  lot  of  troopers  to  recover  the  arrears, 
co-operation.  Wonderfully  simple    and  beautiful 

The  B^um  was  for  many  hours  is  the  law  of  distraint  here  in  Pun- 
closeted  with    Faizul    Khan  and  a  drapore." 

few  of  the  most  trusted  officers  of  And  so  Jones,  attended  only  by 
the  Court.  In  a  short  time  mes-  a  single  orderly,  walked  briskly  to 
scngers  were  getting  to  horse,  and  to  the  palace,  and  was  shown  up  into 
galloping  over  the  territory,  com-  a  room  that  had  been  the  duftur 
manding  the  attendance  of  all  the  Tchuna^  or  business-room  of  the  late 
Mohammedan  chieftains,  with  their  Nawab.  The  Begum  had  not  yet 
vassals.  There  was  a  considerable  made  her  appearance,  but  the  little 
force  always  kept  under  arms  within  Prince,  who  had  taken  a  great  fancy 
the  State,  upon  pretence  that  troops  for  Jones,  came  running  into  the 
were  necessary  to  repress  the  haughty  room  and  clasped  him  by  the  knees. 
Rajpoot  landholders,  who  could  but  "  Tulwar  do  hum  ko,  Capitan 
ill  brook  Mussulman  rule.  Of  this  Sahib "  (Give  me  your  sword.  Cap- 
force  both  the  Resident  and  Govern-  tain),  cried  the  child ;  and  the  boy 
ment  were  perfectly  aware ;  but  be-  was  soon  astride  of  the  Captain's 
yond  keeping  a  keen  eye  upon  its  long  cavalry  sword,  and  galloping 
movements  they  did  not  interfere  wildly  about  the  room, 
further.  A  small  British  force  was  While  Jones  stood  watching  the 
stationed  at  Malariabad,  near  the  child's  gambols,  Faizul  Khan,  with 
Pundrapore  frontier,  where  such  of  half-a-dozen  Patau  troopers,  came 
the  officers  as  were  not  suffering  suddenly  behind,  and  threw  them- 
from  the  climate  of  that  salubrious  selves  upon  him.  An  unequal 
station  dispensed  a  lavish  hospi-  struggle  took  place,  and  in  a  few 
tality,  and  organised  monster  sport-  minutes  the  Resident  was  lying  on 
ing  excursions  into  the  thick  Pun-  the  ground,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
drapore  jungles ;  and  over  the  move-  while  Faizul  Khan  stood  over  him, 
mcnts  of  the  Malariabad  garrison  with  a  drawn  sabre  pointed  at  his 
the  Resident  had  a  discretionary  breast,  threatening  to  slay  him  if 
I>ower,  should  circumstances  render  he  uttered  a  single  word, 
their  services  necessary  to  him.  "  Mat  maro  Capitan  Sahih^  mat 

Captain    Jones    had    despatched  maro  P*    (Don't    beat    the  Captain, 

his    dinner,    and  was    sitting  with  don't    beat    him),    cried    the    little 

open  jacket  and  unbuckled  waist-  Nawab,  as,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 

belt  over  a  cheroot  and  a  glass  of  he    dragged    the    Resident's    sword 

iced  brandy-and-soda,  when  a  mes-  towards  Faizul  Khan,  and  endeav- 
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cured  to  strike  down   the  Patan  s  dent.     Her    delicate    features,    dis- 

sabre.  torted  by  passion,  and  her  flashing 

"  Take  away  the  boy,"  cried  Faizul  eyes,  now  showed  how  well  she 
Khan,  hoarsely,  "  and  secure  the  merited  the  title  of  Tigress  of  Pun- 
doors  and  windows.  Place  a  sentry  drapore.  She  carried  a  naked  dagger 
at  each  door,  and  let  them  stab  the  in  one  hand,  and  a  sheet  of  paper  in 
prisoner    if    he    speaks    above    his  the  other. 

breath.      Make     ready     my    horse        "You  are  in  my  power,  Captain 

there,"  he  cried,  as  he  clanked  out  Sahib,"  she  said  coldly  ;  "  listen  now 

of  the  room.  to  what  I   have  to  say.     In  a  few 

Jones  was  ndw  left  alone,  lying  weeks  the  chiefs  and  princes  of  Hin- 
upon  the  floor,  and  the  doors  were  dostan  will  have  beaten  the  British 
locked  upon  the  outside.  He  was  beyond  the  Carumnassa,  and  not  an 
stupefied  by  the  turn  affairs  had  Englishman  will  be  left  in  the  upper 
taken,*  and  his  mind  was  perfectly  provinces  except  as  a  prisoner.  I 
unable  to  suggest  any  cause  for  the  might  kill  you  just  now,  but  T  pre- 
attack  which  had  just  been  made  fer  to  spare  you ;  that  is,  provided 
upon  him.  Two  things  were,  how-  you  will  purchase  your  life  by  obey- 
ever,  apparent :  that  his  life  was  in  ing  my  commands." 
serious  danger,  and  that  there  was  **  My  life  is  in  your  hands,  and 
a  political  disturbance  about  to  take  you  may  do  with  it  as  you  please," 
place.  But  the  Begum  !  what  of  said  Jones,  raising  himself  on  his 
her  ?  Had  he  been  seized  by  her  elbow,  and  looking  the  Begum 
consent,  or  was  Faizul  Khan  the  boldly  in  the  face;  ** but  never  will 
leader  of  the  insurrection,  and  the  I  consent  to  purchase  it  at  the  ex- 
Princess  herself  also  a  prisoner?  pense  of  either  duty  or  honour.  T 
So  sudden  had  been  the  outbreak  warn  your  highness  of  the  danger- 
that  he  could  scarcely  convince  ous  game  you  are  playing — a  game 
himself  of  its  reality.  It  must  be  that  can  only  end  in  the  destruction 
the  aged  and  indigestible  fowl  that  of  yourself  and  your  principality ; 
he  had  eaten  at  dinner  three-quar-  for  the  British  power  is  like  the  ten 
ters  of  an  hour  before,  or  the  che-  heads  of  your  demon  Ravuna,  which 
roots,  or  the  brandy-pawnee ;  and  grow  on  again  as  fast  as  they  are 
it  would  all  pass  away  in  a  headache  cut  off." 

to-morrow  morning.  But  no ;  the  *^  I  came  not  here  to  ask  your  ad- 
cords  on  his  wrists  and  ankles  were  vice,'*  said  the  Begum,  haughtily, 
no  nightmare  phantasm,  and  the  **  but  to  give  you  my  orders.  Hero 
hard  floor  beneath  him  was  a  sen-  is  paper ;  on  that  table  are  pens  and 
sible  reality.  Brief  time  had,  how-  ink.  Write  to  the  commandant 
ever,  been  given  him  to  meditate  Sahib  at  Malariabad  to  draw  off 
upon  his  situation  when  the  Begum  big  troops  to  Agra, 
hastily  entered  the  room,  attended  division  there  which 
by  two  armed  Sirdars.  Her  High-  march  to  the  Punjab 
ness  seemed  to  have  undergone  a  Sikhs.  Do  this,  and 
complete  transformation  since  Jones  the  Koran  that  your  life  shall  be 
had  last  seen  her.  She  was  no  safe.  Refuse,  and  you  die  before 
longer  the  meek  and  humble  widow,  midnight" 

who  had  boasted  of  her  helplessness,        **  Never,"   said  poor  Jones,  with 

and   had   been   too  timorous  to   do  a  groan :  "  do  your  worst,  .but  I'll 

anything    upon    her  own  responsi-  never  disgrace  my  commission  by 

bility  without  consulting  the  Resi-  such  an  act." 
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**  Slave  I"  cried  the  Begum  in  a  smooth  pufiy  cheeks  of  old  Taptee 

fury  as  she  flashed  the  dagger  above  Rao     protruding    from    the    floor ; 

her  head,  "shall  I  have  to  torture  "write,  Sahib,   write,   and  trust  to 

you  into  obedience  ?     I  know  not  Taptee.     I  faithful  slave  of  Company 

what   prevents    me    from  plunging  Bahadoor.      I   shall    save  the  rcsU 

this    into    your    heart       Hearken,  dent  Sahib,   and  turn  the  plots  of 

Jones  Sahib  ;  it  is  your  last  chance,  the  Begum  uUa  pulta  (upside  down). 

I  give  you  half  an  hour  to  consider ;  She  very  clever  woman  the  Beguno^ 

and  if  you  refuse  on  my  return,   I  but  Taptee  Rao  very  more  clever, 

shall  put  you  to  death   with  such  Write,    Sahib,   and    give    me    your 

tortures  as  never    Englishman   yet  seal-ring." 

suffered.     Think  well   what  awaits  "Can    I    trust    him?"     thought 

you  before  you  make  up  your  mind."  Jones  ;  "  or  is  this  a  new  artifice  of 

So  the  Begum  and  her  attendants  tlie  Begum^s  ?  She  hates  him,  and 
left  the  room,  leaving  Jones  again  he  has  as  much  to  fear  as  I  have, 
to  his  solitary  thoughts.  They  were  It  is  a  forlorn-hope  to  grasp  at  it" 
far  from  pleasant  Death  stared  "  Quick,  Sahib,  quick !  Begum 
him  in  the  face,  for  he  would  never  come  bacK  directly.  Give  me  ring, 
save  himself  by  complying  with  the  and  I  send  for  Sepoys  to  Malariabad. 
Brum's  commands.  Though  by  no  I  offer  reward  to  aU  who  desert  the 
means  possessed  of  a  vigorous  intel-  Begum,  and  1  surround  the  palace 
lect,  Jones  had  plenty  of  courage,  before  daybreak,  and  take  the  Be* 
and  would  have  scorned  to  disgrace  gum  prisoner.  May  dogs  devour 
the  British  service.  He  tried  to  her!"  added  Taptee,  revenge  light- 
think  seriously  of  his  latter  end,  ing  up  his  generally  stolid  counte- 
but  his  thoughts  strayed  to  the  nance.  Jones  could  only  reply  by 
Begum,  to  the  rebellion  in  the  rolling  round,  and  turning  his  baclc, 
Punjab,  to  what  they  would  say  behind  which  his  hands  were  bound, 
at  Government  House  when  they  towards  Taptee.  The  minister  slip- 
heard  of  his  murder,  and  to  a  hun-  ped  off*  the  ring,  and  said,  "  Do  as 
dred  other  subjects  wholly  irrelo-  Begum  bids  you,  Sahib;  make  be- 
vant  to  the  dread  change  that  was  lieve  to  write.  I  tell  the  comnuind- 
approaching.  He  began  a  prayer,  ant  Sahib  all  beforehand.  I  come 
but  long  before,  he  had  got  to  the  back  directly ;  they  not  hurt  a  hair 
end  of  it,  he  found  himself  at  his  of  your  head.  Sahib:"  And  Taptee 
old  occupation  of  epitaph  -  making,  disappeared  with  a  reassuring  wink 
composing  an  inscription  for  a  mem-  towards  the  Resident  Five  min- 
orial  which  Government  would  erect  utes  after,  two  horsemen  had  started 
over  his  slaughtered  remains.  He  for  Malariabad^  a  distance  of  five- 
felt  he  could  almost  die  in  peace  if  and-twenty  miles,  carrying  intelli- 
he  might  leave  behind  him  a  suit-  gence  of  the  rebellion,  and  corn- 
able  design  for  a  monument;  but,  manding  the  instant  despatch  of  a 
alas  I  his  wrists  were  tied,  and  the  force  to  Pundrapore. 
hour  of  his  death  was  at  hand.  He  When  the  Begum  returned,  she 
rolled  over  upon  his  other  side,  and  found  Jones  sulkily  resigned  to  her 
again  attempted  to  compose  him-  wishes.  "  Will  you  write,  Jones 
self  for  prayer.  "  Ilist^  Sahib,"  was  Sahib  ?"  she  cried,  with  a  menacing 
whispered  close  beside  him  ;  and  rol-  flourish  of  her  dagger ;  "  or  will  you 
ling  round  again,  Jones  saw  by  the  try  the  fare  which  the  B^gum  of 
light  of  the  lamp  that  swung  from  Pundrapore  has  prepared  for  her 
the  ceiling,  the  round  bald  head  and  English  guest  ?" 
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*'  I  take  these  men  to  witness/*  A  piece  of  matting  began  to  heave, 

said  Jones  in  Hindustanee,  avoiding  a  portion  of  the  floor  was  cautiously 

a  direct  answer,  "that  I  act  under  raised,    and    Taptee    peered  warily 

compulsion  and  against  my  own  free  into  the  room. 

jjJL"  "  AU  right,  Sahib,"  he  whispered ; 

^^^  contemptuous  smile  curled  the  "soldiers  come  directly,  and  I  send 

^^Kum^s   lips.      "It  is  well,**    she  for  Doorga  Singh  with  three  hun- 

^PKi;    "life    is   sweet.      Loose    his  dred    horsemen,    all    Hindoos   who 

hands  and  give  him  the  pen  and  ink ;  faithful  to  Company^s  salt.     Malari- 

and  if  he  dares  to  make  the  slightest  abad  sepoys  be  hero  before  morning, 

struggle,  stab  him  to  the  heart**  and  then  the  Begum's  raj  is  done, 

Jones,  with  a  sheet  of  paper  upon  gone,  finished.** 

his  knee,  wrote  a  formal  order  to  Nothing  but  the  close  proximity 

the  colonel  commanding  at  Malari-  of    the    sentries,   and  their  critical 

abad,  directing  him  to  join  his  divi-  position,  could  have  prevented  Tap- 

sion  at  Agra  with  all  the  garrison,  tee    from    relieving    his    exuberant 

in   consequence  of  an   outbreak  in  feelings  by  a  triumphant  dance  over 

the  Punjab,  of  which  he,  the  Resi-  the    approaching    downfall    of    his 

dent,  had  just  received  information  enemy.   He  drew  himself  up  through 

from   Government.     When  he   had  the  aperture,   and,    taking  a  knife 

finished,  the  Begum  took  the  letter  from  his  girdle,   severed  the  cords 

and  narrowly  examined  it,  as  if  she  that  confined  the  Resident.     "  You 

would  convince  herself  that  no  pri-  must  go  from  palace.    Sahib,**    he 

vate  communication  had  been  con-  said;    "go  along  Malariabad  road, 

veycd  under  cover  of    the    official  and  stay  in  old  pagoda  till  I  come.** 

message.  Jones  went  first  through  the  trap- 

"Good,  Sahib,**  she  said;  "for  the  door  into  the    room    beneath,    and 

present  your  life  is  spared,  but  if  Taptee  followed,  carefully  arranging 

within  two  hours  after  he  receives  the  flooring  and  mats  so  that  the 

this    the    commandant    Sahib   does  secret  of  the  Resident*s  escape  might 

not  march  for  Agra,  I  shall  have  remain  a  mystery.    They  found  them- 

you  blown  from  the  biggest  gun  in  selves  in  Taptee' s  private  room,  and 

Pundrapore.**  the  trap-door  may  perhaps  serve  to 

The     attendants     again     bound  explain  the  extraordinary  acquaint- 

Joncs's  hands  and  left  him,   secur-  ance  which  the  minister  possessed 

ing,  the  doors  and  placing  sentries  with  all  his  late  master's  secrets, 

on   the  outside  as  before.     "  After  Taptee  gave  Jones  a  sabre  and 

all,  then,  it  is  only  a  brief  reprieve,**  pistols,   and  letting  him  out  by  a 

thought    Jones,    "for    she   will  of  private  gate,    directed  him    to    the 

course  come  down  on  me  as  soon  as  pagoda  where  the  Resident  was  to 

she  hears  that  the  troops  are  march-  wait  for  his  arrival, 

ing  to  attack  her.     Heavens!  what  A  grand  council  had  been  sum- 

a  booby  I  have  been  to  allow  myself  moned  for  one  o* clock  in  the  palace 

to  be  deceived  by  that  woman,**  hall,  in  which   the  Begum   was  to 

Jones  lay  keeping  his  eyes  anx-  declare  her  intention  of  joining  the 

iously  fixed  upon  the  spot   where  Sikhs,  and  the  nobles  were  to  pro- 

Taptee  Rao  had  formerly  appeared,  claim  her  sole  ruler  of  Pundrapore 

A    vision    of    angels    or    cherubim  during  her  lifetime.     Her  Highness 

would  have  been   less  welcome  at  had  been  closeted  with  Faizul  Khan 

that  moment  than  Taptee*s  bullet-  and  other  sirdars,  devising  ways  and 

head.      lie  had   not  long  to  wait,  means  for  equipping  a  large*  force 
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which  was  to  be  instantly  despatch-  sidling  forward  with  a  bland  visage, 
ed  to  the  Lahore  army.  The  point  "  Asylum  of  the  Universe  and  Pro- 
of greatest  importance  that  still  rc-  tector  of  the  Poor,  if  my  humble 
maincd  to  he  settled  was  the  fidelity  services  can  in  any  wise  be  accep- 
of  Taptce  Uao.  Faizul  Khan,  table,  deign  to  cast  thine  au 
who  wanted  his  place,  volunteered  eyes  with  favour  upon  the  humb 
to  murder  him  without  further  of  thy  slaves." 
delay;  but  the  Begum  knew  the  "I  commend  your  fidelity," 
influence  which  the  minister  pos-  the  Begum.  "Retain  your  present 
scssed  among  the  Hindoo  chiefs  and  post  in  our  court,  and  when  the 
Brahmins  of  Pundrapore,  and  re-  British  are  driven  from  the  country, 
solved  if  possible  to  obtain  his  we  shall  find  some  means  of  reward- 
assistance.     Taptee  entered  the  hall  ing  you !" 

where  several   chiefs  were  already  Taptee  clasped  his  hands  in  an 

assembled,   with  a  face  of  smiling  ecstasy  of  gratitude.    "  Most  mighty 

innocence,  making  careless  inquiries  sovereign,"  he  said,  "if  your  slave 

why   the    council    had    been    sum-  might    bo   permitted    to  speak,    he 

moned.     His  jocular  manner  formed  would  say  that  in  three  hours  ho 

a   singular  contrast  to  the  anxious  will    bring    his    kinsman,     Doorga 

and  restless  demeanour  of  the  other  Singh,  with  three  hundred  troopers, 

councillors,   who    stared  aghast    at  to  your  Highnesses  standard." 

Taptee* s  reckless    appearance,    and  The  Begum  uttered  an   exclama- 

turned  away  impatiently  from  his  tion  of  joy.     Doorga  Singh  was  a 

broad  jokes.      At  last  the  Begum  haughty  Hindoo  noble  with  whom 

entered  the  hall,  attended  by  Faizul  she  had  been  long  at  feud,  and  she 

Khan   and   half-a-score  of  Sirdars,  had  never  dared  to  expect  assistance 

Without  preface  her  Highness  ex-  from  him. 

plained  the  state  of  aflfairs,  and  "Taptee  Rao,"  she  cried,  "the 
eloquently  urged  the  nobles  to  take  raj  of  Thagabad  is  yours  from  this 
up  arms  for  their  country  and  for  day,  for  the  Lahore  durbar  has 
religion.  She  had,  she  said,  at  the  gifted  it  to  me.  Continue  as  you 
earnest  request  of  her  subjects,  con-  havo  begun,  and  your  reward  shall 
scntcd  to  rule  over  them  so  long  as  be  great  beyond  your  conception." 
she  lived ;  and  she  now  begged  the  Faizul  Khan  ground  his  teeth 
council  to  show  its  confidence  by  and  muttered  an  oath,  while  Taptee 
committing  to  hor  the  sole  direc-  again  prostrated  himself  before  the 
tion  of  the  expedition  which  was  Begiun,  overpowered  by  his  grateful 
to  be  sent  to  the  Punjab.  Loud  cries  feelings.  The  wily  Princess  had  not 
of  "i>/;i/  dinP^  (for  the  Faith,  for  abated  any  of  her  hatred  to  the 
the  Faith)  showed  that  the  enthu-  minister,  but  she  knew  how  import- 
siasm  of  the  Mohammedan  chiefs  ant  it  was  at  so  critical  a  period  to 
had  been  aroused;  and  the  Begum,  appear  generous  and  conciliatory  to 
smiling  graciously,  continued,  "But  her  Hindoo  subjects.  Taptee  begged 
first  wo  must  know  who  are  our  her  Highness  to  allow  him  to  depart 
friends  and  who  our  foes.  Taptee  for  a  space  that  he  might  send  the 
Rao,  you  have  heard  our  proposals ;  necessary  instructions  to  his  kins- 
will  you,  who  have  eaten  our  bread  man,  Doorga  Singh ;  and  he  waddled 
and  our  salt,  turn  against  your  right-  out  of  the  room,  pausing  every  so- 
ful  ruler  and  take  part  with  the  in-  cond  to  invoke  a  blessing  upon  the 
fidel  English  against  your  country  ?"  head  of  his  benefactress,  and  a  i)rayer 
"Gracious  Queen!"  said  Taptee,  for  the  prosperity  of  her  reign. 
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As  soon  as  he  quitted  the  hall,  The  note  ran  thus,  after  the  usual 

Taptee  hurried  off  to  his  room,  and  compliments  : — 

hastily  concealing  a  small  bag  of  "The  Sirdar  Juwaher  Singh,  our 

precious  stones  beneath  his  clothes,  trusted   vizier,  has    been    slain    by 

and  catching  up  a  sword,  he  hurried  traitors  before  our  eyes.    The  *  drum 

off  to   the  old  pagoda  to  join  the  of  religion  Ms  for  the  present  silenced. 

Resident.     He  found  Captain  Jones  You  are  entreated  to  take  no  stops 

pacing  up  and  down  the  ruins  in  a  until    you    hear   further   from    us. 

fever  of  anxiety.    Every  few  minutes  May  the  hour  of  our  deliverance  be 

the  stillness  was  broken  by  the  clat-  at  hand. — Gulloo." 

ter  of  hoofs,  as  messengers  dashed  The  Begum,  as  she  read  the  letter, 

off  with  intelligence  of  the  revolt  drew  a  long  breath  and  looked  do\^Ti 

What  delayed  the  troops  from  Mala-  upon  the  scene  before  her.     There 

riabad  ?  surely  they  ought  to  have  they  were,  every  one  clamouring  for 

been  here  before   this  time.      But  battle;     the     nobles     with     drawn 

Malariabad    was    a    good   five -and-  swords   vaunting  their   bravery    or 

twenty  miles  off,  and  Taptee  Rao^s  disputing  for  precedence ;  Moulvies 

messenger  would  have  little  more  bustling  about  and  stimulating  the 

than  reached  the  cantonments.    He  doubtful  to  war  against  the  English 

felt    relieved    when    Taptee  joined  Kaffirs  ;  and  there  in  a  comer  stood 

him,    and  the  two    waited    in    the  Faizul  Khan,  surrounded  by  a  group 

ruins,    looking    out    anxiously    to-  of  chiefs,  with  whose  assistance  he 

wards  the  palace,  where  lights  flit-  was  laying  down  a  plan  of  the  mor- 

ting  about  from  window  to  window  row^s  march.     And  now  the  game 

told  of  the  bustle  that  was  going  on  was  all  up.     She  had  cast  the  die, 

inside.  only  to  be  beaten  at  the  first  throw. 

The  council  was  not  yet  broken  What  was  to  be  done?  Should  she 
up.  The  Begum,  assisted  by  Faizul  at  once  tell  the  chiefs  whom  she 
Khan,  received  from  the  various  had  duped,  and  yield  herself  a  vic- 
chiefs  the  strength  of  the  forces  tim  to  their  fury,  or  wait  rather 
they  could  bring  to  the  Pundrapore  until  General  Linstock  came  to  carry 
standard,  and  by  bribes  and  lavish  her  off  as  a  prisoner  to  Benares  or 
promises  settled  rival  claims  to  com-  Chunar  ?  Then  there  was  the  Re- 
mand. Still  no  troops  had  arrived,  sident — ^what  was  to  be  done  with 
and  her  Highness  ever  cast  an  anxious  him?  Should  she  give  him  his 
look  towards  the  door  for  the  return  liberty,  and  make  him  an  intercessor 
of  Taptee  Rao  and  his  promised  for  her  with  the  Governor-General, 
auxiliaries.  The  Begum  started  as  or  slay  him  on  the  spot  as  an  atone- 
she  noticed  a  Sikh  sowar,  his  dust-  ment  to  her  baffled  ambition  ?  A 
coloured  uniform  bespattered  with  thought  struck  her;  why  should 
mud,  and  his  blue  turban  torn  by  not  she  escape  to  the  Punjab  with 
riding  through  the  jungles,  make  a  few  trusty  followers,  and  take 
his  way  into  the  hall,  and  with  with  her  the  Resident  as  an  offering 
little  ceremony  elbow  a  road  through  to  the  Sikh  chiefs  ?  He  would  at 
the  excited  crowd  of  Mohammedan  all  events  be  useful  as  a  hostage, 
chiefs,  who  were  boasting  loudly  of  "  Faizul  Khan,"  she  cried,  "  bring 
the  feats  which  they  were  to  per-  down  the  prisoner.  I  would  learn 
form  in  the  coming  campaign.  With  from  him  the  strength  of  the  gar- 
a  rough  salaam  he  handed  a  note  to  risons  between  this  and  Lahore." 
the  Begum  and  fell  back  among  Faizul  Khan  readily  departed,  de- 
the  throng.  lighted  at  the  opportunity  afforded 
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him  of  annoying  his  enemy  Captain  the  city.  Resistance  is  worse  than 
Jones.  Scarcely  had  he  left  the  madness.  Surrender,  your  High- 
hall  when  the  tramp  of  a  body  of  ness,  and  you,  chiefs  and  sirdars, 
horse  was  heard,  and  attendants  lay  down  your  arms,  and  be  as- 
camo  ruqning  to  announce  the  ar-  sured  that  all  possible  leniency 
rival  of  Doorga  Singh  and  his  will  be  shown  to  your  fault  by 
troopers.     The  Begum's  face  became  Government." 

yet  more  ashy  pale.     **  Fresh  vie-        Faizul  Khan  here  came  rushing 

tims,"    she   muttered ;    **  but    why  in  in  alarm.     "  Asylum  of  the  Uni- 

should    I    regret   them  ?    they   are  verse,"  he  cried,  **  the  prisoner " 

only    Hindoo    dogs.       Would    that  but  seeing  the  aspect  of  affairs,  he 

no  blood  of  the  Faithful  may  rest  drew  his  sword  and  sprang  upon 

upon  my  head.     Greet  the  leaders  the    Resident      Doorga    Singh    re- 

from  us,"  she  said  aloud,  "and  in-  ceived  the  Patau  upon  the  point  of 

vito  them  into  our  presence."  his   spear,   and    in   an    instant  the 

Doorga  Singh  came  in,  surrounded  wretched  man '  lay  writhing  in  the 
by  a  throng  of  Hindoo  chieftains,  death-struggle  at  the  foot  of  the 
He  was  a  tall  thin  Mahratta,  whoso  musnud.  A  melee  immediately  en- 
broad  shoulders  and  long  arms  indi-  sued.  Doorga  Singh,  shouting  the 
cated  great  personal  strength.  He  Mahratta  war-cry,  "i/wr,  hur  Met- 
was  armed  with  sword  and  shield,  iMdeo  P^  threw  away  his  spear,  and 
and  bore  the  long  Mahratta  spear  in  rushed  sword  in  hand  upon  the 
his  right  hand.  The  Mohammedan  Mohammedans.  Mahrattas  came 
chiefs  twirled  their  mustaches,  and  crowding  into  the  hall,  and,  wield- 
looked  with  scarcely  dissembled  ing  their  long  spears  over  the  heads 
disgust  upon  the  group  of  infidels  of  the  combatants,  galled  the  Mus- 
as  they  pushed  through  the  throng  sulmans,  and  made  them  an  easy 
to  the  Begum's  presence.  prey  to  those  with  whom  they  were 

No  reverence  did  Doorga  Singh  engaged.   The  Resident  stood  by  the 

make    to    her    Highness,    and    the  Begum  shouting  to  the  Mahrattas  to 

Begum  sat  pale  and  almost  shiver-  spare  all  who  laid  down  their  arms, 

ing,  waiting  for  an  explanation  of  but  his  words  were  unheeded  in  the 

his  strange  demeanour;   but  before  heat   of    the    conflict       In    a    few 

she  could  summon  courage  to  speak,  minutes  the  rebels  were  all   over- 

the    Hindoos    parted,  and   forward  powered  or  slain,  and  the  Pundra- 

stepped  the  Resident  with  Taptee  pore  rebellion  was  at  an  end.     As 

Rao  hard  at  his  heels.  for  the  Begum,   she   had  tried  to 

^^Khiydnat,  KkiydnatP^  (^^  Trench'  stab  herself  with  her  dagger,  but 

ery,  treachery  I")  shrieked   the  Be-  Jones  and  Taptee  had  snatched  it 

gum,   springing    from   her   seat    as  from  her  hand.     She  now  sat  look- 

the  truth  flashed  upon  her  mind,  ing  upon  the  scene,  like  a  tigress 

*^  Faizul    Khan,     Abdul     Ruhman,  that  has  been  disappointed  in  her 

down    with    these    Hindoo    dogs !  prey.      "  Take    me   away,    Captain 

slay    them    for    sons    of    burned  Sahib ;  take  me  away,"  was  all  that 

fathers!''  she  could  utter,  in  a  voice  so  husky 

"  Hold  I"    cried    Captain     Jones  as  to  be  almost  inaudible ;  and  away 

before    a    man    could    stir,    "  your  she  was  led,  Taptee  taking  care  that 

Highness  is  entirely  in  our  hands,  her  prison  should  be  more  secure 

and  resistance  is  useless.     The  pa-  than  the  one  she  had  provided  for 

lace  is  filled  with  Mahratta  troopers,  the  Resident 
and  a  large  British  force  is  close  to        Morning  was   beginning  to  glint 


1872.] 


The  Pundrapore  Residency, 


191 


through  the  hall  windows,  revealing  have  nearly  blown   every  horse  in 

Jones  upon  the  Pundrapore  musnud  the  regiment  with  the  gallop." 

refreshing    himself    with    pale    ale  Jones      rapidly      explained      the 

and  cold  pie  which  a  servant  had  events    that    had    occurred    during 

fetched   from   the  Residency.      By  the  night,  and  told  Colonel  Beaton 

him   squatted  Taptee,  who,  regard-  that  it  might  still  be  necessary  to 

less  that  the  sacrilegious  Sahib  was  scour    the    state    to    suppress   any 

eating    the    sacred    flesh    of    kine,  chief  that  had   taken  arms  by  the 

was    holding    an    animated    discus-  Begum^s  orders, 

son     with      him      on     the    future  "  All  right  I"  cried  Beaton  eagerly 

management  of  Pundrapore.     At  a  ^^  we  may  have  some  sport  yet     Let 

respectful  distance  lay  or  squatted  the  men  breathe  their  horses,  Morris,  . 

Doorga  Singh  and  his  ofScers,  sleep-  and  let  them  sound  to  saddle  in  an 

ing  or  smoking  their  hoohhas;  and  hour  and  a-half    tik  (exactly).      I 

close  by  them  were  the  prisoners  wonder  if  there  is  anything  edible 

bound    hand    and    foot,   while  the  to   be    had    here    for  chota  hazree 

corpses    of    the    slain    were    being  (early  breakfast)  ?    And  I  say,  Jones, 

carried  from   the  hall.     The  noise  FU  tell  you  what  I  shall  do  for  you. 

of  cavalry  interrupted  Taptee^s  con-  Til  leave  you  Penninck,  who  writes 

fidences,    and    Colonel    Beaton,    of  for  the   *Peon.'     He  is    a  dab  at 

Beaton's  Horse,  the  commandant  of  doing  reports,  and  will  make  up  a 

Malariabad,    came  rattling  into  the  beautiful  story  to  tell   the  Govem- 

room.  ment.     Besides,  the  little  beast  has 

^Why,  damn  it,  Jones,  you  don't  no  more  seat  than  a  wool-pack,  and 

mean  to  say  that  it  is  all  overf'  would    be    always  tumbling  off   if 

cried  he  pettishly,  as  he  looked  round  we  came  to  any  stiff  riding.'' 

at  tlie    prisoners.      *^  Couldn't  you  And  so  when  Colonel  Beaton  and 

have  kept  them  going  until  we  came  his   ofScers  had  done  justice  to  a 

up?      It*s    what    I    call   doing  the  nondescript  though  plenteous  meal,, 

shabby   thing  to    take    fellows    off  they  galloped  off  to  hunt  for  rebels, 

their  eharpoya  (bods)  at  one  o'clock  leaving  Cornet  Penninck  on  special 

in  the  morning  for  nothing,  and  we  duty  at  the  Residency. 


IV. 


The  Pundrapore  insurrection 
caused  a  great  sensation  in  Calcutta. 
Would  Government  annex  the  terri- 
tory ?  Some  said  that  Sir  George 
Blitzen  was  already  marching  to  Pun- 
drapore at  the  head  of  two  divisions 
of  all  arms  of  the  service  to  depose 
the  Begum  and  annex  the  state. 
Others  were  certain  that  the  Gover- 
nor-General would  do  nothing  of  the 
kind;  that  the  present  crisis  de- 
manded conciliatory  measures;  and 
that  the  Begum  would  be  well 
*' digged,"  and  reinstated  in  the 
Regency.    Mr.  Waspbite,  the  Under- 


Secretary  at  the  Foreign  Office,  was 
besieged  with  inquiries  at  his  club 
in  Chowringhee,  imtil  even  his 
amiable  temper  was  exhausted,  and 
he  said,  "Damn  the  Pundwapoah 
Wesidency.  If  you  want  to  know 
you  should  ask  the  Govenah-Genc- 
wal." 

The  press  likewise  had  its  say 
upon  the  subject  'The  Padrepore 
Monitor  and  Weekly  Evangelist' 
reminded  its  readers  how  often  in 
the  course  of  the  previous  ten  years 
it  had  constantly  predicted  that 
affairs   at   Pundrapore  would   turn 
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out  exactly  as  they  had  happened,  thought  upon  the  guardianship  of  the 
The  editor  conjured  the  Governor-  young  Nawab  and  the  future  man- 
General  to  do  his  duty  and  annex  agcment  of  the  Pundrapore  state," 
the  principality,  undeterred  by  the  Ac,  &c. 

howls  of  native  opinion,  and  regard-  When  the  news  of  the  Pundra- 
less  of  the  ignorant  and  interested  pore  insurrection  reached  Govem- 
views  of  English  statesmen.  "  With  ment  House,  a  special  meeting  of 
an  able  English  officer,  such  as  Mr.  the  Executive  Council  was  forth- 
Caird,  the  energetic  Magistrate  of  with  summoned.  The  members 
Gholerapore,  at  the  head  of  the  ad-  met  in  the  evening  in  the  old 
ministration,  and  an  efficient  educa-  Council  Chamber  to  determine  the 
tional  staff  under  the  Rev.  Fungus  destiny  of  Pundrapore.  If  the 
M'Bain,  the  eminent  Free  Church  geniv-a  loci  could  have  prevailed, 
Missionary,  as  Director  of  Public  the  independence  of  Pundrapore 
Instruction,  upon  a  salary  of  not  less  would  have  stood  but  a  sober  chance, 
than  Rs.700  per  mensem,  with  a  free  for  around  them  upon  the  walls 
bungalow,  a  new  and  happier  era  hung  the  portraits  of  the  statesmen 
would  soon  dawn  upon  the  benighted  and  warriors  who  had  done  most  to 
regions  of  Pundrapore.  The  im-  extend  the  British  power  in  India, 
portanco  of  the  last-named  ap-  There  was  Clive,  wno  gave  Bengal, 
pointment  cannot  be  too  strongly  Behar,  and  Orissa  to  the  Company's 
impressed  upon  his  Excellency's  territories ;  Wellesley,  the  conqueror 
consideration,"  &c.,  &c  of  Mysore,  the  Camatic,  the  Maha- 
The  *  Peon '  scarcely  expressed  an  rashtra  ;  with  Hastings,  Comwallis, 
opinion,  but,  as  might  have  been  Eyre  Coote,  and  Minto.  But  the 
expected,  dwelt  at  length  upon  the  golden  age  of  annexation  was  past, 
valuable  services  which  Cornet  P.  and  the  pagoda-tree  was  fast  fall- 
R.  Penninck,  of  Beaton's  Horse,  had  ing  into  the  sere  and  yeUow  leal 
rendered  in  restoring  order  at  the  There  was  a  strong  party  in  Parlia- 
Residency  and  the  Palace,  an  ac-  ment  hostile  to  the  Company,  who 
count  of  which  occupied  one  and  never  ceased  to  denounce  eacn  fresh 
a- half  columns  of  leaded  type.  The  extension  of  territory  as  another 
*  John  Bull '  bluntly  said  that  the  instance  of  arbitrary  rapacity,  seiz- 
Government  ought  to  do  justice,  ing  eagerly  upon  every  new  aggres- 
^*  Visit  with  a  fitting  punishment  sion  as  a  ground  for  renewing  the 
the  Begum  and  her  fellow-conspira-  attack ;  and  so  the  Calcutta  states- 
tors,  but  why  should  an  innocent  men  were  compelled  to  go  cautiously 
child  suffer  for  the  misconduct  of  to  work  in  the  case  of  Pundrapore. 
his  guardian?  Let  us  train  the  *^It  appears  to  mo,  gentlemen," 
young  Nawab  to  be  a  wise  and  said  the  Governor-General  during 
judicious  ruler,  and  place  an  experi-  that  little  standing  confabulation 
enced  officer  in  charge  of  the  state  which  always  preceded  the  formal 
during  his  Highnesses  minority.  In  sitting,  and  in  which  the  real  busi- 
this  manner  we  shall  best  refute  the  ness  of  the  meeting  was  generally 
slanderous  writers  who  would  attri-  settled — "  it  appears  to  me  that  we 
bute  to  the  Company's  government  have  no  real  ground  for  proceeding 
an  insatiable  lust  for  territory.  The  to  extremities  against  the  state.  The 
name  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  Nawab  is  but  a  child,  and  it  would 
Robinson,  Political  Agent  of  Chota-  be  hardly  fair  to  make  a  minor 
sahebpore,  must  of  course  occur  to  answerable  for  the  misdeeds  of  his 
every  one  who  has  bestowed  a  serious  guardian." 
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"  All  owing  to  that  fellow  Jones,"  mismnnagement  and  his  Excellency 
growled  the  Honourable  Mr.  Elchey,  reported  so  strongly  in  favour  of 
who,  having  been  Resident  at  the  Grantley's  withdrawal  that  I  had 
Court  of  Cooch  Behar,  claimed  a  him  at  once  transferred  to  Kaifia- 
leading  voice  in  all  diplomatic  busi-  bad ;  and  I  wrote  to  Sir  George 
ness.  **  If  he  had  but  kept  out  begging  him  to  recommend  one  of 
of  the  way  and  given  them  rope  his  best  officers  for  the  vacancy,  for 
enough,  the  whole  state  would  have  it  was  necessary  in  the  unsettled 
been  up,  and  th^n  there  would  have  condition  of  Pundrapore  that  the 
been  a  good  excuse  for  annexation.  Resident  should  be  a  military  man. 
But  the  political  department  is  go-  He  recommended  Jones,  and  I  ap- 
ing to  the  devil.  When  I  was  pointed  him  on  Sir  George's  recom- 
resident  at  Cooch  Behar,  your  Ex-  mendation,  and  there  the  story  ends ; 
cellency,  there  was  an  old  Thakoor  and  I  must  say  that  Captain  Jones 
who  had  got  a  10*  alluJcae  zahardasti^  has  not  disgraced  the  Commander- 
and  the  Government  wanted '*  in-Chiefs  patronage." 

**  But  in  this  case,  Mr.  Elchey,  I  "  Well,  he  must  have  been  a  very 

don't  think  any  blame  can  ajbtach  to  modest  man   to    hide   his    light  so 

the  Political  officer,"  said  the  Cover-  completely    under  a   bushel,"   said, 

nor-Gencral,  unceremoniously  inter-  with  a  satiric  laugh,  General  Brym- 

rupting    the    ex-diplomatist^   whose  ston,   the  military    member,   whose 

reminiscences  of  Cooch   Behar  were  nephew,  Colonel  Congreve,  had  been 

notoriously    prosy,  and    so  full    of  among  the  disappointed  candidates. 

Hindustani   phrases  as  to  be  Intel-  ^^  Just  what  I  said  to  Sir  George, 

ligible  only  to    a    member    of   the  General,"  said  his  Excellency ;  **  and 

Revenue  Board.       "  Captain   Jones  all  the  answer  I  got  was,  *  he's  the 

appears  to  have  acted  as  judiciously  man  far  Pundrapore  ;^  ^nd  really  I 

as  the  circumstances  admitted,  and  don't  think  wo  have  any  reason  to 

his  report  is  really    an    admirably  complain." 

written    document^     quite     di^erent  And  so  the  Council  sat  down,  and 

from    anything   that  we    have    had  resolved  that  the  Begum  of  Pundra- 

before    from   Pundrapore.       Besides  Pore  should  await  the  pleasure  of 

we  shall  have  the  Punjab  soon  upon  Government,   under  surveillance,  at 

our  hands,  and  can  easily  forego  the  the  fortress  of  Chunar  ;    that  Taptee 

pleasure,  for  the  present,  of  gathering  Rao  should  be  advanced  to  the  dig- 

Pundrapore   under    the    Company's  nity  of  Rae  Bahadoor,  and  should 

wing."  take   charge  of  the  fiscal  and  judi- 

**  What  was  that  mystery  about  cial  management  of  the  Pundrapore 
Captain  Jones's  appointment,  my  state,  in  conjunction  with  the  Brit- 
Lord  ?"  askeQ  Mr.  Elchey ;  **  every-  ish  Resident ;  and  that  the  latter 
body  said  there  was  some  special  officer  should  act  as  guardian  of  the 
reason  for  his  selection  that  has  young  Nawabs  person,  and  make 
never  come  before  the  Council  ?  such  provision  as  was  necessary  for 
None  of  the  members,  to  my  certain  the  maintenance  and  education  of  a 
knowledge,  ever  heard  the  man's  prince  of  his  rank, 
name  before."  But  the  public  had  not  yet  heard 

"  Really,  Mr.  Elchey,  you  have  no  the  last  of  Pundrapore.      Mr.  Deek, 

more    reason    to    complain    than    I  M.P.,  who  wanted  to  get  into  the 

have.     Sir  George  Blitzen  had  been  Board  of  Control,  and  was  taking  a 

down  in  Pundrapore  inquiring  about  course  of  the  Calcutta  papers,  had 

Grantley's    management,   or    rather  stumbled  upon  Captain  Jones's  ap- 
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pointmcnt.     To  find  Pundrapore  in  takes  such  an  interest  in  the  affairs 

the  map  of  India,  and  to  turn  up  the  of  Pundrapore.'^     The  President  sat 

history  of  the  principality  in  *  Thorn-  down,  and  Mr.  Deek  collapsed  into 

ton's  Gazetteer/  was  the  work  of  an  the  smallest  possible  bulk,  cursing 

instint,   and    that    very  night    Mr.  his    unlucky   curiosity,   as   he   read 

Deek  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  next  morning  in   the   *  Times'  that, 

the  attention  of  the  Right  Honour-  **  in  reply  to  a  question  from   Mr. 

able  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Deek,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

Control  to  a  recent  instance  of  the  Control  said  so  and  so.''     His  great 

exercise  of  the    Governor-GeiieraVs  speech  was  thus    denied  to  poste- 

patronage,  and  call  for  the  produc-  rity. 

tion   of  the  papers  connected  with  The  President  was  right ;   there 
the  appointment  of  Captain    Jones  were    no  official  papers    connected 
to  the  Pundrapore  Residency.      And  with   Captain  Jones's  appointment. 
Mr.  Deek  did  call  attention  to  the  Sir  George  Blitzen  is  dead  and  gone, 
Pundrapore  Residency  in  a  speech  and  we  shall  oflfer  no  indignity  to 
which  lasted  two  hours  and  a  half,  the   memory  of   that  distinguished 
in  the  course  of  which  he  detailed  soldier    if  we    print    the    following 
the  history  of  Pundrapore  from  the  private  epistle  which  has  come  into 
invasion  of   Mohammed    of   Ghizni  our  hands  : 
down  to    Captain   Jones's  appoint- 
ment,  quoting  largely   from  'Mill's  "From   Major-General    Sir    George 
History,'  *  The  Collection  of  Treaties,  Blitzen,  K.C.B.K.H.,  to  Major 
Engagements,    and    Sunnuds,'    and  Springer,  Military  Secretary  on 
the  '  Charter  Blue-Books.'      There  leave  at  the  Presidency, 
were  sciircely  forty  members  present 

when  the  President  was  roused  from  "  Mussoorie,  16iA  JTarcA  18  . 
his  slumbers  to  defend  the  Govern-  "  My  dear  Springer, — I  have 
ment  of  Bengal.  **  There  would  no-  just  got  back  here  again,  and  deuced 
thing,"  said  the  right  honourable  glad  I  am  to  escape  the  infernal 
gentleman,  *'  have  given  the  Board  of  heat  of  the  plains.  The  march  from 
Control  so  much  pleasure  as  to  pro-  Pundrapore  was  as  hot  as  if  there 
duce  the  papers  which  the  honour-  had  been  only  a  sheet  of  pasteboard 
able  gentleman  had  so  eloquently  between  us  and  the  devil's  own  do- 
called  for,  if  they  only  had  existed,  minions.  Talking  of  Pundrapore, 
As  for  the  appointment  of  Captain  there  will  be  a  nice  mess  there  one 
Jones,  it  was  easily  explained ;  he  of  these  days.  The  Begum  is  a 
was  the  fittest  man  for  the  post,  tigress — a  perfect  hyena  for  untam- 
I  may  mention,"  continued  the  Pre-  ableness.  In  fact,  I  may  say  she  is 
sident,  **  that  a  despatch  has  this  the  only  woman  that  ever  braved 
day  been  received  by  the  Board,  George  Blitzen,  and  I  saw  «ame- 
stating  that  the  officer  whose  ap-  thing  of  the  sex  when  I  was  a 
pointment  had  been  called  in  ques-  ehhokra  with  Sir  Arthur  in  the 
tion  has  saved  the  Pundrapore  state  Peninsula.  A  nice  game  she  and  that 
from  a  very  serious  insurrection,  and  drawing-room  soldier  Grantley  are 
has  probably  spared  the  Government  playing,  but  I  will  put  a  spoke  in 
the  unpleasant  task  of  annexing  the  her  wheel.  The  Governor-general 
territory.  I  shall  be  very  happy,  in  has  given  me  the  nomination  of  the 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  to  lay  the  next  Resident,  and  by  G — d  I'll  send 
paper  upon  the  table  for  the  informa-  her  the  ugliest  fellow  in  the  Service, 
tion  of  the  honourable  member  who  Now,  Springer,  you  must  find  out 
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who  that  clumsy  clown  was  that  This  letter  bears  the  following 
poked  his  head  into  mj  stomach  at  indorsement  in  the  hand  of  the  late 
Bustlepore,  for  as  sure  as  my  name  Colonel  Springer,  C.  B. : — "  Poor  Sir 
is  George  Blitzen  he  shall  have  the  George !  will  ever  the  man  grow 
post  My  lady  Begum  will  then  old  ?  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Jungly- 
find  that,  if  her  plots  can  only  wallahs,  may  thank  his  Excellency's 
be  carried  out  by  making  love  to  ^reta  injuriam  forma  for  a  snug 
the    Resident^    she    must    at    least  berth." 

make  love  to  a  less  pleasant  object  And  this  was  the  mystery  of  Cap- 
than  Grantley.  As  for  his  qualifl-  tain  Jones's  appointment.  Captain 
cations,  they  be  d-mned.  Pundra-  Jones  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
pore  must  be  annexed  within  the  post  with  some  credit  until  Cap- 
year,  and  it  does  not  matter  a  straw  tain  Grantley's  retirement  from  the 
what  sort  of  a  Resident  is  sent  there.  Kaifiabad  Residency,  when,  upon 
If  the  Begum  knock  the  new  man  the  recommendation  of  his  patron, 
upon  the  head,  the  service  will  more  Sir  George  Blitzen,  he  was  trans- 
easily  spare  him  than  a  better  officer,  ferred  to  that  innocent  office,  and 
Bring  up  a  lot  of  pickles  and  tinned  Mr.  Harcourt  succeeded  to  the  Pun- 
meat  with  you,  for  the  menage  here  drapore  Residency.  During  the  re- 
is  beastly ;  and  try  and  persuade  Mrs.  mainder  of  his  service  in  the  East, 
Cockett — Cockett  of  the  Tosha-  Jones  continued  to  be  held  in  great 
khana  Office's  wife,  you  know — that  respect  among  diplomatists,  and 
the  air  of  Mussoorie  would  be  salu-  when  he  retired,  the  *  Peon '  de- 
brious  for  her  constitution  during  voted  half  a  column  to  his  merits 
the  next  two  months.  There  are  and  services — it  was  in  the  **  silly 
three  or  four  Rattle  girls  here,  who  season,"  when  news  was  scarce. 
are  very  jollv,  and  have  been  flirting  The  Captain — he  is  now  Colonel, 
heavily  witb  some  of  the  14th.  however — still  lives  upon  his  laurels, 
Order  every  14th  man  to  join  his  and  devotes  his  leisure  to  his  fa- 
regiment  without  delay.  Send  a  vourite  task  of  composing  epitaphs, 
packet  of  *  Calcutta  Christian  Intel-  in  none  of  which  does  he  omit  his 
ligencers '  by  overland  mail  to  Lady  valuable  services  rendered  to  Gov- 
Blitzen,  who  is  fond  of  that  sort  of  emment  when  he  filled  the  Rc- 
literature. — Ever  yours,  sidency  of  Pundrapore. 

**  George  Blitzen." 
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It  is  but  a  repetition  of  a  very    been  witbin  everybody's  recollection 
trite  sentiment  to  say  tbat  we  are    swept  by  a  famine  so  terrible  that 
less  impressed  by  the  innate  great-    it    made  some   sort  of  mark   even 
ncss  of  any  subject  or  object  than    upon  our  distant  imaginations.     Mr. 
by  its  relation  of  nearness  or  distance    Hunter  begins   by   telling  us    how- 
to  ourselves.     The   lights  and  sha-    his  work  was  brought  into  being,  or 
dows  upon  the  gentlest -little  Eng-    rather  how  it  was  suggested  by  the 
lish  hill   are  more  to  the  dwellers    long,  elaborate,  and  vain  attempt  of 
at  its  foot  than  those  atmospheric    the   Indian   government   to    acquire 
vicissitudes  which  make  the  brows    actual  knowledge  of  the  land,  peo- 
of  Mont  Blanc  splendid,  or  redden    pie,  distinctions,  and  peculiarities  of 
the  peaks  of  Chimborazo;  and  ten    its  large  empire.     So  vast  a  region 
times  less  momentous  to  us  is  the    crowded  with  different  races,  differ- 
pestilence  or  famine  which  decimates    cnt  religions,  and  even  infinite  vari- 
un  Eastern  province,  than  one  starv-    eties   of   each  known  typo  both  of 
ing  family  appealing  to  our  charity    creed  and  race,  presents  a  problem 
in    our    particular    village.      Even    for  Government  scarcely  less  over- 
whcn  our  thoughts  are  directed  to    whelming  than  its  o^vn  magnitude 
distant  matters,  it  is  some  com  para-    and  numbers;  and  when  wo  consi- 
tively  trifling  detail,  and  not  a  great    der  how  the  English  race  has  stum- 
general  view,   upon  which  the  ima-    bled   haphazard   into  a   continually 
gination  seizes.     AV'e  all  are  aware    extending    sway    over    this    crowd 
of  the  extraordinary  extent  of  our    of  nations,  the  wonder  grows  how 
Indian  Empire,  and  its  present  and    a  work  so  prodigious,  and  so  hastily 
prospective    greatness.      It    i.s    one    and  inadvertently  undertaken,  could 
of  tlie  things  wo  are  pei-fectly  in-    have  been  done  half  so  well.    Begun 
clined  to  produce,  as  Dogberry  did    without  any  plan,  cairied  on  with- 
his  reading  and  writing,  when  there    out    any    precedent,    in    ignorance, 
is   no   occasion   for    such   vanities ;     or  at  the  best  most  superficial  know- 
yet  we  believe  that  one  glance  at    ledge,   amid    a   hundred   conflicting 
Mr.  Hunter's*  valuable  book  will  im-    interests,    of    which   the    governing 
press  the  reader  more  deeply  with    race  could  be  but  partially   aware, 
the  magnitude  of  British  power  in    the  Government  of  India,   with  all 
India,   than  all  the  swelling  words    its  defects,  is  perhaps  the  greatest 
that  have  been  said  on  the  subject    triumph  of  English  character,  energy, 
for  a  hundred  years  past.    Mr.  Ilun-    and  individual  wisdom  and  justice. 
ter  has  already  distinguished  him-    We   doubt  whether  any  other  mo- 
self  by  two  volumes,  which  he  has    dern  race  is  capable  of  having  pro- 
entitled  *  Annals  of  Rural  Bengal,'    dnced    so    many    individual    rtders 
a  work  which  he  carries  on  by  this    possessed  of  such  strong  instinct  of 
exhaustive  and  most  interesting  his-    government,  and,  on  the  whole,  sicnso 
tory  of  one  province  of  Bengal — the    of  justice,  as  have  succeeded  in  at- 
home  of  the  great  Jagannath  (accord-    taching  the  grcat^  ancient,  and  mys- 
ing  to  the  now  spelling ;  in  our  days    terious  l^stern  world  to  our  distant 
itwas  JugjreniHut);  a  province  which    island.     For  it  must  always  be  kept 
has  the  further  distinction  of  having    in  mind  that  the  government  of  India 
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has  been  conducted  not  by  the  con-  which  the  English  Government  has 

stitutional  means  familiar  to  English-  several  times  set  on  foot — which  it 

men,  but  by  individuals,  by  experi-  has  happily  managed  to  do  without 

ments,    by    sudden     inventions    of  thus  far — but  which  becomes  more 

statesmanship — in    a  word,    by   in-  necessary  every  day,  as  the  nature 

stinct.     Englishmen  of    all    classes  of     the    British    sway     in     India 

and    all    kinds    of    training    have  changes  with  the    changes   of   the 

stumbled  into  empire,  among  races  Anglo  -  Saxon    peoples.      To    have 

more  subtle,  more  highly  cultivated,  gone  on    up  to   this    time   with   so 

more  ancient  than  their  own ;  among  very  imperfect  a  knowledge  of   the 

influences  strange  to   them ;  among  governed    country    and    its    inhab- 

traditions   which,  in  the  nature  of  itants,  is  a   miracle ;    but  miracles 

things,  they  could  but  barely  under-  cannot   be    expected    to    continue, 

stand;  and  they  have  not  only  re-  Mr.  Hunter  gives  the  following  ac- 

taincd  and   increased   that  empire,  count  of  the  work  really  done  by 

but,  on  the   whole,  have    improved  the   Indian  Government  while  thus 

the  condition  of  their  subject  races,  groping  in  the  twilight  of  their  im- 

amcliorated    existence,    and    raised  perfect  knowledge,   and   ruling,    as 

the  level  of  being.      This  has  been  we    have  said,  by  instinct;   and  of 

done    without   any  very    lofty  pre-  their  first   attempt    to   acquire   the 

tensions,    without    any    ideal    aim,  information  which,  according  to  all 

without     any    carefully  -  considered  ordinary  rules,  ought  to  have  been 

scheme  or  unity  of  intention.   It  is,  their    first    qualification    for     their 

we  repeat,  the  greatest  triumph,  not  work  : — 
of    English   character  only,  but  of 

governing    instinct   and    individual-  "The    English   found    India   strewn 

ism    ever    known    in    this    world.  ^'»i*^  ^^«  ^/«f^^  ^Li^*^^^^  ^^P'l^^l'? ' 

T?^««    ♦K^    c^^„  ^f    «««:«*    -D^ *^"d  out  of   the   drift-wood  which   the 

*^y?"  .*^®  ^^^y  ^^  ancient  Rome,  tempest  threw  up,  they  had  to  ^>uild 
which  IS  its  only  prototype,  fails  to  the  fabric  of  a  civilised  government, 
come  up  to  its  magnitude  and  dura-  How  these  political  Crusoes  hewed  their 
tion.  The  state  of  affairs  has  doubt-  lo£  \ut?  »  seaworthy  ship,  is  a  story 
i«oo  ^Unr^^r^A  fr.  o/^«,«  »x.4^»»«^  «^„.«  which  touches  the  honour  of  England 
less  changed  to  some  extent  nowa-  ^o  have  one  day  truly  written,  fivcry 
days,  when  systematic  government  year  of  the  past  century  has  rendered 
has  superseded  the  inspiration  of  the  the  rulers  more  alive  to  the  inadequa- 
beginning;  but  still,  and  for  many  eics  of  their  admhiistration.  Scarcely 
generations,  individual  force  and  had  they  put  do>vn  armed  violence  and 
°,  .  '  .  ..  i.  z  II  •  rapme — a  task  which  no  Native  Power 
character  must  contmue  to  tell  in  ^.^^  permanently  succeeded  in-than 
India  as  they  can  tell  nowhere  else ;  they  found  themselves  confronted  with 
and  fortunatelv  the  race  of  govern-  a  necessity  for  a  great  apparatus  of  civil 
ing  individuals\loes  not  seem  yet  to  Kovemraent  such  as  no  Native  Power 
v^nt.«  Kfirviin  *r>,  foi'i  ^^^  ^^'^^  attempted  to  supply.  As  pro- 
nave  oegunio  lau.  j^g,.j,y     accamulated,    new    and     costly 

An    Lnglish    cntic    may    be    ex-  machinery  had  to  be  organised  for  pro- 

cused   for   giving    forth  a   trumpet-  tceting  it ;  and  as  personal  rights  dcvel- 

note   over    this    victory   of    British  oped,   courts  had  to  be  mnitiplicd  for 

u-eniu^  and  nowcr  •    thoup-h    thi^    i^  ascertaining  and  enforcing  them.    Gov- 

i,eniu^  ana  power  ,    inougn   tnir,    la  emment  ceased  to  be  what,  during  at 

not  what  we  meant  to  say  m  be-  i^a^^t  two  centuries,  it  had  been  in  In- 
ginning,  but  rather  to  inform  the  dia — a  mere  engine  for  raising  revenue, 
reader   of  the  most  necessary,  and,     And  now  that  justice  has  been  brought 

one    would    suppose,    indispensable  ^f  ^  °^*"  ^  the  people,  new  functions 

.    ,      .  1  ^  *^ ,     '     ,        *      .  of  government,  formerly  unrealised,  arc 

inquiry  into  the  character,  customs,  pressing   upon   the  conscience   of   the 

and   history   of  the  races  of   India,  rulers.    Philosophers  believed  that  they 
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had  found  the  stationary  type  of  human  succession,  and    the    peculiar    customs 

society  in   the  arrested  mental  activity  or  privileges  which  tliey  or  their  poo- 

and  low  physical  tone  of    the   Indian  pie  have  established  or  enjoyed;*  a  dc- 

races.     But    within   the    past    twenty  scription  of  the  land  tenures,  with    a 

years  a  vast  system  of  State  Education  report   on    the  commercial   capabilities 

has   quiclcened   the   intellectual   torpor  of  the  country,  and  the  best  means  of 

i^to   new  forms  of  life,  and  a   costly  developing    its   resources:  these    were 

sanitary    organisation     is     battling    in  the  pomts  to  be  taken  up." 
every  province  with  the  endemics  which 

for  ages  preyed  upon  the  public  health.  ,-,,  .           ,                   , .  , 

Whaf  were  once  deemed  direct  visita-  This    endeavour,   which  was    un- 

tions  of  God  are  now  brought  nnder  successful,  has  been  repeated  at  in- 

the  control  of  man.    Famines,  floods,  tervals  with  more  and  more  strenuous 

droughts,  and  pestilence  are  no  longer  beginnings,  and  less  and  less  success 

permitted    to     perform    their    ancient  ^#^^«^„f:  '     ,-,^  a^  x^^  ^««„««*  a^^ 

iunction  of  checkhig  the  pressure  of  of  execution,  up  to  the  present  day. 

the  population  on  the  soil;  and  Gov-  "Several  isolated  memoirs  of  great 

emment  has  taken  upon  itself  to  step  in  value  "  have  been  produced  by  it,  but 

between  its  subjects  and  the  ordinary  no  great  general   work.      This,  ac- 

dealings  of   Providence.    The   isolation  p^rdinir  to  Mr   Hunter  is  venr  casiIv 

of  eacl  district,  which  formerly  iuten-  <^or(nng  to  Mr.  punter,  is  ve^  easuy 

sifled  every  local  scarcity  into  a  famine,  accounted  for.        Ihe  truth  is,    he 

has   been  broken  through.     Railways,  says,  "the  Company  never  realised 

roads,  and  canals  have  welded  the  sev-  the  magnitude   of  what  they   were 

ercd   provinces  of   India  into  a  homo-  asking    for.      The    Indiafi    Empire 

geneous  whole,  mobilised  the  resources  •  a       ^    x                     *      n 

Sf  each,  and  increased  the  efficiency  of  consists   of    two    separate    Govem- 

tlie   national  har\e8t   in  a  greater  de-  ments,    who,     with    the    feudatory 

gree  than  If  we  had  suddenly  doubled  States,    administer    a    territory    of 

the  productiveness  of  tlie  soil.    During  i  556,886  square  miles,  and  include 

^llSnrMU"JorG"vc'.^m"ThaTc'stm  about  fifty  >«-"*  ««««.  «P«*i«f 

further  extended.    It  was  reserved  for  a  great  diversity  of   languages,  and 

tlie   wise  and   bravo   man   whose  loss  numbering  200,424,072  souls.     The 

England  is  at  this  moment  deploring,  account  of  India,  therefore,   which, 

to  grapple   with  the  most  terrible  cue-  f         ^j^^^  ^  ^j^     j^      ^^           j^i ' 

my  of   a   tropical   empire;    and   by   a  **Y    ,  7^     w  w*«v,  iic*o  mvi?u  ov  «u iij 

comprehensive  scheme  for  the  control  asked  for,  means  a  vast  senes  of  sta- 

und  the  husbanding  of  the  water-sup-  tistical  operations  and  local  inquiries 

ply,  to  remove  death  by  starvation  from  spread    over  an  area    but    shghtly 

among  the  ordhiary  risks    of    Indian  smaller  than  that  of  all  Europe,  ex- 

peasant  life.  . .         -o       •    n      a  -n. 

"As  Government  became  more  effec-  ccpUng    Russia.       After    so    many 

tivo   It  grew  more  costly.    Each  new  failures,   however,   the  key-note  of 

function  which    it  found  itself  com-  success  seems  to  have  been  struck 

pclled  to  undertake  has   involved  an  at    last;    and    with    Mr.    Hunter's 

SS^nt°S^'^Ut^'"Son^lSS^  vohame  has  begun  a  new.ltemptto 

Asiatic    races    is    beset  with    extreme  utilise  all  the  previous  collections  of 

peril ;    and  the  Company  early  realised  material,  and  to  reveal,  province  by 

that  one  of  the  first  fiscal  duties  of  its  province,  the  great   old  mysterious 

v^?.*!?  7"?o^i'^^^'5^-''  i^'-AQ^f  ^?^h  continent  of  India  in  its  past  and  its 

No   sooner  had   it,  in  li69,  appointed  ...           j     1.     'x            1       'x 

English  offlcere  for  the  ruiil  adminis-  prosent,  its  products,  its  peoples,  its 

traUon  of   Bengal,  tlian  it  issued  an  languages,  literature,  and,  above  all, 

elaborate  circular  to  them,   calling  for  its  religion,  to  the  far-distant  world 

a  historical  and  statistical  account  of  ^hich    has    become    the   centre  of 

the  country.     *  The  form  of  the  ancient  ^:„;i:oo*;/*«    .^««r    •«  :♦     4..^    »*•<,  ;m 

constitution  of  the  province  compared  civilisation   now,  as  it,   too,   was  m 

with  the  present;'  ^an  account  of  its  'ts  day.     Mr.  Hunter  ofiers,  m  the 

possessors  or  rulers,  the  order  of  their  end  of  his  Introduction,    a   feeling 
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tribute  to  Lord  Mayo,  whoso  pre-  could  live."  We  cannot  do  more 
mature  death  is  one  of  the  greatest  than  point  out  to  the  reader  the 
losses  the  country  has  sustained  for  very  effective  and  powerful  sketch 
many  years.  '*  I  cannot  but  express,"  of  this  lake,  and  of  **  the  eternal 
he  says,  **  my  unavailing  regret  that  war "  carried  on  all  along  the  west- 
the  great  Indian  statesman,  to  whom  em  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal  be- 
I  owe  it  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  tween  the  rivers  and  the  sea.  The 
undertake  the  work,  should  not  have  description  of  the  rivers  struggling 
been  spared  to  see  the  initial  result  downward  laden  with  masses  of  silt, 
A  long  list  of  great  measures  during  and  of  the  efforts  of  the  sea  laden 
the  first  three  years  bears  witness  with  sand  to  resist  the  invasion, 
to  the  silent,  s&ong  sense  of  Lord  throwing  up  a  yellow  bulwark  of 
Mayo,  to  his  steadfast  courage  and  sand-clifts,  forcing  the  stream  to 
immense  powers  of  work.  His  cha-  wriggle  through  tortuous  deltas,  or 
racter  and  policy  will  stand  out  in  penning  up  its  waters  almost  within 
colossal  lines  upon  the  Indian  his-  sight  of  ocean,  is  very  able  and  pic- 
tory  of  our  time ;  and  meanwhile  turesque.  *^  The  two  sleepless  arti- 
there  is  not  one  who  worked  imder  fleers  "  who  are  thus  continually  at 
him,  from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  work  **  forming  land  out  of  water," 
who  does  not  mourn  for  him  as  a  are  set'  before  us  in  a  few  words 
friend."  with  a  vigour  and  force  which  are 
The  special  work  now  before  us  very  rarely  found  in  descriptions  of 
is  interspersed  by  admirable  descrip-  scenery.  The  ^^  landmaking  rivers" 
tions  of  scenery  and  natural  pro-  interest  us  as  much  as  if  tney  were 
cesses,  such  as  would  seem  to  have  marauding  chiefs ;  while  the  sea,  like 
ceased  long  ago  In  our  own  conti-  a  wise  and  wily  old  potentate,  throws 
nent,  but  which  still  continue  in  his  resisting  powers  against  them 
India.  Mr.  Hunter  begins  by  a  with  the  subtlest  skill,  building  up 
description  of  the  curious  lake  of  intrenchments  and  sandy  fortifica- 
Ghilka,  which  forms  the  southern  tions.  This  work,  we  are  told,  is 
boundary  of  Orissa — "  a  shallow  in-  going  on  most  vigorously  at  the  pre- 
land  sea "  forty  -  four  miles  long,  sent  moment  At  the  upper  end  of 
and  in  some  parts  twenty  miles  the  lake  the  same  process  is  proceed- 
broad,  the  average  depth  of  which  ing  in  a  different  way,  the  deposit 
is  *^  from  three  to  five  feet,  and  of  the  rivers  forming  islands  which 
scarcely  anywhere  reaches  six."  gradually  join  together  and  tack 
This  extraordinary  piece  of  water  is  themselves  on  to  the  mainland 
divided  from  the  ocean  only  by  "  a  where  the  rivers  enter  the  shallow 
long  strip  of  land  which  for  miles  lake.  Nothing  can  be  more  curious 
consists  of  nothing  but  a  sandy  and  interesting  than  these  strange 
ridge  little  more  than  two  hundred  natural  processes  thus  carried  on 
yards  wide,"  beyond  which  "  the  under  the  very  eyes  of  living  men. 
roaring  of  the  exterior  unseen  surf  The  mouths  of  the  great  Bengal 
can  be  heard  far  across  the  lake."  rivers,  Mr.  Hunter  tells  us,  are  sur- 
^^  A  single  narrow  mouth  cut  through  rounded  sometimes  as  much  as  sixty 
the  sandy  ridge  connects  it  with  the  miles  inland  bv  "  dense  jungle  im- 
sea.  Tlnrough  this  tiie  tide  comes  pregnated  with  deadly  malaria,*' 
rushing  and  storming  against  the  through  which  the  streams  make 
outward  currents,  at  certain  seasons  their  way  in  innumerable  divisions  ; 
throwing  itself  up  in  pyramidal  bil-  and  he  adds  the  following  striking 

ows  topped  with  spray,  and  looking  image : — 

ike  a  boiling  river  in  which  no  boat  "  In   this   way  nature   has    proTidcd 
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for  hci-self  vai^t  silent  workshops  in  which  tied  to  the  houses  ;  and  for  miles  the 

to  conduct  licr  secret  processes  of  land-  high-thatched  roofs  arc  fli-ralv  held  down 

making  undisturbed.     When  her  labours  by  bamboo  stakes,  so  as  to  aftbrd  a  refuse 

arc  perfected,  she  makes  over  the  re-  in    time  of   flood.      Starving    colonies 

suit,  without  wage  or  fee,  to  men.    But  might  be  seen  thus  perched  above  the 

she  will  have  no  lookci*s-on  to  criticise  waters.    Every  banyan-tree  had  its  rook- 

her  half-finished  work,  and  she  excludes  cry  of  human  beings,  while  the  BnUimons 

prying  eyes  during  the  process  by  impene-  ctfccted  settlements  on  the  roofs  of  their 

trable  miles  of  jungle,  and  by  the  pestifc-  brick  temples,  and  looked  down  in  safety 

rous  exhalations  of  the  half-formed  soil,  as  the  flood  roared  past.    The  common 

A]ul  this  she  docs  in  the  true  interests  of  danger  disarmed  all  creatures  of  their  na- 

man.    For  making  land  from  water,  like  tural  antipathies.    Snakes  glided  up  to 

compres.sing  a  gas  into  a  liquid,  or  smelt-  the  roofs,  and  burrowed  harmlessly  in  the 

ing  iron  out  of  the  earth,  requires  the  thntch.    Others,  less  fortunate,  wrlgjrlcd 

free  play  of  mighty  forces ;  and  the  si>ec-  up  trees,  and  whenever  a  canoe  or  a  log 

tutors,    be    they    who    they    may,    had  of  wood  passed,  slid  down  in  tot-he  water, 

better  stand  out  of  the  way  of  the  work-  and  swam  along  the  surface,  with  YiisaA 

men."  erect,  towards  Uie  ark,  which  their  in- 
stinct told  them  would  bear  them  to  dry 
land.    From  the  first  the  cattle  sufTercd 

Connected   with  this   curious  ac-  terribly.    Sheep  and  goaU  were  <»rried 

count  of  the  natural  forces  at  work  ^^^'^^  *^>'  *^*^^^  *"  ^^®  torrent,  and  in  a 

couni  01  xne  natural  lorces  ai  wotk,  ^^^^  ^^.^  ^^^^^  carcasses  came  to  the  sui^ 

IS  the  description  of  the  state  of  the  face,  and   fioated    about   covered  with 

population  in  the  neighbourhood  of  crows  and  scuflling  kites.    But  the  most 

the  Chilka  lake.     They  are,  Mr.  Hun-  pitiable  si^ht  of  all  was  the  plough-cattle 

ter  tells   us,  like  people  in  a  state  standing  in  shallow  parte  up  to  their 

r    •            r\               'J       r  Ai.  necks,  and  hungnly  snufling  tlio  barren 

of  si^e.     On  one  side  of  them  are  waters  for  food,  until  they  sSik  exhaust- 

the  rivers,  with  beds  too  narrow  to  ed  into  the  slime.    During  the  first  days 

convey   their  waters   to  the  ocean  :  of  the  flood  every  branch  or  twig  or  bnn- 

and  on  the  other  hand,  that  ocean  <1^«  of  ^^^y  Y^  covered  with  ant^  bectiea, 

itself,  resisting  the  entrance  of  the  If  rdsa„d  a  hundred  forms  of  ndnute 

IV  ^*x,  *jc  ov    6   »*  ^ ^  iw««v.«  vx  i-iiv  ijfp^    g^^^  ^     degrees  starvation  did  its 

rivers,  dashing  up  the  narrow  pas-  ^ork,  and  the  wearied  antennaj  relaxed 

sages  with  furious  regunents  of  sea-  their  hold.    Before  the  thirty  dajrs  were 

waves,  rising  high  above  the  level  of  over,  many  a  famished  family  had  also 

the  lake  under  the  influence  of  the  ^^"^  beneath  the  waters." 
monsoon.     The  consequence  is  con- 
tinual   inundations,     which    sweep 

away  farms,  homesteads,  cattle,  and        m        ^  a     i\'     i i«  «  a 

♦k«;i  ««r«™     -wrc^u  !,:« .,o.,«i  u To  remedy  this  tremendous  dan- 

their  owners.     With  his  usual  happy  ,  .  ,    X         .,     countrv  miser- 
force  of  expression  he  describes  the  ^Z'          i        t^      •       .    !^L?1^ 
,.^r>.,i«*;^«  •«  tt^«.Ki:««»»  *^«  «  «:««  able,   and  makes  improvement  im- 

l^utZ  ?h„  t?Z„«Sw  Ll[  ?n  possible,  many  devices  haye    been 

I?^JlT.^flZT^VL^f^^?.  thought  of ;  and  at  least  one  bold 

shallows,  and  snows  the  nvers  to  us  j  ®    i     J- 1      i        ^^•^^^a.j\    1v«. 

coming  down   "  like  furious  bulls,"  »"*    splendid    plan,   onginated    by 

bursting    through    the     ineffectual  Captam  Hams,  one  of    the    many 

bulwark    of      the    dykes,    making  f ''ll  ^"?'°Tr '^  K  "fw \f^,  ™ 

u  «#♦„  *^^  „«^«««4^«  K««««V««  »»  ««S  to  the  scientific  branch  of  our  army, 

r,tvT;!r  -ifZ^fil      .nH    •  A^t  has  been  under  the  consideration  of 

wS^i  fhl  ct!^n       H„«^  «  the  authorities,   though    ite  magni- 

Wherever  they  sweep.      Here  is  a  .    ,          i    j    •        u  „^   .,^   r~^u:- 

brief  but  most  strikine  descrintion  ^       daring    have   up  to  this 

of  the  terrible  flood  which  occurred  f)^^^^^  J^^'"^  the  cautious  depos- 

no  later  than  in  1866  :-  ^^^"^«  ^  P^.f^^*  ,  ^/\?^S*'''.  It 

scribes  the  attempt  of  the  Engineer 

to  carry  through   his  plan  as   the 

''Mo3t  of    the   hamlets  have    boats  "spectacle    of    an    earnest    nature 
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struggKng,   by    an    almost    painful  delightful    way    of    setting    up    an 

exercise    of    energy,   to    communi-  Encumbered     Estates     Commission 

cate    its    own     motive    power    to  should  be  confined  to  India  I 

the  cautious  weighty  mass  of  which  We  have  said  that  in   Orissa  is 

every  safe  government  must  consist"  the  city  and  temple  of  Juggernaut, 

It  is,  in  its  way,  another  struggle  of  if  Mr.  Hunter  will  allow  us  for  once 

the  river  against  the  ocean  ;  but  in  to  use  the  old  spelling  of  our  youth, 

the  mean  time  governmental  caution  Who  is  there  who  does  not  recollect 

has  been  too  much  for  engineering  the  heartrending  missionary  descrip- 

gcnius,  and  the  low-lying  plains  are  tions,  the  wonderful  woodcuts  rcpre- 

still  exposed  to  yearly  floods.    There  senting  that  horrible   blood-stained 

is,  however,  something  very  fine  and  car  and  the  crowds   of   maddened 

spirit-stirring  in  the  almost  uninten-  pilgrims  who  threw  themselves  under 

tional  way  in  which  British  exertion  its  wheels  ?    So  intense  has  been  our 

and  talent  are  displayed  to  us  in  this  faith  in  this  car  and  its  victims,  that 

book,  toiling  for  the   good   of    the  it  has  come  to  be  as  favourite  a 

helpless   passive  masses,  which  can  similitude  of    English   literature   as 

stand  still  and  be  drowned  with  pa-  the  watery  grave  or  the  mountain's 

ticnt  submission,  but  who  can  appa-  brow.    But  there  is  evidently  no  tell- 

rently  do  nothing  better  for  them-  ing  what  this  age  will  come  to.     Mr. 

selves..    No  doubt  English  sway  in  Hunter  has  actually  the  hardihood 

India  has  its  faults ;    but  it  has,  at  to  assert  that  our  old  blood-stained 

the   same,  many  virtues  which  are  Idol  is  a  god  who  hates  blood,  and 

but  little  acknowledged.     Here  is  an  that  the  victims  of  his  car,  if  not 

instance  in   which  Government  ap-  simple  invention,  are,  at  the  worst, 

pears  like  that  beneficent  good  fairy  victims  of  accident  rather  than  of 

of  the  world^s  most  cherished  ro-  Jagannath.       His    account    of    the 

mance*?,  who  at  the  very  dreariest  city   of  Purl,  the  gathering  of  the 

moment  steps  in  for  the  reward  of  pilgrims    which  takes    place    there 

virtue.     The  little  country  of  Par-  every  year,  and  of  all  the  rites  which 

iku,  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Chilka,  is  follow,  is  very  interesting  and  curi- 

under  the  sway  of  a  Raja  who,  as  a  ous.     It  is  a  terrible  business,  even 

patriotic  potentate  should,  devoted  though  the  wretched  victims,  who 

himself    to    his   people   during  the  pour  in  in  thousands  from  all  the 

famine  —  spending    everything    he  corners  of  India,  do  not  throw  thcm- 

had  for  their  aid.    "  He  emerged  from  selves  under  the  wheels  of  the  car. 

those  terrible  eighteen  months  beg-  What    they    actually    do    is    bad 

gared ;  but  the  Government  had  not  enough.    Mr.  Hunter  describes  how 

looked  on  unmoved,  and  the  ruined  the  pilgrim-guide,  or  pilgrim-hunter, 

Raja  woke  up  one  morning  to  find  goes  away  over  blazing  India  into  the 

himself  a  Companion  of  the  Star  of  languid  villages,  and  stirs  the  people 

India,  and  with  a  large  Treasury  ad-  in  their  death-alive  by  an  account  of 

vancc  at  his   disposal,  to  free  him  all  tjie  glories  of  the  great  festival — 

from   the   grasp   of    usury.      With  the  temple  and  towers  of  Jagannath, 

his   concurrence,  the  collector  tem-  the  baths  which  take  away  sins,  and 

porarily  took  charge  of  his  estates,  the  sandy  beach  which  is  called  the 

and  in  a  few  years  it  is  hoped  that  gate  of  heaven.     The  ancient  and 

they  will  be  returned  unencumbered,  mystic  meaning  of  this  yearly  festi- 

with    their    net    rental   greatly   in-  val  was,  as  Mr.  Hunter  explains  it, 

creased  by  the  more  exact  manage-  a  very  lofty  and  noble  one.      It  was 

ment  which  British  officers  have  in-  a  grand  proclamation  in  caste-main- 

troduced."     Wliat  a   pity  that  this  taining  India  of  the  equality  of  all 
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men  before  God — men  of  every  caste  great  festival,  as  many  as  forty  thousand 

and   condition    being    admitted   to  ^ni^^Sl^V°^o^u  ^  '*"ma  ^  bt  ^I^ 

the    rites    of    Jagannath's   worship  pu'i^^g%hem8lwS^fo"^thelr'' de^ 

together,  and  together  shanng  the  tlons  under  the  slantine  rays  of  the  sun. 

Sacred  Food — which  consists  of  rice  It  is  a  spot  sanctiflcd  by  the  funeral 

cooked    in    the    temple,  a  kind  of  r\tcs  of  gencraUons.  .  .  .    The  r(»pect- 

«;arrnmGntal    fare    which    is    nassed  ^^^®  Hhidoo,  Tvith  his  sensitive  shrlnk- 

sacrameniai   lare   wnicn    is    passea  j       ^^^  personal  contamhiaUon,  and 

from  one  class  to  another,  and  which  from  tlic  details  of  human  decay,  re- 

the  highest-caste  Brahmin  partakes  solves  the  frame  into  its  elements  by 

with  the  lowest,  without  considering  means  of  mcremaUon.    Every  evening 

himself    polluted.      This   admirable  ^hc  funeral  pyres  nmy  bo  seen  glancing 

-,           ^p.i       ,,         .        ,       f  yy  across  the  water,  while  groups  sit  sadly 

feature  of  the  old  custom  has  faUen  around  in  the  fitful   Ifffht.     Devoted 

mto  disuse,  and  some  of  the  lowest  from    every  province   of    India   come 

castes   are  now  shut  out  from  the  hither  to  do  the  last  offices  for  a  brother 

festival ;    but  this   is  a  violation  of  ?r  a  parent  or  a  wife.    I  have  talked 

the  ancient  custom  and  rule.     Mr  tJS^ll^^F^' ^\.T!.AX"^ 

Hunter  descnbes  to  us  the  nood  of  the  inner  life  of  another,  some  of  them 

pilgrims    constantly   pouring    night  had  drawn  very  near  in  their  hearts  to 

and  day  throughout  the  vear  over  God. 

fhp  Orii;<ai.  rnada.  hut  rhioflv  at  the  *  One  little  group  came  to  bury  their 

tne  urissa  roaas,  out  cnicny  at  ine  ^^^^^^     T^cy  haS  journeyed  with  a 

time  of  the  yearly  celebration,  when  pUgrim  band  from  the  far  west,  beyond   • 

the  diflferent  pilgrim  bands,  consist-  the  Umits   of   British   India,  and  had 

ing  of  from  twenty  to  three  hundred  visited    the   great    shrines    at    AUahi- 

persons,  follow  each  other  so  closely  S?^,  Benares,  and  Gyd  upon  the  way. 

«   «i^I«4.   4.^  *«-«,  rv«->  «rv«*:««^««  They  had  done  as  much  of  the  distance 

as  almost  to  form  one  contmuous  ^  ^j,      ^^uld  by  railway,  but  they  had 

procession.     A  great  proportion  of  walked  about  eight  hundred  miles  be- 

these  pilgrims  are  women,  who  gen-  sides.     The  Journey   had   taken   three 

erally  walk  from  800  to  600  miles,  months.     One-sixth   of   them   had   al- 

besides  long  journeys  taken  by  rail-  rlU^LV"4"rI'^^^      tSSr%U? 

way  where  railways  exist---and  ar-  grfmago  hi   a  buUock-cart      But  the 

rive,  worn-out  and  miserable,  with  oldest  woman  hi  the  party— a  bravo 

bleeding  feet  and  failing  strength,  up-country  matron — had  never  flinched, 

at  the  shrine.    The  central  event  is  ?tie  had  constantly  urged  them  forward, 

♦u^  .«.».. 4-  «««  ««rv^«««;««   v.,4.  *u;«  :«  1"  order,  she  said,  that  she  might  reach 

the  great  car-procession,  but  this  is  ^.^   j^^ly   city  before  she   died.     The 

only  the  climax  of  a  round  of  excite-  same  day  she  arrived  she  prevailed  up- 
mcnts.  The  throngs  of  white-draped  on  the  priests  to  conduct  her  to  the 
figures  in  their  clean  garments  are  temple,  where  she  gazed  in  sUcnt  rap- 
led  from  wonder  to  wonder  in  the  JUj;^.,^  ^Th/nn.o.  ^fwm«'''?iSf„*V^ 
,    ,      ..         «,,       I    AL     J  n     •  fell  111.     The  other  pilgrims  began  to 

holy  city.     They  bathe  daUy  m  one  recover  their  strength,  but  she  gradual- 

of  the  sacred  lakes,  and  sometimes  ly  declined,  and  now  her  sons  had  come 

in  the  sea,  which  throws  up  its  wild  to  bum  her  body  on  the  sands,     ffiie 

surf  on  the  sandy  downs,  entitied,  had  reached  the  Gate  of  Hcavxn  at  hist 

,         .                   .  /.         .u          i.       £  They  laid  down  the  bier  at  the  edge  of 

by  pious   association,   the    gate  of  ^^  '^^  ^„  ^^  ripples  wetted  the  ver- 

heaven.    This  latter  scene  affords  a  mllion-sprinkled     yellow    shroud.      A 

separate  sketch,  which  will  show  the  green  leaf  had  been  placed  in  her  girdle, 

reader    the    true    and    sympathetic  and  another  on  her  breast   Then,  with 

feeling  with,  which  the  auttor  enters  jUJ,!"^-;  »™™Sd''  ZZt  ^  pT'  ^ 

into  his  subject,  as  well  as  his  powers  in    a   few   minutes  the  forked  flames 

of  description  : —  flashed  up  into  the  skies." 

"Here  the  pil^jrims  bathe.     At  the  The  homeward  journey  after  the 
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feast  is,  however,  almost  unmitigated  and  stones  of  vulgar  worship,  is  very 
horror.  The  pilgrims  are  miserably  lofty  and  serious — but  In  discussion 
lodged  ;  and  tiie  sacred  food  served  of  tne  difficulties  encountered  by  the 
out  to  them  from  the  temples,  Indian  Government  in  its  attempts 
though  embodying  a  fine  idea,  to  mitigate  this  misery  or  prevent 
unfortunately  does  not  long  con-  it.  "  Medical  men,"  he  says,  "  are 
tinue  so  fresh  as  might  be  de-  driven  from  one  project  to  another, 
sired,  but  yet  is  the  sole  food  as  each  is  found  to  be  either  too 
of  myriads,  and  has  to  be  con-  costly  to  Government,  or  too  opposed 
sumea  even  when  in  a  state  of  ad-  to  the  superstitions  of  the  natives." 
vanced  decay.  There  is  so  little  Thus  once  more  his  story,  without 
accommodation  for  them,  that  forty-  meaning  it,  reveals  to  us  the  cease- 
five  people  are  described  as  having  less  beneficent  watch  which  another 
been  lodged  in  a  room  which  mea-  race  and  a  science  most  different  from 
sured  twelve  feet  by  twenty,  and  their  own  are  keeping  up  over  those 
with  no  windows  ;  and  as  it  is  the  passive  and  miserable  masses ;  and 
season  of  the  rains,  the  return  of  the  in  the  midst  of  all  our  mammon- 
poor  wretches  to  their  homes  is  at-  worship,  our  hunger  for  wealth  and 
tended  by  every  possible  aggravation  indifference  how  it  is  made,  there 
of  misery.  "  The  details,"  says  Mr.  remains  something  in  this  which  we 
Hunter,  "  are  so  incredibly  horrible  can  lay  as  an  unction  to  our  soul, 
that  I  do  not  venture  to  put  them  We  cannot  follow  our  author 
in  my  own  words."  Lying  about  through  all  the  details  of  his  valu- 
in  the  soaking  rain,  often  without  able  work — his  sketch  of  the  primi- 
money  to  proceed  on  their  journey,  tive  people  and  primitive  dwelling- 
they  die  in  crowds ;  their  paths  places  of  his  province,  and  of  the 
haunted  by  horrible  attendants  in  successive  developments  of  religion 
the  shape  of  vultures  and  wild  dogs,  which  have  swept  through  it.  No- 
who  devour  the  dead.  Ten  thousand  thing  could  be  more  interesting  than 
persons  in  a  year,  Mr.  Hunter  tells  the  latter,  but  our  space  forbids  us  to 
us,  according  to  the  most  moderate  follow  out  the  subject  Before,  how- 
computation,  thus  perish  on  the  way ;  ever,  we  plunge  into  the  very  differ- 
and  the  survivors  carry  cholera  \|ith  ent  atmosphere  of  Scotch  religious 
them  throughout  the  whole  breadth  politics  as  unfolded  by  Dean  Stan- 
of  India,  whence  it  travels  on  to  ley,  we  recommend  *Orissa'  to  all 
devastate  Europe.  The  picture  is  too  readers,  as  not  only  a  valuable  and 
terrible ;  and  we  doubt  whether  the  interesting  book,  but  one  full  of  ad- 
fabulous  car  of  Juggernaut,  which  we  mirable  and  vigorous  narrative,  a 
once  believed  in,  could  have  cost  so  real  reproduction  of  a  new  sphere 
many  lives  or  caused  such  immense  and  society,  such  as  adds  with 
suffering.  Yet  the  stream  continues  almost  the  force  of  a  personal  ex- 
month  by  month  and  year  by  year  perience  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
undiminished.  Mr.  Hunter  dwells  world, 
on  this  subject  not  by  way  of  ag- 
gravating the  horrors  of  the  scene, 

or  pointing  any  moral  of  the  de-  Dean  Stanley's*  book  about  the 

gradation  of  the  idol- worshippers —  Scotch  Church — or  rather  the  course 

for  his  view  of  the  spiritual  meaning  of  lectures  delivered  in  Edinburgh, 

which  lies  behind  all  the  myths  of  which  has  now  made  its  appearance 

Brahmanical  lore,  and  all  the  stocks  as  a  separate  volume — is  one  of  the 

♦  Lectures  on  the  History  of  tlic  Church  of  Scotland ;  delivered  in  Edinburgh  in 
18?3.    J.  Murray.    18?i. 
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very  few  instances  extant  of  a  dis-  make  up  for  the  churlish,  incivility 
passionate,  impartial,  and  almost  of  his  fellow-Churchmen ;  and  at 
more  than  impartial — a  fair,  tolerant,  the  same  time  he  has  done  more 
and  sympathetic  view  of  one  Church  than  this.  He  has  produced  a  very 
produced  by  a  member  of  another,  admirable  picture  of  those  centuries 
Such  pictures  are  very  rare,  and  of  Scotch  history,  w'hich  can  never 
their  rarity  increases  their  value,  bo  separated,  as  in  other  countries, 
Dean  Stanley  has  said  many  things  into  a  large  political  and  a  small 
for  the  Church  of  Scotland  which  ecclesiastical  chapter,  but  in  which 
no  corporation  could  so  fitly  say  for  secular  affairs  are  so  woven  in  with 
itself.  He  has  discriminated  her  in-  spiritual,  as  to  be  altogether  unin- 
dividual  aspect  with  a  fine  and  do-  tclligible  without  them.  Of  all  the 
licatc  touch ;  and  what  is  still  more  odd  devices  ever  practised  in  history, 
difficult,  he  has  done  all  this  without  the  expedient  of  depreciating  the 
a  trace  of  that  condescending  affabil-  national  importance  of  the  Church 
ity  with  which  the  most  liberal  of  of  Scotland  is  about  the  most 
English  churchmen  patronise  the  foolish.  Not  only  are  many  of  the 
homelier  "  sister  Church" — to  which  finest  and  most  romantic  episodes  in 
the  other  and  more  influential  half  of  our  annals  connected  with  it,  but 
the  Anglican  Establishment  denies  its  curious  mixture  of  charity  and 
any  standing-ground  at  all.  There  intolerance,  of  freedom  and  absolu- 
is  a  great  deal  of  bad  taste,  to  use  tism,  of  somewhat  tyrannical  detail 
the  lightest  expression,  in  the  atti-  and  minute  matter  of  fact  with  a 
tudo  assumed  by  English  Church-  visionary  idealism  so  lofty  as  to  be 
men  generally  towards  the  Church  of  comprehensible  only  to  the  impas- 
Scotland;  its  only  counterpart  and  sioned  imagination,  have  become 
fitting  retribution  being  the  equal  the  very  essence  of  the  national 
or  perhaps  superior,  though  in  some  character.  Dean  Stanley  does  full 
points  of  view  more  justifiable,  justice  to  what  we  may  call  the 
bad  taste  with  which  the  zealous  secular  importance  of  the  position 
Roman  Catholic  treats  the  Church  assumed  by  the  Church  in  Scotland, 
of  England.  The  calm  ignorance  of  From  the  time  when,  so  far  as 
those  Englislunen  who  will  soon  posterity  and  the  interests  of  the 
crowd  out  the  native  Scots  from  world  were  concerned,  Columba 
their  own  moors  and  lochs,  of  the  very  and  his  successors  were  Scotland, 
heart  and  essence  of  the  national  down  to  the  stirring  and  eventful 
existence  of  Scotland,  and  of  one  Reformation  period,  and  through 
of  the  most  striking  episodes  of  all  that  tremendous  episode  known 
modern  history,  is  about  as  curious  a  in  Scottish  phraseology  as  tho 
peculiarity  as  is  to  be  found  among  time  of  the  "  Persecution,"  to  the 
the  many  odd  peculiarities  of  Anglo-  calm  sway  of  Moderatism  in  the 
Saxon  character.  The  episode  of  last  century,  he  treats  its  successive 
the  Glengarry  sermons  last  year,  developments  with  a  skilful  hand; 
which  roused  so  extraordinary  an  and  the  width  of  his  sympathies 
agitation,  will  bo  fresh  in  every-  may  be  understood  from  the  fact 
body^s  memory ;  and  surely,  to  set  that  the  impassioned  and  intolerant 
all  religious  feelings  apart,  and  all  Rutherford,  at  once  tho  tenderest 
idea  of  brotherly-kindness  and  Chris-  and  fiercest  of  Scotch  polemicists, 
tian  sympathy,  a  more  unhandsome  finds  a  place  in  his  regard  and  corn- 
manner  of  receiving  hospitality  could  prehension  beside,  and  scarcely 
scarcely  have  been  imagined.  inferior  to,  the  broad  and  Catholic 
Dean  Stanley  has  done  his  best  to  sweetness  of  Archbishop  Leighton. 
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Indeed,  it  is  very  possible  that  Home,  are  honourable  to  the  Church 
to  many  Scotchmen  thoroughly  ac-  as  well  as  to  the  nation.  We  think, 
quainted  with  their  Churches  his-  however,  that  in  selecting  those 
tory,  the  beautiful  quotations  from  eminent  examples  of  the  highest 
Rutherford's  Letters  made  in  Dean  class  of  moderate  churchmen  in 
Stanley's  second  lecture  may  recall  Scotland,  Dean  Stanley  forgets  that 
a  forgotten  greatness,  almost  totally  the  calmness,  almost  amounting  to 
fallen  out  of  recollection.  A  fine  indifference,  of  their  Christianity, 
and  discriminating  mind,  full  of  whatever  might  have  been  its  im- 
fellow-feeling  with  everything  noble  mediate  effect  in  the  higher  places 
in  character  and  beautiful  in  senti-  of  the  national  life,  degenerated  in 
ment  and  expression,  cannot  touch  their  inferior  brethren  into  (in  many 
the  page  of  history  without  calling  cases,  a  complete  negation  of  re- 
forth  those  faded  pictures  which  re-  ligion,  and  was,  by  this  means, 
quire  the  warmth  of  human  sympa-  highly  detrimental  to  the  spiritual 
thy  to  make  them  clear ;  and  this  character  of  the  country.  No  mass 
action  of  the  warm  and  living  fire  of  .people  was  ever  yet  penetrated  by 
of  genial  humanity  is  visible  those  cultivated  and  calm  percep- 
throughout  almost  every  page  of  these  tions  of  the  beauties  of  Christianity, 
Lectures.  Dean  Stanley  does  not  that  deification  of  abstract  principles, 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  less  amiable  mild  worship  of  virtue,  culture,  and 
features  of  Scotch  character  and  enlightenment,  which  were  their 
churchmanship  ;  out  it  is  more  con-  highest  sentiments.  Such  principles 
genial  to  his  nature  to  turn  to  those  may  preserve  the  higher  minds  of 
aspects  with  which  he  is  most  in  men  who,  by  their  temperament  or 
sympathy,  and  which  his  very  position,  are  set  above  the  vulgar 
sympathy  brings  to  life  as  by  a  forms  of  temptation ;  but  we  do  not 
charm.  think  that  they  have  ever  been  found 
The  chief  point  to  which  we  feel  sufficient  to  leaven  a  nation ;  and 
inclined  to  object  in  Dean  Stanley's  though  the  conditions  of  society 
admirable  estimate  of  Scotch  eccle-  which  produced,  and  were  in  their 
siasticism,  is  his  chapter  on  Moder-  turn,  reproduced,  by  such  men,  may 
ation  in  the  Church  of  Scotland.  It  be  excellent  in  a  mental  point  qf 
is  easy  to  understand  how  upon  a  view,  good  for  literature  and 
mind  so  catholic,  so  comprehensive,  toleration,  so  long  as  they  last, 
so  disinclined  to  anything  like  ana-  we  think  there  can  be  little  doubt 
thema  and  exclusion,  the  mere  name  that  their  final  and  universal 
of  "Moderate"  has  a  certain  pre-  influence  is  the  reverse  of  good, 
possessing  influence  all  the  more  that  Few  things  tend  more  effectually  to 
it  has  been  used  as  a  name  of  re-  separate  the  clasS'  which  should  be 
proach,  as  if  that  important  qual-  teachers  of  the  people,  from  the 
ity  were  unworthy  of  a  place  in  people ;  or  to  make  of  them  a  class 
the  economy  of  Christianity.  We  of  Illuminati  moved  rather  by  con- 
should  be  unworthy  Scots  if  we  ob-  tempt  than  by  sympathy  towards 
jected  in  any  way  to  the  claim  of  the  common  mass.  The  results  of 
intellectual  eminence  which  Dean  the  sway  of  such  a  cultivated,  toler 
Stanley  makes  for  those  Scotch  ant,  superior,  and  good-hum  our  edly 
divines  who,  during  this  middle  -contemptuous  party  of  religious  lead- 
period  of  Scotch  ecclesiastical  history,  ers  is,  we  think,  almost  inevitably 
carried  their  powers  into  other  fields  religious  indifference,  levity,  and 
than  that  of  theology.  Such  names  profaneness  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
as  that  of  Robertson,  Fergusson,  and  pie ;  and,   in  the  extreme  force  of 
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the  reaction,  violence,  bigotry,  and  a  they  represent  in  particular  ;  but 
doubly  narrow  religiousness  on  the  they  are  lacking  in  that  keenness  of 
part  of  those  Reformers  whom  the  true  feeling,  that  prick  and  stimulus 
next  wave  of  spiritual  earnestness  of  life,  that  touch  of  something 
brings  into  being.  The  reign  of  more  than  virtue,  something  higher 
Moderation  in  England,  as  well  as  than  intellect  which  is  necessary  to 
in  Scotland,  seems  to  us  to  have  move  a  nation.  Their  reign  is  flat 
most  distinctly  produced  this  effect,  in  history,  and  passively  pernicious 
The  people  of  both  countries  were  in  morals.  They  have  the  commen* 
probaoly  never  more  entirely  under  dation  of  those  who  do  well  for 
the  sway  of  religious  indifference,  themselves  —  a  limited  and,  after 
coarse  levity,  and  a  good-humoured  all,  secondary  and  evanescent  praise ; 
debasement  of  morals  and  manners  but  they  lack  the  higher  glory  of 
than  when  their  spiritual  leaders  more  faulty  men,  the  power  of  mor- 
were  occupying  the  highest  place  in  ine  others  strongly,  of  turning  the 
the  intellectual  world,  producing  tide  of  prevailing  impulse,  of  mak* 
histories,  tragedies,  nay,  even  tri-  ing  those  spiritual  motives  which  are 
umphant  *  Apologies*  for  revealed  often  not  conducive  to  comfort  un- 
truth. These  were  the  days  of  derstood  among  men.  We  do  not 
Parson  Trullibar,  and  of  the  more  refuse  to  acknowledge  their  part^ 
genial  but  not  more  spiritual  minis-  among  others,  in  building  up  the 
ters  who  have  contributed  many  an  corporation  of  the  Church,  and 
excellent  story  to  Dean  Ramsay's  widening  its  material  and  mental 
famous  collections.  It  is  beyond  bases ;  but  the  spiritual  influence 
all  question  the  most  humorous  which,  apart  from  all  questions  of 
period  of  the  Church  in  Scotland ;  internal  economy,  is  the  great  use 
and  Dean  Stanley  appreciates  fully  of  every  Church,  was,  we  believe,  at 
that  most  characteristic  humour;  the  lowest  ebb  under  their  sway; 
but  it  certainly  was  the  least  spin-  and  naturally  so — such  an  influence 
tual  and  the  least  elevated.  Dr.  being  far  from  the  first  in  their 
Stanley,  indeed,  as  much  as  con-  thoughts,  and  indeed  comparatively 
f esses  this,  by  allowing  that  during  without  importance  in  their  mild 
last  century  the  interest  of  the  and  intellectual  sphere, 
historical  observer  shifts  from  the  Dean  Stanley*s  remarks  upon 
Established  Church  of  Scotland  to  what  we  mav  venture  to  call  the 
the  persecuted  Episcopalian  rem-  Absolutist  side  of  the  religious  de- 
nant,  which  then  held  the  posi-  velopment  of  Scotland,  strike  us 
tion  of  suffering  and  struggle  as  more  true  and  wisely  character- 
which  the  Revolution  Settlement  ised.  In  speaking  of  the  great 
had  abolished  so  far  as  the  Na-  event  of  the  Disruption  in  1843, 
tional  Church  was  concerned.  Ease,  the  only  romantic  incident  of  mo- 
comfort,  satisfaction  with  one's  own  dem  religion,  he  discriminates  very 
condition,  general  urbanity  and  judiciously  between  the  generosity 
toleration,  even  when  conjoined  and  loftiness  of  individual  senti- 
with  high  intellectual  advancement,  ment  and  the  weakness  of  funda- 
though  delightful  socially,  are  nei-  mental  principle.  **  There  was  no 
ther  interesting  nor  influential  na-  other  country  in  the  world,"  he 
tionally.  They  may  give  dignity  to  says,  "  where  so  noble  a  testimonT 
the  deliberations  of  an  Assembly,  could  have  been  borne  to  the  sacred- 
and  convey  to  strangers  a  more  ness  and  tenderness  of  scrupulous 
elevated  opinion  of  ecclesiastical  consciences.  But  it  is  no  less  true 
bodies  in  general,  and  the  Church  that  in   no  other    country    in    the 
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world  would  the  consciences  of  so  not  every  congregation,  after  more 
many  able  and  excellent  men  have  or  less  squabbling,  should  have  the 
been  so  deeply  wounded  by  the  absolute  right  of  electing  its  minis- 
intricacies  of  a  legal  suit,  of  which  ter  I  The  idea  of  rending  a  nation' 
the  point  at  issue  can  only  be  un-  in  two  for  this,  is  less  lofty  and  less 
derstood  by  a  searching  investiga-  satisfactory.  There  is  the  most 
tion  of  conflicting  statements,  even  curious  contrast  between  this  ab- 
amongst  those  who  are  most  keen  solutist  protest  and  demonstration 
in  the  controversy."  These  words  of  idealism,  and.  the  indifference  of 
sum  up  the  whole  matter  with  the  early  Scottish  Church,  which 
wonderful  conciseness  and  force.  Dean  Stanley  skilfully  indicates,  to 
The  sacrifice  by  four  hundred  men  any  unchangeable  theory  of  Church 
of  their  whole  subsistence  for  a  government  Probably  of  all  Scotch 
matter  of  conscience,  is  a  fact  which  chiurchmen  known  to  fame,  Knox 
must  strike  everybody  capable  of  would  have  been  the  one  most  sur- 
being  moved  by  generous  effort  with  prised  and  most  disturbed  by  the 
a  very  rapture  of  surprised  enthu-  Free  Church's  romance  of  Ecclesi- 
siasm.     But  the  moment  we  begin  asticism. 

to  bring  the  cause  of  this  sacrifice  We  cannot  do  better  than   sum 

down  to  the  ordinary  practical  rules  up  by  a  quotation,  which   at  once 

of  human  existence,   our  first  im-  embodies    Dean    Stanley's     theory 

pulse  of  simple  applause  is  curiously  and  shows  how  charmingly  he  can 

checked.     The  best  that  can  be  said  tell  a  story,  while  at  the  same  time 

of  it  is,  that  it  is  the  triumph  of  the  it  offers  a  pleasant  precedent  for  his 

abstract  over  the  real,  of  an  imprac-  own  position,  and  example  for  times 

ticable  ideal  over  all  the  restraints  to  come.      It  is  from   his  sermon 

of  fact  and  the  conditions  of  human  preached  in   Greyfriars'  Church  in 

nature.     It  is  a  great  deal  more  like  Edinbiurgh,  which  is  printed  at  the 

the  late  movement  in   the  Church  beginning  of  his  Lectures,  and  called 

of  Rome  than  any  other  we  know  "  The  Eleventh  Commandment :" 
of,  although  the  one  tends  to  auto- 
cratic and  the  other  to  democratic 

absolutism  Both  are  an  attempt  to  u  gut  there  is  yet  another  eleventh 
separate  the  Church  from  the  state  commandment,  not  of  the  world,  nor 
— the  soul  from  the  body,  as  it  were  yet  of  mere  chorches  or  secte— the  true 
— rejecting  the  thousand  complex  eleventh  commandment  of  the  Chris- 
bonds  of  union  between  the  one  ^"^  T^mon,  I  have  spoken  of  that 
J  xv  11.  T  V  ri.  A.  X  Samaritan  commandment  as  I  have 
and  the  other.  In  both  the  step  seen  it  far  away  in  the  sunny  vale  of 
originated  in  a  legitimate  endeavour  Shechem,  beneath  the  grey  cliffs  of 
to  make  the  Church  its  own  ruler.  Mount  Gcrizim.  May  I  Introduce  this 
and  to  exempt  the  spiritual  from  ChrisUan  commandment  by  a  scene 
♦u«  o«.«^  ^t  W^  «^«.,ir«  V.,.*  !>««,  nearer  home,  withm  the  bounds  of 
the  sway  of  the  secular;   but  how  „^^^    ^wn    kingdom    and    Church    of 

curiously  the  sublimity  of  the  the-  Scotland  — a    story    known,  doubtless, 

ory  becomes  ridiculous  when  it  is  to    many    among    you,    but    which    a 

brought   down   to    matter   of  fact  I  stranger  may  be  permitted  to  recall  ? 

1*\^^   it  tt<^«/1oK;«x  ^f  nii-i'c*"  K««   ««  There  may  be  some  here  present  who 

The      Headship  of  Christ    has  an  j^^^^  ^^^(^^  ^^^  retired   vale  of  An- 

imposing   sound,  whether   it  means  ^oth,  on  the  shores  of  Galloway.     In 

the   headship   of   Christ's   Vicar   or  the   seventeenth   century   the   minister 

the  sway  of  the  Kirk-Session ;  but  of  the  parish  of  Anwoth  was  the  fa- 

the  doctrine  is  curiously  confusing  "SIJ?    ^om^xc]    Rutherford,    the    great 

y,       V    o  v,i«  v/«oy   ^y       o    g  reUfflous  oraclc  of  the  Covenanters  and 

when  we  come  to  consider  it  under  their  adherents.    It  was,  as  all  reader* 

the  aspect  of  a  question  whether  or  of  his  letters  will  remember,  the  spot 
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which  he  most  loved  on  earth.  The 
very  Bwallows  and  8i)arrows  which 
found  their  nesU  in  tlie  cliurch  of 
An  wo  til  were,  when  far  away,  the 
ol)jects  of  liid  atfectionatc  envy.  Ita 
hills  and  valleys  were  the  witnesses  of 
his  ardent  devotion  when  livlnj; ;  they 
still  retain  his  memory  with  unsliakeh 
fidelity.  It  is  one  of  the  traditions 
thus  cherished  on  the  spot,  that  on  a 
^i:lturday  eveninj^,  at  one  of  those 
.'■•  iMy  jjatherina^s  whence,  in  the  lan- 
igUU^c  of  the  great  Scottish  poet, 

*  Old  Scotla^B  grandcnr  spriog^,* 

when  Rutherford  was  catechising  his 
children  and  servants,  that  a  stranfcer 
knoeki^d  at  the  door  of  the  manse,  and 
(like  the  young  Enj^lish  traveller  in 
the  cclebnited  romance  which  has 
given  fresh  life  to  those  same  hills  in 
our  own  age)  begged  tihelter  for  the 
night.  The  minister  kindly  received 
him,  and  a^ked  him  to  take  his  place 
junongst  the  family,  and  assist  at  their 
religious  senices. '  It  happened  that 
the  ([ue>tion  in  the  catechism  which 
came  to  the  stranger's  turn  was  that 
which  asks,  *  How  many  command- 
ments are  there  V  He  answered, 
'  Eleven.'  *  Eleven  I '  exclaimed  Rutlier- 
ford.  *  I  am  surprised  that  a  person 
of  your  age  and  appearance  should  not 
know  better.  What  do  you  mean  ? ' 
And  he  answered,  *  A  new  command- 
ment I  give  unto  you  that  ye  love  one 
another.  As  I  have  loved  you,  that 
you  also  love  (me  another.  *  By  this 
shall  all  men  know  that  you  are  My 
disciples,  if  ye  have  h)vc  one  to  an- 
other.' Rutherford  was  much  im- 
pressed by  the  answer,  and  they  re- 
tired to  rest.  The  n(?xt  morning  he 
n)se  earlv  to  meditate  on  the  services 
of  tlie  day.  Tiie  old  manse  of  An- 
woth  Ft(HKl  —  its  site  is  still  pointed 
out  —  iu  the  comer  of  a  field  near  the 
hillside,  and  thence  a  long  winding 
wooded  path,  still  called  Rutherford's 
Walk,  leads  to  the  clmreh.  Through 
this  glen  he  passed  ;  and  as  he  thread- 
ed his  way  through  the  thicket  he 
lu'urd  amongst  the  trees  the  voice  of 
the  stmnger  at  his  moruing  devotions. 
The  elevation  of  the  sentiments  and 
of  the  expressions  convinced  him  that 


it  was  no  common  man.  He'  accosted 
hiin,  and  the  traveller  confessed  tliat 
he  was  no  other  than  the  great  diviuc 
and  scholar.  Archbishop  Usher,  the 
Primate  of  tlic  Church  of  Ireland,  one 
of  the  best  and  most  learned  men  of 
his  age,  who  well  fultilled  that  new  com- 
mandment in  the  love  which  he  won 
and  which  he  bore  to  others ;  one  of  the 
few  links  of  Christian  charity  between 
tlie  lierec  contending  factions  of  that 
time,  devot^'d  to  King  Charles  I.  in 
his  lifetime,  and  honoured  in  his  grave 
by  the  Protector  Cromwell.  Ho  it  was 
who,  attracted  by  Rutherford's  fame, 
had  thus  come  in  disguise  to  sec  him 
in  the  privacy  of  his  own  house.  Tlie 
stem  Covenanter  welcomed  the  strans^c 
prelate;  side  by  side  they  pursued 
their  way  along  Rutherford's  Walk  to 
the  little  church,  of  which  the  nilus 
still  remain,  and  in  that  small  PresbT- 
terian  sanctuary,  from  Rutherfonfs 
rustic  jmlpit,  the  Archbishop  preaelicd 
to  the  i»eoi>le  of  Anwoth  on  tlie  words 
which  hud  so  startled  his  host  the  even- 
ing before :  '  A  new  commandment  I 
give  unto  vou,  that  ve  love  one  ano- 
ther.'" 

We  take  up  the  weighty  volumes 
which  contaiu  the  remains  of  the  late 
distinguished  scholar  Professor  Con- 
ington,*  with  less  inclination  to  criti- 
cise his  work  than  to  make  acquaint- 
ance with  the  man — a  man  of  a  type 
which  is  becoming  rare,  and  which 
has  if  not  an  active  and  powerful, 
yet  certainly  a  very  evident  influ- 
ence upon  the  rising  race.  The 
memoir,  however,  here  given  to  us 
is  a  very  meagre  and  shadowy  one. 
"The  lives  of  literary  men  do  not 
often  ofTcr  any  considerable  variety 
of  incident,"  says  the  biographer, 
**  and  that  of  Professor  Conington  was 
far  from  being  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule.''  lie  died  while  still 
comparatively  young,  as  so  many 
such  men  do,  leaving  nothing  be- 
hind him  but  the  reminiscences  of 
the  University,  and  the  still  more 
noiseless  ones  of  tlie  family,  to  record 
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the  blameless  existence  which  he  a  scholar.  He  could  read  for  his 
lived  upon  this  earth  for  forty-four  own  amusement  at  the  age  of  three 
years.  He  was  a  typical  scholar,  years  and  a-half.  At  six  he  slept 
the  very  impersonation  of  that  fine  wiith  his  Bible  imdcr  his  pillow, 
tact,  fine  memory,  and  fine  mental  that  he  might  begin  to  read  it  as 
instinct,  if  we  may  use  such  a  word,  soon  as  he  should  wake.  When  he 
which  serve  a  man  heir  to  the  was  eight  years  old  "he  would 
wealth  of  the  past  and  make  him  its  amuse  himself  by  comparing  differ- 
best  interpreter  to  the  present.  That  ent  editions  of  Virgil,  and  even  bc- 
these  qualities  which  make  up  a  fore  he  was  eight  he  repeated  a 
heaven  -born  translator  were  in-  thousand  lines  of  Virgil  to  his 
creased  and  enlarged  by  a  consider-  father."  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  a 
able  critical  power  in  the  higher  clergyman — the  Rev.  Richard  Con- 
sense  of  the  word,  his  articles,  re-  ington  of  Fishtoft,  near  Boston — 
published  in  these  volumes,  upon  and  the  grave  and  studious  child 
several  of  Shakespeare's  dramas  and  was  very  early  leavened  with  Bible- 
other  subjects,  will  fully  evidence,  training,  as  well  as  with  the  begin- 
Such  studies,  however,  were  but  ning  of  classical  knowledge.  In  1838, 
the  pastimes  of  his  mind.  His  when  he  was  thirteen,  he  exhausted 
chief  vocation  was  that  of  an  inter-  all  his  pocket-money  in  buying  a 
preter,  and  his  life  was  spent  in  the  copy  of  Sotheby's  Homer,  which  he 
occupation  of  conveying  to  the  un-  found  at  a  book-shop — a  very  sig- 
learncd  the  wisdom  and  sentiments  nificant  acquisition.  Immediately 
of  some  (5f  the  greatest  voices  of  the  after,  he  was  sent  to  Rugby.  Those 
past.  This  is  an  important  office,  critics  to  whom  a  boy  is  nothing 
but  yet  it  is  to  a  certain  extent  a  if  not  muscular,  will  possibly  lose 
humble  one.  When  it  is  taken  up  their  interest  in  him  when  they  are 
by  a  man  of  original  talent,  there  is  told  that  this  young  scholar  had  no 
a  certiiin  self-abnegation  in  it  which  love  for  athletics.  **  He  probably 
fills  the  reader  with  surprised  admi-  never  took  part  in  a  game  of  cricket 
ration.  It  conveys  to  us  an  irapres-  or  football  except  against  his  will," 
sion  of  self-denial  and  intellectual  his  biographer  ventures  to  say ;  and 
humility  ;  though,  perhaps,  these  perhaps  for  that  reason  Dr.  Arnold, 
modest  sentiments  are  less  inevi-  notwithstanding  his  wonderful  in- 
tablc  in  the  midst  of  the  learned  sight  into  the  minds  of  boys,  did 
leisure  of  a  University  life,  where  not  fully  understand  this  one,  whose 
the  great  poets  of  antiquity  are  quiet  and  thoughtful  nature  was 
nearer  to  men  than  in  other  places,  prematurely  serious,  and  whose  let- 
and  where  the  exact  rendering  of  a  ters  have  a  gravity  about  them  from 
phrase  or  a  similitude  seems  a  greater  his  earliest  years  which  seems  ex- 
thing  than  it  does  in  more  active  cessive.  However,  in  1839,  at  four- 
life,  teen  years  of  age,  he  had  beaten  all 
;Mr.  Conington  was  one  of  the  the  other  boys  in  his  form  by  the 
men  of  whom  we  may  say  that  gigantic  overplus  of  one  thousand 
Oxford  was  made  for  them  and  they  three  hundred  marks,  a  success  such 
for  Oxford.  as  very  seldom  shines  upon  a  school- 
boy's career.     At  eighteen  he  went 

"  ITc  would  rather  have  at  Ilia  bcd-hend  f.     a^fn.r'A     VmTrSnrv    fi,.of      Ur.rw^r.rrr^Y' 

Twenty  books  yclothed  in  black  or  red/'  \^    Oxford     having   tirst,    however, 

let   loose   his   youthful    opinion    m 

than  all  the  lands  and  scignory  that  respect  to  the  two  universities  in  a 

fortune  could  bestow  upon  him.  From  remarkable  manner.     He   had  been 

the  very  beginning  of  his  life  he  was  led,   from   attentive    observation   of 
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the  two  systems,  he  sa3's,  to  a  con-  I  have  picked  up  something  in  con- 
clusion   that    neither  was    perfect  sequence  of  leaving  England  ;  "  *'  in- 
And  the  way  in  which  the  serious  deed,"  he  adds,  "  it  would  be  a  pity 
boy  of  eighteen  declares  his  judg-  if  it  were  not  so,  as  it  is  really  the 
ment  on  the  matter  has  a  solemnity  only  thing  to  my  mind  which  can 
about    it    not    unusual    to    youth,  justify  going  abroad  at  all,  consider- 
though    its    curiously    formal    and  ing  the  superiority  in  almost  every 
didactic  form  is  little  adapted  to  his  way  of  what  one  leaves    behind." 
age.      "VVe  do  not  indeed,  from  the  This  is  not  a  very  improving  sentl- 
specimens  before  us,  agree  in  what  ment  for  a  young  traveller,  and  it 
his  biographer  says  of  the  freedom  reveals    a    certain    insensibility    to 
and  happiness  of  Conington*s  epis-  external  influences  which  is  strongly 
tolary  style.      It  seems   to  us,   on  opposed  to  the  usual   temperament 
the  contrary,  somewhat  heavy  and  of  genius.      It  was  only  in  1864  that 
elaborate,  with  a  distinct  conscious-  he  was  elected  to  the  chair  of  Latin 
ness  of  intellectual  effort  which   is  in   Oxford,  and  in  the  interval  be- 
not  pleasant  in  a  letter.     Perhaps,  tween    he    hesitated,   as    so   many 
however,   correspondence    which    is  3*oung  men  do,  not  quite  knowing 
strictly  on  intellectual  subjects,  and  what  to  make  of  the  problem  of  his 
contains  little  of  the  ebb  and  flow  own  life.      He  did  a  little  reading 
of  personal  feeling,  can  scarcely  be  for  the  law,  and  a  little  writing  for 
expected  to  escape  from  this  heavi-  the  newspapers  ;  the  latter  somewhat 
ness  of  form.  fitfully,  for  he  wrote  well,  his  bio- 
Conington's  career  at  college  was  grapher    tells    us,   "  only  when    he 
brilliant ;  he  gained  both  the  Ireland  wrote   from    strong  .conviction,"   a 
and  Hertford    scholarships    in  one  state  of  things  very  unlikely  to  be 
year,  the  highest  classical  distinctions  attainable  in    respect  to  any    sub- 
of  the  University ;  and  though  not  ject  treated  in  the  pages  of  a  news- 
quite  so  fortunate  in  lesser  matters,  paper.     His  real  vocation,  however, 
distinguished    himself    highly,    and  had  been  attained  when  he  returned 
concluded  his  education  by  his  elec-  to  Oxford,  and  from    that  moment 
tion  to  a  fellowship  at  the  Univer-  till  ,the   end    of  his  life  he  had   no 
sity    College    in    1848,   being  then  longer  any  difficulty  about  what  was 
twenty-three.     Nor  was  it  entirely  his  sphere  and  duty, 
in  scholarship  that  we  find  him  in-  It  is  here,  however,  that  his  bio- 
teresting  himself.      He  was  a  dis-  grapher  informs    us   of   a    circum- 
tinguished  member  of  the  **  Union,"  stance  which  gives  a  strange  beauty 
and  took  a  considerable  share    in  ^nd  meaning  to   this  otherwise  un- 
its debates.     The  political  extracts  noticeable  and  uneventful  existence, 
from  his  letters  are  dry,   like  the  Conington  had  received  the  religious 
other  extracts ;  they  are  almost  too  education  natural  to  a  child  brought 
well  expressed,  but  there  is  little  up   in  a   parsonage    by  pious  and 
individuality  in  them,  and  nothing  exemplary   parents;   but  when  his 
of  the  natural  instinctive  charm  of  youth  matiured  into  manhood,  and 
self-revelation.      They  afford  us  as  his  life  settled  down  into  the  serious 
little  information  about  his  charac-  channel  of  work  and  duty,  the  ha- 
ter ns  they  do  about  the  colour  of  bitual    religiousness    of    his    early 
his  eyes  or  the    clothes  he  wore,  years,    and    the    intellectual    haze 
The  only  real  characteristic  touch  we  which    had    come    over    that    reli- 
notice  is  that  in  which,  writing  from  giousness    under    the    influence    ci 
Dresden,  he  expresses  a  hope  *^that  education  were  suddenly  superseded 
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by  a  more  potent  influence.     That  rell^on,  as  he  had  learned  them  In  hi8 

strange  crisis   in  life  when  a  man  childhood,    the   sole   goycrnliig   printi- 

realises  all  that  he  has  been  taught  {1^°^'' — Icn'Sy  ^dU^^^^d'^Tl^" 
to  beheve,  and  exchanges  vague  gome  little  time  before  his  mind  com- 
•  faith  for  absolute  conviction,  came  pletely  recovered  ita  calmness  and 
to  the  scholar  unawares,  as  it  has  ^^nei^gy,  and  before  a  settled  and  cheer- 
done  to  so  many.  Had  that  little  ^^}.  ^ff^.'^Punf  .*^^^\''^"'^^^^^^' 
r  /-•  •  _x  u  1*  "*^  ">r  a  while  overshadowed  him. 
memoir  of  tonmgton  been  a  reh-  There  is  a  perfect  love  which  casts  out 
gious  biography,  no  doubt  this  fear;  but  it  Is  not  in  every  saintly  life 
would  have  been  called  his  conver-  that  this  perfection  is  realised;  and 
sion.  And  though  this  peculiar  perhaps  of  Conington  it  mav  be  true  to 
«K«-c,«^i««^  :«  ««*  *^->i^^iwi  «.«*  say  .that  his  mmd  was  at  all  times  too 
phraseology   is    not  employed,    yet  p^^^   ^  ^wcll   on   the   awfulness   of 

the  mysterious  crisis,  it  is  apparent,  eternity,  and  not  ready  enough  to  talvo 

was  unmistakable.     Such  a  moment  comfort  in  the  thought  of  eternal  love. 

is     sufficient     to     give    interest    to  Perhaps   also   he  never   again    allowed 

the  flattest    and   dullest  existence,  ^™f  1'  ^l,u^^lf^S^j\^^!T^^^'?' 

J   ..      ...  1        i.       -Ai-  with  all  matters  of  human  converse  in 

and  It  strikes  us  almost  with   awe  ^^ich  he  had  previously  indulj^cd.    In 

when   it   suddenly   appears— like    a  after  years  he  used  not  to  advert  to  the 

relic  of  the  ancient  primitive  times,  circumstances  of   the  chanj^e  that  had 

when  God  and  man  communicated  ^*^^n   place   in   him;    at  the   time  he 

^^ „:„:ui„   ♦!,„„    ^^„     f««^    yx„*  spoke  of  It  to  his  intimate  friends,  ud- 

more   vis  bly   than    now— from   out  rl^crvcdly,  it  is  true,  but  in  the  simplest 

the    gentle    calm    of    the    scholar  s  language,  and  without  any  unnecessary 

blameless  life,  disturbed  by  no  pas-  dwelling    on    details.      It    cannot    be 

sion,    convulsed  by  no  vices.     It  is  wrong  to  record  that  he  counted  among 

thus  described,  in  restrained  brevity  ^^frTV ^'T'^fy  *°??  ^  whom  that 

vuu^  v4vov.ixv^v.,  .II  xvoM»  ^%.^«^x«.*tvj  ^ijich    had  befallen    him    was    unintel- 

and  senousness  which  suit  the  sub-  ligiblc    except    when   r^arded   as   the 

ject,   by  the  friend  who  writes  his  passing  weakness   of    an   overwrought 

memoir : brain,  and  to  whom  it  was  as  unwel- 
come as  it  was  unintelligible.  But  the 
deep  affectionateness    and    sincerity    of 

11  **  41^  ♦•  ^  -*  ^1 1  1  \^  »,«^  „^..,  his  character  prevented  any  one  of  hii^ 
*;At  Uie  time  at  which  he  had  now  friendships  from  being  broken,  or  even 
arnved,  a  change  passed  over  tlie  t^nor  strained,  by  such  a  divergence  of  scnti- 
of  his  thoughts-a  change  which  was  ^ent:  he  was,  in  fact,  incapable  of 
OS  sudden  as  it  was  complete  and  en-  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^j  whom  he  had  onctr 
during.  As  he  described  t  himself,  a  ^^^  ^^^  jj  ^^^  interests  were  some- 
sense  of  the  reality  of  eternal  things  ^j^^^  narrowed,  thev  became  even  more 
was  iiisUmtaneously  bonie  in  upon  j^tense;  nor  were  they  la  any  manner 
nm  while  he  was  engaged  in  one  of  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  subjects.  Itis  enjov- 
his  ordinary  occupations.  For  some  ^^^  ^^  philology,  ot  poetical  criti- 
weeks  his  mind  was  agitated  and  un-  .  ^^^  Utemtnre.  became  keener 
strung  by  this  overwhelming  conscious-  than*  ever;  and  if  he  can^d  less  than 
iiess  of  the  immediate  presence  of  ^e  formerly  for  social  and  politieal  (,ue>- 
terrors  of  the  unseen  world  He  waa  ^j  ,;;,  ^^^  „„  ^„^  prominent 
unable  to  take  any  interest  in,  or  even  ^^^  '.,^  ^^^^  cver-reeiininjr  discussions 
t.)  give  any  sustoined  attention  to  ^^^^j  ^  ^^  ^^-^^  ^^  refonus  uf 
any  subject  not  directly  attecting  the  ^  Universitv  " 
momcntou.s  quei»tions  which  engaged  "*  ^  •>• 
his  thought*.  He  would  not  even 
read  the  Now  Testament  in  Greek, 
apparently    because    tlie   very  language 

sugiTosted    associations   which   for    the        The  strange,   half-apologctic  tone 

time   had   become   repugnant   to   him  jj,  ^^ixch  this    tuniing-polnt  of  life 
When   lie  ernerired  from    this    state  oi.,         'ij'      i         t,  ili 

depression,  it  i^^is  with  the  fixed  deter-  »»  chronicled  is  almost  as  remarkable 

minatiou    to  make   the   obligations   of  as  the  incident  itsdf.     Such  an  m- 
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vasion  of  the  supcmaturcal  into  or-  a^*  lie  liPtoned  anew  to  those,  liis  mind 

dinary  existence  has  no  place  in  the  was   harrowed    by   the   terrible   doubt 

LM  "^     1-         *     xu       I  •  ui     i_  •      1  whether  indeed  thcv  had  any  personal 

philosophy    of     the     hi}rhly-tramed  interest  for  him.    While  his  conselous- 

modern  intellect.     The  little  crowd  ness  n^maincd  unimpaired  by  the  poi- 

of  scholars,  critics,  and  philosophers  F(>n  wliich  was  worlviiip  in    his  l)lood, 

is  vapuely  disturbed  by  it,  partially  J»»J  f^l'^ ,"/.  «"'^^^;^>'  and  depression 
,.  ^^  .:  ^t  u  «^j  u  »4«o  «r^«r«T  lu»tcd  ;  but  those  who  watched  bv  his 
disapprove  of  it,  hnd  it  »;  as  unwel-    ^,^.^^^.^^'^.  observed  tliut  it  vanished  at  the 

come   as   it   is   unintelligible,      but,     ^y^i  npi)roach   uf   the  dehrium   which 

bound  by  that  high  code  of  honour    was   to  end    in  death.    His  nttenmecs 

which  cannot  refuse  to  bow  to  the    were  now  full  of  triumph:  and  so  lone 

personal  testimony  of  a  man  whose  '«*  «"y  [^»^"t  "^^^t  of  rciison  remained 
*       ,     1:  .^  J  unqiicnched,      hw      wandering      wordu 

good    faith    IS    unquQStionable,    are    ^^,^,{^,^^  to  tell  of  a  divine  ee^tasy.    At 
forced   to   respect   and    allow   what    one  time  Ik;  would  again  and  a;riun  re- 
they  cannot  understand.     A  century    i>cat  tlie  liuo:*,  wlience  taken  none  of 
:igo,  probably,  Conington  would  pro-    tlie  listeners  knew,— 
bably  have  been  calmly  set  down  as  a    *.  x,»^^.  ,1^^  vi^i<)n  Is  complete ; 
fanatic;    but   Oxford   now   is  more       Thi^  i^  the  way  ihcy.  speak  in  heaven  ;'* 
respectful  of  the  phenomena  of  the    ^^.^^.^^  ^  j.^^^^  j^^^^^  ,^j^  thouglito 

mind,  even  when  she  docs  not  ap-  ^^.^.^^  tti  turn  onec  more  to  earUi,  or  it 
prove  of  them.  Altogether,  the  in-  least  to  her  wlio  on  earth  was  dearest  to 
cident  and  the  way  in  which  it  is  him.  'There  wiis  God,  and  mc,  and  mv 
told  give  a  singular  interest  to  Pro-  motlier;  und  I  wa,j  her  guardian  angcL'*' 
fessor  Conington's  life. 

The  same  fact  invests  his  death  How  wonderful,  how  touching 
with  the  most  touching  interest,  is  this  conclusion !  Nothing  in  the 
Perhaps  to  the  reader  Conington's  poets  he  loved  can  surpass  that  in- 
iiame  may  mean  only  scholarship,  cfHxble  rapture  of  the  soul  which, 
only  the  mass  of  careful  translation  once  hid  in  God,  forgot  all  its 
and  accurate  and  searching  criticism  doubts,  its  difficulties,  and  discour- 
which  he  has  left  behind  him.  Yet  agcmcnts.  His  Virgil,  even  at  that 
we  cannot  but  think  that  a  higher  solemn  voyage  which  he  made  into 
interest  altogether  comes  into  it  from  the  depths  of  Hades,  has  recorded 
the  cri.<is  above  recorde<l,  and  from  nothing  more  mysterious  and  solemn, 
the  alFecting  narrative  of  its  conclu-  To  find  such  spiritual  incidents  in 
sion.  He  died  almost  suddenly,  the  life  of  an  Oxford  scholar  of  the 
after  an  illness  of  about  a  week ;  and  present  day,  is  to  realise  more  than 
the  account  of  his  last  hours  cannot  the  modern  mind  is  often  permitted 
be  better  given  than  in  his  bio-  to  do,  that  this  is  the  very  same 
grapher's  simple,  brief,  and  serious  world  in  which  many  a  miracle  and 
(lescription  of  it.  wonder  have  been  wrought — the  same 

earth  from  which  has  opened  di- 
"Tlie  whole  truth  was  communi-  rectly  to  many,  for  hundreds  of 
eatt'd  without  re>*erve  to  the  suti'erer,  years  past,  the  very  gate  of  heaven. 
who  even  know  how  many  hours  he  Xo  estimate  the  work  of  such  a 
had  to  live.  As  soon  its  some  neces-  ^^^  ^^  Conington,  is  to  oiu-selvcs  a 
sary    l)usiue.-s    was  done,   he  dismissed  ,    ,  ♦«r„i  *„.,i-  *u««  ^^  ^^™ 

all  eartlilv  cares,  ami  set  himself  to  much  less  pTatcf ill  task  than  to  COm- 
prepare  f^.r  the  immediate  pre.-cnec  of  memorate  his  life.  J  hat  tine  scholar- 
death.  Not  in  the  remembrance  of  a  phip,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  great- 
life  useful  and  innocent  as  his  uiiist  be    ^^^  modern    examples,    and   which, 

^:;;:;^r  t""'.;";:;'':."'  \t  i:l^Z^  tl'o«frft  exquisite  >«  verbal  ami  gram- 
..'juld  he  find  any  comfort.    And  over    matical  science,  does  not  conhne  itself 
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to  that,  but  is  at  the  same  time  not  be  Conington*s.  So  far  as  we 
profoundly  sensitive  to  every  inspi-  are  aware,  no  other  interpreter  of 
ration  of  the  great  genius  of  the  classic  genius  has  shown  so  much 
past,  can  never  be  anything  but  a  versatile  power  of  expression,  or 
great  endowment,  and  can  never  lose  given  himself  so  much  trouble  in 
its  high  place  in  the  judgment  of  the  endeavour  to  open  his  favourite 
cultivated  men.  It  seems  to  our-  literature  to  the  English  nation.  He 
selves,  however,  rather  the  flower  and  has  done  something  for  all  tastes ; 
perfection  of  the  cultivated  intelli-  from  the  flowing  measure  of  Scott 
gence,  the  bright  and  finest  product  — ^a  measure  which,  we  frankly  con- 
of  the  age,  than  a  real  influence  in  fess,  seems  to  us  curiously  inappro- 
it  Generations  of  grammarians,  priate,  mixing  the  Classic  poet  with 
crowds  of  duller  scholars  working  the  rude  Gothic  bard  in  the  strangest 
conscientiously  all  their  lives  long  at  confusion — to  the  stately  and  some- 
verbs  and  articles,  get  quickened  now  what  artificial  sweetness  of  Spenser, 
and  then  by  some  stray  touch  of  is  a  great  leap  to  make  ;  and  the 
genius,  and  produce  a  Conington;  poetic  prose  of  the  iEneid  and 
and  there  the  process  ends,  having  Georgics  given  in  the  present  volume 
no  further  issue  possible.  He  is  a  is  a  style  equally  distant  from  both, 
climax,  not  an  origin  ;  the  influences  His  work  in  .the  Spenserian  stanza 
which  go  out  from  him  are  neces-  was  a  labour  of  love.  He  made  this 
sarily  smaller  than  himself,  for  he  eflbrt,  almost  as  difficult  as  that  of 
has  reached  as  far  as  any  man  can  acquiring  a  new  language,  in  order 
reach  in  that  task  of  Interpretation  to  complete  the  translation  of  the 
which  is  circumscribed  by  so  many  *  Odyssey,'  begun  by  his  late  accom- 
conditions.  Translation  is  very  cap-  plished  and  lamented  friend,  Philip 
tivating,  but,  we  fear,  on  the  whole,  Worsley.  In  all  his  styles,  however, 
somewhat  unsatisfactory  work.  It  Conington  is  always  poetic,  always 
is  chiefly  acceptable,  we  believe,  to  true  to  the  sentiment  as  well  as  the 
those  who  have  least  need  of  it — to  sense  of  his  original ;  and  the  very 
the  readers  who  know  the  original,  limitation  of  his  probable  success, 
and  are  capable  of  seizing  all  the  fine  which  we  have  recorded,  is  at  the 
shades  of  comprehension  shown  by  same  time  his  highest  praise.  lie 
the  translator,  and  of  appreciating  must  always  be  most  appreciated  by 
^  the  difficulties  he  has  had  to  en-  those  who  are  best  fitted  to  judge, 
counter.     To  such  a  one  Conington' s 

Virgil   is   delightful,    and  no  doubt  We  have  had  perhaps  as  much  of 

this  is  the  audience  which  the  scholar  Mendelssohn   in    one  way  or    other 

would  choose  and  prefer.     But  the  as  the  literary  part  of  him  can  bear  ; 

mere  fact  that  he  is  best  appreciated  and   we    doubt   whether    the   fresh 

by  such  an  audience  makes  his  work  driblets  of  letters  which  every  now 

an  article  de  luze^  a  beautiful  super-  and  then    reach   the    public   are  of 

fluity    for    the    intellectually    rich  much  advantage  either  to  his  repu- 

rather    than    a   serious    gain  to  the  tation     or    our     enjoyment.     There 

ordinary  world.       We  doubt   much  seems,  however,  a  fervour  of  enthu- 

whethcr  the  mass  of  people  to  whom  siasm  in  the  musical  world  to  which 

Virgil  is  unknown,  except  by  name,  all   literary   enthusiasm   yields,  apd 

will  be  to  any  great  extent  attracted  which    is    a  puzzle  and  mystery  to 

by    the    translations    contained    in  the  uninitiated.     Mendelssohn's  let- 

thcsc  volumes.     But  if  we  are  right  ters  in  general  are  full  of  fresh  and 

in  our  doubt,  the  fault  will  certainly  lively    observation,    and    the    over- 
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flowings  of  a  happy  and  vivacious  lightful  exhibition — is  agreeably  set 
temperament — pleasantly  stimulated  before  us  by  his  own  brisk  hand, 
by  that  confidence  of  success  which  The  -substance  of  the  little  volume 
makes  a  man  easy  and  unembar-  was,  the  author  informs  us,  deli- 
rcssed  in  the  expression  of  his  sen-  vcred  as  a  lecture  at  a  meeting  of 
timents,  and  which  makes  success,  the  "  Historical  Science  Society," 
according  to  the  subtle  French  dis-  held  at  Freiburg,  in  Breisgau,  in 
crimination,  one  of  the  most  certain  March  last,  to  celebrate  the  esta- 
elements  of  further  successes.  The  blishment  of  the  German  Empire; 
little  book  which  bears  the  some-  and  for  such  an  occasion  it  was 
what  solemn  title  of  *  Goethe  and  no  doubt  very  suitable,  thou^ 
Mendelssohn,'*  is  in  reality  noth-  whether  it  was  worth  the  trouble  of 
ing  but  a  very  brief  record  from  publication  is  a  different  matter. 
Mendelssohn's  childish  letters  of  There  is  one  delightful  anecdote  in 
one  or  two  brief  meetings  between  it,  however,  which,  though  whimsi- 
the  boy-musician  and  the  venerable  cally  placed  in  a  volume  addressed 
poet,  in  which  the  amusing  senti-  rather  to  the  musicsA /anatieo^  than 
mentalism  of  German  hero-worship  to  the  ordinary  reader,  will,  In  this 
has  succeeded  in  making  a  great  age  of  amateiu*  concerts  and  social 
deal  out  of  very  little.  The  picture  performances,  go  to  the  heart  of 
of  the  '*  old  lion,"  however,  petting  many  a  victim.  In  the  drowsy  heat 
the  childish  pianist,  listening  for  of  these  summer  afternoons,  which 
hours  to  his  improvisings,  and  re-  fashion  devotes  to  morning  concerts, 
ceiving  a  ^^  lesson,"  in  the  shape  of  or  in  the  tropical  atmosphere  of  a 
a  succession  of  morceaux  played  in  Soir6e  Musicale,  who  has  not  felt  a 
chronological  order,  and  accompanied  longing  to  do  as  Goethe  did  ?  '*  He 
by  expositions  of  each  composer's  was  no  great  friend  to  concerts  or 
character  and  influence  on  musical  music,  in  a  general  way,"  Dr.  Kaii 
art,  from  the  "  little  Berliner,"  whom  Mendelssohn  informs  us  ;  "  and 
he  rewarded  with  a  kiss,  is  a  pretty  once  at  court,  when  a  pianoforte- 
picture.  The  strange  old  man,  player  was  in  the  middle  of  a  very 
amid  all  his  accumulated  stores  of  long  sonata,  he  got  up,  and  to  the 
knowledge,  profiting  by  the  boy's  horror  of  all  the  court  ladies  and 
fresh  studies  and  happy  genius,  to  gentlemen,  said,  ^If  it  lasts  three 
learn  a  little  more  about  an  art  minutes  longer,  I  confess  every- 
not  much  known  to  him — and  this  thing!'"  This  little  story  is  worth 
at  seventy -three — is  an  illustration  all  the  rest  of  the  book, 
worth  adding  to  the  records  of  that 

extraordinary    self-absorbed     exist-  There  is  no  more  difficult  work 

ence  to  which  every  encounter  and  for  a  contemporary  than  to  critici.se 

every  emotion  was  a  means  of  learn-  a  new  poem.     In  these  days,  verse 

ing.      The    bright    little    confident  has  come  to  be  so  easy  a  medium  of 

boy    himself,    always    affectionate,  expression  for  the  crowd  of  cultirat- 

open-hearted,  and  modest,  although  ed   persons — men    and  women  who 

full  of    that  pleasant  assurance  of  have  been  trained  upon  the    most 

his  power  to  please  which  a  harsh  delicate   fare    that    earth   provides, 

critic  might  call  vanity — but  which,  the  best  poetry  and  literature  of  the 

if  vanity,   is   at   least  its  most  de-  world,  from  their  cradles — that  it  is 

*  Goethe  and  Mendelssohn.    Translated  from  the  German  of  Dr.  Karl  Men- 
delssohn Bartholdy  by  M.  G.  von  Glehn.    Macmillan  &  Co.    1873. 
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difficult  to  discriminate  how  much  much  wanted  in  the  narrative.  The 
is  culture  and  how  much  may  be  story  is  told  with  an  adaptation  of 
the  germs  of  real  power.  The  little  the  device  adopted  by  Mr.  Brown- 
poem*  before  us  —  a  pretty  book  ing  in  the  "Ring  and  the  Book," 
with  a  harsh  title,  and  no  name  but  though  it  is,  we  need  not  say,  infi- 
tho  somewhat  uneuphonious  one  of  nitely  less  powerful,  while  at  the 
James  Maclehose,  Glasgow,  upon  its  same  time  we  must  acknowledge 
title-page — is  one  of  which,  from  less  tedious,  than  the  framework  of 
this  reason,  it  is  very  difficult  to  that  wonderful  poem.  It  is  not  the 
form  a  judgment.  Glasgow  is  same  event  told  a  great  many  times 
scarcely  the  r^on  ^to  which  we  over  by  the  different  personages,  but 
have  been  used  to  look  for  poetry,  rather  a  history  of  the  event  as  it 
but  neither  is  it  a  place  from  which  occurs,  each  individual  voice  coming 
we  should  have  expected  the  ele-  in  with  its  quota  of  personal  act  or 
gant  little  volume,  with  its  spot-  opinion.  The  heroes  part  is  con- 
less  creamy  cover,  which  is  a  ere-  fined  to  that  of  the  prelude,  in 
dit  to  Mr.  Maclehose^s  taste  and  which  he  anticipates  all  that  is  to 
invention.  Why  such  a  discord  of  befall  him,  and  specially  the  fame 
titles,  however,  should  have  con-  which  does  not,  so  far  as  we  can 
fused  its  entrance  into  the  world,  see,  crown  his  efforts — and  to  a  mo- 
we  do  not  understand.  Nothing  nologue  of  retrospection  and  resign - 
but  a  wild  Norse  tale  would  have  ed  contemplation  of  death  in  the 
justified  the  name  of  Thorold  As-  end.  The  action  is  carried  on 
gard  and  that  of  Olrig  Grange :  entirely  by  the  speeches,  if  we  may 
and  this  is  no  Norse  tale,  but  a  very  call  them  so,  of  the  beauty^ s 
simple  and  somewhat  conventional  father  and  mother,  and  her  own 
story  of  unsuccessful  love,  and  the  answer  to  Thorold's  suit ;  and  this  is 
damning  effects  of  worldliness  treat-  the  most  original  part  of  the  book. 
ed  in  the  most  modern  way.  The  We  cannot  say  that  Thorold  himself 
hero  is  one  of  those  young  men  who  strikes  us  as  at  all  original.  His 
abound  in  fiction — a  man  of  genius,  genius  (which  is  more  talked  about 
who  goes  out  of  his  secluded  home  than  made  manifest),  his  trust  in  the 
in  the  west  of  Scotland  to  win  woman  who  is  unworthy  of  him, 
fortune  and  fame  in  London,  where  his  patronising  love  for  his  sister, 
he  gains  access  to  fashionable  so-  and  even  his  religious  doubts,  are 
J  ciety,  and  falls  in  love  with  one  of  Exactly  the  sort  of  thing  which  we 
those  fashionable  beauties  capable  have  been  familiar  with  for  many  a 
of  better  things,  but  unable  to  break  day ;  and  we  cannot  congratulate  the 
the  charmed  bonds  of  society,  or  to  author  on  his  success  in  tr3ring  the 
escape  the  fate  which  compels  her  to  long-prophesied  value  of  scientific 
marry  a  wealthy  baronet,  instead  of  facts  in  poetry,  when  he  makes  the 
the  young  poet  she  prefers,  who  finding  of  a  rare  flower,  of  which  he 
also  are  to  be  found  in  modern  is  the  first  to  discover  the  habitat^  a 
romances.  There  is  a  somewhat  turning-point  in  the  life  of  his 
shadowy  background  of  the  hero's  young  poet,  which  teacheS  him  the 
twin-sister  and  her  lover,  the  Ger-  "  passion  of  science,"  and  which  he 
man  professor,  Herman  Kunst,  who  considers  as  **  almost  the  sole  mark 
is  professedly  the  editor  of  the  tale ;  to  know  that  I  have  lived."  We  are 
but  neither  Hester  nor  her  Teuton  are  disposed  to  receive  this  statement 


*  Olrig  GraDge.     Glasgow :  Maclehose.    1872. 
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either  with  absolute  incredulity  or 
with  ridicule ;  and  we  know  all 
about  Reason  "buying  clear  views 
at  a  terrible  price,"  and  about  "  old 
forms  dissolved  in  the  crucible  of 
thought."  There  might  be  interest 
in  these  crude  questionings,  in  the 
days  when  Tennyson  bade  knowledge 
*'  mix  with  men  and  prosper ;"  when 
lie  vindicated  doubt  "honest,"  and 
threw  into  the  distance  the  voice 
which  was  as  that  of  "an  infant 
crying  for  the  light ;"  but  we  can- 
not stay  at  that  point  for  twenty 
years  ;  and  Thorold,  who  is  far  from 
being  Mr.  Tennyson,  is  very  flat  in 
his  pious  uncertainties.  There  is, 
however,  a  sweet  passive  beauty 
about  the  following  verses,  which, 
if  not  lofty,  is  winning,  and  more 
satisfactory  than  the  more  ambitious 
intellectual  struggles : — 


''  How  sweet  the  old  brook  trickles  still 
Through  daisy  mead  and  golden  broom, 

Where  once  we  placed  oar  water-mill. 
And  heard  it  clicking  in  the  gloom. 
Hashed,  sleepless,  in  oar  little  room. 

Yonder  we  caaght  tne  tiny  trout, 

Oar  first— yoa  carried  it  aboat 
All  dav,  complaining  of  its  doom, 

And  trying  each  pool  if  its  life  were  gone 
oat. 


There  are  no  trace^t  of  the  mill, 

Bat,  1o  I  oar  garden  in  the  nook. 
The  walk  we  shaped  with  simple  skill, 

Bordered   with    white    stones    from   the, 
brook; 

And   there    are    still    some   flowers   we 
took 
From  garden-plots  and  planted  here : 
Our  works  decay  and  disappear, 

God's  frailest  works  abide,  and  look 
Down  on  the  ruins  we  tail  to  rear. 

•  •  •  • 

Ah  me  !  what  happy  dreams  we  had ! 
n  And  still  they  linger  fondlv  here - 
The  air  seems  nimble  wiUi  the  glad 
Quaint  fancies  of  our  cliildhood  dear.'' 


This  idyllic  strain  is  gently  sweet, 
if  nothing  more.  The  following  de- 
scription of  the  manner  in  which 
the  fashionable  beauty  received  the 
homage  of  the  world,  and  patronised 
and    presented    her  young  lion  to 


its  favourable  regard,  is  clever  and 
true : — 


*'  Bat  she  ?    Well,  she  was  lik<f  a  spring 

Of  purest  water,  cold  and  clear- 
Where  bright  birds  come  to  preene  their 
wing. 

And  owls  and  ravens  too  appear. 

She  mirrored  all  as  they  drew  near, 
And  they  all  drank,  and  left  no  trace. 
But  each  man  deemed  he  saw  his  face 

Deep  in  her  heart,  and  had  no  fear 
That  the  shadow  changed  when  he  changed 
his  place. 


Me  for  a  while  she  honoured  with 

Helectest  intercourse  of  few. 
Behcarsing  every  night  a  msrtn 
Of  what!  was,  and  how  I  grew 
In  a  lone  country-house,  and  knew. 
Science-like,  Pascal  with  no  aid. 
Except  the  quaintest  little  maid. 
Who  was  a  delicate  genius  too — 
And  how  she  had   drawn  me  oat  of  the 
shade."' 


The  most  powerful  passage  in  the 
poem,  however,  is  when  the  lady — 
after  consultation  with  her  mother, 
who  is  invalid  and  evangelical,  one 
of  the  "hoi}'  worldly"  class,  and 
her  father,  who  is  an  amateur  of 
science  and  would-be  philosopher 
( who  "  thought  he  thought,  and  yet 
he  did  not  think,  but  only  echoed 
still  the  common  thought,  as  might 
an  empty  room  ") — at  last  announces 
to  her  lover  that  it  is  impossible  she 
can  accept  him.  She  does  this  with 
a  tragic  passion  and  scorn  of  her 
own  poor  arguments,  which  is  scarce- 
ly in  keeping  with  the  decision  she 
makes,  or  Thorold's  after-estimate  of 
her,  but  which  is  striking  and  fine. 


'*  A  sad  love.    Tee  I  I  call  to  mind 

That  fii»herwoman  long  ago. 
Who  in  the  storm  of  sleet  and  wind 

Lost  all  her  sons  at  one  fell  blow. 

Three  stalwart  men.    We  saw  her  t^o. 
Don't  yon  remember  ?  with  her  dead- 
Side  by  side  the  corpses  laid, 

Three  long  black  coffins  in  a  row 
On  the  bench  of  the  boat,  h&id  touching 
head. 


Never  a  word  came  from  her  lips ; 
She  took  the  helm  and  bent  the  sail, 
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And  silently  slid  by  the  sliips, 
Where  strong  men  sob  and  women  waiL 
Across  the  bar  she  canchl  the  gale. 

And  sned  on  o^er  the  darkening  wave 

Into  black  night ;  she  never  gave 
One  si^n,  but,  tearless,  hard,  and  pale, 

Soiled    with    her   doid    to    their    father^s 
grave. 

And  now  I  go,  like  her,  with  all 

My  dead  hopes  lying  cold  in  me ; 
The  great  mist  cometh  like  a  wall 

Of  darkness  striding  o'er  the  sea ; 

And  all  my  dead  are  orderly 
Spread  out  beside  me ;  and  I  know 
That  they  and  I  together  go 

Into  the  black  night,  leaving  thee ; 
I  and  my  dead  hopes  all  in  a  row.*' 


Our  space  does  not  permit  us  to 
enter  into  the  clever  sketch  of  the 
beauty's  mother,  who,  deep  in  the 
Apocalypse  and  the  conversion  of 
the  Jews,  is  still  resolute  for  her 
daughter's  good  in  the  shape  of  the 
baronet: — 


»'  She  had 
A  weary  look,  and  yet  the  weariness 
Seemed  not  so  native  as  the  worldlinesa 
Which     blended    with    it.       Weary    and 

worldly,  she 
Had,qaite  resigned  herself  to  misery 
In  th'is  sad  vale  of  tears,  but  ftilly  meant 
To    nurse    her    sorrow  in    a    somptuous 

fftshion. 
And  make  it  an  expensive  luxury.** 

The  prosiness  of  these  two  last 
lines,  counterbalancing  the  touch  of 
insight  in  the  first,  is  quite  charac- 
teristic of  the  book,  where  there  is 
a  good  deal  that  is  halting  and  im- 
perfect, along  with  much  that  is  of 
excellent  promise.  We  -will  not  say 
that  the  author  of  *  Olrig  Grange' 
is  a  poet,  but  he  has  sufficient  fa- 
culty to  do  something  much  better 
worth  his  while  than  this,  if  he  will 
only  take  trouble  enough  —  that 
great,  distinct,  and  unfailing  charac- 
teristic of  genius. 
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THE  LATE  EARL  OF  MAYO, 

VICEROY   AND    GOVEBNOU-GENERAL   OF   INDIA. 

To  thoBe  who  mourn  for  the  hon-  does  require  to  be  evoked,  and  will 

oured  dead  comes  sooner  or  later  a  be  latent  until   the  right  occasion 

refreshing  season,  when  contempla-  shall  arrive.     Of  the  latter  class  was 

tion  of  the  departed  and  of  his  worth  the    greatness  of  Lord  Mayo.      It 

can   turn  the  acutcness  of  sorrow,  certainly  belonged  to  him.     It  shone 

The  horror  aroused  by  the  circum-  forth  in  full  power  when  the  field 

stances  of  a  sudden  death,  the  heart-  was  found  for  its  exercise ;   but  it 

sickness  which  the  untimely  ending  might  have  been  divined  by  only  a 

of  a  great  and  useful  career  has  en-  few  intimate  friends  had  not  his  for- 

gendcrcd,  the   truth  brought  home  tune  called  him  to  a  high  position, 

with  power  to  every  mind  that  all  lie  had  reached  middle  age  when  the 

is  vanity,  know  at  la^t  alleviation,  call  was  made  on  his  powers,  and 

Sorrow  for  what  is  lost,  no  longer  when    he,    not    without    reflectioii, 

all-absorbing,  is  tempered  by  thought  answered  to   the  call,  and  showed 

of  that  which  is  undying.      There  himself    equal    to  his    task.      The 

rises  a  soothing  desire  to  stray  among  power,  though  not  eager  for  recogni- 

memories,  to  treasure  up  words  and  tion,  was  in   him ;   he  would  have 

deeds    and    purposes,    to    measure  expended  it  in  a  minor  sphere  of 

thoroughly  the  spirit  that  has  passed  usefulness  had  not  other  wills  per- 

away,  to  distinguish  the  effect  that  suaded    his,   and    induced    him   to 

it  has  left  behind.    We  have  reached  accept  high  office.     There  does  not 

such  a  day  of  retrospect  in  regard  to  appear  to  have  been  in  him  any  of 

the  subject  of  this  paper.     The  late  the    pushing,   self -asserting    energy 

Earl  of  Mayo,  a  most  useful  and  a  so  often  observable  in  men  who  rise 

valued  public   servant,  was,  only  a  in  the  world.      If  ever  a  man  was 

few  months   since,   taken  from   us  called    to    great    estate  when    not 

and  from  his  labours  by  the  blow  of  seeking    promotion,    he    was.       He 

an  assassin.     The  whole  empire  felt  hesitated  for  some  time  as  to  whe- 

thc  shock.      It  raised  its  voice  in  ther  he  would  accept  the  eminent  . 

indignation  at  the  treacherous  and  post  of  Viceroy  and  Govemor-Gen- 

unmeritcd   stroke ;   it  mourned  sin-  cral  of  India :  once  he  had  decided  to 

cercly  for  the  illustrious  victim ;  it  labour  in  that  post,  he  devoted  him- 

will  now  find  solace  in  counting  up  self  to  its  duties,  which,  from  that 

the  many  claims  which  he  has  upon  time  to  the  last  moment  of  his  life, 

public  admiration  and  public  grati-  never  ceased  to  be  his  principal,  his 

tude.       Another    name    has    been  absorbing  care.     In  the  three  years 

added  to  the  list  of  great  examples,  which,  after  this  acceptance,  were 

Let  us  assuage  our  grief  by  reflect-  all    that    Providence    reserved    for 

ing  how  great  this  example  was  I  him,  he  executed  work  which,  for 

There  is  a  greatness  which  will  its  mere  amount,  is  surprising,  but 
find  or  make  a  course  for  itself  as  which,  as  being  the  seed,  and  fur- 
surely  as  the  lightning;  there  is,  nishing  the  sound  programme  of 
again,  a  greatness  which,  genuine  what  will  bo  occupying  hundreds  of 
and  undoubted  though  it  be,  bril-  brains  and  hands  for  perhaps  gene- 
Hant  as  may  be  its  manifestation  rations,  is  still  more  remarkable  and 
when  circumstances  call  for  it,  yet  admirable.     Already  those  acquaint- 
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ed  with  the  pohcy  of  his  adminis-  the  whole  field  of  duty,  and  began 
tration,  and  the  vast  scope  of  his  to  act  so  vigorously  and  discreetly 
designs,  evince  an  anxiety  to  secure  as  to  compel  respect  and  to  insure 
a  just  appreciation  of  them  from  the  obedience.  His  previous  employ- 
public.  Each  man  cognisant  of  a  ment  familiarised  him  with  official 
scheme  or  a  reform  projected  or  life  and  with  legislation ;  but  the 
commenced,  desires  that  it  may  be  aptitude  for  governing  was  given 
honestly  attributed  to  the  mind  him  by  nature.  How  his  earlier 
from  which  the  greatest  and  most  days  had  passed  is  briefly  told  in 
rational  conceptions  seem  for  those  Mr.  Ghick^s  small  volume ;  and  we 
three  years  to  have  emanated.  This  shall,  no  doubt,  minister  to  a  gen- 
jealousy  for  the  reputation  of  the  erous  curiosity  in  such  of  our 
able  Viceroy  is  a  tribute  not  to  the  readers  as  are  unacquainted  with 
officer  only  but  to  the  man ;  not  the  leading  events  of  his  life,  if  we 
merely  a  sense  of  justice,  but  a  mention  a  few  particulars, 
hearty  goodwill  speaks  in  the  many  The  late  Lord  Mayo  was  the  sixth 
accounts  given  of  praiseworthy  acts,  earl :  the  family  name  is  Bourke ; 
It  is  principally  from  such  offerings,  his  Christian  names  were  Richard 
being  notices  of  events,  or  records  of  Southwell.  He  was  born  in  1822  ; 
State  deliberations,  that  we  are  able  took  his  degree  at  Trinity  College, 
to  put  together  this  imperfect  me-  Dublin;  and  was  elected  member 
morial.  A  "Minute,"  by  the  Hon-  for  the  county  Kildare  in  1847. 
curable  John  Strachey,  who  acted  Afterwards  he  sat  for  the  borough 
as  Governor-General  from  the  death  of  Coleraine,  and  then  for  the  bor- 
of  Lord  Mayo  until  the  arrival  of  ough  of  Cockermouth,  which  last 
Lord  Napier  at  Calcutta,  gives  a  place  he  represented  when  the  Vice- 
sketch  of  the  Viceroy's  administra-  royalty  of  India  was  offered  him. 
tion.  A  little  volume  entitled  *In  He  succeeded  to  the  earldom  in  1867, 
Mcmoriam,'  containing  a  biographi-  having  previously  borne  the  second 
cal  sketch  of  his  Excellency,  and  a  title  of  Lord  Naas ;  but,  as  the  title 
record  of  his  death  and  the  solemni-  of  Mayo  belongs  to  the  peerage  of 
ties  which  followed,  is  compiled  by  Ireland,  and  he  was  not  a  represen- 
Mr.  N.  A.  Chick,  and  was  printed  tative  peer,  he  sat  in  the  House  of 
at  the  City  Press  in  Calcutta.  Offi-  Commons  after  he  became  Earl  of 
cials  have  had  a  melancholy  pleasure  Mayo.  He  was  three  times  ap- 
in  drawing  up  accounts  of  scenes,  pointed  chief  secretary  for  Ireland 
events,  and  journeys  of  which  they  — ^that  is  to  say,  every  time  that  the 
were  cognisant  These  papers  are  late  Lord  Derby  formed  an  admin- 
full  of  interest,  giving  points  and  istration.  Twice  ho  performed  this 
outlines  of  a  career  which,  though  duty  during  the  Lieutenancy  of 
it  may  be  called  unromantic,  as  Lord  Eglinton,  whose  frank  and 
meaning  that  every  act  of  it  was  generous  nature  harmonised  with 
prompted  by  the  soundest  judgment  his,  and  with  whom  he  maintained 
and  far-seeing  policy,  yet  does  the  most  cordial  relations.  "No 
against  the  reader's  will  call  up  the  Irishman,"  writes  Mr.  Chick,  "ever 
efforts  and  large  conceptions  of  served  the  country  of  his  birth  more 
heroes  who  wrought  as  they  did  conscientiously,  more  faithfully, 
by  supernatural  aid.  The  man  and  with  a  view  to  her  welfare  and 
the  work  seem  to  have  been  fitted  happiness,  than  did  Lord  Naas. 
to  each  other;  there  was  no  novi-  lu  the  House  of  Commons  he  was 
tiate,  no  feeling  of  the  way  to  com-  respected  by  men  of  all  parties, 
mand ;   speedily  his   mind   took  in  and    liked  for  his  genial  personal 
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qualities.  No  man  had  more  friends  Viceroy  of  India,  I  believe  he  will 
on  both  sides  of  the  House."  His  earn  a  reputation  that  his  coun- 
excrtions  to  heal  the  Fenian  discon-  try  will  honour,  and  that  he  has 
tent,  and  to  obtain  in  Ireland  some  before  him  a  career  which  will  equal 
recognition  of  the  benevolent  aims  that  of  the  most  eminent  Gove^nor- 
of  English  rule,  were  great  and  meri-  General  who  has  preceded  him." 
torious ;  and  the  deep  interest  which  Flattering  as  was  the  appoint- 
he  took  in  the  practical  working  of  ment  which  was  offered  him,  Lord 
the  Irish  and  English  Land  Im-  Mayo  long  debated  with  himself  as 
provement  Acts,  is  noted  by  Mr.  to  the  acceptance  of  it  He  had 
Strachey  as  having  led  to  the  not  been  labouring  for  such  a  prize. 
Land  Improvement  Act  (1871)  in  He  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
India.  The  post  of  Irish  Secre-  ambitious :  the  call  to  eminence 
tary  is  not  one  in  which  the  con-  was  sudden  :  there  were  many  argu- 
scientious  discharge  of  duty  is  mcnts  against  this  change.  When, 
usually  followed  by  popular  ap-  however,  he  did  elect  to  let  great- 
plause ;  but  this  Irish  Secretary's  ness  come  to  him,  ho  at  once,  with 
devotion  to  his  work  attracted  the  his  whole  heart,  devoted  himself  to 
notice  of  the  chief  among  his  col-  the  new  duty,  of  the  magnitude  and 
leagues ;  and  when  it  fell  to  the  lot  importance  of  which  he  had  formed 
of  Mr.  Disraeli  to  appoint  a  successor  a  true  conception — so  true  a  con- 
to  Lord  Lawrence,  ho  offered  the  ccption  that  the  utterances  which 
splendid  office  of  Viceroy  and  Gov-  he  gave  at  this  period  seem  to  have 
ernor-General  to  the  Earl  of  Mayo,  been  continually  in  the  minds  of 
This  event  is  not  so  old  but  that  Indian  officials,  as,  throughout  his 
we  can,  without  much  effort  of  mem-  Viceroyalty,  act  after  act,  labour 
ory,  recall  the  violent,  ungenerous,  after  laTjour,  attested  the  sincerity 
and  unsubstantial  objections  with  of  those  early  speeches.  And  now 
which  the  appointment  was  greeted,  that  his  work  is  over,  their  still  lively 
They  received  a  speedy  refutation  desire  to  recur  to  his  words  proves 
when  the  great  capacity  of  the  Vice-  how  entirely  every  hope  or  promise 
roy  was  developod  on  his  landing  therein  held  forth  has  been  fulfilled, 
in  India;  and  we  have  no  pleasure  When  taking  leave  of  his  constitu- 
in  dwelling  upon  attacks  so  discred-  ents  at  Cockermouth  he  said,  rcfer- 
itable  to  those  who  made  them,  ring  to  his  great  appointment : — 
But  the  discernment  of  Mr.  Disraeli 

which  caused  him  to  make  the  selec-  u  splendid  as   is  the  post  and  dlffi- 

tion,  and  then  to  adhere  to  it  un-  enlt  as  will  be  my  duties,  I  go  forth  la 

flinchingly,  is  well  worthy  of  remark,  full  contldence,  aiid  hope  God  will  giro 

more   especially  as  all  India  seems  m«  "^^^'^^  etrenjrth  and  wisdom  as  wUI 

at  this  time  to  refer  to  it  with  pride  ?":5V!^"'^n^o  u!Z\}^l  Government  of 

,      ,                      J                        ^   X,  India  In  the   Interest  and  for  the  wcl- 

and  pleasure;   and   every   one   who  f^^c  of  the  millions  committed  to  our 

chronicles   an   act  in   the  Viceroy's  care.    In  tlie  perfonnancc  of  the  task 

career  delights  to  repeat  the  predic-  I   ask   no   favour;    let  mc   be  judged 

tion   of    the   then   Premier,   which,  ?,^^?»'^i."-,  ^  my  actions;  but  I  know 

*^/>r.o/iTr<^,>f..^A    rx.,»  •An/1^.^  L«,r  «/x*  that  offorts  honestlv  made  for  the  main- 

peradventure,   our  readers  may  not  t,.„^„^^  ^j  ^,„r  national  honour,  for  the 

object   to   see  copied  on  this  page :  spread  of  civilis;itlon,  and  tlie  prcserva- 

"  Upon  that  nobleman,  for  his  saga-  tion  of  iwiaee,  will  always  command  the 

city,  for  his  judgment^  fine  temper,  sympathy  and  support  of  my  country- 

and  knowledge  of  men,  her  Majesty  "^^"• 

has    been    pleased    to    confer    the 

office  of  Viceroy  of  India;  and,  as  And  in  reply  to  the  address  of 
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the  Calcutta  Chamber  of  Commerce,  him,  and  where  ho  was  heartily  re- 
he  used  these  words : —  ceived  : — 

"I  can  assure  you  tliat  no  man  en- 
tered upon  the  office  ol  Governor-  **  He  did  not  belie  the  expectations 
General  under  a  deeper  sense  of  re-  formed  of  him.  Nature  had  given  him 
sponsibility,  or  a  fuller  appreciation  of  a  tall  and  commanding  presence,  a  wiu- 
the  magnitude  of  the  interests  which,  ning  manner,  and  a  smile  which  was  a 
hy  the  favour  of  my  sovereign,  have  witness  to  the  kindness  of  his  heart. 
been  committed  to  my  care."  He  at  once  became  popular.*  More- 
iiTi  u  i.1.  ^  -  r  :%  \K  ovcr,  he  was  the  life  of  Government 
When  he  thus  spoke.  Lord  Mayo  ii,:,use.  He  was  able  to  throw  aside 
had  already  begun  to  act  in  faithful  anxiety  and  care  for  the  moment  in  a 
conformity  with  his  words.  His  marvellous  degree,  and  enter  into  the 
last  days  at  home  were  spent  in  minutest  pleasures  of  tlie  household. 
«xA^.ic,;»X.  ««^  «^*^«4:««*«,x««  .v^^^*^  He  was  happy  m  seeing  others  happy. 
perusmg  and  extractmg  from,  papers  ^^^^^^  with  a  strong  constitution,  he  wjIs 

at   the   Jndia   Otnce,    preparing    an  able  to  bear  great  bodily   and   mental 

index,    as   it    were    of    his    coming  fatigue,  and  he  never  enjoyed  anything 

duties,    and   ascertaining  the  states  »»ore  heartily  than  his  long  rides  and 

of  important  questions.  AVhile  on  f/^^Jir^^""' .  Y^'\  \*^^^^  benefited  his 
,,  ^  A  T  J-  u  u  tt  health,  they  helped  to  make  hmi  prac- 
the  way  to  India  he  began,  as  Mr.  tically  acquainted  with  much  that  a 
Strachcy  says,  his  Indian  work,  ruler  who  keeps  to  his  desk  or  council- 
Pausing  to  examine  carefully,  in  chamber  can  never  learn.  He  was  of 
company  with  M.  de  Lesseps  and  ophiion  that  one  of  the  chief  duties  of 
T  r.^A  \T„..:««  ^*  TLr««.^«i«  4^uJ^ ^^^a:  ^  Governor-General  was  to  see  things 
Lord  Napier  of  Magdala,  the  condi-  for  himself,  and  not  to  remain  secluded 

tion  of  the  buez  Canal,  then  a  year  in   1,13   chamber,    giving  judgment   on 

from   its   completion,    ho    was   con-  questions  with  which  he  was  practically 

yinced   of    its    approaching  success  unacquainted.* 't 
and   its  immense  importance ;   and 

in    an    "admirable    letter"    he    re-  Himself  a  zealous  sportsman,   he 

viewed     its     state     and   prospects,  encouraged    and    patronised    sport. 

From  Suez  he  went  to  Aden,  which,  desiring  that  official    men    should, 

having  inspected,   he  passed  on  to  by  means  of  their  amusements,   be 

visit    Bombay     and     Madras.       In  thrown   much    among  the    natives, 

both  those  capitals  he  occupied  the  and  so  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the 

time  of  his  visits  in  making  himself  character  of  the  people  whom  Eng- 

acquainted  with  their  public  insti-  land  rules,  not  for  her  own  selfish 

tulions,  manufactures,  and  civil  and  ends,  but  for  their  benefit.     These 

military    administration,    communi-  personal  advantages,    however,  and 

eating    at    once,    wherever  he    ap-  these  tastes,  useful  as  they  were  as 

peared,   a  deep  impression    of    his  auxiliaries  in    the    performance    of 

energy,  of  his  capacity  for  business,  duty,    were    but    auxiliaries.      The 

and  of  his  unwearying  application,  real  power  lay  in  his  ready  and  just 

On  the  12th  January  1869  ho  took  appreciation  of  the  requirements  of 

his  seat  as  Viceroy  at  Calcutta.  India,  his  bold  and  vigorous  policy 

The  character  of  the  aspersions  for    obtaining    those    requirements, 

cast  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  and  his  indefatigable  industry.     His 

upon   the    Governor-General    by    a  early   endeavour    would    appear   to 

portion  of  the  English  press  seems  to  have  been  to  justly  comprehend  the 

have  been  quite  understood  in  India,  scope  and  due  application  of    the 

where  no  prejudiced  opinion  awaited  vast  powers  which   had  been   con- 


♦  From  *  In  Memoriam.'  t  Ibid. 
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fided  to  him  ;  and  his  strong  mind  and  none  which  will  be   more  closely 

appears  to  have  busied  itself  at  will  associated    in    future   history  with  his 

with  All   or  ftnv  of  fh«*  vftriVH   aiiK  name,   than  that  which  deals  with  the 

witn  ail  or  any  ot  tne  vaned  sub-  relations    of    the   British    Government 

jects   which    engross    the   cares    of  with  Forclj^  Powers.     From  the  mo- 

governments,  and  the  mastery  of  one  ment  ho  set  foot  in  India,  Lord  Mayo 

or  two  of  which  is  often  a  good  re-  threw   himself    into    international   and 

suit  after  the  work  of  a  lifetime.  ?J!l!"'^l5''^/^^'''^%T^^^  k^,  T^"^"^'  ^TlT^ 

t;,^^^: ^1.  _    «                   .,  city,     and    foresight    which    have    left 

Foreign  policy,  finance,  railway  ex-  marked  effects  far  beyond  the  limits  of 

tension,  education,  military  adminis-  India,  and  which   have  influenced  the 

tration,  prisons,   land  revenue,   cur-  counsels  even  of  that  great  European 

rcncy,   public  works,   agriculture—  ^9^^^  ^*"^^i  shares  with  England  do- 

iK^uA  «^/i  «»a,^-»- /v«^uJJ«  :»f*;^»«^»  «,,u  mimon    in   Asia.     The   cardinal  points 

these  and  many  other  intricate  sub-  ^,  ^^,^  y^reltrn  policy  which,  in*^Lord 

jects  not  only  received  the  attention  Mavo's    opinion,   the    Government    of 

of  the  Viceroy,  but  their  secrets  were  India    should    steadily     pursue,     may 

so  penetrated  by  him,  and  their  pro-  ca^jily    bo    described.      He    deshtsd  to 

per  objects  so  comprehended,  that  flf ^1!?*'  ^T,.  ^  ^"/  llP'^^^'L  ^^'^ 

1^ •'        ui  J  *     p  «  «     ^2\    jT;  Intimate    relations    of    friendship:     to 

he  was  enabled  to  form,  and  he  did  make  them  feel    that,  though  wc   are 

form  and  leave  on  record,  very  de-  all-powerful,  we  have  no  desire  to  en- 

cided  opinions  in  regard  to  them  all.  croach  on  their  authority,  but,  on  the 

His  power  of  sifting  a  science  or  de-  contrary    that  our  earnest  desire  is  to 

na^frn^nf   o«ri  oa:«;^»  ««^«  i*«  «.^af  support  their  power  and  maintain  tliclr 

partment,  and  seizing  upon  its  most  nationality,    rfe  believed  that  we  could 

important  points  and  relations,  must  thus  create  In  these  States  outworks  of 

have  been  simply  marvellous.  the   Empire,  and,  assuring   them    that 

The  first  two  months  of  his  ad-  ^*^®  ^^y^  »'  annexation  are  past,  make 

ministration  were  spent  in  mastering  '^^y,,^^'^X'XL  tluft  lo^^^! 

the  details  of  his  work,  in  receiving  by  endeavouring  to  deserve  our  favour 

all    classes    of    the    community    at  and  support.*' 
Government  House,  and  in  visiting 
every  barrack,  jail,   and  institution 

in  and  around  Calcutta.  It    is    but    doing  justice  to   the 

The  foreign  policy  of  our  Indian  British  Government  of  India  to  say 
Government,  since  it  relates  to  the  that,  from  its  commencement,  con- 
great  questions  of  peace  or  war,  co-  quest  and  annexation  have  been  re- 
operation or  antagonism,  progress  or  sorted  to  from  what  was  thought  to 
retrogression,  and  so  decides  the  be  absolute  necessity,  not  from  a 
conditions  of  most  other  of  the  persistent  desire  to  extend  our  do- 
scienccs  of  Government,  is  unques-  minion  and  a  policy  corresponding 
tionably  the  weightest  subject  on  thereto.  It  was  the  inability  to 
which  the  mind  of  an  Indian  ruler  bring  about  in  any  of  the  border 
can  be  exercised.  Accordingly  it  is  kingdoms  a  condition  of  peace  and 
toward  foreign  policy  that  we  find  order  favourable  to  internal  prosper- 
Lord  Mayo  first  turning ;  in  regard  ity  and  to  commerce  which,  as  we 
to  this  he  first  enounced  determinate  thought,  forced  us  sooner  or  later  in 
views.  To  convey  a  general  state-  every  case  to  incorporate  the  un- 
ment  of  what  those  views  were  we  manageable  States  with  our  do- 
must  borrow,  not  information  only,  minions.  It  is  a  startling  truth — a 
but  the  eloquent  words  in  which  it  truth  perhaps  unknown  to  many  an 
is  conveyed,  from  Mr.  Strachey  ; —  honest  and  upright  mind  at  home — 

that  peace  and  settled  government 

"There    Is    no    department    of    the  have  been  for  ages  unknown  in  most 

Government  of  India  in  which  his  iwr-  ^^  these  kingdoms.       Wars  and  re- 

soual  lutluencj  was  more  directly  felt,  volutions  have  constituted  their  his- 
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tory.      It  was  consequently  impos-  hand,    from    point    to  point,  'from 
sible,  while  England  was  but  a  small  line  to  line.     The  nations  naturally 
power  in  Hindustan,   to  remain  at  attributed  this  advance  to  a  fixed 
rest  and  follow   only  the  arts  and  policy  of  aggression,  not  to  the  in- 
rewards   of  peace.      But  now  that  tolerable  perversity  of  those  whose 
England  has  grown  powerf uKin  the  bounds  we  touched ;  and  the  instinct 
East,  now  that  not  her  arms  only  of  self-defence,  operating  under  this 
but  her  example  can  command  re-  belief,  dictated  a  constant  suspicion 
spect,  now  that  she  directly  sways  of  us,  and  acts  more  or  less  hostile 
so  great  a  territory,  she  is  no  longer  when  opportimities  for  them  ofi'ered. 
liable  to  have  wars  forced  on  her.  To  the  rulers  of  all  these  countries 
But  Lord   Mayo  thought  that  she  Lord  Mayo  proclaimed  that  annexa- 
could  do  much  more  than  enjoy  her  tion   was  forever  at  an  end :   that 
own  goods  in  peace.      He  thought  the  wish  of    England  was    to  see 
that,  with  the   influence  which   she  them  all  prosperous,  and  at  peace 
possesses,  she  might  be  the  means  of  with  each  other.     To  this  end  he 
introducing  order  and   the  love  of  was  ready  to  assist  those  who  were 
order  among  the  States  that  touch  in  alliance  with  us,  to  uphold  the 
her  border.     Could  this  be  done —  dignity  of  their  Governments  against 
could  we  but  secure  that  the  coun-  conspirators  and  agitators,      lie  ex- 
tries    which     bound     our    empire  horted  them  all   to    ascertain   and 
should  be  friendly  not  only  to  us  fix  by  consent  their  boundaries ;  he 
but  to   each   other— we    should  be  established  free  and  friendly  com- 
fenced  by  the  most  eflRcient  barrier  munication ;  and  he  gave  unmistak- 
which   it  is    possible    for  a  peace-  able  proofs  of  his  desire  to  encourage 
desiring  empire  to  rejoice  in.     Con-  and  develop  commerce.     Not  only 
quest  and   occupation   of  territory,  did  he  adopt    this    policy   himsekf, 
if  they  disposed  of  an  old   enemy,  but  he  endeavoured  to  induce  the 
only  brought  us  up  to  a  new  one,  Russian  Government  to  act  on  their 
more  fierce,  possibly,  and  intractable  frontier  in  a  similar  spirit.     It  will 
than  the  enemy  we  had  just  sub-  necessarily  be  a  long  time  before  the 
ducd.      There  was  no  hope  of  reach-  results,  which  the  Viceroy  saw  with 
ing  a  resting-place  as  long  as  we  the  eye  of  faith,  can   bo  realised, 
should  pursue  this  course  of  subju-  "What  his    powerful    mind    accom- 
gation.      But  with  quiet  neighbours,  plished  was  the  impression  on  the 
trusting  us  and  trusted  by  us,  our  whole  Government  of  India  of  the 
territory   might  have    rest.      None  wisdom  and  feasibility  of  his   de- 
but a  great  and  courageous  mind  signs,  and  the  judicious  ordering  of 
would    have    undertaken     such    a  the  first  moves  in  the  execution  of 
scheme  as  Lord  Mayo  was  engaged  this  benevolent  project      Early   in 
in  working  out  before  he  had  been  1869  an  opportunity  offered  of  giving 
two    months    in   India.      Ho  knew  proof  of  the  spirit  in  which  Great 
the  difficulties  of  it,  but  ho  knew  Britain    desired    to    deal  with    her 
also   how  to  set  about  it,   and  the  neighbours.     The  Ameer  of  Affghan- 
order    in    which    results    must    be  istan,  after  having  been  for  several 
achieved.       The   first  step   was   to  years  harassed  by  civil  war,  had  at 
convince  neighbouring  Powers  that  length  re-established  himself  on  the 
we   had   no   desire   to  quarrel  with  throne  of   Cabul,  a   success  which 
and   overrun   them.      But  a  belief  ho  owed  in  great  measure  to  the 
in    our    moderation    was  not  easy  good  offices  of  England,  and  to  a 
to    instil.       For    an    age    we    had  gift  of  money  and  arms  bestowed 
been     seen    advancing,     sword    in  on  him  by  Lord  Lawrence,  the  pre- 
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deccRsor  of  Lord  Mayo.      As  soon  the  Government  de  facto  of  Affghan- 

as  his  troubles  were  suflBciently  com-  istan.     What  he  did  obtain  will  be 

posed  to  allow  of  his  absence  from  best    learned    from     Lord    Mayo's 

his  capital,  he  proposed  to  pay  a  word's  addressed  to  him,  which  wo 

visit  to  the  Viceroy,  from  which  all  here  copy  from  the  "  Minute : " — 
men  were  to  learn  that  he  enjoyed 
the    friendship    and    protection    of 

Great  Britain.      Lord   Mayo   deter-  „.*'!    cnrncstly   tnist    that,    on    your 

mined    to    give    him    the    meeting,  "!r:^"':'^>J''^"'::!  .^^'"^^ 

,   .            *i,              ^     'A.     r      J.U  y^^*  ^^y  ^^  enabled  speedily  to  estab- 

:  n  1  to  use  the  opportunity  for  the  fisii    your    Icfritimato   rule    over    yoar 

furtherance  of  his  peaceful  designs,  entire    kinj^dora,    to    consolidate    your 

Accordingly  he  proposed  to  receive  power,  to  create  a  llrm  and  a  merciful 

the   Ameer  at   Umballah,    and   the  administration    in    every    province    of 

latter   having    gladly   consented    to  ^f^^^^e,  ^ndToTerurrpiS.r^'^ 

this  arrangement,  both  Princes  pro-  tranquillity  within  all  your  borders, 

ceeded  to  the  rendezvous,  where  they  **  Althouy:h,  as   already  intimated   to 

met  at  the  end  of  March.     Sher  All,  yo^  the  British  Government  does  not 

the  Ameer,  had,  on  coming  thither,  ^f'^JS'"'}^,^^'''''  ^"  ^^^  "^!^™.^^  ^'^" 

II  J  xi!         L  XI          u  1          i.     2  o'  Aff^hanistan,   yet^    considenns:  that 

travelled  through  the  whole   extent  the  boiids  of  friendship   between   that 

of   the   Punjab ;    he   had    obtained  Government   and  jour   Ilighncss   have 

some  insight  into  the  real  strength  lately   been   more   closely   drawn   than 

of    the    British    Government;    had  heretofore,  it    will    view    wi^th    Revere 

J.                           •!              ^  -  displciisure  any  attempts  on  the  part  of 

seen  our  troops^  our  railways,   our  y^ir  rivals  to  disturb  your  position  as 

mstitutions:  and  he  made  no  secret  ruler  of  Cabul,  and  rekindle  civil  war; 

of  the  admiration  with  which  they  and    it    will   further    endeavour   from 

inspired  him.     The  Viceroy,   on  his  time  to   time,   by  such   means   as   cir- 

narL     had    travelled   a   distance    of  cumstances  may  require,  to  strencrUien 

par^    naa    iraveiiea   a   aisiance    oi  ^^^^  Government ' of  your  Highness,  to 

1154  miles   from   Calcutta   to   Urn-  enable  vou  to  exercise  with  equity  and 

ballah,   where  he  gave   his  guest  a  with  justice  your  ri'i^htful  rule,  and  to 

kingly   reception,    the    display  and  transmit  to   your   descendants   all    the 

magnificence     of     which    were     in  diff»V^««  f  "^  honours  of  which  you  are 

.,  ^      ,              1     I  *  J    *            1  the  lawful  possessor. 

themselves    calculated    to    make    a  *' it  is  my  wi>h,  therefore,  that  vour 

deep  impression  on  Oriental  minds.  Hii,'hnes3    should     comnmnicatc    *fre- 

The  principal  officers  of  the  British  quently  and   freely   with   the   Govcrn- 

Government,  and  many  native  chiefs,  "1^"^  of   India  and  its   officers   on  aH 

«,«««  «rU««o^«o    «*   ♦!«   «^w,,«    ««/i  subjects  of  i>ublic  interest,  and  I  can 

were  witnesses    of   the   pomp    and  ^^^^^^  ^.^^^  llij^hness   that  any  rcpre- 

ceremony  which  gave  eclat  to  this  sentation    which   you   may   make   wiU 

important  interview,  which  did  not  always  be  treated  w'ith  consideration  and 

terminate  till  the  5th   April,    when  respect. 

the  Ameer  returned  to   his  domin-  /'By  these  means    and  by  the  cxer- 

...     ,  .  CISC  of  mutuid  conhdenee,   I  entertain 

ions,  carrying  with  him  many  new  ^ell  -  irroundcd    hones    that    the    most 

ideas   likely  to   affect   his  policy  as  friendly  relations    between    the  British 

well  as  that  of  others,  and  contented  (iovernmeut   and   that   of  your   Higli- 

with  the  result  of  the  meeting,  al-  "^"^^  \»«y  ^\^l^  ^e   maintained     to   the 

^.l^ 1    ;.    1  „ -i   ^^1.  \,,^.,«ui.  i.:il  „ii  advanta^fc  of  the  subjects,  both  of  her 

though  It  had  not  brought  him  all  Muje.ty'the  Queen  aiid  of  your  High- 

that  he   had   hoped   for.      He  had  ncss." 
cherished  an  idea  that  he  might  be 
kept  regularly  in  our  pay,  that  our 

power  would  be  at  his  call  whenever  The    present    which    the    Ameer 

ho  might  require  it,   and   that  the  received    on    the    occasion   of    this 

support  so  given  would  be  to  him  visit  consisted   of  a  heavy  battery 

and  his  line  particularly,  and  not  to  of    artillery,   a  mountain   train-bat- 
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tery,  and  10,000  stand  of  arms  and  Russia    would    advise    Bokhara    to 

accoutrements.  pursue  a  course  equally  wise  with 

From  Umballah  the  Viceroy  pro-  that    which    we   had    recommend- 

ceeded   to   Seharanpore,   Mussoorie,  ed   to  Affghanistan.     The  good  un- 

Roorkee,  and  Ilurdroor,  then  back  derstanding    thus    begun    speedily 

to   Umballah,   and  on   to  Simla,   a  ripened,   and    led    ere  long  to  the 

distance  of  1560  miles  in  ten  days,  refusal  of    Russia    to    countenance 

this  being  one  of  the  long  journeys  different  schemes  designed  to  shake 

for    which    he    afterwards    became  the  throne  of  the  Ameer,  and  by 

famous.       To    the    bodily    vigour  that  means  to  disturb  the  Govcrn- 

which  enabled  him  to  travel  as  he  ment  of  British  India.     So  that  the 

did,   and   so  to  become  personally  Viceroy    was    not    long    before  he 

acquainted  with   so  much  of  India  reaped  the  fruit  of  his  enlightened 

as  he  from  time  to  time  saw,  were  policy  and  proceedings.      More  than 

in  great  measure  due  the  enlight-  this,  the  improved  relations  between 

ened    opinions    which    he    formed,  Affghanistan    and    Bokhara   (which 

and    the    rapidity    with    which    he  mean    mutual    confidence    between 

formed  them.  England    and     Russia    as    regards 

So  effectual  was  the  lesson  which  Central  Asia)  continue  to  advance; 

the   Ameer    had    received,    that   he  and  what  was  so  auspiciously  begun 

immediately  on  his  return  set  about  by  one   wise    ruler    may   prove   to 

instituting    a    policy    of    watchful  have   been  the  germ  of  civilisation 

defence  and  abstinence  from  apjgrcs-  to  an  extensive  region  of  the  earth 

sion,  and  endeavoured  to  settle  his  which  has  been  barbarous  for  cen- 

difficulties    by   diplomatic  action  in  turies. 

a  manner  which  astonished  his  own  But  it  was  not  with  large  princi- 
people  and  excited  the  admiration  palities  alone  that  Lord  Mayo  had 
of  Russia.  This  reformed  policy  to  deal  On  the  eastern  frontier 
was  of  his  own  voluntary  adoption  ;  of  our  empire  are  settled  various 
he  received  advice  and  moral  sup-  savage  tribes  whose  practice  ap- 
port  from  the  British  Government,  pears  to  have  been  to  make  them- 
but  nothing  else.  The  first  effect  selves  occasionally  troublesome  by 
of  the  visit  was  to  rouse  the  sus-  executing  border  raids.  The  usual 
picion  of  the  Russian  press,  which,  mode  of  punishing  these  raids  was 
interpreting  the  Umballah  meeting  by  retaliatory  raids,  of  the  wisdom 
according  to  the  established  fashion,  or  efficacy  of  which  Lord  Mayo  en- 
circulated  rumours  of  a  secret  com-  tertaincd  the  greatest  doubt ;  and 
pact  to  stir  up  the  States  on  the  his  adverse  opinion  was  afterwards 
Oxus  to  oppose  Russia.  The  Rus-  greatly  strengthened  by  the  failure  of 
sian  Government  exhibited  an  an  expedition  in  18C9,  of  which  the 
anxiety  to  be  assured  that  the  papers  before  us  do  not  give  a  par- 
Ameer  would  be  restrained  from  ticular  account  Though  by  no 
molesting  the  King  of  Bokhara ;  means  holding  that  invention  of 
but  the  full  exposition  of  our  peace-  border  territory  was  absolutely  in 
ful  policy  which  was  thereupon  all  cases  to  be  refrained  from,  he 
made  proved  so  satisfactory,  that  did  maintain  that,  when  it  should 
the  Emperor  himself  stated  in  be  necessary  to  overawe  a  Govern- 
response  that  he  entertained  no  ment  or  tribe,  a  sufficient,  well- 
intention  of  extending  his  do-  appointed  expedition,  guarded  by 
minion  ;  that  the  peaceful  policy  every  precaution,  and  accompanied 
of  the  Ameer  would  insure  the  by  ever}*^  requisite  to  insure  success, 
peace  of    Central  Asia ;    and    that  should  make  such  an  incursion  as 
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would   convince   tho    barbarians   of       "  Lord    Mayo   fult    that    every   shot 

their  utter  inability  to  resist  our  «''«|1  *»,  aniri-**  ^>7^«^^  ^?  frontier  re- 
^««.««  ««,!  u^«,  «,,;«K  «.^««  4.^  4.u«:«  verberatcs  through  the  whole  of  Asia, 
power,  and  how  much  more  to  their    ^j,.^  ^^  natives  who  are  no  friends  ul 

advantage  it  would  bo  to  enjoy  our    Cliriatlan  or  Euroi^an  rule  Uie  notion 

friendship    than     to     provoke     our    that  among  our  own  subjects  there  aro 

wrath.        Such    an     expedition     he    ^^n  **tlll  in   arms  against  us,  and  cor- 

^;c!f;r.n.ii;o)>»/i  frr^.n  «  /^/MinfAi*  r^\A  robonitcs  the  assertion  that  the  people 
distinguished    from   a    countor-raid    ^,.^,^|^  ^^^  j^„^.^.^  ^  ^^^^         ^^^^^^ 

reciprocating     cruelty    and    venge-  puhjected  to  our  rule,  and  Uiat  British 

ance,  efifecting  no  lasting  improve-  power  is   still  disputed  in   Ilindustan. 

ment  in  relations,  prolonging  feuds,  ^"r   proceedings    and    movcmenU  are 

operating    only     by    terror     if    it  ^^^^\,\,^^\,  ^^^  YarH 

operated  even  m  that  way,  but  not  Bokhara,  and   even   at   St  JPeWrsbunc! 

unfrequentlv    ending    in     the    con-  Every  frontier  war  tliat  is  not  Justified 

fusion  of   the   raiders,  who,  unsup-  by  absolute  and  demonstrable  necessity 

ported,    unprovided,     and     spurred  f/^i'*  ^  ^^^^ect  lie  to  all  the  assurance* 

/«-«,«-,i    Kwr    *K^u  7.^.,^«.«   or.^    »«^  that  we  have  been  giving  to  Cabul  and 

forward    by   theu-  courage  and  re-  Russia  for  tlie  last  tTireeVrs;  rendeiS 

vonge,    might  easily  get    entangled  nugatory   the    advice    which   we   have 

in   tho   fastnesses   and   hills  of  the  been  giving  to  tlie  Ameer  of  Atighanto- 

enemy.      Invading     expeditions,     if  tan  and  other  Powers  to  abstain  from 

made  at  all,  were  not  to  retire  leav-  fjf.T:ut?'Ifn,i'?«i^ni^^^  ""^ 

-,  .  xu       r       J  xu         u   i.  tends  to  undo  the  iwhcy  of  peace,  the 

mg  things  as  they  found  them,  but  accepUnce  of  wiiich  Lord  Mayo  did  bo 

to    establish   friendly    relations,    to  mucli  to  secure  in  the  countries  beyond 

exact    promises     that     our     native  onr  lM)rders.    He  felt  that  it  was  a  bad 

agents    should    from   time   to    time  examnle  to  jet  to  our  great  European 

xT  •      1    •      xu        '11  i.      •  neighbour;    that    the    arguments   used 

be   received   m   the   villages,  to   m-  in  favour  if  such  expediS;>ns  were  pre- 

sure  tho  safety  of  travellers  m  tho  cLsely  the  arguments  which  had  justl- 

districts,    and   to   show    the  advan-  lied  the  Kus^ian  annexations  in  Central 

tages  of  trade  and  commerce.     But  ^^^^'^   ^*'*^^  ^'«   "*^^*e»*  ^^^  tt"*ivo  at  a 

tho    npressitv   of    makino-    invasion<*  common     understanding     with     Knssia 

tnc   necessity  or   inaKmg   invasions  ^^^^^^  ^^    ourselves   scrupulously   ab- 

might  to  a  very  great  extent.  Lord  gtain  from  such  acU ;  and  that  the 
Mayo  thought,  be  avoided  by  our  sacrilice  of  a  policy  caicuUited  to  give 
pursuing  a  border  policy  of  watch-    at  least  the  hojKi  of  some  measure  of 

ful  defence,  by  giving  to  our  officers  l""^,^,  ^"  a  quarter  of  the  globe,  and 

.1  r*  'u  i.  conlidence  to  all   neighlK>aring  powers 

on  the  spot  power  to  puiiish  prompt-  i,i   the   integritv   and   disintei?stedno« 

ly   border  marauders,  by  suppress-  of  our  Intentions,  was  too  great  a  price 

ing    every   practice   that   could    be  to  jwiy  for  the   jiunishment  of  a  few 

reasonably  looked  on  as  provocation,  ^^^^^  savages.'* 
by  encouraging  the  tribes  to  come 
to  us  and  represent  their  grievances, 
and   by  insisting   upon    our  repre- 
sentatives cultivating  the  acquaint-        In  pursuance  of  tho  views  above 

ance,  and  if  possible  acquiring  tho  explained,  Lord  Mayo  dealt  with  the 

confidence,  of    the    natives  beyond  Mohammed  Kheyls,  a  border  tribe, 

our    limits.     Besides    the    general  so  as  to  bo  rewarded  with  brilliuit 

arguments  in  defence  of  his  views,  and  complete  success.     After  fifteen 

tho    Viceroy  used    special    reasons  month   of    outlawry    and    defiance, 

derived  from  the  peculiarity  of  our  "the  whole  tribe  surrendered  un- 

position  in  India,  which  he  thought  conditionally    in  October   last,  and 

decisive  of  the  question.     As  these  with   bare   heads,  and  with  turban 

ought    not    to    be    abridged,     wo  cloth   stretched  over  their   bonded 

give    them    in   Mr.  Strachey's   own  necks  in  token  of  submission,  placed 

words : —  tiieir  arms  at    the  Commissioner's 
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feet*^     This  act  was  followed  up  by  an  untoward  state  of  affairs  as  he 

others  showing  that  the  submission  found  at  the  commencement  of  his 

was  sincere  and  thorough.  Viceroyalty.      Of   course  there   are 

It  is  clear  at  a  glance  that  such  a  in  India,  as  in  other  countries, 
policy  as  has  been  here  sketched,  Ministers  and  other  officials,  high 
reasonable  and  enlightened  as  it  is  and  low,  whose  duties  belong  wholly 
seen  to  be  when  propounded,  re-  to  the  finances.  "We  know,  too, 
quires  minds  of  the  very  first  order  that  the  Qovernor-General  is  not  an 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  To  Lord  autocrat,  that  his  responsibilities 
Mayo,  and  such  vigorous  rulers  as  are  shared  by  a  most  efficient  Goun- 
he,  the  problem  is  practicable ;  but  cil,  and  that  the  thoughts  of  many 
what  immense  discrimination  is  re-  brains  go  to  make  up  the  designs 
quired  to  determine  the  exact  line  which  at  last  come  into  operation 
between  damaging  weakness  and  as  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
politic  forbearance;  to  perceive  in  State.  This  considered,  it  might 
what  cases  terror,  and  in  what  cases  seem  fair  to  object  to  our  observa- 
generosity,  will  most  affect  the  bar-  tions  this  remark,  that  the  Vice- 
barous  mind ;  what  a  lengthened  roy  is  but  one  of  many  to  whose 
and  clear  ken  must  that  be  which,  sagacity  good  government  is  due, 
looking  beyond  the  immediate  case  and  that  provided  he  has  efficient 
and  cause  of  quarrel,  can  perceive  counsellors,  and  sense  enough  to  be 
how  to  act  so  as  not  only  to  obtain  guided  by  their  advice,  he  may 
local  results,  but  to  impress  distant  achieve  success  on  easy  terms.  But 
and  powerful  nations  with  convic-  in  the  papers  before  us,  especial  care  is 
tions  favourable  to  our  general  aims  I  taken  to  show  where  the  principal 
Only  recently  we  have  heard  of  an  honour  is  due.  The  financial  mea- 
exercise  of  their  discretionary  power  sures  and  the  financial  reforms  were 
by  our  frontier  officers  which  demon-  Lord  Mayo's  own  ;  and  that  they 
strates  that  such  power  cannot  safe-  were  so  is  said  to  be  well  known 
ly  bo  intrusted,  as  a  rule,  even  to  "to  all  who  had  the  honour  of 
experienced  hands.  It  is,  however,  .  taking  part  in  his  administration.*^ 
a  patriotic  act  of  Mr.  Strachey,  as  Expressions  like  this,  often  recur- 
well  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  de-  ring  in  the  writings,  prove  not  only 
ceased  Governor-General,  to  put  on  how  willingly  the  chief  credit  "was 
record,  while  they  are  yet  fresh  in  conceded  to  the  Viceroy,  but  how 
the  recollections  of  many,  these  general  is  the  desire  that  all  should 
views  of  a  most  able  ruler.  know  his  great  deserts. 

The  finances  of  India  were,  on  The  condition  of  Indian  finance 
the  arrival  of  Lord  Mayo,  in  a  very  at  the  time  of  Lord  Mayo's  appoint- 
unsatisfactory  state.  He  at  once  ment  was  as  follows :  The  deficit 
took  measures  for  remedying  the  of  the  preceding  three  years  amount- 
evils  that  immediately  pressed  ;  and,  ed  to  £8,800,000 ;  tlie  cash  balances 
after  profoundly  considering  the  had  been  reduced  from  £13,800,000 
great  questions  of  expenditure  and  to  £10,200,000 ;  the  public  debt 
revenue,  ho  inaugurated  a  policy  had  been  increased  by  £5,900,000, 
calculated  to  preserve  financial  equi-  besides  the  sum  of  £2,200,000  rail- 
librium  in  time  to  come,  and  to  way  capital  received  in  excess  of 
render  impossible  in  the  future  such  the  amount  expended.*      The  year 

*  Merc  figures  without  considerable  explanations  cannot,  Mr.  Strachey  reminds  us, 
convey  a  very  exact  idea  of  the  state  of  things.  Fart  of  the  deficit  was  nominal,  part 
was  due  to  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  t^e  Abyssinian  war.  In  the  text  it  is 
sought  to  give  no  more  than  a  general  notion  by  roimd  numbers. 
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1868-69    closed    with    a    deficit    of  the  bucccss  of  our  late  loon,  the  credit 

£4,100,000.      The    expected   deficit  of  India  never  stood  higher.    Tlie  en- 

pn   1869-70  was  £1750^000.      But  ^^  r^^l/?„f  ^j^^^^^ 

m    the  autumn   of    1869   measures  which    have    within    the    last  twenty 

were  taken,  ''under  the  close  per-  years  been  constructed,  are  beginning 

sonal  inspection  of  Lord  Mayo,"  to  ^  ^<5  ^elt  throughout  the  length  and 

arrest  the  evil  before  it  hadbelsome  S!;^j!il'l*^t\?!!'^4u 

A  J  j'l.*       \  A.  '  Froviaence,   with   the   seasonable    and 

rumous.     Additional  taxes  were  im-  plentiful  rahifaU  of  the  last  few  weeks, 

posed;    but,  at  the  same  time,  im-  all  danger  of  famine,  and  of  the  con- 

mense    reductions    of    expenditure  tinuance  of  the  lnjte  severe  distress,  has 

were  ordered.     This  was  the  turn-  P^^sed  away.     The   steadv  rise  which 

;r.»^/x:»f       Tk*»   Anor^/«^a    ^f   1QAQ  has  taken  place  in  the  value  of  labour 

ing.point.      The  finances    of   1869-  ^^^  ^^e  fong  materially  increase  the 

70   were    miprovea   by  more    than  wealth  and  contentment  of  the  people. 

£1,700,000 ;  and  for  the  three  years  With  us  then  it  rests,  by  carejrul  ad- 

of    Lord    Mayo's    government    the  ministration,  and  by  a  strict  adherence 

surplus    on    the    ordinary    account  ^^^?!| 'iSfiS '^T*?'  P™^^^ 

i.  J    i.      /»j  o/\rw  /w\/\     *!-•  economy   which,    In   the    conduct    of 

amounted    to   £4,800,000,    this    re-  affWrs  alike  of  naUons  and  individnato, 

suit  having  been   obtained  without  are  indispensable  to  the  attainment  of 

any  serious  permanent  addition  to  safety  and  success,  to  use  to  the  nt- 

the  burdens  of  the  people.  ^^^\  e^,^°^  ^or    the   benefit  of  Uie 

What  kinds  of  reductions  it  was  P^^t'^m^i^.S^^^^^^^  ^^^"^  ^'  ^ 
thought  most  desirable  to  make  for 
permanently  keeping  down  the  ex- 
penditure we  shall  give  some  idea  of  This  is  the  right  place  to  mention 
when  we  say  a  few  words  under  the  the  completeness  with  which  Lofd 
heads  of  Communications,  Military  Mayo  overlooked  the  pecuniary  dil^ 
Administration,  Public  Works,  and  ficulties  of  the  country.  He  had 
so  forth.  In  the  mean  time,  the  planned  in  1869  a  magnificent  re- 
celerity  with  which  the  Viceroy  had  ception  of  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of 
mastered  this  finance  difficulty  may  Edinburgh  at  Agra.  All  the  chi^ 
be  judged  of  from  the  concluding  par-  of  India  were  summoned  to  what 
agraphs,  **  added  by  his  own  hand,**  was  intended  to  he  an  unusually 
to  a  despatch  from  the  Government  grand  and  impressive  durbar.  Bat 
of  India  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  when  the  heavy  deficit  was  ascer- 
dated  20th  September  1869  : —  tained,  thought  of  the  burdens  whidi 

would  be  thrown  upon  the  people  by 

"  Wc  have  described  to  your  Grace  ^?®  marches  of  retmues  and  armies 

the  dangers   and  difficulties  which,  in  through   the  distncts,  mduced  him 

our  opinion,  surround  our  present  posi-  to  abandon  this    attractive   design, 

tfon.     We  must,  however,  in  conclu-  and  to  receive  H.R.H.  at  Calcutta. 

sion,  assure  your  Grace  that,  notwttli-  xjero  the  reoention  wan  mont  nnhlv 

standing  the  somewhat  gloomy  picture  "^F®  *T  reception  yrna  most  nooiy 

we   have  been   obliged   to   draw,   the  *"<*    splendidly    earned    out;      the 

general  aspect  of  affiiirs  inspires  us  with  (Governors  of  Madras  and  Bombajr, 

the  fullest  confidence  in  the  future  pro-  the    principal    British     officials    In 

l^'^L  ^f  ^^  #  Y®  entertain  no  India,  and  some  of  the  native  chteft 
apprehension  of  foreign  invasion  or  i  vi  *  'u  *  j  i_  ^u  • 
domestic  disturbance.  For  all  pur-  *"^  nobles,  contnbuted  by  thenr 
poses  of  defences,  and  for  the  preserva-  presence  to  the  grandeur  of  the  en- 
lion  of  peace,  our  military  and  police  tertainments.  The  gorgeous  displays 
oi^nisatlons  are  strong  and  efliclent  rivalled  the  OrienUl  splendours  of 
The  splendid  revenue  of  the  empire  is  ^fu^.  ^.«o.  K«f  ^v.^  JLt^m^^  •«m.«» 
contributed  by  a  popuUUon  which,  Tu^  ^^\,^  7^  ^.^*^  ^?^ 
compared  with  that  of  other  countries,  0'  his  Excellency  the  Viceroy  bore 
is   lightly  taxed.     As  was   proved   by  as  much  as  possible  of  the  expense. 
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He  spent  on  this  occasion  upwards  were  each  confined  to  a  certain  ex- 
of  a  lac  of  rupees,  which  sum  the  penditure.  They  had  to  look  about 
Supreme  Council  unanimously  de-  them  to  observe  in  what  way  the 
sired  to  repay^  but  Lord  Mayo  annual  grants  could  be  most  advan- 
decltned  to  be  reimbursed.  Thus  tageously  applied;  and  they  woke 
his  liberality,  always  remarkable,  up  to  the  necessity  of  making  the 
was  not  thoughtless,  but  wisely  and  grants  go  as  far  as  possible — a  pro- 
considerately  applied,  and  exercised,  blera  with  which,  probably,  they 
as  all  his  talents  were,  for  the  gene-  had  hitherto  never  troubled  them- 
ral  good.  selves  much.  The  new  plan  had 
^fore  Lord  Mayors  Yiceroyalfy,  the  best  possible  effect,  and  will,  no 
the  finances  of  India  were  worked  doubt,  bear  much  better  fi*uit  than 
wholly  by  the  supreme  Government  it  has  borne  as  yet  **  The  honour 
They  spent  money  in  the  provinces,  of  practically  inaugurating  it  belongs 
but  it  was  provided  at  Calcutta,  to  Lord  Mayo,  and  it  will  remam 
Local  Governments  made  their  de-  one  of  the  most  important  monu- 
mands,  obtained  what  grants  they  ments  of  his  administration.'' 
could,  spent  what  they  got,  and  The  increase  of  the  public  debt 
more  too,  yet  were  still  dissatisfied.  — which  in  these  days  of  pro- 
They  were  in  nowise  responsible  for  gress  cannot  altogether  be  avoided 
the  maintenance  of  any  proportion  —ought,  in  Lord  Mayo's  opinion, 
between  the  contributions  and  the  to  be  permitted  only  after  most 
expenses  of  the  provinces.  All  that  careful  circumspection.  State  rail- 
was  done  for  them.  So  there  was  ways,  the  most  fruitful  causes  of 
a  sort  of  scramble  for  money,  in  borrowing,  should  never,  he  thought, 
which  not  those  provinces  which  be  undertaken  at  all,  unless  it  can 
wanted  it  most,  but  those  which  be  shown  that  they  will  be  speedily 
most  speciouslv  or  importunately  remunerative.  That  this  condition 
put  forward  their  demands,  often  might  be  the  more  easily  fulfilled, 
succeeded  best.  The  sagacity  of  he  advocated  a  narrow  gauge,  and 
Lord  Mayo  pei:ceived  that  this  sys-  every  severity  of  design  calculated 
tern  was  answerable  for  a  ^eat  deal  to  keep  down  the  prime  cost  As 
of  the  financial  difficulties.  He  long  as  any  debt  should  remain,  he 
decided  that  the  local  Governments  would  have  kept  the  accounts  of 
should  be  made  to  feel  responsibility  the  undertaking  altogether  separate 
for  what  they  might  propose,  and  firom  the  ordinary  annual  accounts, 
for  maintaining  a  just  balance  be-  and  would  have  applied  all  profits 
tween  the  outlay  of  each  province  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt,  and 
and  the  share  of  the  general  revenue  allowed  them  to  be  applicable  to  no 
which  it  might  fairly  claim  to  use.  other  purpose  whatever.  Worlds  of 
He  ascertained  and  declared  what  irrigation,  which  he  knew  to  be 
in  each  case  that  share  of  the  general  indispensable  if  there  were  to  be 
revenue  could  be,  and  then  held  any  safeguard  against  constantly- 
the  local  powers  answerable  for  not  recurring  famines,  he  wished  to  be 
exceeding  this  grant  (which  would  made  chargeable  to  the  districts 
be  almost  a  fixed  sum  for  many  which  they  were  to  benefit,  and 
years),  and  for  applying  it  so  as  to  not  to  general  revenue.  ^  As  a 
meet  most  effectually  the  local  re-  matter  of  principle,  the  people  of 
quirements.  All  at  once  the  pro-  Madras  should  not  pay. for  the  en- 
vindal  Governments  found  that,  in-  richment  of  the  Pui^ab,  nor  the 
stead  of  having  a  purse  of  apparently  people  of  Bengal  for  the  irrigation 
unlimited  depth  to  draw  on,  they  of  Sindh."      These   views    of    his 
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with  regard  to  loans  have,  however,  strength  in  men  and  guns.  In 
not  yet  been  put  in  practice;  they  the  same  period  factories  for  am- 
are  part  of  the  large  legacy  of  pro-  munition  for  the  modem  rifles 
found  and  far-stretching  thought  have  been  established;  and  the 
which  he  has  left  for  succeedmg  rifles  themselves — breech-loaders  for 
legislators  to  make  the  most  ef.  the  British  and  muzzle-loaders  for 

In  the  construction  of  railways  the  native  troops — have  been  every- 
the  Viceroy  introduced  changes  where  supplied.  A  camp  of  in- 
which  made  the  cost  of  a  mile  struction  was  held  in  1871,  and 
£5000,  where  it  had  been,  accord-  camps  are  intended  to  be  hereafter 
ing  to  the  older  plans,  £17,000.  held  periodically.  By  building  ooi- 
Though  he  would  have  dispensed  tage-barracks  in  the  hills,  instead  of 
with  railways  rather  than  have  in-  the  expensive  permanent  barracks 
cautiously  loaded  the  State  with  which  it  had  been  intended  to  erect, 
debt,  yet  the  interest  which  betook  a  considerable  saving  was  effected; 
in  railway  extension  and  construe-  but  the  construction  of  the  costlier 
tion  was  very  lively.  One  of  his  class  had  proceeded  so  far  before 
rapid  journeys,  which  astonished  the  reform  began,  that  there  re- 
natives  and  Anglo-Indians  alike,  mained  but  few  stations  at  which 
was  undertaken  in  the  spring  oif  the  cheaper  sort  could  be  built 
1870  to  open  the  Khancaon  Cotton  One  brigade  and  five  batteries  of 
Branch  Railway  and  the  line  be-  horse-artillery,  with  thirty  guns, 
twecn  Calcutta  and  Bombay.  To  and  a  brigade  and  three  batteries 
accomplish  this  he  travelled  2600  of  garrison  artillery,  were  reduced. 
miles  in  a  fortnight,  and  only  part  But  this  does  not  mean  that  the 
of  it  by  rail.  The  former  of  these  number  of  gunners  was  reduced. 
lines  was  the  first  constructed  by  The  men,  according  to  the  former 
the  State  without  the  intervention  arrangement,  had  been  too  much 
of  a  company.  It  had  been  pushed  spread  out,  so  that  the  guns  were 
forward  with  extraordinary  vigour,  undermanned.  By  reducing  the 
and  was  opened  in  less  than  ten  number  of  guns  and  increasing  the 
months  after  the  Government  de-  strength  in  men  of  each  bat^ox 
cided  upon  making  it  In  Decem-  the  artillery  was  rendered  more 
ber  of  the  same  year  the  Viceroy  efficient,  and  the  number  of  guns 
opened  the  Goolunda  extension  of  retained  was  still  ample  in  propor- 
the  Eastern  Bengal  Railway.  His  tion  to  other  armies  to  fulfil  the 
ideas  of  a  system  of  Indian  rail-  requirements  of  the  severest  tacti- 
ways  were,  like  all  his  other  ideas,  cians.  Sanitary  measures  for  the 
well  thought  out,  clear,  and  decided,  army  were  a  special  care  of  Lord 
His  attention  and  personal  exer-  Mayo.  For  procuring  healthy  can- 
tions  were  expended  in  projecting  tonments,  establishing  lock-horoi- 
and  pushing  forward  works  of  irri-  tals,  insuring  a  pure  water  suppfy, 
gation  as  much  as  railways — ^indeed,  he  grudged  no  expense,  seeing,  as 
he  seemed  to  attach  more  import-  such  a  man  must  have  seen,  that 
ance  to  the  canals  than  to  the  lines,  to  kill  poor  soldiers  for  want  of 
Many  grand  works  at  this  day  in  sanitary  precautions  is  one  of  the 
progress  all  over  India  are  witnesses  most  expensive  and  barbarous  of 
of  his  zeal  in  this  direction.  economies. 

During  the  three  years  of  his  It  was  the  fixed  opinion  of  Lord 
rule,  Lord  Mayo  reduced  the  mili-  Mayo  that  a  reduction  in  the  native 
tary  charges  by  about  half  a  million,  army  might  be  eftected  without 
^without    appreciably    altering     the    hazard ;    but  he  failed  to  oonvinoe 
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others  of  the  expediency  of  making  ly  fixed  at  a  constant  sum  of  money, 

this  change,  and  nothing  was  done  This  plan  will  probably  be  carried 

in    that    direction.      The    opinion,  into  effect,  and  its  adoption  will  be 

however,  of  so  wise  a  man  remains  due  to  the  strong  and  cordial  support 

as  ground  for  consideration  to  sue-  which  it  received  from  Lord  Mayo, 

ceeding  administrators.  although  the  origination  of  the  great 

^measures  of  local  taxation  in  Bengal 

**  Other  military  reforms  had  received  is  due  to  Lord  Lawrence  and   the 

much  of  his  attenUon.    He  regard^  it  Duke  of  Argyll     Yet  under  the  au- 

as  an  anomaly  to  have  divided  author-  „^'  .„  ^/  t  ^^  \r««A  ♦u^  .^.a^^  ^^^^a 

ity  and  cental  In  what  is  practically  spices  of  Lord  Mavo  the  great  princi- 

one  army,  and  he  believed  it  to  be  in-  pl©  was  at  length  laid  down,  that 

expedient  to  maintain  triple  establish-  works,  large  or  small,  for  the  benefit  of 

ments  where  one  would  suffice.     Up  a  particular  province,  must  be  carried 

to  Uie  time  of  his   death   he  was  re-  ^    ^  the  expense  of  that  province, 

volving  measures  for  the  improvement  t^            u*    r^"""  ^*  «**«»'  v  ^""*v^- 

of    the    Stud    and    Ordnance    Depart-  It    was   his  end^vour  that  m   car- 

mentSf  and  for  enabling  tlie  Lawrence  rving  out  these  local  improvements 

Asvlums   in   the  hills,  those  excellent  the  natives  of  the  country  should  be 

Institutions  *SL*?u    ®^"?**^°^  ^^^  ^^  associated  as  much  as  possible  with 

children    of    British   soldiers,   to   fulfil  fu^  ^ffl^^-o  **#  fK.»  P/^«.«i««.««+ .  ««,i 

more   adequately   the  desigiJ  of   their  the  officers  of  the  Government ;  and 

founder;  and  it  waa  within  a  few  days  he    took   every   occasion   of  urging 

only    of  his   death  that   the   eminent  that  they  should  be  encouraged  to 

officers  whom  he  had  caused  to  be  sent  take  an  active  part  in  the  manage- 

from  England  for  the  puyosesub^^^  ment    of    their    own    local    affairs, 

ted  their  proposals  on  the  means  to  be  ^t*      a     xu      r  au       v  i             i  a* 

taken  to  render  our  porta  secure  from  Nme-tenths  of  the  whole  population 

insult,  and   for  supplying  the  marine  depend  for  their  uvelihood  upon  the 

requirements  of  the  country."  land.    It  follows,  therefore,  that  upon 

the  healthy  condition  of  agriculture 
Arriving  with  the  problems  of  must  depend  both  national  progress 
the  land  question  in  Ireland  still  and  national  prosperity.  Yet  plain 
fresh  in  his  mind,  Lord  Mayo  had  as  this  truth  is,  and  many  as  have 
but  little  trouble  in  comprehending  been  the  able  men  who  have  ac- 
the  difficulties — strictly  analogous  knowledged  it,  "Lord  Mayo  was 
in  manv  respects  to  those  of  Lreland  the  first  to  give  it  distinct  utterance 
— which  beset  the  land  question  in  and  to  act  .upon  it"  Besides  agri- 
India.  He  learned  we  are  told,  in  culture  proper,  the  improvement  of 
three  years,  more  about  settlements  the  breeds  of  cattle  and  horses,  the 
of  lands,  zemindaree  and  ryotwaree.  reorganisation  of  studs,  the  diffusion 
systems,  and  tenant  and  occupancy  of  veterinary  knowledge,  the  asccr- 
nghts,  than  most  men  acquire  in  a  taining  oi  the  causes  of  cattle 
lifetime.  He  combated  with  all  the  plagues  and  the  application  of 
force  of  his  mind  the  scheme  of  ex-  remedies,  the  establishment  of  model 
tending  to  other  parts  of  India  such  farms  and  agricultural  schools  and 
a  settlement  of  the  land  revenue  as  colleges  throughout  the  country, 
exists  in  Bengal,  where,  as  he  be-  were  subjects  which  he  studied 
lieved,  we  have  thrown  away  an  not  to  gratify  enthusiastic  fancies, 
immense  income,  and  thereby  made  but  to  work  out  sound  practical 
it  necessary  to  impose  heavy  burdens  results. 

oa  the  whole  country  without  con-  An  act  to  extend  and  regulate  the 

ferring  any  real  benefit     He  was  in  system  of  giving  advances  of  public 

favour  of  an  assessment  on  the  land  money  to  landlords  and  tenants  for 

fixed  at  a  certain  proportion  to  the  minor  improvements  which  can  be 

produce,  instead  of  being  permanent-  carried  out  without  the  assistance  of 
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tho   engineer,  and  without  a  large  lege  for  the  education  of  the  sons  of 

outlay,  became  law  in  1871.     It  was  the  chiefs  and  nobles  at  Ajmero,  he 

framed  under  the  Viceroy's  own  in-  performed  one  of  his  long  and  rapid 

structions,  and  considered  by  him  journeys,  extending  over  more  than 

in  idl  its  details.     A  similar  measure  2000  miles,  and  inTolving  great  ex- 

for  making  loans  to  municipalities,  ertion  and    exposure.    At   Ajmere 

and  other  public  bodies,  was  passed'  he    held,   on  22d  October  1870,  a 

about    the    same    time,    its   object  great  durbar,  which  was  attended 

being  to  give  to  the  neglected  cities  by  very    many  native    chiefs    and 

of  India  benefits  as  great  as  those  nobles.     From  his  speech  to  them, 

which  were  anticipated  from  the  ad-  which  breathed  goodwill  and  good 

vances  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  advice,  we  extract  the  remarks  which 

measures  to  be  taken   under  these  refer  to  education. 

acts  were  under  consideration  when 

Lord  Mayo  died.     He  saw  little  or 

nothing    of  the  eflfects  of  his  great  ".And  now  let  me  menUon  a  project 

meas\^es,  **but  the  time  will  come  ^^^^^,^  ?*7,  ™^*^^  *^  ?f^    S  ^^ 

L      Au    V       ni.  "^J*  r*""  '^"^  Vrv  much  to  invito  your  SBeistance  to  enaMe 

when  the  benefits  of  the  work  which  mo  to  establish  at  Almere  a  school  or 
he  inaugurated  will  be  a  lasting  college  which  should  be  devoted  ex- 
memorial  in  his  honour.'*  clusively  to  the  education  of  the  sons 
The  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  ^f  the  chiefs  princes,  and  loidii^ 
«.•«  •  c«K^««*  .«k:«K  *u«Tr:««.rv«.i,fU  Thakoors  of  Rajpootana.  It  should 
was  a  subject  which  the  Viceroy  had  y^  ^n  institution  iStod  to  the  position 
much  at  heart,  and  over  which  he  and  rank  of  the  boys  for  whose  in- 
had  pondered  deeply.  Of  course,  struction  it  is  intended^  and  such  a 
a  very  great  deal  had  been  accom-  system  of  teaching  should  be  founded 

pUshed  in  promoting  education  be-  f  TJ'^^^  ^^  J?^4  ?^f.°^^«^  ?^  ^^ 
*:  V^  \.  r*^"*^'-  ft  ^«v«  .vo  *,^  ^^j.  ^jjg  Important  duties  which  m  after- 
fore  his  time,  and  before  the  time  uf e  they  would  bo  called  upon  to  die- 
of  his  predecessor,  Lord  Lawrence,  charge.  It  would  not  be  possible  on 
But  the  medium  through  which  in-  this  occasion  to  describe  minutely  tho 
formation  was  conveyed  was,  for  tiie  ^^^^^  features  of  such  an  histitutton, 
,«^of  •v-.f  ♦K«.  i7»»i:r,K  i«n^,»»« .  but  I  hope  to  communicate  with  jrou 
most  pwt,  ttie  English  language;  ghortly  on  the  subject;  and  I  trust  you 
and  although  Lord  Mayo  entirely  will  favour  and  support  an  attempt  to 
approved  of  the  higher  branches  of  give  to  the  youth  of  Rajpootana  in- 
science  being  taught  in  English,  he  struction  suiUble  to  theb-  high  birth 

was  convinced  at  the  same  time  that  *"^ll  go*^*^*^"-      ...           i,    _  *    ^ 

»»»o  wuf  u«v.«7u  <»  M«»  oaiuv  uiuv  witt»  44  gg  agsnred  that  we  ask  you  to  do 

the  Ignorance  of  the  masses  could  gii  this  for  no  other  but  your  own 

never  be  reached  unless  elementary  benefit    If  we  wished  vou  to  remain 

information  were  conveyed  to  them  weak,  we  should  say.   '^Be  poor,  and 

in  then-  native  tongues,     A  system  Ignorant,  and  disorderly.'    It  b^becaose 

r.f  ^.,.««f:^n    i»«^    u    ««««»-    i.^«  w®  ^i*h    you  to   be  strong  that  we 

of  educatiOTi    had,   it    seems,   been  desire  to  see  you  rich,  instrocted,  and 

willingly  adopted  by  the  Hmdus  ;  well  governed.    It  is  for  such  oUecta 

but  this  system  was  not  at  all  agree-  that  the  servants  of  the  Queen  raui  In 

able  to  the  Mohammedans.     To  pro-  I"dia ;  and  Providence  wlu  ever  sustain 

mote  the  enUghtenment  of  the  ktter  ^^J'"  ""^^  «^''^™  '"*"  ""^  P^P^*'" 
became  therefore  a  leading  desire  of 
the  Governor-General,  who  felt  the 

necessity  of   developing   low -class  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  Lord 

education,  and  of  providing  means  Mayo  to   be    assisted    by    a    most 

for  its  support — also  of  encouraging  efficient  Council     It  was  his  sift  to 

a  vernacular  hterature.  With  a  view  be  able  to  appreciate  the  semceB  of 

to  many  great  results,  and  among  its  members,  and  so  to  support  eadi 

them  to  the  establishment  of  a  col-  in  getting  through  meritorious  work. 
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Sir  Henry  Maine  first,  and  then  Mr.  seemed  to  exhaust    his    energy  of 

Stejphen,   was    responsihle   for    the  mind  or  hody — ^neither  fatigue,  heat, 

business    of    legislation ;    by    their  nor  a  rude  mode  of  travelling  oper- 

exertions  a  great  number  of  import-  ated  as  a  bar  to  his  acUyity.    In  one 

ant  Acts  were  passed,  but  not  with  year,  on  purely  official  journeys,  he 

a  yiew  to  increase  the  bulk  of  the  travelled  over  more  than  9000  miles 

laws.     The    object    of    them    was  of  ^und.     **  He  had  seen  more  of 

rather  to  condense  and  codify  the  India  in  the  three  years  since  he 

confused  mass  of   old  Regulations  became  Viceroy,  than  any  man  that 

and  Acts,  to  repeal  old  enactments,  I  have  known  has  seen  of  it  in  his 

to  put  the  whole  code  into  order,  life.     There  was  hardly  an  import- 

and  to  make  it  clear   and   unmis-  ant  province  that  he  had  not  visited, 

takable.     In  effect,  the  number  of  or  a  man  of  mark  that  he  did  not 

the  laws  was  reduced  by  three  or  know." 

four  hundred,  and  the  consolidation  Jail  discipline  was  a  subject  in 

of  them  was  as  perfect  as  in  any  which    Lord    Mayo    took    especial 

civilised    country    in    the     world,  interest      He   had    been  a  steady 

The  Hindu  and  Mohammedan  laws  supporter  of   the  Irish  system   of 

we  can,  of  course,  scarcely  modify  at  treating  convicts,  and  he  possessed 

all ;   but  the  law  of  British  India  experience  which  might  be  turned 

has  been  brought  into  a  very  satis-  to  excellent  account   in  punishing 

factory    state  ;    and    although    the  criminals  in  the  East     He  desired 

Viceroy  was    concerned    but    little  to  establish  prisons  in  the  hills  for 

with  details,  he  was  always  ready  to  Europeans,  to  utilise  convict  labour 

take  an  active  part  in  the  discussion  in  outdoor  work,  and  to  modify  the 

of  principles.  system  of  punishments  and  rewards. 

Devotion  to  the  important  work  It  was  with  a  view  to  rendering  the 
of  government  did  not  prevent  Lord  penal  settlement  at  Port  Blair,  in 
Mayo  from  making  efforts,  wherever  the  Andaman  Isles,  more  effective 
practicable,  for  the  advancement  of  and  more  economical,  that  he  was 
literature  and  art  A  new  depart-  induced  to  visit  that  colony,  and  to 
ment  of  archsBology  was  established,  make  the  last  official  excursion  in 
and  a  scheme  carefully  devised  for  what  had  already  become  a  very 
the  preservation  and  collection  of  remarkable  career, 
ancient  manuscripts.  Gazetteers  also  The  condition  of  the  penal  settle- 
are  in  progress  for  almost  every  part  ment  certainly  required  to  be  inves- 
of  British  India.  These  will  one  tigated.  Much  fault  had  been  found 
day  be  combined  into  a  great  and  with  the  establishment,  officially 
comprehensive  work,  containing  and  unofficially ;  but  the  two  prin- 
gen^iil  and  particular  information  cipal  imputed  defects,  though  both 
of  the  very  first  importance  regard-  very  grave  indeed,  appear  at  first 
ing  our  empire  in  the  East  view  to  contradict  each  other.     The 

In  short,  whether  at- his  desk  or  one  is,  that  the  lawless  beings  who 

in  the  saddle  the  Viceroy  appears  were    confined    there    found    their 

to  have  been  perpetually  at  work,  punishment  intolerable ;    that  they 

In  the  short  intervals  of  a  journey,  would  have    preferred    death,    and 

he  is  seen  always  holding  durbars,  therefore  had  no  regard  for  life ;  and 

inspecting   works    or  buildings,   or  that  their  minds  were  filled  with 

giving  audiences.      After  a  luurass-  gloomy  thouehts  of  revenge.     The 

ing  season  at  Calcutta,  we  see  him  other  is,  that  discipline  was  lax ;  that 

ready  to  start  on  a  most  fatiguing  the  convicts    were  unrestrained  in 

tour  of  incredible  length.     Nothing  certain  ways  not  at  all    usual    in 
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prisons ;   and  that  they  had  it  in  January,  the  Viceroy,  accompanied 
their    power    to     procure     deadly  b^   the  Countess  of  Mayo  and  by 
weapons  and    intoxicating  liquors;  his     staf^    left    Calcutta    in    H.M. 
also,  that  some  of  them  gave  enter-  steam-frigate  Glasgow  to  visit  Brit- 
tainmcnts  to  their  fellow-prisoners,  ish     Burmah    and    the    Andaman 
As  to  a  very  extraordinary  licence  Islands.     Those  who  have  made  it 
having    existed    there    can    be    no  a  labour  of  respect  and  love  to  note 
doubt     On  some  of  the  Islands  the  the  last  incidents  of  a  life  which  to 
prisoners  appear  to    have  been  at  them  was  a   great  example,   dwell 
liberty  to  roam    about   at    certain  mournfully  on  certain  remarks  made 
times  even  when  not  in  possession  during  this  voyage  by  Lord  Mayo 
of  tickets-of-leave ;  they  had  oppor-  concerning  the  dangers  encountered 
tunities  of  plotting  together ;  and  it  by  ofQcials  in  India  who  are  much 
was  even  possible  for  them  to  be  to  in  the  way  of  the  native  population, 
a  great  extent  at  large  after  dark.  Either  in  reference   to    the  recent 
But  perhaps  a  short  reflection  on  assassination  of  Mr.  Justice  Norman, 
the  kind  of  laxity  which  prevailed  or  in  reply  to  advices  urging  himself 
will   bring  with   it    the    conviction  to  caution,  he  exclaimed,  '*  I  do  not 
that  it  was  not  calculated  to  assuage  believe  that  any  precaution  will  pre- 
the    miseries    of    confinement   and  vail  against  a  aetermined  attempt  to 
forced  labour.     The  convicts  were,  assassinate."    It  is  probable,  now- 
many  of  them  semi-savages  of  wild  ever,   that  Lord  Mayo,   like  many 
lawless  natures,  to  whom  depriva-  another  bold  and  great  man,  uncon- 
tion  of  liberty  was  in  itself  a  death,  scious  of  apprehension  and  abhor- 
and  whose  sense  of  the  loss  of  their  ring  the  feeling  of  distrust,  was  too 
wild  freedom  would  be  only  aggra-  impatient  of  cumbrous  retinues  and 
vated  by  talking  over  their  fancied  of    the    appearance    of    insecurity 
wrongs,  and  stimulating  each  other  which  attended  them.     Certain  it  is 
to  vengeance.     Indulgence  in  strong  that  he  dispensed  with  many  pre- 
liquors  would  only  tend   to   make  cautions  which  great  officials,  both 
wild  passion  ungovernable.     We  do  civil  and  military,  had  thought  it 
not  gather  from    any    of    the    ac-  their  duty  to  observe.     A  letter  of 
counts  that  judicious  measures  were  remonstrance,  to  which  the  greatest 
taken  for  taming  these  fierce  spirits,  interest  now  attaches,  is  lying  before 
for  bringing  them    to    admit  that  us  as  we  write.     It  was  addressed 
their  sentences    were  deserved,   or  in  September  last  to  the  Govcmor- 
for  inducing  them  to  seek  for  allevia-  General  by  an  officer  of   rank  at 
tion  of  their  sentences  through  sub-  Simla,  and  it  points  out  with  much 
mission  and  reformation  of   mind,  force  the    propriety — nay,  the   ab- 
Thus  it  is  probable  that  the  com-  solute    duty — of  being  more  effec- 
plaints  —  of  the  desperate  state  of  tually  guarded  on  certain  occasions, 
mind  of  the  prisoners,  and  of  the  Lord  Dalhousie  (so  it  says),  Lord 
imperfect     discipline  —  were     well  Canning,  Sir  Charles    Napier,   and 
founded.      Lord    Mayo    desired  to  Lord  Lawrence — all  of  them  men  of 
inspect  the    place    personally,  not  undoubted  courage ,  did  not  disdain 
only  as  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  employment  of  a  body-guard  nor 
the  public,  but  with  the  merciful  other  precautions ;  and  the  sad  death 
intent  of  mitigating,  if  necessary  and  of  Mr.  Justice  Norman,  who  had  been 
pnicticable,  the  horrors  which  were  singled  out  for  destruction,  was  a 
said  to  turn  a  convict's  mind  into  a  warning  that  such  provisions  ought 
helL  to  be  resumed.    As  if  the  writer  bad 
Accordingly,  on  the  24th  of  last  heard  before  expres.sed  the  Viceroy's 
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remark  concerning  the  usolessness  of  durbars,  receiving  native  gentle^ 
attempting  to  guard  against  a  deter-  men,  visiting  institutions,  looking 
mined  assassin,  he  argues  this  pointy  at  sites  for  railways  and  places  for 
and  sets  forth  that,  although  caution  fortiUcations,  speaking  encouraging 
may  possibly  not  avail  against  a  words  to  deputations,  and  giving 
murderer  determined  to  execute  his  new  life  to  the  province." 
purpose  at  any  cost,  yet  that  there  On  the  8th  February  the  Vice- 
are  very  few  who  are  so  determined,  roy  arrived  at  Port  Blair,  where  he 
and  to  whom  the  opportunity  of  landed  and  spent  the  morning  in 
committing  their  crime  easily,  and  making  inspections,  after  which  he 
of  escaping  after,  might  not  be  a  returned  on  board.  After  noon  he 
condition  of  their  making  the  at-  landed  again  and  made  fmrthcr  in- 
tempt  to  kilL  The  personal  staff,  spections,  which  occupied  him  till 
fully  alive  to  the  risk,  seem  on  all  five  o'clock.  It  then  became  a  ques- 
occasions,  not  excepting  that  which  tion  whether  he  would  ascend  a 
led  to  the  Viceroy's  death,  to  have  height  named  Mount  Harriet,  above 
done  all  in  their  power  to  detoct  Hopetown,  whence  there  was  a  mag- 
and  ward  ofi  danger,  but  it  was  de-  nificent  view  of  the  Andaman  group, 
creed  that  their  charge  should  die.  Fatiguing  as  had  been  the  work  of 
Of  equal  interest  with  the  above  the  day,  Lord  Mayo  determined 
documents  are  some  note- sheets,  that  he  would  mount  the  hill,  which 
which  we  have  just  perused,  relat-  is  1153  feet  high.  A  solitary  pony 
ing  to  the  very  last  work  which  was  procured  for  his  Excellency's 
Lord  Mayo  did.  Among  them  Are  accommodation,  who,  however,  made 
"Questions  to  be  asked  at  Ran-  much  obje<^tion  to  riding  up  while 
goon;"  and  these  are  about  provi-  his  attendants  went  on  foot  The 
sions  for  the  troops,  Australian  ascent  was  soon  accomplished,  and 
meat,  possibility  of  growing  potatoes,  the  party  rested  until  sundown  in  a 
contracts  for  rum,  milk  for  hospital,  summer-house  on  the  top,  enjoying 
issues  of  barrack  furniture,  and  price  the  fine  evening  and  the  charming 
of  elephants.      "Questions  for  Col-  panorama.      All    the   way  up,    the 

onel ^"  have  reference  to  agri-  murderer,  hidden  among  the  bushes, 

culture  and  road-making.  "  Ques-  had  travelled  side  by  side  with  his 
tions  for  District  Officers"  concern  victim,  seeking  an  opportunity, 
the  consumption  of  opium.  And  which  did  not  at  that  time  occiu*,  of 
"Notes  on  Port  Blair"  are  marked  executing  his  fell  design.  How  it 
for  Agricultural  Department,  and  re-  was  possible  for  a  convict  at  his 
f  er  to  military  command,  prosecution  own  pleasure  to  '^separate  himself 
of  reclamation  of  ground  by  convicts  from  his  fellow-prisoners  and  go  up 
in  place  of  building,  drainage,  use  Mount  Harriet,  we  have  not  seen 
of  bricks  instead  of  stone  for  build-  explained ;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
ing  as  being  cheaper,  buildings  of  that  the  assassin  did  so,  notwith- 
jungle  timber  to  be  used  for  the  standing  that  he  was  already  a  con- 
present,  inquiries  about  a  steamer  victed  murderer,  and  had  been  sent 
and  steam-barge.  These  notes  are  to  the  settlement  to  expiate  the 
in  the  EarPs  own  handwriting,  and  crime  of  destroying  one  of  his  coun- 
those  on  Port  Blair  would  appear  to  trymen  in  pursuance  of  a  family 
have  been  made  only  an  hour  or  two  feud  of  long  standing.  An  Affghan 
before  his  death.  He  was  enthusi-  by  birth,  his  name  was  Sher  Ali : 
astically  received  at  Rangoon  and  his  former  crime  having  been  com- 
Moulmein,  "where  every  moment  mitted  within  the  British  border, 
of  the  day  was    spent  m  holding  he  was  tried  and  punished  for  it; 
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but  as  these  feuds,  and  the  bloody  into    the    water,   which  was   there 

deeds  to  which  they  lead,  are  looked  about  two  feet  deep.    He  was  there 

upon  as  Tenia!,  and  indeed  reason-  obsenred    standing    up,    with    the 

able,  by  his  race,  his  sentence  had  manner  of   one   collecting   himself 

long  rankled  in  his  fierce  mind.     On  after  a  fall,  and  brushing  the  hair 

hearing  that  the  Goyemor-General  out  of  his  eyes;  at  the  same  time 

was  at  the  settlement,  he  resolred  he  was  heard  to  say,  "  It  is  all  right," 

to  kill  him,  and  exerted  his  natu-  or  some  reassuring  words.     But  to 

rally  keen  powers  of  obserration  in  Major  Burne,  his  secretary,  who  ran 

discovering  which  of  the  party  was  to  help  him  out  of  the  water,  he  said 

the  nobleman  whom  he  had  devoted  simply,  '*  Burne,  they  hare  hit  me.*' 

to  dcatii.     The  night  fell  while  the  He  was  then  placed  on  a  truck  in  a 

visitors  descended  the  hill.    Torches  sitting  position,  but  fell  back  appa- 

had  been  lighted,  and  the  Governor-  rently  in  great  pain.     Attempts  were 

General,   having   descended   to  the  made  to  stanch  the  bleeding,  and 

shore,  was  being  escorted  along  a  then,  after  a  very  short  consultation, 

small  jetty  to  where  a  steam-launch  it  was  resolved  to  carry  him  to  the 

lay  rcAdy  to  take  him  off  to  the  boat,  and  take  him  on  board  the 

ship.    Two  of  the  staff  were  wait-  Glasgow.    While  being  borne  to  the 

ing  on  the  pier-head;  Lord  Mayo,  launch    he    murmured     something 

preceded  by  torch-bearers,  and  close-  which  was  understood  to  be,  ^*  Lift 

ly  attended  by  his  private  secretary,  up  my  head,''  and  these  were  his 

and  followed  at  a  distance  of  about  last  words.     It  is  believed  that  he 

fifteen  yard<9  by  two  other  officers,  died  whOe  he  was  being  placed  in 

was  proceeding  along  the  jetty ;  the  the  boat ;   but  nevertheless  he  was 

escort  of  eight  policemen  was  fol-  held  in  a  sitting  position ;  his  clothes 

lowing  in  rear,  his  Excellency  hav-  were  cut  off  that  the  bleeding  might 

ing  walked  ahead  of  them  now  that  be  more  effectually  stopped,  and  nis 

the  jetty  had  been  reached  and  the  legs  and  feet  were  chafed.    By  the 

party  was  about  to  embark.     This  time  the  launch  reached  the  Glasgow 

was  the  opportunity  which  Sher  AH  all  doubt  was  at  an  end.    Lord  Mayo 

seized  for  accomplishing  his  horrid  was  dead. 

purpose.  Gliding,  unmstinguished  Major  Burne,  Lord  Mayo's  faith- 
in  the  darkness,  along  the  pier,  he  ful  private  secretary,  was  by  his  side 
passed  the  escort  and  the  officers  in  his  last  moments.  The  Viceroy 
who  followed  behind  the  Viceroy;  was  warmly  attached  to  this  officer, 
then,  leaping  like  a  tiger  on  to  Lord  who  had  laboured  with  him  and  for 
Mayors  back,  he  stabbed  him  in  two  him  incessantlv,  enjoyed  his  confl- 
places,  either  wound  being  sufficient  dence,  shared  his  anxieties,  and  was 
to  cause  death.  Some  confusion,  of  his  companion  in  hours  of  relaxation, 
course,  ensued,  but  it  was  only  mo-  It  is  hoped  that  the  sufferer  was 
mentary.  The  lights,  or  some  of  conscious  of  the  attentions  of  this 
them,  were  extinguished,  the  mur-  devoted  friend :  and  it  is  a  source  of 
derer  was  seized  and  secured,  but  satisfaction  to  his  bereaved  reUtives 
the  wounded  Earl  of  Mayo  either  that  Major  Burne  was  near  to  wit- 
fell  or  threw  himself  over  the  pier  ness  his  last  sigh.* 

♦  Mr.  Strachey,  writing  of  Major  Barae  in  his  *  Minute/  says,  **  He  was  not  only 
the  best  private  secretary  that  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of,  bat  duriiij;  the  last  three  years 
he  has  performed  with  great  ability  and  rare  discretion,  as  confidential  assistant  of 
the  Viceroy,  a  greater  amoant  of  public  business,  of  a  most  difficult  and  delicate  kind, 
thau  has  fallen  to  many  men  in  India.  I  sincerely  trust  that  his  services  may  be 
recognised  as  they  deserve." 
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Thus  it  pleased  Providence  that  a  every  subdivision  of  it  will  expand 

valuable  life  should  be  cut  short  while  so  as  to  employ  hundreds  of  those 

its  labours  were  in  the  flood,  but  whom  he  has  left  behind,  or  who 

were  far  from  reaching  their  height  are  yet  to  be  born.     He  began  a 

Tety  though   the  martyred  Viceroy  new  era    in    Indian    history  ;    his 

knew  chiefly  the  toils  and  anxieties  spirit  must  be  felt  there  for  many  a 

of    seed-time,    without    being    per-  year  to  come ;   he  being  dead  will 

mitted  to  see  the  harvest— though  yet  speak,  and  be  powe^ul  for  wise 

his  career  in  India  was  brief  in  re-  and  beneficent  government     Men, 

rt  of   time — his  work  was   not  thoroughly  impressed  by  his  supe- 

less    effectually    done.      If   to  nor   mind,  and    convinced   of    the 

give  a  new  stimulus  to  the  life  of  soundness  of    the  great   principles 

Government  in  all  its  departments  which  he  put  forth,  seem   to  have 

— if     to    think     out    and    initiate  bound    themselves    to   follow    out 

great  and  benevolent  designs — if  to  those  principles  as  determinedly  as 

set  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  if  they  had  solemnly  made  oath  on 

by  rulers  in  all  time  be  meritorious,  the  cross  of  his  sword.    There  can 

then  Lord  Mayo  has  earned  a  place  be  no  doubt  that  the  work  of  this 

in  history  as  a  most  illustrious  ser-  one  man  will  one  day  prove  a  bless- 

vant  of  the  Crown.     His   achieve-  ing  to  millions.    It  was  his  fate  to 

ment  must  not  be  measured  by  days,  labour ;  other  men  will  enter  into 

The  brief  period  of  his  greatest  use-  his  labours.      In  this  world  there 

fulness  was  so  rich  and  fruitful  as  was  no  reward  for  him  beyond  the 

to  have  been  more  productive  than  consciousness  that  he  was  doing  his 

many  a  long  and  useful  life.     He  duty.     If  there  were  no  world  but 

designed  so  much  and  so  well  that  this,  such  «  lot  would  be  enough  to 

to  execute  thoroughly  all  that  he  paralyse  exertion,  and  to  make  all 

showed  to  be  right  and  practicable  careless  about  well-doing:  but  men 

will  employ  generations.     As  it  is  such  as    he  whom  we    have  been 

said  of  some  of  the  world^s  greatest  contemplating  do  not  look  for  their 

authors  that  they  have  so  condensed  meed  here ;  his  cruel  death  will  not 

thought,   and    so    accumulated  wit  undo  the  great  influence  of  his  life ; 

and  portraiture,   that  a  page  from  generous  minds  will  admire  and  strive 

their  works  may  furnish  matter  for  to  imitate  him,  looking  not  to  what 

the  volume  of  one  less  gifted ;  so  we  he  suffered,   but   to    the   enduring 

may  say  of  Lord  Mayo's  work,  that  service  which  he  was  enabled  to  do. 
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THE   LAST   MONTH  OF   THE    SESSION. 

The  just  ideas  and  the  liberal  The  arbitrators'  sensible  notice  of  the 
feeling  which  prevailed  on  both  Indirect  Claims  at  once  made  a  way 
sides  of  the  Atlantic  in  regard  to  of  escape  from  an  embarrassment 
the  Indirect  Glauns,  deserved  a  which,  if  we  had  been  served  by 
bettor  fate  than  to  be  frustrated  capable  men,  we  could  never  have 
and  disappointed  through  the  in-  been  involved  in.  Once  more^ 
capacity  and  the  obstinacy  of  Gov-  thanks  to  these  arbitrators,  we  may 
ernments.  To  the  arbitrators*  clear  indulge  the  hope  that  England  and 
perception  of  the  situation,  and  to  America,  hand  in  hand,  will  ere 
their  prompt  and  judicious  action,  long  follow  after  the  great  aims 
extra-official  though  it  was,  we  owe  which  together  they  may  be  able  to 
an  escape  from  difficulty  and  danger,  achieve  for  the  benefit  of  themselves 
and  an  opening  of  the  way  to  future  and  other  nations, 
good,  for  which  neither  nation  can  There  is,  however,  a  grave  truth 
be  too  thankful.  Fairly  to  estimate  in  connection  with  this  matter  which 
our  debt  to  the  arbitrators,  we  have  we  should  be  unwise  to  overlook  in 
need  to  look  back  to  our  prospects  the  jov  of  our  deliverance — ^nameljr, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  last  week  in  that  tne  deliverance,  great  as  it  is, 
June.  At  that  time,  the  only  re-  is  merely  the  undoing  of  immense 
source  of  our  helpless  Ministry  was  mischief,  which  we  incurred  through 
to  petition  the  arbitrators  to  take  a  the  negligence  and  incapacity  of 
step  which  they,  probably,  were  not  our  Mmisters,  and  the  conunis- 
empowered  to  take—namely,  to  ad-  sioners  whom  they  employed, 
joum  at  the  instance  of  one  party  to  The  event,  although,  thanks  to  the 
the  arbitration,  and  in  spite  of  the  arbitrators,  it  is  an  inestimable  relief 
protest  of  the  other  party,  so  as  to  to  us,  does  not  in  the  slightest  d»- 
give  time  for  further  discussion  of  gree  decrease  the  culpability  of  the 
great  questions,  without  the  settle-  Administration  in  neglecting  the  iii- 
ment  of  which  the  arbitration  could  terests  of  the  count^  at  the  time 
not  proceed.  The  only  hope  of  this  when  the  treaty  was  made.  The 
nation  was  that  the  arbitrators,  re-  Government  is  as  much  amenable  to 
fusing  compliance  with  the  request  judgment  for  crcuta  negligentia  as  it 
of  the  English  Cabinet,  would  de-  woiUd  have  been  if  the  arbitrators 
clare  their  functions  for  the  present  had  separated  without  considering 
at  an  end.  We  saw  but  too  plainly  the  case  at  all,  as  a  month  ago  they 
what  the  dangers  of  postponement  seemed  likely  to  do.  The  exaspera- 
werc.  Lapse  of  time  and  the  re-  tion  of  the  country  will  not,  of 
newal  of  disputes  were  alone  likely  course,  be  the  same  as  if  the  Treaty 
to  generate  acrimonious  recrimina-  had  altogether  failed,  but  its  impar- 
tions  and  collateral  disagreements ;  tial  judgment  must  be  the  same  as 
but  when  we  reflected  that  the  period  if  the  worst  had  occurred.  Whr 
over  which  the  postponement  was  should  Mr.  Gladstone  and  his  col- 
to  have  extended  will  be  occupied  leagues  benefit  by  the  spontaneous 
by  the  Americans  in  their  Pre-  action  of  the  arbitrators?  Why 
sidential  election  and  the  proceed-  should  we  forgive  the  unnecessary 
ings  incident  thereto,  we  saw  that  a  peril  in  which  we  were  placed  bo- 
bitter  quarrel  was  to  be  apprehended,  cause  by  a  different  agency  we  were 
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delivered  from  it?  Be  it  remem-  Mr.  Gladstone  has  not  expressed 
bered  that  it  was  not  one  blunder  himself  in  this  profane  way,  but  he 
only  which  we  had  to  complain  of,  must  be  astonished  to  see  that  there 
but  a  series  of  blunders,  every  con-  is  some  influence,  more  powerful 
Tulsiye  wriggle  after  the  first  entan-  than  his  perversity,  which  steps  in 
glement  having  made  our  case  only  to  our  aid  just  as  he  seems  to  be 
more  hopeless  and  our  position  getting  things  beyond  retrieval  But 
more  contemptible.  The  lone-de-  there  is  an  old  proverb  which  shows 
layed  **  friendly  communication,"  the  that  a  pitcher,  though  it  goes  often  to 
miserable  Supplementary  Treaty,  the  the  well,  will  get  broken  at  last ;  and ' 
telegraphic  blunderings,  and,  finally,  so  Mr.  Gladstone,  though  we  are  as 
the  petition  for  adjournment,  were  yet  in  whole  skin,  may  succeed  in 
all  evidences  of  incapacity,  concern-  damaging  us  if  we  learn  nothing 
ing  which  the  country  was  not  slow  from  the  scrapes  into  which  he  has 
to  express  its  opinion  at  the  time  led  us.  If  they  prove  anytiiing, 
when  they  became  known*  It  will  they  prove  that  he  is  an  utterly 
surely  call  the  authors  to  account,  unsafe  guide,  and  that  if  we  neglect 
now  that  the  dispute  approaches  a  the  warnings  we  have  had  we  shall 
solution.  If  Mr.  Gladstone  did  not  have  only  ourselves  to  thank  for 
succeed  in  actually  plunging  us  in  any  future  adversity  that  may  come 
enormous  difficulties,  he  kept  us  for  upon  us  through  his  means, 
months  continually  on  the  brink  of  The  work  of  legislation,  as  it  is  but 
them ;  while  some  good  angel,  coun-  too  commonly  tibe  case  nowadays, 
teracting  his  folly  again  and  again,  as  been  allowed  to  accmnulate  to 
withheld  us  from  a  fall  It  must  the  end  of  the  session ;  and  Minis- 
puzzle  Mr.  Gladstone  as  much  as  it  ters,  knowing  well  how  to  use  the 
does  us  to  divine  how,  after  such  impatience  of  a  worn-out  Parlia- 
repeated  stumbles,  he  was  prevent-  ment,  have  been  putting  some 
ed  from  precipitating  us.  Possibly  clumsy  work  past  almost  unob- 
his  convictions  just  now  incline  served  Mr.  Cardwell,  with  a  most 
towards  a  belief  in  a  Genius  of  unsatisfactory  explanation,  or  rather 
Great  Britain  superior  to  all  acci-  with  no  real  explanation  at  all,  was 
dent,  or  in  some  corrective  spirit  allowed  to  tide  over  the  omission  to 
sent  into  the  world  at  the  same  show  fairly  in  the^Army  Estimates 
time  as  himself  to  follow  his  foot-,  the  promotions  which  he  proposed 
steps  and  keep  guard  over  his  most  to  make  in  the  Artillery  and  En- 
imbecile  acts,  that  they  may  not  gineers,  and  the  expenses  of  them  in 
ruin  us.  Certain  it  is  that  by  his  detail.  The  excuse  given  to  the  House 
presumption  we  might  readily  have  was,  that  the  promotions  not  having 
been  brought  into  serious  trouble;  been  authorised  by  Royal  Warrant 
equally  certain  is  it  that  whenever  at  the  time  when  the  Estimates 
the  bolt  seemed  about  to  fall,  some  were  framed,  could  not  be  shown  in 
unexpected  agent  interposed  and  these  documents.  But  what  have 
averted  the  blow.  Sir  John  Fal-  Royal  Warrants  to  do  with  Esti- 
staff^  repeatedly  balked  in  his  en-  mates?  Everything  in  the  annual 
deavours  to  transgress  the  command-  Estimates  is  alike  unauthorised  when 
ments,  remarks  in  a  sort  of  despair  the  documents  are  printed.  They 
of  doing  mischief,  **  I  believe  the  are  simply,  or  rather  they  should  be 
devil  would  not  have  me  damned  simply,  clear  and  detailed  exposi- 
lest  the  oil  that  is  in  me  should  set  tions  of  the  difierent  charges  wnich 
hell  on  fire."    We  feel  certain  that    Parliament  is  to  be  asked  to  grant 
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for  the  servico  of  the  year;  and  who  is  allowed  to  obtain  it  He 
Parliament  is  not  properly  treated  became  Secretary  of  State  for 
if  every  rote  intended  to  be  taken  War  under  pretence  that  the 
is  not  there  clearly  shown.  The  military  expenditure  was  to  be 
fact  of  the  Warrant  not  haying  been  diminished  without  impairing  effl- 
signed  had  nothing  to  do  with  ciency;  and  if  he  can  keep  up  the 
Parliament  granting  the  money,  military  departments  only  by  in- 
The  Minister  can  always  procure  a  creasing  the  expenses  of  them,  he 
Royal  Warrant  There  could  be  no  has  not  fulfilled  the  conditions  on 
doubt,  therefore,  that  when  parlia-  which  he  took  office,  and  he  should 
ment  should  allow  the  money,  the  retire.  Putting  Mr.  Cardwell  and 
Warrant  would  certainly  follow,  his  promises  aside,  we  are  yery  ^ad 
Thus  the  reason  given  for  withhold*  to  see  a  liberal  provision  made  for 
ing  tiie  information  is  absurd.  For  the  Army.  The  barracks  both  for 
some  reason  the  Minister  thought  the  regular  troops  and  the  Militia 
proper  to  smuggle  this  charge  through  will  be  more  conveniently  placed 
the  House  of  Commons  in  a  lump  under  the  immediate  control  of  the 
sum  and  under  a  general  head,  in-  War  Office;  and  the  exerciaing- 
stead  of  in  separate  charges  against  grounds  are  so  notoriously  required 
the  corps  and  ranks  proposed  to  be  that  it  would  be  culpable  not  to 
augmented  or  instituted.  But  the  provide  them.  This,  however,  does 
proceeding  is  most  objectionable,  and  not  point  to  decreased  military  ex- 
should  not  have  been  allowed  to  penditure.  Indeed,  there  is  eveiy 
pass  with  so  slight  notice  as  it  re-  reason  to  fear  that  the  abolition  of 
ceived.  Purchase,  and  other  changes  so  in- 
We  presume  that  Mr.  Cardwell  cautiously  made,  will  result  in  s 
intends  to  raise  immediately  the  very  heavy  addition  to  our  Anny 
sum  of  three  and  a  half  millions  for  charges.  This  little  loan  is  only 
purchase  of  militia  barracks  and  a  beginning.  Will  the  country  par 
other  military  expenses  which  the  with  a  good  grace  the  expense  whk& 
House  of  Commons  has  approved,  it  has  been  so  persistent  in  incor- 
If  so,  interest  on  the  loan,  amount-  ring  ? 

ing  to  a  tolerably  heavy  sum,  will  As  we  expected,  the  House  of 
have  to  be  paid  brtween  the  present  Lords  has  allowed  the  Ballot  Bill 
time  and  the  1st  April  1878 :  this  to  become  law.  Unnecessary  and 
interest  should  therefore  have  been  objectionable  as  this  measure  is,  we 
deducted  from  the  savings  which  Mr.  would  not  have  had  the  Upper 
Cardwell  boasted  that  he  had  made  House  take  on  itself  the  responsi- 
on  the  Estimates  of  this  year  as  bility  of  rejecting  it  The  port- 
compared  with  those  of  last  year,  ponement  of  it  by  the  Lords  last 
This  loan  saddles  us,  of  course,  with  year  gave  ample  time  for  the 
a  certain  charge  for  many  years  of  countnr  and  the  House  of  Commaoa 
somewhere  about  a  hundred  and  to  reflect  on  the  proposal ;  and 
fifteen  thousand  pounds,  at  Si  per  now  again,  after  lengthened  debalea, 
cent,  and  we  presume  from  the  and  alter  a  full  discussion  by  the 
Minister's  statement  that  the  loan  press,  a  Ballot  Bill,  passed  by  a  re- 
can  be  raised  at  that  rate.  We  spectable  majority  in  the  Lower,  has 
take  no  exception  to  the  country  been  sent  to  the  Upper  Houses  We 
being  asked  to  pay  this  charge,  must  be  satisfied  that  the  Oommona, 
but  we  take  much  exception  to  for  some  reasons  or  other,  have 
Mr.   Cardwell    being    the   Minister  irrevocably     decided     that     secret 
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YotiDg  for  members  of  Parliament  the  Liberal  party  on  a  firm  basis,  others 

shaU    from  henceforth    be  by  law  g^^  JJ  ^^  develop  Conscirative  f orc^ 

.^^^nio^..^.  ^^A  *i*;fl  Vv^:»»  .ifrv^r^^^  hltherto  coneealed;   some  look  forward 

<»mpnlsory ;  and  this  being  allowed,  ^  a  dimhiution  of  the  power  of  politi- 

it    would    nave    been     beyona    the  cal  organisation,  others  to  an   increase 

power  of  the  Peers  to  do  more  than  of   Hb   anthori^  and    strength.     The 

temporarily  obstruct  the  passage  ci  difflcnlty    of    ootaining    a  satisfactory 

a  law  for  the  purpose.    If  the  Lords  ^T"^^  Y^  »!.«  ^!5^^^"'  ^^^J^^  P??" 

Z  J  V              |^»*.4/vo».     *x  ***w  .uviMo  ^jgg   ^j    civilisation  has    led   to    Uic 

had  been   ready,  as   theur   enemies  adoption  of  a  device  conceived  npon 

say  that   they  are,  to    obstruct  for  the    hypothesis  that    we  are  In    the 

obstruction's  sake,    they  might   no  midst  of  an  enslaved  society,  is  very 

4oubt  have   delayed   the  measure;  mncb  increaaed  when  we  see  the  con- 

il«*  ;«  o^  «^^;»»  *k««^  «rrv.,i^    *A-  ««  tradlctlon  of  opinion  that  prevails  as 

but  in  so  actmg  they  would,  for  no  ^  the  hnmedlate  effect  of  its  adopUon. 

permanent  good,  have  run  the  nsk  Some  appear  to  find  eveiytliing  suffl- 

of   convulsing  the   country,  and  of  clentlv    explained  bv    the   declaration 

causing  a   law  which   can   now  be  JJ^^J  the  people  at  large  demand  the 

enacted   in  a  perfect  cahn    to   be  ®lll^  ♦t.V*?'®  •*"*?    i  °1«»^  ^«^^- 

i^o^v^   ju    a   p«x^v  ^^""    vv    w  mitt^  ^^^  yjg  recent  elections,  when 

none  the  less  enacted  m  the  great-  carefnlly  examined,  do  not  prove   so 

est   excitement    They   knew   their  much." 
duty   to    the   country  too  well   to 

continue  their  opposition ;  though.  And  the  *  Times,'  unable  to  solve 
viewing  the  Ballot  Bill  with  Uie  its  own  enigma,  after  large  writing 
greatest  apprehension,  they  have  about  the  yictorious  party  being 
passed  it  in  deference  to  the  wish  urged  on  by  some  vague  unseen 
of  the  people's  representatives  a  power,  the  nature  of  which  they 
second  tune  expressed.  We  do  not  could  not  analyse,  while  deferring 
doubt  that  their  conduct  in  this  implicitly  to  its  authority — about 
matter  was  wise  and  patriotic,  the  career  of  legislation  being  di- 
How  a  Bill  which  is  asserted  to  be  reeled  by  a  dark  fate  which  we 
as  distasteful  to  the  House  of  Com-  reluctantly  obey  —  and  about  a 
mons  and  to  the  people  as  it  is  to  power  we  cannot  resist,  which  is 
the  Lords  ever  came  up  to  the  latter  thrusting  us  onwards  whether  we 
body  at  all,  is  a  question  which  has  will  or  no, — finally,  abandons  the 
sorely  exercised  the  *  Times '  news-  argument,  leaving  its  reader  con- 
paper,  which  got  rid  of  some  of  its  siderably  more  puzzled  than  it 
seething  thou^ts  thereanent  on  the  found  nim — leaving  him,  that  is 
10th  of  July,  without  throwing  the  to  say,  not  only  as  much  as  ever 
least  li^ht  upon  the  paradox  which  puzzled  by  the  original  thesis,  but 
was  trymg  it  so.    It  says : —  confused  by  the  stupendous  ideas 

about  fates  and  powers,  and  so  on. 

"We do  not  share  the  gloomy appit^-  Now    if  the  » Times'  would  conde- 

henalons  so   many  profess,    but   it  is  scena    to    come   down  out  of  the 

worth   while  to  ask  how   It    happens  clouds,  put  by  for  a  while  its  lofty 

that   Parliament    Is    passing    the    Bill  argument 
•gainst  its  own  inclination.     It  Is  ad- 

mitted    on  all  hands    that  the    sahsU-  "  Of  providence,  foreknowledge,  will,  and 

tatlon  of  secret  for  open  voting  Is  a  fate,** 
decline  from    better  to   worse.     Why, 

then,  has  the  Leglalatare   resolved  to  exercise  a  little  of  the  sound  prac* 

make  the  exchange?     No  one   knows  tical  sense  which   it  can   command 

how   the    Bill  will   work  In    practice,  ^       it  pleases,  and  reason  like  a 

Some  think  It    will  stimulate  political     .  ,     K  .x.'^ u   •*  u 

activity,  others  that  It  wlU  deaden   It;  journal  of  this  world,  it  would,  we 

some   declare  that   It   will  re-establish  are  certain,   have  no    difficulty    m 
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grasping  the  phantom  which  has  choose  the  less.  Whatever  remote 
so  baffled  it  in  the  upper  air.*  If  risk  the  member  may  run  hj  sup- 
the  '  Times  *  will  onl^  recollect^  it  porting  the  Ballot,  he  would  run  a 
could  give  very  practical  advice  to  far  ^eater  by  openly  exhibiting  his 
the  Lords  as  to  how  they  ought  to  enmity  to  it.  He  can  hardly  give 
vote,  and  very  sound  reasons  why  offence  to  his  constituents  uj  de- 
they  should  pass  the  Ballot  Bill,  daring  for  what  it  is  the  fashion  to 
It  is  only  to  give  the  Liberal  mem-  call  a  popular  measure.  He  there- 
bers  in  the  House  of  Commons  fore  determines  to  do  violence  to  his 
credit  for  having  used  for  their  own  inclinations,  and  to  "go  in'*  for  the 
guidance  reasonings  very  similar  to  Ballot  What  the  Lords  have  done 
those  which  the  *  Times  *  dished  up  in  deference  to  the  twice-ezpressed 
for  the  Lords,  and  we  have  a  key  desire  of  the  Commons,  the  Liberal 
to  what  has  been  done  a  thousand  party  in  the  Common<«  have  done  in 
times  more  effectvial  than  any  weight  deference  to  the  possible  desire  of 
of  metaphysical  jargon.  We  quite  the  constituencies.  And  thus  we 
agree  with  the  *■  Times '  in  believing  think  that  a- calculation  of  what  wai 
that  a  large  section  of  the  Liberal  the  course  less  likely  to  deprire 
members  of  Parlifunent  secretly  them  of  their  seats  explains  tiie 
dread  the  Ballot  They  have  an  whole  mystery.  They  were,  oon- 
apprehension  that  it  will  diminish  fronted  by  a  dilemma,  and, a  Tery 
the  chances  of  their  being  re-elect-  disagreeable  one;  they  knew  that 
ed ;  and  many  of  them,  no  doubt,  this  dilemma  had  not  been  preseat- 
taking  higher  ground  than  this,  ed  by  the  people,  but  by  the  artrit- 
liave  misgivings  as  to  whether  the  rary  action  of  Government;  and 
Ballot  may  not  prove  exceedingly  mis-  hence  in  their  secret  hearts  tlwr 
chievous  to  the  country.  Tet  they  cursed  the  Ballot  by  their  gods,  and 
vote  for  the  Ballot,  and  why  ?  would  have  rejoiced  if  by  any  mis- 
Because  another  apprehension,  like-  chance  to  it  or  its  authors,  for  whidi 
ly,  if  it  should  prove  a  true  one,  to  Liberal  members  could  not  be  hdd 
be  more  immediately  realised,  and  accountable,  it  could  have  been 
to  be  still  more  damaging  to  them  blotted  out  of  mind  altogether, 
than  the  others,  forbids  them  to  act  Having  thus  presumml  to  offer  % 
as  their  inclinations  would  dictate,  simple  solution  of  the  perverse  ao- 
Their  instinct  tells  them  that  their  tion  of  Liberal  members — ^notwHli* 
constituents,  though  not  troubling  standing  that  the  great  Magiciaii 
themselves  about  Sie  Ballot,  might  the  *  Times '  did  so  by  its  enchant- 
choose  to  think  themselves  betrayed,  ments,  but  it  could  not — ^we  go  on 
and  might  lash  themselves,  or  be  to  make  a  few  more  remarks  con- 
lashed  by  agitators,  into  great  fury,  coming  this  uncalled-for  Ballot 
if  the  Ballot,  once  formally  proposed.  We  may  assume,  without  fear  of 
should  be  rejected  by  tne  people's  contradiction,  that  no  demand  for 
House.  It  is  not  certain  that  such  the  Ballot  has  proceeded  from  the 
excitement  would  ensue,  but  it  people :  whence,  then,  did  the  de- 
might,  and  then  what  would  be  the  mand  for  it  come  ?  Who  or  what 
fate  of  a  Liberal  member  who  should  was  it  that  so  cruelly  forced  inde- 
have  dared  to  oppose  secret  voting  ?  pendent  members  to  a  hated  choice 
Of  two  possible  evils  it  is  wise  to  when  they  wished  the  whole  quee- 

*  **  Ter  conatas  ibi  colic  dare  brachia  dream, 

Ter,  fnutra  comprcnsa,  manus  cflligit  imago.^'— Vibo. 
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tion  at  the  deyil?    Clearly  it  was  is  enough,  and  more  than  enough, 

the    wicked     recklessness    of   the  to  justify  his  condemnation  hy  the 

Cabinet    which    caused    Ministers,  whole  community. 

without  being  impelled  by  the  coun*  Parliament  has  at  length,  to  its 

try  or  urged  by  their  own  supporters,  honour,  given  to  the  persecuted  Mr. 

to  dig  up  these  dry  bones.    Some-  Eyre,  ez-Goremor  of  Jamacia,   the 

thing  sensational  was  wanted.      A  means    of    paying   for  his  defence 

^^  pro^mme,'*  now  thought  by  some  against  bitter  attempts  to  ruin  him 

politicians  so  necessary  at  tne  be-  through  the  agency  of  the  law.     As 

ginning  of  a  session,  was  to  be  got  the    acts    which    were    treated    as 

up  to  show  in  large  letters  the  great  crimes  were  done  in  his  capacity  as 

things  that  the  reforming  Govern-  a  servant  of  the  crown,  and  as  his 

ment  was  about  to  do.     It  mattered  case  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 

not  how  dangerous  a  Ballot-agitation  her   Majesty's    Government  by  an 

might  be,  or  how  great  a  drop  "  from  association  of  private  persons,  whose 

better  to  worse,"  as  the  *  Times '  has  prosecutions  fell  to  tiie  ground,  there 

it,  might  be  involved.      The  Ballot  could  not  be  much  hesitation  as  to 

might  secure  office  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  the     reimbursement,     which     was 

Ministry  for  a  little  longer,  and  that  affirmed  by  a  majority  of  118  in  a 

was  reason  enough  for  proposing  it  House  of  878.     So  far  all  is  right ; 

A  more  wanton  tampering  with  the  but  it  is  matter  of  deep  regret  that 

welfare  of  the  country  it  is  impos-  the  rancour  felt  towards  Mr.  Eyre 

mble   to  conceive.      The   responsi-  by  a  particular  section  of  the  people 

btlity    for    whatever    troubles    the  and  of  the  press  has  by  no  means 

Ballot  may  give  rise    to,  must  be  died  out,  has  not  been  moderated 

wholly  upon  Mr.  Gladstone  and  his  by    finding    that    it    could  get  no 

Ministry.    They  have  not  a  shade  countenance   from   the  law,  but  is 

of  excuse  in  a  cry  of  the  people  or  ready  to  flame  as  fiercely  as  ever 

in  a  reasonable    prospect    of  good  when  it    gets    the    opportunity  of 

(the  prospect,  ^^the  *  Times,'  is  of  showing  itself.     The  last  vindictive 

the  opposite  kind).      Without  any  hope  of  the  active  persecutors  has 

'worthy  inducement,  they  have  not  now  been  disappointed.  Having  failed 

l&esitated  to  subvert  the  long-cstab-  in  inflicting  legal  penalties,  they  had 

liahed  practice  of  the  nation,  and  to  at  least  gone  nigh  to  ruining  their 

ixitroduce  as  an  experiment  a  change  victim  by  the  expenses  of  resisting 

<»£  which  no  man  can  foresee  the  and  hading  them :  now  the  country 

oonsequences.    Surely  we  are  justi-  has  consented  to  bear  those  expen- 

il«d  in  characterising  such  conduct  ses,  and  the  Association  is  beaten  at 

jkS  wanton  wickedness.     And  if  the  all   points.       So  we  need   take  no 

ooimtry  is  perplexed  and  alarmed,  further  note  of  them.      It  is,  how- 

ms  it  undoubtedly  is,  at  the  myste-  ever,   of    such    importance  to  this 

rious  vitality  and  the  possible  per-  empire,  rich  as  it  is  in  colonies  and 

nicious   eflbrt    of   the    Ballot,   how  dependencies,  that  the  acts  of  her 

femrtul  ought  it  to  be  of  longer  sub-  Majesty's     representatives     abroad 

mitting  its  dearest  interests  to  the  should  be  regarded  with  a  liberal 

caprice  of  a  Minister  who  has  shown  eye,  that  we  take  this  occasion  to- 

»o    plainly  hdw    dangerous    he  is  I  ask  our  readers  to  review  Mr.  Eyre's 

^  there  were  nothing  else  to  be  laid  case.    We  are  very  glad  to  find  that 

f®  Jifr.  Gladstone's  charge,  this  fore-  public  opinion,  as  represented  by  the 

"*8  of  the  Ballot  upon  an  indififerent  'Times'  newspaper,  has  been  moving 

people  and  an  unwilling  Parliament  in  a  just    and    generous  direction 

^OI^.    CXII. — XO.   DCLXXXII.  R 
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since  the  days  of  the  first  excite-  full  amnesty ;"   but  what  was  that 

ment.     The  question  has  been  nar-  date?      Now,   with  all  respect  for 

rowed  considerably.     It  is  no  longer  the  *  Times/  and  for  the  clear  heads 

disputed  that  Mr.  Eyre's  conduct  in  whose  services  it  obtains,  we  Ten- 

regard  to  the  Jamaica  disturbances  ture  to  sa^  that  the  writer  of  the 

was  in  the  main  right — nay,  meri-  above  verdict,  though  doubtless  he 

torious ;  but  there  is  a  doubt  >as  to  was  impressed  with  the  conviction 

the  point  of  time  up  to  which  ap-  that  the  last  acts  of   the  Jamaica 

proval  of  his  action  can  be  unhesi-  Government    in    dealing    with    the 

tatingly  expressed.  rebellion  were  not  so  palpably  neces* 

sary  and  justifiable  as  the  first,  yet 

"  We  agree,"  says  the  *  Times,'  **  with  could  have  had  no  defined  idea  in 

Mr.  RuBsell  Gamey  iu  holding  that  a  his  mind  of  the  point  up  to  which 

preconcerted  ri^g  of  the  black  pop-  ^y.    j^j^    deserved  to  carry    with 

tirirS/lS^reL^hT^^^^  ^im  thVsympathy  of  his  country. 

It  might  have  spread  with  fearful  con-  nn«n,  and  beyond  which  nis  domn 

soquences  over  Uie  whole  island.    We  should   not  be   countenanced.     We 

agree   with   Mr.  Vernon   Ilarcoort    in  go  further,  and  say  that  it  is  next 

ifi^J'Fn^h/ovnr^nlp^'^^^^^  to  hnpossiblo  for  any  one  in  this 
the  dunirer  ia  over,  every  presumption  a1      ^       j  i        •  i.         -«.i. 

should  Be  made  on  the  sfie  of  those  country    to    determme    when    the 

rc8i)onsible  for  the  safety  of  the  com-  danger  was  over — impossible^  there- 

munity.    We  go  further,  and  hold  that  fore,  to  determine  where  Mr.  Eyre's 

up  toacertafii  daU^  if  Mr.  Eyre  did  meritorious     conduct     ended,    and 

not  merit  unqualified  gratitude  for  his  „u^,^    u;„    ^,.^«.   at  ^^^^ZT  ^^ 

promptitude    and    enc^,    he   at    all  where    his    enws  (if  errors  there 

events  merited  a  full  amnesty  for  any  were)   began.      We   nave  the  faeto 

mistakes  which  he  might   have  com-  unequivocally    admitted,    Ist^  That 

pitted.    We  malnt^  howcvcrj  as  we  there    was    a    preconcerted  rismg; 

have   never   ceased    to   niahitAin,   that  ^d,  that  it  might  have  spread  ow 

from  and  after  that  date  he  was  guilty  fj^  •*!••  ti,  uii^^uv  *"»'^  Tl  vTz 

of  tolerating,  If  not  of  direcUy  sancUon-  the  whole  colony  ;  8d,  that  it  wa«, 

Ing  and  actively  enforcing,  a  reign  of  therefore,  necessary  to  suppress  it; 

murtial  law  whoso  horrors  Justice  and  4th,  that  it  was   suppressed.      The 

humanity  forbid  us  to  paUiatc.*'  y^^  ^f  the  country  is  now  agreed 

on  all  these  heads.  Nevertheleu 
Now,  if  regard  be  had  to  the  above  it  views  with  deep  regret,  which  no 
expression  of  the  *  Times,*  ^'he/ore  man  could  desire  to  ef&ce  or  to 
the  danger  is  over,  every  presump-  lessMi,  the  agency  of  martial  kw 
tion  should  be  made,  Ac.,''  we  shall  which  it  was  necessary  to  invoke, 
see  at  once  that  the  whole  matter  of  and  the  unaccustomed  and  severe 
Mr.  Eyre's  guilt  or  innocence  is  as  punishments  whidi  under  that  law 
undefined  and  open  to  as  many  were  inflicted.  We  presume  to 
interpretations  as  if  the  opinion  think  that  many  generous  minds, 
had  been  inspired  by  Lord  Ripon  meditating  in  EngUmd  And  in  seen- 
of  Washington  or  Mr.  Montague  Ber-  rity  over  the  horrible  events,  are 
nard.  The  **  less  accurate**  Ian-  insensibly  carried  on  from  a  hanume 
guage  here  employed  leaves  it  as  loathing  of  the  punishments  to  in* 
much  as  ever  open  to  contention  dignation  against  those  who  inflicted 
when  the  danger  was  over,  and  up  them,  and  especially  against  Mr. 
to  what  point  every  presumption  Eyre  as  having  given  the  author- 
should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ity  for  them.  But  apart  from 
*  Times,*  be  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Eyre,  this  sentimental  oondemnatioo, 
^'^  Up  to  a  eertam  date,^^  we  are  there  are  very  many  who  be- 
further  told,  ^'Mr.  Eyre  merited  a  lieve  that  the    disturbiances  might 
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haye  been  suppressed  and  order  to  do  than  to  extinguish  flaming 
restored  without  the  use  of  so  much  rebellion.  He  had  to  put  out  the 
seyerity.  Such  judges  we  would  sparks,  and  to  take  such  order  as  to 
exhort  to  ask  themselves  what  we  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  outbreak 
have  asked  the  *  Times.*  At  what  and  of  martial  law.  In  his  honest 
point  would  they  have  had  the  judgment,  formed  amid  the  very 
martial  law  or  the  punishments  to  best  opportunities  of  acquiring  ac- 
eease  f  They  will  find  it  difficult  curate  knowledge,  the  spirit  of  the 
to  settle  this,  and  well  they  may.  rebellion  could  not  have  been  effec- 
Mr.  Eyrey  never  looked  upon  as  an  tually  crushed  without  prompt  and 
inhumane,  or  a  timid,  or  a  wrong-  sharp  punishment  He  brought 
headed  man,  did  not  think  that  Gordon  to  trial,  and  allowed  him  to 
the  island  under  his  charge  could  be  punished ;  because,  if  the  agents 
be  made  secure  by  milder  means ;  in  the  rebelUon  had  been  severely 
the  officers  whom  he  employed  did  dealt  with  while  the  instigator 
not  think  so ;  and  the  peaceable  in-  escaped,  the  belief  would  have  been 
habitants  of  Jamaica  did  not  think  established  in  the  negro  mind,  that 
so.  We  may  of  course  set  aside  the  the  power  of  the  law  could  not  rise 
judgment  of  each  and  all  of  these,  above  the  level  of  an  ignorant 
and  say  that  we  know  better  than  peasantry.  By  causing  Gordop  to 
any  of  them,  and  that  Uiey  are  all  suffer  before  their  eyes,  he  showed 
wrong ;  but  such  an  arbitrary  the  misguided  people  that  the  hea 
dictum  will  have  very  little  influ-  of  the  rebeUion  could  be  crushed  a 
ence  with  impartial  judges.  As  a  certainly  as  the  limbs,  and  that  in- 
proof  of  the  inflnitesimally  small  surrection  endangered  all  who  were 
weight  which  may  turn  the  balance  connected  with  it  The  execution 
for  or  against  Mr.  Eyre,  we  may  may  be  defended  on  the  ground  of 
remember  that,  on  the  important  expediency,  and  the  judges  of  the 
question  whether  it  was  or  was  not  land  cannot  agree  that  it  was  illegal, 
lawful  to  take  the  unhappy  Gordon  We  do  not  see  why  we  should  at 
back  to  the  place  where  his' offence  all  doubt  that  he  was  right;  if 
was  committed,  and  to  have  him  we  do  doubt  him,  we  do  not 
tried  there,  the  Lord  Chief-Justice  see  how  we  can  prove  him  to  be 
of  England  and  Mr.  Justice  Black-  wrong.  He  must  have  the  best 
bum  seriously  disagreed.  Two  of  the  argument  He  can  show 
learned  judges,  who  have  been  all  that  the  measures  which  he  adopted 
their  lives  conversant  and  occupied  were  suited  to  the  purpose  which 
with  law,  are  divided  on  this  point :  he  had  in  view — viz.,  the  restoration 
and  yet  Mr.  Eyre  is  by  many  hela  of  order — ^because  they  cKd  effect  that 
to  be  inexcusable,  because  he^  pnrpose;  but  it  is  impossible  for 
obliged  to  decide  promptly  in  a  those  who  blame  him  to  prove  that 
disturbed  country,  could  not  per-  milder  measures  would  nave  suf- 
ceive  the  exact  bearing  of  the  law,  ficed.*  It  is  not  natural  to  be  im- 
and  act  accordingly.    He  had  more  pressed  so  much  by  horrid  things 

■  ^mmm^—         »■  Ill  I  ■  I  ■  I  ■     ■ 

*  Mr.  Hardy,  in  bis  admirable  reply  to  Mr.  Oladatone,  pointed  ont  that  after  the 
ordinary  law  waa  re-eatablished  In  Jamaica,  Sir  J.  P.  Grant  had  still  to  treat  the  dis- 
turbances as  an  or^nlsed  conspiracy  and  a  regular  insurrection.  *'  I  find,*'  he  said, 
**  that  there  were  then  tried  for  acts  growing  out  of  the  Insurrection  two  prisonore, 
who  were  condemned  to  death,  fifteen  to  penal  servitude  for  Hfe,  eleven  to  penai  servi- 
tude for  twenty  years,  two  for  ten  years,  and  one  for  two  years,  seven  women  being 
amonff  these  criminals.  Here  then,  were  over  thirty  people  against  whom  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  proceed  long  after  the  time  when  yoa  say  Uie  insurrection 
was  suppressed  (hear).'* 
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which  haye  only  hocn  threatened  aa  this  expense ;  but  Mr.  Gladstone 
by  those  which  have  actually  oc-  himself  hinted  that  if  Ministers 
curred,  unless  we  ourselves  happen  were  to  speak  their  own  opinions 
to  have  been  the  persons  threatened ;  on  the  subject,  their  remarks  wouki 
therefore  the  punishments  under  not  be  in  fikvour  of  the  vote.  Mr. 
martial  law  in  Jamaica  shock  us  far  Gladstone's  words  will  be  read  by 
more  than  the  miseries  of  which  the  all  who  hold  responsible  positions 
white  population  was  in  danger,  and  in  the  distant  dependencies  of  the 
which  Mr.  Eyre's  measures  averted.  Crown,  and  by  all  the  white  inbab- 
But  in  order  to  forma  just  judg-  itants  of  those  dependendea,  who 
ment,  we  must  look  not  only  at  are  in  many  cases  a  small  minority 
what  a  few  coloured  people  suffered,  holding  their  own  against  a  less 
but  at  what  the  black  population  enlightened  and  many  times  more 
meditated.  The  design  was  neither  numerous  race  through  the  aid  of 
more  nor  less  than  to  massacre  the  the  British  Government  With 
whole  white  population,  and  to  what  a  sickness  of  heart  must  everr 
commit  all  the  fiendish  atrocities  Gova*nor  read  the  speech!  with 
which  usually  accompany  a  massacre  what  alarm  must  it  inspire  our  kins- 
by  negroes.  The  imagination  ought  men  in  the  West  Indies  and  eke- 
to  exercise  itself  a  litUe  on  this  side  where,  where  the  situation  is  similar  1 
of  the  case,  as  well  as  on  the  other.  We  must  only  hope  that  thoae  in 
The  insurrection  had  to  be  crushed  office  are  men  of  stMdfast  hearts  and 
at  all  hazards,  and  it  was  crushed,  clear  heads,  whom  no  personal  oon- 
A  few  of  those  who  were  implicated  sideration  will  deter  from  the  per- 
in  it  suffered  much  less  severely  formance  of  their  duty.  But  on* 
than  they  would  have  made  the  doubtedly  this  language  <mE  a  revisioii- 
white  people  suffer.  The  negro  ary  statesman,  who,  we  feel  com* 
population  was  not  only  prevented  vinced,  is  ignorant  of  the  misduel 
from  executing  their  wicked  designs,  which  his  words  are  calculated  to 
but  they  were  convinced  of  the  use-  cause,  is  to  be  deprecated.  It 
lessness  of  attempting  to  overturn  affords  'another  proof  of  Mr.  Glad- 
order.  We  feel  certain  that  the  stone's  unfitness  for  the  office  which 
great  body  of  Mr.  Eyre's  opponents  he  holds.  He  has  err^  in  jndg- 
are  persons  who  have  never  lived  in  ment  far  more  than  Mr.  Eyre  ever 
Jamaica,  nor  had  any  experience  did.  He  has  left  it  to  be  inferred 
among  negroes.  that  as  long  as  he  shall  be  Minis- 
We  can  understand  the  harsh  ter,  public  servants  who  may  by  the 
judgments  of  people  who  have  no  conscientious  dischaive  of  d^colt 
knowledge  of  the  responsibilities  of  duties  incur  the  wraSi  and  the  si- 
office,  or  of  the  greatness  of  the  tacks  through  the  law  of  united 
peril  in  Jamaica;  but  we  cannot  assailants,  will,  evoi  when  Uiose 
understand  how  a  statesman  in  Mr.  attacks  shall  fail,  be  left  to  the  ruki 
Gladstone's  position  could  have  which  their  defence  must  entsiL 
spoken  as  he  did  on  the  subject  of  We  trust  the  country  will  perceiTS 
compensation  to  Mr.  Eyre.  His  the  great  mistake  here  committed, 
Government  proposed  the  pajrment,  though  Mr.  Gladstone  may  not 
because,  by  the  act  of  a  former  Gov-  We  should  not  have  noted  Mr. 
emment,  the  country  was  thought  Morrison's  attempt  to  reform  the 
to  be  liable  to  the  expense  of  repay-  representation  had  he  not  intro- 
ment ;  or,  to  speak  more  precisely,  duced  his  proposal  by  stating  that 
the  Houso  of  Gonunons  was  liable  a  change  of  Government  was  to  be 
to  be  asked  whether  it  would  pay  expect^  and  Uiat  the  Liberal  psriy^ 
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being  in  opposition,  would  raise  the  great  things  in  a  style  of  which 
cry  of  electoral  reform.  If  Mr.  ordinary  men  are  incapable;  that 
Morrison  spoke  from  a  knowledge  he  was  going  to  astonish  us  by  his 
of  what  is  going  to  happen,  we  achievements;  that,  much  as  he 
must  of  course  prepare  for  a  change  desired  office,  he  desired  admiration 
as  best  we  may ;  but  if  he  merely  more.  Now,  though  he  keeps  office, 
gave  utterance  to  his  own  ezpecta-  he  has  not  gained  applause.  We 
tions,  we  must  say  that  we  differ  need  not  go  over  all  his  policy  to 
from  him  both  as  to  the  prospect  of  show  how  inferior  to  expectation 
a  Tery  speedy  change,  and  as  to  the  he  has  proved  himself.  And  this 
action  which  a  Liberal  Opposition  failure  to  astonish  us  all  by  his  abili- 
may  find  it  expedient  to  adopt  ties,  and  to  extort  our  admiration, 
Unless  Ministers  should  think  a  we  can  conceive  to  be  a  cruel  wound 
dissolution  necessary  in  the  autumn  to  his  vanity.  It  is  hardly  to  be 
to  test  the  new  method  of  voting,  supposed  that,  adopt  what  platforAi 
and  should  thereby  find  themselves  he  may,  or  whoever  may  be  his 
without  support,  we  do  not  see  what  next  associates,  he  can  ever  stand 
is  for  the  present  to  bring  about  a  again  in  so  advantageous  a  position 
change.  Some  eccentric  movement  as  he  stood  in  four  years  since.  And 
of  the  Prime  Minister  may  of  course  thus  there  is  some  colour  for  the 
at  any  time  create  excitement  and  idea  that  he  may  not  be  disposed 
change,  but  we  cannot  reckon  on  to  waste  more  of  his  life  in  doing 
accident  Again,  we  are  less  ready  the  work  of  Government  It  is 
than  Mr.  Morrison  to  predict  what  also,  we  think,  but  giving  proper 
the  conduct  of  the  Liberals  would  credit  to.  the  sagacity  of  the  people 
be  in  opposition.  Supposing  Mr.  to  doubt  whether  they  would  have 
Gladstone  to  be  eager  for  office  Mr.  Gladstone  again  at  any  price, 
again,  and,  arguing  from  the  course  If  we  should  think  of  the  Liberal 
he  took  in  1868,  it  is  presumable  party  as  not  led  by  Mr.  Gladstone, 
that  he  might  use  electoral  reform,  ttien  we  believe  we  should  be  go>ing 
or  some  such  measure,  as  a  means  of  beyond  what  Mr.  Morrison  intended 
inducing  the  country  to  accept  him  his  prediction  to  cover, 
once  more.  But  we  do  not  feel  cer«  We  do  not  see  much  force  in  the 
tain  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  zeal  for  argument  that  the  Liberal  party,  by 
governing  will  ever  again  be  so  f  er-  whomsoever  they  taay  be  led,  will 
vent  as  it  was  in  1868.  We  think  be  able,  by  the  offer  of  wildly  demo- 
there  may  be  truth  in  the  rumour  cratic  measures,  to  recover  power 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  has  some  experi-  when  they  shall  have  gone  into 
ence  of  the  vanity  and  vexation  of  opposition.  They  have  had  eorte 
spirit  which  so  many  ambitious  men  htanehe^  and  done  whatever  they 
have  sighed  over.  Though  Mr.  listed  for  four  sessions.  The  Con- 
Gladstone  has  held  office  for  neariy  servative  party  was  unable  to 
four  years,  and  though  to  many  men  thwart  them  at  the  first,  and  lat- 
that  might  be  a  sufficient  reward,  terly  has  not  cared  to  do  so.  If 
we  do  not  think  it  is  so  to  Mr.  the  Liberals  must  disappear  from 
Gladstone.  We  should  not  be  sur-  the  Treasury  benches,  it  is  because 
prised  to  find  that  he  is  a  disap-  they  have  not  strength  to  hold 
pointed  man.  He  desired,  if  we  together,  and  because  the  country 
mistake  not,  something  more  than  is  tired  of  them,  and  disappointed 
the  mere  possession  of  the  Premier-  in  them,  not  because  their  antagon- 
ship,  held  as  he  holds  it  We  ists  have  prevailed  against  them  and 
fancy    that    he    aimed    at    doing  smitten  them.    Then  why,  if  they 
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cannot  hold  their  ^ound  while  thej  of  Radical  measures  died  out  from 

are  in  possession,  should  they  be  at  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  it  does 

once  able  to  recover  it  after   dis-  not  seem  possible  that  for  years  it 

placement  ?    The  old  pretence  that  can  again  avail  to  conjure  with  them, 

they,  eager  to  benefit  the   people,  The  inditterence  of   the  people    to 

have  been  prevented  by  Tory  cor-  politics  has  been  remarked  on  much 

ruption  and  Tory  intolerance,  will  of  late,  but  whatever  partiality  thej 

hardly  serve  them.      They  are  free  show  is  not  towards    the    Radical 

to  introduce  any  popular  measure  leaders.     During  the  present  yeftt 

that  they  can  agree  upon ;   how  can  popular  favour  has  turned  more  to- 

they  be  made  more  able  by  being  wards  Mr.  Disraeli  than  towards  anj 

turned  out  of  office  ?    If  they  have  other  statesman.    All  this  is  far  from 

to  go,   it  will   be  because  Govern-  promising  to  the  hopes  of  Radicalism, 

ment,  upon  Radical  principles,  hav-  TheLiberalsmay  try  the  game  whioh 

iHg  had  free  scope,  will  have  been  Mr.   Morrison    anticipates,    but   wo 

found   unsatisfactory  to  the  nation  suspect  that,  though  they  should  bo 

at  large.     Till  now  it  has  been  al-  as  frantic  in  their  invocations  as  tfao 

ways  possible   to  keep  life  in  the  priests  of  Baal,  there  will  be  none  to 

fallacy  that  there  were  certain  poli-  answer.      Mr.   MialFs  attack  upon 

tical  nostrums   which  no    Govern-  the  Church  was  a  failure.      Ereo 

ment  had  been  virtuous  enough  to  Mr.  Gladstone  saw  hi  to  disoounto- 

compound,  yet  which,  if  dispensed  nance  it ;  *  and  he  cannot  flatter  him- 

by  benevolent  hands,  would  bring  self  that  his  backwardness  in  aiding 

about  a  golden   age.     The  **enor-  Mr.  Miall  caused  the  least  iinpatE 

mous  lying ''  which  secured  the  first  ence  in  the   country.      The  offon* 

Reform   Bill   has   never   ceased   to  sive  Burials  Bill,  too,  was  got  rid  of 

flow  on  from  that  time  to  this,  and  with  general  satisfaction.      And  If 

never  ceased  to  operate  until  a  Radi-  further  proof  be  wanted  that    the 

cal  Ministry,  perfectly  unshackled,  people    is  getting    cloyed  with  tho 

was  intrusted  with  the  destinies  of  sweets  of  Radicalism,  it  may  be  found 

the  country.     Then  it  was  quickly  in  the  ^  Times* '  article,  from  whioh 

seen  how  promises  diflfer  from  per-  we    have    before    quoted,    on    tho 

formance.    The  belief  in  the  efficacy  Ballot  Bill,  and  in  the  article   of 

*  What  Mr.  Gladstone's  demnrror  amounted  to,  and  what  wc  may  expect  whenever 
it  may  suit  bis  plans  to  attack  tho  Established  Church  in  England,  may  be  inferred 
from  a  letter  to  one  of  his  constituents,  written  at  the  end  of  last  month  by  Mr. 
Baxter,  wlio  is  so  nearly  related  to  the  Cabinet  as  to  be  Secretary  to  the  Treasmry. 
The  letter  may  be  read  in  the  *  Times*  of  tho  6th  July,  in  a  paragraph  headed  **  Ooin- 
liictin^  Duties,"  and  tho  conflict  in  this  case  was  between  supporting  Mr.  Biiall,  at 
the  writer's  own  inclination  would  have  led  him  to  do,  and  doing  what  seemed 
for  the  moment  expedient  for  the  interest  of  his  party  and  of  himself.  Mr.  Baxter 
had  been  urged  to  support  Mr.  Miall  even  %t  the  cost  of  losing  office,  but  he  was  a 
gntat  deal  too  acute  for  any  self -sacrifice  of  that  sort,  although,  as  ho  says,  *^  as  decided 
a  Voluntary  as  ever  I  was."  Two  other  extracts  which  we  subjoin  will  show  how 
worthy  a  follower  of  a  conscientious  leader  Mr.  Baxter  is,  and  how  sharply  he  looks 
out  for  number  one';— 

''  Liberals  are  apt  to  exalt  too  many  matters  into  being  *  vital,'  and  at  a  time  when 
our  opponents  are  carrying  scat  after  seat,  we  must  take  care  not  to  play  Into  fhelr 
hands  by  giving  a  place  in  the  programme  of  the  party  to  questions  not  yet  qolto 
ripe  for  legislative  action." 

*'  I  have  not  the  slightest  intention  of  resigning  my  post  in  a  Ministry  which  has 
d  )nc  so  much  for  the  Liberal  cause,  because  it  is  beyond  their  power,  the  people 
not  being  prenared  for  it,  to  establish  perfect  religious  equality  in  England  as  well 
as  in  Ireland.'' 

It  \s  just  as  well  to  know  what  colours  the  Ministry  will  show  when  they  dare. 
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Julj    4th,   devoted    to    Mr.    Miall,  is  not  already,  the  ohject  of  their 
which  ends  as  follows :  *^  There  is  great  terror.     Will  they  do  nothing 
nothing  that  political  criticism  will  to  insure    themselres  ?    Will  they 
not  spoil,  and  even  find  weak  points  allow  Parliament  to  pass  measures 
in.      Nothing   is    to    stand    except  which  it  does  not  like  under  the 
that  which    stands    hy   itself,   and  impression  that  a  mysterious  power 
which   Parliament    cannot    touch —  superior  to  the  intelligence  and  the 
successful  money  -  making."      By^r  property  of  the  countiy,  is  the  onl^ 
lady,     we     helieve     that     if     the  power  which  it  has  need  to  propi- 
'  Tunes  *    were    not    the     *  Times,'  tiate  ?    If  not,  they  must  stir  them- 
it    would   he    Conserratiye  1      But  selves  at  once,  and  enlist  holdly  on 
is  successful  money -making   such  the  side  of  order.      They,  if  any, 
a     free     trade     as     the     ^  Times '  may  have  reason  to  rejoice  that  the 
thinks  ?      Parliament,    it    is    true,  people  is  sick  of  pulling  down.     If 
does  not  meddle  with  it  much  un-  they  are  wise,   they  wUl  with    all 
less  when  it  seeks  its  ends  hy  the  their  might  encourage  a  policy  of 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  :    yet  it  tolerance    and    forh^urance    toward 
has  its  troubles  neverUieless.     How  our  institutions.     They  may  rely  on 
long  will  the  capitalist  be  able  to  it  that  this  is  their  only  chance  of 
extract  from  the    pockets  of   con-  walking   much  longer   in   that    in- 
sumers  the  increased  wages  which  dependence  of  Parliament,  by  which 
he  is  compelled  to  give  to  his  work-  they  have  excited   the   admiration 
men  ;    and    how  will    it    be   with  of  the  *  Times.' 
capital  when  consumers  shall  fasten  We  make  change  after  change,  in 
their  pockets  up  ?    These  are  ques-  the  hope  no  doiibt  of  establishing 
tions  to  cause   anxiety  to  money-  national    prosperity  and    happiness 
makers.     Property,   they  must  re-  on  a  sure  foundation.     Every  great 
member,  is  no  longer  a  sacred  thing  change    is    to    procure    us    some 
in  these  islands.    The  people,  thanks  notable    advantage,     but    fails    to 
to  Mr.  Gladstone,  have  been  famili-  do    so,    and    we    seek    the    good 
arized  with  confiscatioa     The  anta-  which  still  eludes  us  from  further 
gonism  to  which  we  alluded  at  the  change.      Yet  we  do  not  appear  to 
beginning  of  the  year*  between  the  get  any  nearer  to  perfection,   and 
great  Plutocracy  and  the  great  De-  what  we  do  ^et  nearer  to  may  be 
mocracy  is  not  lessened ;  and  the  read  in  the  history  of  a  neighbour- 
Plutocracy,  though  it  is  able  so  far  ing   nation,  more   reckless   in  the 
to   recoup  itself   for  what   it  sur-  practice  of    overturning    than  our- 
renders,  does  nevertheless  get  the  selves.    It  is  to  be  doubted  whether 
worst  of  every  collision.     It  is  a  our    people,   intent    on    their    own 
condition  of  things  to  make  money-  affidrs,  and  now  feeling  but  little 
getters   think,  and    to  make   them  alarm  from  the  ambition  of  France, 
distrustful  of  Radical  governments,  sufficientiy  reflects  on  what  is  pass- 
Liberalism  seemed  for  a  long  time  inff  on  the  southern  side  of  the  £ng- 
especially  favourable  to  their  order,  hm  Channel     Frenchmen  are  there 
and,   of    course,    it    obtained    their  humbly  bringing  pieces  of  silver— 
short-sighted  support ;    but  it  has  the  great  and  Uie  small  alike  con- 
travelled    now  a    long  way    ahead  tributing    their   property  to  amass 
of    them    and    of    their    interests,  the  enormous  fine  by  which  alone 
and  seems  likely  to  be  ere  long,  if  it  they  can  procure  the  withdrawal  of 

*  Vide  *  Blackwood^ 8  Magazine '  for  Febraary  1872 ;  Art.—**  The  Reasonable  Fears  of 
the  Country." 
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a  foreign  army  from  their  territory,  it  is  true,  but  we  follow  neverthe- 
They  are  unable  to  beat  off  the  in-  less.  There  are  men  among  us  ready 
yader.  They  have  lost  the  great  to  destroy  what  remains  of  our 
military  prestige  which  once  con-  national  ties,  of  our  orders  and  our 
soled  them  for  the  want  of  substan-  institutions,  and  to  breaic  us  up  into 
tial  benefits.  France  has  been  shorn  a  chaos  of  selfish  factions,  as  help- 
of  her  provinces  on  the  Rhine,  and  less,  as  unmanageable,  and  as  suicidal 
such  tninquilli^  as  she  enjoys  is  as  those  in  France.  If  we  allow 
'd)pendent  on  the  life  of  one  intre-  such  men  to  injure  us,  it  will  be 
pid,  yigorous,  able  old  man,  an  octo-  through  ignorance,  of  course ;  but 
genarian.  None  can  foresee  what  is  ignorance  is  not  excusable  when  we 
in  store  for  her  after  that  most  valu-  can  learn  if  we  will  from  an  example 
able  life  shall  cease.  So  distracted  such  as  we  have  in  France, 
is  she  that  she  can  decide  on  no  Justice  is  not  very  prompt  in  pur- 
lasting  settlement  of  her  govern-  suing  the  persons  denounced  as  har- 
mcnt,  can  make  no  provision  for  the  ing  been  guilty  of  intimidation  at 
day  of  difficulty  which  cannot  be  the  last  election  for  the  county  Gal- 
far  off.  The  prospect  is  bounded  way.  Nearly  two  months  have  gona 
by  a  dark  veil,  and  behind  the  veil  by  since  Mr.  Justice  Keogh  made 
lurk  anarchy.  Communism,  national  his  report,  and  yet  the  chief  of  the 
disintegration,  and  a  crowd  of  shape-  accused  remain  at  large.  They  may 
less  spectres  which,  though  Provi-  use  the  opportunity  to  escape,  siaci^ 
dence  may  yet  defend  fair  France  in  the  opinion  of  the  judge  who 
from  their  horrors,  are  nevertheless  denounced  them,  they  are  liable,  if 
known  to  be  threatening  the  future,  convicted,  to  the  punishment  of 
This  is  Uie  result  of  eighty  ^ears  of  penal  servitude.  We  are  pro- 
changes.  France  has  seen  in  those  mised  that  Government  will  either 
eighty  years  two  Empires,  two  mon-  itself  submit  a  motion  to  the 
archies,  and  three  republics  :  she  House  of  Commons,  or  will  give  to 
has  been  torn  by  intestine  oonvul-  private  members  the  opportunity  of 
sions ;  the  blood  of  her  children  has  submitting  a  motion,  relative  to  the 
been  poured  out  like  water  in  her  judgment  of  Mr.  Justice  Keogb. 
wars  ;  her  capital  has  been  three  about  the  25th  July.  We  sludl 
times  occupied  by  hostile  armies  ;  have  gone  to  press  by  that  date ; 
and  now,  m  her  humiliation  and  but  we  trust  that  the  House,  so 
misery,  she  is  further  from  the  goal  anxious  to  suppress  corrupt  prac- 
which  she  has  been  seeking  man  tices  in  general,  will  express  itself 
she  was  in  the  last  centiu'y.  It  is  unequivocally  as  to  the  iniquities 
not  simply  that  her  people  are  perpetrated  in  this  instance.  Min- 
unwilling  to  constitute  a  stable  isters  have  hitherto  not  spoken  od 
national  power ;  they  have  de-  the  question,  and  they  may  intend 
stroyod  the  elonents  out  of  which  to  put  the  law  honestly  in  force, 
power  can  be  consolidated.  Nothing  The  delay  in  proceeding  is  defended 
is  left  which  men  by  habit  and  in  some  quaxiers  by  &e  aiigiiment 
consent  will  reverence  ;  there  Is  no  that  it  allows  time  for  excitement 
common  bond,  no  rallying  -  point ;  to  subside ;  but  it  cannot  surely  be 
her  wealth  is  being  taken  from  imagined  that  the  case  can  be 
her  by  her  conqueror  :  how  will  she  brought  prominently  before  the 
cohere  ?  While  we  shudder  at  her  public  again  without  creating  the 
fate,  we  do  not  turn  back  from  fol-  greatest  excitement,  whether  it 
lowing  in  her  footsteps;  we  follow  come  up  a  month  sooner  or  a 
more  guardedly  than  she  rushed  on,  month  later.    The  intrepid   Reogfa 
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is,  we  observe  with  pleasure,  going  the  violence,  anger,  and  fanaticism  of  a 

circuit  so  far  unharmed,  and  com-  5^i^^®  ™®X  ;    *    •  i,.^^  "?*  ^^^^  ^' 

««ii:««    ♦»»«    .^^^^^^    ™«     r^t    ki'o  deed,  that  this  proceeding  is  in   some 

peUmg    the    respect    even    of    his  a^einlieeplngwlth  the  poUcy  whlrh 

enemies     by    his     manlj    beanng.  the  Government  have  announced  with 

While,     however,    Ministers     keep  respect  to  Ireland.    I  believe  that  to 

back  discussion   in    the    Commons  appoint  a  lieutenant  who  hounds  on 

till  the  ver,  end  of  the  Boston,  the  ±,  '^^  '^^ly'Z^VJ^^n 

House   of    Lords  has    not  delayed  against  the  British  crown  which  is  stUl 

to  express  its  opinion  with  regard  to  in  the  memory  of  living  men — I  believe 

the  conduct  of  one  of  its  own  mem-  that  that  is  *  governing  Ireland  accord- 

bers  who  has  been  rash  enough  to  ^°»  K^^^i?T\  ,(^^J»"g^)   I?  <^»* 

•    .   .     .%      -             A    -ii.  A     j»  respect  her  Majesty's  Government  have 

rush  into  the  fray,  notwithstandmg  ^^^'^  perfectly    consistent:   but    it  is 

that    h"fe  holds  the  oflace  of    Lord  useless  to  preach  the  maintenanco.  of 

Lieutenant  of  an  Irish  county,  and  law  in  Ireland,  it  Is  useless  to  maintain 

is    Lieutenant-Colonel   of    an    Irish  J^J,  most  sWngent  Coercion  Act  ever 

«nnu;«     «A.«;^»«.4>        t  ^^a    n*«*^.»^  inflicted  on  that  country,  if  they  allow 

mihtia    regiment      Lord   Granard,  ^^^^  j^  ^^        .^^[j  ^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

the   peer  whose   conduct  was  com-  taw,  and  point  out  Its  mmisters  to  the 

plained  of,  declined  to  enter  upon  a  vengeance  of  the  people." 

full  explanation  of  it,  because  the  i_       ^  .           . 

whole  of    the  evidence   concerning  No  one  can  say  that  this  casti- 

the  Galway  election  petition  was  not  g»*»on    was    not    mented   by  Lord 

before    Parliament ;    whereupon  he  Granard ;  no  one  can  say  that  he  is 

fell  under  the  lash  of  the  Marquis  fi*  *<>  remain  lieutenant  of  a  county 

of  Salisbury  who  asked,  since  the  *^ter  committing  himself  by  an  act 

time  had  not  come  to  explain,  ®^  such  violent  partisanship.*     We 

do,  however,   hope  that  the  noble 

c«  TT.«.r  4i.«  *x^^  i.„^    «^^«  4^    „.«  Marquis  overstated  the  case  against 

How  tuc  time  had    come   to    use  ,          xm  »    ».  *      /S                  ^       i. 

these    expressions.      (Hear,  licar.)     If  her    Majesty  s    Government    when 

he    (Lora    Granard)   Is   so    scmpnlous  he  supposed  them  to  be  abettors  of 

that  he  will  not  break  silence  now  be-  .  Lord   Granard^s  indiscretions.     The 

fore  legal  proceeding  have  been  com-  Government  has,    it  is    true,   been 

Eleted    and    leiml    investigations  ■  have  4.,j„  .     „^    «^.Vm    ^^^^^4^    »/xiV.:*x» 

een  finished,  Row  was  It  that  he  did  \^^y  »     ^®    ,^^^^.  expect    nottiing 

not  restrain  his  curelve  and  cursing  pen  less  from  weak  Mmisters  whose  duty 

until  he  had  an  opportunity  of   know-  it  is  to  do  an  act  of  justice  which 

ing  whether  the   expressions  which  he  will  earn  for  them  the  denunciations 

used  were  justified  bv  the  facte  y  .  of  a  faction  for  whose  support  they 
The  question  is  not  what  Mr.  Justice  Y  j.«^u.v«  xw*  *v"^^«  ouiyv*i»  i^u^j 
Kcocrh  said.  There  is  no  necessity  for  have  been  sacrificing  the  loyal 
waiting  for  the  evidence  to  be  pro-  classes  in  Ireland  and  humiliatmg 
ducod.  .  .  .  The  question  Is  whether  themselves ;  but  they  have  not  yet 
Uie  J^leutenant^  ''iuBtificd^'"u!'  Sl^  i^efused  to  do  justice  on  Lord 
denouncing  h?  vltupcra^tlve'^tciSis  Uie  Gr^ard  or  up6n  the  other  trans- 
act of  one  of  her  Majesty^s  judge*  ;  and  gressors  on  whose  behalf  his  lord- 
that  question  Is  in  no  way  affected  by  ship  was  SO  unbecomingly  vehe- 
what  her  Majesty's  judge  may  have  merit  We  hope  yet  that  in  so 
done.  If  he  has  done  wrong,  there  are  ^^  ^  ^j^^  ^^j  ^  ju  g  ^^ 
authorities  who  can  deal  with  him:  .  •  v«a«  v^w  v«./itt«v  ^r  u  o^«  v  i^ 
but  It  Is  not  for  a  llcntenant,  represent-  imprudence  (to  say  nothmg  of  the 
Ing  her  Majesty,  to   point  him  out  to  guilt)   of  attempting  to  screen  per- 


•  Since  this  has  been  In  type  we  have  seen  the  announcement  of  Lord  Granard 
having  resigned  the  Lord-Lieutenancy  of  Leltrhn,  and  of  his  resignation  having  been 
accepted. 
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sons  who   have   so  flagrantly  com-  course  of  which  they  did  not  soo  the 

mitted   themselves.     It  has  an   op-  ^nd.    Let  them  give  protocUon  to  Uiote 

.v^.^,»u«   ^f   c,k^«r;*«r.  *k«*   :♦   ^-I,  ^**o  could  not  protect  themselves— let 

portunity   of   showmg  that   it  can,  ^^^^    protect  children   and   anlmal*- 

on  so  miportant  an  occasion,  put  the  (hear,  and  a  laugli)— but  treat  the  men 

public  interest  before  the  vile  interest  of  tliis  country,  and  also  women^  aa 

of  party.     We  will  not  assume  before  grown-up  and  intelligent  beings,  whose 

thfe  event  that  even  Mr.  Gladstone's  I5°^7!j%'^"2l'^*  ^".^^  ^3  depressed  and 

>;  T_.    r    .,V  ,^      Yt:     i  .,    "  .f  J  ^  limited  by  State   interference.      (Hear, 

Cabinet  will  altogether  fail  of  its  duty  hear.)" 

in  this  matter. 

We  have  before  now  had  to  re- 
mark on  the  inconsistencies  exhibit-  We  can  hardly  conceive  any  mem- 
ed  by  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Glad-  ber  to  have  listened  to  these  obser- 
stone's  legislation,  and  on  the  prone-  vations  without  having  his  mind 
noss  of  both  leaders  and  followers  carried  back  to  the  Irish  Land  Act ; 
to  put  great  and  general  principles  y©t  nobody  except  Mr.  MundelU 
aside  altogether,  and  to  act  simply  appears  to  have  perceived  how  they 
in  the  interests  of  party ;  and  we  applied  to  it  Whether  Mr.  Herbert 
cannot  now  refrain  from  remarking  was  right  or  wrong  in  the  maxims 
on  the  example  of  this  frailty  which  which  he  put  forward,  it  is  cksr 
came  to  light  in  the  debate  on  the  that  they  apply  ¥rith  much  greater 
third  reading  of  the  Coal  Mines  Re-  ^orce  to  the  Irish  Act  than  to  tha 
gulation  Bill  in  the  Commons.  Mr.  Mines  Bill.  If  it  be  proposed  in 
Auberon  Herbert  has,  it  appears,  the  latter  that  the  law  shall  inter- 
bcen  brought  to  see  the  inexpedi-  fere  with  contracts,  it  is  only  for 
ency  of  Parliament  interfering  in  the  purpose  of  assuring  to  erefy 
the  contracts  made  between  em-  person  concerned  what  he  believes 
ploycrs  and  employed,  and  has  to  be,  and  what  every  one^  also 
cautioned  the  House  of  Commons  allows  to  be,  his  covenanted  rights.. 
against  embarking  in  legislation  of  What  the  Irish  Act  did  was  so  far 
this  kind.     He  said : —  to  destroy  the  balance  of  a  covenant 

that   the   landowner   shall   always 

"Not  only  was  the  tendency  of  such  J^*^®   ^^^  ^^,'«*  ">{   !,*»  ^^,t^^?  ."^ 

leirislation  to  discountenance  habiU  of  terms  may  be.     And  yet  the  Insll 

tfelf-rcliauce,  and  to  substitute  in  their  tenants  are  not  children  nor  (m  Ifr. 

rttcad  an   expectation  of  continual  hi-  Herbert's  sense)  animals.    They  are 

Urference  from  that  House,  but  if  the  gome  of    the   shrewdest,    qnidLeet- 

House  once  entered  npon  Buch  a  course  ^^i.^,^    ^,^^\a    :„    *i,«    ^^a  .    mm^ 

tliev  would   find   it   utterly  impossible  J"^^   PJ^P^®    *»    "^f   Yi     . '  ^ 

to  stop.    ...    The  line  now  adopted  because  they  are  well  able  to  take 

would  in  the  future  lead  to  a  reliance  care  of  themselves,  and  to  make  a 

on  State  aid  Instead  of  on  combination  ifood  bareain.    the  law  stens   in  to 


assembly  members  wno  agree 

where  discussions  were  apt  to  be  in<  berths  principles  as  above  set  forth, 

fluenced    by    poliU^    and   sentiment  ^e  should  like  to  know  how,  eon- 

.    .    .    The  pTcat  characteristic  of  our  ^j„*^„xi„  ^uu  ♦k«o«  «««'»^:.v1^  »k*» 

country  was  the  tendency  to  self-help  Bistent^wit^  those  prmciple^  th^ 

in    every  direction.     He   appealed  to  can  renram  firom  endeavours  to  re- 

workini;  men  not  to  brin^  these  ques-  peal  the  iniquitous  Irish  Land  Act 

tioiis  before  the  House ;  If  they  gained  To  vote  for  that,  and  then  to  com- 

any  advantajfe  for  the  moment,  it  would  i  :      ^f    *Ug    clauaea   referring     to 

be   more    than   counterbalanced   after-  P***"  ^\    tne    Clauses  reiern^g    m 

wanL^.    He  hoped  also  that  the  House  wages,  is  venly  to   nave  swallowea 

would  loolc  ahead  before  entering  on  a  the  camel  first  and  then  to  strain  at 
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a  gnat      It  is  much  to  be  feared  misfortune:  it  is  a  crime — nothing 

th«t    the    principles    of    legislation  less.       There  is  the    light  of    Mr. 

enounced  by  Mr.  Gladstone's  follow-  Brighfs   teaching  to    see   by,  and 

era  are    seen    to    have  force    only  those  who  continue  blind  do  so  by 

when  they  operate  favourably  for  their  own  election,  and  are  depraved 

their  own  side  in  politics;  and  that  and  hopelessly  corrupt      There  is 

they  are  made  to  ship  and  unship,  no  chance  for  a  firee-thinker  in  Mr. 

as  the  sailors  say,  at  pleasure,  like  Bright's  liberal  code.      Once  there 

Mr.  Gladstone's  own  convictions.  was.  a  doctrine  more  in  vogue  than 

On  the  same   evening  on  which  it  is  now,  which  taught  that  man  is 

Mr.   Herbert  distinguished    himself  responsible  for  his  religious  belief, 

as  above,  the  dignity  of  debate  was  We  remember  the  indignation  and 

greatly  promoted  by  Mr.  Delahunty,  scorn  with  which  this  doctrine  was 

who,  after  hearing  some  remarks  of  treated  by  professing  Liberals.     The 

Mr.    Lowe    concerning    joint-stock  idea  that  there  could  be  uniformity 

banks,  said  that,  *^  after  the  miserable  of  opinion  on  even  the  most  sacred 

speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  subjects  throughout  a  race  of  beings 

chequer,  he  was  determined  to  bring  whereof  the  individuals  are  so  dif- 

forward  this  subject  again  next  ses*  f erently  constituted,  was  ridiculed  as 

sion,  when  he  would  smash  him  up.  the  most  absurd  and  arbitrary  ever 

(Laughter)."      Eloquence    such    as  invented  by  priestcraft     The  mis- 

this    indicates    the    level  to  which  sion  of  Liberalism  was,  among  other 

the  House  of  Commons  is  descend-  things,    to    emancipate    the    world 

ing.      Englishmen  will  do  well  for  from    this    debasing     superstition, 

the  future  to  look  at  home  before  But  here  we  have  liberalism,  as  ex- 

they  make  merry  over  the  barbar*  pounded  by  its  high  priest,  insisting 

isms  which  sometimes  disgrace  for-  upon  absolute    conformitjr,   passive 

cign  and  colonial  assemblies.     We  obedience,  and  a  surrender  of  the 

have  not  the  least  objection  to  Mr.  judgment  to  liberal  apostolic  guid- 

Delahunty  *^  smashing  up"  Mr.  Lowe  ance.      There  was  in  old   times  a 

if  he  is  able,  but  we  do  very  much  man  of  whom  probably  Mr.  Bright 

object    to    bluster    being   imported  never    heard,    althougn    they    are 

into    the    House — more    especially  kindred    spirits.      That    man    had 

when  it  is  expressed  in  the  liuiguage  a    bed    wnich    he    insisted    upon 

of  the  prize-ring.  everybody    fitting,    and    to    which 

Mr.  Bright  lus  been  indulging  in  he  had  a  method  of  fitting  every 

a  little  eloquence  quite  in  his  old  one    whom     he     thought     proper 

style.      During  his    temporary  ab«  to  lay  on  it     Mr.  Bright's  liberal 

sence  from    Parliament,   he  would  doctrines  are   like  that  bed — they 

seem  to    have  been  "  nursing   his  must  be  the  standard  of  stature  for 

wrath  to  keep  it  warm;"  and  now  every  one,  great  and  small.    It  is 

that  the  fire  has  kindled,  and  at  the  permitted  us  sometimes  to  speculate 

last  he  has  spoken  with  his  tongue,  on  what  might  have    happened  if 

the  pent-up  steam  is  quite  scaling,  nature  or  fortune  had  a  little  altered 

No  doubt  Mr.   Brighrs  sentimente  some  one's  condition.    Mr.  Anthony 

are  what  he,  with  unconscious  irony,  WeUer,   senior,  it  may  be  remem- 

would  call  eminently  liberal,  while  bered,   admiring   his   son  Samuel's 

to  all  who  are  not  his  bigoted  ad-  **  wast  power  o'  suction,"  as  exhibit- 

mirers  they  must  seem  to  breathe  ed  in  the  absorption  of  a  pot  of  ale, 

the  very  spirit  of  intolerance.     To  imagined  that  he  would  have  made 

differ  in  opinion  from  Mr.  Bright  in  a   remarkable    oyster    if    he    had 

politics  is  a  great  deal  more  than  a  been  bom  in  Uiat  station  of  life. 
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Using  the  samo  priyilege  of  giying  and    leaving    the    way  clear;    and 

the  rein    to   fancy,   we    apprehend  there  is  a  sort  of  after-dinner  fra- 

that  it  is  lucky  for  a  good  many  of  temisation,  and  a  somewhat  indis- 

our  kind  that  Mr.  Bright  was  not  creet  zeal  in  launching  statutes  into 

born  in  the  purple,  but  in  a  station  being.     As  in  *  Quentin  Dorward,* 

of  life  where  intolerance  can  find  when  the  sham  herald,  after  har- 

oxpression    by    the    tongue    only,  ing  been  tested  by  Toison  d*Or,  is 

Ilowbeit,  tolerant  or  intolerant,  Mr.  detected  and  scourged,  Lewis  and 

Bright  is  a  sturdy  Englishman  who  Gharles  forget  their  animosities  of 

has  ^Hhe  courage  of  his  opinions,"  years  in  delight  at  the  impostor's 

and  will  stand  to  them  through  weal  terror  and  writhings,  Lewis  layine 

or  woe,  through  eyil  report  or  good  his  hand  on  Charleses  shoulder  and 

report,  in  the  time  of  tneir  tribula-  Charles    catching   hold  of    Lewis's 

tion  and  in  the  time  of  their  wealth ;  cloak ;  so  when  July  is  seen  takine 

and  he  would  refuse  to    3riold  an  to  its  heels  and  rushing  away,  riru 

atom  of  his  tenets,  we  verily  believe,  patriots  put  aside  their  feuds,  to  be 

if  he  were  at  the  stake  or  on  the  pursued  again  that  day  six  months, 

scaffold,  and  a  word  of  concession  and  make  awkward  attempts  at  bro- 

would  save  him.     How  advantage-  therly    love.     Hybrid    bills,    com- 

ously  docs    he    contrast  with    uie  pounded     of     wholly    incongruoos 

time-serving  turncoat,  who,  after  Mr.  parts,   and    half-measures^  are    the 

Bright  had  sown  the  seed,  and  the  fruit    of    these    compromises.      No 

harvest  was  ready  for  the  sickle,  matter:   the  great  thing  is  to  get 

came  over  to  him  to  take  the  fruit  I  them  off  fast  enough. 

How  brisk  is  legislation    in  the  Among  the  hurried  products  of 

month  of  July  I     The  season  is  as  the  present  session  we  find  a  I^ublic 

potent  as  the  quack  doctor  in  a  pan-  Health  Bill,  which  everybody  says 

tomimc,  and  under  its  influence  bills  is  not  the  Bill  we  want,  but  which 

which  for  months  had  seemed  to  be  almost  everybody  is  anxious  to  pass. 

in  the  last  stage  of  decreptitude —  Perhaps,  as  the  Government  is  not 

battered,  paralysed,  denounced,  for-  preparea    with     a     comprehensiTe 

saken  —  spring   suddenly   into    life  measure,  there  is  wisdom  in  doiii|; 

again,  receive  an  aflSatus  of  aston-  what  is  practicable  as  a  beginning  to 

ishing  vigour,  and  go  off  the  boards  assure  the  public  that  Parliament  is 

with  a  hop,  skip,  and  jump.     Whe-  in  earnest  about  sanitary  work.    It 

ther  this  rapid  work  is  good  work,  is  a  most  difficult  subject,  and  one 

whether  it  may  not  be  to  a  great  which,  directly  or  indirectly,  afiects 

extent    '^  scamped,"    is   a    separate  so  many  interests,  that  it  will  Ukt 

question ;  we  only  say  that  the  pace  some  time  to  ihime  a  law  that  will 

at  which  it  moves  is,  after  the  falter-  work  well.    For  the  present,  we  are 

ing  and  hardly  appreciable  advances  glad  to  see  the  attempt  to  legislate, 

of  the  spring,  quite  like  the  work  of  Sir  Massey  Lopes  opportunely  with- 

magic.    Obstructions  and  difBculties  drew  the  amendment  which  he  bid 

vanish  in  some  inconceivable  way ;  been  contemplating,  and  so  smoothed 

honourable  members  between  whom  the  way.      We  cannot  think   hfan 

had  passed  the  wager  of  battle  over  wrone   in  desiring   that   the   local 

some  minor  bill  are  suddenly  seen  boards  should  be  relieved  of  a  por- 

shoulder  to  shoulder,  harmoniously  tion  of  the  expenses  attending  sani* 

and    kindly  assisting  the   bone  of  tary  regulations ;  neither  can  we  see 

contention  into  law;  the  lions  that  that  he  laid  himself   open  to  Ifr. 

were  in  the  path  are,  on  a  sudden,  Vernon    Harcourt^s    sarcasm,    who 

down  in    their  lairs   keeping  dark  attempted  to  condense  Sir  M.  Lope8*8 
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^>eech  into  a  sentence, — **  You  nmy^  As  the  end  of  the  month  ap- 
govem  us  as  much  as  you  like  if  you  preaches,  we  find,  not  without  dis- 
will  only  pay  for  it"  A  considera-  appointment,  that  Mr.  CardwelFs 
tion  of  the  speech  of  the  16th  July,  Loan  Bill  is  not  so  safe  as  it  appeared 
in  connection  with  the  elaborate  ex-  a  fortnight  since.  We  many  times 
position  of  the  Local  Rates  question  drew  attention  to  the  impropriety 
which  the  honourable  baronet  made  of  throwing  aside  this  important 
in  the  spring  with  so  much  success,  Bill  till  the  end  of  the  session,  while 
will  show  tnat  Mr.  Harcourt  by  the  yigorous  Parliamentary  period 
no  means  fairly  interpreted  him.  was  occupied  with  such  measures 
The  argument  is,  that  although  nu-  as  the  Ballot  and  the  Intoxicating 
merous  and  immense  charges  con-  Liquors  Bills.  Perhaps  Mr.  Card- 
tinue  to  be  made  against  the  local  wdl,  although  not  for  the  same 
rates  all  over  the  kingdom,  yet  reasons,  may  now  also  think  that  it 
the  local  boards  are  not  allowed  would  nave  been  better  to  take  the 
that  discretionary  power  over  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  heat 
funds  produced  by  the  rates  which  His  ground  is  not  so  strong  that  he 
alone  would  be  any  compensation  can  n^ect  times  and  seasons  when 
for  having  to  raise  the  money.  A  the  House  is  not  disposed  to  be 
Government  inspector  is  continu-  over-critical.  His  measure  professes 
ally  ^^  nagging "  and  meddling,  and,  to  mean,  and  we  believe  does  mean, 
to  show  that  he  holds  no  sinecure,  efficiency,  but  it  does  not  mean  econ- 
recommending  changes  which  the  omy;  and  Mr.  Cardwell  undertook 
boards  are  unable  to  refuse ;  so  that  to  gratify  the  country  with  the  two 
virtually  itjs  the  Central  Govern^  together.  He  must  not  complain 
ment  and  not  the  local  board  that  if,  after  giving  them  so  much  time, 
Gontrols  nearly  all  local  business,  some  of  his  Radical  friends  have 
Of  course  it  just  suits  the  Central  found  out  that  they  are  getting 
Government  to  really  exercise  all  the  from  him  only  half  of  his  bond, 
control,  while  a  local  board  has  to  Mr.  Cardwell  has  shown,  or  it  has 
find  the  money :  a  Government  can  been  shown  on  his  behalf,  that  a 
be  very  officious  and  very  liberal  on  great  deal  of  the  money  to  be  bor- 
such  terms.  ^*  But,'*  says  Sir  Massey  rowed  will  only  pass  from  the  Ira- 
Lopes,  *'  if  you  take  the  direction  out  perial  Treasury  to  the  county  troa- 
of  our  hands  you  ought  to  find  the  suries ;  also  that  in  a  year  or  two, 
money.  We  didn't  Mk  you  to  do  when  the  full  number  of  barracks 
our  work  for  us,  but  you  thought  shall  be  buili,  the  country  will  be 
proper  to  do  it,  so  you  ought  to  find  relieved  of  some  £70,000  per  an- 
the  means  of  carrying  out  your  lown  num  which  is  now  paid  as  billet- 
plans.''  This  is  very  di£ferent  from  money.  This  is  true,  and  is  all  in 
what  Mr.  Harcourt  conceives  to  have  favour  of  the  loan,  which  we  wish 
been  said.  It  is  not  an  offer  (so  to  to  see  granted.  Nevertheless, ,  we 
sp«Jc)  to  sell  the  control  to  the  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Cardwell 
Government,  but  it  is  an  assertion  spoke  ingenuously  (and  we  cannot 
that  Government  has  already  seized  forgive  him  for  it)  in  taking  credit 
on  the  control,  and  therefore  ought  for  the  whole  saving  on  the  Army 
to  find  at  least  a  share  of  the  charges.  Estimates,  when  he  knew  that  the 
We  may  confidently  hope  now  that  interest  of  the  loan  would  have  to 
a  Public  Health  Bill  will  make  its  be  set  against  the  saving.  It  was 
appearance  on  the  Statute-book,  a  paltry  device,  and  it  may  bring  its 
The  heading  is  one  that  will  not  dis-  own  pum'shment 
appear  from  thence  for  many  a  day.  We  rejoice  to  see  that  the  House 
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of  Lords  has  amended  the  Educa-  Mr.  Gkdstone's  irascible  bull  is  Mr. 
tion  Bill  for  Scotland  in  the  man-  Ajrton.  Any  representation  or  re- 
ner  and  for  the  purpose  which  the  monstrance  from  an^  body  on  whom 
other  House  sanctioned  when  it  the  First  Commissioner  of  Woriui 
passed  Mr.  Gordon^s  resolution  in  can  vent  his  ferocity  is  a  red  rag,  and 
opposition  to  the  Qovemment  certain  to  put  the  animal  on  the 
Ministers  found  means  to  prevent  rampage.  Dr.  Hooker,  the  last  rie- 
the  resolution  from  being  carried  tim,  so  far  as  we  know,  that  has  been 
into  effect  by  the  Commons,  but  the  rushed  at,  has  fortunately  got  so 
Lords  have  now  supplied  the  defect ;  hiefa  a  reputation  that  the  public 
and,  as  their  Lordships  have  done  wul  not  see  him  gored  and  tramp- 
only  what  the  Lower  House  afSrmed  led  on  without  interfering.  Justice 
that  it  was  right  to  do,  the  amend-  has  been  demanded  of  ^  Mr.  Glad- 
ments  will  scarcely  be  objected  to.  stone,  but  of  course  not  obtained 
It  is  hoped  now  that  the  Bill  as  from  that  wrong-headed  gentleman ; 
passed  will  be  so  far  acceptable  to  so  Parliament  is  about  to  dcttl  iHtii 
the  people  of  Scotland  that  it  will  the  bull  and  his  leader,  both  of 
make  due  provision  for  religious  whom,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  baited  ts 
teaching,  contrary  to  the  godless  in-  they  deserve.  We  much  regret  that 
tention  of  the  Government  The  we  must  go  to  press  before  Uie  sport 
Duke  of  Argyll,  who  has  been  toler-  comes  of^  for  we  should  have  been 
ably  discreet  since  Lord  Cairns  ad-  plad  to  notice  some  of  the  passages 
monishcd  him  when  be  ranted  about  m  the  entertainment 
the  CoUicr  job,  ^t  a  little  flighty  The  weeding  of  the  order-book 
again  in  July,  said  the  amendment  having  been  announced,  prorogation 
was  insincere,  and  spoke  of  the  re-  may  be  looked  upon  as  at  nand. 
cognition  in  the  preamble  of  the  We  find  nothing  to  regret  in  €bt 
principle  that  religious  teaching  is  abandoned  bills,  and  only  wish  ibaX 
desirable  as  simply  a  red  rag  held  the  Ballot  Bill,  which  has  been 
out  to  a  bull:  so  Lord  Cairns  ad-  followed  by  the  contemptuous  dis- 
monished  his  grace  again,  saying  like,  open  or  concealed,  of  nearly 
that  every  nonest  man  in  the  country, 

had  shared  their  fate.     Completion 

"  lie    was   sorry   to   hear  the  noble  of  the  Supply  votes,  the  formal  pM- 

Diikc  compjiPc  the  recognition  of  reli-  g^ge  of  the  remaining  measures,  and 

iCioui*  teaching  to  the  holding  out  of  a  -u^  .^^  ^  *-.->  ^*  z.     ^^    ^  ijl. 

Ted   rag  to  a  bull     (Hear.)    If  there  the  one  or  two  discussions  on  the 

was  any  insincerity— which  he   denied  conduct  of  Government  which  are 

—Ml  tlie  amendment  proxKxscd  to  the  promised,  will    quite  fill    the  time 

prcnmble.     there    was    insincerity    In  to    the    end   of    the  first  week  in 

den  of  that  speech  was,  that  means  were  ™»y  '^ope  to  obtain  the  relazatton 

airoKled  by  the  Bill  for  continuing  re-  which  they  have  earned  by  pretty 

Iglous  instruction  In  Scotland."  close  attendance,  if  not  by  putter 

out  very  useful  work.    The  period 

The  noble  Duke^s  comparison  of  during    which    they  have  sat   has 

a  red  rag  held  to  a  bull,  though  very  been  an  anxious  one ;   and  though 

unbecoming  when  used  in  reference  the  Government  did  its  utmost  to 

to  the  teaching  of  the  Scriptures,  embroil  us,  we  may  breathe  again 

might  nevertheless  have  illustrated  now,  and  coneratolate  ourselves  that 

another  subject  of  which  he  is  coe-  we  have  evaded  the  ruinous  penal- 

nisant  and  which  is  one  of  the  cun-  ties  to  which  Mr.  Gladstone's  pre* 

osities  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  Ministry,  cious  treaty  made  us  liable. 
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We  ventured  to  predict  in  Febni-  rate  that  something  has  been  done 
wry*  last  that  the  session  of  1872  to  improve  the  service.  Mr.  Glad- 
would  be  anything  but  a  peaceful  stone  was  too  much  frightened  about 
one  for  Ministers,  notwithstanding  the  treaty  to  repeat  after  Easter  the 
the  hopes  of  tranquillity  to  which  unseemly  exhibitions  of  temper  with 
they  had  eiven  utterance  before  it  which  he  favoured  the  House  of 
began.  It  has  proved  a  very  stormy,  Commons  earlier  in  the  year;  and 
and  to  them  a  very  damaging,  ses-  probably  it  was  for  the  same  reason 
8ion;and,but  that  they  have  benefited  that  his  flow  of  speech  in  the  latter 
by  their  own  blunders,  they  would  half  of  the  session  was  so  much  less 
not  have  retained  ofiBce  to  the  end  copious  than  in  the  former ;  he  was 
Off  it  There  were  grave  complaints  quite  morose,  in  fact,  and  really 
against  them,  recognised  by  their  Seemed  to  be  aware  that  no  one 
supporters  as  well  as  their  opponents,  could  possibly  admire  him  in  the 
any  one  of  which  complaints  might  circumstances  in  which  he  stood. 
have  led  to  their  dismissal,  had  not  We  doubt  whether  it  is  a  subject 
Parliament  withheld  its  blow,  be-  for  congratulation  to  the  Cabinet 
cause  it  was  impossible  to  let  them  any  more  than  it  is  to  the  country, 
quit  office  until  the  entanglement  that  the  session  will  come  to  an  end 
with  America  in  which  they  stood  without  a  change  of  Government, 
meshed  should,  by  unravelling  or  The  opinion  seems  general  that  a 
cutting  or  rending,  be  brought  to  an  change  must  come  ere  long ;  and  we 
end.  Through  this  entanglement  do  not  expect  that,  when  the  leisure 
they  tided  over  the  Collier  and  of  the  autumn  shall  allow  the  events 
Ewelme  jobs ;  they  were  not  driven  of  the  year  to  be  examined,  Ministers 
from  office  after  Uie  beatings  which  will  find  themselves  at  all  pleasantly 
they  from  time  to  time  received ;  spoken  of.  The  Conservatives  do 
and  they  were  enabled  to  shirk  not  regret  that  they  have  still  to 
the  expression  of  the  opinion  of  "  work  and  wait"  They  have  made 
Parliament  on  the  loss  of  the  Me-  no  great  assault  on  the  Ministry ; 
gsera.  From  immediate  punish-  neither  have  they  used  the  oppor- 
ment  for  the  bungling  about  the  tunities  which  have  offered  for  em- 
American  Treaty  they  have  been  barrassing  or  obstructing  the  work 
rescued  by  the  Arbitrators  at  Gen-  of  Government  Whatever  embar- 
eva;  but  we  trust  that  the  discus-  rassments  or  obstructions  have  oc- 
sion  of  all  the  circiunstances  of  that  curred — and  they  have  been  many 
treaty  is  only  postponed  until  next  —have  been  Ministers'  own  achieve- 
session,  when  probably  the  Arbitra-  ment  or  are  due  to  sections  of  the 
tors'  award  will  be  known.  Not-  so-called  Liberal  party.  A  period 
withstanding  that  their  Army  Esti-  of  great  commercial  prosperity  and 
mates  have  mounted  to  a  very  heavy  an  abundant  revenue  have  had  their 
Bum,^  they  have  induced  Parliament  usual  effect  in  keeping  down  political 
to  pass  them  under  the  promise  that  excitement,  and  in  mitigating  to 
the  expense  now  incurred  will  lead  Ministers  the  consequences  of  their 
to  ultimate  saving,  and  that  we  are  own  blunders.  And  yet,  prosperity 
to  be  free  henceforth  from  panics,  notwithstanding,  there  is  an  uneasy 
As  Parliament  has  thought  fit  to  feeling  abroad  of  which  we  are  all  con- 
accept  these  promises,  we  must  now  sciou^ — an  uneasiness  which  would 
only  wait  the  result,  rejoiced  at  any  swell  to  alarm  and  commotion  if  any 

*S<e  'Blackwood's  Magazine*  for  February  18T2.— art,  "The  Reasonable  Fears 
of  the  Country.'* 
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untoward  accident  should  create  devise  excisions  and  underminiDgg, 
damage  or  danger.  There  is  a  which  they  speciously  recommend 
misgiving  lest  we  may  have  gone  to  the  people  who  nave,  so  far, 
too  far  in  politics ;  that  we  have  allowed  themselves  to  be  ensnared, 
provided  our  ship  for  fair  weather  notwithstanding  that  they  have  an 
only ;  that  we  have  been  careless  instinctive  perception  of  the  danger, 
of,  or  thrown  overboard,  warnings  Will  their  fears,  and  a  surfeit  of 
and  safeguards;  and  that  our  sensational  legislation,  operate  at 
chance  of  repose  is  in  avoiding  last,  so  as  to  produce  caution  and 
squalls  and  billows,  for  we  can  no  a  pause  in  the  downward  course  ? 
longer  weather  a  gale.  In  such  cir-  We  think  there  is  reason  to  hope 
cumstances,  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  that  they  will ;  and  that,  the  irreso- 
all  to  aid  in  arresting  the  progress  lute  stage  having  been  passed — the 
of  revolution ;  and  especially  it  is  stage  of  disapproval  without  action 
the  duty  of  educated  and  reflecting  — the  country  will  now  stir  itself  to 
men  who  can  influence  others  to  shake  off  the  evil  influence;  and 
point  out  the  dangers  which  lie  in  that  those  of  us  who  may  live  to 
our  path,  and  to  show  us  how,  if  the  beginning  of  1873  may  then 
we  cannot  avoid,  we  can  overcome  see  the  people  active  in  securinff 
them.  But  what  we  see  is  the  what  yet  remains  of  our  once  priieS 
men  who  wield  the  power  of  the  patrimony,  and  unequivocallv  con- 
State  the  foremost  in  the  race  for  dcmning  the  guides  who  beckon  us 
demolition.  Not  urged  forward,  or  to  confusion  and  ruin, 
pressed    upon    from    behind,    they 


BLACKWOOD^S 
EDINBURGH   MAGAZINE. 


No.  DCLXXXIIL  SEPTEMBER  18Y2.  Vol.  0X1  F. 


A  TRUE  REFORMER.— PART  VII. 
CHAPTER   XXVI. — A   FIRST  GLIMPSE  OF  ELEUSIS. 

There  is  a  latent  fund  of  capri-  ordinate  office.  A  junior  member 
ciousness  in  most  human  beings  of  the  Government,  I  well  knew, 
which  makes  them  difficult  to  satis-  was  expected  to  speak  only  to  the 
fjr.  Here  was  I,  who  had  achieved  cue,  while  of  course  his  independ- 
an  amount  of  Parliamentary  success  ence  is  in  great  tneasure  gone.  Sup- 
in  a  few  weeks  as  far  exceeding  my  posing  then  that  I  really  had  the 
own  expectations  as  those  of  any-  capacity  for  attaining  distinction, 
body  else ;  yet  when  the  opportun-  should  I  not  take  higher  ground  by 
tty  was  now  given  me  to  place  my  holding  on  longer  to  the  part  of  an 
feet  on  the  official  ladder,  the  goal  independent  member,  and  waiting 
of  all  my  hopes,  thus  unexpect-  for  an  opportunity  of  entering  office 
edly  available  to  climb  ;  this  first  hereafter  in  a  higher  place  with, 
necessary  progress  accomplished,  I  a  Parliamentary  reputation  already 
yet  found  myself  actually  deliber-  made? 

ating  whether  or  not  I  should  ac-        Such  were  the  uneasy  promptings 

cept  the  Premier's  offer.     My  doubt,  of   ambition*      Looking  round   me, 

so    far    as    it    admitted    of    being  and  back  over  the  history  of  the 

analysed,  arose  partly  from  a  sus-  past  few  years,  the  lower  courses  of 

picion    that    the    ofier    was    made  the  governmental    pyramid   seemed 

not  so  much  as  a  tribute  to  my  to  be  made  up  of  men  of  fair  pro- 

iQerits,  as  in  view  to  gagging  a  man  mise,  whose  career  stopped  short  at 

^bo  might  prove  troublesome,   for  the  point  of  achieving  some  small 

office  h^  a  wonderfully  deodorising  office,  while  half-a-dozen  of  the  lead- 

.^BTect  on  the  most  malignant  polit-  ing  men  could  be  named  who  had 

'^l  miasma.     At  any  rate,  whether  never  been  anything  §lse  but  lead- 

^o  design  were  intentional  or  not,  ing  men,    starting  off   at  score   in 

•*^ere  could  be  no  doubt  such  would  the  first  flight  as  Cabinet  Ministers. 

^  the  practical  effect  of  taking  sub-  Even  Pcrkyman  of  the  Opposition » 

'^"OL.    CXII. — NO.    DCLXXXIII.  Sr 
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side  began  as  a  full  Secretary  of  engaged  to  share  Mr  Patcrson's  box ; 
State.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  so  that  although  I  confess  to  a  bom- 
some  of  the  a>)lest  men  of  either  ing  impatience  to  enter  on  my  new 
party  had  made  quite  a  humble  office,  the  ceremony  must  needs  be 
beginning :  Mr.  (or  as  he  was  gene-  deferred  till  the  Friday,  and  even 
rally  called  by  people  who  did  not  then  I  was  somewhat  puzzled  how 
know  him,  Tommy)  Sinnick,  for  to  act,  having  heard  nothing  further 
example,  and  even  Mr.  Merrifield  on  the  subject  from  Mr.  Merrifleld 
himself  taking  office  first  in  subordi-  or  anybody  else.  What  the  nature 
nate  posts,  and  working  their  way  of  the  process  ordinarily  was  I  did 
up  by  degrees  more  or  less  rap-  not  know.  My  experience  of  suoh 
idly  to  high  place.  Clearly,  then,  matters  had  been  limited  to  witness- 
a  man\s  career  must  depend  after  ing  the  inauguration  of  an  Indian 
all  upon  himself,  and  not  upon  the  viceroy,  when  all  the  Government 
accident  of  entering  office  early  or  officials  at  Calcutta,  including  the 
late.  Besides,  what  I  particularly  outgoing  viceroy,  assembled  to  re- 
stood  in  need  of  was  official  experi-  ceive  him  amid  salutes  of  artil- 
ence.  My  mind,  therefore,  was  soon  lery  on  the  great  staircase  of  Gov- 
roade  up,  as  indeed  no  doubt  it  had  emment  House,  and  everybody 
been  really  from  the  first,  for  my  crowded  into  the  council  chambor 
pretence  of  weighing  the  pros  and  afterwards  to  see  him  sworn  in,  the 
cons  of  the  case  hardly  imposed  up-  decorum  which  usually  obtained  in 
on  myself  ;  and  accordingly  I  sat  that  solemn  apartment  being  replaced 
down  and  wrote  a  note  to  the  Prime  on  this  one  occasion  by  a  turbulent 
Minister  accepting  his  gratifying  mob.  A  viceroy,  however,  is  a  Tery 
offer,  and  my  appointment  to  be  great  personage  indeed  ;  but  eroi 
Paymaster-General  of  the  Forces  was  when  a  new  general  came  to  take  up 
announced  in  the  second  edition  of  his  command  at  an  up-country  sta- 
that  evening's  Picradilly^  where,  tion,  his  arrival  u.sed  to  be  announced 
however,  it  occupied  quite  an  ob-  by  a  salute,  and  everybody  called 
scure  corner  ;  and  people  were  so  upon  him  that  same  morning  oflBd- 
occupied  in  discussing  Lord  Stowe's  ally, "  undress  uniform,  with  swords,** 
succossion  to  Mr.  Thorowcome  as  as  prescribed  beforehand  in  theste- 
War  Minister,  and  the  other  great  tion  order-book.  It  was  the  same  sort 
political  changes  involved  by  the  of  thing  even  with  a  new  brigadier, 
latter  statesman's  lamented  retire-  except  that  there  were  not  so  many 
ment  from  office  in  the  prime  of  guns  fired.  But  these  precedents  did 
life,  that  this  small  matter  of  the  not  throw  any  light  on  the  qucstioQ 
disposal  of  the  Pajmaster-General-  how  a  Paymaster-General  to  the 
ship  passed  almost  unnoticed,  except  Forces  was  to  be  installed.  How- 
perhaps  by  my  own  acquaintances  ever,  the  first  thing  to  be  done  was 
and  the  official  world  ;  and  my  to  resign  my  seat  in  Parliament,  and 
vanity  was  flattered  by  finding  at  a  set  about  getting  re-elected — a  rery 
dinner-party  that  evening  that  not  easy  matter  I  found,  and  not  CTen 
a  soul  in  the  room  was  aware  that  involving  a  visit  to  Leatherby,  the 
the  guests  included  a  member  of  good  people  of  which  snug  little 
the  Government  But  then  it  was  place  had  become  so  accustomed  to 
not  a  political  party,  and  the  people  be  represented  by  a  Government 
could  not  have  read  their  Piccadilly  official,  as  naturally  to  regard  my 
before  setting  out  for  it  appointment  in  the  light  of  a  tribute 
The  next  djiy,  it  so  happened,  was  to  their  own  sagacity  in  chooung 
theAscotCupday,  for  which  we  were  me.     This  matter  having  been  set 
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on  foot,  it  did  not  seem  desirable  peared  to  regard  as  a  sort  of  need- 
to  await  the  formal  warrant  or  less  excrescence  attached  to  it  by 
letters-patent  of  appointment,  which  Providence  to  prevent  the  routine 
might  take  some  weeks  to  get  working  properly.  I  thought  I  could 
ready,  before  entering  on  office  ;  and  always  detect  in  the  man's  face  who 
so  in  the  absence  of  any  further  com-  brought  me  papers  to  initial — espe- 
munication  on  the  subject — for  the  cially  at  first — an  expression  of  tol- 
discovery  of  Lady  Elizabeth  Merri-  erant  forbearance  implying  that  he 
field's  card  on  the  hall  table  when  regarded  the  proceeding  as  one  of 
we  returned  from  Ascot  hardly  bore  those  unmeaning  forms  required  by 
on  the  subject  officially — I  put  on  the  exigencies  of  Parliamentary  gov- 
my  hat  on  Friday  about  noon  and  emment,  and  that  the  business  in 
walked  down  to  the  office  in  Pall  his  opinion  would  be  far  better  done 
Mall.  if  we  did  not  meddle  with  the 
There  were  two  or  three  messen-  disposal  of  it  by  the  permanent 
gers  sitting  about  in  the  dingy  lobby  officials. 

which   did  duty  for  the  main   en-  My  predecessor  in  the  affections  of 

trance,  and  addressing  the  one  who  the  Leatherby  electors,  whom  oddly 

seemed  least  preoccupied   with  his  enough  1  had  never  met  before,  was 

newspaper,  I   asked  if  Lord   Stowe  a  well-preserved  man  of  sixty,  with  a 

were    in.     The    man,   who    seemed  high  forehead,  a  prime,  close-shaven 

properly   scandalised  at  the  idea  of  face,  and  thin,  compressed  lips  that 

an    unknown    individual  demanding  might  signify  great  force  of  charac- 

to  see  the  Minister,  immediately  re-  ter,  or  might  signify  nothing  of  the 

plied  that  his  lordship  was  engaged  ;  kind,  according   as   the  facts    turn- 

what  was  the  nature  of  my  business  ?  ed  out ;  the  sort  of  face  that  would 

On  my  giving  my  name,   however,  have  appeared  suitable  to  any  sphere 

the  man  immediately  apologised  and  in  life.     Had  you  met  Lord  Stowe 

conducted  me  to  the  new  Secretary  in  a  railway -carriage,  and  been  told 

of  State's  room.     And  here  let  me  by  your   companion    in  a  whisper 

say  at  once  that,  so  far  as  my  expe-  that  he  was  a  director  of  the  Bank 

rience  goes,  these  office-messengers  of  England,  you  would  at  once  have 

are  a  very  good  set  of  fellows.   They  replied  that  he  looked  exactly  like 

do  lead  an  apparently  lazy  life,  but  what  a  bank  director  might  be  ex- 

tliat  is  just  what  they  are  paid  to  do;  pected  to   be.     Had  you  been   told 

their  business  is  always  to  be  ready  that  he  was  the  managing  clerk  of 

when  wanted,  to  be  always  in  fact  a  large  city  firm,  the  natural  answer 

loitering  over  the    newspapers.     If  would  have  been  that  ho  looked  just 

occasionally  somewhat   crusty  with  the  man  for  the  post     The  same 

outsiders,    it  must   be   remembered  judgment  might  have  been   passed 

that   they  are  continually   pestered  had  the  spruce  face  set  off  the  figure 

by  impracticable  visitors  and  callers  of    an    elderly    clerk    in    Somerset 

making  foolish  inquiries,  or   asking  House ;  while  it  seemed  a  very  suit- 

for  impossible  information  ;  but  they  able   figurehead  for  a  steady-going 

seemed  to  me  to  be  trustworthy  and  Minister  who  had    now  worked  his 

obligyig,  and  to  have  especially  the  way  up  to  a  place  in  the  Cabinet 

difficult  knack  of  serving  a    great  Whether  Lord  Stowe  was  a  man  to 

many  masters.     Their  foible,  so  far  lead  others,  or  be  led  bv  them,  his 

as  I  could  make  out,  was  in  holding  face  showed  no  more  than  do  the 

a  thinly-concealed  cheapness  of  esti-  faces  of  most  other  people,  whose 

mate    for    the    Parliamentary    sub-  characters   we  are  in  the  habit  of 

officials  of  the  office,  whom  they  ap-  inferring  with  accuracy  from   their 
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features    whenever    we    happen    to  ther  to  make  a  proper  cable  of  them, 

know  all  about  them  beforehand.  you  understand,  as  we  used  to  say 

"Ha,    Captain    West,"    said    he,  when    I    was    at    the    Admiralty/' 

'*  how  do   you   do  \    Very  glad   in-  Then  we  must  look  to  the  heads  of 

deed    to    make  your    acquaintance,  departments  to  keep  us  all  square, 

and   very  glad  mdeed  to   welcome  A  very  able   set  of  men,   are  the 

you  as  a  colleague.     And  how  are  permanent  heads  of  all  the  public 

they  all  getting  on  at  Leatherbjr  ?  offices.    Very  good  here  as  elsewhere, 

A  very  snug  little   place,   isn't  it  ?  but  he  didn't  know  if  he  altogeUier 

I  really  must  try  to  get  down  there  liked    their    system    of    docketing, 

and    see    ray    worthy    old    friends  They  did  the  docketing  best  at  the 

again,  some  day."  Board    of    Commerce,   he   thought. 

*'01d   friends    indeed;    I  believe  Yes,   no    doubt    I    was    right,   and 

your  lordship  represented  them  for  there  was  a  very  great  deal  to  be 

over  twenty  years."  done  in    the  department,  althougih 

"  Nearer  twenty-five :  you  see  the  certainly,    Thorowcome    would    ap- 

place  suited  me  very  well ;    there  pear  to  have  done  a  great  deal  al- 

was  no  trouble  about  it,  thanks  to  ready  ;  a  man  with  very  sound  judg- 

our    excellent   friend  Sheepshanks,  ment  was  poor  Thorowcome,  and  great 

and  very  little  expense,  and   I   be-  official  experience.    Still  it  was,  as 

licve  I  suited  them  ;   I  was  able  to  I  very  truly  remarked,  an  extremely 

advance  local  interests  in  one  or  two  responsible  office,  and  an  extrem^y 

little  matters,  you  see,  as  well  as  to  important  time  to  have  charge  of  it, 

help  on  one  or  two  of  the  deserving  — very  much  so,   indeed.     He  was 

young  men.    1   had  the  advantage  very  glad  to  think  he  should  hare 

over  you  there,  ha!  ha!  Patronage,  the  benefit  of  my  practical  experi- 

Tm     afraid,     doesn't     go     beyond  ence,  and  no  doubt  we  should  hare 

the    office  -  messengers    nowadays."  many  important  deliberations  toge- 

From  which    short    dialogue  1   in-  ther,  and  he  hoped  I  should  always 

ferred  that  Lord  Stowc  really  would  proffer    advice    freely,   whenever    1 

probably  not  go  down   and  see  his  saw  occasion   to  do  so.     I  thought 

worthy  old  friends — at  any  rat^j  un-  that  a  very  great   effort  would   be 

Ml  business  might  take  him  to  those  needed,  did  1 1  and  that  the  proper 

parts.  path  of  army  reform  had  yet  to  be 

Well,  now,  his  lordship  proceed-  discovered  and  entered  upon  f    Well, 

r;d,    as  to  the  work  of  the  office,  that  was  an  interesting  question,  but 

He  was,  like  myself,  quite  new  to  he  was  disposed  to  take  a  more  saa- 

rhe    place,    and    greatly  altered    it  guine  view  of  matters.    The  people 

;cemcd  to  be  since  he  was  in  the  dc-  in  the  office  seemed  to  think  that 

partment  before,  fifteen  years  ago.  things  were  going  on  very  well ;   the 

But    one    department    was    pretty  audit  was    very   efiScient^   and    the 

much  like  another,  he  thought,  and  control  over  the  stores  seemed  com- 

wc  should  no  doubt  all  soon  get  into  pleto    and    satisfactory.      HoweTW, 

;mooth  working  order.     As  to  dis-  of  course  I  would  look  into  these 

Iribution  of  work  ?    Well,  he  hardly  matters,  and  make  any  suggestions 

knew  yet  how  that  was  arranged,  that  occurred  to  me.    There  was  one 

but  of  course  all  important  papers  think  he  ought  to  mention.   We  must 

«:ame  to  him  before  they  were  dis-  bo  prepared,  at  any  rate,  for  a  certafai 

posed  of,  and  Tregarth  (he  was  the  amount  of  reduction  in  next  year's 

permanent    Under  -  Secretary)    kept  estimates,  of  course ;  there  had  been 

I  general   control   over  everything,  no  reduction  to  speak  of    for  the 

'  Brings  all  the  official  strands  toge-  last  two  years,  and  the  public  would 
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probably  begin  to  raise  a  cry  for  it  questions,  and  the  general  business 
about  next  year.  I  hoped  such  a  cry  of  the  Commons,  between  us.  I 
would  be  resisted,  did  I  ?  Well,  he  knew  Bracton,  of  course  ?  "  No ! 
for  his  part  was  prepared  to  resist  any  Then  let  us  go  to  his  room  and  I 
undue  change,  but  these  things  I  will  introduce  you  ;^*  and  so  saying, 
knew  were  very  much  matters  of  his  lordship  got  up  and  led  the  way 
degree,  and  in  such  affairs  a  Gov-  to  the  Under-Secretary's  room,  which 
emment  must  be  satisfied  to  fol-  was  just  at  the  end  of  the  passage, 
low  public  opinion,  rather  than  to  We  found  Mr.  Bracton  walking 
lead  it  It  was  usually  the  safest  up  and  down,  with  his  hands  in  his 
course.  Besides,  *  Mr.  Merri field  pockets,  dictating  to  a  private  secre- 
would  probably  wish  for  reductions,  tary  sitting  at  the  table.  "  Well," 
Sinnick  (Mr.  Sinnick  was  Chancellor  said  Lord  Stowe,  after  the  mtro- 
of  the  Exchequer)  would  be  certain  duction,  ^*  I  shall  leave  you  gentle- 
to  do  so,  and  Bracton  (Bracton  was  men  to  discuss  matters  together, 
the  Parliamentary  Under-Secretary)  You  will  find  Captain  West  full  of 
seemed  to  think  there  was  abundant  practical  ideas,  Bracton,  a  most  vat- 
room  for  retrenchment  Astodistri-  uable  colleague,  I  am  sure,'*  and  so 
bution  of  business  ?  Well,  as  he  was  saying  he  quitted  the  room ;  and  the 
in  the  Upper  House,  the  arrangements  private  secretary  also  slipping  away, 
made  by  Mr.  Thorowcome  would  no  Mr.  Bracton  and  I  fell  to  conversation, 
doubt  need  to  be  modified.  Bracton,  Mr.  Bracton  standing  in  the  middle 
of  course,  would  have  to  move  the  of  the  room  with  his  hands  in  his 
estimates  next  year,  and  he  and  pockets,  and  I  sitting  on  his  table 
I    would    divide  the  answering  of  for  want  of  the  offer  of  a  chair. 


CHAPTER   XXVII. — INTRODUCES   SOME    DISTINGUISHED   OFFICIALS. 

The      Right     Honourable     John  House  as  out  of  it,  he  promisied  to 

Bracton  began  life,  I   believe,  as  a  become  a  somewhat  important  ele- 

West    Indian    planter,     and    after  ment  in  the  political  world,  possibly 

achieving  a  moderate  fortune  in  that  a  leader  eventually  of  the  extreme 

line,    returned    home    and    entered  Left     But  when,  shortly  after  Mr. 

Parliament  as  member  for  a  very  Merrifield's  Ministrywas  first  formed. 

Radical  manufacturing  town  in  the  a  murmur  arose  among  the  organs 

north  on  an  extreme  Radical  plat-  of  that  branch  of  the  party,  low  at 

form,   which,   so  far    as   could   be  first,   but  gaining    force  as  it  was 

Sthered    indirectly    from    various  echoed  from  one  to  the  other,  as  to 

nta  scattered  through  his  speeches,  the  claims  of  the  extreme  Left  to  a 

both  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  em-  larger  share  of  oflSce,  and  it  was 

braced  a  general  cutting  down   of  soon  asked  with  outspoken  indigna- 

every thing,  the  estimates,  the  army  tion,   whether  the  real    representa- 

and  navy,  the  bishops,  the  aristoc-  tives  of  the  people  were  to  be  made 

racy,  and  even  it  might  be  inferred  a  cat's-paw  of  to  help  the  old  Whigs 

still  more  exalted  institutions ;  and  to  office,  and  then  be  left  themselves 

since  Mr.  Bracton  did  not,  like  some  out  in    the    cold :   when    questions 

members  of  the  Liberal  school,  wear  like  this  appeared   in   brilliant  ar- 

his  hair  long,  or  part  it  in  the  mid-  tides  in  papers  of  world-wide  cir- 

dlc,   or  lisp,  but  spoke  with  point  culation,     and    were     repeated    in 

and    sense    in  a  dogged,   stubborn  high-class    Liberal    papers,    it    be- 

manner,    and  was  as  bold   in  the  came    evident    that    the     Govern- 
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ment  would  rest  on  an  uneasy  that  everybody  should  be  required  to 
basis  unless  some  lateral  extension  attend  church  or  chapel  every  Sun- 
were  carried  out  Intelligent  sup-  day  morning;  and  when  he  ex- 
porters therefore  commended  Mr.  plained  that  this  provision  would 
Merrifield's  astuteness  when  it  was  apply  to  every  able-bodied  subjecti 
announced  that  Mr.  Bracton  had  Dissenter  as  well  as  Churchman, 
accepted  the  Vice-Presidency  of  the  then  my  now  acquaintance  found  he 
Board  of  Commerce;  while  even  had  raised  a  regular  homet^s  nest 
those  members  of  the  Government  about  himself  and  the  Government, 
who  were  disposed  to  hold  their  Of  the  reception  the  right  honourable 
noses  in  the  air  and  look  askance  at  gentleman  met  with  when  he  went 
their  new  companion,  soon  came  down  to  visit  his  constituents ;  how, 
round  to  the  same  opinion  on  find-  when  he  endeavoured  to  obtain  a 
ing  how  great  was  the  addition  to  hearing  at  the  meeting  and  to  point 
their  peace  of  mind,  the  whilome  out  that  the  Bill  for  the  first  time 
thorn  in  the  Government  bouquet  placed  Dissenters  on  the  same  foot- 
being  now  transformed  into  quite  ing  with  Churchmen,  he  was  yelled 
a  fragrant  flower  in  the  Govern-  down  by  the  indignant  mob;  hdw 
ment  buttonhole.  Instead  of  being  finally,  after  the  platform  had  been 
badgered  themselves,  they  now  had  invaded,  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
a  badger  of  their  own  to  snarl  dc-  in  their  member — who  held  his 
fiance  from  the  Treasury  tub  at  the  ground  among  the  roughs  with 
Opposition  and  at  gentlemen  below  dogged  pluck — was  unanimously  car- 
the  gangway,  like  another  Diogenes,  ricd,  till  finally  the  tumult  was 
and  quite  as  cynical.  But  when,  quelled  by  the  arrival  of  the  police ; 
taking  advantage  of  the  numerous  how,  as  indignation  became  general, 
changes  which  befell  his  Ministry,  explanations  were  offered  in  the 
the  Premier  advanced  Mr.  Bracton  House  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
to  be  Minister  of  Cultus  and  a  enforce  the  Act,  except  in  the  case 
Privy  Councillor,  people  said  Merri-  of  women  and  children  and  such 
field  had  gone  too  far,  and  that  his  adult  males  as  did  not  object  to 
strength  in  this  respect  would  prove  obey  it ;  how,  after  all  its  loading  pro- 
a  weakness.  Their  fears  were  soon  visions  had  been  whittled  away  in 
justified  when  the  new  Minister  set  committee,  the  Bill  was  eventually 
to  work  in  his  trenchant  style,  pull-  withdrawn  amid  derisive  cheers 
ing  about  the  pillars  of  the  Church,  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
For  a  time,  indeed,  he  carried  a  party  jubilations  from  all  sections  of  the 
with  him.  So  long  as  he  confined  press ;  all  this  is  matter  of  history. 
himself  to  the  Kstablishmcnt  all  But  Mr.  Merrifield  took  the  hint, 
went  well:  his  select  committee  on  and  when  the  various  Ministerial 
the  deans  and  chapters ;  his  pro])osal  changes  occurred  to  which  reference 
to  whitewash  Westminster  Abbey  has  been  made,  the  opportunity  was 
instead  of  wasting  money  on  restor-  seized  to  transfer  the  too  zealous 
ing  the  stonework ;  even  his  cele-  Minister  to  his  present  office.  Let 
brated  letter  to  the  Archbishop,  ine  add,  however,  that  I  found  my 
which  set  the  Pari»h  Beadle— or^n  new  acquaintance  a  very  good  follow 
of  the  High  Church  party — frantic ;  — very  different  from  what  he  was 
while  these  things  went  on  the  Re-  popularly  supposed  to  be ;  intole- 
gUter  and  the  Nonconformists  looked  rant  of  stupidity,  indeed,  but  really 
on  approvingly.  But  when  Mr.  Brae-  anxious  to  save  the  public  purse ; 
ton  took  charge  of  the  Government  who  kept  his  cynicism  for  the 
Public  Worship  Bill,  which  enacted  outer  world,  and  having  now  sown 
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his  political  wild  oats,  promised  to  it  is  nearly  two  o* clock,  and  I  ought 

develop  into  a  useful  and  discreet  to    have    been  on   a  committee  of 

public ofiBciaL  the  House  at  twelve.      Tata  I  you 

Not,  however,  that  we  appeared  will  soon  settle  down  into  the  ways 
to  have  many  ideas  in  common  on  of  the  place.''  And  bo  .  saying, 
the  matter  just  now  in  hand.  *^0f  Mr.  Bracton  took  his  hat  and  hur- 
course  you  know  what  I  have  been  ried  out  of  the  room, 
sent  to  this  shop  for,"  he  observed  ;  The  next  thing  to  do  appeared  to 
"  going  down  in  the  world,  you  see,  be  to  find  my  own  room,  to  which 
this  is,  to  become  a  mere  Under-  accordingly  I  was  conducted  by  a 
Secretary;  although,  to  be  sure,  messenger  whom  I  found  waiting 
when  the  head  of  the  department  in  the  hall — a  comfortable  if  some- 
is  in  the  Lords,  it  makes  a  difference,  what  dingy  room,  furnished  with  a 
However,  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  writing-table,  a  bookcase,  and  a  few 
plenty  to  be  done  here.''  chairs.     On  the  table  was  a  little 

I  asked  him  what  ho  thought  of  bookstand,   containing    various  edi- 

the  office.  tions  of  the  *  Army  List,*  the  *  Navy 

** Well,  one  public  office  is  pretty  List,*  *Who*s  Who,*    the    ^London 

much  the  same  as  another,  I  take  Directory,*  and  other  periodicals  of 

it ;  only  some  have  too  many  clerks,  the    same    useful    character.      The 

and  others  only  just  about  enough,  drawers  of   the   table  T  found    on 

This  is  one  of  the  first  lot,  T  suspect ;  examination    to    be    empty,    except 

but  I  have  not  had  time  to  go  into  the    top    one    on   the    right    hand, 

the  thing  yet,  for  I  am  a  new-comer,  which  appeared  to  be  a  repository 

like  yourself.     But  one  must  look  for  spare  half-sheets  of   notes  and 

about  and  see  what  there  is  to  re-  other    scraps  of    paper — whence    I 

trench.     Plenty  of  room  for  that,  I  inferred  my  predecessor  must  be  a 

fancy.     Thorowcome,  you  know,  was  man  of    sound    economic    habits — 

on  tne  building-up  lay  all  the  time  a  penknife,  a  strop,   and  a  broken 

he  was  here,  ao  tnere  is  sure  to  be  paper-cutter.       While    engaged    in 

plenty  of  stuff  to  be  pulled  down,  these  investigations,  the  messenger 

if  you  set  about  it**  entered  with  the  iJial  of    the  day 

"No  doubt  we  ought  to  be  on  —which,    in    the    absence    of    an 

the  look  out  for  all  reductions  that  occupant  of  the  room,  he  had  been 

can  properly  be  made.      Anything  surreptitiously    reading — and     ask- 

superfiuous  is  waste,  and  waste  of  ,  ing    \i    I    would     not    like    some 

public  money  is  wicked.     But  the  writing  materials,  presently  returned 

nrst  thing  is,  I  apprehend,  to  find  with  an  assortment  of    that   stout, 

out  what  you  really  do  want,  and  glossy  paper  affected  by  Government 

arrange  accordingly.**  officials,    and    last,    but   not    least, 

"  Oh,  as  to  that— although  I  don*t  some  bundles  of  that  useful  but 
profess  to  know  much  about  mili-  much-abused  article,  red-tape.  But 
tary  matters,  which  haven't  been  at  although  thus  provided  with  the 
all  in  my  line — I  fancy  you  have  sinews  of  war,  no  sound  of  battle 
got  pretty  nearly  everything  you  came  near  me.  All  was  as  silent 
want  in  the  way  of  an  army,  and  as  the  grave ;  and  while  walking  up 
a  good  deal  more.  Anyhow,  I  and  down  the  room,  amused  and 
know  Merrifield  and  Tommy  Sin-  perplexed,  I  descried  in  the  book- 
nick  will  look  for  retrenchment  case  a  copy  of  the  ^  Report  of  the 
from  me.  And,  between  ourselves,  Eighteenth  Committee  on  the  Organ- 
Burley  is  said  to  be  a  good  man  isation  of  the  Artillery.*  Truly  here 
for  that  sort  of  thing.    But,  dear  me,  was  a  first  glimpse  of  the  sweets  of 
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office.  Here  was  this  report,  which,  them  were  merely  routine,  and  dis- 
although  printed,  was  so  far  a  pri-  posed  of  hy  the  different  branches ; 
yate  and  confidential  document,  and  the  head  clerks  of  branches  exercised 
the  source  of  endless  surmises  and  their  discretion  about  sending  up 
expectations  in  all  regimental  circles,  letters  ;  but  I  could  always  see  as 
lying  quietly  on  the  shelf,  just  as  many  cases  as  I  desired,  and  some 
if  it  had  been  an  ordinary  magazine,  would  have  to  go  on  to  Lord  Stowe. 
I  took  it  up,  and,  absorbed  in  its  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
fascinating  contents,  had  ju  st  come  first  thing  to  be  done  seemed  to  be 
to  that  interesting  discussion  at  page  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the 
82,  whether  the  foot  artillery  should  different  officials  ;  and  accordingly, 
be  styled  brigades  or  battalions,  accompanied  by  my  young  friend,  I 
when  the  messenger  entered  with  a  went  the  round  of  the  senior  permar 
note.  It  was  from  my  predecessor,  nent  officials,  paying  a  few  minutes' 
Mr.  Alister,  recommending  his  late  visit  to  each,  a  proceeding  which  I 
private  secretary,  one  Koundhand,  have  reason  to  suppose  was  favour- 
to  my  notice,  in  case  I  should  not  ably  regarded,  inasmuch  as  the  ordi- 
have  any  one  in  view  for  the  ap-  nary  course  would  have  been  to  ask 
pointment  Being  a  perfect  stranger  them  to  come  and  see  me,  althou^ 
to  every  one  in  the  office,  I  gladly  I  am  not  quite  sure  Murphy  did 
closed  with  the  proposal,  and  pre-  not  think  I  had  come  to  enjoy  a 
sently,  on  a  message  being  sent  him,  little  triumph  over  him,  and  he  was 
Mr.  Roundhand  entered  the  room,  by  no  means  at  his  ease  when 
a  nice  -  looking  little  fellow,  who  he  received  me  in  his  room.  And 
might  be  tive-and-twenty,  but  was  then  deferring  till  next  day  my 
really  I  learned  afterwards  ten  initiation  into  the  mysteries  A 
years  older.  No  doubt  the  interreg-  routine  and  the  disposal  of  the  four 
niun  in  the  Paymaster-Generalship  hundred  and  odd  letters  r^stered 
had  been  an  anxious  time  for  my  daily,  I  walked  out  to  lunch  at  the 
new  friend,  to  whom,  since  he  was  Union  Jack,  and  afterwards  going 
a  junior  clerk  (salary  £150,  rising  down  to  the  House,  took  my  seat 
by  annual  increments  to  £400),  the  meekly,  as  became  a  new  ana  sub- 
additional  £150  of  a  private  secre-  ordinate  member  of  the  Government, 
tary  was  a  considerable  matter,  to  on  the  extreme  top  of  the  Treasury 
say  nothing  of  the  superior  dignity  bench. 

of  the  position  and  the  privilege  of        Business,  however,  began  almost 

a  room  to  himself.     Nor  had  I  any  immediately,   for  on  the   following 

reason  to  regret  the  selection.  Monday  I  got  a  note  from  Bracton : 

To    my    inquiries    whether    the  '*  Got  the  mulligrubs,  and  shan't  be 

duties  of  my  office  were  always  of  able  to  go   to  the   House    to-day ; 

the  nominal  character  indicated  by  Belkhow  and  Spendtick  have  ques- 

the  present  empty  state  of  my  table,  tions  ;  will  you  please  tackle  them  f 

Roundhand    replied    by    explaining  The  people  in  the  office  will  do  the 

that    the    office    probably  did    not  needful."      And  accordingly,  when 

know  of  my  arrival.     I  should  soon  I  went  down  there,   I   found  that 

find  plenty  to  do  if  I  felt  disposed  Roundhand  had  two  half-sheets  of 

to  do  it     In  fact,  my  department  foolscap  ready  for  me,  on  the  top  of 

was  the  heaviest  in  the  office,  four  each  of  which  was  posted  the  printed 

hundred  and  odd  letters  a-day  being  question,  cut  out  from  the  Parliamen- 

registered  in  it     Did  Mr.   A  lister  tary  Notices,  with  a  cut-and-dried 

read  all  the  four  hundred  and  odd  answer  written  below,   in  a  clear, 

letters  ?     Oh,    dear,   no ;   most  of  clerkly  hand.      Fortified  with   this 
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information,  I  took  my  seat  on  the  as  those  worn  by  the  Guards ;  and 

bench  as  before,  and  made  my  first  again,   making    the    important    an- 

Ministerial  statement     Rising  after  nouncement   that    the    question  of 

each  question,  and  taking  off  my  hat  supplying  half-and-half    instead    of 

gracefully,  after  approred  manner,  I  bitter  ale  to  tlie  troops  in  the  West 

had  to  state,  in  reply  to  the  noble  Indies  was  in  course  of  investigation 

lord's  question,  that  it  is  not  in  con-  by  a  committee,  whose  report  would 

temptation  by  her  Majesty's  Govern-  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the 

ment  to  serve  out  bearskins  to  all  Secretary  of  State  as  soon  as  it  was 

Yolunteer  corps  of  the  same  pattern  ready. 


CHAPTER   XXVin. — UNFOLDING   OF   THE   MTSTEBIES. 

Having  thus  donned  official  bar-  supplies ;  and  since  the  expenditure 
ness,  I  now  set  about  applying  my-  on  these  made  up  about  three-fourths 
self  seriously  to  work,  and  soon  of  the  total  army  outlay,  my  func- 
found  that,  as  Roundhand  had  said,  tions  were  in  reality  much  more 
there  was  plenty  to  be  done,  if  you  limited  than  my  title  would  imply, 
only  chose  to  do  it  My  first  discov-  But,  further,  I  had  only  to  do  with 
ery  was  that  the  office  was  divided,  the  bare  pay  of  the  troops.  All 
or  was  supposed  to  be  divided,  into  allowances,  travelling  bills,  and  so 
three  main  departments.  First,  the  forth,  were  dealt  with  by  the  Store- 
Personal,  or  Military  Branch,  which  keeper-General ;  and  as  these  com- 
dealt  with  discipline,  and  so  forth ;  prised  all  the  cases  of  difficulty 
but  although  nominally  a  branch  of  which  arose,  they  formed  really  a 
the  office,  and  under  the  same  roof,  much  more  important  branch  of  the 
we  kept  it  at  a  proper  distance,  pay  department  than  the  pay  depart- 
It  was  a  recognised  principle  of  busi-  ment  itself.  It  is  not  easy  to  make 
ness,  I  found,  in  the  other  branches,  mistakes  about  the  amount  of  pay  a 
never  to  let  this  one  see  their  part  soldier  is  entitled  to;  but  as  there 
of  the  work,  and  never  to  consult  were  no  specific  rules  about  travel- 
it  about  anything,  if  they  could  ling  charges  or  contingent  items,  but 
possibly  avoid  doing  so.  Next,  the  each  case  could  be  dealt  with  from 
Store  Branch,  under  the  Store-  an  original  point  of  view,  according 
keeper-General,  Lieutenant-General  to  the  idiosyncrasies  of  the  clerk 
Sir  Mordaunt  Burley,  R.C.B.,  who  whose  hands  it  fell  into,  one  travel- 
also  had  not  been  very  long  ap-  ling  bill  might  afford  scope  for  as 
pointed,  and  who^  like  myself,  was  much  ingenuity  in  manipulation  and 
intended  to  have  a  seat  in  Parlia-  references  as  twenty  muster-rolls, 
ment,  but  had  not  been  able  to  find  In  fact,  the  office,  although  nomi- 
one  yet  Third,  the  Money  Branch,  nally  of  three  parts,  virtually  con- 
nnder  the  Paymaster-General.  But  sisted  of  one.  The  Personal  Branch 
these  names,  I  soon  found,  were  was  of  little  or  no  account,  and  the 
quite  delusive.  I  naturally  supposed  Money  Branch  of  not  much  more ; 
at  first  that,  as  Paymaster- General,  I  both  had  been  swallowed  up  in  the 
should  have  to  pay  everything,  but  omnivorous  Store  Branch,  to  which 
it  appeared  that  I  merely  had  to  do  even  the  district  paymasters  were 
with  the  pay  of  the  troops,  which  was  subordinate.  It  is  true  that  we 
» very  different  matter.  All  stores  took  our  share  in  snubbing  and 
were  paid  for  by  the  Storekeeper-  keeping  down  the  Personal  Branch, 
General,  and  likewise  all  food  and  a  duty  which  we  never  lost  an  occa- 
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sion  of  doing ;  and  even  as  regards  there  happened  to  he  a  largo  supply 
the  Stores  and  Miscellaneous  Ezpen-  in  store,  would  not  do  instead  of 
diture  we  came  upon  the  scene  at  a  twelve-inch  rifled  guns.  For  all 
later  period,  it  heing  our  function,  the  memhers  of  the  S.  G.  Branch,  as 
besides  checking  the  pay  of  the  they  used  to  be  called,  from  the  S.  G. 
troops,  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  himself  down  to  the  junior  copying- 
whole  department,  so  that  we  could  clerk,  appeared  to  consider  it  to  be 
nominally  claim  to  sit  upon  the  pro-  their  special  mission  to  make  the 
cecdings  of  the  Store  Branch ;  but  army  use  up  its  surplus  stores ;  in 
inasmuch  as  they  were  the  parties  fact  the  army,  in  their  view,  was 
who  authorised  their  own  expendi-  deemed  to  exist  mainly  for  this  ob- 
ture,  this  post-audit  was,  in  fact,  jcct,  and  they  were  constantly  on 
pretty  much  a  matter  of  form.  the  look- out  for  opportunities  to  get 
This,  however,  was  merely  a  rid  of  these  obsolete  articles.  iSie 
theoretical  distribution  of  work.  The  ten-inch  smooth-bores,  I  remember, 
heads  of  the  three  branches  were  sat  very  heavy  on  the  departmen- 
supposed  to  deal  with  the  business  tal  stomach,  and  whenever  a  new 
arising  out  of  them  respectively,  or  ship  was  commissioned,  a  proposal 
as  much  of  it  as  the  permanent  used  to  go  down  to  Whitehall  to 
ofGcials  sent  up  to  them,  referring  try  this  novel  armament  upon  her. 
important  cases  to  the  Secretary  The  Admiralty,  however,  which  had 
of  State,  while  {he  two  Under  a  fine  contempt  for  economy,  laughed 
Sccretiiries  kept  themselves  gene-  us  to  scorn,  and  even  the  engineers, 
rally  informed  of  what  went  on.  who  were  usually  the  meekest  of 
And  if  business  would  have  only  men  and  could  be  trampled  upon  to 
divided  itself  specifically  in  this  any  extent,  were  obdurate  on  the 
fashion  into  three  heads,  the  office  subject  of  these  smooth-bores  for 
might  have  worked  away  merrily  their  fortifications, 
enough,  but  unfortunately  the  facts  Then  again  there  were  a  lot  of 
were  too  strong  for  the  organisers,  worn-out  old  Kn fields,  which  were 
You  can't  separate  men  from  things,  always  being  hawked  about  the 
least  of  all  soMiers  from  their  arms,  country.  "We  thought  we  had  got 
and  clothes,  and  food.  And  in  fact  rid  of  them  on  a  certain  militia  r^ 
not  a  question  arose,  but  the  three  gimcnt,  and  indeed  we  very  noariy 
branches  all  came  into  play.  If  it  succeeded,  but  the  lord-lieutenant 
were  a  matter  of  fortifications,  for  of  the  county,  the  Duke  of  King^ 
example,  the  military  people  first  of  ston,  who  was  a  leading  member 
all  had  to  say  what  was  wanted,  of  the  Opposition,  got  scent  of  the 
whereupon  the  Storekeeper-Ciencral  matter,  and  made  such  a  slashing 
cut  in  and  made  them  show  cause  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  as  set 
why  anything  whatever  should  be  the  whole  S.  (J.  Branch  a- trembling; 
wanteil,  or  at  any  rate  why  the  and  even  caused  Lord  Stowe  to  in- 
thing  should  not  bo  something  alto-  quire  into  the  matter.  There  was  a 
gether  different  from  what  was  said  batch  of  old  saddles,  too,  which  nTe 
to  be  wanted ;  why,  for  instance,  the  dei>artment  a  moral  indigestion, 
four  gims  should  not  be  mounted  A  committee  of  us,  Burley,  the 
on  the  left  face  of  the  south  rave-  Chief  Deputy-Storekeeper,  and  my- 
lin  of  Fort  Albert-Edward,  instead  self,  went  down  to  Woolwich  to 
of  seven  guns  on  the  right  face ;  look  at  them,  coming  back  of  coarse 
and  whether,  having  due  regard  to  much  the  wiser;  and  after  trying 
all  the  circumstinces  of  the  case,  in  vain  to  foist  them  on  to  some 
ten-inch     smooth-bores,     of    which  yeomanry  corps  in  the  north,  event- 
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oally  I  think  we  handed  them  over  partment'*  whether  any  such  were 
to  the  India  Board.  India,  indeed,  available  at  other  stations.  Accord- 
was  in  our  eyes  a  sort  of  military  ingly  *'  the  Department "  came  down 
dusthole,  into  which  could  be  shot  on  the  local  Controller  like  a  sledge- 
all  rubbish  in  the  way  of  obsolete  hammer,  calling  on  him  to  show 
arms  and  equipments,  with  this  dif-  cause  why  he  should  not  make  good 
ference,  however,  that  everything  the  cost  of  the  wheelbarrow  him- 
supplied  in  that  quarter  used  always  self,  &c.  &c. ;  and  that  zealous  but 
to  be  most  handsomely  paid  for.  incautious  official  did  not  get  out  of 
In  this  sort  of  work  the  S.  G.  the  scrape  under  three  or  four  quires 
Branch  had  the  pull  over  us.  Wo  of  foolscap,  and  I  will  be  bound  to 
had  not  the  power  of  initiation  say  will  take  good  care  never  to  buy 
which  they  possessed,  and  which  a  wheelbarrow  or  anything  else  for 
they  certainly  worked  to  advantage,  the  future  on  his  own  responsibility, 
for  the  British  soldier  could  not  But  this  case,  of  which  the  S.  G. 
live  without  food  and  clothes,  so  Branch,  from  Sir  Mordaunt  Burley 
that  the  S.  G.,  or  his  officials  in  his  downwards,  were  justly  proud,  was 
name,  could  come  down  upon  him  really  due  to  the  intelligence  of  a 
at  every  point,  making  the  unfor-  quite  subordinate  clerk,  one  Mr. 
tunate  man  show  cause  why  he  Trubbell  Soamc,  a  very  rising  young 
should  not  have  boots  served  out  official,  unequalled  at  ferreting  out 
which  he  could  not  walk  in,  why  irregularities,  and  lately  promoted 
he  should  not  go  to  Canada  in  light  to  be  Burley's  private  secretary, 
flannels,  and  take  an  extra  thick  But  on  the  other  hand  we  were  not 
greatcoat  with  him  to  India,  and  wanting  for  our  part  to  the  cause  of 
so  on  ad  infinitum.  So  with  the  economy  and  good  administration, 
cavalry  and  artillery,  there  was  If  the  Paymaster- General  came  on 
not  a  thing  that  was  wanted  or  a  the  scene  later  than  the  Storekeeper- 
thing  to  be  done  that  some  zealous  General,  he  could  be  very  effective 
official,  young  or  old,  could  not  when  he  did  come.  If  the  S.  G. 
make  the  subject  of  a  query — al-  Branch  had  the  pull  over  us  in  being 
ways  in  the  interests  of  the  public  able  to  initiate,  yet  after  they  had 
service  and  to  save  expense — and  had  their  fling  at  a  case,  they  were 
a  ouery  paper  once  set  agoing,  it  bound  to  hand  it  over  to  our  Branch, 
gatnered  matter  round  it  like  a  roll-  in  order — as  the  "Warrant  which  de- 
ing  snowball,  and  quite  a  pretty  fined  our  duties  expressed  it — "  that 
little  volume  would  often  be  made  the  matter  may  be  considered  in  its 
out  of  a  matter  about  which  less  ex-  financial  bearings.^'  And  consider 
perienced  officials  might  have  thought  it  in  its  financial  bearings  we  did, 
it  impossible  to  cover  even  a  sheet  of  and  no  mistake ;  moreover,  the  same 
foolscap.  I  remember  one  very  good  clause  gave  us  a  claim  to  cut  in  at 
illustration  of  this,  the  first  that  came  any  point,  for  there  is  hardly  any- 
under  my  notice,  where  the  Control-  thing  that  has  not  its  financial  as- 
ler  at  Drymouth  having  purchased  pect  if  you  can  only  discover  it 
a  wheelbarrow,  it  was  discovered  Accordingly,  what  between  the  S.  G. 
that  there  were  several  spare  wheel-  and  the  P.  G.  (as  in  the  slang  of  the 
barrows  in  store  at  Liffeytown.  Here  office  the  functionary  whose  post  I 
at  once  was  a  case,  for  it  was  one  of  had  the  honour  to  fill  was  styled), 
Burley's  cardinal  rules,  founded  on  the  British  army  was  capitally  looked 
obvious  grounds  of  economy,  that  no  after.  Perhaps  the  triumph  of  in- 
one  should  buy  stores  of  any  kind  genuHy  was  illustrated  bv  the  Cinque 
without  first  inquiring  of  ^^  the  De-  Port  court-martial,  which  occasioned 
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quite  an  excitement  in  the  depart-  Irishman,  and  a  splendid  sample  of 
ment  It  might  be  thought  that  a  the  eflTect  of  open  competition  on 
court-martial  if  anything  would  have  the  public  service ;  and  the  two 
been  beyond  our  line,  but  never-  branches  regarded  these  promising 
theless  we  were  able  to  bring  that  officials  as  their  respective  cham- 
famous  clause  of  the  Warrant,  *Sn  pions,  and  used,  so  to  speak,  to  pit 
order  that  the  matter  may  be  con-  them  one  against  the  other.  The 
sidered,  &c."  to  bear  with  great  wheelbarrow  case  was  very  highly 
effect;  for  not  only  did  the  pre-  thought  of  in  the  office,  and  justly 
sident  of  the  Court  purchase  a  packet  held  by  the  office  to  reflect  groftt 
of  quill- pens  at  three-and-nincpence  credit  on  the  former;  butO*V.  had 
from  a  local  stationer,  but  he  had  a  been  known  to  find  out  thirty-six 
witness  brought  up  from  a  neigh-  objections  to  a  single  contingent 
bourlng  village  by  a  one-horse  fly,  bill  for  three  pound  ten,  a  feat  ad- 
whereas  it  would  have  been  cheaper  niitted  to  be  quite  unsurpassed  in 
by  eightecnpcnce  to  send  him  round  the  annals  of  the  department 
by  rail,  via  Cockayne-on-Sea  and  St.  But  these  cases  were  comparatiTely 
Augustine.  The  first,  of  course,  simple.  It  was  not  often  that  a  case 
was  a  clear  case.  W.  0.  Gircu-  could  be  finally  disposed  of  in  one 
lar  No.  '^\*^^  prescribes  distinctly  branch,  for  stores  and  finance  ovtf- 
that  presidents  of  courts  -  martial  lap  at  every  point,  and  then  we  used 
shall  mdcnt  for  stationery  on  the  to  keep  the  ball  rolling  in  splendid 
nearest  controller.  So  we  handed  style,  sending  the  case  to  and  fro  from 
the  case  over  to  the  S.  G.  Branch,  one  side  of  the  office  to  the  other, 
when  Burlcy,  who  went  into  it  minuting  and  counter-minuting,  till 
himself,  discovered  by  means  of  re-  it  often  became  quite  a  puzzle  to 
turns  obtained  from*  twenty -sevon  know  what  it  was  all  about  Al- 
stations  in  the  United  Kingdom,  most  the  first  case  that  came  before 
that  the  average  price  of  quill-pens  me  was  one  of  this  sort.  It  appeared 
was  only  two-and-eightpcnce,  where-  that  a  battery  of  horse  -  artillety 
fore  the  purchaser  was  clearly  liable  marched  from  Aldershot  to  Wool- 
for  the  difterence.  The  other  point  wich,  with  orders  to  halt  for  the 
was  a  more  doubtful  one,  because  the  night  at  Hounslow,  and  a  supply  of 
president  argued — and  the  general  straw  and  firewood  was  sent  down 
commanding  the  district  supported  beforehand  to  that  place  accordingly 
him — that  although  the  railway  fare  in  a  waggon  from  London,  in  com* 
might  be  cheaper  than  the  fly,  still  pliance  with  the  commanding  offi- 
the  witness  would  have  had  to  stop  cer's  indent  (W.  0.  Form,  No.  *iH^)* 
eight  hours  at  each  junction,  and  So  far  well;  but  when  the  battery 
would  have  put  in  a  claim  for  refresh-  reached  Hounslow  the  encamping 
ment  expenses.  Wo  declinetl,  how-  ground  was  all  under  water  from  the 
ever,  to  recognise  indirect  claims  of  recent  heavy  rains,  and  the  com- 
this  sort;  and  when  the  president  mander  detenuined,  instead  of  pass* 
finally  lost  his  temper  in  his  reply  ing  the  night  on  the  swampy  hca^ 
to  our  thirteenth  letter  of  reference,  to  push  on  at  once  to  Woolwich, 
we  triumphantly  terminated  the  where  the  battery  arrived  by  nigh^ 
correspondence  by  handing  him  over  fall  after  a  fifty-mile  march,  and 
to  the  I'ersonal  Branch  to  be  rcpri-  was  much  applauded  by  its  com- 
manded for  disrespect.  radcs  for  the  feat  This  irregularity 
If  the  S.  O.  Branch  had  their  might  have  been  condoned,  but  un- 
Trubbcll  Soanie,  we,  for  our  part,  fortunately  the  battery  had  left  its 
could  boast  our  O^Verduit,  a  young  forage    behind,   and  a  very  pretty 
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correspondence  arose  about  it.    The  S.  G.  Branch  headed  bj  an  experi- 
Money  Branch   proposed    that  the  enced  official  like  Burley,  with  an  in- 
mrticles  should  be  placed  in  store  at  satiable  capacity  for  interfering  with 
Windsor — the    nearest  station— for  other  people's  business,  and  central- 
reissue  when  required;  but  Burlej  ising  all  authority  in  himself?    Sir 
and  his  people,  who  were  always  Mordaunt     Burley,     after     holding 
for  reducing  surplus  stores,  wanted  to  throughout  his  career  a  variety  of 
have  it  sold  by  auction ;  and  the  cor-  small  official  posts,  more  or  less  con- 
respondence  between  the  branches  nected  with  looking  after  and  giving 
might  be  going  on  still,  but  that  the  trouble  to  other  people,   had  first 
Assistant-Controller  who  was  sent  made  his   great  reputation  by  his 
down  to  Hounslow  to  report  on  the  celebrated  inauiry  into  the  colonial 
case,   brought  back  word  that  the  military    estaolishments,    when    he 
articles  were  not  forthcoming  ;   the  effected  a  great  economy  by  selling 
straw,  it  was  supposed,   had  been  off  the  guns  and  stores  to  be  found 
blown  away  in  a  gale,  while  an  old  all  over  the  world,  and  organised  a 
woman    had    been    seen    walking  fine  department,  with  a  secretary,  a 
across  the  common  with  a  bundle  registrar,  five  first  and  ten  second 
of  sticks  bearing  a  suspicious  re-  class  clerks,  to  check  any  purchases 
semblance  to  the  firewood  in  ques-  for  the  future.     It  is  true  this  depart- 
tion.      And  as  a    final  result   the  ment  collapsed  immediately  on  his 
gallant  commandant  (who  was  no  return  home,  and  people  wore  ill- 
other  than  my  friend  Cobbe  Smith)  natured  enough  to  say  that  it  <^st 
would  certainly  have  had  to  pay  for  more  than  the  stores  which  had  been 
Uie  articles  out  of  his  own  pocket,  if  sold  ;  and  Sir  Mordaunt  might  have 
1  had  not  come  to  the  rescue.     The  remained  unemployed  but  for  his 
matter  was  brought  up  for  discus-  celebrated  series  of  letters  to  the 
sion  at  our  weekly  board  meeting,  Dial^  asserting   that  at  least    five 
when    Lord    Stowe    appeared    dis-  millions  a-year  might  be  retrenched 
posed  to  support  Burley's  view  for  in  the  military  expenditure  of  the 
enforcins  the  retrenchment,  showing  country  by  proper  management     It 
that  both  in  the  Domestic  Depart-  was  quite  plain  what  that  meant ; 
ment  and  the  Pauper  Commission  and    a  man  who    could    say  this, 
they  were  always  guided  by  prece-  and  apparently  was  prepared  to  go 
dent;  but  Bracton  took  my  side,  and  on  saying  it  an  indefinite  number 
said  it  would  be  an  awkward  case  of  times,  was  evidently  not  of  a  sort 
to  defend  if  any  questions  should  be  to  be  left  out  in  the  cold ;  and  ac- 
asked  about  it  in  the  House  ;  and  cordingly  the  opportunity  had  been 
as  Burley  was  not  in    Parliament  taken  of  a  vacancy  in  our  office  to 
we  carried  our  point  put  a  stop  to  the  Dial  correspond- 
Although  my  action  in  this  case  ence,  which  threatened  to  become 
was  no  doubt  regarded  by  the  office  troublesome. 

as  evincing  a  dangerous  laxity  in  the  Against  such  a  man,  then,  who 

audit  line,  and  to  stamp  me  as  a  rash  moreover,  had  several  months*  start, 

young  man,   still  the  victory  over  an  untrained  official  was  deemed  to 

the  S.  G.'s  was  relished,  for  hither-  have  no  chance.     The  unequal  na- 

to  they  had  been  having  it  all  their  ture  of  the  struggle  was  indeed  typi- 

own  way.     In  fact,  my  branch  felt  fied  by  the  contrast  between   my 

over-matched,  and  in    consequence  empty  table,  and  the  piles  of  returns, 

despondent ;  for  what  chance  had  reports,  and  statements  I  found  on 

they,  when  serving  under  an  ignorant  Burley  s  when  I  paid  him  my  visit 

young  fellow  like  myself,  against  the  on  that  first  day.     Yes,  he  had  said 


272                            A  True  Reformer,— Part  VIL  LSept 

on  that  occasion,  it  was  indeed  a  great  Stowe  to  sanction  the  application  to 

business,  a  very  large  task,  and  a  very  the  Treasury  for  these  clerks ;  **  this 

complicated  work,  looking  as  he  spoke  plan  will  put  all  the  local  disbursers 

complacently  round  at  the  contents  on  the  qui  vive  when  they  see  how 

of  his  table,  and  the  baskets  and  closely    all    their    proceedings    are 

the  boxes,  all  stuffed  full  of  papers,  watched.    It  is  sure  to  prevent  irrmi- 

which  littered  the  floor,  much  in  the  larities,  and  lead  to  economy.     Why, 

same  way  as  a  chemical  philosopher  it  was  only  last  week  that  we  found 

might  show  off  his  laboratory  to  an  out  that  the  controller  at  Liffeytown 

admiring  but  ignorant  young  lady,  as  was  charging  three-halfpence  for  ens 

if  to  say,  "  Wonderful,  isn't  it,  that  when  they  were  being  quoted  iw 

anybody  should  understand  all  about  three-farthings  at  Brogeda.     Think 

these  things  ?    Yet  I  do,  although  I  of    the  saving  in  this  item  only  I 

won't  attempt  to  explain  them   to  Depend  upon  it,   my  lord,  if  yoa 

you  ;   they  would  be  quite  beyond  want  economy,  you  must  hold  a  firm 

your  powers  of  apprehension."  grasp  over  things,  and  let  men  feel 

Burley,  then,  was  the  man  looked  that  they  are  looked  after.      And 

up   to  by  the  office  generally,  and  you  can't  have  real  control  without 

the  difference  between  us  in  gene-  having  the  accounts  and  returns  on 

ral  estimation  was  increased  by  my  your  own  table,  to  check  with  your 

mode  of  setting  to  work.     Although  own  eyes." 

I  had  interfered  in  this  particular  It  was  in  this  view  that  he  ornn- 
case  of  Cobbe  Smith's  retrenchment,  ised  his  Movable  Store  Examma- 
my  usual  practice  was  to  avoid  tion  Branch,  to  which  every  store- 
expressing  any  opinions  on  the  keeper  in  the  army  sent  up  a  weekly 
papers  that  came  before  me,  but,  return,  and  no  one  was  allowed  to 
while  requiring  that  everything  purchase  stores  until  it  was  proved 
should  be  sent  up,  contenting  my-  that  the  articles  in  demand  could 
self  with  reading  them  carefully,  not  be  procured  from  some  other 
and  seeking  personal  explanation  on  station.  This  arrangement  led  to  a 
points  not  clear  from  the  different  lively  movement  of  dry  goods  about 
clerks,  and  finally  supporting  the  the  country,  pickaxes  flowing  from 
proposal  put  forward  in  each  case  Pigtown  to  Paymouth,  with  a  return 
for  disposing  of  it  by  attaching  my  ebb  of  barrack  chairs  and  picketing 
initials.  And  while  I  took  this  chains,  and  other  miscellaneous  ar- 
passive  part,  the  experienced  Burley  tides.  The  troops  used  to  grumhle 
was  making  phiy  at  a  tremendous  at  the  delay  in  getting  what  they 
pace,  sendinp:  out  blank  forms  broad-  wanted,  but  the  office  did  not  mind 
cast  throughout  the  army  to  be  that ;  and  when  our  branch,  now  veiy 
fllled  up,  and  calling  for  returns  mild  and  subdued,  ventured  to  hint 
right  and  Ic(^.  One  in  particular  that  the  carriage  of  these  stores  up 
was  considered  a  triumph  of  inge-  and  down  the  kingdom  must  cost 
nuity, — a  daily  return  of  the  market  something,  wo  were  told  that  there 
price  of  every  kind  of  food  and  sup-  was  nothing  so  costly  as  keeping  up 
plies  at  every  station  in  the  United  stores  that  were  not  wanted.  More- 
Kingdom.  These  were  laid  on  Bur-  over  Burley  wrote  a  minute  sug- 
ley's  table  every  morning,  and  a  gesting  that  the  duty  of  conveying 
staff  of  six  extra  clerks  was  sane-  these  stores  from  one  port  to  another 
tioned  to  overhaul  them  and  strike  might  usefully  be  placed  on  the 
an  average.  "  The  saving  will  cover  Navy,  and  proposing  that  before  any 
the  outlay  over  and  over  again,*'  of  her  Majesty's  ships  left  harbour, 
said    Burley,    when    getting    Lord  the  captain  should  inquire  of   the 
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local  controller  whether  he  had  any  Examination  Branch,  put  in  charge 

stores  to  ship  for  the  next  port     In  of    McMuddell,   an    officer  of    long 

this  way,  said  Burley,  the  cruising  standing    in  the    office,   whose    in- 

grounds  of  the   Channel   squadron  fluence  indeed  pervaded  every  part 

might  he  made  to  conform  to  the  of  it,  and  seven  clerks  for  the  addi- 

interests   of  the  puhlic  service,  and  tional  correspondence  arising  out  of 

an  important  reform  effected  with-  Burley  generally,   the  S.   Gs.,  who 

out  any  charge  to  the  State.     How-  got  the  lion^s  share  of  these  good 

ever,   the  Admiralty  sent  us  hack  things,  had  a  fine  time  of  it ;  while 

such  a  letter  that  he  did  not  press  my   hranch,   which  heretofore  had 

the  point  justly    prided    itself    on    receiving 

Meanwhile  Burley  was  rather  a  more  letters   than  any  other — that 

popular  fellow  in  the  office,  for  all  is,  if  you  counted  pay-sheets  and 

this  work   set  a  lot  of  promotion  muster-rolls  among  the  letters — ^was 

going.    What  with  this  new  Daily  now  left  altogether  hehind  in   the 

Price   Current    Suh-Branch    of    six  race,  and  felt,  as  I  have  said,    pro- 

clerks,  with  young  Meddell  (a  fellow  portionally    depressed,    having    evi- 

of  infinite  persistence)  at  the  head  dently  no  confidence    in    me,    but 

,bf  it  on  a  step  of  acting  rank :  four  looking  to  Burley  as  the  real  head 

clerks  extra  for  the  Movable  Store  of  affairs. 


CHAPTER   XXIX. — DOMESTIC. 

Meanwhile,  this  close  attention  racket  To  be  sure  one  had  not  to 
to  official  duty,  however  inadequate  say  very  much  in  the  House,  but 
Uie  result,  involved  a  considerable  it  was  necessary  to  be  there  a  great 
ohange  in  the  mode  of  home-life,  deal,  especially  for  divisions,  and  at 
Hitherto  my  Parliamentary  engage-  any  rate  it  was  impossible  to  go 
ments  had  not  interfered  with  this,  down  to  the  War  Office  of  a  morn- 
and  our  time  had  been  passed  much  ing  fresh  for  business  if  you  had 
in  the  same  way  as  that  of  all  the  been  up  all  the  night  standing 
other  idle  people  in  London.  A  about  in  stuffy  drawing- rooms.  So 
young  couple  with  enough  to  live  on,  wo  withdrew  to  a  certain  extent 
especially  if  the  wife  is  lady-like  and  from  the  gay  world,  my  little  wife  be- 
pretty,  and  the  husband  a  gentle-  ing  indeed  more  in  need  of  rest  than 
man  and  an  M.P.,  may  soon  have  I  was.  The  morning  ride  could  still 
pretty  much  their  choice  of  society,  be  generally  managed,  or,  if  I  was 
and  as  the  season  advanced  we  kept  away,  Tom  Strickland  and  one 
found  ourselves  floating  on  the  tide  of  his  sisters  would  generally  call 
of  fashionable  dissipation,  the  days  to  escort  Eva  and  Sybil — for  the 
mnd  nights  consumed  in  the  stereo-  latter  had  now  joined  us ;  while  the 
typed  occupations  which  do  duty  for  necessity  for  making  contingent  ap- 
amusemcnt,  the  mornings  in  trying  pointments  for  meeting  each  other, 
to  overtake  the  nighf  s  sleep  lost ;  a  whenever  the  ladies  set  off*  to  go  any- 
sort  of  life  fascinatmg  enougn  at  first,  where  alone,  added  a  zest  to  the 
but  unspeakably  tedious  as  it  went  business  of  life. 
on.  I  confess,  therefore,  it  was  with  Another  change  made  was  that 
a  great  sense  of  relief  that  I  could  Eva  should  now  take  over  the  house- 
now  plead  official  engagements  as  keeping,  for  so  far  the  transfer  of 
an  excuse  for  withdrawing  from  the  functions  contemplated  at  the  begin- 
Taried  monotony  of  this  perpetual  ning  of  the  season  had  not   been 
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carried  out     T  ought,  no  doubt,  to  "  And  a  very  business-like  arrange- 

have  looked  after  the  matter  more  ment  it  certainly  is ;  but  my  dear 

closely,   and  helped  my  little  wife  Eva,   these    receipts  won  t    explain 

in  her  first   efforts,   but   somehow  the  overdrawing  of  the  Leatherby 

the  time  passed  so  quickly  in  en-  account;    my  balance    at  Qemell^ 

gagements,    real    or   fancied,    that  was  about  three  times  as  much  as 

things  had  been  allowed  to  take  care  these  come  to.     Are  you  sure  you 

of  themselves ;    and  attention  was  took  receipts  for  all  the  bills  you 

first  called  to  the  state  of  the  case  have  paid  f^ 

by  a  letter  from  St  Leger  &  Gem-  Eva   thought  she    had,   but  was 

ell,  the  Leatherby  bankers^   appris-  not  quite  clear  on  the  subject^  so 

ing  me  that  my  account  with  them  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  but  to 

was  considerably  overdrawn.  Where-  await  the  banker's  account  showing 

upon  I  asked  Eva  for  her  cheque-  to    whom    the    cheques    had    been 

book,  which,  however,  did  not  throw  paid.     The  account,  however,  when 

much  light  on  the  matter,  inasmuch  it  came    two    days    later,   did    not 

as  she  had  not  filled  up  the  counter-  throw  much  light  on   the  subject^ 

foils.  for  all  the  cheques  were  charged  as 

^*  My  dear  Eva,  what  is  the  use  paid  to  bearer,  and  so  there   was 

of  keeping  the  cheque-book  in  this  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  get  Eva 

way  ?    Here  is  ever  so  much  money  to    guess  out  the  items  from  the 

paid  away,  and  no  means  of  telling  amounts.      Unfortunately  mere  in- 

who  it  has  gone  to  !'*  spcction   of  these  figures    did    not 

Eva  looked  very  sad  over  it     "  I  throw  much  light  on  the  subjcct|  for 

am  very  sorry,"  she  said,  *^but  I  did  they  were  almost  all  for  round  sums, 

not  understand  about  this  filling  up  mostly  twenty  pounds, 

the — this  bit  of  paper  that  remains  ^^1    confess    I    can't   understand 

after  you   tear  off  the  cheque.      I  this     account,     Eva:     surely     the 

thought   it  would    not    matter,    so  butcher's    and    baker's    bills    can^t 

long  as  tlie    money  was    properly  amount  to  exactly  twenty  pounds 

paid;    besides  the    people    seemed  every  month.     There  must  be  some 

quite  satisfied."  mistake  here.     Come,  Eva,  look  at 

"My  dear  Eva,  you  must  have  this  account,  and  try  and  recollect 
seen  mo  making  out  cheques  by  the  what  it  is  all  about" 
dozen,  and  might  have  learned  by  Eva  looked  puzzled,  and  re- 
this  time  how  it  was  done.  How-  mained  silent  for  some  time,  poring 
ever,  I  suppose  you  have  got  the  over  the  account;  at  last  she  bright- 
receipts  for  all  the  payments,  so  we  ened  up. 

shall  be  able  to  find  out  in  that  way  "  Of  course !  now  I  recollect  all 

what  has  become  of  the  money."  about    it      1     didn*t     give    tiiese 

"  I  tliink  I  have,  at  any  rate  for  cheques  to  the  butcher  or  the  baker, 

most  of    them,"    Eva   replied,   and  or  these  people.      I   gave  them   to 

going    to    the    writing-table,     she  cook,    and  she  paid   them.     That's 

turned    out    the    contents    of    the  what  it  was." 

drawer ;     notes,     invitations,     pro-  "  I  think  it  would  perhaps  hare 

grammes  of  dances,   a  good  many  been  better  if  you  had  paid  them 

bills,    and    a    few  tradesmen's    re-  yourself  direct.     However,  provided 

ccipts.      "Here    is     everything     I  they   get  their  money  all  right  it 

have  got,"  she  said ;  "  I  always  put  does  not   much  matter.     But  how 

everything  about  business  into  this  about    the    receipts  ?     Hasn't    the 

drawer,  so  that  I  can  find  it  again  cook  made  them  over  to  you  ?" 

if  I  want  it"  "  I  don't  think  the  tradespeople 
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send  in  accounts  on  pieces  of  paper,  cated  transactions  ?    are    all    these 

They  send  in  books.     That  is  quite  balances  carried  forward  and  brought 

the    r^ular    plan,   I    know  ;    Mrs.  on,  and  all  these  mysterious  items 

Herries    used   to  have  her    trades-  for  brandy,  and  pudding-cloths,  and 

men^s  books — little  dirty  red  books  so  forth  ?" 

— and  so  has  Mrs.  Lowder."     And  "She  does  not  keep  an  account 

as  this  coincidence  struck  her,  Eva  exactly,  but  she  tells  me  all  about  it 

looked  quite  happy.  when  she  comes  for  orders ;  I  can't 

"You  are   quite  right,   my  love,  say  I  can  follow  her  a  bit,  she  counts 

only  see    that  they   sign  for  pay-  so  fast :  but  I  try  to  look  wise  as  if 

ments  in  their  books,  just  as  other  I  understood  her,  and  I  suppose  it 

people  do  on  their  bills.     But,  after  is  all  right*' 

all,   this  does  not  explain  why  the  I  sent  for  the  cook  and  asked  to 

money    should    have    been    all    in  see  the  tradesmen's  books,  which,  of 

round    numbers.      We    can't    have  course,  were  not  then  available,  but 

eaten  exactly  twenty  pounds'  worth  would  be  sent  for.     About  her  own 

of    meat  every  month,    or  exactly  accounts  it  seemed  useless  to  speak, 

the  same  value  in  groceries."  as  nothing  could  be  inferred  about 

"  Why  no,  of  course  not  But,  them  in  the  absence  of  the  others, 
don't  you  see,  I  gave  cook  these  As  I  walked  thoughtfully  up  and 
cheques,  and  she  paid  the  different  down  the  room,  while  Eva  sat  fur- 
people."  tively  watching  me,  I  doubt  not  she 

"And  put  the  difference  in  her  fancied  I  was  silently  blaming  her. 

pocket  ?"                        ^  In  truth  I  blamed  myself  a  great  deal 

"No,  Charlie  ;    how  absurd  you  more  for  so  inconsiderately  placing 

are  I     She  wanted  money  to  pay  for  this  burden  of  housekeeping  upon 

the  things  she  got    herself.      You  her,  without  giving  any  help  or  ad- 

canH  get  everything  from  the  gro-  vice,  or  watching  its  progress  as  time 

cer's,  you  know."  went  on.     But  I  had  always  been 

"  What  things  ?"  busy  in  a  certain  way,  so  far  that 

"  Oh,  really  I  can't  remember  at  every  hour  brought  engagements  or 
this  moment ;  but  she  mentions  a  occupation  of  some  sort,  and  as  no- 
number  of  things  she  wants  when  thing  had  happened  to  call  for  notice, 
she  comes  for  orders — dusters,  and  things  had  been  allowed  to  take 
pudding-cloths,  and  brandy  for  the  their  course.  And  thus  already  our 
puddings,  and  all  sorts  of  things."  housekeeping  had  got  into  a  mess, 

"But,  even  taking  in  this  mis-  and  the  fault  was  mine,  for  I  might 
cellaneous  account  of  the  cook's,  I  have  known  exactly  what  would 
still  don't  see  why  our  expenditure  happen  if  it  were  left  to  my  guile- 
should  come  out  exactly  at  these  less  little  wife's  unaided  inexperi- 
round  sums."'  ence. 

"  Oh,    how    tiresome    you    are.  But  clearly  we  must  turn  over  a 

Charlie  !     Of   course   I  don't  mean  new  leaf,  for  things  could  not  go  on 

that.     But  cook  says  her  account  for  ever  in  this  way.     And  prudence 

comes   to   so  much,   and    that  she  whispered  the  wisest  course.  Beauty, 

wants  some  money  to  go  on  with,  so  and  grace,  and  amiability  would  not 

I  give  her  a  cheque,  and  she  keeps  alone  suffice  for  a  perfect  household, 

anything    there    is    over    till    next  If    we  are  to  have  a  well-ordered 

time.'*  home,  my  Uttle  wife  must  take  her 

"  Well,  but  does  she  furnish  you  share    of    the    family    duties,    and 

with  an  account  of   these  compli-  learn  the  ways  of  ordinary  prudent. 

VOL.    CXII. — NO.    DCLXXXIII.  T 
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housekeeping.  So  young  as  she  duty  evaded — of  her  scheme  of  life 
is,  so  easily  moulded  her  pliant  hcing  incomplete.  But  if  I  was  weak 
disposition,  these  habits  should  not  enough  to  take  the  way  that  promisei 
be  diflicult  to  acquire.  Clearly,  then,  most  present  ease,  what  more  nat- 
the  proper  course  is  to  help  her  in  ural  than  that  she  should  wish  to 
this  matter,  till  she  can  run  alone ;  follow  it  ?  Yet  as  I  walked  down 
to  do  things  for  her  till  she  can  do  to  the  ofBce  1  was  oppressed  with 
them  for  herself.  This  is  what  I  a  conscious  feeling  that  we  had 
ought  to  have  done  during  the  taken  another  step  towards  two  se- 
winter  at  Leatherby,  instead  of  tak-  parate  paths  in  life,  while  in  the 
ing  all  the  work  myself  to  save  Eva  due  avoidance  which  henceforth 
trouble,  putting  oif  the  evil  day.  occurred  of  all  talk  about  house- 
However,  there  ought  to  be  no  more  hold  business  might  be  traced  the 
procrasiinution.  It  would  be  a  ter-  origin  of  that  feeling  of  reserve  on 
rible  nuisance,  no  doubt,  especially  her  part  which  now  and  again  began 
just  now  when  I  was  just  putting  to  manifest  itself, 
on  official  harness,  but  the  trouble  Needs  not  be  said  that  the  new 
would  lessen  daily  as  Eva  came  to  scheme  really  came  to  nought  A 
understand  these  things,  and  there  busy  official,  who  tries  to  combine 
was  no  reason  why  in  a  year  or  two  a  life  of  work  with  one  of  pleasure, 
she  should  not  be  able  to  manage  with  all  its  engagements  and  dis- 
just  as  well  as  otlier  housekeepers.  tractions,  every  hour  engaged  in 
Such  were  the  promptings  of  pru-  some  way  or  other,  never  does  find 
dence  while  I  paced  the  room  after  time  to  look  after  liis  private  busi- 
the  cook's  retreat  to  the  lower  re-  ness,  much  less  his  wife's  ;  and 
gions.  liut  the  prospect  of  spending  beyond  drawing  cheques  when  Era 
an  hour  a-day  over  small  house-  came  with  bills,  and  occasionally 
keeping  details  seemed  unutterably  looking  at  my  banker's  book,  the 
dismal,  while  pseudo  -  conscience  squaring  of  accounts,  including  those 
whispered  a  caution  against  giving  of  the  cook,  was  indefinitely  de- 
up  so  much  time  to  petty  private  ferred  ;  how  many  bills  remained 
business.  Better  do  one  thing  pro-  unpaid  I  did  not  inquire, 
perly  than  attempt  perfection  all  Eventually  the  cook's  case  was 
round.  The  office  needed  all  my  disposed  of  in  another  way.  It  was 
time,  if  business  there  was  ever  on  the  occasion  of  an  eventful  dinner- 
to  be  mastered.  What  are  a  few  party.  Our  little  dinner-parties, 
pounds  saved  in  small  household  eco-  indeed,  were  not  uniformly  success- 
nomics  if  saved  at  a  sacrifice  of  the  ful,  for,  owing  perha])s  to  my  own 
great  work  in  hand  ?  This  specious  irregularity  of  hours  induced  by 
reasoning  prevailed,  and  the  upshot  Parliamenlary  life,  the  household 
was  an  arrangement  come  to  that  Eva  had  already  got  somehow  out  of 
should  not  be  bothered  with  accounts  gear,  and  dinner  could  .seldom  be 
at  all,  but  should  bring  all  her  bills  to  depended  upon  within  an  hour  of 
me  and  I  would  discharge  them.  But  the  appointed  time;  while  Eva,  on 
neither  of  us  was  really  satisfied  at  my  remonstrating,  said  c<K)k  looked 
heart  with  the  plan.  I  knew  that  I  at  her  so  strangely  she  was  afraid  to 
was  thus  encouraging  my  little  wife's  go  down  to  the  kitchen  and  find  fault. 
besetting  infirmity,  and  that  we  were  I,  too,  felt  ashamed  to  make  a  fuss, 
making  a  false  step  at  the  threshold  being  so  often  unpunctual  myself  ; 
of  our  married  life.  She  too  had,  besides,  it  would  be  inexcusable  to 
in  more  or  kss  dim  sort,  a  sense  of  be  out  of  temper  when  both  Sybil 
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and  Eva  were  ready  to  sit  with  im-  seeing  them  by  instalments,  but  that 
perturbable  patience  in  the  draw-  there  had  evidently  been  a  mistake 
ing-room,  divinely  dressed,  for  any  in  the  date  of  the  invitations,  the 
length  of  time,  as  if  dinner  were  a  explanation  was  received  very  good- 
matter  of  supreme  indifference ;  ready  himtiouredly  by  everybody  except 
indeed,  if  it  was  an  opera  nighty  to  old  Lady  Grampus,  who  evi- 
start  off  when  the  carriage  came  dently  considered  that  an  affront 
round  without  waiting  for  dinner  at  had  been  put  upon  her,  and  was 
all.  If  these  two  fragile  creatures  disposed  to  sniff  throughout  the 
could  do  without  food,  it  would  be  evening,  more  especially  when  she 
disgraceful  in  me,  a  strong  man  and  learnt  what  was  the  nature  of  Mr. 
a  soldier,  to  be  put  out  by  such  a  Herries'  profession,  for  he  and  his 
trifling  matter ;  and  except  that  oc-  wife  were  among  those  who  came  on 
casionally  a  dish  or  two  ordered  did  the  vnrong  day.  At  the  other  end 
not  make  its  appearance  at  all,  being  of  the  table  they  appeared  to  get  on 
reported  to  be  spoiled,  the  cook,  wonderfully  well  under  the  circum- 
when  she  did  send  the  dinner  up,  stances,  owing  probably  to  the  pre- 
generally  sent  it  up  well.  sence  of  Tom  Strickland,  who  was 
One  rather  absurd  incident  oc-  a  capital  talker,  although  Eva  was 
curred  about  this  time.  It  had  been  dimly  couFcious  that  something  had 
arranged  that  we  should  give  two  gone  wrong.  When  we  came  to  dis- 
small  dinner-parties  each  of  eight  cuss  the  matter  later  in  the  evening, 
persons  on  succeeding  days.  Coming  after  every  one  had  left,  Eva  was 
home  rather  late  on  the  first  evening,  sure  that  she  had  named  the  right 
I  hurried  up-stairs  to  dress,  and  was  days.  At  any  rate,  I  had  not  the 
descending  to  the  drawing  -  room  heart  to  scold  her. 
when  the  servant  stopped  me  on  The  other  misadventure,  which 
the  landing  to  say  that  there  were  led  to  the  cook's  retirement  above 
fifteen  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  the  referred  to,  was  a  more  serious  one. 
drawing-room,  including  Miss  Bar-  There  was  again  a  small  party  im- 
toD.  Well,  why  should  there  not  pending,  when  coming  home  a  few 
be  ?  I  asked,  forgetting  for  the  mo-  minutes  before  the  dinner-hour  I  was 
ment  the  details  of  the  programme,  kept  waiting  some  time  at  the  door, 
Because  (if  I  pleased)  mistress  had  neither  knocker  or  bell  producing 
ordered  the  table  to  be  laid  for  eight,  any  response,  till  bethinking  me 
and  everything  had  been  got  r^Ay  that  I  had  the  latch-key  in  my 
accordingly.  Then  what  had  hap-  pocket  I  let  myself  in.  Eva  was  in 
pened  became  clear.  However,  under  the  drawing-room  looking  excited 
the  circumstances,  there  was  nothing  and  anxious.  "  Oh,  Charlie !"  she 
to  be  done  but  to  tell  the  man  to  cried,  "  I  am  so  glad  you  have  come 
lengthen  the  table  as  quickly  as  pos-  back — cook's  in  a  fit.  She  looked 
sible,  and  entering  the  drawing-  very  strange  in  the  afternoon  when 
room  to  endeavour  to  amuse  the  I  went  into  the  kitchen,  and  didn't 
company  till  dinner  was  announced,  seem  to  understand  what  was  said 
which  event  happened  about  fifty  to  her,  and  just  now  Annette  came 
minutes  after  the  proper  time.  The  running  up  to  say  that  she  had^ 
bill  of  fare  proved  of  course  some-  fallen  down  in  a  fit.  Poor  thing,  it 
what  inadequate,  and  the  attend-  seems  so  dreadful !  whatever  is  to 
ance  also;  but  when  I  explained  to  be  done?" 

those  near  me  that,  in  fact,  we  had        Such  was  the  account  delivered 

expected  to  have  the    pleasure  of  in  broken  accents  as  we  descended 
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to  the  lower  regions,  Barrett  the  gain.  The  widow  w^as  sufficiently 
man,  it  was  explained,  having  gone  composed  to  be  guided,  with  Bar- 
to  fetch  a  doctor.  rett*s  help  when  he  returned  with 
The  scene  in  the  kitchen  was  cer-  the  doctor  (whose  aid  we  did  not  re- 
tain ly  enough  to  alarm  a  young  quire)  to  the  door,  whence  hayins 
housekeeper,  especially  on  the  eve  been  assisted  down  the  steps,  stifl 
of  a  dinner-party.  The  table  was  smiling  fixedly,  wo  left  her  to  pur- 
covered  with  the  litter  incidental  to  sue  her  way  homeward,  an  operation 
the  occasion :  on  one  side  stood  the  which  she  effected  slowly  by  means 
respectable  widow  who  had  been  en-  of  the  area -railings,  although  appar- 
gaged  temporarily  during  a  vacancy  ently  much  embarrassed  by  the  fre- 
in  the  scullery  department^  holding  quent  gaps  in  their  friendly  support, 
on  to  a  chair  and  staring  us  gravely  The  worthy  soul  in  the  excitement 
in  the  face ;  on  the  other  was  An-  of  parting  forgot  her  little  basketi 
nctte  gazing  horror-stricken  at  the  which  we  afterwards  found  in  a  cor- 
stout  figure  of  the  cook,  who  lay  re-  ner  covered  with  a  rusty  black  apron, 
cumbent  as  regards  her  legs  and  containing  selected  samples  of  the 
bod}',  her  head  and  shoulders  sup-  bill  of  fare  for  the  day  in  the  form 
ported  by  the  dresser,  breathing  of  salmon,  lamb-cutlets,  fruit  and 
stcrtorously,  the  silence  broken  only  vegetables,  with  a  packet  of  tea  and 
by  the  click  of  the  jack,  which  bore  about  a  pound  of  butter  thrown  in 
:i  saddle  of  mutton  pursuing  its  me-  by  way  of  make-weight  The  cook 
chanical  rotation  in  neglect  before  was  not  so  easily  disposed  of,  but 
the  fire.  Barrett  and  I  dragged  her  into  the 

The  nature  of  the  situation  was  scullery,  where  she  was  left  to  pur- 
of  course  readily  apprehended,  even  sue  her  slumbers  in  peace.  I  could 
without  the  clue  afforded  by  the  not  help  thinking  at  the  time  that 
spirituous  vapour  which  pervaded  if  old  Burley  had  chanced  to  see  me 
the  place.  The  widow  lady,  indeed,  thus  engaged,  he  would  have  con- 
when  a])pcaled  to,  declined  to  afford  sidered  it  a  moral  triumph  ever 
explanation.  Her  mouth  opened  afterwards,  and  that  1  should  not 
several  times,  as  if  about  to  give  like  to  have  been  discovered  cveil 
utterance,  but  apparently  she  thought  b}'  little  Koundhand,  my  private 
hotter  of  it^  and  continued  to  regard  secretary,  who  was  coming  to 
us  with  a  smiling  stare,  looking  like  dinner.  Meanwhile  it  was  too 
a  seedy  waxwork  figure,  and  hold-  late  to  send  notice  to  our  guests, 
ing  on  steadily  b}"^  the  chair.  The  and  all  that  could  be  done  was  for 
('X>ok  was  past  explanation.  On  Barrett  to  tell  the  coachman  as  each 
heinj?  shaken  she  opened  her  eyes,  carriage  drove  up,  that  the  partv 
but  speedily  relapsed  into  slumber.       w^as   unavoidably    put    off   througn 

''  \o  doubt  about  it,^'  I  remarked,  sudden  sickness  in  the  household  ; 
rising  from  the  kneeling  position  in  while  Eva,  by  writing  by  that  night*a 
which  I  had  conducted  my  diag-  post  to  each  guest  to  say  the  sick  per- 
nosis  of  the  case.  ^*  The  woman^s  son  was  the  cook,  anticipated  the  fire 
dead "  of  anxious  inquiries  next  morning. 

''  Dead  !*'  cried  Eva.  Let  me  conclude    this  episode  bv 

^^  Dead  drunk,  I  was  going  to  adding  that  the  cook  took  herself 
.iay,  my  dear,  if  you  had  allowed  me  off  next  morning  before  anybody 
to  finish  my  sentence.'^  else  was  up,  and  was  never  heard  of 

The  situation  was  sufficiently  ab-  again,  when,  as  may  be  supposed, 
:iurd,  albeit  disgusting  into  the  bar-    all  the  tradesmen  came  to  say  that 
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they  had  never  been  paid  anything,  shirked  my  duty  as  a  citizen,  paid 

and  certainly   their  books  were  in-  the  bills,  and  let  the  matter  drop, 

nocent  of  receipts.     Of  course  the  Looking  over  the  books  cursorily,  it 

delinquent  might  have  been  found  appeared  that  Eva  and  myself  must 

if  I  had  set  the  police  to  work,  and  have  consumed  on  the  average  about 

prosecuted  into  the  bargain ;  but  all  three  pounds  of  butcher's  meat  and 

this   would    have    involved  trouble  a  couple  of  quarts  of  milk  daily,  and 

and  time,  to  say  nothing  of  publicity,  that  Sybil's    appetite  was    equally 

I  did  not  fancy  the  notion  of  Eva  healthy. 

being  cross-examined  in  the  witness  Eva  was  greatly  discomposed  by 

box  upon  her  method  of  household  this  incident,  and  very  disheartened 

management,  and  after  all  it  might  and  depressed  in  spirits  about  it  for 

have  been  difficult  to  prove  the  pay-  some  days ;   but  the  real  blame  I 

ment  of  the  cheques  to  the  retir-  knew  was  mine,  for  placing  on  her 

ing  official ;   so,  like  many  another  all  at  once  a  burden  greater  than  she 

of    my    fellow-British    subjects,    I  could  bear. 


CHAPTER   XXX. — TUE   OFFICE   FINDS   SOMETUINO   TO   DO. 

Meanwhile  official  matters  went  tom  of  the  administrative  river,  leav- 
en pretty  much  as  usual.  General  ing  a  clear  stream  of  routine  to  run 
politics  became  interesting  towards  undisturbed  above.  And  Lord  Stowc 
the  end  of  the  session,  it  being  a  was  quite  the  man  for  the  occasion. 
nice  question,  and  hotly  debated  in  He  made  indeed  a  speech  in  the 
the  press  and  the  clubs  and  over  Lon-  House  of  Lords  in  regular  bow-wow 
don  dinner-tables,  whether  we  (the  style,  about  the  great  importance  of 
Government)  should  pull  through  the  department  committed  to  his 
the  session.  The  general  impres-  care,  and  the  anxious  consideration 
sion  seemed  to  be  that  we  should  he  was  giving  to  the  subject  of 
not,  or  that  if  we  did  our  longer  the  best  mode  of  following  out  the 
stay  of  office  would  be  due  to  Uio  path  of  army  reform  entered  upon 
forbearance  of  the  Opposition,  or,  by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Thorowcome, 
to  speak  more  strictly,  to  their  in-  the  loss  of  whose  services  to  the 
difference  or  disinclination  to  sue-  country  at  this  juncture  could 
ceed  us,  the  fact  being  that  par-  hardly  be  over  estimated ;  how,  final- 
ties  and  opinions  had  now  got  ly,  he  must  claim  the  indulgence 
mixed  up  together  in  miscellaneous  of  their  lordships  and  the  country 
fashion,  and  that  the  Opposition  had  during  the  time  necessary  for  mak- 
no  specific  principle  on  hand  on  ing  himself  thoroughly  familiar  with 
which  to  build  up  a  definite  plat-  the  various  details  of  this  great 
form.  But  things  being  in  this  branch  of  the  Administration.  Lis- 
state  the  time  was  not  very  propiti-  tening  to  this  speech,  I  thought 
ous  for  raising  any  great  army  ques-  that  the  looked-for  opportunity  was 
tions.  The  policy  of  the  Govern-  about  to  come  at  last  Here  were 
ment  was  clearly  to  avoid  big  sub-  the  hour  and  the  man.  I  should 
jects  which  the  Opposition  might  now  have  my  coveted  chance  of 
take  hold  of,  and  so  the  various  pulling  the  administrative  wires, 
muddy  elements  which  had  been  But  looking  at  Bracton,  who  was 
stirred  up  during  previous  sessions  sitting  beside  me  on  the  steps  of 
were  now  allowed  to  sink  to  the  bot-  the  wrone,  I  noticed  that  this  ex- 


280  A  True  Be/ormer.'-Fart  TIL  [Sept. 

pcricnced  official  was  smiling  sarcas-  whether  or  not  they  should  be 
tically  with  his  tongue  in  his  cheek,  selected  for  commands,  we  in  Pall 
while  an  expression  escaped  him  Mall  were  hard  at  work,  reportiog, 
in  undertone  which  sounded  very  minuting,  telegraphing,  estimating, 
much  like  "darned  old  humbug,  doing  everybody  else's  work  in 
And  I  confess  that  my  heart  sank  fact,  and  our  own  a  great  many 
within  me  when  our  chief,  in  reply  times  over.  Burley  especially  was 
to  the  question  of  a  noble  lord  on  in  his  clement  Having  learnt  that 
Opposition  benches,  said  that  the  the  Quartermaster-General's  office 
Government,  in  consideration  of  the  had  sent  down  some  staff  officers  to 
great  expense  attending  them,  esti-  survey  the  ground,  Burley  there- 
mated  by  that  distinguished  official,  upon  despatched  a  full  Oontrollw 
Sir  Mordaunt  Burley,  td  amount  to  and  three  assistants  to  the  scene  of 
£57,666,  14s.  8d.,  and  considering  action  to  report  on  the  resources  of 
also  that  great  experience  had  al-  the  district,  and  the  best  mode  of 
ready  been  acquired  by  the  troops  procuring  supplies ;  and  when  the 
from  the  outlay  on  previous  occa-  simple  people  of  those  remote  parts 
sions,  did  not  propose  to  carry  out  saw  this  second  body  of  officers  ca- 
any  autumnal  manoeuvres  during  recring  in  handsome  uniforms  over 
the  present  year.  the  country,  they  were  quite  puzzled 

This    was    the    first    intimation  to  know  which  of  the  two  were  tfao 

we  understrappers  had  been  given  "real  soldiers,"  being  finally  disposed, 

on   the    subject,   although    Bracton  however,   to  give  the  preference  to 

whispered  to  me  that  he  had  guessed  the  controllers,  who  came  out  mudi 

as  much.     But  the  Government  in  the  stronger  of  the  two  in  the  wmy 

throwing  out  this  sop  to  the  econ-  of  caparisoned  chargers  and    serr- 

omists,  miscalculated  the  extent  of  ants.     Next  came  the  question  how 

public  feeling  on  the  subject.     In-  the  supplies  were  to  be  furnished, 

terest    in    army    affairs    generally  Some  one  in  the  office  ventured  to 

might  have  died  away,  but  people  suggest  that  it  might  not  be  a  bad 

had  got  to  look  on  autumnal  man-  plan  to  allow  the  local  staff  to  pur- 

oeuvrcs  .as  an  institution,  and  such  chase  the  required  supplies  on  the 

an  outcry  was  raised  by  the  press  spot       Yewcestershire      contained 

of    both    parties,    the  Dial    taking  over  half  a  million  of  people,  so  that 

the    lead,   that   Bracton  very  soon  although  Arrowdown  was  a  rather 

received    instructions    to    announce  wild    spot   there  ought  not  to    be 

in  the  Commons  that  it  was  deter-  much  difficulty  in  feeding  the  extra 

mined  to  carry  them  out,  and  that  twenty  thousand  or  so  who  would 

the  great  open  country  of  Arrow-  be    there    on    the    occasion.      But 

down  in  Yewcestershire  had  been  Burley  was  down  at  once  sharply 

selected  for  the  scene  of  operations,  on  this  officious  person,  and  proved 

Then    began    a    scene    of    wild  to    demonstration    in  a  minute  of 

energy  in  our  establishment  in  Pall  forty-seven  paragraphs,  with  an  ap- 

Mall.     Weeks  before  the  time  ap-  pendix  of  several  pages  of  tabular 

pointed   for    the    mimic    campaign,  figures,  collected  from  his  Daily  Price 

while  the  troops  were  resting  peace-  Current    Reports,   and    to    compile 

fully  in   their  quarters,   all   uncon-  which  four  extra  clerks  had  been 

scious  of  the  interest  being  taken  on  sanctioned  for  three  weeks  at  eight- 

their  behalf,  while  all  the  generals  and-sixpence  per  diem— charge  de- 

and  staff  officers  in  the    kingdom  bited  to  vote  17  of  the  army  esti- 

still  remained  in  anxious  expectancy  mates,  "Head,  Movement  of  Troops — 


1872.J  A  True  Befarmer.—Part  VIL  281 

Subhead,  Miscellaneous ;"  he  showed  ful  scheme  laid  down  for  their  dis- 
conclusivelv,  1  say,  from  this  array  tribution.  A  large  chart  was  first 
of  facts  and  figures,  that  meat  could  prepared  (compiled  from  the  Ord- 
be  laid  down  on  the  Yewcestershire  nance  Survey,  three  intelligent  young 
uplands  by  contract  from  London  Engineer  officers  being  brought 
at  8.746  farthings  a  pound  cheaper  into  the  office  for  the  purpose),  with 
than  it  could  be  bought  at  Stamp-  all  the  railway  lines  laid  down,  and 
ton  market,  whereby  a  saving  would  little  coloured .  squares  filled  in  at 
aoorue  during  the  manoeuvres  of  the  different  junctions  through 
£1162,  89.  OTJiid.  He  might  which  the  troups  were  to  pass  on 
have  added  that  there  would  bo  a  their  way  to  the  manoeuvres,  blue 
still  further  saving  by  dispensing  representing  mutton ;  brown,  bread ; 
with  the  manoeuvres  altogether.  yellow,  com  ;  and  so  on.  The  con- 
It  was  only  natural  that  my  people  tractor  had  a  copy  of  this,  the  ori- 
— the  P.  G.  Branch — should  feel  ginal  being  kept  on  Burley's  table, 
rather  disgusted  at  being  left  out  of  The  object  of  the  chart  will  be  at 
all  the  fun,  for  we  had  neither  uni-  once  apparent  A  few  hours  before 
forms  nor  chargers  among  us,  and  the  troops  were  due  to  arrive,  say 
no  excuse  for  interfering.  Rueteen,  at  Yewcester,  the  local  control 
the  head  clerk,  suggested  that  we  officer  would  telegraph  to  the  office 
should  not  be  doing  our  duty  if  in  Pall  Mall,  the  office  would  tele- 
we  did  not  do  something  also,  and  graph  to  the  contractor,  and  the 
urged  that  this  was  a  case  clear-  contractor  would  send  off  the  sup- 
ly  contemplated  by  the  warrant —  plies  by  the  next  train,  so  that,  as 
clause  about  consideiing  the  matter  Burley  said,  rubbing  his  hands — 
from  a  financial  point  of  view,  &c. —  as  he  explained  the  nature  of  the 
and  that  wo  ought  at  least  to  send  map  to  Lord  Stowe,  who  had  lu- 
down  a  couple  of  clerks  to  watch  vited  all  the  heads  of  departments 
proceedings ;  but  the  proposal  fell  to  come  into  his  room  to  look  at  it 
through.  — "  so  that  the  troops  will  get  their 
Meanwhile  the  other  side — by  bread  hot  and  hot,  and  their  meat 
which  I  mean  the  S.  G.  Branch —  fresh  and  fresh,  and  the  depart- 
were  making  great  play.  The  con-  ment  can  thus  keep  a  real,  an 
tracts  for  the  food  and  forage  re-  active,  an  effective  control,  my  lord, 
quired  during  the  manoeuvres  were  over  this  important  branch  of  the 
all  completed,  and  a  really  bcauti-  public  expenditure." 
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CHAPTER     I. 

As  I  am  a  very  matter-of-fact  not,  I  believe,  a  sixpence  of  priyate 
man,  and  have  myself  frequently  means,  does  with  a  like  sum  most 
refused  to  accept  well  attested  anec-  creditably  support  a  sick  wife,  who 
dotes  because  they  contained  some-  has  always  a  doctor  in  pay,  fiye 
thing  of  the  marvellous,  I  shall  not  young  ones  getting  into  their  teens, 
insist  on  every  reader  feeling  as  and  his  mother  and  sister  to  booi. 
awe-struck  as  I  was  by  the  adven-  If  he  hadn't  his  mother  and  sister, 
lure  which  I  am  going  to  relate.  B.  says  he  must  have  kept  a  nurse 
Those  who  choose  may  use  proviso  for  his  wife  and  a  housekeeper,  so 
and  exception  as  to  the  character  they  don't  increase  his  expenses, 
of  the  influence  to  which  I  was  which  is  a  very  amiable  way  of  put- 
subject,  and  are  quite  welcome  to  ting  it :  indeed,  Biddulph  is  a  good, 
** explain  away"  the  puzzling  part  honest,  unpretending  fellow.  Well, 
of  the  story.  I  only  wish  that  I  these  examples,  and  some  others 
could  explain  it  away  to  my  own  hardly  less  strong,  of  what  the  sal- 
satisfaction,  for  it  makes  me  very  ary  can  accomplish,  rather  preclude 
uncomfortable  at  times ;  and,  in-  growls  from  me,  and,  as  I  said,  I 
deed,  I  am  taking  the  public  into  managed  to  get  along,  and  have  done 
my  confidence,  in  the  hope  that  some  so  for  some  years,  for  I  am  a — ^well. 


shrewd  person  may  satisfy  me  as  to  a  middle-aged  man,  though  the  thiiu|; 

everything  being  explicable  by  com-  is   open   to  dispute,  and  I  don't  af 

mon  -  sense    and    natural    agencies,  ways  call  myself  so ;  only,  as  J  wish 

But  I  do  hope  that   I   may  be  im-  to  be  scrupulously  candid  on   thia 

plicitly  trusted  as  regards  the  facts  occasion,  I  decline  to  take  the  ben- 

which  I  shall  state.     They,  at  least,  etit  of  the  doubt.     As  I  am  not  a 

have  been  carefully  recorded,  and  I  politician,    nor  much  of    a  reading 

will  answer  for  their  correctness  in  man,  have  little  taste  for  sport  (I 

every  particular.     Here  is  my  story,  don't  mind   skating  now  and   then, 

I  hold  an  appointment  in  a  pub-  or  firing  into  a  flock  of  starlings  in 

lie  office  in   London,  and,  being  a  a  hard  Christmas),  and  am  not  Tery 

bachelor,  have  hitherto  found  that  keen    or  sharp  at    whist,   or    very 

1  could  get  on  pretty  comfortably  energetic  in  any  way,  I  set  myseuT 

on    my   income ;    although    of  late  down   as    an   uninteresting    person. 

years  I  have  heard  loud  complaints  and  feel  that  I  am  greatly  indebted 

from  my  married  brothers  in  pens  to   those  who  are  my  friends,  and 

and  pounce  as  to  the  smallness  of  who  don't   object  to  my  company; 

the  pay,  and  although  I  have  felt  because  I  rather  like  being  quietly 

occasionally  that  a  more  liberal  sal-  sociable.     After  giving  this  account 

ary  would   have    been    convenient  of    myself,   I    cannot    help   asking, 

However,  I  can't,  you  know,  make  rather  by  way  of  protest  than  from 

it  appear  that  I  am  very  badly  used  hope  of  getting  an  answer  from  tiie 

when    Hatfield    manages    to    keep,  powers   appealed   to,  why  on  earth 

and  tolerably  respectably  too — pru-  such  a  humdrum   person  as  I  am 

dent,     steady    fellow,    Hatfield! — a  should    be   tormented    with    queor 

wife  and  ten  children  on  the  same  sights  and  revelations  which  I  don't 

ncome ;    and    Biddulph,    who    has  understand  and  never  desired ;  and 
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why,  when  there  are  so  many  ima-  on  the  carriage,  with  devices  of  ex- 
^ative   people  in   the  world  who  traordinary  complexity.     In  a  large 
would  revel  in  telling  such  a  story,  house  on  the  Esplanade  they  have 
all  the  trouble  of  it  should  be  im-  great  enjoyment  of  the  season  when 
posed  on   poor  me.      However,  my  the  weather  is  fine.      I  lodge  in  an- 
luck  led  me  into  the  realm  of  fancy,  other  house  two  or  three  doors  off; 
as  the  poet?  call  it,  and  this  was  how  I  would  rather  have  my  own  quarters, 
the  thing  happened.  you  know,  although  I  spend  nearly 
The  little  holiday  which  I  can  pro-  all  my  time  with  some  of  their  party 
euro  I  spend  at  the  seaside,  or  in  — the    most    with    Luscombe — but 
the  country,  according  to  the  season,  some  with  the  ladies,  and  some  even 
For  several   summers    I  have  gone  with  the  children,  whom  I  can  stand 
down   to  Scarborough  in  July,  not  very  well  when  I  know  it  isn't  for 
because  I  am    very  much  in   love  a  long   time.       My  apartments  are 
with  the  place,   but  because   Lus-  on  the  first  floor.     There  are  other 
ccHiibe  and  his  party  go  there  regu-  lodgers  in  the  house,  about  whom  I 
larly,  and  I,  having  once  met  them  should  not  think  of  troubling  my- 
there  by  accident,  now  go  there  an-  self,   only  there    is    one  who  was 
noally  to   meet   them  by  arrange-  there  last  year,  and  is  there  still,  on 
ment.      Luscombe  and   I  suit  each  the  ground-floor,   and   I    can^t  help 
other.     We  are  both  constitutionally  knowing  his  name,  for  it  is  printed 
slow  men,  while  we  both  know  well  large    on    a    slip    of    white    paper, 
the  necessity  of  attending  to  busi-  pinned  to  a  baize  door,  which  covers 
ness.     We  are  both  smokers,  and  so  the  wooden  one.     He  is  Dr.  Manass^. 
we  idle  away  our  holidays  without  I  was  destined  to  know  more  about 
'much  bodily   or  mental  effort,  and  him  than  that,  but,  for  any  curiosity 
yet  are  company  for  each  other,  and,  I  felt,  should  have  been  content  to 
I  fancy,  enjoy  our  leisure  as  much  the  end  of  my  days  with  the  infor- 
as  most  people.     I  have  once  or  twice  mation    given   on   the  door.       Mrs. 
visited  Luscombe  at  his  place  in  the  Luscombe,    her    mother,    and    the 
North   Riding  in  the  winter,  but  it  children,  with  sometimes  a  nurse  or 
is  at  Scarborough  that  I  have  seen  two,  drive  about  the  place  for  many 
most  of  him,  and  it  was  at  [Scar-  hours  every  day,  but  Luscombe  and 
borough  that  we  were  together  this  I  don't  trouble  the  carriages  much, 
summer.    The  Luscombes  come  over  We  frequent  the  walks  aftd  seats, 
in  great  force — that  is  to  say,  they  and  we  are  a  good  deal  given  to  what 
make  a  great  display  at  the  seaside,  we  call  fishing,  which  does  not  mean 
This  they  can  quite  afford  to  do,  and  much  more  than  talking  and  smok- 
therefore,  I  suppose  they  have  the  ing  in  a  boat  on  a  calm  day.      I  al- 
right     For  my  own  part  I  would  ways  suspected,  and  now  I  think  I 
n^er  do  things  more  quietly  when  am  sure,  that  but  a  very  small  por- 
I  go  out  simply  for  a  little  rest  and  tion  of  their  worldly  means  was  con- 
reuucation,    and   so   I    think  would  tributed  by  Mrs.  L.,  although  it  is 
Luscombe,  if  the  truth  were  told;  she  who  takes  the  greatest    pains 
but  he  is  a  very  indulgent  husband,  to  spend  the  money.      Luscombe* s 
and  the  stylo  they  live  in  isn't  irk-  3teady,  sensible  management  of  his 
some  to  Mrs.  Luscombe  at  any  rate,  business  it  was  that  made  them  rich. 
Every  year  they  are  a  little  grander,  He  was  not  badly  off  to  begin  as  a 
no   doubt  because  their  gains  have  manufacturer,  and  now  he  has  grown 
been  increasing.     This  summer  they  to  be  wealthy. 
have  green  and  scarlet  liveries,  and  There    was    one    subject    about 
gold  lace,  and  a  coachman  in  a  wig ;  which  Luscombe    and  I    talked    a 
there  is  also  an  awful  coat  of  arms  good  deal  this  summer,  and  I  fancy 
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it  interested  both,    because    it    af-  understand  that  on  the  whole  one 

fected   us    so    differently.       1    had  may  not  be  much  worse  off  than  at 

come  down   from   town    this    year  present;  but  so  far  as  I  can  make 

rather  gloomy  at    the  prospect  of  out^  the  rise  is  to  be  in  everything, 

everything — fuel,      food,      raiment,  and    one's    income    will    not,     six 

shelter   becoming  so    dear  as  peo-  months  hence,  suffice  for  more  than 

pie    say    they   will  be.       I   should  half  of  what  it  will  procure  at  pre- 

not,  I  confess,  have  thought  much  sent." 

about  the  matter  myself  until  it  **But  if,  while  the  expenses  are 
should  have  begun  to  press  upon  doubled,  the  income  is  trebled  or 
me,  only  I  could  not  avoid  listening  quadrupled,  then  what  does  it  mat- 
to  the  complaints  and  forebodings  ter?  Ah!  1  see,  though,  Gollina, 
of  Biddulph  and  Hatfield  and  other  I  see"  (my  name  is  Collins).  "Your 
family  men,  who  persisted  that  we  income,  or  most  of  it — your  salary, 
must  all  be  stjirved  unless  the  Go-  that  is — is  fixed,  ain't  it?  and  it 
vemiiiont  should  consider  our  case,  don't  benefit  a  bit  by  the  liTelj 
and  raise  our  pay.  They  made  such  times ;  rather  you've  got  larger  out- 
an  ado  that  I  too  became  alarmed ;  goings  all  round."  Luscombe's  re- 
and  as  all  my  friends  and  colleagues  servation  about  my  income  as  dia- 
sang  in  one  key,  I  looked  upon  it  tinct  from  salary  referred  to  a  few 
as  settled  that  evil  times  were  at  moderate  investments  which,  bj  his 
hand,  thought  there  could  be  no  help,  1  had  made  in  prosperous  oon- 
second   opinion    on    the   point,   and  cerns. 

that  all  we  had  to  do  was,  as  the  "  I     can't    see,"    replied    I,    not 

official   phrase  has  it,    to   ''  govern  choosing  to  desert  on  the  first  ob- 

ourselvcs    accordingly."      Being    a  jection    a    case    on    which    I    had 

single  man,  I  postponed  attempts  at  thought  myself  unanswerable,  **  how 

self-govemment,   but   I   went    down  it  can  be  for  anybody's  benefit  that 

to  the  sea  pretty  strong  in  discon-  the    necessaries    of    life  should  he 

tent,    and  not  unwilling  to  air  my  sold    at    an    enormous    price;  yon 

grievances,  which  I  thought  I  might  might  make  your  profits  just  as  well 

do    without    controversy,    as    they  while   everything    should    bo   on  a 

must    be     everybo<ly's    grievances,  lower  level." 

But  when  I  began  to  talk    in   that  "  No,    there    you're  wrong,"  an- 

way  to  Luscombc,  as  you  may  be  swered  Luscombe ;  **  it's  the  great 

sure  that  I  did  before  we  had  been  demand  that  assures  mo  my  profits, 

long  together,  I  was  rather  startled  because  I   can  go  on   producing  at 

by  iiis  withdrawing  his   pipe  from  high   pressure,  with   a   certainty  of 

his  mouth  less  languidly  than  usual  selling   on  almost  my   own   terms; 

and  giving  me  a  wink  as  he  said —  and  it^s  the  same  demand  that  enables 

"  l*ricet;,  my  dear  fellow !  what's  everybody  to  claim    higher   warns, 

prices  got  to   do  with   it  V      If  we  and  to  idle  great  part  of  their  tmie 

pay  good  prices  we  get  good  prices  away,  and  to  want  indulgences  that 

too.      In  at  the  bung-liole  and  out  at  they   haven't   been   accustomed    to, 

the  spigot,  eh  V  "  and  so  make  everything  dear." 

This  was  Cireek  to  me,  and  I  was  **  You  don't  mean  to  tell  mo^  Lus- 

too  puzzled  to  wink  back   at  Lus-  combe,  that  the  dearer  cvcrjrthing 

combe  or  to  share  his  satisfaction,  gets,  the  better  it  must  be  for  men 

I  only  said,  as  he  scattered  the  ashes  in  business  generally  V" 

from  his  pipe—  "  That's  about    it,    I  believe  ;   it 

"  If  you  mean  that  while  some  works    in    a    circle ;  higher  wages, 

few  things  are   to  be  dear,   many  more    demand— can't    do    without 

others  are  to  be  very  cheap,  then  I  manufactures — pay  more,  get  more ; 
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high  prices  and  plenty — thaf  s  pros-  from  that  which  I  had  heard  in  Lon- 

perity,  you  know.     By  jingo !  I  like  don  among  my  coi\fr^res^  I  was  not 

high  prices,  and  hope  they'll  lasf  surprised  to  find   that  there  were 

**  But  there  must  be  some  classes  more  than  two  opinions  on  the  pre- 

who  contribute    the   money'  which  sent  state  of  things.      I  was  dining 

makes  the  prosperity  in    business,  at    Luscombe^s    that    evening,   and 

What  is  to  happen  when  they  can  happened  to  bring  up  the  subject  of 

pay  the  heavy   prices,  or  will  pay  prices  again,  in  reference  to  a  letter 

them,  no  longer?"  which  I  received  by  the  afternoon 

**0h,  as  I  said,  it  works  in  a  cir-  post  from  poor  Hatfield. 
cle ;  we  are  all  willing  to  pay — ^all  of  "  What  do  you  think  about  the 
us  that  are  in  business.  I  don't  see  exorbitant  prices  that  are  and  are  to 
what's  to  stop  it,  unless  the  gold  be,  Mrs.  Luscombo  ?"  I  said.  "Your 
mmes  fail.  Fixed  incomes  are  a  mis-  husband  tells  mo  they  mean  pros- 
take,  certainly;  they  ought  to  rise  perity." 
with  the  times."  "  Really,  I  don't  know  about  prices 

•*  But,"     I    persisted,     "  suppose  or  prosperity  either,"  answered  Mrs. 

everything  was  getting  cheaper  in-  Luscombe.     "  1  know  that  we  must 

stead  of  getting  dearer,  and  business  have  our  comforts  and  live  becoming- 

fidliog  off;  then  fixed  incomes  would  ly ;  and  as  long  as  we  do  that  I  ask 

have  the  best  of  it,  wouldn't  they  ?"  no  questions." 

"  I  suppose  they  would,"  answered  Living  becomingly  had  been  words 

Luscombe;  **but  what's  the  use  of  with  different  meanings  to  the  Lus- 

talking  about  that  ?    The  tendency  combes   ever   since   1    had   enjoyed 

is  upward,  don't  you  see,  and  it's  their  acquaintance.     Six  years  since 

likely  to  be  so.      Business  is  so  well  they  went  out  to  ride,  as  Mrs.  L. 

understood  that  we're  in  no  danger  called  it,  in  a  hired  fly.     Now  she 

of   falling  upon  bad   times,   unless  had  servants  with  cockades  on  their 

we  should  bo  fools  enough  to  go  to  hats,   although   Luscombe,  whom  I 

war."  sifted  a  little  on  the  subject,  didn't 

**  Or  to  let  an  enemy  invade  us,  even   say   that  he    had    joined  the 

which  we  seem  likely  enough  to  do,  volunteers.     I  don't  say  this  spite- 

with  the  sort  of  rulers  we  now  have,"  fully  or  satirically  of  my  friends ;  I 

I  couldn't  help  saying.  only  want  to  show  how  indefinite  an 

"  Oh,  bosh !"  replied  Luscombe  ;  expression  "  living  becomingly"  was. 

"  I  don' t  belie vo  in  invasions.    We're  And  the  idea  that  it  was  indefinite 

on  the  right  tack  now,  you  may  de-  must  have  struck  mo  while  Mrs.  L. 

pend."  was  yet  speaking;  because,  as  soon 

This  was  all  the  comfort  I  could  as  she  ended  her  observation  by 
get  from  Luscombe.  He  rejoiced  in  saying  that  she  asked  no  questions 
the  prospect  of  high  prices,  and  saw  about  prices,  Mrs.  Belling,  her  mo- 
no end  to  them.  The  whole  thing  ther,  remarked  with  some  warmth, 
vras  a  puzzle  to  me,  and  the  more  I  and  not  in  the  most  grammatical 
thought  about   it  the   more   bewil-  language — 

deredlgot.  If  wo  had  had  a  famine,  "And  the  more  shame  to  you, 
or  a  pestilence,  one  could  have  un-  Isabella!  The  prices  is  a  shame 
derstood  it ;  but  Luscombe,  who  cer-  and  a  sin,  I'm  always  tellin'  'ee. 
tainly  seemed  to  know  what  he  was  I'd  starve  before  I'd  encourage  such 
talking  about,  said  that  plenty  and  prodigality.  Wilful  waste  will 
high  prices  made  prosperity.  If  bring  woful  want  yet;  mind  what 
there  is  plenty,  why  should  prices  1  say."  Mrs.  Belling,  who  was  de- 
be  high  ?  After  hearing  from  Lus-  rived  from  North  Devon,  pronounced 
combe  teaching  so  entirely  different  the  words  "to  you,"  as  if  they  had 
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been  spelled  each  with  four  of  the  help  it  if  the  people  charge  so  mud 

vowels  "teiou  yeiou,"  and  she  put  for  them." 

a    strong    consonant    at    the    end        ^^Must,    Isabella — mustT   echoei 

of   Isabella,    to    give    the    name   a  Ml*s.  Belling,  with   indignation;  '* 

finish.  declare    I've    no    patience.      Now 

**  I  mentioned  the  subject,"  said  look   here.       When    me  and   yon 

I,   apologetically,    ^Mn    consequence  father,  Mr.  Belling,  was  first  married 

of  a  letter  which  I  found  when  I  we  didn't  think  ourselves  commoi 

went  to  dress.     It  seemed   pitched  people,    I  assure  'ee.     Mr.  B.  wmi 

in  a  key  so  totally  dillerent  from  on  the  grand  jury  many  a  time,  wai 

Luscombe's  remarks  in  the  afternoon,  though  we  was  not  to  call  rich,  w^ 

that  I  can't  understand  a  bit  what's  could  hold  up  our  heads  with  tfai 

going  on.      My  friend  in    London  best  of  'cm.      Now,  what  I  tell  yw 

says  that  he  is  half  wild  with  the  is  true.     We  used  to  pay  fourpenod 

thought  of  how  to  reduce  his  ex-  ha'penny  and  ft 'pence  a-pound,  foi 

penses  in   the   coming  winter.       If  the    best   joints    of    meat;  a  moi 

meat  is  to  be  half-a-crown  a-pound,  servant-girl's  wages  was  from  eiz  U 

and  coals  forty  shillings  a-ton,  with  nine  pounds  a-ycar ;  old  Jane  Um 

other  things  in  proportion,  he  hardly  nurse,    you    know,    had    but  eiglii 

knows  how  his  family  is  to  be  kept  to  the   end    of  her  days,  and  8li< 

alive  at  all.     The  poor  fellow  says  reared  you  all.     Two  fine  fowls  oofi 

he    cannot    ))estow   them   all    in   a  eighteenpence,     or     two    shillingg 

smaller  house ;  but  he  must  with-  according  to  the  season  ;  cges  froD 

draw  two  or  three  of  his  children  two  to  three  dozen  for  a  Bnilling 

from  school,  give  up  the  plans  he  and  fish  so  plentiful  and  cheap  tha 

had  formed  for  putting  them  out  in  it   was    used    without    any    hmits 

the  world,  allow  meat  at  table  on  Cods   and  whitings,  and   soles  an 

only  certain   days,   and   devote  all  mullet,  why,  .there  was  no  end  \ 

his   income  to  maintaining   a  bare  'em.     Wood  and  turf  always  nuu 

existence.     1  am   quite   shocke«I  to  part  of  our  fuel ;  and  we  used  'c 

find  him  so  depressed."  altogether,  if  coals  was  extrayagai 

"Fixed  income  again,"  observed  as  they  was  sometimes." 
Luscombc  ;  **  it's  a  mistake."  "  Suppose,  ma'am,"  ventured  L 

"  Mistike  is  it  I"   answered  Mrs.  combe,  "  that  the  wood  and  turf  I 

Belling,  sharply  ;  "encouragement of  been  dear  too,  or  that  you  coulc 

ruinous  prices  is  a  misUike,  /  think,  have  got  them  nt  all." 
Would  I  pay  the  prices  they  ask  for        "  That  would  be  supposing  v 

meat,  and  for  wages,  and  for  rent,  never  was  the  case,"  said  Mrs.  ? 

and  for  coals,  and  so  on;  the  cxor-  ing.      "We  alwa3'S  could  get  ' 

bitant  wretches  ?    Would  1  encour-  but  if  we  couldn't,    I'd  have  i 

age  these  unconscionable^  demands  ?  other   shift,   rather  than   oncoi 

No,  I  should  think  not.     If  people  extortion,     /'d  have  let  'em  set 
won't  pay  the  prices   other  people        "Excuse  me,  ma'am,"  inter 

can't  get  'em.     Everybody  ought  to  Luscombe  once  more.     "  If  the 

refuse  to  pay."  or  the  minerals,  or  the  potato^ 

"1  don't  think  you   understand,  fetched  a  high  price  and   bf 

ma'am,"  put  in  Luscombe.      "  We  great  demand,  I  think  you  w< 

can't    stop    everything    just    when  have  m  nded  paying  good  wj 

money  is  so  plentiful  and  orders  so  farm-labourers  or   miners, 

brisk."  can  get  good  prices  for  whaf 

"  Oh    dear,    ma,    we    must   have  duce ;  but,  to  produce  it,  w? 

everything  proper  and  genteel,"  ob-  labour  and  coal,  for  both  o 

served  Mrs.  Luscombe.     "  Wo  can't  I  am  content  to  pay  dearly, 
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as  what  I  sell  is  dear  too,  and  brings  to  be  inevitably  gammoned,  my  boy  : 

me  in  plenty  of  profit."  salt  won't  save    you    now.      It  is 

"  Quite   ruinous   ideas   those.      I  ordained  that  I  win  this." 

wish    you   may   never  find  it  out,  "  I  don't  see  that,"  I   answered, 

Isabella.      Fd    pay   what  was  fair  and  the  game  was  never  won  nor 

and  proper ;    but  beyond  that  not  lost ;      for     while    Luscombe    was 

one  penny  should  anybody  squeeze  throwing    with     a    loud     chuckle, 

out  of  me,  i'd  see."  there  gleamed  through  the  room  a 

"  The  law  used  to  be  of  your  way  flash    of    lightning    that    wellnigh 

of  thinking,  ma'am,  once,  and  tried  blinded  us  both,  and  before  either 

to  fix  prices  for  everything,  but  it  of  us  had  time  to  say.  "What  the 

didn't  answer."  devil  was  that?"  a  splitting  peal  of 

"  Yes,  it  must  answer,  and  that  is  thunder,    so    sharp   ttiat  it   seemed 

what  the  law  ought  to  be  a-seeing  to    go  through  our    heads,   rattled 

to    now,    instead    of    passing    Acts  through   and  shook  the  apartment. 

(she  called  them  Ax)  for  a  parcel  of  So  closely  did  the  crash  follow  the 

thick-headed  electors  to  vote  in  the  Hght  that  we  must  have  been  in  the 

dark,    a    thing   which    Mr.    Belling  cloud.     Didn't   it  startle  us,   that's 

always   said  would  be  the  ruin  of  all!     We    jumped  from    our  seats 

^be  county.     But  come,  Isabella,  if  and  looked  out.      It  had  evidently 

jrou  are  going  to  take  those  children  been    raining    for    some  time,   and 

into  the  fields  this  evening  'tis  time  now  torrents  were  pouring    down. 

^^e  were  going.      I'd  let  'em  see  that  "  Where  can   those   unhappy  crea- 

tJ:iej  should  take  fair  prices  or  get  tures  be  ?"  fussed  Luscombe ;  "  they 

Tione."  were  going  into   the  fields,  as  bad 

And  the  ladies  went  off  to  their  luck  would  have  it     I  don't  sup- 

alk,      while     Luscombe     and     I  pose  they  took  note  of  the  sky,  or 

ought  we  would  have  some-  back-  made  for  shelter,  so  this- would  come 

>mmon.    The  conversation  aroused  upon  them  on  the  open  hillside.     I 

me    serious    thoughts,   which    I  must  send  out,"  and  he  rung  the 

x*«ver  had  before,  and  I  was  think-  bell. 

ing  more  or  less  about  these  strange  "  Look    here,"     I    said,    *'  when 

^Ekoney  matters  all  the  while  we  were  you've     sent     out     any     servants 

l>laying.       Luscombe      seemed      to  you   can   get  hold  of,  you  and  I'll 

^inderstand  the  condition  of  things  start  in  different  directions.     Some 

^>ost;  but  then,  could  there  be  no  of  us  must  meet  with  them.     You 

Comfort  at  all  for  poor  people  who  despatch  the  men  while  I  fetch  my 

^^^Te  fixed  annuities  ?   that  seemed  waterproofs." 

"^ery  hard.     And  wasn't  there  some  And  I  ran  to  my  own  apartments 

''^•son  in   Mrs.    Selling's  idea  that  and  got  out  my  wraps  as  quickly  as 

^il^e  law  ought  to  interfere  and  keep  possible ;    but  running   down-stairs 

Pinces  at  a  fair  level  ?    Because,  if  heedlessly  and  in  the  gloom  of  the 

^H  works  in  a  circle,  as  Luscombe  storm,  I  came  against  the  edge  of 

*^^s,  we  may  as  well  have  a  circle  Dr.  Manasse's  baize  door,  wliich  was 

^^  moderate  prices  as  of  intolerable  ajar,  and  struck  my  face  and  hand 

^Ues.  and  foot,  tripping  myself  clumsily, 

"Well,  that's  a  let  off!  why  the  and  pitching  on  to  my  shoulder  in 

^euce  didn't  you  take  me  up  then  ?  the  passage.     There  was  no  time  to 

you  might,"  exclaimed  Luscombe.  examine  damages ;  I  jumped  up  and 

"  By  Jove !  yes.     I  didn't  see  it  was  off  again  in  a  minute,  satisfied 

^  keep  puzzling  over  this  problem  that  at  any  rate  no  bone  was  broken. 

^bout  the  prices,  and  don*t  attend."  As  I  ran  back    to  Luscombe   the 

**  Then  the  prices  have  caused  you  cloud  had  made  it  as  dark  as  night, 
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and  I  was  flailed  by  hailstones  as  "You  must  let  her  quiet  for  a 

big  as  gooseberries,    which    pelted  bit  till  the  storm  abates,"  said  Mrs. 

viciously,  and  rolled  and  slid  along  Belling.       "  She^s    always    in    this 

the  pavement  after  they  fell,   and  peeky  way  when  there's  lightning: 

gathered  into  great  white  heaps  in  It's  from  her  father's  side  sho  gets 

comers  and  gutters.    Luscomboand  it    Mr.  Belling  was  not  over-strong." 

I  loaded  ourselves  with  umbrellas  "  Fve  known  many  ladies,"  said 

and  set  out  on   our  several  ways,  I,  "who  were  distressingly  affected 

both    tciTified    lest    the  wanderers  by  storms.     Old  Mrs.  Biddulph,  of 

large  and  small  should  be  exposed  whom  you  have  heard  mo  spemk, 

in  the  open  field  to  this  pitiless  tor-  would  be  down  in  the  cellar  half 

rent.      The  lightning  was  momen-  dead  during  such  a  storm  as  this, 

tarily  blinding  as  I  sped  along,  and  and  ill  for  a  week  after.     It  is  for- 

yet  before  each  flash  was  over  I  saw  tunate  for  you,  Mrs.  Belling,  that 

tlie  ground  for  yards  as  if  it  had  the  electricity  doesn't  affect  you." 

been  all  fountains,  the  heavy  streams  "  Me  I"  answered  Mrs.  B. ;  "I  had 

and  hailstones  striking  sharply  on  seven  children  to  rear,  and  I  reared 

the  gravel  and  flags,  and  then  re-  'em,  which  I  should  hardly  have  done 

bounding  and  dancing  in  all  direc-  if  Fd  put  myself  into  tantrums  about 

tions.     It  was  desperate  work  to  get  a  clap  of  thunder,  and  Mr.  BelUng 

along  at  all,  and  it  seemed  that  I  apt  to  give  way  sometimes.     Isabella 

was  an  luireasonably  long  time  in  will  come  round  after  a  little  quiet" 

reaching  the  etid  of  the  pavement  Luscombo  accepted  the  aesuranoeB 

whence  I  was  to  turn  into  the  fields,  of  his  mother-in-law,   but  I    could 

Before  leaving  the  h'ne  of  houses  I  see  that  ho  was  anxious.     As  for 

looked  round  to  listen,  hoping  that  the    sufferer   herself,    she    seemed 

some  sound  of  wheels  or  of  voices  hardly  conscious,  and  the  only  eri- 

might  reach  me,  indicating  that  our  dence  sho  gave  of  vitality  was  desiiv 

party  had  been  found.     An  awful  ing  by  signs  or  whispers  that  the 

flash  at  that  minute  lighted  up  the  warm  woollen  shawl  in  which  her 

whole  terrace,  and  I  saw  a  vehicle  mother  had  wrapped  her  should  he 

of  some  sort  at  a  door,  which  1  felt  exchanged  for  an  India  one,  to  the 

sure  must  be  Luscombe's,  and  some  great  indignation  of  her  parent,  who 

children  being  lifted  out     So  per-  exclaimed,    "Well,    I    never!      It's 

suaded   was    I    of  these  being   our  bad  enough  to  waste  money  in  such 

friends,  that  I  risked  the  loss  of  a  things,  but  to  lie  about  upon  couches 

few  minutes  in  retracing  my  steps,  in  *em  when  you're  not  altogether 

and  rejoiicd  afterwards  that  I  had  well,  and  a  warm  wrap  is  a  comfort, 

done  so,   for  they  had  come  back  is  wickedness  and  nothing  else.     I 

not  even   wet,  and  Luscombo  had  never  taught  her  such  ways,  and  I 

met  them.     Fortunately  shelter  had  don't  know  how  she  took  to  'em!" 

been  near,   and  a  boy  at  hand  to  Mrs.  Luscombo  lay  very  quiet  for 

send    for    a    carriage.      So  in  five  some  time  after  this,  and,  thinklDg 

minutes  we  were  all  again  in  our  she  had   dropped  asleep,  we  made 

usual  places,  making  remarks  on  the  but  little  noise,   and  for  the   first 

unexampled  severity  of  the  storm,  time   I   was  able  to   think  of    my 

and    wondering    what    would  have  scratched    hand    and    my    bruised 

ha])pened   if  a  fannhouse  had  not  face,   and   to  work  about  my  sore 

been  near — except  Mrs.  Luscombc,  shoulder  and  speculate  as  to  whether 

who  was  always  greatly  terrified  by  it  would    be  quite  stiff  to-morrow, 

thunder,   and   who    was  laid  on  a  But  when    the  lights  came  in   we 

sofa  in  great  tiemor,  and  only  half  saw    plainly  that  Mrs.    Luscombe, 

alive.  though  unconscious,  was  not  asleep, 
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and  we  were  all  once  more  in  action  it  is  nothing/'  he  said,  as  he  re- 
applying restoratives,  but  she  didn't  garded  Mrs.  Luscombc;  "syncope 
come  to  herself.  from  the  fright,  that  is  all !" 

"  Send  for  the  doctor,  my  good  "  Syncope  from  fright !"   echoed 

fellow,'*  I  said  to  Luscombe.  Mrs.  Belling ;  "  don't  tell  me.     I've 

"That    confounded    Mrs.    Virag  tried  her  with  burnt  feathers,  and 

lives    a    deuce   of    a  way  off,"  he  sal-volatiley,  and  rubbed  her  wrists, 

answered,  "and  I  don't  know  how  and  sprinkled  her  with  cold  water, 

anybody  can  get  to  her  through  the  without    being    able    to    bring    her 

rain.      Hadn't   we    better  send  for  to." 

somebody  else  ?    Do  you  know  of  "  You  shall  see,"  said  the  doctor ; 
any  one  nearer  ?"  and,  taking  one  of  Mrs.  L.'s  hands, 
It  had  been  the  pleasure  of  Mrs.  he  looked  at  her  intently.     He  then 
ILiUscombe    to    be    attended    by    a  made  one    or    two    gentle    upward 
female  practitioner,  Mrs.  Antipatica  passes    and    the    lady   opened    her 
Virag,  much  to  Luscombe's  annoy-  eyes.     "There  it  is,"  he  proceeded, 
ance^  and  not  at  all  to  her  own  bene-  "  it  will  be  well  now."     And  it  was 
as  I  fancy.      His  question  as  to  well ;   the  storm  cleared  away  and 
knowing  of    any  other  doctor  Mrs.   Luscombe  got  rapidly  better 
very  apropos  of  my  scratches  and    was    much    chidden    by    her 
id  bruises,  which  I  had  just  been  parent.     Luscombe,  the  doctor,  and 
contemplating.  I  went  down  to  have  some  refresh- 
*'  Know  of  any  one  nearer  ?"  said  ment  after  al]  this.     Manasse  was  a 
J»    repeating  his  words.     "  Yes,  that  pleasant,     intelligent-looking     man, 
*     do,  and  to  my  cost.      There's  a  with  a  high  forehead,  but  there  was 
doctor    in    my   house ;    he  was  at  something  strange  about  him  which 
uoiuq  since  the  storm  began,  for  I  caused  me  to  feel  an  uncomfortable 
^^v-    his  door  ajar  when  1  went  for  thrUl  sometimes  when  he  spoke.     I 
^7  'Wraps,  and  I  shouldn't  think  he  felt  the  same  when  he  addressed  me 
^*d   gone  out  since.      Shall  I  fetch  at  his  door.     Sometimes  he  looked 
hita  y»  older  and   sometimes  younger.      It 
I-«U8combe  nodded  assent,  and  in  was  a  puzzling  visage.      Our  first 
^«e  minutes  I  was  at  Dr.  Manasse' 8  conversation    was    naturally    about 
door,  where  the  doctor  himself  was  thunder  and   its  effects  ;    and    the 
standing  with  his  hat  in  his  hand  doctor,  who,  it  seemed,  hud  been  in 
M^d  his  cloak  on  as  if  going  out  every  country  in  the  world,  enter- 
He  did  not  wait  for  me  to  tell  my  tained  us  with  interesting  electrical 
cmind,  but  addressed  me  at  once  in  anecdotes  of  much  interest.     I  was 
a  rather  foreign  accent  longing    to    inquire    how    he    had 
"Aha!  you  come  at  last     I  wait  guessed    my    errand    to    him    that 
for  you.     Let  us  proceed."  evening,  but  did  not  readily  find  an 
"Pardon    me,    you    mistake.       I  opportunity,  the  conversation  flowed 
have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  know-  so  fast     At  last  the  doctor,  having 

ing  you  before  ;  but  now "  taken  us  three  *'  in  lightning,  thun- 

"No,     there     is     not    mistake,"  der,   and  in  rain"   over    the   atlas, 

answered    the    doctor;     "we    have  began    to    describe    very    minutely 

long  been  en  rapport^  you  and  I.      I  some  effects  which   occurred  when 

wait  for  you.     I  am  ready.     Let  us  the   first  Napoleon  with  his  army 

go  quickly."      And   he  walked  to-  was  in  Venice  early  in  the  revolu- 

wards    the    doorway,   from    which,  tionary  days. 

without  my  directing  him,  he  went  "How  you  must  have  read  it  all 

straight  to  Luscombe's  house,  and  up,"  said  Luscombe,  "  to  be  able  to 

up   to    the    drawing-room.      "  Ah !  tell  such  particulars  at  this  distance 
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of  time !      Access  to  military  and  long  time ;    but    somebodies    most 

philosophical  papers,  I  suppose/'  find  the  money  to  make  all  rich.  And 

"  No,  no,  I  don't  read  never,  nor  some  time  or  other  somebodies  will 

I  don't  write,"  answered  the  doctor,  refuse.      The  world  is  large ;  some- 

"  There  is  not  time,"  he  continued,  bodies  what  pay  are  in  Persia  and 

with   impressive   softness.     "  No,  I  Peru  and  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

learn  from  those  souls  with  whom  I  It  will  take  long  for  their  wills  to 

am  e?i  raj)j)orty   Another  thrill  went  come  here,  but  they  will  come." 
through  me  as,  looking  towards  me,        "  And  what  then  ?"    asked  Lus- 

ho  said,    "You  feel,   sir,   that  our  combe. 

souls  are  related.     I  learn  from  you        "  Then    the    orders   will    become 

all  what  you  know."     What  coidd  small,  and  profits  will  not  be,  and 

the  fellow  mean  ?  trade  will  have  a  shock.     It  is  well 

"If    you've    pot    correspondents  to  prepare.      Your  friend,  who  is  «» 

out  of  the  flesh,"  I  said,  trying  to  rapport  with  me,  understand." 
wink  at  Luscombe,  though  I  didn't        "I  wish  to  heaven  I  did  I"  I  an- 

feel  at  all  at  my  ease,  "I  suppose  swered;  "but  I  don't." 
there's  no  limit  as  to  time  in  your        "Well,  it  is  late,"  said  the  doctor. 

information.       You    could    tell  us,  "  I  say  adieu ;  I  go.     Let  us  walk 

probably,  of  tilings  very  ancient  in-  to  our  hotel,  and  I  shall  endeavonr 

deed — say — say — (I'm  not  very  well  to  make  clear." 
up  in  ancient  history) — say  the  Tro-        It  was  indeed  late,  and  we  both 

jan  war,  you  know."  took  leave  and  walked  to  our  Tery 

Manassu    looked    keenly   at    me,  near  apartments.      "  Come,    I   wiU 

and  this  time  it  was  a  twinge  rather  show  you  of  the  groat  prices,'*  said 

than  a  thrill  which   I  felt      "  The  Manassd,  as  he  opened  my  old  ene- 

Trojan  war,  no.     I  am  en,  rapport  my  the  baize  door,  and    bowed  me 

with  no  one  there.      I  have  found  into  his  apartments,  which  were  not 

no  soul  able  to  explain  it.     I  doubt  dark,  but  dim,  with  a  rich  mellow 

if  it  has  been.     But  the  wars  of  light,    which  became  fuller  as  one 

Joshua,  yes ;  Semiramis,  yes ;  Han-  looked  around,  so  as  to  make  CTery 

nibal,  yes.      1  can  tell  you  of  the  object    distinct      It    was    a    moAt 

famine  in  King  Ahab's  reign."  voluptuous  room  that  wo  were  in, 

"  That  must  have  been  a  terrible  the  furniture,  the  ornamenta — 
time,"  I  said,  "when  subsistence  sculptures,  pictures,  casts,  arms, 
could  hardly  be  procured  at  [all ;  rich  fabrics  of  many  nations,  coins, 
but  it  seems  we  are  going  now  to  costumes — being  remarkable,  and,  I 
have  famine  ])riccs  without  any  doubt  not,  of  the  rarest  kind.  Beau- 
scarcity.  I  wish  you  could  tell  us  tiful  flowers  stood  in  vases,  and 
what  that  menus,  for  it  puzzles  me  their  perfume  mingled  with,  or 
beyond  patience."  rather  was  perceived  by  turns  witib, 

"Yes,    I'll   tell   you;    the    world  a  fine  aromatic  scent,  which  eTerj 

has  got  suddenly  too  rich,"  answered  now  and    then   floated   across  one. 

the  doctor.    Luscombe  laughed,    lie  It  was    a    bewildering,   bewitching 

thought  his   turn  was   come    now.  sort  of  a  place ;  and  after  lookine 

The  doctor  had  laid  down  the  law  round  it    a    minute  while  we  laid 

about  thunder  and  antiquities,  but  down  our  hats  and  cloaks,  and  after 

this  was  a  business  matter,  and  my  receiving,  as  imaginative  people  saj, 

friend  gave  us  his  ideas  about  prices  the  influence  of   the  scene,  I  was 

over  again  at  some  length.  hardly  surprised  to  hear  the  doctor 

"Ah,   yes;    it  work  in  a  curcle,  clap  his  hands,   and    then    to    see 

that  is  true,"    answered    Manasse,  enter  an  elderly  man    in    Eastern 

calmly.     "  It  will  go  on  perhaps  for  costume,  and  with  a  long  beard,  to 
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whom  my  host  spoke  in  a  foreign        "Yes,   I  will  show  you  of  the 

tongue.      "  Sheik   Omar,"   said  he,  prices,"  continued  the  doctor ;  "  and 

**will   remove  our  hats  and  coats  I  shall  show  also  the  public,  for  I 

and  prepare  pipes."     The  Oriental  shall  print  ray  thoughts." 
then  carried  out  our  damp  things,        **  You  appear  to  forget,"  I  answer- 

and,  reentering,  offered  me  several  ed,  "that  you  never  read  or  write." 

mouthpieces    to    choose    from.      I,  T  thought  I  had  him  there,  but  he 

understanding  his  meaning,  selected  knew  how  to  wriggle  out  of    the 

a  beautiful   specimen,  richly  inlaid  diflSculty. 

and    sparkling    with    gems,    which        "No,  I  forget  not.     I  shall  not 

Sheik  Omar,  as  the  fellow  appeared  write  myself,   but  I  shall  publish 

to  be  called,  adapted  to  a  pipe  which  through  some  other  soul  with  which 

ended  in  a  tube  that  passed  down  1  am  en  rapport."    The  man  must 

into  the  floor.     This,  when  adjusted,  have  thought  me  an  absolute  muff, 

he  placed  on  a  gilded  rest,  close  to  I  let  him  go  on,  however,  and  the 

a  most  tempting-looking  couch.     Ho  next  thing  he  said  was — 
then  performed  a  similar  service  for        "  Sheik  Omar  composes  the  re- 

his  master,  and  silently  withdrew,  freshing  coffee  for  you.     While  it 

The  doctor  motioned  me  to  recline  is   not    ready   I    explain    that    (he 

on  the  couch,  which  I  was  not  loath  smoke,  which  you  see  not,  rises  in 

to  do,  and  throwing  himself  on  an-  the  chamber  within.      It    has   the 

other,   commenced    sucking  at   his  rich  bouquet,  but  I   receive  it  not 

pipe,  whereupon  I  tried  mine ;  and  here,  lest,  when  it  is  old,  the  saloon 

I  am  bound  to  say,  whatever  may  should  smell  badly.     Let  us  walk 

be    my    general    opinion     of    Dr.  into  the  chamber  of  smoke." 
Manas86,  that  he  gave  mo  the  most        Now    I    was    feeling  excessively 

exquisite  pipe  that  ever  I  tasted.  comfortable  and  not  in    the    least 

"  Odd,"    said    I,    "  that    1    have  inclined  to  move,  and  was  rousing 

never    seen    your    servant    about,  myself  to  make  an  objection  to  this 

living  so  close  to  you  as  I  do."  adjournment,  when  I  felt  the  same 

"  Pardon,"    answered    Manassc  ;  disagreeable  thrill  that  I  had  felt 

"  Sheik  Omar  is  a    free    Bedouin,  several  times  before  that  evening, 

who  would  scorn   to  serve  even  a  and,  1  don't  know  why,  rose  and 

monarch.     He  accompanies  me,  he  advanced    to  the    high    glass  door 

docs  not  serve  ;  we  are  en  rapport  ;  which   the  doctor  held  open.     The 

we  are  of  the  same  soul.     The  Sheik  chamber  within   seemed  as  strange 

walks  not    the    promenade  in    the  and  grand  as   the  other,  but  more: 

dress  of  his  tribe  ;  he  condescends  gay  and  brilliant.     Manasse  bowed 

to  European  costume."     And  all  at  and  waved  his  hand  for  me  to  enttr 

onc<^  I   remembered   a  fellow  in   a  first,   which    I    did.      Immediately 

fez  and  French-cut  clothes  passing  I  was  conscious  of  a  languor  not 

about  the  esplanade,  and  identified  wholly  agreeable,  and  turned  about 

him  with  the  Sheik.  to  retrace  my  steps. 


CHAPTER   II. 

It  was  a  frosty  morning  in  De-  north    at    nine.       Luscombe    had 

cember.     I  dressed   hastily  in  my  asked  me  to  go  down  and  ^penJ 

London    chamber,    for    I   had  lain  Christmas    with    them    at    Wester 

rather  later  than  was  right,  seeing  Mills    in    the    North    Riding.      He 

that  I  had  to  catch  the  train  for  the  was  not  going  to  hunt  this  ^  oasa:j,. 
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he   said,    and  visiting  was    almost  poor  beast  up  till  he  eot  on  to  some 

suspended  on  account  of  the  busy  better    pavement    and    more    leyel 

times  and  the  unprecedented  cost  of  ^ound.    1?he  light  was  just  bretk- 

living ;   so,   if    I   would  run  down  mg  as  we  rattled  along.     Instead 

and  enliven  them  a  little  (so  the  of  the  drowsy  appearance  one  had 

good  fellow  put  it)  it  would  be  con-  been  accustomed  to  in  the  streets  if 

ferring  a  real  favour.      So  I  was  one  happened  to  be  abroad  at  that 

going ;  and  to  say  truth,  I  was  not  hour  on  a  wintei^s  morning,  there 

altogether  sorry  to  get  away  from  were  at  all  the  comers  and  near  the 

my  poor    friends    in   town,   whose  public-houses  crowds  of  people  <tf 

troubles  and  complaints  were  sadly  both  sexes,  some  of  them  reapectab^ 

distressing.     It  was  an  abominable  dressed,  who  did  not  look  at  all  as 

nuisance,  though,   that  there  were  if  they  were  early  risers,  but  rather 

but  two  quick  trains  a-day,  one  in  as  if  they  had  not  been  in  bed.    At 

the  morning  and  the  other  in  the  first  I  did  not  give  much  heed  to 

evening,    because    the    old    eleven  these  groups ;  but,  as  they  seemed 

o^clock   train  would    have    allowed  to  be  collected  all  along  my  route, 

me  to  breakfast  comfortably  at  my  I  at  last  stood  up  and  questioned  the 

club,  and  get  to  Ring^s  Cross  with-  cabby  without  stopping  him.     '^Who 

out  an  effort ;  whereas,  here  I  was  air  tiiey  f  *  said  he,  still  severe  ud 

now  dressing  in  a  hurry,  and  sipping  biting ;  ^*  why,  they're  the  singers,  and 

a  cup  of  coffee  and  munching  a  roll  musicians,  and  showmen,  and  swel- 

as  1  did  so,  very  doubtful  whether  ler  kind  o^  mountebanks,  and  plaj- 

I  should  save  five  minutes  to  get  a  hactors,  wot  can't  make  a  lirin*  no* 

trifle  more  in  the  way  of  breakfast  how  in  these  here  times,  and  air  a 

at   the    station    refreshment-room,  flocking  together  in  their  distress, 

I  was  ready  at  last :  my  portman-  poor  creatures,  as  bothers  may  'ave 

teau  strapped  and  taken  out  to  the  to  do  afore  long." 

cab  at  twenty-five  before  nine.     I  ^*  Do  you  mean  that  amusements 

knew  I  could  get  to  Ring's  Cross  are  altc^ther  neglected,"  I  asked, 

in     from    twenty    to    twenty-five  "  on    account   of    the    eztravagint 

minutes,  according  to  the  speed  of  prices  f ' 

the  cab.  *^  Drive  like  smoke,"  I  *^  I  mean  that  wot  you  call  'me- 
said  to  the  cabby  ;  *'  I  want  some  table  amusements  is  wellnigh  hex* 
refreshment  before  I  start"  Last  tinct  Music-halls,  casinos,  gin- 
year,  if  I  had  spoken  this  way,  palaces,  and  dancing-saloons  is  the 
cabby  would  certainly  have  winked  honly  fashionable  places  now  where 
and  said,  *^  Ay,  ay,  sir  ;"  but  now  he  the  people  goes  as  gets  the  rattlhi' 
said  nothing  of  the  kind,  but  gave  a  high  waees.  Hartisans'  work  is  the 
sort  of  derisive  grunt  and  echoed  thing,  I  believe." 
me  with  bitterness.  *^  Yes,  like  This  pointed  to  a  new  division  el 
smoke,"  said  he,  gloomily,  as  he  the  world's  goods  with  a  vengeanceu 
mounted  behind.  The  poor  devil  One  class  of  men  who  laboured  for 
of  a  horse  set  off  slipping  along  over  their  bread  unable  to  get  employ- 
the  frosty  ground.  How  one  longed  ment  and  apparently  starving  while 
for  the  old  days  when  smith's  work  another  class  had  got  idle  ana  lozu- 
was  cheap  and  easily  procurable !  rious.  However,  I  had  not  mudi 
then  cabbies  would  have  had  their  time  to  think  over  it  now,  for  we 
horses  rough-shod  on  such  a  mom-  were  approaching  the  Kingf  s  Cross 
ing  as  this.  However,  my  driver  station.  Along  the  last  quarter  of 
was  very  careful,  as,  no  doubt  he  a  mile  were  lounging  men  in  eordn- 
bad  ne^  to  be,  and  he  held  the  roy  suits,  whom  I  supposed  to  be 
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some  of  the  porters  who  were  dis-  the  fashion  to  he  shahby  on  account 

charged   when  the  number  of   the  of  the  ruinous  price  of  clothes,  yet 

trains  was  reduced,  looking  about  those  poor  friends    of   mine   were 

for  any  chance  vacancy.     Some  of  worse  than  shabby;   they  had  not 

them  were  eating  their  breakfasts  as  sufficient  covering  to  keep  out  the 

they  leaned  against  the  walls — thick  severe  cold.    The  Government,  who, 

lumps   of    dry  bread,   which    they  back  in  the  summer,  were  thought 

divided    with    their    pocket-knives,  not  unlikely  to  increase  our   pay. 

They    looked    half- famished,    poor  now  told    us  that    they  were    be- 

creatures;    and  I  was    glad    when  sieged  by  applications  for  employ- 

I  had  passed  them  and  was  within  ment,  and  that  if  our  work  and  re- 

the  gates  of  the  station.    'My  watch,  muneration  were  not  to  our  liking, 

I  found,  was  a  little  faster  than  the  we  had  better  leave  them  ;  but  that 

raalvray  time,  so  that  I  had  a  minute  meant  going  to  the  worldiouse  for 

or  two  to  spare ;   and  handing  the  some  of  us. 

cabby  his  six  shillings  (what  a  faro  When  my  companion  had  got 
for  2^  miles !),  I  went  to  the  bar  through  his  letters  and  just  glanced 
and  got  two  sandwiches  and  a  glass  over  his  newspaper  he  looked  at  me 
of  ale,  for  which  I  paid  one-ancUsix-  over  his  spectacles  and  said,  "  Great 
pence.  The  fare  through  to  the  meeting,  I  see,  at  Hull  yesterday,  to 
Wester  Mills  station,  which  used  to  find  work  for  the  unemployed  sail- 
be  forty-two  shilh'ngs  or  thereabouts,  ors.  £4000  subscribed  on  tiie  spot, 
is,  of  course,  now  that  these  enor-  and  more  promised.  Fm  afraid, 
mous  fares  are  charged,  not  covered  though,  it  will  amount  to  nothing 
by  a  five-pound  note.  How  I  more  than  keeping  them  from  starv- 
wished  that  all  this  machinery  had  ing  by  charity.  Jack  can  turn  his 
not  been  set  going  at  the  beginning  hand  to  nothing  on  shore  that  wo 
of  the  year,  mat  the  miners  hadn^t  want  at  present.*'  I  had  heard 
struck,  and  that  the  railway  servants,  something  about  distress  among  the 
who  were  so  distressed  now,  had  not  sailors,  but  had  no  suspicion  of  the 
made  such  fools  of  themselves  I  widespread  suffering  which  he  de- 
In  the  compartment  with  me  was  scribed.  The  impossibility  of  get- 
only  one  gentleman,  who  brought  in  ting  coal  in  any  quantity,  he  said, 
a  bagful  of  business  letters,  and  was  and  the  enormous  price  of  what 
occupied  in  reading  them.  We  were  could  be  procmred,  had  Ulmost 
sitting  at  opposite  ends  of  the  car-  stopped  the  running  of  steam-ships, 
riage  at  first ;  but  when  I  asked,  in  There  were  not  saihng-vessels  to  do 
the  old  fashion,  for  a  foot-warmer,  the  work,  so  the  ships  were  at  an- 
and  was  told  that  the  company  was  chor  or  in  dock,  and  the  poor  mari- 
now  obliged  to  charge  two  shillings  ners  in  this  hard  winter,  and  with 
for  the  use  of  it,  my  companion  pro-  provisions  at  famine  prices,  unable 
posed  that  we  should  sit  vis-d-vis^  to  earn  the  value  of  a  meal  The 
and  have  one  between  us.  I  thought  unions  were  buying  up  maize  and 
I  would  have  out  my  sleep  while  he  all  the  cheapest  and  coarsest  pro- 
continued  reading,  but  I  couldn^t  visions.  Meat  was  altogether  ban- 
doze  of^  not  a  bit  I  began  think-  ished  from  the  workhouses,  and  it 
ing  of  the  miserable  Christmas  that  was  a  question  whether  they  would 
poor  Hatfield  and  Biddulph  were  be  able  long  to  procure  salMsh.  I 
like  to  have.  Both  of  them  were  gave  utterance  to  my  thought  about 
reduced  to  one  servant-of-all-work ;  the  strangeness  of  one  portion  of 
they  were  really  pinched  for  food ;  the  community  obtaining  gains  or 
and  though  it  was  beginnhig  to  be  wages  of  unheard-of  amount,  while 
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another  portion-  was  starving ;   and  Chili,   New  Zealand,   and    I    know 

my  vis-d-ms  admitted  that  the  state  not  where,  before  the  forces  react 

of  things  was  indeed  without  pre-  upon  those  who  stand  on  the  van- 

ccdetit,  and  that  it  could  not  have  tage-ground — that     is,    those    who 

existed  but  for  the  suddenness  of  produce     the    most     indispensable 

the  prosperity  to  which   the  great  commodities.      But    they    will    be 

demands,  the  strikes,  and  the  high  reached    in    time.      A   little  wbilei 

prices  were  owing.     "  If  it  had  come  and,    notwithstanding    the    present 

at    all    gradually,"    he    continued,  short  supply,  the  demand  for  coal 

"things  would  have  adjusted  them-  must  fall  off".     Then  what  will  be 

selves  as  it  proceeded ;  but  coming,  the  use  of  a  strike  when  a  third  of 

as  it  did,  with  a  rush,  we  have  these  the  hands  now   employed  will   get 

curious  exaltations  and  depressions,  out  as  much  as  is  required  ?    Tae 

Things  will  undoubtedly  settle  down  coal-miners  will  not  then  be  mndi 

at  last,  but  in  the  mean   time  we  better  off  than  the  sailors  are  now.** 
have  first  these  remarkable  inequal-        I  began  now  to  have  a  little  idea 

ities,  and  then,  I  fear,  we  must  ex-  of  this  mystery  about  prices,   and 

pect  a  general  decline,  accompanied  would  have  been  glad  to  have  pur- 

probably  by  much  suffering  among  sued  the  conversation,  but  my  com* 

those  who  have  no  saving  to  draw  panion  changed  carriages  to  go  aloi» 

on."  the  loop-line  to  Hull^  and  I  was  left 

"ButldonH  see  the  connection,"  to  my  own   thoughts  for  the  reat 

I  put  in.     ^^  I  understand  what  you  of  the  cold  dull  journey :  so  I  laid  out 

say  about  the  sailors,  but  I  know  fourpenco  in  what  would  have  been 

that  many  branches  of  industry  are  a    penny    paper    last    year.       The 

prospering  inordinately,  for  I  have  night  had   fallen  before  I  reached 

friends    engaged    in    them.      Why  Wester  Mills,   but  there  was  that 

should    the    seamen^s    hard    times  good    fellow  Luscombe  in  his  tar 

affect  other  trades  ?"  coat  on  the  platform,  and  I  conid 

**  Why,  you  see,  in  the  first  place,  sec  the  dog-cart  relieved  against  the 

the  immense  amount  of  pauperism  white  railings  which  were  opposite 

must  be  a  heavy  drain  upon  all  who  the  lamp.     'J'he  sight  of  his  friendlj 

pay  rates ;    but,    independently   of  face  and  his  hearty  welcome  restored 

that,  if  there  be  a  dearth  of  ships,  my  spirits  at  once, 
freights  cannot  be  carried  abroad,        "  Thought  at  first  you  weren't  hi 

and  manufactured  goods  must  soon  the  train,"  he  said  ;  '^  those  few  and 

lose  their  market.     Take  the  coal-  dull  oil  lamps  are  but  a  miserahle 

masters  and  coal -miners,   who    are  substitute  for  the  gas,  and  I  couldn't 

having  the  best  of  times  for  the  mo-  see  you.    We  shall  have  learnt  toap* 

mcnt ;    the  laying-up   of    ships  not  preciate  the  gas-light  if  ever  we  |^ 

only  stops  exportation,  but  it  stops  it  again." 

the  demand  for  ships*  fuel.      Also,        Ten  minutes'  drive  brought  us  to 

the   impoverished   classes  who  can-  the  gates,  and  three  minutes  mwo 

not  buy  coal  or  anything  else  cause  to  the  door,  where  I  was  rather  sur- 

a  sensible  deduction  from  the  body  prised  not  to  see  Brown  the  batler 

of  consumers.     If  our  interests  were  in    attendance.      "  I  pity  you,   Mr. 

confined  to    the    foiu*    seas,    or  to  Brown,''  I  said,  mentally,  "if  Mrs. 

Europe   even,    these    causes  would  L.  should  hear  that  I  made  my  wajr 
operate  unmistakably  at  once ;   but    in  without  your  august  assistance, 

our  trade  extends  over  the  whole  However,  I  ought  not  to  laugh  at 

globe;     the    wires    have    to    work  Mrs.  Luscombe,  for  she  welcomed 

rjund     through     Chicago,     Pekin,  me  very  kindly,  and  said  she  pro- 
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babl^  should  not  have  been  there  to  meal,   and  the  more  to  my  liking 

receive  me  if  I  had  not  fetched  Dr.  that  there  was  less  ostentatious  pro- 

ManassS-to  her  in  the  thunderstorm  fusion  than  I  had  been  accustomed 

last  summer.    Mrs.  Belling,  too,  who,  to  observe  at  that  board.     I  asked 

I  fancy,   rather  likes  me,  although  Mrs.  Belling  to  take  wine  in  the  old 

she  snaps  me  up  sometimes,   was  fashion ;  she  liked  it — the  old  hob- 

also  most  cordial ;  and  as  for  the  nobbing  fashion,  I  mean — and   for 

children,   though  they  guessed    no  that  matter    she  liked    a  glass   of 

doubt  that  they  would  hear  of  some-  champagne  too.     And  then  we  had 

thing  to  their  advantage    as    soon  a  bowing  scene  all  round,  and  they 

as  the  recesses  of  my  portmanteau  said  how  glad  they  all  were  to  see 

should    be   explored,    it  was    very  me  there ;  and  by-and-by  the  chil- 

Sleasant  to  have  them,  just  for  a  dren  came  in,  and  I  gave  them  un- 
ttle,  you  know,  climbing  about  me,  lawful  indulgences,  and  their  very 
narrating  all  their  little  wonders  and  grandmother  connived  and  was  par- 
producing  their  treasures.  Minnie,  ticeps  criminiSy  and  had  for  ever  to 
the  eldest  girl,  had  got  an  ermine  hold  her  peace  as  far  as  that  trans- 
muff  and  ermine-topped  boots,  at  gression  was  concerned.  Then  Lus- 
which,  when  she  brought  them  into  combe  and  I  were  alone.  We  drew 
the  drawing-room,  I  saw  her  grand-  to  the  fire,  and  were  soon  on  some 
mamma  cast  a  fearful  scowl ;  and  of  our  old  subjects.  I  could  not 
little  Harry  had  just  been  promoted  help  congratulating  him  on  the  com- 
to  a  rocking-horse  which  he  forced  fort  and  prosperitv  which  I  found 
me  off  to  see,  deaf  equally  to  the  him  enjoying,  while,  alas  !  other 
faint  objections  of  his  mother  and  to  valued  friends  whom  I  had  left  be- 
Mrs.  Belling's  more  vehement  com-  hind  were  enduring  not  only  the  pri- 
mands.  It  was  very  jolly  to  an  old  vations  of  the  moment,  but  the  miser- 
sinner  who  lives  for  the  most  part  able  apprehensions  of  the  dark  future, 
a  solitary  life,  to  stand  there  on  the  And  I  asked  whether,  with  the 
hearth-rug  in  that  pleasant  room  tremendous  prices  which  were  de- 
among  friends  who  rejoiced  to  see  manded  for  all  the  necessaries  of 
him,  and  whom  he  was  glad  to  see !  life,  he  still  found  himself  more  than 

"Now,  then,  Collins,   old  fellow,  reimbursed    by    the    high    profits 

^tis  time  to  dress,^'  said  Luscombe,  of    his    business.       He    answered 

aft^r  our  little  bit   of  preliminary  generally  in  the  affirmative,  but  not 

gossip  was  over.     "  You'll  not  ob-  with  a  wink  and  joyous  "  1  believe 

ject  to  yoiu*  dinner  after  the  journey,  you,  my  boy,"  as  he  did  in  the  sum- 

and  you  will  brighten  up  our  party,  mer :  and  presently  he  went  on  to 

I  can  tell  you.      YouVo  to  have  the  explain.     Orders,  he  said,  continued 

blue  room,  same  as  last  time,  and  to   come    in,    notwithstanding    the 

I    hope   you   and  I  will  see  1873  high     prices    he    was    obliged    to 

started  on  its  course  before  we  part  charge — not  quite  so  plentifully  as 

again."  they  came  in  the  summer,  perhaps. 

Well,    T    did    enjoy  my    dinner,  but  still  quite  satisfactorily,  if  only 

that^s    a  fact :  but  the   enjoyment  the  present  state  of  thing    should 

was  not  absolutely  unalloyed.     The  last     "  But  I  must  tell  you,  Collins, 

great  Brown  did  not  supervise  the  in  confidence,  that  there  s  something 

meal,   and    I    was  fidgeting  to  ac-  I    don^t  quite  like   in  the  look  of 

count  for  his  absence,  while  feeling  things.     Business  is  good  in  its  prc- 

instinctively  that  it  would  be  better  sent  condition,  but  I  don't  think  I 

not  to  allude  to  it     It  was  an  ex-  could  raise  prices  further  without 

cellent,   indeed   a   very    handsome,  materially  reducing  orders ;  on  the 
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other  hand  I  am  apprehensive  of  an  when  necessary  without  raisinff  my 

immediate  demand  for  higher  wages,  prices,  I  have  reduced  expenditiire 

to  which  I  shall  probably  have  to  a  little.    You  know  I  used  to  lay 

yield.**  down  a  little  wine    every  Tear;  I 

**  But  you  used  to  say  it  worked  in  have  not  bought  a  bottle  this  year, 

a  circle — ^higher  waees,  higher  pro-  My  huntine  for    this    season    you 

fits ;  in  at  £e  bung-hole,  out  at  the  know  that  I  have  given  up,  and  sold 

spigot,  and  so  on."  three  horses— old  Centurion  among 

*^  Wdl,  ves  ;  but  we've  got  the  them,  over  whose  loss  I  grieve  mora 

circle  up  higher  than  I  ever  thought  than  anything.      However,  it  is  well 

to  see  it ;  and  though  the  hands  will  that  I  came  to  my  decision  when  I 

no    doubt    keep    demanding    more  did,  for  I  sold  well,  which  it  would 

wages,  I  don*t  think  my  prices  will  be  impossible   to  do  now  that  so 

bear  to  be  any  higher."  many  are  following  my  example,  and 

**  Isn't  that  what  Dr.  Manasse  in  forage  is  so  dear.'' 
the  summer  told  us  would  happen?        **And  Brown?"  said  I;  **I  have 

He  said,  if  you  remember,  that  it  been  longing  to  ask  about  Bxown." 
would   require   time   to  make  the        ^^  Well,  Brown  cost  me  a  world  of 

high    prices    diminish    orders,   but  unhappiness,"  answered  Luscombe. 

that  orders  certainly  would  decrease  *^  My  wife  thought  the  butler  indis- 

after  prices  should  have  been  high  pensable  to  our  appearance,  and  it 

for  a  uttle  time."  was  hard  to  persuade  her  that  a 

**  It's  just  this  wav,"   answered  sacrifice  of  this  kind  must  be  mad& 

Luscombe :  **  the  hands  are  spoiled  She  sees  it  now ;  but  Fm  glad  Toa 

by  having  things  just  as  they  please,  made  no  remark,  for  maybe  she  a  a 

They  are  idle,  extravagant,  and  self-  little  sore  yet.     Thank  you,  CoUina. 

indulgent      The  more  they  get  the  Well,  you  see,  in  order  to  reduce 

more  they  want     I  know  there  will  the  household,  it  was  necessary  to 

be  another  demand  soon,  to  pay  for  begin  at  the  top,  and  a  very  material 

the  music  and  dancing,  and  eating  saving,  I  assure  you " 

and   drinking,   that   are   going   on        ^^Yes,  of  course,"  I  interrupted; 

among  them  this  Christmas ;  and  I  '*  wa^es  just  now ^" 

have  determined  to  meet  this  de-        ^*  Nonsense  I   my    dear     fellow ; 

mand,    if   possible,   by    contracting  wa^es  make  the  smallest  part  of  it 

mv  own  indulgences  a  little  for  a  It  isn't  wages;  it's  food  that  makes 

while."  servants  so  expensive  now.    So  many 

I  saw  that  I  was  on  the  verge  of  of  them  are  being  turned  adrift  evcfy 

the  great  Brown  mystery,  which  had  day,  that  they  don't  stand  much  for 

been    exercising    me    so    severely,  wages  if  they  can  but  get  housed 

''No  doubt,  then,  that  expUins,"  I  and  fed" 

said,  " the  absence  of f  **And  yet,"  I  said,  "'tis  not  ao 

Luscombe  held  up  his  hands  de-  long  ago  since  we  were  remarking 
precatingly.  "  I'll  tell  you,"  he  in-  on  how  they  all  detested  domestic 
terrupted,  "mv  idea  of  how  to  service,  and  were  endeavouring  to 
manage.  It  wiU  be  a  great  matter  get  away  from  it  into  shops  or  fao- 
if  the  orders  already  received  can  tories  or  anywhere,  where  labour 
be  completed  without  interruption:  could  be  confined  to  certain  hours 
future  orders  we  may  perhaps  re-  of  the  day,  and  they  might  re- 
ceive with  proviso  referring  to  the  ceive  their  whole  remuneration  ia 
uncertain   condition  of   the  labour  money." 

market    So,  in  order  that  I  may        "  Aha  I"     chuckled     Luscombe 

make  some  concession  to  the  hands  "  their  notes  are  altered  now.    Any- 
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body  that  will  keep  them  may  have  "Good*  God!"  I  said,  "what  are 
their  services.  Domestic  servants  these  unhappy  people  to  do  ?" 
are  at  any  rate  feeling  that  the  times  "That's  the  serious  question," 
are  hard.  And,  by  the  by,  one  or  answered  Luscombe.  "  You  see, 
two  mill-owners  that  I  know,  and  they've  mainly  contributed  to  the 
who,  like  myself,  are  willing  to  state  of  things.  I  don't  mean  by 
make  some  sacrifice  to  get  quietly  asking  for  a  fair  share  of  the  profits 
through  this  awkward  time,  have  that  were  going — that  was  all  fair ; 
started  tables  for  their  people,  giv-  -but  by  idling,  intemperance,  lavish- 
ing food  instead  of  additional  pay.  ing  their  wages  on  low  amusements, 
I  aaresay  it  will  prove  a  good  plan,  and  by  utter  recklessness  and  ex- 
and  that  the  smell  of  a  good  dinner  travagance." 

will    mediate     eflTectually    between  "  This,"    said    I,    "  is    a    serious 

labour  and  capital.     I  haven't  prem-  look-out  that  throws  into  the  shade 

ises  suited  for  trial  of  the  experi-  all    ray    little    tremors    about    the 

ment."  prices    of    living.      But    you    have 

I  told  Luscombe  what  I  had  heard  not  told  me  what  has  become  of 

about  the  sailors,  musicians,  and  so  Brown  ?" 

on.     Now,  by  his  account,  domestic  "Brown,    I    am    sorry    to    say, 

servants  would  soon  be  as  badly  off  managed  to  keep  his  ground  here, 

as  the  sailors.     Still  I  couldn't  un-  after  I  felt  certain   that  he  would 

derstand  the  situation  nor  Luscombe^  s  have  to  go.      The  consequence  is, 

tactics.     "  Look  here,"  I  said ;  "  you  that   when   at  last    he    did  go,   so 

can't  go  on  raising  your  labourers'  many  other  people  were  discharg- 

wages  if  you  mustn't  increase  your  ing  their  butlers   that   he  has  n^ 

own  profits."  yet  got  employment     When  I  first 

"  No,  1  can't,  of  course ;  and  that's  spoke  to  him  I  could  have  got  him  a 

what  I'm  looking  to  (this  is  con-  place  with  a    nobleman ;  but    that 

fidential,   mind,   old  fellow).      You  was  filled  up  before  he  left" 

see,  once  the  orders  decrease — and  It  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  adver- 

they're  falling  oft*  already — I  may  sity,  and  not  prosperity,   that  was 

cease  to  work  part  of  my  establish-  working  in  a  circle,    and  that  the 

ment     Others,   no  doubt,  may  do  circle  would  soon  be  complete, 

the  same."  The  drawing-room  was  as  cheerful 

"That's  what  you  call  half-time,  as  it  had  been  before  dinner,  and 

or  something  of  the  sort  ?"  the  ladies  were  disposed  to  converse. 

"  Half-time,  not  a  bit  of  it ;  half-  Outside  it  was  freezing  bitterly, 
time  might  be  better  for  the  hands,  but  here  was  comfort  and  enjoy- 
as  not  absolutely  throwing  any  out  ment  I  saw  that  some  thought 
of  work;  but  it  would  be  ruin  to  was  amusing  Luscombe.  Out  it 
employers,    as    keeping    them    still  came  at  last 

exposed    to    strikes    and    interrup-  "Well,   the  season's   taking  care 

tions.      No,  no;  between  ourselves,  that  I  shall  have  little  to  regret  in 

what  you  saw  among  the  railway  selling    my  horses.      The   weather 

porters  is  likely  to  be  repeated  in  seems  as  it  there  could  be  no  hunt- 

the    mills.       Many   hands  will    be  ing  for  weeks.      If  it  had  been  an 

discharged    before    this    winter    is  open  winter  I  might  have  pined." 

over.     Shortly  after  that  happens,  "  Yes,  yes,"  observed  Mrs.  Lus- 

and    they    see     that    there    really  combe;  "I  liked  you  to  belong  to 

is    not    work    to    do    for    all,    em-  the    hunt ;    that    was    proper    and 

ploycrs  will    get   the    upper  hand  becoming,  you  know ;  but "  (turning 

again."  to  me)  "  1  was  never  easy  when  he 
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v.as  out.     He's  no  great  rider,  isn't  most  only  four  short  days  a-wcck, 

Luscombe,  and  I  was  always  trcm-  crowded  the  public- houses,  shouted 

bling  for  fear  he  should  be  brought  and  fought  in  the  streets,  frequented 

in  with  bones  broken/'  music-halls  and  low  theatres,    and 

^^Fear  or  no  fear,  'tis  a  mercy  to  were  constantly  making  short  rail- 
have  got  rid  of  hunters  and — and —  way  excursions  to  pay  visits  or  vary 
other  extra va<i^ances.  Tliat  will  al-  their  amusements.  They  seemed  to 
ways  bring  its  own  reward,"  said  have  discovered  the  art  of  thriving, 
Mrs.  Belling.  and  to  have    no  idea    that    things 

**  Anyhow  we  don't  seem  unhappy,  could  ever  change  except  for    the 

do  we  ?"   said  Luscombe.      "  Let's  bettor.     Meantime  a  general  gloomy 

have  a  game  of  cards.     Mrs.  Belling,  feeling  seemed  to  pervade  the  more 

ma'am,  you  and  I  will  try  our  luck  thoughtful    classes.     The  quarter's 

against    Mr.    Collins    and    Isabella,  revenue,  as  compared  with   the  cor- 

shall  we?"  responding  quarter  of  1871,  showed 

*^  Sixpences  and  no  bets.  I  never  a  great  falling  off.  Excise  and  cus- 
bet,"  said  Mrs.  Belling,  who  liked  a  toms  gave  a  sorry  yield,  and  even 
rubber.  And  the  evening  was  gone  the  returns  of  the  post-office  and 
all  too  rapidly,  though  all  the  same  telegraphs  were  disappointing.  Oo 
I  was  ready  for  bed  after  my  long  the  other  hand  the  poor-rates  were 
journey.  **  My  mother-in-law,"  said  higher  than  had  been  known  for  a 
Luscombe,  as  we  were  parting  for  generation.  Agitators  started  up  to 
the  night,  **  doesn't  like  the  sight  of  take  advantage  of  the  public  uneasi- 
expensive  tilings,  and  likes  just  the  ness,  and  to  lay  the  blame  of  it  on 
idea  of  getting  rid  of  them.  She  our  institutions ;  mad  theorists  pro- 
knows  very  well  that  our  house-  pounded  the  wildest  schemes  as  sure 
keeping,  reduced  as  it  is,  costs  more  remedies  for  all  the  evils  ;  there  was 
than  it  did  a  year  ago.  But  then  much  political  excitement  y&ry 
the  visible  signs  of  luxurious  living  little  visiting  or  entertaining  took 
are  gone."  place    among    the    employers,   who 

It  was  very  interesting,  and  some-  seemed    quite    to    understand    that 

times  very  sad,  to  observe  the  state  these  were  not  times  in  which    it 

of  things  in  the  neighbourhood  of  would  be  pardonable  to  encourage  a 

Wester  Mills.     I,  during  my  visit,  large  consumption  of  provisions, 

went  about  and  informSd  myself  a  When    my    visit    drew   near    its 

good  deal,  sometimes  with  Luscombe  end — that  is,  a  day  or  two  after  we 

and    sometimes    alone.       Distress,  had  celebrated   the   arrival  of    the 

where  it  did  afflict,  was  of  course  new  year  with  much  quiet  satisfac- 

very  severe  in  this  inclement  weath-  tion — Luscombe  told  me  that  there 

cr;  but  except  among  the  railway  was    an    appreciable   diminution   in 

people    and    the     servants    out    of  the  orders  for  goods,  and  that  he 

place,  there  was  not  much  distress  thought    things    were  now  on    the 

visible  in  the  north.     Shopkeepers,  turn.     "Only  let   me  C(>mplete  roy 

though  charging  so  highly  for  every-  contracts,"  said  he,  "and  I  think  I 

thing,  said  that  their  business  was  am  prepared  for  what  may  happen 

scarcely  remunerative,  and  that  they  after   that"     He    had  to  raise  his 

would  have  preferred  a  lower  scale  wages  again,  poor  fellow,   as  he  ex- 

of  prices  all  round.     But  as  for  the  pected ;  but  he  managed  the  matter 

artisans   and    factory  hands,    they  very  well :  there  was  no  quarrelling; 

seemed  to  be  fortune's  favourites  at  neither  was  the  work  stopped  for  an 

this  epoch.     They   lived   upon  the  hour,    only  Luscombe  showed  the 

best  of  everything,  laboured  at  the  hands  that  what    he    conceded   he 
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had  to  take  from  his  own  profits,  of  course,  but  not  more  of  them 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  than  usually  rend  one's  heart  in  a 
him  to  raise  the  prices  of  goods  any  hard  winter.  One  of  these  un- 
higher.  Others  were  less  fortunate  fortunates  I  must,  however,  par- 
than  he.  They  stood  out  against  ticularly  mention — a  man  with  a 
the  men's  demands.  Some  encoun-  broken-down  appearance,  but  strug- 
tered  strikes  ;  others,  attempting  to  gling  evidently  to  maintain  an  im- 
"take  the  bull  by  the  horns,*' as  they  posing  air,  spite  of  seedy  habili- 
said,  locked  out:  but  the  end  was  ments  and  short  commons.  I  was 
the  same  in  all  cases ;  the  masters  looking,  not  without  interest,  at  this 
had  to  give  in.  Only  where  there  figure  as  it  passed,  when  suddenly  it 
had  been  disputing  ill-blood  was  turned,  raised  its  hand  to  its  hat- 
engendered  which  led  afterwards  to  brim  and  addressed  me  by  name, 
umiappy  results,  and  the  interrup-  Judge  of  my  surprise  when  I  recog- 
tion  to  work  caused  in  some  cases  nised  the  deposed  Brown !  I  really 
inability  to  fulfil  contracts  as  regard-  was  shocked  ;  his  hollow,  yellow 
ed  time,  and  consequent  losses  both  cheeks,  and  his  loose  waistcoat,  to- 
of  money  and  connections.  gether  told  a  tale  of  much  suffer- 
A  day  or  two  before  I  left,  I  drove  ing  ;  and  his  old  pompous  manner, 
into  Funneltown  with  my  friend  and  which  he  had  donned  for  a  minute 
host,  who  was  to  attend  a  meeting  on  seeing  me,  speedily  gave  way 
of  master  -  manufacturers,  at  the  to  the  subdued  mien  of  need  and 
United  Trades'  Hall.     As  we  were  care. 

early  he  took  me  in  to  see  the  build-  "  Never    thought    I    could    have 

ing,  of  which  the  town  was  proud,  wanted  a  place,  sir,"  he  said ;  "  world 

and  justly   so.      It  was,    however,  seems  to  ha'   turned    right  upside 

with  a  melancholy    feeling    that   I  down.     What  any  man   can  do  as 

read  the  motto  emblazoned  over  the  an  upper  servant,  don't  care  who  he 

middle  of  the  platform  in  the  room  is,  I  can  do  it ;  and  here  I  am  seven 

appropriated     to    public    meetings,  weeks   out   of    place,   and    chances 

Minerals^    Mechani»m^    and    Steam,  getting  worse  instead  o'  better." 

while    I    thought    of    the    present  Of  course  I  said  what  I  could  to 

prospects  of  all  who  put  their  trust  comfort  him,  was   sure   that  these 

m  any  of  them.     I  strolled  about  to  bad  times  couldn't    last,   and  that 

make    what    observations    I   might  even  if  they  did,  some  establishment 

while  the  meeting  was  in  progress,  must    bo    found    before    long   that 

It  certainly  would  have  required  a  would   be   delighted    to   secure   his 

penetrating  eye  to  detect  symptoms  services.     But  this  instead  of  com- 

of  anything  but  general  prosperity  forting  broke  him  down.     His  eyes 

for  the  present.     Idleness  was  only  filled  and  his  voice  quavered  as  he 

too  apparent,    but  it  was   idleness  revealed   the  bitterness  of  his   dis- 

upon  full  pockets ;  the  people  holi-  appointment. 

day-making,   trooping  into  and  out  **Nay,  sir,  I   can   see  nought  to 

of  public-houses,  carrying  along  pur-  hope  upon,  and  1  daren't  look  afore 

chases  of  cakes,  rich  cheese,  poultry,  me,      I've    been    ill,  and  have   got 

gingerbread,  and  other  things  which  weak  as  well  as  poor.     Any  man  in 

form  the  luxuries  of  their  class ;  and  steady   work  seems  now  to  me  an 

flocking    to    exhibitions    of    giants,  object  of    envy.      Even  those  poor 

dwarfs,  fat  ladies,  and  waxwork,  of  degraded  beings  as  I  used  to  think 

which   there  was  at    least    one    in  'em,    the    soldiers,    get  their  meal 

every  street.     A  few  miserable  crea-  reg'lar,  cost  what  it  may,  and  needn't 

lures  were  to  be  seen  here  and  there,  fret  about  prices.  If  I  was  a  younger 
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man,  I  could  find  it  Id  my  heart  to  one  gloomy  atmosphere  for  another, 

enlist. ''  The  troubles  of   my  friends  here 

I  need  not  say  that  I  contributed  would  not  be  pleasanter  to  witness 
what  little  was  in  my  power  to  keep  and  to  share  than  those  which  I  had 
the  wolf  a  little  longer  from  the  left  with  my  friends  in  the  north, 
door  of  my  friend  Brown  ;  but  to  I  was  agreeably  disappointed,  how- 
meet  him  thus,  really  in  want,  amid  ever,  to  find  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  waste  and  indulgence  that  were  things  had  not  got  much  worse  since 
going  on  in  every  quarter  of  the  I  left  towa  Provisions  were  dear 
town,  was  very  depressing.  Indeed  enough  still ;  but  manufactured 
we  were  all  getting  now  a  good  deal  articles  were  cheaper,  and  there 
more  down  in  the  mouth — how  could  were  signs  of  relief  if  not  actual  re- 
we  help  it  ?— than  at  the  commence-  lief.  **Any  number  of  servants  I 
ment  of  my  visit  Mrs.  Belling  per-  could  get  now  if  I  wanted  them,** 
haps  was  an  exception.  She  may  said  Hatfield,  with  one  of  his  old 
not  have  considered  what  all  this  grins  ;  **  and  even  hunters  and  nee- 
was  pointing  to,  and  may  have  only  horses  are  now  within  my  means, 
felt  a  gratification  natural  to  her  at  so  I  mustn't  complain.  Talking  of 
witnessing  these  judgments  upon  horses,  they  say,  you  know,  that 
pomps  and  vanities,  which  had  cost  the  greater  part  of  the  beef — ^but  I 
sums  of  money  that  she  shuddered  doubt  not  tiiaCs  a  fable.  At  toy 
to  think  of.  Altogether  I  was  rate,  when  we  see  the  lots  of  secre- 
almost  glad  when  my  holiday  ex-  taries  and  clerks  and  office-keepers 
pired.  **  I  donH  know  but  what  that  are  cut  adrift  every  day  through 
fixed  incomes  may  have  the  best  of  the  shutting  up  of  the  numerooB 
it  yet,*'  said  Luscombe,  as  he  shook  grand  companies  whose  prospectuses 
my  hand  on  the  platform  ;  *'  1  only  used  to  torment  us  so  a  year  ago,  I 
wish  that  at  this  moment  I  had  a  think  we  must  be  thankful  that  our 
few  thousands  safe  in  the  Three  per  work,  if  not  very  remunerative,  is 
cents,  and  no  liabilities  ;  however,  at  least  steady  and  certain  I  feel 
things  may  come  eventually,  the  in  better  heart  than  I  did,  and 
burden  is  heavy  just  now."  can  hope  a  little."    Well  said,  Hat> 

As  I  neared  London  I  began  to  field :    it    did    me    good    to    hear 

reflect  that  I  was  only  exchanging  you  I 


CHAPTER  III. 

We  got  through  the  winter  with  lonely  and  depressed,  and  desnred 

less  discomfort  than  we  had  expect-  my  company.    Leave  of  absenct  was 

ed.    Even  the  coal  did  not  become  not  easy  to  get  so  soon  again,  bat  I 

so  ruinously  dear  as  had  been  feared,  did  get  it  and  was  off. 
And  here  we  were  looking  forward       **  Although    there  are   only   our 

to  sunmier  again,  for  it  was  April,  two  selves, '  said  Luscombe,  as  we 

I  was  once  more  leaving  home,  and  drove  to  the  house,   "  you  needn't 

at  an  unusual  time  of  the  year ;  for  fear  being  left  too  much  to  your- 

Luscombe  had  written  to  say  that  self." 
he  had  thought  it  prudent  to  send        **  As  how  f"  T  asked. 
Mrs.   L.  and  her  mother  and   the        "Well,"  he  replied,  "Fm  a  man 

children    down    to    North    Devon,  of  leisure  now,  or  the  next  thing  to 

where  there  was  more  ouiet  than  at  it     We've  little  oi  nothing  doing  at 

Wester  Mills,  and  that  he  was  very  the  mill" 
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**  And  the  people  f  of  the  earth  can't  he  revived  in  a 

"  Are  out  of  work,  greatly  fright-  moment  just  when  the  people  in  the 

ened^    and   beginning   to    feel    the  North  Riding  begin  to  be  reason - 

pmd^  of  poverty  ;    hardly  one  of  able.     Besides,  they  ainH  reasonable 

them  has  put  by  a  penny  out  of  the  yet     The  greater  part  believe  still 

large  earnings.**  that  the  stoppage  is  but  a  device 

It  was  even  so.  Orders  had  al-  of  the  employers,  and  that  they 
moet  ceased  to  come  in.  The  work  have  only  to  be  firm  to  get  again 
doing  was  a  mere  trifle.  My  friend  the  enormous  wages  of  the  autumn 
had  duly  completed  all  the  con-  and  winter.  Some  few  are  working 
tractt  which  he  had  on  hand  when  at  reduced  wages ;  and  one  or  two 
I  left  him  at  the  beginning  of  the  mills  are  going  on  speculation ;  but 
year,  and  as  he  had  for  some  months  neither  masters  nor  men  view  these 
fareseen  the  cessation  of  work,  he  concerns  with  favour.  Men  think 
had  not  supplied  himself  with  much  that  the  acceptance  of  lower  wages  is 
raw  material,  and  so  owed  for  no-  betraying  their  interest,  the  silly  f el- 
thing  He  was  losing  time,  but  he  lows ;  and  masters  see  that,  now  that 
had  DO  fine  to  pay  for  a  broken  con-  this  stoppage  has  come,  there  should 
tract;  while  some  of  his  neighbours,  be  no  half -measures — that  the  whole 
besides  their  forfeits,  were  indebted  body  of  workmen  should  be  made 
for  material  which  lay  unutilised  in  to  understand  what  has  happened, 
ihm  stores.  and  to  give  over  their  idleness  and 

The  domestic  establishment  was  *  their  fondness  for  strikes.     I  believe 

now  reduced  to  a  very  slender  staff  we  shall  stand  out." 
indeed;  but  Luscombe  and  I  were        **But    then    comes    up    another 

very  anug.     We  didn't  inhabit  the  trouble;    I  have   heard  of    rioting 

large  rooms  at  all,  and  we  smoked  and  threatenings.     May  there  not 

wiwout  restriction,  and,  so  far  as  be  serious  disturbances  and  dam 

the    present  was    concerned,   were  with  so  large  a  population  out 

very   jolly.      But  of    course    Lus-  work?" 

oombe,  placid  fellow  as  he  is,  could       Luscombe  wiped  his  brow.   **  There 

not  shtJce  off  a  heavy   weight  of  may,    and    there    will,"    he    said. 

care.  •  "  We've  done  all  we  can — strength- 

**  Ain't  it  odd,"  he  said,  as  we  ened  the  police— and  in  some  coun- 

sat  together  on  the  evening  of  my  ties  the  militia  are  out     You  should 

arrival ;  **  we  know  what  a  lot  of  have  seen  the  rush  there  was  to  fill 

wealth  there  is  in  the  country,  be-  our  militia  ranks  when  it  was  known 

cause  it  couldn't  find  an  outlet  nine  that  there  would  be  quarters  and 

months  ago,  and  now  here  we  are,  food    found.      Oouldn't    trust    the 

capitalists    and    laborers,   all   alike  militia  in  billets  in  such  a  state  of 

suffering  through  the  perversity  and  things,  of  course ;  they  either  occupy 

idleness  of  these  wretched  hands."  barracks  or  hired  buildings  —  dis- 

**  But  now  that    their  folly  has  used  mills,  generally,  in  this  part  of 

been    brought    home    to    them    so  the  countiy." 
sharply,   they  will  surely  be  glad       This  didn't  ^ve  a  pleasant  idea 

to    resume    the    work    which    will  of  what  was  proceeding;   and  my 

bring  them  their  bread."  own    observations    astonished    me 

**  They   couldn't  if  they  would ;  more  than  my  friend's  words.     Fun- 

their  stupid  proceedings  during  the  neltown  could  hardly  be  recognised 

past  twelve  months  have  effectually  as    the  same  place  which  had    so 

crushed  out  the  demand.      Orders  interested    me    four    months    ago. 

which  have  to  come  from  the  ends  The  people  were  about  the  streets 


302                                    Glimpses  of  the  Future,                               [Sept 

as  much  as,  or  more  than,  ever;  "How,  indeed!"  I  said;  "and  I 
but  all  signs  of  their  well-doing  find,  too,  that  much  of  the  discon- 
werc  gone.  Drunkenness  there  was  tent  is  now  being  directed  against 
still,  but  it  was  not  hilarious  drunk-  the  Government" 
enncss;  miserable  beings  reeled  "Serve  them  right,  too;  I  used 
about  the  pavements,  and  lay  in  to  uphold  them  once,  but  I  see  now 
the  gutters — the  pains  of  hunger  that  they  are  mainly  answerable  for 
deadened  by  alconol.  But  there  the  lawlessness  and  restless  actioa 
was  none  of  the  boisterous  assem-  of  the  ignorant  masses.  There 
bling,  no  more  excursions,  no  would  have  been  none  of  this 
shows,  no  amusement  A  very  trouble  if  the  lower  orders  hadn^t 
large  number  of  shops  were  closed  been  made  to  understand  that  they 
altogether ;  the  wages  which  had  might  do  as  they  liked." 
been  spent  in  them  had  stopped,  The  next  morning  we  heard  that 
and  they  had  stopped.  The  flow  a  mill  in  a  town  about  eight  miles 
of  money  through  the  place  had  off,  where  the  hands  were  workmg 
almost  ceased.  The  gay  drosses  of  at  reduced  wages,  had  been  attacked 
the  women,  the  holiday-making,  the  and  burned  in  the  night  That  was 
shouts  and  laughter  and  luxuries,  not  the  worst  part  of  the  news ;  the 
all  were  done,  and  there  was  a  manager's  house,  which  was  dose 
blight  as  upon  a  plague  -  stricken  to  the  mill,  had  been  burned  too^ 
city.  Indeed  there  was  a  great  and  two  women  and  three  litfle 
deal  of  sickness  arising  from  the  children  had  perished  in  the  flames. 
general  misery.  Hospitals  and  work-  The  masters  who  were  working  on 
houses  were  crowded ;  and  I  believe  the  same  terms  in  Funneltown  had 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  almsgiving,  received  threatening  notices,  and  It 
although  that  was  contrary  to  the  was  feared  that  the  success  of  tfas 
principle  which  the  masters  estab-  attempt  at  burning  would  incite  the 
lished.  The  troubles  of  one  trade  wild  hands  to  further  outrage, 
heightened  those  of  other  trades ;  "  I'm  pretty  right  myself,"  said 
and  at  last  it  was  beyond  contro-  Luscombe;  "IVe  managed  never  to 
versy  that  the  calamity  was  gene-  get  to  loggerheads  with  'cm ;  but  I 
ral.  The  very  coal  -  miners,  who  must  do  wliat  I  can  to  help  others, 
were  about  the  last  to  feel  the  Let's  go  into  Funneltown  this  mom- 
reaction,  were  feeling  it  now.     The  ing." 

consumption   of  coal  in   trade  had  After  our  return  he  told  me  that 

almost    ceased.       The    miners,    by  they  knew  for  certain  that  the  miU 

steadily  refusing  to  collect  the  out-  of  Caton  Brothers  would  be  attacked 

put,  had  forced  manufacturers  and  perhaps  that  night ;   and  that  pos* 

shipowners  to  suspend  their  busi-  sibly,  now  that  incendiarism  had  he- 

ness.      Panic  was  everywhere,  and  gun,  some  others  might  suffer  before 

none  dared   order  a  supply  larger  morning. 

than  would  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  "  I  mean  to  go  in  again  quietly 
moment  Every  day  brought  some  after  dinner,"  said  Luscombe ;  **  wiD 
fresh  piece  of  bad  news.  you  come  ?  Between  ourselves,  the 
"  Nice  Budget  we  shall  have  after  military  have  been  sent  for,  and 
Easter,  with  all  these  soldiers  out,"  we've  got  away  women  and  chil- 
said  Luscombe,  one  evening.  *^The  dren,  thank  Qod,  from  the  threat- 
rates,  of  course,  are  enormous,  \iith  ened  property." 
pauperism  and  police  and  sanitary  Of  course  I  went  with  him  to 
precautions,  and  there's  no  money  Funneltown.  Magistrates  and  mill- 
being  got ;  how  can  this  go  on  ?"  owners  were  collected  in  sectioDS, 
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and  with  much  secrecy,  in  different  pass  toward  the  Catons'  mill.  Wc 
parts  of  the  town.  Messengers  all  left  the  room  where  wC  had 
passed  from  one  assemhly  to  another,  been  talking  and  went  to  an  upper 
describing  the  states  of  the  different  floor  of  the  mill,  from  which  the 
quarters,  which  were  being  ascer-  green  could  be  seen.  In  less  than 
Uined  by  trusty  members  of  the  po-  five  minutes  we  could  hear  the  im- 
lice,  and  by  one  or  two  half-pay  offi-  mense  multitude,  which  in  some  di- 
cers residing  in  the  neighbourhood,  rections  had  overpowered  the  police 
who  had  volunteered  their  services,  by  force  and  in  others  caused  them 
I  was  in  a  room  in  Mr.  Sower's  to  retreat  in  order,  surging  into  the 
mill  in  Dundergate,  where  we  sat  open  space.  The  tramp  of  their  walk 
receiving  reports  and  talking  over  and  their  mysterious  painful  mur- 
the  situation  until  near  midnight  miuring  were  what  we  neard ;  there 
About  that  time  there  came  news  was  not  any  shouting  or  yelling. 
that  an  immense  mob  had  suddenly  By  the  lamp-light  we  saw  at  last  the 
assembled  in  Ha3rman's  Piece,  an  head  of  the  formidable  movement 
open  suburb ;  and  presently  after,  filling  the  whole  square  and  moving 
the  other  sections  of  owners,  one  on  very  slowly,  as  if  waiting  for  the 
after  another,  came  flocking  to  us,  contributions  from  the  streets  in 
for  we  were  nearest  the  mob,  and  rear  to  come  up  and  fall  into  the 
not  far  from  the  mill  which  was  march  behind  them.  The  whole 
understood  to  be  threatened.  The  body  paused  after  a  while  as  if  to 
mayor,  accompanied  by  several  of  have  everything  in  order  for  an  unin- 
the  county  magistrates,  and  followed  terrupted  advance  on  the  mill ;  and 
at  some  distance,  and  quietly,  by  I  could  see  the  features  of  some  of 
the  police,  had  gone  to  try  and  in-  the  foremost,  all  of  whom  looked 
duoe  the  excited  people  to  disperse,  stern  and  pitiless,  while  many, 
The  next  thing  we  heard  was,  that  gaunt  with  famine,  made  one  think 
the  mayor  had  been  very  rudely  of  the  cruel  old  zealots  that  one  has 
received, — defied,  indeed;  and  that  read  of.  It  was  while  I  was  scan- 
when  he  informed  the  people  that  ning  the  faces  that  some  movement 
troops  were  already  in  the  town,  who  was  heard  at  the  other  end  of  the 
would  certainly  be  called  upon  to  act  square ;  we  could  not  see  what  it 
if  violence  should  be  attempted,  he  was,  but  in  an  instant  the  crowd 
was  answered  with  a  shout  of  deri-  below  us  sent  up  a  yell  of  rage  and 
sion  ;  for  the  malcontents  did  not  execration,  and  a  messenger  entering 
know  that  their  secrets  had  been  told  us  that  the  soldiers  were  hold- 
betrayed  two  days  before,  and  that  ing  all  the  avenues  in  that  direction, 
the  authorities  had  been  able  to  take  Presently  the  mayor  advanced  right 
measures  for  keeping  the  peace.  As  within  our  view  and  called  upon  the 
soon  as  the  mayor  received  his  rebuff  people  to  disperse,  but  he  was  an- 
the  wing  of  a  line  regiment  of  in-  swered  with  threat^  and  yells,  and 
fantry  and  a  troop  of  heavy  cavalry,  then  some  one  by  his  side  commenced 
which  had  been  five  hours  in  the  reading,  by  the  light  of  a  lantern, 
place,  and  were  standing  in  empty  what  I  suppose  was  the  Riot  Act ; 
mill  premises,  ready  to  turn  out,  but  this  only  acted  like  a  spur  to 
were  ordered  into  the  streets.  But  the  rioters,  who,  having  now  made 
before  the  troops  got  the  summons,  their  arrangements,  began  to  move 
the  mob  was  already  in  motion,  and  on  briskly.  But  the  soldiers  had 
moving  by  several  minor  streets  by  this  time  advanced  to  within  our 
upon  a  broad  square  called  the  view.  The  mayor  spoke  a  few  words 
Green,   across   which  they   had    to  to  an  oflScer  in  front  and  wc  heard 
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in  the  darkness  the  commands  from  terious  ambush,  now  appearing  to 
diffevent  voices — *^  Six  file  on  the  bear  off  the  wounded,  or  to  capture 
right,  ready. '^  ^^Six  file  on  the  left,  stray  rioters.  The  streets  were  soon 
ready.''  Whereupon  a  man  ran  clear.  They  were  patroHed  all  night ; 
out  from  the  crowd  followed  by  a  and  our  party  remained  in  the  mUL 
few  others,  the  first  man  shouting,  I  had  seen  a  sight  which  turned  me 
**  DonH  flinch,  boys.  They'll  fire  in  sick — ^noi  the  men  falling,  for  thoi^ 
the  air  the  first  time."  The  word  I  knew  they  had  been  wounded,  we 
^*  Present "  was  heard  through  the  could  see  none  of  them  distinctlT : 
d- rkness,  and  the  crash  of  the  rifles  no — it  was  the  fresh  blood  on  toe 
btr.iiued  all  other  sound  and  caused  troopers'  swords  as  they  trotted  past 
a  momentary  hush.  Then  there  a  lamp  at  the  time  when  the  crowd 
were  groans  and  frantic  cries  :  the  gave  way.  I  shall  neyer  forget  that 
advance  of  the  multitude  was  check-  dreadful  night 
ed ;  and  we  saw  several  persons  on  ''*■  Fourteen  shot,  four  of  them 
the  ground,  while  the  commotion  dead:  sword-wounds,  eight,  all  Hr- 
among  the  rest  showed  them  to  ing:  trampled  to  death  twen^*nx, 
be  panic-stricken.  They  did  not  including  three  women  and  servn 
seem  to  be  helping  those  that  had  children :  bruised,  maimed,  inter- 
fallen,  but  to  be  swaying  about  with-  nally  injured,  seventy-two  of  boQi 
out  a  perceptible  object  Mean-  sexes,  and  all  ages  I"  That  was  the 
while,  through  the  windows  on  the  miserable  bulletin  of  the  next  mom- 
other  side  of  the  mill,  which  did  not  ing.  The  poor  creatures  were  taken 
look  into  the  square,  we  heard  the  to  the  Innrmary,  where  a  boy  of 
sound  of  horses'  feet  and  the  clang  fourteen  had  his  leg  amputated,  in 
of  arms.  Running  to  that  side  we  saw  consequence  of  the  kick  of  a  hone; 
the  dragoons  passing  down  the  road,  a  man  shot  throu^  the  spine  died 

**  1  have  it !"  exclaimed  one  of  our  after  three  days  of  intense  agony ; 

party ;  "  they'll  come  up  Dorks  Lane  another  lost  the  use  of  his  right 

and  be  in  the  midst  of  them."  arm    by  a    8abrc-wound2r--and  all 

Then  we  went  back  to  oiu:  old  suffered  more  or  less.    The  gloom 

post  in  time  to  hear  the  mayor  once  after  this  was  greater  than    e?w, 

more  urging  the  crowd  to  disperse,  but  there  was  no  further  ontxace 

and  while  he  was  speaking   there  in  our  neighbourhood.     The  mws 

came  a  tumultuous  terrified  discord  irritability    took   another  direction. 

from  behind,  made  up  of   all  the  The  clubs  and  trades-unions  qpar- 

loud  notes  of  terror  and  pain.     The  relied    among    themselves.      Theb 

dragoons  had  galloped  into  the  mass,  f  imds    were    speedily     dissipated^ 

riding  down  many,  and  sabring,  as  there  were  manifest  symptoms  that 

we  id^terwards  understood,   several  the  men  were   giving  way,  and  in 

who  attempted  to  seize  the  troopers'  fine,  after  a  few  futile  att^pta  to 

bridles.    They  forced  their  way  right  make  terms,  there  was  an  abaohile 

through  the  square,  and  then  turned  surrender,  those  who  could  he  CB- 

to  ride  back  again ;  but,  by  the  time  ployed  (for  there  was  not  work  for 

they  did  so,  there  was  a  great  change  half)  consenting  to  worl^  and  Mnd- 

in  the  condition  of  things:  the  in-  ing  themselves  for  a  term  to  wotk 
surgents  in  rear  were  running  off  for  moderate  wages.    As  soon   as 

by  the  ways  along  which  they  had  ever  this  was  adjusted,  efforts  were 

come ;  and  the  infantry  now  advanc-  made  for  the  relief  of  those  unem- 

ing  upon  the  head  of  their  array,  the  ployed ;  fortunately  for  them jprioea 

whole   of   those   within    our   view  had   already   began   to  yidd,  and 

turned  and  fled,  policemen  from  out  there  wa.s  a  hope  that  business,  the 

of  the  ground,  or  some  equally  mys-  check  to  which  had  been  artifidaL 
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would    recover    in    a    short    time.        "Why  have  you  turned  back  so 

Meantime  the    burden    was   heavy  suddenly    from    the    chamber     of 

upon  most     The  masters  who  had  smoke  ?''  asked  Dr.  Manasse. 
least  to  complain  of  —  of  whom  I        "  Eh  !   how  ?"  I   exclaimed ;    "  I 

am  happy   to  say  that  my  friend  thought  I  was  in  the  railway  train.** 

Luscombe  was  one — smarted  to  an  What  in  the  world  had  happened? 

extent  from  which  they  could  not  Was    I    mad,    or    had    the    world 

recover  for   many    years.      Others  turned  upside  down?    There  were 

who  had    been  less  cautious  were  the  pipes  and  the  cushions.     I  ap- 

some    obliged  to    stop,   others    en-  peared   to  have  just    passed    back 

abled   to  keep  going   only   by  the  over  the  threshold  of  the  chamber 

sacrifice  of  their  property,  and  the  of  smoke.     Sheik   Omar    stood  be- 

suppression  of  all  the  grandeur  and  fore  me  bearing  coffee.     Good  hea- 

show    in   which     they    had    taken  ven!   it  was    exactly  the  scene   in 

so  much  pride.     As   for  the  work-  which    I    had    stood   last    summer 

men,    those    who    were    fortunate  before  the  stirring  events  occurred 

enough  to  get  work  were  glad  to  which  I  have  narrated  in  these  last 

give  over    their  idleness    and    dis-  two  chapters. 

soluto  living,  and  so  profit  by  the  "  Compose  yoiu*self.  I  am  en  rap- 
gad  ''experience  they  had  gone  port  with  you.  You  should  have 
through.  Those  who  were  still  remained  in  the  chamber.  Deign 
unemployed  desired  for  the  most  to  take  coffee.  It  is  refreshing," 
part  to  emigrate ;  but  having  no  said  the  doctor, 
means,  they  had  to  refer  their  wishes  "  Coffee  I"  I  exclaimed ;  **  why, 
to  societies  and  public  departments,  how  have  I  come  hither  again  ? 
who,  hoping  that  trade  would  How  can  the  evening  in  July  1872 
speedily  revive,  did  not  encourage  be  reproduced  when  I  have  lived 
the  workmen  to  expatriate  them-  on,  and  wearily  too,  till  the  spring 
selves.  Before  my  leave  came  to  of  1873  ?  Is  this  sorcery,  or  trick- 
an  end  the  worst  was  certainly  past  ery,  or  what  is  it  ?" 
Luscombe  said  he  didn't  think  he  **  I  had  the  honoiu:  to  tell  ^ou 
should  go  to  Scarborough  that  sum-  that  we  would  speak  of  the  prices 
mer  (I  don't  think  that,  with  their  and  the  labour.  Our  souls  have 
appearance  reduced  as  it  must  be,  conversed.  You  have  seen  what  is 
they  would  like  to  go,  even  if  he  possible;  but  perhaps  it  may  not 
could  get  away  from  his  mills),  but  dc.  You  are  informed." 
hoped  we  should  meet  again  some-  "  I  should  think  I  am,"  I  replied, 
where  before  long.  I  saw  with  hardly  knowing  what  I  said.  And 
pleasure  that  he  didn't  like  parting  now  I  ask  any  one  to  explain  to 
with  me ;  and  there  were  so  many  me  how  I  have  lived  on  to  Easter 
last  words,  and  expressions  of  1873,  while  the  rest  of  the  world 
anxiety  and  hopefulness  by  turns,  is  still  behind  in  the  summer  of 
that  I  had  hardly  the  time  necessary  1872.  We  have  men  of  science 
for  going  to  the  station.  However,  enough  ready  to  deal  with  all  the 
by  putting  the  horse  along  we  were  most  difficult  phenomena.  Will 
on  the  platform  just  as  the  train  any  of  them  solve  this  pro- 
was  moving  off*.  My  luggage  dis-  blem  ?  Will  the  British  Associa- 
appoared  in  a  trice  I  don't  know  tion  take  it  in  hand?  Will  any 
how.  The  guard  was  holding  the  reader  of  Maga  help  a  poor  devil 
door  open  for  me,  and  I  had  hardly  who    is    habitually    a    shunner    of 

time  to  spring  in  before mysteries,    but    is    fearfully    per- 

plexed  ? 
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THE  BRITISH   TOUIUST   IN    NORWAY.-CONX'LUSION. 

I  FIND  it  to  be  a  prevailing  opin-  is  sometimes  annoying  to  tho  wan- 
ion  ainonir  the  well-formed  and  dcrer  who,  having  seen  enough  of 
thoughtful  people  who  know  phy-  the  inhabitancy  of  tho  land,  wants 
sical  «:;eography  and  its  relation  to  to  get  into  its  solitudes.  There  ip, 
populution  over  the  surface  of  the  for  instance,  a  central  road^or  street 
globe  generally,  that  Norway  Ls  a  with  houses  on  either  side.  If  you 
thinl)--peoplcd  country.  I  am  pre-  diverge  among  them  to  the  right  or 
pared  to  contradict  this  opinion,  and  to  the  left,  still  house  after  house.  A 
to  expose  it  as  a  popular  delusion,  great  rock  rising  before  you  must  be 
True,  its  territory,  running  over  some  the  end  ;  but  when  you  turn  iU 
fifteen  dej»recs  of  latitude,  contains  corner  there  opens  a  narrow  gorge 
little  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  with  a  double  string  of  houses  hold- 
of  people.  If  you  say  that  it  is  ing  fast  as  it  were  by  the  steep 
scantily  peopled,  that  the  popula-  bank,  and  when  you  haye  reached 
tion  is  small  in  comparison  with  the  last  house  you  have  taken  your 
the  area  or  th»*.  total  of  square  miles,  own  last  step,  for  there  rises  over-  it 
— if  you  use  an  expression  that  bal-  a  process  of  crags  too  abrupt  to  giTe 
ances  the  population  with  the  sur-  you  any  hope  of  exit,  even  if  you 
fact — I  admit  the  use  of  any  term  nad  the  nimbloness  and  sure-footed- 
expressive  of  the  diminutiveness  of  ness  of  a  goat 

the  population.     But  to  indorse  the  These  houses   have  at  first  sigfat 

term  '*  thinly-peopled  "  would  be,  to  the  interest  that  all  noydty  has,  but 

use  a  favourite  expression  of  our  old  they   do  not  improve  on  acquaiat- 

friend   l)e  Quincey,  to  become  em-  ance.     They  are  of  wood  raised  oo 

ban-nsscd    by    "  illoj^icality    in    the  a  foundation   or  platform   of  stonei 

conditions.'*     On    the    contrary,    in  This    consists    in    great    boulders 

none  of  my  sojoumings  have  1  ever  brought  from  the  moraines.     There 

found  myself  in  a  country  so  thickly  is  nothing  to  mark  the  age  of  these 

peopled    as    Norway.      Where    the  buildings.     The  basement  of  atone 

people  are,  they  throng,  and  it  may  might  have  been  laid  down  Tiater- 

be  said  that  they  are  wherever  they  day,  or  may  have  supported  tne  hut 

can  find    accessil)le    standing-room,  of  one  of  the  Viking  warriors  ttat 

The   portion  of  the  country  that  is  infested  our  shores  in  the    eighth 

not  made  of  stone  in  almost  perpen-  century,  for  all  that  externals  rereaL 

dicular  masses  is   very   small,   but  Indeed    science    tells    us    that    the 

this  small  portion  is  well  Riled.     It  blocks   in   the  moraine  must  hare 

is  to  be  found  in  the  deltas  of   di-  lain  there  exposed  to  the  antiquat- 

luvium — narrow    strips    edging    the  ing  influences  of  time  for  the  un- 

lower    reaches    of    the    rivers,   and  counted  thousands  of  years  since  the 

broadening  when  they  join  the  sea  in  glacier  or  other  now  extinct  force 

some  Fiord.    Where  there  is  an  ac-  laid   them    down.    The    fir  planks 

cessible    sheltered   spot  up    in  the  raised  above    are    of    course   more 

mountains,  with    available    patches  ephemeral  stuff  than   the  boulders 

of  pasture  at  hand,  there  too  lives  a  of  the  moraines,  but  they  too  haTo 

group  of  people  crowded  together  in  a  touch  of  the  ancient  and  tho  storm- 

a  Gaard  or  conglomerate  of  fanu-  beaten  about  them ;  and  from  note 

houses— half  fortress,  half  village.  I  have  taken  of  the  condition  of  old 

This  populousness  of  narrow  plains  fmlir-work    in    the  churches    cf 
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Norway,  probably  to  be  afterward  difficulty,   and  what  he  may  deem 

referred  to,  it  would  not  surprise  me  an    outiay    of    skill    and    courage, 

if  archseolo^sts  should  bring  home  reached    some  halting-place  in  Uie 

a  high  antiquity  to  some  of  these  rough  ascent,   in  which  his  hands 

humble    log-houses.       I    think     it  are  as  useful  to  him  as  his  feet,  to 

likely  that  the  timbers  of  some  of  find  there  a  family  from  the  village 

these  houses  may  be  centuries  old,  far  down  below,  who  are  tempted 

and    that    others    are    ancient   by  by  a  scanty  harvest  of  grass  to  un- 

descent^  as  it  were,   in  having  the  dertake  the  labour  and  peril  of  its 

planks  renewed  from  time  to  time  removal 

as  t^ey  decayed ;  so  that  all  the  While  setting  down  these  remin- 
curious  arguments  about  the  identity  iscences,  I  find  the  peculiar  physi- 
of  the  oft-restored  ship  Argo,  might  cal  geography  they  refer  to  boldly 
be  repeated  in  the  question  whether  sketched  by  one  who  had  a  long 
such  a  house  is  or  is  not  that  which  experience  of  Scandinavian  travel ; 
originally  was  built  where  it  now  and  as  I  propose  to  draw  some  con- 
stands.  There  is  a  grim  air  of  age  elusions  of  possible  use  to  the  future 
about  these  hovels  that  would  give  sojourner  m  Norway  from  these 
them  an  interest,  but  for  one  un-  physical  peculiarities,  I  set  down 
pleasant  feature.  From  an  orifice  what  he  says  in  confirmation  of  m j 
in  the  wooden  part,  just  above  the  own  experience. 
stone,  and  of  course  below  the  floor 

Ojccupied    by  bipeds,    there    comes       <«  Rivers  of  great  volume  of   water,. 

forth  in  continuous  descent  a  valu-  but  generally  of  short  and  rapid  course, 

able  but  not  aesthetically  interesting  pour  Into  the  Fiords  from  the  Fieldo  or 

accumulation  of  organic  matter,  in-  ^}}S\  Uiblo-land   behind,   which   forms 

#..»»»:m«  k\y^  ^4,a^  K«.  /v#  i.«k*KulT>^^  the  body  or  mass  of  the  country.    It  Is 

forming  the  ^ser-by  of  mhabitancy  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^l,le  ^^  ^^  y,c 

by  quadrupeds.  borders  of  these  Fiords,  rivers,  and  tlie 

There  are  perhaps  few  or  no  cows  lakes  into  which    the   rivers    expand. 

to  be  seen  where  these  undoubted  that  tlie  populaUon  lives.    In  some  of 

AitABiAb'ons  of  their  existence  are—  ti»<»«    river-valleys    and    sea-valleys     a 

attemuons  ot  meir  existence  are—  ^^    .^  ^^^^  ^,  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  1^^^  j^ 

indeed  there  is  no  room  for  them  m  g^fy   found   here   and   there  in    many 

the  open  air.     But  some  scrambling  miles  of  country,  the  bare  rock  dipping 

among   the  surrounding  rocks  may  at  once  into  the  blue  water,  and  leaving 

reveal  the  reason  both  for  the  abund-  "<>  "^^^JZ  ^?i!iwHw;  «^.Uhi2^«r^ 

_*  ,  J  i.u       V  X  narrow  slips  of  inhabitable  arable  land 

anoe  of  houses  and  the  absence  of  g^tend  some  way,  but  are  hemmed  In 

perceptible  cattle.     If  there  is  any  behind,  on  the  otlier  side,  by  the  reeky 

track  up  among  the  rocks  sufficiently  ridges  which  form  the  valley ;  and  they 

distinct  to  deserve  the  name  of  foot-  are  seldom  Uwid  enough  to  admit  of 

^nmih     it  leaHn   in  Rmall    natrhe<i    of  ^^^  ">^*  ^^  "^^^^  farms,  or  even  of  two 

patb,   It  leaas  to  smau  patcnes  ot  j        ^^^^    ^^  ^^^  breadth  between  the 

grass  where  the   cattle  graze  occa-  bill-foot  and   the  water;   and  in   the 

sionally,  enclosed  by  high  walls  of  length  are  often  Interrupted  by  some 

rwdt,  which  preclude  escape  save  by  bare  prong  of  rock  jutting  from  the  ridge- 

the  footoath  that  leads  tU  home,  f^^  ^.V^lt^'U'  sll^'l'o^J^lr'SS^ 
Above  these  again,  m  spots  macces-  ^y  ^^^  ^^^  capable  of  culUvaUon 
sible  to  the  cattle,  are  patches  or  cither  with  spade  or  plough  has  been 
tufts  of  sweet  herbage,  which  the  cultivated  from  the  most  remote  times ; 
industrious  peasants  cut  and  carry  «nd  there  is  HtOe  room  for  Improve- 
down^  It  ia^etimes  indeed  an  nfe^^^fToy!'  o^ot  '^^trer^S^^o^r 
almost  startling  incident  to  the  loose  rocks  encumbering  tiie  soil,  that 
rambler,  when  he  has  with  extreme  opposes   human,  i&dnsl^     The    little 
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ft,Utc8,  not  avernjclng  fifty  acrea  each  of  tour.  The  usual  mode  of  traTeraing 
arable  land,  arc  densely  inhabited."*  the  land-routea  is,  however,  bj  post- 
Here,  then,  is  a  country  thoroughly  »°?:  Yu**'^*»  »  admirably  arranged  to 
destitute  of  some  of  the  stanSing  «"'*  **»«  ^J^*^  and  conrenience  of 
grievances  of  hhn  who  travels  in  the  J**«.^P^PI®  ^  (P-  fi)--whenca  the 
primitive  fashion,  with  his  staff  and  legitimate  mf a^nce  is,  that  the  water. 
Wallet  No  long  stretches  of  park  >*«"*««,  .«^  *»l«  P«>P«:  ^I'  for 
belonging  to  wayside  mansions,  no  pedestnans.  I  suspect  ttiat  the 
protract^  acrea^  of  turnips,  pota-  pedestaian,  if  he  is  ambitions  of 
toes,  and  wheat,  lying  between  him  more  than  mere  walks  or  rainblet 
and  that  glorious  mountain-land  ~»^  i»^  '^  ambitioos  of  traTeQh^  a 
which  beckons  him  onward  through  J«^  **"?^'^,  "')f  ^  ^^  "*^  •*  ^J 
the  dusty  endless  road.  All  is  close  5*>°»  ^^^  ^  ^?  ™"^.»  ^^J""™?"*  ™ 
at  hani-the  great  mountains  on  Norway  content  J^^lf  with  tb« 
the  one  hand,  the  deep  blue  waters  g^*  JV^r!'^^  ^  ^^  traditiooB  <rf 
on  the  other.  And  yet  I  would  **>«  ^^^  «**if  «^  ^^  «»^  ^ 
feel  remorse  of  conscience  were  I  to  ^PP®**"  ^  **»^«  J^^^  ™W^  •^ 
certify  Norway  as  that  paradise  of  dwgerous— somehmwj  not  to  be 
pedestrians  it  is  often  understood  to  ^""X  distinctly  traced  through  bop 
U  For  all  the  secondary  purposes  o*"  ^T®^  ^^  ««»lps  <>*  rock-^  in 
of  pedestrianism,  for  striy  devious  «""dry  other  respects  endowed  with 
wanderings  from  central  points  or  ^^  elements  of  the  adventoroaa 
more  systematic  expeditions  to  some  *"d  romanUc.  They  are  now,  how. 
cataract  or  gkcier,  there  are  inex-  ?^^  among  the  finest  highw^s 
fuiustible  resources  to  the  pedestrian,  *"  /'"rope.  True,  ^ey  have  stm 
-resources  of  which,  in  many  in-  f^^  l<>"»  »«»«^  »nd  descents,  tat 
«taaccs,  he  has  the  undisputed  mono-  ^**®  zigzagging  of  them  is  among  tbe 
poly.  But  I  question  if  Norway  is  wonders  of  the  world^  as  transemd- 
the  best  place  m  the  world  for  that  ent  specimens  of  the  engineering 
highest  development  of  the  enjoy-  ^""'^  **>**  '«  ^^^  .""^*!L"^f  ^ 
m^tof  the  young  pedestrian,  when  ^'»y  «^f  ^»*«  P^y^'^'j  difficulties  of 
•he  sets  forth  with  his  knapsack  on  '*«  «"^^f^^-  Then  m  the  toormg 
his  back  and  his  staff  in  his  hand,  «?*«*^"  ^f  J  «>»ds,  and  espedally 
and  wanders  for  weeks  with  no  other  **^.??«  stretches  most  nchly  cndwwd 
guidance  but  his  map  and  his  com-  ^ith  scenery,  are  a  thronged  tbor- 
rpass,  storing  up  an  affluent  harvest  oughfare  for  multitudes  of  cwi- 
if  teeming  Recollections  never  to  be  ^^  *"d  vehicles  more  ambitKras. 
lost  or  sighted,  though  his  future  These  are  not  such  features  that  the 
summers  meditative  pedestnan  would  spon- 
taneously select  as  lending  a  chum 
"  To  sucb  length  of  yemn  ahoald  to  his  adventures.     If  he  desire  to 

As  tS  ^y-whiteitHl  crow  th^t  letds  the  f?!*^?  ^^  »»  f  °^^  ™?"?^»  ^  *? 

diuigliig  rookerj  hone/'  life    he  has   left  behind    htm,   sad 

''  take  to  the  hill,**  after  the  €asMon 

Murray,  hi  his  'Knapsack  Guide  that  has  so  many  charms  for  the 

toNorway*— full  of  excellent  advice  wanderer    in    our  own    Highlands, 

about  posting,   though  silent  about  and  fortunately  in  many  other  re- 

the  knapsack  everywhere  but  in  the  gions,   my  experience  leads  me  to 

title  page— informs  us  that '' Norway  believe  that    he  will  find  insuper- 

is  capital  ground  for  a  pedestrian  able  difficulties,   and  these    in  the 

*  Lalug'g  Introduction  to  the  Chniniclr  of  the  Kln«w  of  Norway,  I.  108,  lOB. 
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pUces   where    deviation    from    the  — eyents    in    the.  signiOcance   and 

beaten  track  is  most  seductive.     It  grandeur  of  which  the  British  people 

is  probably  in  the  high  table-lands,  have  a  large  historical  participation. 

where  the  country  is  comparatively  It  was  from  these  Fiords,  and  from 

flat,  and  there  is  least  to  attract  the  beneath  the  shadow  of  their  mighty 

lover  of  scenery,  that  deviation  is  rocks,  that  in  times  long  past  the 

least  impeded.     It  is  not  easy  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  war-ships 

form  general  conclusions  about  all  sent  their  crews  first  to  plunder  the 

parts  of  so  vast  a  portion  of  the  coasts  of  Britain,  and  next  to  colo- 

earth^s  surface  as  Norway  covers,  nise  them,  so  as  to  found  the  great 

But  I  can  say  from  my  own  ex  peri-  race    over    which    Queen    Victoria 

ence,   that  at  points  severed  from  holds  rule. 

each   other— ^n    some    occasions  in        The    problem    sterns    a  puzzling 

latitude,  in  others  in  longitude— -by  one,  how  the  country  that  can  feed 

hundreds  of   miles,   I   have  found  but  a  million  and  a  half  of  people 

myself  utterly  baffled  in  attempts  should  have  supplied  us-  with  the 

to  deviate  from   the  highroad  and  larger   and   the  better  part  of  our 

penetrate  the  wall  of  rock  on  either  thirty  millions ;   but  the  whole  can 

side.    And  I  have  found  the  ditfi-  be  reconciled.     Let  us  approach  it  in 

cully  accompanied  by  an  incidental  grades^  from  smaller  instances  of  a 

feature  of  a  very  provoking  kind,  like  pnenomenon.     The  problem  in 

After  pursuing  for  many  a  mile  the  its  simple  form  is,  how  to  feed  more 

broad  road,  there  turns  off  from  it  people  than  the  ground  on  which 

a  lateral  path  of  the  most  attractive  they    stand    can    grow    food    for. 

character,  winding  up  through  the  There    are  two  separate  solutions: 

forest-girdle  of  the  mountain  under  the  one  is,  that  they  buy  their  food 

the  shade  of   great  trees.      When  from  without ;  and  the  other  is,  that 

you    have    followed  it  for    several  they  take  it  without  paying  for  it, — 

roOes,  behold  it  leads  you  up  to  a  and  this  is  the  alternative  we  have 

Gaard  or  a  mansion-house  nestling  to  deal  with. 

in  an  amphitheatre  of  great  preci-        The  Rookeries  in   the  old  towns 

pices,  which  frown  on  you  a  stem  are  now  well  known  from   Scott's 

prohibition  of  further  progress,  and  description   of    Alsace,   and  Victor 

8end  you  back  to  the  highway  in  Hugo's  imitation  of  it  in  his  *  Ndtre 

no  benignant  humour.     But  let  us  Dame.'      They     were     tribes     of 

cheer    up,   and   look  at   the  whole  people    that    sowed     not,    neither 

affiur  with  its  lights  as  well  as  its  did    they  spin,   but  they  occupied 

Khades,  and  then  will  the  true  lover  a  district  fortified  against  the  intrii- 

of  mountain  scenery  find  reason  to  sion  of  {he  law,  and  thenqe  they 

rejoice   at  that  dispensation  which  issued  from  time  to  time  to  plunder 

caused  the  waters  of  the  ocean  to  their  neighbours.     Let  us  look  to  a 

find    their  way  right  through  the  similar  establishment,   fresher    an() 

central  regions  of    this  great  cake  healthier  in  its  physical  condition, 

of  rock,  so  as  to  reveal   its  awful  whatever  we  may  say  of  its  moral — 

beauties  to  the  frequenters  of  those  the  Border-land  between   the  Kng- 

Mnooth    sheltered    waters    in    the  land  and  Scotland  of  the  sixteonth 

Fiords.  and  seventeenth  centuries.  Thoi^urse 

And    now  let  me    endeavour   to  of  barrenness  was  upon  it,  but  that 

show  how  these  grand  peculiarities  very  barrenness  was  made  a  source 

of  physical  structure  are  connected  of    wealth  by  the    ingenious    Bor- 

with   grand  and  memorable    events  derer,  for  it  made  his  abode  inac- 

in   the  history  of  the  human  race  cessible,  and  enabled  him  to  stock 
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his  larder  and  furnish  his  grim  peel-  land-locked  seas   of   Norvray   were 

house     Such  were  they  the  fastnesses  whence  thej  pounced 

upon   their  prey — the  impreniable 

"  ^roth"*''''  "'''  ^^''^  ^^  °"^**  retreats  to  which  they  returned  with 

From  Sngland  and  ftrom  Scotland  both/*  it      Mr.   Samuel    Laing,    the   elder, 

aptly  introduces  his  translatioii  of 

Take  another  and  more  eminent  in-  the  Norse  *  Chronicle  of  the  Kings 

stance.    Why  were  HighUnd  glens  of  Norway'  with  an  account  of  the 

of  old  populous  and  wealthy  ?    Be-  physical  geography  that  made  their 

cause    their    people    lived    on    the  adventurous    history    what    it    is. 

wealth  created  by  their  industrious,  q^^  p^ft  of  it  is  already  cited,  and 

plodding,  Lowland  neighbours.    Let  i^^^  ig  another  ;— 

us  mount  a  step  higher  still  in  the 

scale  of   robber  communities,  and       «mw     o      j»      i       ^    »      i-    

1^1,  «*  *K^  «i.-;«o  r.*  -.,:,.«7  ^^-^  The   Scandinavian    peninsula    con- 
look  at  the  chains  of  ruined  fort-  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^able  of  mountain-land, 

resses    along    the    banks    of    the  too  elevaUsd  in  general  for  culUvatioii, 

Rhine.     If  the  basaltic  terraces  of  or  even    for    the  pa<»turaffe  of    laige 

the  seven  mountains  provided  wine  herds  or  flocks  togijther  In  any  one 

f Ar  thfl  owners  and  their  ffArnQonR.  locaMty ;    and    although  sloping   gent(r 

lor  tne  owners  ana  wieir  g^son^  towards  the  Baltic  or  the  Sound  on 

It  was  doing  as  much  as  their  arid  the  Swedish  side,  and  there  soM^ptfUe 

stony  surfaces  could  be  expected  to  of    the    same    inhabitation    and    hoa- 

do.      The   filling  up   of    tne  other  bandry  as  other  sountries,  in  as  fto  as 

elements  of  wealth,  and  good  cheer,  2i'2ir«^«l?L!^in«i\'lJ^ 

J,    J,            -n                      X       J  Side — the  proper  country  or  tne  ifortli- 

and  lordly  munificenc^  were  forced  men-throwing  out  towards    the  tea, 

upon  the  humble  trader,  who  was  all  round,  huge  prongs  of  rocky  ana 

glad  to  compound  for  a  tax  or  toll,  lofty  ridges,  cither  toudly  bore  of  aoD 

and  so  sacrifice  a  percentage  of  his  or  covered  with  plnc-forests,  growliur 

gains  to  save  the  r^t  apparently  out  of  the  very  rock,  ana 

°    A     iu                  •        A         Ml        1  with  no  useful  soil  beneath  them.    The 

Another  expansive  step  will  real-  yaiicys  and  deep  glens  between  tiMM 

ise  to  us  Norway  and  its  Fiords  as  ridscs,  which  shoot  up  into  lofty  pia* 

a  great  maritime  stronghold — a  pro-  nacles,  precipices,  and  mountains,  are 

cess  of   vast  fortified  harbours  of  5»ed  at  the  lower  end  by  the  ocam 

*<.#..<.<.  ^i^.,\»4^A  /^«  *K«  .»«»».ui:»»  forming  Fiords,  as  these  Inlets  of  the 

refug^  calculated  for  the  assembhng  ^ea  are*  called,  which  run  fto  np  into 

and  sheltering  of  counuoss  tieets.  the    Und,    in    some  cases  a  hundred 

With  such  conditions  to  deal  with,  miles  or  more;  vet  so  narrow  thattho 

no  numbers  need  surprise  us.    A  stones.  It  is  said,  rolling  down  from 

fortified  town  sends  out  «my  irfter  1"^,?^-^ »  ^l^Tt^'^ftl'ttS 

army  of  some  fifty  thousand  men  gteep  overhanging  precipice  in  wbieh 

each,   because   it  is    the  gathering  tlie  slope  halrway  down  ends,  aems 

centre  to  which  they  converge  from  to  the  opposite  shore.    These  ¥iordt  bi 

distant     feeding-groundB.      Hence.  fZX^Tbn^n^^SS!^^ 

from  the  roadsteads,  so   meagrely  "li^^^       ^hut  in  oT^^ 

frequented    by    shippine    that    the  by  black  precipices  and  green  foteata, 

behests    of    the    Hntisn   pleasure-  and  with  nlr  wooded  idleU  slewing  on 

seeker  make  a  material  feature  in  the  bosom  of  the  water."— (P-  !«•) 
it    And    from    the    most   scantily 

peopled   territory   of    Europe,    are  Here  is  a  good  succinct  account  of 

poured  the  ships  in  thousands,  are  the  physical  features  that  made  to 

poured  the  warriors  in  hundreds  of  convement  a  watery  den  or  fortress 

thousands.     It  matters  not  where  for  the  sea-robbers  that  owned  kecla 

these  warriors  were  bom,  or  whence  in  thousands.    The  precision  of  the 

their  ancestors  had  migrated.    The  statement  is  at  once  recognised  by 
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the  yisitor  to  the  Fiords ;  and  to  com-  drawn  by  earlier  migrations  into 
plete  the  description  of  effectiire  naval  the  great  sea-fortress  whence  they 
shelter,  it  seems  merely  proper  to  note  could  issue  to  sweep  the  coasts  of 
that,  except  where  the  large  rivers  France,  Britain,  Ireland,  and  Spain, 
pour  into  them,  there  are  no  shal-  entering  the  Mediterranean,  to 
lows  in  the  Fiords.  There  the  small  do  in  Italy,  Sicily,  and  the  Bos- 
recesses  or  bays  where  the  light  ves>  phorus  much  as  they  pleased,  and 
sels  of  the  sea-rovers  might  bring-  crossing  the  Atlantic  till  they  found 
to  are  countless,  and  in  these  a  substi-  a  land  of  vines  somewhere  in  Ame- 
tute  for  moorage  might  be  found  by  rica.  Such  were  the  conditions,  his- 
securing  the  vessel  to  a  trunk  of  a  torical  and  physical,  that  put  fleets 
tree.  of  hardy  sea-warriors  into  the  hands 
Here,  then,  Nature  had  prepared  of  men  like  Harald  Haarfagre  (or 
everything  suited  to  give  protection  the  Fair-haired),  Ragnar  Lodbroc, 
and  assistEince  to  the  sea-rovers ;  but  Olave  the  Black,  Retyl  the  Flat- 
whence  came  they  ?  If  the  coasts  of  nosed,  Eric  the  Skull-cleaver,  and 
Europe  were  as  defenceless  as  they  others  with  names  of  a  like  express- 
were  in  the  ninth  century,  the  Nor-  fve  kind.  It  harmonises  with  this 
way  of  the  present  time  has  not  men  idea  of  the  availability  of  the  Fiords 
sufficient  in  number  to  trouble  them«  for  the  purposes  of  these  marauders. 
To  find  how  the  great  human  that  they  found  a  sort  of  outpost 
swarin  that  not  only  tormented  our  sea-fortress  in  a  line  of  coast  where 
coasts  but  thronged  them  with  colo-  the  same  physical  features  were  to 
nists  could  have  existed,  ethnolo-  be  found  on  a  smaller  scale— the 
gists  have  theorised  a  grand  emigra-  west  coast  of  Scotland  and  the  Heb- 
tioQ  ^m  the  Eastern  world.  But  rides.  Here  there  was  a  station 
is  that  necessary  ?  The  Roman  Em-  very  convenient  for  furthering  the 
pire^  in  its  aggrandisement  and  its  plans  of  the  Vikings.  It  not  only 
misfortunes,  created  great  pulsations  helped  them  in  their  inroads  in 
throii^out  the  population  of  north-  Scotland  and  the  north  of  England, 
em  Europe.  Charlemagne,  when  but  formed  a  base'of  operations  upon 
reconstructing  the  Empire,  enlarged  the  east  coast  of  Ireland,  where  they 
it  towards  the  north,  and  drove  great  established  a  lar^e  and  flourishing 
hordes  of  people  to  desperation,  colony.  And  it  is  curious  to  note. 
Among  the  typical  stories  of  history  that  as  the  wealth  brought  to  Nor- 
is  that  one  where  the  great  Emperor  way  by  the  enterprise  of  the  sea-ro- 
fell  a-erying  when  he  saw  the  white  vers  made  that  country  notably  rich 
sails  of  the  plundering  Northmen  for  a  period  far  down  through  the 
hovering  off  shore  in  the  Medi-  middle  ages,  so  it  would  appear  not 
terranean.  He  realised  at  once  only  from  traditions  but  from  ac- 
the  effect  of  his  hard  usage  of  counts  of  the  quantities  of  wine  and 
the  Saxons,  as  the  inhabitants  of  other  luxuries  consumed  in  the  six- 
North  Germany  were  called.  He  teenth  century  in  the  Western  Isles 
had  been  a  bad  father  to  them — ^had  of  Scotland,  that  they  also  long  re- 
driven  them  out  of  doors — ^and  they  tained  a  remnant  <^  what  we  would 
had  taken  to  the  highway,  like  ill-  call,  according  to  the  prejudices  of 
nsed  sons  not  endowed  with  super-  the  present  day,  **very  ill-gotten 
fluous  virtue,   and    the  water  was  gear." 

their    highway.     The    various    at-  These    Northmen    were    not   by 

tempts  to  make  strong  governments  nature  pirates  and  plunderers,  any 
In  northern  Europe  sent  forth  auxil-    more  than  we  are,  for  indeed  they 

iary  swarms  to  those  that  had  been  were  our  ancestors.     Also  it  must 
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bo  admitted  that  with  us  the  pirate  blood  that  America  can  boast  of.  Of 
spirit  dwelt  far  down  into  recent  the  residuary  population  left  to  lo- 
history.  Many  ugly  tricks  were  habit  the  rocky  cradle  whence  so 
played  on  the  *^  Spanish  main/*  vast  a  family  had  swarmed  ofl^  we 
which  was  a  sort  of  Hounslow  Heath  have  the  following  brief  expressive 
of  the  sea,  notorious  for  acts  of  law-  account  in  the  words  of  the  yener- 
less  rapine.  These  were  rife  in  the  able  Orcadian,  to  whose  practical 
days  of  the  buccaneers ;  and  down  to  sagacity  and  long  experience  of 
the  period  of  Anson's  achieyements  Scandinavian  life  we  have  been  al- 
Jt  was  difficult  for  a  strong  ship  to  ready  indebted : — 
resist  the  temptation  to  pick  a  quar- 
rel with  one  belonging  to  another  *'Thc  extent  of  every  little  property 
nation,  if  it  wore  weak  in  fighting-  has  been  settled  for  a^jes,  and  want  of 
power  and  carried  a  rich  cargo,  foil  and  space  prevenU  any  iiltenitioii 
o.,*  ^^  k«-«  «/x*  ^«««  -11  ♦!>;-  -Sr^  1^  ^»®  extent,  and  kccpa  U  within  tbe 
«ut  we  have  got  over  all  this.     We  unchangeable  boundarlSi  of   rock   and 

are  the  repressers  of  all  injustice  and  water     It  is  highly  interesting  to  look 

tyranny  on  the  sea,  and  our  commer-  at  these  original  little  family  estates  of 

cial  enterprise  is  supreme,  penetrat-  the  men  who  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 

ing  to  the  utmost  extremities  of  the  f  ^"Z?*^?  ^1*^*^  ?2  ^^^^  *  I** 

ri.i/   •••^^""."^^^'^J*^'"*'*^''^*  *"''  in  the  finest  countries  in  Europe— who 

oartn.     nny  is  it,  then,  that  those  were  the  orldn  of  the  men  and  events 

descendants  of  our  common  ances-  we  see  at  tlik  day— and  whose  descen- 

tors,  who  remained  in  their  old  sea-  dants  are  now  seated  on  the  tlinnMa 

fortress,  failed  to  become  like  us^  Wi^',SSS^a^ne^w"SS?i^^^^  ISilS 

numerous,    enterprising,   and   rich  f  arrangements  foJ  themselves.    The  sitea 

Simply  because  they  had  not  stand-  and  even  the  names  of  the  little  oatatet 

ing-room.     The   very  physical  con-  or  gaards  on  which  these  men  were 

ditions  that  made  them  the  terror  of  ^^m  remain  unchangtsd,   in  many  In- 

the  world  in  lawless  days  were  «„-  rtSroM^~JietS4^rSS 

suited    tor    the    nounshment  of    a  century  may  reasonably  bo  aupposed, 

population    increasing    in    numbers  in  a  country  in  which  the  land  la  en> 

and    in    wealth.     Commercial    pro-  tailed  by  udal  right  upon  the  family,  to 

sperity   demands    something    more  ^^l^^"^'  tc^S^^^'^^^TS?^ 
than  sea-room.     It  demands  store  French  and  NewcasUe  market,  instead 
rooms    and    manufactories    on    the  of  in  conquering  Normandy  and  North- 
land ;  and  when  by  reason  of  these  umberland."  * 
store-rooms  and  manufactories  men 

have  become  wealthy,  they  demand  There  is  something  of  a  novel  fai- 

a  broad  area  for  the  enjoyment  of  terest  in  this  population,  existing  on 

their  wealth  in  gardens,  parks,  and  the  face  of  a  vast  territory,  yet  nhoi- 

other  outward  and  visible  signs  of  dered  by  great  barriers  of  stone  firam 

affluence  and  power.    None  of  these  spreading  over  its  surface,  or  fln&g 

were  for  the  Northmen  at  home ;  and  any  place  for  increasing  numbers. 

therefore,  as  the  rise  of  the  great  It  is  a  social  condition  &at  has  not 

powers  suppressed  their  marauding  received  sufficient  consideration  firam 

expeditions,  gradually  the  great  bulk  the  economists,  political  and  soeftU. 

of  them  settied  on  fruitful  territories  Malthus  gained  a   reputati(m    that 

in  Germany,   Britain,  and   France,  had  in  it  something  of  the  awiul 

tiVen  yet  they  are  on  the  move,  draft*  when  he  proved  by  diagram  thst  in 

ing  emimnts  to  the  United  States,  the  civilised  communities  of  Europe, 

where  they  will  make  about  the  best  while  population  increased  in  some- 

Ibid.,  p.  109. 
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thing  like  geometrical  ratio,  the  in-  gret  and  be  ashamed  of,  that  our 
crease  of  the  means  of  subsistence  tourists  are  doing  their  utmost  to 
grudgingly  crept  onwards  in  arith-  spoil  this  fine  people.  Perhaps  their 
metical  ratio ;  so  thus  the  time  was  utmost  is  not  much,  for  a  high- 
not  far  distant  when  there  would  spirited  independent  race  will  not 
be  a  ^*  surplus  population,'*  and  this  at  once  be  converted  into  showmen 
meant  people,  in  thousands  or  mU-  and  lackeys.  But  there  are  always 
lions  as  it  might  be,  who  had  no-  some  that  are  open  to  the  tempta- 
thing  to  eat,  and  who,  starving,  must  tions  of  unwortny  gains,  and  the 
die.  The  diagrams  were  fallacious  polluting  matter  leaves  its  loath- 
by  reason  that  human  beings  can  some  tnick,  like  a  gutter  passing 
onlv  be  where  they  are  for  the  time,  through  a  green  meadow.  I  never 
each  of  them  a  unit  in  his  place,  noticed  any  of  its  fatal  influences  on 
while,  the  food  they  may  be  fed  with  the  adult  population.  There  is  the 
can  be  brought  from  everywhere,  hospitality,  the  friendliness,  the  "an- 
But  still  the  human  being,  to  be  at  c'ent  faith  that  knows  no  guile,'*  the 
his  ease,  requires  a  certain  amount  honest  eye  that  is  never  caught 
of  space  available  to  him  at  his  watching  with  a  greedy  wolfish  side- 
will  ;  and  here,  though  the  space  ex-  glance  the  hand  that  may  be  seeking 
ists  in  enormous  superabundance,  it  out  the  coin.  But  I  noticed  evil 
is  not  available.  symptoms  among  the  young,  and  it 
The  migration  from  Norway  to  is  on  these  only  that  the  contami- 
America  is  large,  but  it  is  not,  as  nation  of  the  tourist  mob  has  had 
in  Ireland,  impulsive  and  in  mobs,  time  to  operate.  The  Norwegian 
Yet  there  is  a  small,  continued,  uni-  nature  will  not  take  to  docile  civility 
form  procession  of  those  who  find  and  subserviency,  like  your  Italians 
insufficient  elbow-room  in  the  old  and  Swiss,  who  have  been  accus- 
country.  They  pass  through  Britain,  tomed  from  generation  to  generation 
and  one  cannot  help  wishing  that  to  minister  to  the  humours  of  the 
thej  would  stay  with  us — a  more  wealthy  and  capricious  stranger.  I 
wholesome  new  blood  could  not  be  saw  enough  among  the  boys  at  the 
distributed  among  our  population,  post  and  steamboat  stations  to  show 
Indeed  it  somewhat  humbles  a  native  that  they  are  likely  to  grow,  by  rea- 
of  Britain  to  see  them  on  their  own  son  of  the  temptations  they  are  sub- 
ground.  The  physical  or  geological  ject  to,  into  vicious  and  dangerous 
conditions  that  limit  the  amount  men.  They  demand  money  loudly 
of  population,  and  require  that  the  and  fiercely.  The  amount  generally 
growing  surplus  be  removed  as  it  specified  is  small,  no  doubt ;  how- 
grows,  absolutely  exclude  contamin-  ever,  it  may  increase  with  the  growth 
ating  mixtures  from  intruding  races,  of  the  persecutors.  If  the  highly- 
We  nave  among  us  men  like  these  distinguished  Stor  Enelander  may 
Norwegians — tall,  broad-shouldered,  in  general  pass  excused  from  a  know- 
aboanaing  in  muscle,  blood,  and  ledge  of  the  amount  of  cash  de- 
bone — but  unfortunately  we  have  manded,  a  Scotchman  will  hardly  be 
beings  of  another  kind  in  the  slums*  justified  in  mistaking  the  meaning 
of  our  cities,  and  also  in  the  huts  of  of  ^*  gee  me  een  phenning."  There 
our  agriculturists.  In  the  men  of  is  none  of  the  mendicant  whine  in 
the  western  coast  of  Norway  one  the  request ;  in  fact  it  is  a  demand, 
recognises  at  once  the  same  family  On  its  being  refused  or  ignored,  I 
that  are  the  old  stock  of  the  eastern  have  heard  on  occasion  an  outburst 
side  of  Britain,  from  the  Humber  to  of  filth,  ribaldry,  and  blasphemy 
Caithness.     It  is  a  thing  both  to  re-  uttered  in  the  very  purest  of  English 
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and  altogether  with  a  style  that  growth  of  diseased  social  refinement 
would  do  credit  to  Whitochapel.  and  should  ho  annihilated  as  our 
This  is  the  mark  of  their  presence  grandparents  annihilated  powder- 
that  young  English  gentlemen  have  puffs,  pomatum  patches,  and  the 
left  among  these  boys.  I  was  about  enamdling  of  the  skin.  Perhaps  a 
to  call  it  the  impression  left  upon  Commission  should  be  sent  to  Nor 
their  minds,  but  that  would  be  wa^  to  collect  eyidence,  and.  report 
wrong.  I  am  comfortable  in  the  It  is  said  that  the  promiscuousness 
reflection  that  the  creatures  had  no  of  Korse  life  nourishes  purity  of 
consciousness  of  the  meaning  of  the  thought,  whence  comes  morality  of 
words  they  used ;  and  here,  by  the  conduct ;  but  it  is  also  said  that 
way,  I  am  reminded  of  instances  statistics  point  the  other  way.  We 
where  the  boys  took  a  way  of  their  shall  never  know  the  truth  \n  this 
own  for  expressing  their  sentiments  country,  after  the  fashion  of  l^pti- 
— no  other  than  the  very  distinct  mate  knowledge,  imtil  we  hare  it  all 
one  of  stoning.  I  experienced  the  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parfia- 
practice  in  more  than  one  place  ;  ment  in  a  blue-book,  disported  in  a 
but  the  severest  attack  was  m  the  shower  of  paragraphs  in  the  news- 
neighbourhood    of    the    far-famed  papers. 

Naaze  of  Norway.  A  blow  from  Meanwhile,  to  the  solitary  wan- 
any  of  their  lumps  of  granite  might  deror  who  can  easily  dispose  of  1dm* 
have  been  serious,  but  they  did  not  self,  it  becomes  matter  of  wonder 
know  how  to  throw  a  stone  ;  they  how  some  classes  of  our  tourists 
heaved  it  upwards  from  the  palm  of  get  over  the  difficulties  of  the  do- 
the  hand,  instead  of  discharging  it  mestic  contrasts  they  have  to  en- 
with  the  full  force  of  the  arm  from  counter.  For  instance,  yoa  skill 
between  the  thumb  and  two  neigh-  see  a  new  timber  hotel  run  up  dur- 
bouring  fingers :  and  they  seemed  ing  the  winter  and  spring,  throi^ 
exceedingly  astonished  to  receive  in  the  forcing  influence  of  an  unpreee^ 
return  a  rapid  discharge  of  small  dented  swarm  of  tourists  that  had 
shot,  after  the  method  pursued  in  settled  down  on  the  spot  in  the  pre- 
our  school  stone-bickers  of  old.  cecUn^  season.  There  is  a  beeaaful 
In  those  social  customs  by  which  simphcity  in  the  cubicular  organiW' 
the  two  sexes,  male  and  female,  are  tion.  One  door  gives  entrance  to 
either  separated  or  not  separated  some  half-dozen  of  bedrooms,  eitlier 
from  each  other,  the  Norse  folk  in  a  row  or  coming  back  to  tbe  en- 
differ  from  us.  This  difference  has  trance- door  in  a  circle.  Now  there 
been  long  proclaimed  by  travellers  have  been,  and  probably  still  are, 
in  Scandinavia,  and  becomes  imme-  conditions  in  which  such  an  ar- 
diatel^  obvious  to  the  stranger  so-  rangement  may  be  very  valoable. 
joummg  there.  If  we  are  on  the  Take  the  instance — now  matter  of 
wrong  side  of  the  difference,  our  de-  the  past — when  the  anxioua  eiec- 
feet  comes  under  the  reproach  of  tion  agent  has  a  handful  of  sUpnery 
prudery  ;  and  if  the  others  are  on  voters,  who  are  to  be  dispoeed  oi-for 
the  wrong  side,  it  comes  imder  any  the  night,  in  so  advanced  a  stage  of 
term  you  may  be  pleased  to  select  as  intoxication  that  there  is  no  clHUice 
Mitithetic  to  prudery.  On  which  of  any  exercise  of  free-will,  for  a  few 
side  the  deficit  in  the  balance  stands  hours ;  yet  when  these  hours  eacpire 
is  perhaps  of  all  the  more  conse-  there  may  be  an  escape^ — whel  so 
quence,  Uiat  in  these  days  there  are  convenient  as  that  uie  shepherd 
pnrophets  proclaiming  that  our  fas-  should  take  his  rest  at  the  entrance 
tidiousnoss,  or  prudery,  is  a  rank  to  the  fold  ?     The  suite^iterally 
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entitled  to  that  name — the  suite  of  they  will-  be  made  clear  at  some 
apartments  might  be  well  adapted  time  or  other.  Meanwhile  a  para- 
to  accommodate  a  body  of  mild  doxical  friend  suggests  the  broad 
lunatics  taking  an  excursion  under  solution  that  the  Norse  people  don't 
keepers.  So  also  it  might  be  ad-  undress.  I  could  not  nelp  admit- 
i^ted  to  the  pupils  of  a  small  board-  ting  that,  in  the  clothing  of  the  men 
ing-school,  male  or  female,  travel-  in  the  interior,  there  is  something 
ling  under  tutorial  superintendence,  that  seems  to  fit  with  ludicrous  pre- 
But  suppose  there  tumble  in  some  cision  into  this  theory.  The  exte- 
evening,  one  by  one  and  two  by  rior  visible  surface  is  generally  of 
two,  a  party  finally  consisting  of,  leather,  close  fittine  and  hard.  Its 
say,  one  unprotected  female,  a  mother  surface  seems  to  have  caught  ac- 
and  two  daughters,  a  couple  of  male  cumulated  smearings  of  various 
students,  a  commercial  gent,  and  an  kinds,  which  long  rubbing  against 
aged  invalid  male  person,  with  an  the  world  and  beating  against  the 
attendant  who  has  to  parade  the  wind  has  hardened  down  into  a 
house  three  or  four  times  during  the  sort  of  shining  varnished  crust  or 
night,  preparing  possets  and  heating  dirty  enamel.  As  an  alternative,  it 
flannels  for  the  martyr !  may  bo  compared  to  the  shell-cover- 
in  fact,  however,  the  unprotected  ing  of  some  large  dusky  crustacean, 
male  in  Norway  is  scarcely  in  better  You  cannot  doubt  that  it  would  re- 
stead  if  ho  procure  a  separate -sleep-  sist  any  attempt  to  escape  from  it, 
ing^lace.  The  presence  within  it  and  that  if  an  effort  were  made  to 
of  many  articles  for  household  use  peel  it  ofi^  it  would  break  rather 
suggests  to  him  that  it  may  occa-  than  yield.  Shall  we,  then,  concur 
sionally  be  liable  to  invasion,  and  in  the  view  of  our  paradoxical  friend, 
he  looks  for  a  fastening,  but  finds  that  these  raiments  are  only  remov- 
none.  His  anticipations  are  fulfill-  ed  when  the  death  of  their  inmate 
ed — ^persons  of  the  female  sex,  of  any  renders  it  desirable  that,  if  practi- 
age,  walking  into  his  chamber  at  cable,  they  should  be  transferred  to 
any  hour  and  transacting  their  own  his  son  and  successor  ? 
business  there,  as  if  it  were  a  dairy  Let  us  now  turn  from  the  outer 
or  a  laundry.  The  natural  inference  to  the  inner  man,  and  look  at  the 
from  these  conditions  is,  that  the  character  of  the  Norseman  in  his 
human  being  in  a  state  of  decompo-  relation  to  those  practices  which  are 
sition  as  to  raiment  is  not  so  start-  characterised  tL\  conviviality,  good- 
ling  and  oSbnsive  a  phenomenon  as  fellowship,  inebriety,  drunkenness, 
it  is  held  to  be  with  us.  And  yet  and  by  other  terms  dropping  from 
I  have  heard  young  men  say,  tnat  the  eulogistic,  or  at  least  the  toler- 
when  following  home  customs,  and  ant,  down  to  the  denunciatory,  often 
consequently  caught  in  a  very  un-  more  by  reason  of  the  temper  of  the 
presentable  condition  by  a  sudden  speaker  than  the  real  character  of 
opening  of  the  door,  the  obtru-  the  act  he  describes.  We  are  inter- 
sive  nymph  would  start  and  rush  estcd  in  this  matter,  both  because 
forth  with  a  shriek  that  might  do  comparisons — more  odious  than  the 
credit  to  any  lady^s-maid  who,  in  average  of  comparisons — ^have  been 
a  hotel  or  a  strange  mansion,  has  made  between  our  own  sins  in  this 
opeued  by  accident  the  wrong  bed-  shape  and  those  of  the  Norwegians, 
room  door.  and  also  because  it  is  maintained 
I  don't  consider  myself  respon-  that  those  who  know  the  way  to 
sible  for  the  solution  of  these  incon-  cure  this  defect  in  human  nature 
gruitios.     If  they  are  worth  solving,  have  taken  strong  steps  for  a  cure 
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in  Norway,  and  have  been  successfuL    one  in   a  hi^li   fever   towards  sach  a 
Astounding   revelations  were   made    mixture,  tend*  to  favour  the  delusion 

in  the  amusing  and  instructive  nar-    e^'„^ -HV^aS?"*^  ^^  ^^^  """^  ^'^'^ 
rative  of  Mr.  Henry  Inglis,  published 

in   1829.     Here  follow  some  speci-        *'  Hearing  of  a  man  who  had  died  at 
mens  of  them  : —  Bixtv-Bix,  I  one  day  said  in  companv  that 

he  had  hod  a  reasonable  leafte  of  life. 


-  At  half  after  eight  we  were  called  to  ,^^^,^^5  Z^^«*Jl?f  !^^!  n?th^S^SS 

HiipiHjr,  which,  fronfuie  dishes  that  com-  ^  ??^°'  ^»®  S**^*!*'  *'*'°*®  5'  IJ**^"*  ^^ 

posid    t,  might  have  been  mistaken  for  *  p^^  consaerably  pawed   the   grand 

dinner.  ^We*^  had  fish,  flesh,  and  fowl,  ?!  r^^j^Sn'jjTn'^iw 'i^l^ 

vcgetobles  and  pancakla.    This  lost  dish  ^^^J^^J  Jf^^J^  ^^^}y  .^Z^^*th«t  2?^^ 

islktcn  in  Noi^ay  with  preserved  cher-  l^^J  thS^Vo  JL^nf  ^i^Jilf  f!lw 

rics  between   each    layer  of   pancakes,  fmong  the  Norwegians  who  most  fredy 

which  are  made  as  thin  m  wafcfs^  There  ^?;?,»*»^<^  ^^^^^^  "^  «'  ^™?^^  ^^  ^  »™P«»- 

is  a  great  difference  In  the  com-bmndy  f *^l^i?^  ^^^Ti  T^  ""'  "**^  common 

that  &  made  in  dlfferentiMirte  of  Norway,  indications    of  Intomperancc    which   in 

iKith   In   flavour   and   itrength.      ThJt  ^^S^^^\  arc   easily  ^^scemlble    lo   the 

wlilch  I  drank  at  supper  was  Ss  strong  as  countenances   of    hard    drinkers ;    and 

Uic  best  English  gin;  and  It  was  t?uly  when  a  Norwegian  is  toaslnpr  over  hUca^ 

surprising  to  wltnSw  the  quantity  takeS  f  ^^^dJ'  ^\  \»  "^^^  P"^^!^  ([^™  ^Tlf^T" 

by  the  m^e  branehes  of  the  farallv.    The  i«;j»^»P  f  "<1.  \«>'«  ^\,^^  »?a«»'  ^^^ 

old  man  diank  three  cups  of  ft,  each  does  so,  thinking  all  the  whUe  that  thm 

holding  more,  by  at  least  one-half,  than  a  ^  Poi«on  In  the  cup ;  on  the  contrary,  he 

olaret.gla8S.^Few  Uilngs  Indeed  strike  consclcnUously  believes   tliat   hi   everr 

tlie  traveller  in  these  parU  more  forcibly  f  "^P  ^^^^f""  *  ^~P  «'  *»>«  ffr'V^'  J* 

than  the  vast  c.>nsumptlon  of  this  spirit ;  ^«  certainly  not  f rom  anv  11  «ffectsjPfO- 

:uul  however  expensive,  or  however  un^  f  "j^^J  "!>««  "»?  ?«^^^5  «'  H*®  Norwcjaan, 

favouiublc  to  moml  habits,  the  excellent  |>,"^  {f"*"^  the  injury  done  to  his  ixjcke^ 

health  which  the  people  enjoy,  and  the  J»^»,^  ^^^  "^^  'i'J'^v  ^  ^a'^^\}''      n  T 

threat  age  to  whlcrthcy  In  general  live,  ^  ^«  reprobated.    Nor  does  it  usually  in 

hcarcelv  bear  out  the  physiologist  In  hli  ^""^.^y^  "  *"  f"^"^  S?.?^**m™  ^^'""^T* 

denunciation  against  spli^ituou?  liquor  as  «»d  to  other  vices.    The  Norwegian,  in 

injurious  to  the  constWuon.    This  old  ^^  cups    does   not   seem   dl*|H*»ied   to 

Tellemarken  farmer  was  sevcnty-f our ;  ^^«^"S«    »**  occupation  for  flglillng    or 

and  although  he  seemed  that  ago,  yet  he  "^^y  »P«J^?f  <>'  intemperate  folly  or  vice; 

was  wliat  we  should  call  a  liSlthy  and  ^".^  ^  ^?"r*Ku"*'?*^y?K'^7l**  "l*?""  *T 

liale  ohl  man.    He  said  he  had  all  his  life  F«e  an  Inhabitant  of  ihe  sister  isle  and  a 

enjoyed  good  health,  and  he  ascribed  this  frequenter  of  Donnybrook,  than  the  spec- 

ill  a  great  measure  to  his  excellent  com-  ^^^^  ^^f  ''''''^^  ?'  drunken  Norwcgtons. 

bmndy.    The  old  woman  had  seen  her  P"nf»>  \»  '^  '"j^^S'^*,,'''.  K^^^'n/^Jl  ^^H 

:.evcntv.elghth  year,  and  although  blind,  ^eglan  Is  so  fond,  that  »»e  will  drink  it 

.he  enjoySl  go6d  hialth,  and  dlS  not  dd  S^^Vm^.^^u^^  ^^^'^  *?^'^^^*,  *  *^  ^it 

dine  her  owh  more  modirate  share  of  the  ^^  ^'J^**  ^i^^^-    i  recollect  dining  witii 

JUir  ri/t*.'»-P.  103.1  ^  f^y  ?/  Norwegians  In  Holmcstran^ 

when,  after  one  of  the  party  had  drunk 

of  the  country,  and  died.     His  brother 

w;is    asked    if    the  deceased   had   got  But  the   Norwegians  of    that    day 

brandy  and  pepper     » Yes  '  replied  he  ;  ^^^^^  ^^^  p^^g  ^j,^  flowing  bowl  in 

^nd   yet   he    died.       *  Ah,'    said   the  t_  i.  •             *  j  'x        li        i_ 

brothcf  of  the  dead  man,   *  If  he  had  what  is  counted  its  nobler  shape  :— 

iMily   dnink   it   faster,  he   would  have 

lived.*    If  a  man  recover  from  a  fever,  "The  ]>arty  to   the  country  consisted 

it  is  the  brandy  and   pepper  that  lias  of   twelve,  and  was   conveyed   in  two 

nccompllshed  the  cure ; — If   he  die,  he  carriages,  and  four  horses  to  each.     The 

lias  not  taken  enough  of  it;    and  the  circumstances   of    tills   excursion  liave 

natural  dUlncllnatlon  which  Is  felt  by  left    little    recollection     behind;     and 
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when    I    tell    the    reader    that    forty  is  attributed  to  the  coercive  acts  of 

hotUes  ot  Bounleaux  made  into  bishop  ^   strong  and   paternal  government 

were  drunk  by  twelve  persons,  my  for-  ri.ii      i.  /L*     ^      •  ^  •    •     x 

jretfulness   may  possibly  be  ittrfbuted  ^^  ^^  look  at  this,  for  it  is  mstruc- 

to  a  wrong  cause ;  and  indeed,  if  I  hod  tive,  about  the  capacity  of  the  State 

talcen  m^  twelftli  part  of   these  forty  to  deal  with   such   difficulties,   and 

botUes,  It   would    scarcely   have   been  the  limiU  of  that  capacity, 

consistent  with  the  veracity  of  a  travcUer  PoHce  imnedimGnts  in  the  wav  of 

to  have  denied  the  accuracy  of  the  con-  ,  f  ?".^®  impeaimenis  m  ine  way  oi 

elusion."— P.  58.  obtaining  intoxicants  are  very  con- 
spicuous to  every  one  who  travels  in 
Norway,  and  here  is  an  instance  of 

Leaving  the  wine  to  take  care  of  their    effect  while    they  were    yet 

Itself,  Mr.  Inglis  suggested  the  strong  fresh,  and  ingenuity  had  not  found 

hand  of  the4aw  as  a  remedy  for  the  the  way  to  baffle  them  :— 
common  form  of  intemperance : — 

"  Private    stills   are    forbidden,    and 

"  To  the   lower  orders,  who  do  not  spirits   are  only  allowed  to  bo  sold  in 

distil,  the  cheapness  of  corn-brandy  is  the   towns.     Public    morals    have    no 

a  great  curse.    The  use  of  coffee  is  pro-  doubt  gained   in   consequence,  though 

hlbltcd  In  Sweden.    Tobacco,  It  is  said,  the  traveller  at  times  is  put  to  incon- 

has  lately  been  interdicted  by  the  head  venlence.     The  small  stock  of   spirits 

of  the  celestial  empire.    What  country  which   I   had   brought   with   me   from 

will  set  the  example  in  prohibiting  the  Chrlstlanla   being:  consumed,    I   endca- 

usc   of   poison  In  the  shape  of  cheap  vored  to   have   it  replenished   at  8un- 

jipirlt?" — P.  204.  dalesoeren,  but  learned  that  nothing  of 

the  kind  could  be  procured  nearer  than 

Christlansund.     This  was   very    Incon- 

Thcse  experiences  are  now  nearly  vcnlent,  for  the  labour  and  exposure  to 

half  a  century  old.     It  is  said  that  J^^l^V  a  traveller  or  sportsman  Is  sub- 

•11  :«  «rv™r  «i>«« A  :«  ♦v^o.  ^:.»^*:^«  jcct  in  this  country  make  the  stimulus 

all  is  now  changed  in  the  du-ection  '^^  ^  ut^g  mountoli-dew  very  acceptoble 

of    amendment      It    may    be    so ;  to  the  wearied  frame. 

there  has  been  improvement  in  such  **In   this   strait,  I   heard   talk    of  a 

matters  among  ourselves,  and  there  recent  wedding  In   the   neighborhood. 

may  be  like  or  greater  improvements  L^tfbJ.'tUc  r'2he*1?o.^""of  7^^:^ 

m   Norway.     I    can   give   none  but  Drawing   the   peasant   on   one   side,  I 

negative    testimony    to     the    point  made  iJm  understand  the  object  of  my 

The  casual   rambler   is  seeking  his  errand.     At  flret  the  answer  was  that 

own  pleasure,  not  acting  the  inqui-  \i  "^^  i?''^*^.,*™P?^^^^®*k  U  '^*\^*'"S 

't.                    1         i.      •  A           I  the  small  cask  which  he  had  purchased 

sitor  or  moral  anatomist ;  and  very  j^  ^he  town  was  not  empty,  but  then 

dismal  depths    of  iniquity,  as  well  to  sell  It  was  'imod  loven '—contrary 

as    sublime    emanations    of    virtue,  to    law.     And    then    the    neighbours 

may  fail  to  catch  his  eye.     I  can  J'^^Jd  hear  of  It,  and    he  would  be 

only  recaU  to  memory  a  good  deal  f,^  eyo^uy 'enTed'"  V°^y  pS 

of  jollity   or  conviviahty,  but  very  certain     Norwegian     coins     into     my 

little  drunkenness.  friend's    hand,    and  returning   with    ii 

Let  us  admit,  however,  that  there  bottlef  ul  of  brandy  In  my  pocket"* 
has  been  a  great  amendment ;    let 

us  call  it  a  great  ^^  revival  of  so-  This  touching  narrative  recalls 
briety,'*  a  term  certainly  admissible,  the  sensation  of  reading  the  turn- 
since  men  must  have  been  sober  be-  ing-point  in  a  romance  when  the 
fore  they  knew  how  to  distil  or  fer-  evil  genius  is  subdued  by  the  good 
ment  The  interestinj;  point  for  home  angel,  and  all  put  to  rights.  One 
example  is,  that  the  blessed  result  cannot  but  sympathise  with  the  ex« 


*  The  Oxonian  in  Norway,  1. 1?2, 173  (1856). 
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pert  achiever  of    the  tilled   bottle,  elated  itself  with  another  pecaliarity 

Hut  what  is  the  moral  of  the  tale  — that  hotels    in    Norway  are  not 

in  its  reference  to  the  laws  for  the  generally  licensed  for  the  consamp- 

suppression  of  intemperance  among  tion  of  distilled  liquors.     Perhaps 

the  Norwegian  people  ?    A  foreigner  there  may  be  some  reason  for  this 

succeeds  in  diverting  to  his  own  use  as  a  regulation  for  police  purposes ; 

a  portion  of  the  liquid  intended  for  but  if  it  is  intended  to  preTOot  the 

home  consumption,  and  it  is  not  the  frequenters  of  the  hotels  from  fol* 

home  consumption,   but  the  inter-  lowing  their  own  inclinations,  it  is 

forence  with   it,  occasioned  by  the  not  effective. 

stranger^ s  success,  that  is  a  crime        I  was  amused,  however,  by  the 
to  be  punished.      It  may  be  noted,  startling  influence  of  the  diseoyery 
too,    that    in    thus    restricting    the  of  this  peculiarity  on  a  member  of 
means    of   joviality  at  a    marriage  a  jolly  profession.     Expressing  his 
festival,   this  author,  who  prefixes  indignation  against  it,  and  his  ezul- 
reverend  to  his  name,  acted  signally  tation   in    his    triumph  oyer  it,    I 
in  contrast  with  the  example  set  by  asked  him    what  he  did.     **  What 
his  sacred  Master.    But  Norse  ideas  did  I  do  ?     I  ran  back  to  the  steamer 
on  conviviality  are  large  and  liberal,  and  bought  three  bottles  of  brandy 
and  he  might  console  himself  with  from  the  steward.**    The  calamitous 
the  reflection,  that  probably  there  prospect,  of  course,  suggested  and 
was  a  sufficient  supply  still  left  for  justified  energetic  precautions ;   but 
all  purposes  of  harmless  enjoyment  in  this  instance   they  were  wasted. 
This  was  in  the  early  days  of  the  From  an  area  of  half  a  mile  round 
restrictive  system,  when  probably  a  the  hotel  he  could  have  yictoaled 
crop  of    counter-irritants    had    not  his  own  ship,   and   several  others, 
arisen  to  neutralise  it     But  at  the  with   every  alcoholic  liquor  known 
present  day,  in  passing  through  the  in   commerce.     The    authorities   in 
streets  of   the  smaller  towns,   and  the  hotel  were  tolerant  of  its  use; 
looking  as  a  stranger  generally  does,  In  the  flne  evenings  there  was  ever 
at  the  signs  and  the  articles  in  the  a  festive  group  assembled  round  a 
shop-windows,  he  will  not  see  any-  table  in  tiie  open  air,  whereon  the 
thing  to  make  it  known  that  ardent  alcoholic    elements    of    conviviality 
spirits  are  part  of  the  retail  com-  were   displayed.     There  seemed  to 
merce  of  the  place ;  but  at  the  same  be  no  restriction  on  the  possession 
time,   if    he  be  observant,   he  will  and  use  of  alcoholic  liquors,  even 
certainly  be  astonished  at  the  pro-  within    the    premises.     One   might 
portion  to  the  other  shops  of  those  see  a  group  occasionally  at  the  pub- 
professing  to  deal  in  wine.     It  ap-  lie    table  disposing,    at  their   own 
peals,  in  the  *^  drcssed-up**  shop-win-  sweet  will,  of  the  contents  of  their 
dows,  to  the  patrons  of  all  known  own  flask  of  cognac.     All  that  the 
vintages,  with  seductive  assurances  innkeeper  does,  apparently,  for  the 
of    authenticity    and    quality,   con-  promotion    of    temperance,    is    the 
spicuous  among  which  is,  *^  fin  Port  negative  duty  of  refusing  to  supply 
\  in,"  certified  as  genuine  from  Lon-  out  of  stores  of  his  own — and  even 
don.      I    can*t    say    whether    this  this  virtue  evidently  deserts  him  in 
supremacy  of  commercial  display  in  remote  places.     But  the  thirsty  soul 
favour  of  wine  represents  an  actual  panting  for  alcoholic  stimulants  in 
preponderance  of  public  favour  in  a  duly  medical  form   has   another 
consumption ;  but  it  naturally  asso-  resource.     The    innkeeper    has    all 


1872.]              The  BritWi   Tourist  in  Norway,  — Conclusion.                   319 

the  various  classes  of  consumable  abbreyiation  of  the  sojourn  in  the 
alcohol  made  into  mixtures  or  dining-room, — will  gradually  and  im- 
punches,  and  serred  in  small  perceptibly  turn  large  classes  of  men 
bottles.  Thus,  he  whose  appetite  into  a  new  and  a  better  course  of 
has  not  been  corrupted  into  a  cray-  Hying ;  while  all  the  time  the  police 
ing  for  the  raw  material,  may  have  is  distracted  by  the  frantic  and  ut- 
his  jorum  without  the  trouble  of  mix-  terly  vain  efforts  to  driye  the  con- 
ing it.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  firmed  dram-drinker  first  from  the 
here  we  see  a  decided  fiscal  blunder,  tayem,  next  from  the  gin  palace, 
The  sinner^s  grog  is  not  stopped ;  and  at  last  from  the  sheoeen.  As 
on  the  contrary,  he  gets  it  all  the  we  have  seen,  Norway  seems  to 
cheaper,  in  that  he  buys  it  from  the  have  stopped  short  of  the  theories 
shopkeeper  instead  of  the  hotel-  of  our  own  zealots  in  a  tendency 
keeper ;  and  if  the  question  of  how  towards  this  latter  conclusion.  It 
much  he  is  to  consume  is  answered  has  attempted,  without  much  sue- 
through  the  question  how  much  he  cess,  to  carry  out  prohibition  in  a 
can  afford,  he  increases  the  supply,  particular  shape ;  but  there  it  has 
On  the  other  hand,  the  State  loses  stopped  short,  without  layine  down 
the  fund  it  might  draw  by  taxing  and  supplying  a  vast  organization, 
the  publican  for  the  privilege  of  inquisitorial  and  coercive,  to  carry 
supplying  the  liquor-consumer.  But  out  a  commandment  to  the  effect, 
if  State  regulation  in  this  shape  has  **■  Thou  shalt  not  drink.'* 
proved  a  failure,  this  appears  to  bo  To  recur  now  to  those  changes  in 
more  than  balanced  by  the  eminent  fashion  and  social  conduct  which, 
success  of  State  regulation  in  an-  without  quarrelling,  or  imprecation, 
other  stage — in  the  process  that  or  inquisition,  or  persecution,  have 
adapts  the  fruits  of  the  earth  to  the  in  them  the  virtue  of  turning  the 
putting  into  a  man's  mouth  that  ways  of  men  out  of  so  evil  a  channel 
which  steals  away  his  brain.  In  as  excessive  drinking,  I  am  inclined 
our  estimate  of  the  sources  of  drunk-  to  think  that  the  same  thing  may 
cnness — it  may  be  also  of  other  vices  sometimes  be  done  by  judicious 
— ^we  have  not  perhaps  sufficiently  State  intervention,  and  that  it  has 
rated  the  influence  of  the  social  been  done  in  Norway, 
customs,  national  and  party  opinions  From  what  Inglis  tells  us  of  Nor- 
and  cries,  and  other  impulses  that  way  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  we  must 
confer  approval  on  evil  practices  infer  that  for  the  abundant  drink- 
and  convert  them  into  virtues.  A  ing  of  cpm-brandy  there  was  some 
small  silent  influence  may  turn  such  stronger  impulse  than  mere  infec- 
currents  of  vitiating  force  out  of  their  tious  conviviality  at  assemblages  of 
course,  and  do  a  world  of  good ;  as,  people,  hale,  jovial,  and  resolute  to 
for  instance,  among  ourselves  the  drown  dull  care.  There  was  a  cer- 
disappearance  of  toasts  dictated  by  tain  heroism,  nationality,  and  virtue 
certain  political  or  social  regula-  in  the  accomplishment  of  potations 
tions,  and  the  abolition  of  many  both  long  and  strong.  He  gives  us 
rules  requiring  a  certain  standard  a  specimen— certaiiuy  an  earnest 
of  drinking  capacity  for  certain  and  manful  specimen — of  a  Norse 
occasions,  and  promulgating  the  drinking-song,  with  the  preface 
necessi^  of  training  the  human  ^*  Wherever  corn-brandy  is  a  favour- 
being  to  drink  up  to  the  standard.  ite — and  that,  I  believe,  is  every- 
A  fluctuation  in  public  opinion,  where — the  song  is  a  favourite.  It 
the  fashion  set  by  other  customs, —  is  expressive  of  the  generallyre- 
such  as  the  cup  of  coffee  and  the  ceived  opinion  among  the  peasantry 
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that  corn-brandy  gives  strength  and  I    belicye  Norway  is   now  supplied 

long  life :" —  with   its    com-brandy — its  rln   du 

jxiysy  as  whiskey  is  ours  in  ScotUnd 

•To  the  brim,  jooDg  men,  flli  it  up-flil  —from  distilleries  on  a  very  lane 

agi^n;  scale,   and  that    Drontheim  is  the 

yoa  diln/''"**           '^  ^  ^'*^*^  Schiedam  and  the  Glcnlivet  of  that 

Your  fathers  hftvo  sown  It,  region. 

Then  IZ  Xt"^  ^l  "^rTeifi  b.  the  ^^^    "o    '^soMe    prohibition^ 

strongest  we  have  hero  impediments  physicti, 

Who  drinks  of  It  deepest,  snd  »it«  st  it  and  even  moral,  to  the  domestic  oon- 

*"*®*^'  sumption  of  corn-brandy.     It  has  to 

be  brought  from  a  distance,  and  if 

**  A  pretty  precept,  indeed,  to  in-  it  is  to  be  made  out  of  the  consumer's 

culcate  on  young  gentlemen,*^  says  own  grain,  that  grain  must  be  sent  to 

respectable  mamma,  who  has  sent  a  distance.     Then  as  to  the  moral 

in  the  cotTee,  and  is  a  little  nervous  influences,  there  can  be  no  spirit  of 

because  the  gentlemen — ^her  eldest  competition  or  boast  about  the  purify 

boy  has  remained  with  them  for  the  and  strength  of  the  produce  of  any 

first  time — have  stayed  a  minute  or  homestead ;  and  this  impulse,  along 

two  longer  than  is  necessary.     For  with  much  else  that  might  arouse 

the  tone  of  this  lyrical  appeal  the  convivial  ambition,  vanishes,  so  that 

one  stanza  may   suffice :   the  next  as  a  new  generation  arises,  many  of 

appeals  to  the  spirit  of  the  old  men  the  inducements  to    excess    diiap- 

on  like  grounds  of  good  sense  and  pear,  without  leaving  any  ezasper- 

nationality.  ating    recollections  of    interference 

Tn  those  days  it  will  be  observed  or  oppression, 
that  the  bonder  or  yeoman  made  If  it  should  be  asked  why  an  in- 
his  own  corn-brandy,  and  was  proud  dependent  self-willed  people  should 
of  its  strength  and  purity.  Pri-  readily  submit  to  such  an  intmsiwi 
vatc  distillation  has  now  for  many  on  their  domestic  arrangements  as 
years  been  prohibited  in  Norway,  the  suppression  of  private  distiUa- 
I  have  no  means  of  knowing  that  tion,  the  answer  is  at  hand.  It  is  a 
the  prohibition  is  cfTective;  but  I  simple  and  efficient  means  of  tax- 
think  it  likely  that  it  is,  and  that  if  ation.  The  northern  races  all  look 
there  is  any  smuggling,  it  must  be  at  these  things  with  a  rational  bat- 
on so  small  a  scale  as  to  have  no  ancing  of  difficulties  and  the  method 
(perceptible  influence  on  the  general  of  overcoming  them ;  and  nothing 
results  of  the  prohibition.  Distilla-  would  make  a  surer  appeal  to  their 
tifm  is  one  of  those  complicated  and  sense  of  what  is  fitting,  than  the 
fastidious  processes  which  the  law  raising  a  revenue  by  a  State  organ- 
Hcems  always  able  to  suppress,  un-  isation  of  the  production  and  dis- 
less  there  be  a  strong  social  influence  tribution  of  the  national  stimulant, 
—as  there  happened  to  be  many  rather  than  by  direct  taxation. 
yenrs  ago  in  Scotland — counteract-  Perhaps  even  among  those  who 
ing  the  law.  If,  as  in  Norway,  the  joined  in  the  lyrical  exultations  on 
i-emoteness  of  many  of  the  dwellings  the  potency  of  the  domestic  fluid, 
might  render  it  difficult  to  detect  there  might  be  some  who  thous^t 
private  contraventions  of  the  law,  in  their  hearts  that  the  flow  of  that 
it  would  render  still  more  difficult  fluid  might  be  beneficially  restrained 
the  trade  of  the  smuggler  attempt-  or  narrowed,  and  that  if  this  could 
ing  to  supply  the  iUicit  produce  be  accomplished  simultaneously  with 
of  one  farm  to  the  others  which  the  supply  of  the  national  treasury, 
had  abandoned  private  distillation,  the  general  result  was  not  to  bo  re- 
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gretted.     We  have  had  lessons  great    society,  and  the  promotion  of  henc- 
and  small  on  the  same  text  in  this    ficencc  ? 

country.       There  were,    as   I   have        But  let  us  flee  this  smoky  philoso- 
noted,  at  one  time  social  conditions    phy,  creeping  too  closely  into  the  dim 
in    Scotland    seriously    impeding   a    orhit  of  the  lamp,  and  seek  the  sun- 
productive    excise  levy  on   distilla-    shine  of  heaven  where  it  lights  up 
tion ;  and  much  to  the  disappoint-    one  of  the  most  glorious  portions  of 
ment  of  statesmen  who  hoped  other-    our  globe ; — ^let  us  get  back  again 
wise,  the  duty  had  to  be  reduced  so    into  the  scenery.     I  announced  that 
as   to    undersell  the  smuggler.     It    I  addressed  myself  chiefly  to  those 
is  now  happily  otherwise.      Taking    who  have  a  few  weeks  of  holiday  in 
the  duties  on  malt  and  spirits,  with    hand,  and  wish   to  return   without 
the  excise   licenses  of   dealers,   we    the    remorseful    feeling    that  these 
may  fairly  count  that  on  home-made    have  been  badly  invested — a  result 
spirits  of   the  poorer  kind  the  pro-    that   often    comes,   like    other   bail 
portion  paid  to  the  revenue  is  five    speculations,  from  efforts  too  ambi- 
hundred    per  cent    on   the  original    tious  leading  to  disaster.     It  cannot, 
productive  cost  of  the  articles.     To    then,  be  too  emphatically  laid  down, 
those   who,     in    sentimental    logic,    that  tlie  traveller  should  not  before- 
think  it  shocking,  that  the  revenue    hand  select  certain  objects  of  ambi- 
should  be  supplied  from  so  degrad-    tion  as  indispensable  to  his  success 
inz  a  source,  has  it  ever  occurred  to    and  happiness.     Norway    is    essen- 
renect  what  our  condition  would  be    tially  a  country  not  to  be  *^  done,'^ 
if   our   people   could   supply  them-    but  to  be  taken  in  all  patience  and 
selves  with  gin  and  whiskey  at  six-    courteous     assent       The    separate 
pence  a  bottle  ?    Without  going  into    fosses  and  glaciers  and  snowy  peaks 
the  abstract  doctrines  of  reprobation    that  trip    after    each   other  in  tlie 
and  original  sin,  there  are^  and  there    guide-books,  as  if  they  were  huddled 
will  be  for  some  time  to  come,  those    into  a  comer  like  the  sights  of  Gha- 
who  indulge  in  the  habits  that  are    mouni    or    the   Oberland,    may    be 
luxuries  in  their  moderate  grades,    scattered  so  far   apart  that  it  may 
and  become  sinful  in   excess ;    and    take  weeks  to  get  from  one  to  ano- 
it  is  surely  pleasant  to  reflect  that    ther ;   and  it  does  not  always  follow 
civilisation   has   found   adjustments    that  the  country    traversed  in  the 
that  not  only  lay  heavy  impediments    long  joui-ney  is  of  the  higher  cast  of 
on  excess  of  indulgence,  but  provide    Norwegian  scenery.      Over  many  a 
from  the  indulgence,  and  even  ris-    Norwegian^ile — and  each  of  them 
ing  with  an  increase  in  the  rate  of    is  equal  to  seven  and  a  half  English 
that  indulgence,  a  fund  for  the  en-    miles — has  the  weary,  self-persecut- 
couragcment   and  protection  of  the    ing  sight-seer   pursued  his  toilsome 
virtuous  citizen.       Since  there    are    way  to  some  glacier  or  foss  which 
people   insane   enough    to  maintain    he  finds  shrouded  in  impenetrable 
that  this    fund  should    be    thrown    mists, while  less  ambitious  sojourners 
away,  might   we  not   swamp  their    have  been  enjoying  the  delights  and 
formula  about  the  State  coimtenanc-    surprises  of  an  ever-shifting  scen- 
ing  excess  in  taxing  it,  by  another    ery,  through  varieties  inexhaustible, 
of  the   same  vague   character,  but    The  practical  realisation  of  this  ad- 
more  reasonable  and  just — that  the    vice   is    very   simple.      Gkt   into  a 
great  Ruler  of  all  has  manifestly  set    proceaa  or  run  of  the  characteristic 
before  the  State  the  duty  of  making    scenery ;  and  this  you  can  always 
the    luxurious    and    vicious    enjoy-    do  by  taking  one  of  the  long  Fiords. 
inents  of  those  who  indulge  in  them    Follow  it  up  leisurely  and  enjoy- 
subservient  to  the  legitimate  uses  of    ingly.     '^  Take  the  good    the    gods 
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proTidc  you ;   and    when    you    are  opment  of  that  class  of  scenery  by 

tired  of  it,  then  seek  what  else  you  a  mere  step  from  the   door  of  the 

have  time  or  inclination  for,  in  the  hotel. 

consciousness  that,  should  you  have  Apart  from  the  combined  glories 
seen  your  last  of  this  world,  your  of  the  general  scenery  of  the  Fiords, 
eye  has  partaken  of  one  of  the  most  the  strength  of  Norway  in  specific 
gorgeous  assemblages  of  grandeur  articles  of  scenery  is  in  its  catanusts, 
and  beauty  that  reposes  on  its  sur-  which  are,  perhaps,  as  mnch  supe- 
face.  nor  to  those  of  the  Alps  as  the 
On  the  other  hand,  no  doubt^  the  works  of  frost  and  snow  are  inferior, 
independent  wanderer  has  tastes  and  Their  variety  is  infinite, — ^from  the 
{esthetics  of  his  own  ;  and  if  he  re-  roaring  foss  that  seems  to  shake  the 
pudiates  the  despotism  of  the  guides  mountains  from  their  bases,  to  the 
and  guide-books,  he  may  not  be  in-  small  white  thread  that  is  seen  aloft 
clincd  to  leave  his  prospects  at  the  cutting  its  way  through  the  face  of 
disposal  of  blind  chance.  But  it  is  the  precipice  into  the  pine  forest 
just  the  privilege  of  one  who  finds  below.  That  you  should  see  its 
his  way  to  any  of  the  great  or-  course,  narrow  as  it  is,  so  clear  and 
ganisations  of  scenery,  that  in  white  on  the  surface  of  the  rod^ 
leisurely  divergences  he  has  choice  warns  you  that  its  whiteness  is  the 
among  various  types,  and  in  his  effect  of  excessive  fury,  and  tiiat 
choice  he  will  be  led  by  his  ex-  it  is  not,  on  a  near  approach,  the 
perience  elsewhere.  For  instance,  gentle  thing  it  seems  from  far  belofir. 
in  Norway  I  feel  little  personal  in-  Up  such  clefts  as  these  strings  of 
cUnation  for  the  snows  or  the  gla-  white  descend — if  you  can  get  up  — 
cicrs.  Unless  one  wanders  into  the  there  are  neuks  where,  in  the  inter- 
great  northern  regions,  where  snow  vals  between  ambitious  toil,  yon 
and  ice  continue  till  they  meet  the  may  aptly  meditate,  according  to 
snows  and  ices  of  the  other  hemi-  your  turn  of  mind,  with  infinite 
sphere  at  the  north  pole,  those  fea-  varieties  of  material  objects  to  poar 
tures  are  on  a  comparatively  poor  their  harmony  and  beauty  into  roar 
scale  in  Norway ;  and  somehow,  poor  thoughts.  You  may  affect  the  lofty 
as  they  are,  they  are  depreciated  bank, 
by  their  northern  latitude  rendering  ^^^ 

them  80  much  less  meritorious,  as  it  i^r^,h''Z'r,SV;Sj5n.S?-:?*^ 
were,  than  the  achievements  of  cen- 

tral  Europe.     It  is  whei^  wandering  or  you  may  prefer,   and  easily  find 

through  the   long,  hot,   and  rather  if  you  prefer,   Uie  rippling  stream 

monotonous  valleys  of  the  Inn,  the  that,  swelling  from  a  spring  in  the 

Salz,  or  the  Aar,  that  one  longs  to  be  rock,  and  not  liable  to  be  swollen  by 

up  at  those  green  glaciers  and  va.st  pin-  the  melting  of  the  snows,  passes  on 

nacles  of  snow  which  refresh  the  eye  leaving  all   the  wild  flowers  at  its 

even  in  the  distance  where  they  are.  edge  undisturbed,  and  slides  orer  a 

Then  the  snows  and  glaciers  of  Nor-  mossy  rock  so  gently  that  you  would 

way,  though  so  much  farther  away  like  to  slide  along  with  it,  only  yoa 

from   the  sun,   are  not  only  much  would  be  broken  on  the  way  down, 

poorer,  but  much  less  accessible  than  and  it  is  not.    Long  ago    I    haye 

those  of  the  Alps  ;  and  after  Ions  taken  my  walk  of  a  few  miles,  aa 

toilsome    journeys     over     bleakish  multitudes  have  in  later  times,  to 

mountain  scenery,  it  is  remembered  see  one  of  this  kind  in  the  ganUa 

how,   in    the    Grindelwald    or  the  Corrymulzie  that  finds  its  ways  to 

vaUey  of   Chamouni,   you   had  in-  the  Dee  above  Braemar ;  hut  on  a 

dulged  in  so  much  grander  a  deyel-  hillside  in  Fiordland  you  may  find 
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a  hundred  Corrymulzies — and,  as  I  just  descending  behind  the  head- 
have  said,  you  may  find  also  many  land  that  was  shrouded,  and  its 
specimens  of  that  more  ambitious  shape  is  revealed  in  purple  enamel 
style  of  water  falling  ot  which  the  set  on  a  bed  of  gold,  that  seems  to 
SUubbach  is  a  type.  steep  every  object  in  its  divine 
In  these  flying  notes  of  the  enjoy-  splendour.  Well,  we  must  not  ad- 
able  feature  of  the  Fiord  scenery  I  mit  the  Norse  sunset  to  be  essenti- 
mast  not  omit  the  sunsets.  These  ally  more  beautiful,  but  it  is  of  far 
are  not  popular  exhibitions  with  the  longer  abiding,  and  it  covers  a  far 
guide  and  guide-book  fraternity,  be-  wider  canvas.  The  lover  of  our 
cause  they  cannot  be  fixed  down  sunsets  can  imagine  what  it  is  to 
and  converted  into  cash.  To  the  have  the  scene  for  several  hours, 
cataract  and  glacier,  even  to  the  and  to  watch  its  splendours  passing 
mountain-top,  the  hapless  tourist  over  a  hundred  miles  of  Fiord,  with 
may  be  dragged  through  rain  and  its  many  little  creeks  branching 
mist  and  darkness.  But  as  our  from  right  to  left,  and  the  enf oldings 
northern  sunsets  are  signally  beau-  of  its  countless  mountain  openings, 
tiful,  so  are  they  capricious.  They  Such  gorgeousness  as  some  of  these 
come  upon  us  unawares,  and  it  is  sunsets  cast  around  would  tire  the 
best  for  us  to  take  them  as  they  senses  if  they  were  more  frequent 
come,  in  thankfulness.  Those  who  than  they  are,  and  we  become  more 
have  known  brilliant  sunsets  on  the  than  content  to  vary  them  with 
Argyllshire  or  Ross-shire  sea-lochs  more  colourless  harmonies  of  sea 
will  be  prepared  for  the  night  scene  and  sky.  And  old  Ocean  can  be  no 
on  the  Fiord.  To  all  the  northern  less  gentle  and  benign  ^vithin  the 
nations  these  sunsets  are  the  compen-  rocky  prongs  of  the  Fiord  than  in 
sation  for  the  long  dark  nights  and  the  Mediterranean  bay  where  the 
misty  days  that  fill  so  large  a  share  inspired  boy  sang, — 
of  time.     Though  we  could  ransack 

the  globe  for  contrasts,  we  would  l?^««^^^"°i.*^®*^y  **??*';' ^, 

I.  vi       c'    A    L\^   I.        *  i.  •  The  waves  are  dancinff  ftist  and  bright, 

probably   find  that  nature  contoms  Blue  idea  aud  snowy  mounulne  w^r 

not  the  elements  of  any  more  marvel-  iTie  parple  noon's  transparent  light, 

lous  than  those  that  out  of  her  mere  '^^^  ^^«^*^  ^^  *^^  °^°^"^  ^  ^  ^»8ht. 
atmospheric  apparatus  of    sunshine 

and  shade,  and  mist  and  rain,  she  can  J .^ee  the  deep's  ;n*«mpled  shore 

.  '  -  '        .  with  erreen  and  pnrple  soa-weeds  strown  :■ 

create  upon  any  one  of  our  western  i  see  the  waves  upon  the  shore, 

sea-lochs.     Behold  it,  or  rather  ex-  Like     light     dissolved     in     star-showers 
perience  it,  on  a  cold  wet  morning.       thrown. 

The  sea  seems  inky  black,  save  where  It  is    necessary  to  stop    here,   be- 

its  white  angry  lips  snarl  upon  the  cause  the    next  line  takes   up  the 

rocks.     On  this  headland  the  clouds  position  of  sitting  upon  the  sands, 

move  about  restlessly,  seeking  for  an  If  the  sea  throws  up  any  of  that 

abiding  place;  on  that  other  they  article  on  the  shores  of  Norway,  I 

have  settled  down,  an  impenetrable  never  had  the  good  luck  to  see  a 

gloomy  shroud  ;   and  so  you  stand  specimen  of  it     I  am  prevented  also 

shivering  on  the  small  slippery  jetty  from  quoting  some  pretty  lines  out 

waiting    for  the  steamer    with    its  of  Campbell's  poem  on  the  sea  as 

damp  cargo  of  uncomfortable,   dis-  visible  from  St.  Leonards,  because 

contented  humanity.     But  ere  even-  the  shingly  beach  is  a  property  in  it. 
ing  the  wind  is  hushed,  the  clouds        However,  such  in  short  are  the 

have  taken  wings  and   flown  away  visions  that  come  ^^  unmasked,  un- 

over  the  wide  heavens.     The  sun  is  sought,'*  to  the  rambler  in  the  far 
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stretches  of  the  Fiords,  who,  unam-  not  to  be    questioned.      Suffice  it 

bitious   of    special  achievements,  is  that  the  three  strangers,  North  of 

content   to  enjoy  such   luxuries   of  England  men,  had  become  "  friends'* 

the  eye  as  he  knows  to  be  affluently  with  me ;  and  when  we  shook  hands 

scattered  around  him.     If    you  are  to  part  in  opposite  directions,  there 

tired  of  one  long  inlet,  or  your  curi-  came  the  reflection  that  always  and 

osity  is  awakened  by  another,  pass  inevitably  arises  out  of  such  ocet- 

on  to  it,  and  feel,  like   the   youth,  sions — shall  we  ever  meet  again  ? 

light-hearted  and  content—  Often  have  I  wished  that  again  I 

,.  „       .    V  111     t    I*  V  ^      .    .  might  cross  the  path  of  some  stran- 

'' Here,  Arab-like,  ifl  pitched  my  teut,  «.«Jr„,u^  l>«<i  4^^  «  4;»«a'.^^»i.^    *k. 

And  Btralglit  ilgaln  is  ftiri^.''  K^r  who  has  for  a  time  peopled  the 

desert  for  me  in  wanderings  kmg, 
And  now,  before  we  part  company,  long  ago,  and  when  such  an  event 
let  us  just  look  in  on  one  of  those  does  occur,  it  is  one  of  the  pleasant- 
recesses  in  the  mountains,  so  abound-  est  of  reunions, 
ine  in  beauty  and  grandeur.     Let  us  Laerdalsoeren  will  be  found,  bat 
take  Laerdalsoeren.     There  are  asso-  only  in  a  large  and  minute  map^  at 
ciations  from  incidental  causes  that  the  end   of    bne    of  the  eastmost 
may  bring  the  memory  back  to  one  stretches  of  the  Sogn6  Fiord.    So- 
spot  more  readily  than  another,  of  eren,  I  believe,   is  old  Norse  for  a 
the  same  external  character  and  so  village ;    but  this  village  of  Laerdal 
it    happened    here.      In    the     first  has  a  shadowy  figure  in   ancient  his- 
place,  lone  and  distant  from   home  tory,  as  the  capital  of  the  great  dia- 
as  it  was,   T    found    at    the    same  trict  of  the  Sogne   Fjeld  and  Fiord. 
board,  as  if  he  had   dropped  from  In  this  district  is  the  theatre  of  the 
the  clouds,  the  son  of  an  old  friend,  great  modem  Scandinavian   Epie— 
whose  wit  and  pathos  have  made  the  Frithiof  s  Saga  of  Bishop  Teener. 
people    laugh  and  weep.     Here  we  We  know  that  the  Sogne  s^it  forth 
were,   with  no  others  in  the  small  a  large  proportion  of  the  Vikings  or 
nnn ;    and  as   he  was,   like    Harry  sea-robbers  of  the  earliest  days,  and 
Vane,  "  young  in  years,  but  in  sage  among    them    the    terrible    leader, 
^council  old,*'  I  got  from  him  some  Ketyl  Flatnof  or  Flat-nosed.     It  if 
•good  advice,  in  aid  of  my  own  small  not  difficult  to  imagine  the  strange 
•experience     in      Norse     traveUing.  collection  of  houses  in  its  capital  as 
Further,   it  happened  that    here   I  scarcely   changed    from  what  (hey 
had  parted  with  three  friends  pick-  were  a  thousand  years  ago, when  they 
•ed  up  on  the  road.      It  is  odd  that  were  the  abode  of  these  rovers — so 
many  of  us  who  are  apt    to  keep  far  as  they  had  an  abode  outside 
-neighbours  and  people  long  known  their  ships,   which  were    alike  the 
at  the  staflTs  end,   will  yet    make  mansions  of  the  captains  and  the 
'  rapid  acquaintance    with  strangers  palace  of  the  king.     Raised  on  the 
on  the  road,   and  keep  up  the  mti-  great    boulder    foundations  already 
macy  so  improvised  into  after-davs.  referred    to,   each  beam  of  timbar 
There  is  a  reason  for  this.    Nothmg  would  be  removed    as    it    wasted 
tries  a  man's  temper  and  character  away.      These   houses — we    cannot 
so  rapidly  and  sharply  as  the  exigen-  speak  of    streets — ^run    in    strings 
•cies  of  travel      All  the  base  and  along  the  edge  of  the  sea,     where 
dastardly  elements  come  to  the  sur-  room  exists  or  can  be  made  for  tfaenf, 
face  in  a  scum  at  once.     On    the  and  up  through  the  crevices  of  the 
•other  hand,  if  a  man  has  aught  of  rocks,  in  like  manner,  where  room  is 
the  chivahrous,  the  relying,  and  the  found  or  can  be  made.     There   is 
'Unselfish  in  him,   it  manifests  itself  nothing  there  now  that  bears  upon 
in  such  shape  that  its  integrity  is  its  face  actual    evidence  of  remote 
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antiquity,  but  it  appears  that,  until  paternal  governments.  It  is  a  work 
very  lately,  there  was  such  a  testi-  of  a  high  art  in  its  own  kind,  which 
mony.  It  is  a  common  remark  that  could  not  have  flourished  in  a  coun- 
Norway  is  peculiarly  destitute  of  try  destitute  of  timber.  A  cast  of 
that  earliest  type  of  Gothic  architec-  it  may  be  seen  in  the  South  Keti- 
turo  which  takes  the  very  name  of  sington  Museum,  along  with  casts  of 
Norman.  In  military  or  castellated  the  doorway  of  a  church  at  Flaa, 
architecture  of  all  kinds  the  country  demolished  in  1835.  Both  will  in- 
is  poor,  because  there  was  no  room  terest  any  observer  who  has  not  seen 
for  it,  and  the  fighting  people  lived  such  work  in  its  own  home,  from 
in  the  water.  Yet  the  Slot  (Schloss  the  strange  profusion  of  restless 
it  would  be  in  Germany)  at  Bergen  energy  that  seems  to  intertwine  it- 
is  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the  Nor-  self  in  snake-knots  and  other  like 
man  keep.  But  of  Norman  ecclesi-  devices  on  the  surface  of  the  timber, 
astical  architecture  there  are  some  This  community  that  has  been 
extremely  interesting  types.  In  the  shunted  off  from  the  world  into  de- 
first  place,  there  are  of  stone  the  cay  and  obscurity  ever  since  the  last 
two  grand  cathedral  churches,  of  the  navies  that  carried  terror  over 
Trondheim  and  Stavangcr,  with  a  the  world  rotted  against  its  shores, 
few  of  smaUer  size.  But  minute  ob-  has  just  recently  put  in  a  great  stake 
servers  have  of  late  brought  under  in  the  new  civilisation  of  the  day. 
critical  notice  small  churches  of  It  has  a  telegraphic  station.  *^  Epis- 
timber  in  remote  places,  bearing  tolarycorrespondence,"  as  the  school- 
marks  of  great  age.  Whether  it  be  books  used  to  say,  is  here  an  affair 
that  the  original  wooden  structure  of  weeks,  but  now  you  get  an  an- 
has  lasted  for  nearly  eight  hundred  swer  to  inquiries  about  home  in  four 
years,  or  that  each  plank  and  panel  hours.  Here  are  new  conditions  in 
has  been  replaced  with  facsimiles  of  the  telegraphic  system.  Generally 
all  its  original  carvings  when  it  de-  it  has  trodden  on  the  heels  of  other 
cayed,  certain  it  is  that  the  types  of  means  of  communication  that  have 
the  earliest  Norman  school  are  seen  been  growing  more  and  more  rapid. 
in  these  remote  fanes.  Such  a  There  are  likely  to  be  curious  results 
church,  it  appears,  existed  in  Laerd-  where  one  part  of  the  transaction  of 
alsoeren,  and  was  recently  removed  business — the  literary  part,  as  we  may 
to  Silesia,  where  the  guidebooks  say  call  it,  the  bargaining,  the  announce- 
it  now  stands.  This  is  truly  an  ment  of  arrivals  and  departures,  and 
odd- looking  transaction,  though,  the  like — is  so  rapid  in  transit,  while 
from  the  scarcity  of  old  religious  the  solid  part — such  as  the  convey- 
edifices  in  the  northern  territories  of  ance  of  the  goods  themselves,  and 
Prussia,  one  can  imagine  an  avarici-  the  payments  connected  with  the 
0U8  desire  in  these  regions  to  get  transactions — is  so  protracted.  AI- 
possession  of  light  movable  arti-  ready  one  feels  at  these  almost  un- 
cles of  the  kind.  In  the  great  natural  telegraphic  stations  how  the 
museum  of  Copenhagen,  indeed,  post-carriage  of  letters  is  as  it  were 
there  is  a  fine  broad  mass  of  carved  tripped  up.  You  get  a  telegram 
timber,  ticketed  in  unmistakable  that  there  is  somewhere  in  Scandi 
words,  **Rirk  door  fra  Island.'*  It  navia  a  letter  from  Britain  on  it^; 
was  procured  by  a  transaction  satis-  way  to  you  at  your  last  address — say 
factoTT  to  the  community  who  part-  at  Laerdalsoeren — ^but  it  will  not 
ed  with  it.  This  door  was  doubt-  reach  you  earlier  than  a  week,  per- 
les8  removed  to  Iceland  by  one  of  haps  a  fortnight,  after  the  announcc- 
the  groups  that  migrated  from  ment 
Norway  seeking  refuge  from  strong  If  this  cleft,  so  closely  and  steeply 
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walled  in  by  rocks,  were  in  the  Alps,  an  assurance,  since  Bruin,  If  he  have 

it  would    be    infested    by  goitrous  the  nice  discrimination  in  butcher- 

and  cretinous  creatures  of  loathsome  meat  attributed  to  him,  would  cer- 

aspect ;  but  here  we  have  a  strong-  tainly  have  preferred  the  quadruped 

built  healthy  people.     One  regrets  to  the  biped. 

that  they  have  not  more  to  do ;  and  I    suspect   English   visitors    here 

it  is  easy  to  understand  how  they  imbibe  many  preposterous  notions 

must  ever  have  longed  for  the  open  about  sport.     Fishing,  no  doubt,  can 

sea,  as  they  see  it  washing  the  feet  be  obtained  to  any  amoimt,  and  of 

of  the  great  rocks,  and  feel  that  it  almost  any  kind,  by  those  who  set 

is  the  only  outlet  to  a  world  beyond  their  heart  on  it,  and  take  time  to 

their  narrow  abode,  unless  it  be  the  go   to  the  spots  where  it  is  to  be 

highway  on  the  other  side,  stretching  found,  which  are  not  always  those 

with  its  hundreds  of  miles  of  beaten  endowed  with  the  finest    scenery ; 

road  on  to  Christiania.     Let  us  try  but  all  that  one  hears  of  the  chances 

what  fortune  a  ramble  along  that  for  the  hunter  and  the  stalker  is  apt 

road  may  bring,  after  having  made  to  assume    a    legendary  charact^. 

vain  efforts  to  escape  into  a  wider  The  inevitable  Cockney  is  of  course 

horizon  by  scrambling  up  clefts  or  present,  fitted  out  as  if  he  had  gone 

corries  in  the  rock.     After  a  few  to  take  possession  of  a  newly-hired 

miles  there  is  a  perceptible  track  up  preserve.      I  met  one  of  these  be- 

a  glen,  lined  so  far  with  the  usual  side  an  upper  feeder  of  the  Hardang- 

wooden  houses,  but  at  last  piercing  er.     He  was  prepared  for  anythii^ 

into    the    forest.      Here,   with    the  that  might  turn  up — bear,  wol^  boar» 

roaring  torrent  below,  the  pine-trees,  reindeer,  capercaibde,  or  ptarmigui. 

the  rocks  on  either  side,  and  an  ex-  He  permitted  himself  to  be  seduced 

pause  of  snow  far  up  in  front,  there  for  some  days  into  regions  still  more 

is  as  much  of  the  wild  spirit  of  soli-  remote  from   *^  the  luxuries  of  the 

tude  as   any  heart  could  wish.     It  Saut    Market'*   than  that  where  I 

comes  up,   among  the    meditations  found  him.     He  complained  that  he 

suggested  in  such  a  spot,  how  the  had  not  been  successful,  and  admit- 

gmde-books  recommend  this  district  ted,  on  cross-questioning,  tiiat  he  had 

as  a  suitable  post  for  the  hunting  of  got  sight  or  trace  of  no  living  thing 

the  bear — and  there,  sure  enough,  is  save  his  conductors.      I  suspected 

an  animal  stirring  the  lower  branches  that  people  had  been  playing  tridca 

of  the  trees.     Well,  it  is  a  pig.     He,  on  his  intellect  touching  the  merita 

too,  has  been  wandering  up  the  glen  of  my  geological  hammer,  for  he  came 

in  search  of  something — ^not  scenery  forward  at  once  to  meet  me  with 

— and  the  odour  of  some  soup  boil-  an   inquiring  interested  face,    and, 

ing  over  a  spirit-lamp  has  brought  *^  Well,  sir,  have  you  had  any  sac- 

him  near  his  fellow-wanderer.     He  cess?"     He  was  a  very  pure  spect* 

is  not  an  amorphous  lump  of  tallow,  men  of  Cockney  breed,  except  that 

like   our    English    high-oreds,    but  he  had  not  that  assumption  of  su- 

lanky,  with  long  dark  bristles,  like  periority  generally  claimed  bv  those 

the  boars  in    Schneider's  pictures,  who  also    assume  the  privilege  of 

^'et  from  size  and  habit  he  ranks  in  inverting  the  aspirates.     The  more 

the  class  of  pachydermatous  animals  academic  class  of  his  fellow* tourists 

only  as  pig,  and  his  abode  is  not  a  had  bestowed  on  him  the  name  of 

den    but  a   sty.      Had  there  been  *'The  Arditer/'  on  account  of  his 

much  chance  of  the  larger  visitor,  efforts  to  make  it  known  that  his 

this  one's  presence  might  have- been  rifle  was  "a  hard  hitter.'* 
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CHARLES    JAMES    LEVER. 

If  literary  genius  does  in  some  in-  Dickons  (as  a  participator  in  this 
stances  fail  to  receive  its  dueacknow-  distinction),  the  eminent  man  whose 
lodgment,  and  —  notwithstanding  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
all  that  has  heen  said  and  sung  to  article ;  but  the  test  is  unfortunately 
the  contrary — we  believe  the  in-  in  our  possession ;  and,  not  only  in 
stances  to  be  very  few  and  far  this  country,  but  all  over  the  world 
between  ;  on  the  other  hand  (as  if  where  the  English  language  is  read, 
to  adjust  the  balance),  it  occasion-  the  warmth  of  feeling  evoked  by  the 
ally  meets — we  do  not  say  with  death  of  Charles  Lever,  shows  us 
more  than  its  deserts,  but  with  that  the  sentiment  in  his  case  dif- 
something  over  and  above,  and  fered  from  that  in  the  cases  of  his 
difiering  in  form  from  the  recogni-  illustrious  predecessors  neither  in 
don  which  usually  waits  upon  in-  kind  nor  in  degree,  but  only  by  the 
tellectual '  achievements.  We  allude  more  limited  range  of  its  manifes- 
to a  feeling  which  certain  specialties  tation.  Differing  with  different 
In  the  works  of  certain  men  of  authors,  in  this«instance  the  awak- 
geoius  evoke  from  their  readers  on  ening  influence  was  no  doubt  the 
their  behalf,  which  combines  inte-  vivid  impress,  which  is  apparent 
rest  in  the  producer  with  admiration  on  everything  Lever  wrote,  of  his 
for  the  talent  of  his  production,  and  own  individuality — an  individuality 
ends  by  conciliating  for  such  an  which,  in  addition  to  many  other 
author  something  like  the  personal  notable  characteristics,  was  stamped 
friendship  of  his  generation.  We  by  a  humanity,  a  width  of  sym- 
have  not  far  to  look  for  illustrations  pathy,  and  a  genial  manliness, 
of  our  meaning,  nor  is  it  necessary  which  could  never  fail  to  oom- 
to  multiply  examples.  Two,  which  mend  themselves  to  all  sorts  and 
at  once  suggest  themselves — both  conditions  of  men.  Just  as  it  may 
wHiiin  the  limits  of  our  own  litera-  of t«i  be  observed  in  a  large,  mixed 
tore  and  of  the  present  age — will  company,  that  the  presence  of  one 
suffice ;  for,  when  we  have  mentioned  genial  and  sympathetic  spirit  leav- 
Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Charles  Dickens,  ens  an  unpromising  lump  of  incon- 
we  have  said  enough  to  explain  our  gruities,  harmonises  conflicting  ele- 
proposition,  and  to  justify  it  But  ments,  and,  by  some  indefinable 
it  18  only  in  a  partial  degree  that  influence,  secures  the  happiness  of 
this  sentiment — as  rare  as  it  is  hon-  the  whole, — so  is  Lever's  individ- 
ourable  to  him  who  elicits  it — can  uality  visible  in  all  his  works,  and 
be  expressed  during  the  lifetime  of  such  is  the  charm  he  exercises  over 
its  object.     Hatred   and   envy  may  his  readers. 

be  silent  beside  the  grave,  but  love        Men    who    combine  genius   with 

proclaims  itself  most  loudly  in  the  geniality  are  the  veritable  salt  of  the 

voice  of  lamentation ;  and  so  death,  earth,   and  the    age   which    profits 

which   often   supplies   the  measure  chiefly  by  their  *^  savour "  does  well 

and    touchstone     of   affection    and  to   honour  them  in  life,  and,  when 

friendship,    is   also   the  fullest  ex-  they    are  gone,   to  remember  them 

ponent  of  the  sentiment  in    ques-  with  gratitude  and  affection, 
tion.      We    scarcely    required    this        And    so    we— especially    of    the 

melancholy  test  to  enable  us  to  place  generation  now   in   middle  life,  for 

in  the  same  category  with  Scott  and  whose    earliest    boyhood    he    first 
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opened  the  stores  of  his  genius —  but  we  think  that  as  the  number  of 
so  we  lament  him  in  a  double  sense,  brilliant  single-speech  and  single- 
recognising  in  his  death  not  onlv  book  men  is  infinitesimal,  so,  al- 
the  extinction  of  a  light  which  though  the  world  is  deluged  with 
the  age  can  ill  afford  to  dispense  trashj  literature,  only  in  very  rare 
with,  but  also  the  loss  of  a  dear  old  instances  does  one  single  fountain  of 
friend  whose  name  is  interwoven  folly  and  dulnoss  con&ibute  largely 
with  the  happiness  of  the  genera*  to  the  dismal  flood.  Of  oourse 
tion^s  early  youth,  to  which  happi-  such  a  test  could  only  be  employed 
ness  he  himself  so  largely  contributed,  as  subordinate  to  many  others  mwe 
The  general  outline  of  Charles  important;  but  in  forming  an  esti- 
Levcr^s  life  has  been  already  com-  mate  of  the  genius  of  Charles  LeTer, 
municated  to  the  public  by  the  and  in  looking  about  for  te8t&  we 
daily  press  :  we  need  not  reproduce  it  are  struck,  in  limine^  with  the  bulk 
here ;  nor  have  we  at  present  in  our  of  his  productions, 
possession  the  means  of  fiUing  in  In  thirty  years  he  produced  as 
and  extending  the  sketch  with  any-  many  novels ;  nor  was  the  iasoo 
thing  like  accuracy.  Wo  trust,  irregular  or  spasmodic ;  but,  veAr  by 
however,  that  at  some  future  time  year,  with  something  like  the  pre- 
his  life  and  letters  may  form  the  cise  recurrence  of  the  haryesti  biB 
subject  of  a  separate  book ;  and  we  works  (often  in  themselves  of  nn- 
can  safely  say  that  the  materials  for  usual  length)  were  continuously 
a  most  interesting  and  instructive  given  to  the  world.  In  this  respect 
work  will  not  be  wanting,  if  his  ho  has  not  fallen  short  of  maoy 
correspondence  has  been  as  volumin-  writers  in  the  whole  range  of  Euro- 
ous,  as  its  quality,  judged  by  the  pean  literature ;  and  it  must  not  bt 
specimens  with  which  we  are  famil-  forgotten  that  fiction  was  by  no 
iar,  is  admirable.  means  the  only  field  of  his  exerttODii 
As  fertility  of  conception  is  an  and  that  his  miscellaneous  and  po- 
essential  element  of  genius,  so  litical  contributions  to  the  press 
abundance  of  production  seems  to  were  considerable  in  number,  and 
be  almost  as  essentially  one  of  its  important  from  their  intrinsic  Tfthic^ 
attributes.  For,  independent  of  the  His  works,  as  we  have  said,  were 
spontaneous  tendency  of  exuberance  not  produced  spasmodically.  His 
to  seek  an  issue,  the  relation  between  labour  was  pretty  equally  distributed 
supply  and  demand  in  all  that  con-  over  the  whole  of  his  literary  life; 
cems  the  products  of  human  labor,  and  hence,  no  doubt,  it  is  toot  in 
skill,  and  intelligence,  is  so  nice-  his  writings  we  detect  no  symptom 
ly  adjusted,  and  the  public  taste  of  strain  or  efibrt,  but  everywhere 
(with  occasional  aberrations)  is  so  the  charming  impress  of  spon- 
constantly  directed  to  that  which  in  taneity. 

its  kind  is  best,  that  we  may  pre-  In  speaking  of  productivenoss  os 
dicato  of  genius  that  whore  it  is  the  measure  of  genius  to  a  certain 
highest  there  it  will  also  be  most  extent,  wo  must  emphasise  the  Ihni- 
productive.  Impulse  from  within  tation  ;  for,  as  any  force  diverted  into 
nnd  external  encouragement  com-  many  channels  will  be  weaker  at 
bine  to  produce  this  result — to  mako  any  given  point  than  at  the  point 
productiveness  the  sign  of  genius,  of  departure,  so  will  the  genius  of 
and  even,  in  some  degree,  the  a  voluminous  man,  if  tested  by  any 
measure  of  it  one  of  his  performances,  i4>pear  in- 
All  general  rules  are,  of  course,  ferior  to  wnat  it  really  is.  Wo 
subject  to  considerable  exceptions ;  cannot  hope  to  find  an  epitome  of 


1872.]                                  Charts  Javnes  Lever,  329 

all  such  a  man^s  excellences  in  one  an  even  greater  success.  We  are, 
work,  and  it  is  only  by  a  broad  however,  rather  anticipating  the  re- 
analysis  of  the  whole,  that  a  true  suit  of  our  discussion, 
i^preciation  of  his  power  and  merit  Some  of  Lever's  best  character- 
can  be  arrived  at  In  few  instances  istics  are  scattered  so  profusely 
more  than  in  Charles  Lever's  is  over  everything  he  wrote,  that  he 
such  a  process  necessary,  for  not  who  runs  may  read  them.  Such 
only  was  he  a  most  voluminous  are  his  powers  of  description, 
writer,  he  was  also  and  essentially  a  with  few  exceptions,  equally  vivid 
versatile  and  many-sided  man.  In  whatever  be  his  subject,  and 
pemsing  his  works  we  are  con-  which  form  one  of  many  evidences 
stantly  struck  as  much  with  the  that  he  possessed  the  faculties  of 
diversity  as  with  the  number  of  his  observation  and  memory  in  a  degree 
brilliant  gifts,  and  as,  here  and  there,  scarcely  second  to  Sir  Walter  Scott. 
one  appears  incongruous  with  the  Abounding  with  incident  as  his 
rest,  we  therein  detect  the  cause  of  novels  do— with  action  the  most 
certain  anomalous  blemishes  in  his  varied,  vnth  scenery  that  is  perpet- 
performances.  ually  shifting,  and  with  actors  that 
In  this  way  we  have  often  found  are  as  numerous  as  their  character- 
ourselves  exclaiming,  *^How  he  istics  are  diverse — his  descriptive 
would  have  shone  in  this  sphere  or  powers  are  continually  in  requisition, 
in  that !"  *^  What  scope  this  or  that  It  may  be  remarked  that,  in  depict- 
profession  would  have  afforded  for  ing  scenery,  if  a  landscape  pure  and 
this  or  that  talent  P'  ^^In  such  or  simple  is  his  subject,  his  effects  are 
such  a  situation  this  or  that  in-  sometimes  a  litUe  marred  by  pro- 
tellectual  flaw  would  have  been  lixity  and  over-elaboration ;  but  the 
immaterial  and  unobserved  !"  And,  moment  he  brings  human  nature  in« 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  our  analysis  has  to  contact  with  external  nature,  the 
led  us  to  a  conclusion  which  we  did  momen4  that  relations  of  sympathy 
not  anticipate,  and  which  may  likely  or  contrast  between  the  aspects  of 
emmgh  appear  paradoxical  to  many,  the  latter  and  the  inner  emotions 
wUch  is,  that  the  career  of  the  of  the  former  are  suggested  to  him, 
novelist,  or  even  of  literature  in  he  escapes  from  his  overloaded  man- 
general,  was  probably  not  the  one  ner,  and  is  himself  again.  The  fact 
best  calculated  to  concentrate  his  is  that  human  nature  was  at  once 
many  groat  faculties,  so  that  the  his  special  field  and  his  peculiar  in- 
fullest  force  of  the  largest  number  spiration  ;  and  he  required  the  Pro- 
of them  should  be  felt  and  evidenced  methean  spark  of  a  human  presence 
in  the  general  result  of  his  career,  in  his  compositions  to  give  them 
Folly  recognising  his  brilliancy  and  complete  vitality, 
power  as  a  writer,  and  heartily  Wherever  action  is  most  ener- 
assenting  to  the  reputation  and  the  getic,  there  his  descriptions  are  most 
no  doubt  lasting  fame  which  he  has  successful  Hence  it  is  that  war  is 
attained  to  in  that  sphere,  this  is  the  a  theme  in  which  his  art  never  fails 
result  of  our  analysis.  Many  will  him.  He  has  dealt  exhaustively 
disagree  with  us,  and  many  who  with  it ;  and  there  is  not  a  phase  of 
agree  with  us  in  the  general  pro-  the  subject  which  he  has  not  treated 
position  would  differ  with  us  and  with  almost  equal  power.  How 
among  themselves  as  to  the  sphere  many  pictures  has  he  given  us  of 
which  might  better  have  lent  itself  the  grand  crash  and  onset  of  two 
to  the  development  of  his  powers,  hostile  armies!  The  whole  drama 
and  where   he  might  have  achieved  is  placed  before    us.     We  see  the 
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great  battle-waves  roll  together  amid  hopes,  and  fears,  and  sufferings,  and 
the  thunder  of  artillery,  tiie  clash  of  aspirations    of    the    humble    unit ; 
steel,  the  shouting  of  men,  the  tramp  sometimes  with  the  great  strategist 
of  horses.     We  feel  the  shock  of  the  himself,  as  he  stands  aloof  watching 
deadly  impact,  we  see  the  recoil  and  the  course  of  the  action,  and  coldly 
the  renewal  of  the  onset     Through  ordaining    each   new    move  on  the  ' 
the  deep,  dark  clouds  of  smoke  and  bloody  cness-board. 
dust,   we   catch    fitful  glimpses  of  These    descriptions,     picturesque 
heroic  episodes  ;  they  arc  revealed  though  they  be,  strike  one  as  drawn 
to  us  for  one  instant  by  a  sudden  rather  with  a  military  than  an  ar- 
sunburst  or  the  flames  of  cannon,  tistic  intention.     The  author  wishes 
and  immediately   lost  again  in   the  us  to  attend  to  each  point  of    his 
universal  hurly-burly.    We  can  mark  narrative,     rather     that    we    maj 
all  the  intermissions,  the  relapses,  come  understandingly  with  him  to 
and  the  rallies  which  characterise  the    crisis,   than    that    we    should 
an  actual   battle.      Then  wo  have  pause*to  contemplate  the  effects  ef 
the    grand    final    movement  —  the  grouping,  light,   shade,  colour,  md 
supreme    concentration  of    energy,  so  forth,    which  he  incidentally,  as 
the   victory,    the   pursuit ;   and    at  it  were,  suggests.     He  is  picturesque 
last,  when    all  is    over,   he  brings  and  eloquent,  in  fact,  without  any 
us  back  across    the    sombre    field  special  design  to  display  his  powers 
where   the  dead  are  lying  beneath  in  these  respects.      So  at  least  it 
the  cold  and  starless   night       Le-  strikes  us.     And  thus  he  does  not 
ver's  early  novels,  which  chronicle  in  the  least  depend  for  his  effects 
most    of    Napoloon^s   great  battles,  upon     word-painting;    he     is    too 
are  rich  in  such  descriptions,  drawn  much  in  earnest,  too  much  engrosaod 
with  a  spirit  that    we    think    has  with  his  subject,  too  much  hurried 
been   scarcely  surpassed,   and  with  away  with  the  rapid  movement  of 
a  verisimilitude  that  is  no  «iess  re-  the  action,  to  indulge  in  the  epieu- 
markable.      To    a  non-professional  rism  which  weighs  a  word  and  £m- 
reader  they  would,  of  course,  suggest  tidiously  selects  a  phrase.     He  tells 
long  and  varied  personal  experience  his  tale    in  a  style    and    languege 
of  such  senses ;  and  even  the  sol-  that   are  vigorous  and   appropriate, 
dier,  as  he  reads  them,  recalls  with  though  occasionally    here,   as  elee- 
astonishment  that   they  have  been  where,  he    is    too    redundant   and 
"  evolved  from  the  inner  conscious-  wordy.       Lever  excels,   too,   in  all 
ness''  of  a  civilian.  sorts  of  scenes,  not  actually  of  war. 
But  in  addition    to  these  grand  but  of   military   pageantry ;  Mn^ng 
battle-pieces,  which  are  drawn  with  many  others,  we  specially  remem- 
historical  accuracy  in  the  main,  we  ber  his  account  of    the  triumphal 
have  multitudes  of  minor  episodes —  entry  of  the  French  army  into  Ber* 
night    attacks,   with  their    stealthy  lin  m  ^  Tom  Burke  ;*    of  the  aspect 
preparations  and  sudden  terrific  de-  of   Paris  during  the  occupation  by 
nouements,    sorties,     forlorn-hopes,  the  Allied  armies  in  ^  Jack  Hinton;' 
reconnaissances,    ambuscades,    sur-  and  a  singularly  fine  panorama  on 
prises,  every  sort  of  development  of  the  coast  of  France,  where,  on  the 
war,  seen  from  every  point  of  view,  sea  we  behold  a  flotilla  of  a  theo* 
Sometimes  we  are  with  the  victor,  sand    sail,  and  on  shore  what  wae 
sometimes  with  the  defeated ;  now  called  ^^  The  army  of  England.*'  re- 
in   pursuit   and    now    in    retreat ;  hearsing  an  embarkation,  in  view  of 
sometimes  in  the  ranks,  as  in  Erck-  the  threatened  invasion  of  perflde 
mann-Chatrian's  novels,  sharing  the  Albion, 
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Passing  from  war  to  peace,  if  Wo  must,  however,  make  one 
we  here  find  that  his  descriptions  partial  exception  to  this  comprehen- 
are  not  given  with  quite  the  same  sively  favourable  view  of  Lever's  de- 
energy  and  gusto,  they  are  but  little  scriptive  powers,  and  of  the  uses  to 
inferior  in  truth  and  vividness.  He  which  he  has  applied  them,  and  it 
has  given  himself  a  wide  field.  He  is  this, — that  in  those  descriptive 
ranges  freely  from  tragedy  to  come-  sketches  where  he  might  have  been, 
dy,  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridicu-  and  where  he  has  obviously  often 
loos,  from  high  to  low  life— from  tried  hard  to  be,  pathetic,  he  has 
the  throne  indeed  to  the  cellar — and,  rarely  succeeded  beyond  a  very 
all  up  and  down  the  intermediate  moderate  degree.  We  would  have 
gocial  gradations,  wherever  men  supposed  that  out  of  such  a  vast 
are  assembled  together,  whether  in  range  and  variety  of  subjects, 
Biasscs  or  in  twos  and  threes,  at  home  many  more  would  have  suggested 
or  abroad,  he  is  equally  ready  to  be  themselves  as  in  harmony  with 
their  artist,  and  to  blond  them  to-  the  pathetic  vein,  and  that  where 
gether  in  every  sort  of  combination,  the  employment  of  the  pathetic 
harmonious  or  the  reverse.             *  vein  was  inevitable,  Lever's  peculiar 

Trying  to  recall  a  few  of  these  de-  gifts  would  have  enabled  '  him    to 

scriptive  performances,  we   are  im-  make  a  better  figure  with  it  than  he 

mediately  overwhelmed  by  a  multi-  has  done.      But  the   truth   is  that 

tudeof  recollections,  yet  not  more  nu-  nowhere — neither  where  he  is  de- 

merous  than  they  are  heterogeneous,  scriptive,  nor  where  he  is  didactic, 

and,  in  the  embarrassing  richness  of  nor  where  ho  is  dramatics-does  he 

the  collection,  we  can  make  no  choice,  show  himself  to  be  the  master  of  a 

Here    they     are     pell-mell ;     state  very  deep    or    tender    pathos.     He 

banquets,  mess  orgies,  steeplechases,  can    be    tragic    and    comic,    grave, 

coronations,    duels,    executions,  fac-  solemn,  and  sentimental ;  he  can  do 

tion-fights.    Parliamentary    debates,  almost  anything  else  with  his  readers, 

nights  at  Frascati's,  days  at  Donny-  but  he  cannot  command  their  tears, 

brook,   trials  by  the   Chief  Justice,  or  even  more  than  slightly  stir  the 

trials  by  Judge  Lynch,  conclaves  of  fountain   whence   tears  issue.      His 

the  Camorra,  White-boy  committees,  fault    is,   however,   rather   negative 

receptions  in  the  Faubourg,  balls  in  than  positive,  for  in  his  failures  he 

Belgravia,  penny-weddings  in   Con-  does  not  become,  as  Dickens   does, 

nemara,     "pow-wows"     with    the  offensively  maudlin  and  h3'sterical ; 

Manhattans,     plunderings     in     the  he  is    simply    wordy    and    turgid ; 

Cursaal^    "plants'*    at   Crockford's,  feeling  his    unsuccess,   he   tries   to 

murders,  marriages,  suicides,  elope-  conquer   it  by   elaboration   and  rc- 

ments,  elections,  wakes we  pause  dundancy.     We  confess    that    this 

ioT  lack  of  breath.     He  has  made  defect  appears  to  us  to  be  an  anoma- 

more  than    one    study    from    each  lous  one  in  an  intellectual  and  moral 

of    these    and    a    thousand    other  organisation  such  as  Lever  possessed; 

subjects.       Give   him    but    permis-  and   though,    of  course,    it  is   only 

sion    to    introduce    human    figures  given    to    the    very    few,    however 

into    his    canvas,   and,   no    matter  versatile,     to    achieve    universality, 

what  the  theme,  he  will  make  you  we  could  wish   that  the  inevitable 

nearly  always  a  successful  picture,  fiaw  had  taken    some   other   shape, 

from  a  battle-piece  in  the  manner  of  Without  going  the  length  of  Lamar- 

David  or  Horace  Vemet,  down  to  a  tine's  dictum — **  Le  path6tique  seul 

domestic  interior  after  Gerard  Dow  est  infaillible  dans  rart — celui  qui 

or  Jan  Steen.  salt  attendrir  sait  tout," — we  know 
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that  the  highest  position  in  art  will  that  holds  both  its  sides — by  the 

never  be  conceded  to  any  artist  who  broadest  humour, — ^now  aflfectuig  us 

is  not  master   of   this  instrument  with  a  delight  which  is  equal,  if  it 

No  doubt  in  a  considerable  measure  is  subtler  and  quieter,  by  the  fineness 

this  defect  may    bo    attributed    to  of  his  wit 

Lever's  comparative  failures  in  love  It    would    have    been  impossible 

scenes,  where  pathos  is  so  often  in-  for  a  man  of  Lever^s  logical  intellect, 

dispensable ;  but  we  shall  revert  to  wit,  humour,  and  clearness  of  moral 

this  later  on.      Another  of  his  most  and  social  perceptions,  to  be  witboat 

remarkable  gifts   is    his    extraordi-  satire,  and  some  of  his  happiest  eflforts 

narily  keen  perception  of  analogies,  flow  from  this  vein.     But  he  was 

which,  aided  by  his  memory,  enables  satirical   without   being   a   satirist; 

him  at  will  to  illimiinatc  his  pages  that  is,  satire   was  with  him  not  a 

with  a    blaze    of    illustration.       It  specialty,  but    an   instrument  iiici* 

indeed  not  unfrequently    tends    to  dentally  employed  as  chance  occasKXi 

mar  the  symmetry  of  his  novels,  by  offered.     He  did  not  set  up  for  a 

turning   him  aside  from  the  high-  moral  teacher,   as  a  satirist  proper 

way    of    his    narrative    to    indulge  should  do ;  he  did  not  make  painful 

in  humorous   variations  of  an  idea,  explorations  into  the  darker  recesses 

or  in    lengthy    digressions    in    the  of  human  nature  to  discover  targets 

shape     of     anecdote.      This     gift,  for  poisoned  arrows ;  he  seldom  em- 

which  he  somewhat  abused  in  his  ployed  his  satire  against  the  graTer 

earlier  and    more    famous    novels,  moral     delinquencies — ^wiih     which 

was  under  better  control  in  his  later  he  had    a  more  immediate  method 

productions,   and  he    has    used   it  of    dealing — ^nor  did  he  often   use 

to    perfection     in      his    celebrated  it    directly    for    the    establishment 

^'  O'Dowd ''  papers,  where  his  illus-  of  a  truth.      His  utterances  in  this 

trations,  if  they  are  numerous,  are  form  were  not  like  those  of  Swift-^ 

always  strikingly  apt,  and  the  van-  fierce  summings-up  of  misanthropical 

ous  shif  tings  of  his  points  of  view  reflections;  nor  like  Thackeray's — UBh 

felicitous  and  effective  in  the  highest  flinching  verifications  of  his  diagnoB- 

degrce.     The  gift  was  indeed  sin-  es  by  minute  anatomical  demonstra- 

gularly  adapted   to  the  latter  class  tion.    His  satire  deals  with  the /eXoMir 

of  compositions,  as  well   as  to  the  of    Aristotle — with    the    ridiculous 

adornment    of    the    conversational  rather  than  the  depraved — with  those 

powers  which  Lever    possessed  so  minor  faults  which  are  not  pcmioi- 

eminently ;  and  in  making  him  keen  ous  but  unbeseeming,  and  of  whidi 

to  detect  between  incongruous  per*  the  fit  punishment  is  laughter  rathor 

sons,  objects,  and  ideas,  Sie  bond  of  than    reproach.       So  he    contented 

a  common,  and  more  or  less  remote,  himself  with  snap-shots  at  the  follies 

relation  to  something  else,  consdtu-  and  foibles  of  humanity  as  they  flew 

ted  one  of  the  elements  of  his  wit  past  him,  accompanying  each   shot 

AYith    regard  to  that   faculty,    we  with  a  peal  of    frank  laughter,  In 

think  it  may  be  said  that  he  possess-  which  there  was  no   bitterness  nor 

ed,   in  a  rare  degree,   most  of  the  any  kind  of    malignity.  ^   Nothings 

intellectual  machinery  which    cna-  indeed,  could  be  less  cruel  than  his 

bles  a  man  to  collect  mirthful  and  raillery ;  and  if  he  was  angry,  it  «M 

humorous  impressions,  and  to  com-  the    quick     and     quickly-app eased 

bine  them  effectively  in  a  multitude  anger  of  an  amiable  man. 

of  variations,   and  with  a  hundred  The  absurdities  of   the  immortal 

graduations  of  relief, — now  stimu-  ^  Dodd   Family ;'    the    preposteroas 

lating  universal   laughter — laughter  follies  and   pretentiousness  of   !!»• 
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dame  de  Roni  nee  Cassidy ;  the  — to  arrive  at  the  man  himself,  and 
mock  ceremonials  of  the  viceregal  place  him  before  us  in  unmistakable 
court  in  the  olden  times  ;  the  reality.  Nothing  can  be  better 
Continental  Anglo-maniac  with  his  among  his  delineations  of  historical 
travesty  of  English  sport  and  characters  than  that  of  the  great 
sportsmanship, — such  and  suchlike  Napoleon.  The  grandeur  of  his 
were  the  themes  which  suited  intellectual  qualities,  and  his  magi- 
him  best  when  in  this  humour,  cal  ascendancy  over  his  fellow -mor- 
But  he  always  preserved  some  kind  tals,  though  they  hud  obviously 
of  pity  and  feeling  for  his  victims,  captivated  Lever's  enthusiasm,  could 
although  he  would  have  done  any-  not  blind  him  to  the  antithesis  pre- 
thing  rather  than  convert  them  from  sented  by  his  moral  character ;  and 
the  error  of  their  ways,  anything  so  we  have  the  great  Emperor  in  all 
rather  than  deprive  himself  and  the  his  greatness,  and  in  all  his  little- 
world  of  such  glorious  food  for  ness,  set  before  us  in  a  series  of 
mirth.  Even  in  his  political  essays,  studies,  from  the  fidelity  of  which 
where  his  satire  is  used  with  more  the  licence  of  the  novelist  has  but 
**  intention,"  and  often  even  with  slightly  detracted.  Incidentally  in 
considerable  keenness,  he  is  guarded  his  novels  and  essays  we  have 
by  his  unfailing  geniality  from  be-  many  valuations  of  contemporary 
coming  venomous.  personages ; — such  men,  for  instance. 

The  greatest  of  all  Lever's  gifts  as  Gavour,  Bismark,  Garibaldi, 
was,  however,  his  remarkable  insight  Louis  Napoleon,  and  others  who 
into  human  character,  with  the  cog-  have  been  making  the  history  of 
nate  power  of  analysing  motives  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  The 
which  enabled  him  to  forecast  events  wisdom  of  his  judgments  in  many 
in  real  life,  and  to  attribute  to  his  of  these  cases  has  been  amply  borne 
characters  in  fiction  consistent  and  witness  to  by  the  political  action  of 
appropriate  action.  In  describing  the  men  themselves  subsequent  to 
this  as  his  greatest  gift,  we  are  pro-  Lever's  deliverances  ;  and,  by  way 
bably  not  expressing  a  popular  of  example,  we  may  quote  one  of 
opinion.  Thousands  of  his  readers  his  many  criticisms  of  the  ex-Em- 
read  him  merely  for  his  fun — simply  peror  of  the  French.  Writing  in 
that  they  may  laugh — and  pay  little  1864,  at  a  time  when  Louis  Napo- 
attention  to  any  other  characteristic,  leon,  if  not  actually  at  the  pinnacle 
But  in  this  they  make  the  same  sort  of  his  fortunes,  was  still  regarded 
of  mistake  which  people  commit  as  the  foremost  man  in  Europe, 
who,  in  drinking  champagne,  value  and  pointed  to  as  a  master  of 
it  only  for  its  sparkle  and  effer-  statecraft  and  political  sagacity, 
vescence,  and  are  blinded  by  this  he  says : — 
accident  of  the  wine,  to  the  merit  of 
its^sential  quality.  ujjo^  ^^  ^^  jn   the  dally  habit  of 

This  power  enabled  him  not  merely  hearing  the   most  fulsome   praises   of 

to  appreciate   living   characters  with  this  great  Prince  ;  and  so  sncccssf  nl  Is 

accuracy,  and   to   sketch   them  with  success,    that   even   the  journals  which 

4^Ka  u^-^a\^4  •  »«»«4^«.  K«f   u«.  »  ^^«»  onae  took  a  luster   measure  of  his  cajja- 

the  hand  of  a  master,  but,  by  a  more  ^.^ty,  are   now,   simply  by   force  of  the 

difncult     synthetical     process  —  by  fact    that    he    sleeps    nightly   at  the 

gathering  together   the  actions  of  a  Tailcries,   disposed    to  accord    him  all 

man's   life   as  detailed  in  history,  by  the  prescience  of  a  statesman,   and  all 

tracing  his   influence    on   collateral  Vf  *^'"  ^'ii  *  ♦^IS'i  ^®"f ™^*    I^^«*!lT 

,         ^            J          ^          J  I.  I  have  an  ardent  desire  always  to  agree 

characters  and  events,  and  by  grasp-  ,vith   the   people  around   me.       I   am 

ing  the  general  results   of  his  career  never  so  well   pleased   as   when  I  can 
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concur  with  the  prcvailinc: opinion;  and  I 
am  not  sure  that  I  wouhl  not  mther  put 
a  littk'  mild  coercion  cm  my  conscience 
than  dissent  from  the  judj^mcnts  of  the 
company.  But  here  I  own  1  cannot ; 
thi>  I  rcsis^t  to  the  death. 
Notliinir  pliall  persuade  me  that  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  is  other  than  a 
third-rate  man,  who  ndu:ht  jMV^^ibly 
liavt*  dlstin^j^uished  liimsclf  a-s  a  judice 
functionary  or  a  ftf)licit<)r,  l)ut  has  ns 
much  claim  to  hisjh  titatccnift  aft  Jem 
Mace  to  l>c  an  authority  on  the 
Pentateuch." 


And  this  estimate  of  our  fallen  ally 
no  doubt  intensified  what  was  one  of 
his  strongest  political  convictions, 
— viz.,  that  our  alliance  with  France 
was  a  mistake  in  British  diplomacy 
of  the  gravest  description — one  which 
would  inevitably  land  us,  as  it  has 
done,  in  a  false  and  isolated  position, 
with  a  deplorable  loss  of  reputation 
and  prestige. 

As  an  example  of  his  critical 
estimate  of  character  delivered  in 
another  key,  we  may  mention  his 
appreciative  paper  on  Garibaldi, 
which  forms  one  of  his  "O'Dowd" 
series,  and  the  eloquent  peroration 
of  which  we  now  (juotc. 


"It  was  not  ami(b<t  the  onlerly,  the 
soberly  trained,  and  well  to  do",  that 
he  could  tseek  for  \\\a  followers.  And 
what  praise  is  too  ^reat  for  him  who 
could  so  inspir*  tliis  mass,  heavinj; 
with  passion  as  it  was,  with  his  own 
noble  sentiments,  and  make  them  feel 
that  the  work  before  them — a  nation's 
retjeneration — was  a  Uisk  too  hlufh  and 
too  holy  to  be  accom]»Iished  by  unclean 
hands?  Can  any  eulo^jy  exa^i^erate  the 
services  of  a  man  who  could  so  mau:ne- 
tise  his  fellow-men  as  to  associate  them 
at  once  with  liis  nobility  of  soul,  and 
elevate  them  to  a  standard  little  short 
of  his  own  ?  That  he  did  do  this  we 
have  proof.  Pillage  was  almost  un- 
known amtrnpfst  the  Garibaldians;  and 
those  fami>licd,  ill-clad,  shoeless  men 
marched  on  fn)m  battle  to  battle,  with 
scarcely  an  instance  of  crime  that 
called  for  the  interference  of  military 
law.  Where  is  Uie  jjeueral  "wbo  could 
boast  of  doing  as  much?    Where  Is  tlie 


leader  who  could  be  bold  enouji^h  to 
^\\^^  6ucli  n  pledge  for  his  followeni? 
Is  there  an  army  iu  Europe — in  the 
worhl— for  whom  as  much  could  be 
said?  All  lionour,  therefore,  to  tlic 
man — not  wh(»RC  example  only  but 
whose  ver>'  contact  suggests  bighintcnt 
and  noble' action!  All  honour  to  him 
who  brimrs  to  a  great  cause,  not  alone 
the  dazzling  splendour  of  heroism,  but 
the  more  enduring  bri":htne&8  of  a  pure 
and  unsullied  Integrity  T' 

He  formed  a  very  moderate  esti- 
mate of  Garibaldi^s  intellectual 
power — **Cavour,"  ho  says,  *^died, 
and  then  came  Aspromonte  ;'*  bathe 
maintains  that  his  simplicity,  tmst- 
fulncss,  and  implicit  reliance  on  the 
goodness  of  his  cause  as  a  reason  for 
its  success,  were  qualities  which  no 
mere  mental  superiority  could  re- 
place in  popular  estimation. 

These  are  valuations  of  character 
delivered  with  something  of  the 
gravity  befitting  his  quality  of  Msaj* 
ist ;  and  we  think  our  readers  wul 
pardon  us  if  we  add  a  suggesttTe 
sketch  in  another  style  taken  from 
one  of  his  novels,  and  which  in 
a  few  light  touches  places  Lord 
Palmerston  before  us. 

Tony  Butler — the  hero  of  the 
story  of  that  name— a  young  Iriih 
gentleman  of  no  fortune  and  few 
abilities,  but  with  a  manly  and  inde- 
pendent spirit  often  too  impetuoudy 
displayed,  after  innumeraole  fruit- 
less visits  to  the  Foreign  Office  (from 
which  department  he  has  received 
the  shadowy  promise  of  an  appoint- 
ment), becomes  impatient  and  ini- 
tablc,  and  in  this  mood  rebukes 
some  impertinence  of  the  surly  ball- 
porter  with  considerable  yiolence, 
and  even  goes  the  length  of  promis- 
ing to  kick  him. 

Willis,  the  porter,  is  a  personage 
of  dignity  as  well  as  of  a  nad  tem- 
per ;  he  sends  for  a  policeman,  and, 
pending  his  arrival,  goes  up<4tairs 
and  reports  Mr.  Butler  to  the 
''Heads  of  Departments.*'  '*  The 
Heads'^    send  for    the     delinquent 
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and  a  jobation  of  the  most  terrific 
description  is  being  administered 
to  him  by  a  certain  Mr.  Baynes, 
when — 


"*My  Lord!*  said  a  mcsscni^cr, 
in  a  voice  of  almost  tremulous  terror, 
while  he  fluiiff  open  both  inner  and 
outer  door  for  tlie  great  man^s  approadi. 
The  person  who  entered  with  a  quiek, 
active  step,  wiis  an  elderly  raaq,  whitc- 
whiskcrcd  and  white-haired,  but  his 
flMre  well  set  np,  and  his  hat  rakishly 
placed  a  verj'  little  on  one  side;  his 
features  were  acute  and  betokened 
promptitude  and  decision,  blended 
with  a  sort  of  jocular  humour  about 
the  mouth,  as  though  even  State  affairs 
did  not  entirely  indispose  a  man  to 
jest 

"*  Don't  send  the  bag  off  to-night, 
Baync»,  till  I  come  down,'  he  said, 
hurriedly  ;  *  and  if  any  telegrams  ar- 
rive, send  them  over  to  the  House. 
What's  the  policeman  doing  at  the  doorV 
who  Is  refractory  V 

"*Thid — ^jouug  man,' — he  paused,  for 
he  had  almost  wiid  *  gentleman '—'has 
Just  threatened  an  old  and  respectable 
servant  of  the  Oflicc  with  a  personal 
chastisement,  my  Lord.' 

"'Declared  he'd  break  every  bone  m 
his  body,'  chimed  in  Brand. 

" '  Whose  body  V  asked  his  Lord- 
ship. 

"  '  Willis's,  mv  Lord — the  hall  por- 
ter— a  man,  if  t  mistake  not,  appoint- 
ed by  your  Lordship.' 

"*I  said  I'd  kick  him,'  said  Tony, 
calmly. 

***Kick  Willis?'  said  my  Lord,  with 
a  forced  gravity  which  could  not,  how- 
ever, suppress  a  laui^hing  twinkle  of 
his  keen  grey  cyes,-r*  Kick  Willis  ?' 

**  *  Yes,  my  Lord ;  he  does  not  at- 
tempt to  deny  it' 

**  *  What's  your  name,  sir  T  asked  my 
Lord. 

**  *  Butler,'  was  the  brief  reply. 

***The8onof — no,  not  the  son — but 
a  relative  of  Sir  Omerod's?'  asked  his 
Lordship  again. 

'*llis  nephew.' 

***Why,  Sir  Harry  Elphinstone  has 
xi«ked  me  for  something  for  you.  I 
don't  see  what  I  can  do  for  5-ou.  It 
\rould  be  an  admirable  thing  to  have 
»ome  one  to  kick  the  porters ;  but  we 
haven't  thought  of  such  an  appoint- 
ment— eh,  Baynes?  Willis,  the  very 
first,  a  most  impudent  dog.     We  want 


a  messenger  for  Bucharest,  Brand,  don't 
wcV 

"  '  No,  my  Lord,  you  filled  it  this  morn- 
ing— «:ave  it  to  Mr.  Beed.' 

" '  Cancel    Beed    then,    and     appoint 
Butler.' 

"  *  Mr.    Beed    has  gone,*"  my  Lord — 
started  with  the  Vienna  bag.' 
"  '  Make  Butler  supemumerarv.' 
" '  There  are  four  already,  my  Lord.'  < 
"  '  I  don't  care  if  there  were  forty,  Mr. 
Brand !    Go  and  pass  vour  examination, 
young  gentleman,  and  tliank  Sir  Harry 
Elphinstone,  for   this  nomination  is  at 
his  request.    I  am  only  sorry  you  did 
not  kick  Willis;'  and  with  this  parting 
speech   he   turned   away,    and    liopi>ed 
down  stairs  to  his    brougham  with  tlie 
lijj:ht  step  and  jaunty  air  of  a  man  of 
thirty." 

This  clearness  of  insight,  which 
Lever  exercised  with  such  skiU  on 
the  units  of  mankind,  stood  him  in 
equally  good  stead  when  he  had  to 
deal  with  men  in  their  aggregates. 

His  appreciation  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  a  nation  was  as  fine  as 
his  perception  of  the  qualities  of  an 
individual. 

Scattered  all  over  his  works  we 
have  a  cosmopolitan's  view  of  the 
leading  nationalities  of  Europe,  and 
of  the  subtle  growth  of  changes 
wrought,  or  likely  to  be  wrought,  in 
the  inner  and  outer  life  of  this  or 
that  people,  by  the  current  of  polit- 
ical events  at  home  and  abroad  ;  by 
the  formation  or  rupture  of  such  or 
such  alliances ;  by  the  influence  of 
such  or  such  a  master-mind ;  by  the 
prevalence  of  this  philosophy,  or  the 
antagonism  aroused  by  that  new 
dogma. 

To  a  novelist,  of  course,  such  a 
faculty  could  not  but  be  invaluable ; 
yet  it  is  equally  certain  that  there  is 
no  career  in  public  life  where  the 
possession  of  it  in  an  equal  degree 
would  not  have  secured  the  highest 
distinction  for  him  who  exercised  it 
skilfully;  and,  indeed,  in  politics, 
in  diplomacy,  and  at  the  Bar,  we 
see  more  obvious  fields  for  its  exer- 
cise, with  benefit  to  the  age,  and  to 
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the  personal  advantage  of  the  man  seldom    ho    repeats    himself ;    still 

himself.  more   wonderful  when  we  remark 

But  far  be  it  from  us  to  underrate  how  many    different   developments 

the  value  of  the  novel  or  the  social  he  gave  to  many  of  his  types ;  and 

essay ;  and  no  one  can  say  that,  in  more  «\'onderful  stiU,  when  we  con- 

the  sphere  Lever  chose  for  the  cm-  sider    that    his    characters    are    so 

ployment  of  this   his  greatest  gift,  often  exhibited  and  tested  by  simi- 

it  has  not  been  employed  with  ad-  lar   incidents    and    experiences — ^in 

mirable  results ;  and  it  is  in   this  which  latter  respect  he  is  more  justly 

application  that  we  have  to  do  with  open   to   the  charge  of   reitenitioiL 

it  now.    As  the  exuberance  of  his  Let  us  take,  for  example,  his  Irish 

inventive    faculties    has    made    his  characters ;  their  name  is  legion ;  and 

works  numerous,   so  this  faculty  of  here,  of  course,  he  was  at  a  spedal 

insight  has   enabled  him  to    cover  advantage.     How  many  delineati^ms 

each  canvas  not  only  with  a  multi-  has  he  given  us  of  the  Irish  gen- 

tude  of  figures,    so  as  to  convey  a  tleman    par    excellence — the    msh 

strong  general  impression  of  life  and  gentleman  of  the  period  which  just 

action,  but  with  //ra>;ui(/«;^€/'«on{B  of  preceded    the    Union  —  who    was 

very  various  types,  and,  even  where  **  formed "     in    what    were    called 

sharing  the  same  type,  preserving,  "the    great    days"    of      Ireland — 

by  artistically  -  expressed    nuancee^  when  close  intercourse  with  France 

their   distinct  identities.      A    fault  lent  a  tone  of  refinement  and  polish 

which    we     not    uncommonly    see  to  the  manners  of 'the  higher  classes, 

in     inferior    artists    is,    that   they  without  in  any  way  detracting  from 

have   but    one  individual  for    eacn  what    was    really  valuable    in   thf 

type,    and  that  individual  too    in-  national  characteristics !     Hownuuiy 

tensely  typical — so  that  under  fifty  distinct  individuals  of  this  gracefa] 

names  we  recognise  the  same  man ;  type  has  he  shown  to  us  1     He  con* 

their    "gentleman"    is    always  the  stantly   surrounds   them    with    the 

same  gentleman,  and  too  exclusively  same  kind  of  surroundings ;  similar 

gentleman-like ;  their  blackguard  the  vicissitudes     of     fortune    overtake 

same    blackguard,  whose  villany  is  them;    even    the    minor    inddeots 

far  too  much    insisted  upon ;  they  affecting  their  careers  are  often  ideo* 

cannot  sufficiently    subordinate  the  tical,    and  yet  never  is  one  merely 

type  to  the  individual,  and  so  they  the  r^cA/it/jfd  of  an  antecedent  deline^ 

become  monotonous.    But  the  higher  ation.     "  The  Knight  of  Gwynne*^  is 

artist,  by  apt  dispositions  of  light,  his  archetype  in  this  class— perhaps 

shade,  and  colour,  by  a  variation  of  the  most  finished  and  lovable  of  all 

his  accidents,  by  a  suppression  here,  Lcver*s  characters;  but  we  hare  the 

a  projection  or  suggestion  there,  con-  peculiar   and  essential   qualities  of 

trives,  without    losing    his    central  this  hind  of  Irish  gentleman  as  wdl 

idea,  to  develop  it  in  a  hundred  dif-  portrayed  in  seven  (x  eight  distinct 

ferent  ways,     each    conveying  the  individualities, 
ctiect  of  a  new  creation.    Here  Lever       lie    introduces   us  to  the  "  Squi- 

shone  conspicuously.    We  are  aware  reen ''  a  hundred  time5^  but  we  make 

that  he  has  been  accused  of  repeat-  a  large  percentage  of  new  acquidoi-. 

ing«his  characters,  and  we  are  far  ances.     We  have  a  score  of  comic 

from  saying  that  the  cliarge  has  no  Irish   servants — from  Mickey  Free 

foundation ;  but  we  do  say  that  for  a  to  Corny  Delany — all  representative 

man  who  wrote  so  much  and  drew  so  men—all    standing    in     the    same 

many  characters,  it  is  wonderful  how  quaint,  and  exclusively    Irish,  rela- 


1872.]                                     Charles  James  Lever,  887 

tion    to  their  masters,    yet  seldom  ming  up  an  optimist  review  of  the 

trenching    upon   each    other*s  iden-  Seven    Ages  with    the  rather    un- 

tity.       We     have     Irish    farceurs  clerical  sentiment — 
"in  store,  galore" — they  were  char- 

•Mor^a    Affi>r    T  PVAr'«i    ViAftrf ^whnsp  '*  Sure  there's  nonght  like  a  lolly  old  nffe, 

acters    alter    L.evers    nean,— wnose  And  the  patriarchs  knew  this,  it  ealtfia; 

life     18    mamly    devoted    to     practl-  For  though  they  hiokcd  ^oher  and  sage, 

cal  joking,    whom   neither  law  nor  FaiUi.^they  had  their  own  nin  with  the 

Oel,  neither  the  Bailiff  nor  the 

op,  will  balk  of  their  fun,   and  yet,  on  fitting  occasions,  by  a  death- 

whose  motto  seems  to  be,  **  II  faut  bed,    or  in  a  house  of    mourning, 

rire  avant  d'etre   heureux  de  peur  the  worthy  Father  displays  all  the 

de  mourir  avant  avoir  ri ;"  but  Bob  best    Qualities  of   a  priest,    and  of 

Mahon    is    as    different   from  Phil  an  Irish  priest.     Old  Hickman  and 

O'Grady  as  Tom  0' Flaherty  is  from  Davenport  Dunnes   father  are    the 

the  other  two;  and    although  they  chief,    and  widely  dissimilar  repre- 

are   all    military,     heavily-indebted,  sentatives  of  another  class,  without 

dun-defying,      kind-hearted,      duel-  which,  Irish  life  as  it  was  sixty  years 

Hng    Irishmen,   with    a*    pistol    in  ago,  could  never  be  properly  depicted, 

one    pocket    and    an    unnegotiablc  and  which  he  has  largely  utilised  in 

acceptance  in    the  other,    their  fun  his  novels ;  the  Irish  money-lending 

and  their  deviltry  are  worn  with  a  agent  who  hurried  the  reckless  squire 

••  difference''    so  great  that   each  is  to  his  destruction,  compassing  it  by 

a  new  creation.  extortionate  interest  and  all  sorts  of 

And  then  his  priests.    We  have  legal  chicanery,  till  the  servant  be- 

them  in    endless   variety,  from   the  ciime  the  master  and  turned  his  old 

finished  product  of  Douai    and  St  employer   out    of    his    own   doors. 

Omer   to  the   copper   coinage  from  'J^hcse,  and  his  fni7i^{r«8,  are  Lever's 

the   Maynooth  mint ;  from  the  pol-  favourite  types ;  we  need  not  adduce 

ished  intriguer  to  the  electioneering  further    examples ;    and   we  repeat 

bully ;    from    the    ascetic    to    the  that  anything  beyond  a  very  super- 

han-vivant ;   yet,    through   all   vari-  ficial  criticism  will,  we  think,  acquit 

ations,    preserving    the    distinctive  him  on  a  charge  of  repetition  to  any 

features  of  their  order — of  the  na-  serious  extent, 

tional    priesthood.       He     generally  What   we    have   hitherto  said  as 

represents  them,  by  the  by,   in  an  to  Lever's  delineations  of  character, 

amiable  light,    which,    in    an  Irish  must    be    understood    to  refer   to 

Protestant,    is    worthy  of  remark  ;  his  male  characters  only.     With  the 

unless,    indeed,    the    rigid  Catholic  other    sex    his    success    has    been 

might  think  he  detected  the  hand  of  by    no  means  equal,  and  does    not 

an    enemy  in  the    frequency    with  indeed  very    often    reach    beyond 

which  he  finds  his  director  the  life  mediocrity.     His  sketches  constantly 

of    the  company  in    a    spirituous,  err  in  one  of  two  opposite  extremes 

rather  than    a   spiritual  sense.     In  — either  they  are  characterised  by  a 

that  capacity,  indeed,  he  is  a  great  stiff  and   dull   conventionalism,   or 

favorite  of  Lever's.     There  are  few  they  are  hizarres,  extravagant,  and 

better    fellows,    for   instance,    than  unnatural. 

Father  Tom  Loftus,  though,  like  He  has  not  many  types,  and  the 

individuals  who  represent  them  are 

*' Father  Magan,  constantly   similar,   and    sometimes 

But  a  bit"of  rrSgu^T" b?t  «"f  a  rogiic ;"  .  identical     Among  his  heroines  pro- 
per there   is  a    strange  absence  of 

and   Uiough  he  is  capable  of  sum-  variety.     There  is  but  little  to  dis- 
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tinguish      Lucy     Dashwood     from  dred  of  these  heau-ideal  heroines ;  a 

Helen  D*Arcy,  or  Marie  de  Meudon,  dash  of  her  and  of  Donna  Inez  would 

or    Louisa   Bellew,    or  Lady    Julia  have  taken  the  chill  off  their    icy 

Egerton,    or   the   Kate    Kearney  of  regularity ;   and    the  frank  ardour 

his   last  novel,  or    indeed   any  one  and  military    ahamhn  of    Minette, 

of  his  heroines  from    any  of   the  the      delightful      little     tivandUre 

rest.       But    not  only    are  they  all  of  the  4th  Cuirassiers,   would  ha?e 

alike,   which   is   bad — to  our  think-  made     them    less     "proper,'*     p€f^ 

ing    they     are    decidedly     uninter-  haps,     but  infinitely   more  lovable. 

csting,   which    is    worse  —  and    we  Why  do  we  see  so  little  of  those 

make    their    acquaintance    without  whom  we  recognise  as  our  own  flesh 

any  emotion,  save,  perhaps,  that  of  and  blood  ?  and  having  shown  that 

surprise  at  the  instantaneous  passion  flesh  and  blood  are  at  his  command, 

with  which  they  inspire  the  heroes  why  does  he  so  often  prefer  the  lay 

and  their  "  assistants.'*    Yet  they  arc  figure   to  the  living   model  ?     The 

certainly  not  stupid ;  some  of  them,  reason  may  partly  be,   that,  at  the 

indeed,    are    painfully    intellectual,  time  Lever  wrote  his  great  novelB, 

(Sybella  Kellet,    for  example,    was  ladies  were,   no  doubt,  much  more 

equally  great  in    finance,     political  conventional  than  they  are  now,  and 

economy,  and  landscape-gardening) ;  a  novelist  could  not,  perhaps,  Ten- 

but  in  conversation,  when  they  are  ture  to  let  his  heroine  in  high  Ufe 

grave,    their  tone  is  didactic,    and  indulge  her  uidividuality  at  the  ez- 

when  they  indulge  in  a  lighter  vein,  pense  of  the  "sealed  pattern;"  and, 

they  seldom  display  the  naivete  and  indeed,  we  rather  think  Baby  Blake 

eapUfjlerii'  proper  to  the  humour  and  was    considered   **  shocking"    when 

raillery  of  bright  young    girls ;    if  she  first  made  her  appearance, 
they  confess  their  passion,  the  con-        But  the  sensation  novel,  the  girl 

fession  is    made  in  the    measured  of  the  period,  and  the  general  derd- 

phrases  of  the  *  Polite  Letter- \iTiter  ;*  opment    of  the    hitherto  oppressed 

and  their  rejected  suitors  are  dis-  sex,  have  given  us  all  broader  views, 

missed  with  a  homily,  a  pastoral  ben-  and  we  are  surprised  that,  in  his 

ediction,  and  the  honorary  rank  of  later  works,   Lever*s   heroines  haTe 

brother.  not  profited  more   largely  by  their 

The)''  are    beautiful,   of    course;  emancipation, 
equally  of  course  they  are  truthful,        We  would  not  wish  them  to  be 

dutiful,   self-denying,  and  chaste  as  less  virtuous,  but  that  their  virtues 

Diana  ;  they  are  indeed  full  of  all  the  should  be  less  stilted    and  less  in- 

virtues  ;  but  wo  find  them  faultily  sisted  upon. 

faultless,  and  the  monotony  of  their        Another    common    and    equally 

perfection  rather  bores  and  oppresses  conventional  type  is  his  aristocratic 

us.    How  they  captivated,  and  were  mother,  who  schemes  matrimonially 

captivated  by,  all  these  fighting,  frolic-  for   her   offspring;    and  when    we 

some,  hare-brained,  and  highly  irreg-  have    made    the     acquaintance    cf 

ular  young  men,  we  are  puzzled  to  Lady  Charlotte  Hinton    and   Lady 

understand,  until  we  remark  that  it  Wallincourt,     we    know  them    alL 

is  always    love   at   first  sight — the  Their  titles    are  differ<snt,  but  that 

merest  glimpse   being  sufficient    to  is  the  or.lv  difference.     The  raiton 

inspire  a    mutual    flame  which  in-  d'etre  of  those  ladies,   for  the  pur- 

duces  the  gentleman   to  undertake  poses  of  the  author,  is  to  thwart  the 

the  labours  of   Hercules,   and  the  hero,  who  is  usually  at  one  part  of 

lady  to  rival  the  constancy  of  Pene-  his  career  both  an  "  ineligible*'  and 

lope.    Baby  Blake  is  worth  a  bun-  a    **  detrimental  ;**    and    they    play 
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their  r6U  conyentionally,  and  devote  Icsque.  Mrs.  Kenny  Dodd  and  Mrs. 
themselyes  to  it  with  conscientious  Paul  Rooney  are  his  ehefs-d'auvre 
concentration  and  uniformity.  We  here ;  if  they  are  unnatursd,  they  are 
must  except  from  the  general  list  of  certahily  immortal,  and  we  would 
^afK^M  <7^m««  Lady  Eleanor  D^Arcy,  not  have  them  other  than  they  are. 
not  that  she  is  a  yery  striking  cha-  Could  anything  he  better  done  than 
racier,  but  because  she  is  lovable,  the  gullibility  and  the  ambition  of 
aad  because  she  is  relieved  from  the  Mrs.  Rooney  and  their  pari  passu 
duty  of  persecuting  the  hero  by  the  progress  ? — anything  more  over- 
fict  that  he  is  eligible,  the  opposi-  whelmingly  ludicrous  than  the 
tion  coming  in  this  instance  from  scrapes  and  escapades  of  Mrs. 
the  other  side,  under  conduct  of  Dodd?  The  manoeuvring  widow,, 
his  mother,  Lady  Netherby,  in  the  the  vulgar  match-maker,  the  cam- 
regulation  style.  paignine  spinster  of  many  a  stricken 

Not  erring  on  the  side  of  conven-  field — mese  are  the  female  types  on 
tionalism,  certainly,  arc  the  formid-  which  the  cunning  of  Lever's  hand 
able  sister  of  Mr.  Bagenal  Daly  and  is  best  displayed,  and  some  of  the- 
some  slighter  sketches,  ending  with  best  of  all  his  efforts  have  been 
Miss  Betty  O'Shca  in  *Lord  Ril-  made  in  this  field.  Indeed  no  one 
ffobbin,'  of  the  same  type — an  elder-  has  surpassed  him  in  it,  and  this  tri- 
iV  spinster  whom  an  early  blight  of  umphant  success  goes  far  to  atone  for 
tiie  affections  has  developed  not  his  failures  in  delineation  at  a  higher 
into  a  sUrew,  but  into  a  violent  man  level.  It  appears  to  us  that,  in  his. 
in  petticoats ;  kind-hearted,  indeed,  greatest  novels,  his  own  interest  was 
but  with  a  tongue  like  a  tomahawk,  too  much  centred  in  the  separate 
and  the  temper  of  a  tigress,  which  action  of  the  heroes,  which  often  bears. 
keeps  her  perpetually  on  the  verge  of  but  remotely  on  the  development 
assault  and  battery,  and  makes  her,  of  the  plot ;  that  he  was  too  much 
though  on  the  side  of  ^^  the  moral-  absorbed  in  the  incidents  of  their 
ities,  terrible  as  Nemesis  in  that  campaigns,  and  in  their  own  adven- 
posidon.  This  is  not  an  exaggera-  tures  and  hairbreadth 'scapes,  to  have 
tion,  it  is  a  distortion  of  nature.  A  much  thought  to  spare  for  the  dam- 
disappointed  woman  is  often  a  most  sels  who  were  languishing  for  them 
unpleasant  person  to  associate  with,  at  home.  We  constantly  lose  sight 
but  her  unpleasantness  is  revealed  of  these  ladies,  and  forget  all  about 
in  a  shrewish,  feline,  and  essentially  them  for  long  periods,  and  every- 
feminine  way ;  it  does  not  proclaim  thing  is  going  well  with  us,  for  the 
itself  in  the  voice  and  swagger  of  a  hero  is  happily  as  oblivious  as  our- 
buccanecr.  selves,  till  suddenly  some  unlucky 

Lever  has  been  perfectly  success-  association  reminds  the  gallant  of 

fu],  however,  where,  instead  of  ask-  his  love.     Then,   indeed,  he  makes 

ing  us  to  admire  his  females  of  the  up  for  weeks  of  forgetfulness  by  a 

higher   type,  he  has  invited  us  to  passionate  reverie,  a  frenzied  solilo- 

rejoice  with  unquenchable  laughter  quy,  and  an  amount  of  woe,  desola- 

over  the  follies  and  vulgarities  of  tion,  and  despair,  which  sit  strangely 

another  class.  on  the  young  gentleman  who,   ten 

His    fun    about    the    sex    is    in-  minutes    ago,    was    chantine    that 

finitely    better   than    his    earnest ;  frantic  bacchanalian  by  the  bivouac 

here  he  gives  the  rein  to  his  broad-  fire,    and    who,     in    another    ten 

est   humour,   and   he  and  we   are  minutes,  will  again  be  the  life  oV 

carried  away,   convulsed,   into    the  the  party,  and  clamouring  for  **a 

realms    of    extravaganza    and    bur-  bottle  more.'' 

VOL.   cxix. — NO.    DCLXXXni.  z 
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It   seems  as  if  the  love  and  the  "  *  Rnthcr  proud  mysdf,  If  that's  all,' 

ladies  were  simply  introduced,  out  ™W    l>mj«ey,    d™wl„«    U^^Xt  ^^ 

of  deference  to  the  prescriptive  righte  ^.t,,,,-,^  imitation  of  diKuity. 

of  novel-readers,  and  we  seem  to  feel  **  'Only  becomlnely  m),  Mr.  I>cmp0ey 

that  they  bore  the  author  as  much  —a  proper  Bensc  of  eelf-reppect,  a  due 

as  they  bore  ourselves.     He  labours  Reeling  for  your  future  poslUon  in  life 

^    .,  •'                ...       i„    u^^^„^^  —I  never  saw  more  tlian  tJiat,  I  most 

at  them    conscientiously,   however,  ^^,     j^ow,  I  couldn't  help  r^mukinc 

but  only  to  make  his  books  too  long,  the  way  that  young  lady  tiipcw  hendlf 

and  to  encourage  the  dissolute  habit  into  the  chair,  and  the  glance  she  save 

of  skipping.     He  has  treated,  as  we  "J  the   room.     It  waa   number  eQ^t, 

I ^  iiL««^«  «•:/!   *u^  /«;-  e^  *«rtcf  Mr.  Dempscv,  with  tiie  chintz  fumitiire, 

have  already  said,  the  fair  sex  most  ^,,^,  ^,^^  |r„,klig-glaM  over  the  clilmiMT! 

successfully  from  a  comic  point  of  well,    reuUy,   you'd   sav,    it  ifUB  poor 

view,  and  the  best  use  he  has  made  Leonanrs  1*00111,  with  tlic  settee  bed  la 

of  the  tender  passion  is  to  burlesque  the  corner— the  look  she  gave  it! ' 

it     Asago<^^^             of  his  style  ^::^^i:^  ,-^^^-^,  ,^^^^ 

when   in   this  humour,   we   extract  valuing;  judgment  of  what  every  boanl- 

from  the  *  Knight  of  Gwynne    a  de-  cr  re^rded  as  the  very  sanctom  of  the 

lightful  dialogue  which  takes   place  Furahally  Temple, 

between  a  certein  Mr.  Dempsev,  an  " 'Truth,  everv  word  of  it!'  rcaimh 

ij    ,      1^ u^i^«    ««^     \f^I    b\^  ^*<1  *1»^-  turn.    *I  thought  my  can  do* 

elderly    bachelor,   and    Mrs.    1?  um-  ^^^^.^^  ,„^.   ^^  g,,^  ^^j^-^  ^/^  ^^^^^ 

ball}',     a    widow     lady,    m    whose  »»oh,  it's  all  very  neat  and  clean!"— 

boarding-house     he     resides.      Mr.  neut   and   clean.    Mr.    Dempeey!     The 

Dempsey  has   conceived  an   ardent  elegdnt  nig  which  I  worked  mywlf— 

.nd  entirely  n.isplaced  passion  for  ^'l^.f]Sl!'i^X'^lZ%f^}^'iU^ 

a  lovely  young  lady  of  high  station,  the  dojj  has  only  three  1cr«.' 

5vhom,  with  her  mother,  an  untoward  "  *  PersiKjctive,   Mr.    Dempsey— donH 

accident  has  brought  as  a  temporary  fora:et  its  perspective;  and  if  the  blrd*t 

.sojourner  to  the  same  establishment,  JJ'^"*^^  »••«  maroon    I  couldnH  help  It- 

and  thus  he  and  his  landlady  dis-  [J,,^;,",  "'^  ^'^^^  ^^»^°^  to  be  had  &  the 

course  upon  the  subject: —  »*  'The  group  is  fine— devilish  nne!' 

said    PiiuU  with  tlie  air  of  one  whoM 

,     .X     ,                             ^,     -^  word  W!is  llnnl. 

"•  Isn  t  she  very  young,  Mr.  Demp-  -  ' »» Xwit  and  clenn"  were   the  «- 

*cy?' said  Mrs.  Fum,blyly.  p^es.Vu)n^    she    used!       I     could    hftVQ 

**'Twcnty,  or  thereabouts,  I  take   t,  cried   a**  I    lii^rd  it'     Here   the  lady, 

said    Paul,    carelessly— *  quite    suitable  j,robably     in      cousidcraUon     for    the 

as  rcjpirds  age.'  omlssloli,  wiped  her  eyes,  and  dropped 

"  *  I  never  thought  vou'd  marry,  Mr.  1^^  voice  to  a  very  sympathcUc  key. 

Dcmiisey,'  wild  Mre.  Fum,  with  a  bin-  »i  ^shc   meant  it  well-dcpcnd  mxm 

gulshliig  look,  Uiat  contracted  strangely  it,  Mr:*.  Fum,  she  meant  it  welL' 

with  the  habitually  shrewish  expression  "  » And  the  old  ladv,*  resomed  lira. 

of  the  » Panther's' face.                -,.    ,    ,  FunibjiUy,    deaf   to   every  conaolaUoii, 

-*Cant  help  it,  Mrs.  Fum.    The  last  Mav   back  in   bor  chair  this  way,  and 

of  Uio  Romans  I    No   more   Dempseys  gaia.    *»Oh,  it  will   oil  do  vciy  weB— 

when   I'm    gi>ne,    if   I   dpn  t      Elder  you'll   not   lind   us   troublesome,  Ifn. 

branch    all   dropped   otT— last   twig   of  Flumary!"      I   haven't   been  tlie  held 

the  younger  myself.'  (,f   this  establishment  eight-and-twentr 

"•Ah!    these   arc   considerations   in-  vi-ars    to     be    caUed    Flumary.      How 

dccdl'  sighed    the   bdy.      *But    don't  these   airs   arc  to  be    tolerated  by  the 

you   think    that    a   person    mi>re   like  other  lM»nrders,  I'm  sure  is  more  than  1 

yourself  in  taste — more  similar  !»  opin-  can  say.' 

ion  of  the  world?     She  looks   proud,  **It"apr>eared  more  tlion  Mr.   Dcmp* 

Mr.  Denii>sey ;   I  should  say,  overbe:ir-  ney  eould  say  also.   If  one  might  pro* 

in.ixly  proud.*  nounce    froni    the  woc-begoue   exprc»- 
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hU  face  ;  for,  up  to  tliis  moment, 
wrapped  up  in  tbe  mysterious 
of  the  aflair,  he  had  lost  Bight 
the  contiictinpf  interests  tfiis 
advent  would  call  into  Activity, 
lat  wasn't  oll,^  continued  Mrs. 
lly;  *  for  when  I  told  them  the 
lionr  WAS  tive,  tlie  old  lady  in- 
3d  me  with—'*  For  the  present 
vour  permission — we  should 
dining  at  six.^'  Did  any  one 
tar  the  like  ?  I'll  have  a  pretty 
n  in  tiic  house,  when  it  gets 
Mrs.  Mackay  will  have  her  tea 
8  every  night — Mr.  Dunlop  will 
breakfast  in  bed.  I  wouldn't 
;)rlscd  if  Miss  Boyle  stood  out 
.h  in  the  middle  of  the  dnv.' 
1 !  *  exclaimed  Paul,  holding  up 
nds  in  horror. 

row  and  protest,  I  expect  that 
exclaimed  Mrs  Fum,  as  folding 
as,  and  fixing  her  eyes  rigidly 
^to,  slic  sat,  the  id6al  of  abused 
jared  benevolence.  *  Indeed, 
tnpsey,'  said  she,  after  a  long 
on  both  sides,  *  it  would  be  a 
'each  of  the  regard  many  years 
lacy  with  you  has  formod,  if  I 
;  say  that  your  atfeetions  arc 
id.       Beauty    is     a    perishable 

I  looked  at  Mrs.  Fumbally,  and 
struck   with  the    truth  of   her 

t  tlio  qualities  of  the  mind, 
mpsey,  tliosc  rare  endowments 
^e  happy  the  home  and  iiearth. 
fond  of   bcef-hosh  with  pickled 

said     she,    smiling     sweetly; 
on  shall  have  one  to-diiy.* 
od    creature ! '     muttered    Paul, 
le   pressed    her   hand   affcction- 
The  best  heari  in  the  world  ! ' 

yes,*  sighed  the  lady,  half 
ising;  *  conformity  of  temper — 
mcy  of  the  reed — the  tender 
ent  of  the  ivy.' 

coughed,  and  drew  himself 
lly,  and,  as  if  a  sudden  thought 
[  to  him  that  he  resembled  an 
the  forest,  he  planted  his  feet 
nd  stood  stiflf  and  erect 
1  are  not  half  careful  enough 
fourself,     Mr.    Dempsey — never 

0  changing  your  damp  clothes 
assure  yon  the  climate  here 
it;    and    when  you    come   in, 

1  wet,  you  shouid  always  step 


in  here,  on  your  way  up-stairs,  and 
take  a  little  something  warm  and 
cordial.  I  don't  know  if  you  approve 
of  this,'  suiting  the  action  to  the  words. 
Mrs.  Fum  liad  opened  a  small  cupboard 
in  tlie  wall  ana  token  out  a  quaint- 
looking  flask,  and  a  very  diminutive 
glass. 

**  *  Nectar,  by  Jove !  —  downright 
nectar.' 

**'Made  with  some  white  currants 
and  ginger,'  chimed  in  Mrs.  Fum, 
simply,  as  if  to  imply— See  what  skill 
can  efiect— behold  the  magic  power  of 
intelligence ' 

**  *  White  currants  and  ginger ! ' 
echoed  Paul,  holding  out  the  ghiss  to 
be  refilled. 

*'  'A trifle  of  spirits,  of  course.' 

**  *0f  course!  couldn't  be  comforting 
without  It' 

**  *  That's  what  poor  dear  Fumbally 
always  called,  *'  Ye  know,  ye  know ! '' 
It  was  his  droll  way  of  saying 
*'Noyau!"'  Here  Mrs.  F.  displayed  a 
conflict  of  smiles  and  tears;  a  perfect 
April  landscape  of  her  features.  *Ho 
had  such  spirits.' 

" '  I  don't  wonder,  if  he  primed  him- 
self with  this  often,'  said  Dempsey, 
who  at  last  relinquished  his  glass,  but 
with  evident  un^ilUingness. 

'"He  used  to  say  that  his  was  a 
happy  home!'  sobbed  Mrs.  Fum,  while 
she  pressed  her  handkerchief  to  her 
face. 

**Paul  did  not  well  know  what  he 
should  say,  or  if,  indeed,  he  was  called 
upon  to  utter  a  sentiment  at  pll;  but 
he  thought  he  could  have  dnink  another 
glass  to  the  bite  Fum's  memory,  if  hi* 
widow  hadn't  kept  such  a  tight  grip  of 
the  flask. 

***0h,  Mr.  Dempsey,  who  could 
have  thought  it  would  come  to  tliis  ':* ' 
Tlie  sorrowful  drooping  of  her  eyelids, 
as  she  spoke,  seemed  to  intimate  an 
allusion  to  tlie  low  state  of  the  decanter, 
and  Dempsey  at  once  replied — 

"'There's  a  very  honest  glass  in  it 
still.' 

** '  Kind  — ^kind  creature ! '  sobbed 
Mrs.  Fum,  as  she  poured  out  the  last  of 
tlie  liquor.  And  Paul  was  sorely 
puzzled,  whether  the  encomium  applied 
to  the  defunct  or  himself.  *Do  yon 
know,  Mr.  Dempsey '—here  she  gave  a 
kind  of  hysterical  giggle,  that  might 
take  any  turn,  hilarious  or  the'rcverao, 
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as    events    should     dictate— *  do     vou  nearly  describes  it — which  supports 

know,  that  as  I  sec  von  there,  standinff  ^^e  unflagging  vitality  of  his    own 

before  the  Are,  lookfne  so  pleasant  and  interest  in  liis  own  handiwork,   his 

cheerful,  so  much  at  home,  as  a  body         ,         .   ,   «««»^«*u«.  ^^uu  \S2 

mijfht  say,  I  can't  help  fancying  a  great  unbounded  sympathv  with  his  own 

resemblance  between  you  and  my  poor  creations,  and  a  semblance  of  unpucit 

dear  Fum.    Ho  was  older  than  yon,*  and  joyous  faith  in   the    romantic 

suid    she,    rapidly,   as  a  Blight    cloud  illusions  with   which   he   surrounds 

passed    over    Paul's    features  ;—*  older  xktv,^^    *»;«    <>nti.<iw«na   aK*«»a 

and    stouter,    but    ho    had    the   same  ^  ^  ^hen    his    squadrons   charge. 

jocose  smile,  the  same  merry  voice,  and  we  feel  that   he  is  witn  tnem,  ana 

even  that  little  fidgety  habit  with  the  that  their  elan  is  his.     It  is  with 

hands.      I   know  youMl  forgive  me—  the  gusto  of  an  expert  that  he  assists 

"^Cta'w^in'all  probability  strictly  !f  P^^:^^^-''^^  ."^^.f  L^ 

correct,  inasmuch  as  for  several  years  the  wicked  twinkle  of  his  eye  as  he 

before  his  demise  tlie  gifted  individual  lays  the  train   and  awaits   the  «z* 

had  hiboured  under  a  perpetual  *De-  plosion.     He    concentrates    all    his 

lirium  tremens.'  subtlety  on  the  diplomatic  common- 

"*He    rather    liked    this    kind    of  .  ^„  ^/^ '^^-^ „i;x;^„  .„  j -^_.^>-.  «^ 

thing,'    said    Paul,    pantomimhig    the  mgs  of  pnnci^litaes  and  powow,  and 

action  of  drinking  with  his  now  empty  points  a  repartee  in  a  comDat  or  wiCs 

glass.  with  the  animue  and  zest  of  a  parti- 

**  *  In    moderation— only    in    moder-  g^n,     it  is  this  which  brings  him  to 

"*-Ke  heard  that  it  disagreed   with  ^he  banquet  of  life  with  ^J^^^^^ 

him.'  rejoined  Paul,  who,  not  pleased  appetite  for  all  that  is  set  before 

with     his     eountcn)art,     resolved    on  him,  and  intensifies  his  connoisstur* 

showing  his  knowle&e  of  his  habits.  like  relish  for  that  which  is  best 

*»»8olt  did'  slghca  Mrs.  Fum;  *and  j|.  ig  ^  invaluable  auxfliaiT— we 

'^^P?7VJa^  {Sar^>Trd  Paul ;  and  may  ahnost  call  it  a  physicid^. 

then    muttered    to    himself.    *on    the  ary — to  his  mental  forces,   and  we 

morning  he  died.'  "  know   of  no  other  writer  who  has 

been  so   happ^  in  its  possesiioa ; 

but  it  has  blmded  shallow  critics 

We  have  enumerated  what  appear  and  superficial  readers  to  his  hidicr 

to  us  to  be  the  more  remarkable  of  qualities,  so  that  we  find  them  dos- 

Lever's    intellectual   qualities— yiz.,  ing  his   books    with    the    Terdkt, 

insight    into    character  ;    power  of  **  A  triumph  of  animal  sfMrits  !  ** 

analysing  motive ;  a  lightning  per-  This    is    to    confound    the   motive 

ception  of  analogies ;  humour,   wit,  power     with    the    thing   which   is 

satire,  and  descriptive    powers    of  moved  ;  for  this  gift,   entirelT  dis- 

universal  adaptability.    In  addition  tinct    from    his    great    intdlectoal 

to  these,  and  in  a  great  measure  re-  faculties,  simply  brought  them  into 

suiting  from  them,   he  brought  to  action    with  vigour  and  preeerred 

bear  upon  his  work  a  constantly-  their  elasticity  ;  just  as  tlie  width 

increasing  and  thoughtfully-acquired  of  his  sympathy  was  distinct  from 

knowledge  of  men  and  affairs  ;  and  his  power  of  delineation.  altfaoQgh, 

he  had  yet  another  quality  not  in  in  making  all  mankind  his  kin,  it 

itself    intellectual,    but    acting    in  gave  him  the  stand-point  of   inti- 

medical   parlance,  as  an  admirable  mate  familiarity,  whence  he  might 

**  vehicle  "  for  his  higher  gifts.    This  observe,  and  where  he  might  sketch 

is  the  <|uality — ^we  do  not  think  that  them. 

it  is  qmte  correctly  described  by  tiie  Lever's  earlier  novels — let  as  Wkj 

term  **  animal  spirits^'*  but  perhaps  the  first  eight — are  unquestionablr 

there  is  no  expression   that   more  those  by  which  his  reputation  vrSu 
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be  best  maintained ;  for  though  his  estly,  as  a  politician  and  a  patriot 

later  performances  are  often  superior  For  Lever  was  intensely  parotic  ; 

in  certain  artistic    points, — in    the  he  was,  before  everything,  an  Irish 

more  skilful  evolution  of  the  plot,  man.    His  cosmopolitan  sagacity,  it 

for  instance,  in  the  ease  of  the  dia-  is  true,  disclosed  to  him  the  errors, 

logue,  and  in  a  greater  freedom  from  the  follies,   and  the  crimes  of  his 

irrelevant  matter, — still  they  want  country ;  but  he  loved  her  with  all  his 

the  terte  and  vigour   and    almost  heart,   and  gloried  in  the  brillian; 

profligate  display  of  imaginative  re-  genius  of  her  sons.     Study,  ezperi- 

source  which  characterise  their  pre-  ence,  familiarity,  and  complete  sym- 

deoessors.      In  the  early  books  we  pathy  with  his  subject,   therefore, 

have  more  merits  and  more  defects  were  all  brought  to  bear  upon  the 

— ^in  the  later  the  defects  are  fewer,  Irish  element  of  his  novels,  and  the 

and  the  merits  are  less    decided ;  result  was  a  success  which  no  other 

but,  when  we  take  each  group  as  a  Irish  novelist  has  approached, 

whole,  and  place  them  in  the  scales  The    other  —the    military — ele- 

against  each  other,  there  is  no  sort  ment    which    chiefly    distinguishes 

of  doubt  as  to  which  side  of  the  these  books,  was  not  only  congenial 

balance    is    undermost     The    first  to  him,   but  his  natural  bias  was 

novels    contain    the    best    of    his  stimulated  by  the  stupendous  mili- 

**  Irishry," — the     field    where    his  tary  events  which  came  to  a  close  in 

humour  most  happily  disports  itself,  his  childhood,  and  the  memories  of 

— and  they  have  to  do  with  a  period  which  were  perfectly  recent  when 

when  Irish  life  was  more  picturesque  he  was  at  the  age  most  receptive  of 

than  it  is  nowadays,  and  when  Irish  vivid    impressions.     We  can   see — 

character  showed  to  greater  advan-  in   the  splendid  military  spectacle 

tage  than  it  does  by  the  light  of  with     which     he     has     presented 

more  modern  events.     Then  Lever  us,     extending    from    the    French 

had,  in  his  earliest  youth,  the  privi-  Revolution      to     Napoleon^s     final 

l^e  of  knowing  some  of  the  emi-  eclipse — we  can  see  now  his  young 

nent  men  who  had  figured  promi-  imagination  had  been  captivated  by 

neatly  in  the  history  of  his  country  his  theme,  and  we  can  detect  the 

at  the  close  of  the  last  and  com-  minute    care    with  which    he    had 

meneement  of   the  present  century  studied  ^he  military  history  of  that 

— and  with  many  of  their  younger  period — we  read  them  in  the  infinity 

associates  he  was  intimate ;  so  that  of  detail  with  which   his  pages  are 

a  thousand  fresh  traditions  of  the  enriched,   and  in   the  martial    fire 

wit^  the  eloquence,  and  the  exploits  which  illuminates  them. 

of    his    brilliant    predecessors — of  Study  and  sympathy  here,   too, 

Burke,  and  Curran,  and   Plunkett,  were  his  coadjutors,  and  here  his 

and  Yelverton,  and  Grattan,  and  a  descriptive  powers  had  ample  room 

host  of  other  celebrities — were  re-  and  verge  enough  for  boundless  ex- 

ceiTed  into  his  mind,  as  good  seed  patiation. 

into  a  congenial  soil.  In  the  later  novels   there  is  no 

It  is  obvious,  too,   that  he  had  such  grand  central  point  of  interest ; 

closely  studied  Jreland^s  social   and  his  sympathy  is  less  complete,  and  the 

political    condition    at     the    Union  intensity  derived  from  early  impres- 

period,  not  merely  to  catch  super-  sions  is  awanting,  so  that  they  pale 

ficial  traits  of  the  humorous  or  the  before  the  greater  brilliancy  of  Uieir 

picturesque,  which  he  did  in  such  predecessors.     On   the  other  hand, 

abundance,  but    deeply  and    earn-  in  these  predecessors  we  see  more 
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clearly — we  will  not  say  his  insensi-  expense  of  a  considerable  strain  on 
biUty  to  the  pathetic — ^but  his  in-  our  credulity, 
ability  to  bring  it  before  us;  his  An  over-indulgence  in  long  so- 
comparative  weakness  as  a  delineator  liloquies  on  the  part  of  his  heroes 
of  female  character;  and  his  defi-  is  another  obstruction  with  which 
cioncy  in  constructive  skill.  he  retards    the    easy   flow   of   his 

The  most  prominent  result  of  the  narrative.    For  this  fault  we   may 

latter  defect  is  one  that  would  bo  fatal  probably  blame  the   autobiograph- 

to  books  less  brilliant  in  their  de-  ical    form    which    Lever    employs 

tails,  for  it  is  this,  that  the  thread  of  in  some  of  his  best  novels ;   other 

the  story  is  continually  interrupted  blemishes  are  traceable,  though  less 

by  malapropos  anecdotes ;  our  sym-  directly,  to  it ;  and  unquestionaUy 

pathy  with  the  hero  and  our  interest  it  hampers  an  author  more  than  the 

in  the  plot  are  brusquely  arrested,  epic  or  the  epistolary  form,  and  de- 

and,  for  long  chapters,  we  have  to  prives   him   of  many  resources,  or 

follow  some  casual  raconteur  who  only  makes  them  available  at  a  sae- 

changes  the  ventie  of  our  interest,  rifice  of  artistic  symmetry.    We  may 

so  t^t  it  is  only  by  an  irksome  add  to   these,  remarks  on  his  odd* 

effort  of  memory  that  we  dissociate  structive  deficiencies,  that,  in  two  or 

the  incidents  of  the  subordinate  tale  three  instances,  he  has  encumbered 

from    those    of  the  novel — a  diffi-  himself  bv  an  elaborate  effort  to  re* 

culty  not  seldom  increased  by  the  present  the  hero's  fate  as  a  sort 

subordinate  tale  becoming  the  parent  of    shuttlecock    between    two    op- 

of  a  sub-di^ossion.  posing  agencies — a  beneficent  and 

In  addition  to  these  illegitimate  a  malignant  one — and  to  keep  per- 
excursions,  his  stories  are  often  too  petually  before  us  the  minute  de- 
much  overlaid  with  incidents,  which,  tails  of  their  anta^nism^  his  diiB* 
from  their  very  number,  he  can  only  culty  being  often  increased  by  the 
utilise  for  the  development  of  the  necessity  that  virtue  should  eventu- 
plot  by  violent  and  inartistic  devices,  ally  triumph. 
He  is  encumbered  by  the  wealth  of  In  *  Harry  Lorrequer,'  Lerer'e 
his  fancy ;  he  lavishes  on  one  chap-  first  novels  we  see  the  germ  of  bia 
ter  the  material  for  a  book,  and  on  best  merits  and  the  f uU  develop* 
one  book  the  material  for  a  whole  ment  of  his  worst  defects ;  nothing 
library  of  fiction ;  and  we,  too,  em-  could  be  richer  than  the  imagiii- 
barrassed  by  his  profusion,  some-  ative  fertility  which  he  has  1at«, 
times  feel  faialf  inclined  to  give  up  ished  on  its  pages,  and  in  no  otfaor 
the  plot  in  despair — to  divert,  by  a  book  of  his  is  constructive  fail- 
conscious  effort,  our  interest  from  ure  so  marked.  It  can  scarcely  be 
the  final  issue,  and  devote  ourselves  said  to  have  any  plot,  and  it  baa 
to  the  separate  enjoyment  of  each  not  even  the  general  outline  of  a 
episode  as  it  presents  itself.  The  campaign  to  give  cohesion  to  its 
improbability  of  Lever*s  incidents —  numerous  links ;  for  the  militaiy 
of  which  we  think  more  than  enough  incidents  are  only  introduced  in 
has  been  made — will  often  be  found  occasional  anecdotes.  It  purports 
to  arise  from  the  necessity  of  con-  to  be  the  confessions  of  an  officer, 
necting  these  irrelevant  anecdotes  whose  confessions  relate  prinoi- 
and  superfluous  incidents  with  the  pally  to  his  doings  in  Irelandi 
plots  which  they  arc  intended  to  where  he  has  b^  quartered ; 
subserve — an  adaptation  which  can  but  indeed  the  confessional  is 
sometimes  only  be  effected  at  the  almost   as   much    occupied  by  his 
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friends,  since,  if  Mr.  Lorrequer  is  laughter,  and  the  "assistants^*  are 
not  engaged  in  doing  something  all  on  the  broad  grin.  We  hare 
noteworthy  himself,  he  is  trayelling  not  a  moment's  breathing-time ;  we 
in  search  of  new  adventures,  and  are  hurried  on  without  respite  from 
the  companions  who  accompany  him  the  astonishing  and  the  ludicrous, 
beguile  the  tedium  of  the  way  with  until  we  reach  the  end  of  the  book, 
t&&  of  their  exploits.  Nothing  when,  if  our  sides  ache,  it  must  be 
could  be  more  amusing  than  this  admitted  that  we  do  feel  that  it  is 
society  of  Ishmaelitish /arctfurtf,  who  possible  to  haye  a  little  too  much 
are  eaual  to  any  extrayagance  and  of  a  good  thing, 
absuroity.  Eyery  man's  hand  is  In  *  Charles  O'Malley' — Leyer's 
against  his  neighbour,  but  they  giye  second  noyel, — the  defects  are,  as 
and  take,  in  the  way  of  practical  might  be  expected,  much  less  con- 
jokes,  with  perfect  equanimity  ;  and  spicuous  ;  and  the  merits  are  greater 
if  any  one  is  for  a  moment  at  a  and  more  yarious,  but  in  *  Jack 
loss  for  a  friend  to  get  him  into  a  Hinton,*  which  followed  it,  he 
difficulty.  Fate  steps  in  and  does  reaches  a  point  of  general  excellence 
it  for  him.  Mess  conyiyialities,  beyond  which,  we  do  not  think  he 
military  reminiscences,  mystifica-  has  advanced  in  any  subsequent 
tions,  personations,  elopements,  fiir-  performance.  In  this  book  we 
tations  in  earnest  and  in  burlesque,  haye  a  yiew  of  the  Irish  life  of  the 
duels  real  and  mock,  eyery  conceiy-  period,  which  is  almost  as  exhaus- 
able  sort  of  scrape,  every  device  to  tive  in  its  details  as  it  is  brilliantly 
compromise  a  man,  and  every  pos-  presented  to  us.  It  was  com- 
sible  and  impossible  contrivance  menced,  he  tells  us,  with  some- 
for  his  disentanglement — such  are  thine  like  a  design  of  caricaturing 
the  materials  which  make  up  the  £nghsh  ignorance  of  Irish  ways ; 
book.  and  with  Siis  purpose,  he  takes  for 
We  pass  our  time  with  this  his  hero  a  young  English  Guards- 
merry  company  in  a  prolonged  man,  and  suddenly  transplants  him 
shout  of  laughter ;  they  never  open  from  the  placid  atmosphere  of 
their  mouths  except  to  say  a  good  London  haut  ton  into  the  rollick- 
thing  or  to  laugh  at  one.  There  ing  and  tempestuous  life  of  the 
is  not  a  tragic,  nor  a  pathetic,  nor  Irish  metropolis.  His  original 
even  a  serious  idea  in  it  A  duel,  design  was  abandoned,  however ; 
one  would  imagine,  might  be  a  and,  save  that  the  hero  admits  as 
grave  affair,  even  with  them ;  but  he  goes  along  that  many  of  his 
not  a  bit  of  it :  the  combatants  prejudices  were  unfounded,  and  that 
brace  themselves  for  the  event  with  he,  to  a  certain  extent,  demonstrates 
a  gallon  of  Burgundy  or  so,  and  go  the  honesty  of  his  avowal  by  marry- 
forth  rejoicing*  to  the  fray — to  re-  ing  an  Irish  lady,  we  hear  no  more 
turn,  it  must  be  confessed,  not  of  it,  and  the  impetus  of  the  stor^ 
generally  much  the  worse  for  the  is  unchecked  by  any  of  the  condi- 
experience.  The  author,  as  a  tions  of  a  specially-directed  satire, 
young  author,  thought  no  doubt  Tragedy,  some  little  pathos,  sober 
that  a  love-affair  in  earnest  was  discussion,  genteel  comedy,  and 
indispensable  in  a  novel — and  we  broadest  farce,  in  turn  lend  their 
have  a  love-affair;  but  farce  hovers  aid  to  expound  and  illustrate  the 
round  the  lover's  wooing,  and  he  is  author's  theme.  We  become  ac- 
more  enamoured  of  the  absurd  than  quainted  with  Irishmen  of  every 
of  Dulcinea — his  sighs  are  sobs  of  grade;  we  see  the  Irish   tempera 
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ment  at  its  best ;  we  see  its  bold-  found  a  new  world,  and,  preferring  it 

ness  and  generosity,  its  blending  of  to  the  old,  we  would  enjoy  it  without 

recklessness    with  deep  feeling,   of  let  or  hindrance.     We  nnd  in  it  a 

a  wild   spirit  of  adventure  with  a  trifle  too  much  gunpowder  and  lead, 

child*  s  docile  tenderness ;    and  we  perhaps,    and    the  stimulants    are 

see  it  at  its  worst — suspicious,  crafty,  rather  too  plentiful ;  but  this  only 

double,  sullen,  and  brutal     We  see  makes  us  regret  that,  with  so  many 

the  prodigality  of  the  squire  minia-  lethal  agencies  at  work,  the  merry 

tured  in  the  peasant's  thnftlessness ;  life  must  certainly  be  a  short  one. 

and  note  that,  with    them    all,  the  Jack  goes  to  the  wars,  too ;  and 

possible    is   equivalent  to  the  pro-  we  liave  some  fine  military  episodea 

bable,  and  the  probable  to  the  cer-  — Vittoria,  the  retreat  from  Bui^pos, 

tain.     We  revel  with  the  ^'  Monks  his  own  capture  by  the  enemy,  a 

of  the    Screw  ;'*    we   listen  to  the  glimpse  of  the  morale  of  a  defeated 

sallies  of  Curran  and  Plunkett,  and  French  army,  and  others — all  most 

pass  thence  through  every  grade  of  powerfully  aone :   but   it   is  princi- 

the  comic,  from  the  boundless  drol-  pally  for  its  Irish  'element  tbU  we 

lery  of  Bob  Mahon  to  the  grotesque  read  this  book,  and  pronounce  it^  in 

and  acid  humour  of  Corny  Delany.  that  respect.  Lever's  cJitf-cTeeuffre. 

We  find  ourselves,  like  Jack  Hin-  It  is  unpossible,  within  our  limitii 

ton,    in  a  new    and    undrcamcd-of  to  extract  any  of  the  very  beatol 

world ;  but  we  soon  got  used  to  it  the  episodes,  because  they  will  not 

No  improbability  startles  us,    and  bear  abridgment ;  but  the  following 

the  impossible  becomes  only  a  trifling  passage  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  fun 

obstacle.     The  oceans  of  Burgundy  of  an  Irish/are<?t/r,  and  gives  us  an 

and  poteen  we  drink  may  account  idea  of  the  devil-may-care  habits  of 

for  that,  as  they  may  account  for  the  Irish  sporting  gentleman  of  the 

the  humorous  gusto  with  which  we  period.    A  party  of   the    "  Galway 

survey    our    own    misfortunes — as  Blazers,"  having   lost  their  way  m 

they  may  account  for  our  constant  a  wild  part  of  the  country,  conM^ 

love-affiiirs,  our  feats  of  horseman-  towards  night,   upon  ** Newgate'* — 

ship,   and  incessant  appeals  to  that  the  mansion  of  Major  Bob  Mahon. 

*^  saw-handled     pistol  ;*'     but    they  This  mansion  has  an  imposing  ez- 

cannot    explain    the    Machiavellian  terior,  but  is,  in  reality,  little  better 

subtlety  with  which  we  baffle  the  than  a  shell;  for  it  has  only  two 

cver-hovering  bailiff,  nor  the  finan-  completed  rooms,  and  the  remainder 

cial  skill  with  which  we  mortgage  are  all  deficient  either  of  roofs  <n*  of 

a  minus  Quantity,  nor  the  address  floors,  or  of  both.     Bob,  who  is  as 

with  whicn  we  bite  the  biter,  and  insolvent  an  Irishman  as  oyer  bailiff 

prove  ourselves  Tartars  to  all  kinds  hunted,   is  somewhat  taken    aback 

of  captors.  when  he  finds  that  he  is  expeetbd 

'Soy  it  is  the  per/ertidum  ingenium  not  only  to  feed  fourteen  hungry 

of  Paddy  land  breathed  through  the  hunters,  but  to  put  them  up  for  the 

perfervidum    ingenium  of    Cnarles  night     He  rallies    himself  quickly. 

Lever,  which  has  inspired  us ;  and  however,  and  contrives  to  solye  the 

we  feel  that,  under  such  an  inspira-  difficulty,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 

tion,  all  these  things  are  possible  to  gratify  his  love  of  mischief,  by  a 

us.    Improbability  ?    Let  us  leave  the  coup  de  main. 

narrow-minded   critic  to  gnaw  Uiat  The  guests  are  plentifully  regaled 

bone  to  his  heart's  content     Who  upon   bacon  and  eggs;   and  when 

che  cares  to  discuss  it  ?    We  have  they  have  washed  down  this  homely 

something  better  to  do.     We    have  fare  with    unlimited    poteen,    their 
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host  introduces  them  to  their  sleep- 
ing quarters. 

**  My  eneste  were,  to  do  them  justice, 
a  good  Illustration  of   my  theory.     A 

Sleasanter  and  a  merrier  party  never  sat 
own  together.  We  had  pood  songs, 
good  stories,  plenty  of  laughing,  and 
plenty  of  diiuk;  until  at  last,  poor 
Darby  became  so  overpowered,  by  tlie 
tomes  of  the  hot  water,  I  suppose,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  be  carried  up  to  bed, 
and  80  we  were  compelled  to  boil  the 
kettle  in  the  parlour.  This,  I  think, 
precipitated  matters ;  for,  by  some 
mistake,  they  put  punch  into  it  instead 
of  water,  and  the  more  you  tried  to 
weaken  the  liquor,  it  was  only  the 
more  tipsy  you  were  getting. 

**  About  two  o'clock,  five  of  the  party 
were  under  tlio  table,  tliroe  more  were 
nodding  backwards  and  forwards  like 
insane  pendulums,  and  the  rest  were 
mighty  noisy,  and  now  and  then  rather 
dispoeed  to  be  qnarrelsome. 

"*Bob,'  said  Lambert  to  me.  In  a 
whisper,  *  if  it's  the  same  thing  to  you, 
ril  slip  away,  and  get  into  bcdT' 

***0f  course,  if  you  won't  take  any- 
thing more.  Just  make  youreelf  at 
home;  and  as  you  don't  know  the  way 
here,  follow  me  I ' 

***rra  afraid,'  said  he,  'I'd  not  find 
my  way  alone' 

"*I  think,'  said  I,  Mt's  very  likely. 
Bat,  comcalong ! ' 

**I  walked  up-stairs  before  him;  but 
instead  of  tuniing:  to  the  left,  I  went 
tlie  other  way,  till  I  came  to  the  door 
of  the  large  room  that  I  have  told  you 
already  was  over  the  big  drawing-room. 
Just  as  I  put  my  hand  on  the  lock,  I 
contrived  to  blow  out  the  candle,  as  if 
it  was  the  wind. 

**  *  What  a  draught  there  Is  here ! ' 
said  I ;  '  but  just  step  In,  and  I'll  go 
for  a  light' 

**He  did  as  he  was  bid;  but  instead 
of  finding  himself  on  my  beautiful 
little  carpet,  down  he  went  fourteen 
feet  Into  the  hay  at  the  bottom!  I 
looked  do^Ti  after  him  for  a  minute  or 
two,  and  tlicn  called  out — 

***A8  I  am  doing  the  honours  of 
Newgate,  the  least  1  could  do  was  to 
show  you  the  drop.  Good  night,  Dan  ! 
but  let  me  advise  you  to  get  a  little 
further  from  the  door,  as  tliere  are 
more  coming.' 


"Well,  sir,  when  they  missed  Dan 
and  me  out  of  the  room,  two  or  three 
more  ^tood  up,  and  declared  for  bed 
also:  The  first  I  took  up  was  Ffrench, 
of  Green  Park:  for,  indeed,  he  wasn't 
a  'cute  fellow  at  the  best  of  times ;  and 
if  it  wasn't  that  the  hay  was  so  low, 
he'd  never  have  guessed  it  was  not  ii 
feather-bed  till  he  woke  In  tlie  morn- 
ing. Well  down  he  went  Then 
came  Eyre!  Then  Joe  Mahon— two- 
and-twenty  stone— no  less!  Lord 
pity  them! — tliis  was  a  great  shock 
entlrelv!  But  when  I  opened  the 
door  for  Tom  Bnrke,  upon  my  con» 
science  you'd  think  it  was  a  'Pande- 
monium they  had  down  there.  They 
were  fighting  like  devils,  and  roaring 
witli  all  their  might 

"*Good  nlghC  Tom!'  said  I,  push- 
ing Burke  f onward.  'It's  the  cows 
you  hear  underneath.' 

"'Cows!'  said  he.  'If  they're 
cows,  begad  they  must  have  got  at 
that  seventy-three  gallons  of  poteen 
you  talked  of ;  for  they're  all  drunt.' 

"With  tliat  he  snatched  the  candle 
out  of  my  hand  and  looked  down  Into 
the  pit  Never  was  such  a  sight  seen 
before  or  since.  Dan  was  pitching 
into  poor  Ffrench,  who  thinking  he 
had  an  enemy  before  him,  was  hitting 
out  manfully  at  an  old  turf-creel,  that 
rocked  and  creaked  at  every  blow,  as 
he  called  out, 

'"I'll  smash  you !  I'll  dinge  your 
ribs  for  you,  you  Infernal  scoundrel ! ' 

"Eyre  was  struggling  In  the  hay, 
thinking  he  was  swimming  for  his  life  ; 
and  poor  Joe  Malion  was  patting  him 
on  the  head,  and  saying,  *  Poor  fellow ! 
good  dog ! '  for  he  thought  it  was 
Towser,  the  bull-terrier,  that  was 
prowling  round  the  calves  of  his  legs. 

"If  they  don't  get  tired,  tlicro'll 
not  be  a  man  of  them  alive  oy  morn- 
ing ! '  said  Tom,  as  he  closed  the  door. 
'And  now,  If  vou'll  allow  me  to  sleep 
on  the  carpet,  I'^U  take  It  as  a  favour.' 

"By  this  time  they  were  all  quiet  in 
the  parlour ;  so  I  lent  Tom  a  couple 
of  blankets  and  a  bolster,  and  havmg 
locked  my  door,  went  to  bed  with  an 
easy  mind  and  a  quiet  conscience.  To 
be  sure,  now  and  then  a  cry  would 
burst  forth,  as  If  they  were  killin!; 
somebody  below-stalrs ;  but  I  soon  fell 
asleep,  and  heard  no  more  of  them. 

"  By  daybreak    next    morning    they 
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mmle  their   CBcapc ;    and  when  I  was  that  it   is   the  Tery  best  of  all  hia 

trjiuLr  to    awake    at   half. uaat  ten,    I  ^ooks,  wo  must  admit  that  it  is  the 

fonnd  Colonel  jrMorris,  of  the  Mayo.  ^  generally  popular,  and  that  it 

with  a  messajro  from  tlic  whole  four.  mwv  gcuwatij    l^^uiox,  a>iu   mm»  ■« 

"»A  bad  basluess  tills,  Captain  Ma-  contams    two  characters  wnicn,  as 

hon,'  said  he ;   *  mv  friends   have  been  far  as    humour    is    concerned,   are 

shockingly  treated/  on  the  whole  the  best  he  has  drawn. 

« *  It's  mighty  hard,'  said  I,  » to  want  ^^^^^0  can  be  no  question,  howerer, 

to  shoot  me,  because  I  hadn't  fourteen  .^.  .     .,,     ^^„^\^  «.>„«.i\,  „^  u— I 

feather-beds  in  the  house.'  ^^^^t  in  this  group  of  novels  we  have 

"*  They  will  be  the  laugh  of  the  whole  an  epitome    of   Levers    most    dis- 

conntry,  sir.'  tinguished    excellences,  and  that  It 

•;» Troth !' said  I  'if  the  country  is  jg  upon  them  that  his  fame  as  % 

not  in  very  low  spirits,  I    think  Uiey  ^^^^^ist  will  mainly  rest 

-'*  There's  not  a  man    of   them  can  ,  ^^^,^^!^l^'!}  '??  ^""^f,',  ^ 

sec!— their   eyes    arc    actually     closed  'Charles   O  Malley     is    ezceedinm 

up ! '  vivid  throughout ;  not  from  the  aku* 

*'  *  T!ie  Lord  be  praised ! '  said  I.    *  It's  f  ul  evolution  of  clever  plots — ^for  the 

not  likely  tliey'll  hit  me."  plots  are  full  of  the  blemishes  upon 

**  But,  to  make  a  short  story  of  it,  out  which  we  have  already  remarked— 

wc  went    Tom  Burke  was  my  friend ;  but  from  the  exciting  nature  of  tlie 

fn^Mli  'Jn^L  Jwnn!S^«i' ™n  "".It  incidcnts,  aud  tho  admirable  way  in 

laughing,  for  such   faces  no  man  ever  i_«  u    iP  a          •      •  x                   Ijtax. 

looked  at.     But    for    self-preservation  wt^^ch  history    is  interwoven    wltn 

sake,  I  thought  it  best  to  hit  one  of  fiction.     The   dramatis  persanm  of 

them;   so    I    Just    pinked   Ffrench    a  Levcr^s  creation   take  part   in    the 

little  under  the  .skirt  of  the  coat.  great    events  with    which    history 

*;*  Come,  Lambert !' said  the  Colonel,  has    made   us    familiar,     and    his- 

*  lt'8  your  turn  now.'  ^^^^^^  characters  descend  from  their 

Ihlt?^                 ''°'  pedestals  to  move  and  act  amidst 

-No,' saidhe,Hhat  was  Ffrench.' J-      ^^^^^^    *ff^     "^^^    T^^  ^. 
a  L-D     A   ri  *:*!?#      u     a^e  Uic  offspnug    of  the   authors 

n.;;WjuJw"r^se'°^n!^/fr>t  f-'ncy.     Th/s  j&e   romantic    shed. 

see  you're  all  SO  like  each  Other  about  the  »  glow  upon  the  real,  and  illasion 

eyes  this  morning '  gains     strength    by    contact    wWl 

**  *  With  this  there  was  a  roar  of  laugh-  reality. 
Ing  from  them  all,  in  which,  I  assure  Not  a   little   of    the   interest   ol 
you,  Lambert  took  not  a  verv  prominent  cTom    Burke'    is   made  to    depend 
part;  for,    somehow,  he  didn  t    fancy  „^^„    xl^    ^^^^^^^t    «^:y»«    #^   «h« 
iny  polite  inquiries  ifter  him ;  and  so  «P0^   **^o    personal    action    of   the 
we  all  shook  hands,  and  left  the  ground  great  Napoleon,  who  constantly  sp- 
as good  friends  as  ever,  though  to  this  pears  upon  the  scene,  not  merely  to 
hour  tlic  name  of  Newgate  brings  less  fight  battles  in   war  or  diplomacy, 
pleasant    recollecUons    to    Uieir   minds  ^^^   ^     g.^   ^        ^^     incidents 
than  if  their  fathers  had  been  hanged  """  /^   o**^*   i*#c  luix^-w  »iv.uiw«a 
at  its  protot\'pe."  of  the  story;  and  Lever  has  dis- 
placed   much      skill    in    choosii^ 
*  Jack  Hinton,*  as  we  have  said,  ^^  situations  *'  for  his    introduction, 
is  Lover's  best  novel,  in  so  far  as  each  incident  being  selected  with  s 
the  Irish  element  is  concerned ;  and  view  to  bringing  out  in  strong  relief 
in  *  Tom  Burke  *  the  pomp  and  cir-  some  of  the  great  man's  distinetfre 
cumstancos  and  romance  of  war  have  characteristics.     Grood  use,  too,  has 
been  set  forth    with    the    greatest  been  made   of  the  almost  fanaticsl 
effect     In  *  Charles  O'Malley '  there  devotion    with  which    the  Emperor 
is  a  happy  blending  of  these  his  two  inspired  every    unit  of  his  armies ; 
favourite    ingredients;  and    if    we  and  we  have    a    representation   of 
hesitate  to  agree  with  the   opinion  a  contest  which    goes    on   in    the 
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mind  of    Tom    Burke,    the    hero,  familiar  to  every  mind,  and  of  other 

between    this     sentiment     and     a  eminent  men  of  the  period,  with  the 

erowing    perception    of    the    moral  purely  imaginary  characters  of  the 

baseness     of     Napoleon.      We    are  books,  is  most  skilfully  done,  and 

allowed  to  watch  each  progressive  forms  a  graceful  bridge  between  fact 

stage  of  a  painful  struggle  against  and  fiction,  whereby  we  pass  to  and 

disulusionment,   until    resistance  is  fro,  with  such  facility,  h'om  one  to 

no  longer  possible ;  and  the  apostle  the  other,  that  we  forget  all  about 

of  fre^om  and  civilisadon,  stripped  the  gulf  that  separates  them.     Wei- 

of   the    attributes  with  which   his  lington  and  Napoleon  are  frequently 

idealising  worshipper  had  endowed  brought  into  familiar  contact  with 

him,  stands  reveaded  to  his  eyes  as  the  heroes  and  prominent  characters, 

the  unprincipled   usurper,   and  the  sometimes  to  rebuke,  sometimes  to 

subverter    of    the   rights   of    man.  reward  them,  and  sometimes  when 

The  disenchantment  brings  anguish  a  deus  ex  machind   is  called  for,  to 

to    the    noble    soul  of   &e   young  extricate    them    from    some    appa- 

soldier ;    but    the  glamour    of  the  rently  inextricable  difficulty.      For 

mighty  genius    is  still  upon  him ;  comic  effects,  this  placing  of  grand 

he  is  still  spell-bound,  and  averting  historical  personages    in  juxtaposi- 

his  eyes  from  the  dark  side  of  his  tion  to  the  novelist's  own  humorous 

idoVs  character,  he  desperately  seeks  creations,     is    wonderfully    telling, 

to  blind  them  in  the  blaze  of  glory  It  is  perhaps  difficult  to   conceive 

which    surrounds    him    as    a    con-  two  characters  more  contrasted  and 

queror.      It    is    a    passion    which  inctngruous    than  Wellington    and 

resists  counsel  and  overcomes  con-  Shakespeare^s  Falstaff ;  the  bare  idea 

yiction ;  which  leads  him  to  forgive  of  coupling  them  together  provokes 

personal    insult    and    wrong,    and  a  smile ;  and  a  combination  equally 

brings  him  back  to  the  no   longer  humorous    has  been    presented    to 

victorious    standards,    forgetful    of  us  by  Lever  in  the  occasional  asso- 

everything    save    that    it    is    the  ciation  of  Major  Monsoon  with  the 

ESmperor's     hour     of    need.      The  hero    of    Waterloo.      Monsoon     is 

strength  of  the  infatuation,  so  uni-  really  the  Falstaff  of  modem  fiction  ; 

versal    in    the    Imperial    ranks,    is  and,  in  the  whole  range  of  it,  there 

strikingly  brought  before  us  by  the  are  few  characters  more  admirably 

contrast    between    the    chivalrous  drawn    or     so    intensely    comical, 

devotion  of    the    follower,  and  the  Nothing  could  be  better  than    his 

cold,  unscrupulous  baseness  of  his  quaint   and   racy    humor,  his  .  epi- 

chief;   and  it  is   one  of  the  most  curean    philosophy,    his     egregious 

remarkable  features    in    the   book,  self-indulgence,  his  serio-comic  mora- 

Wellington,  too,  has  been  utilised  as  lisings,  and  his  defences  of  his  own 

a    dramatis   persona    in    *'  Charles  iniquities,    in    which    he    deceives 

0*Malley,^^   with    considerable    sue-  neither  his    audience    nor   himself, 

cess  ;  Uie  same    romantic    interest  and  would  not,   even  if  he  could, 

coold  not,  of  course,  attach  itself  to  deprive  either  of  the  fun  of  detecting 

his    impassible  character ;    but  we  the    imposture.     With    a    cynical 

have  a  lifelike  study  of  him,  and  contempt  for  military  glory,  with  no 

the  great  Duke  is   occasionally  of  stomach  for  the  fray,  and  an  inven- 

considerable  service  to  the  author,  tive  vein   as  to  his  own  exploits,  re- 

especially  when  he  wishes  to  produce  calling  the    doughty   antagonist  of 

his  effects  by  contrast  or  surprise.  the   ^*  nine  men  clad  in  buckram,*' 

The  association  of  those  two  per-  he  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  events 

sonages  whose  individualities  are  so  which  stir  the  blood  of  the  phleg- 
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matic    and    make    heroes    of    the  out  how,— but  in  leavine  the  place,  aU 

chivalrous,   and  pniage  at  once.be-  ^l^,^'^^-  '^^^  "^^^iTX 

comes  the  central  idea  of  his  mind,  geattcred,  as  it  might  be,  among  their 

To  enrich  himself,  to  eat  and  drink  stores— gold    cupe,   silver  candlceticke. 

inordinately  of  the  best,  and  to  keep  Vir?;ln   Marys'  ivory  crucifixea,  saints* 

himself  out  of  harm's  way— these  are  pyc»„8et  Jj  topazes,  and  martyrs*  toes 

**    ;r     vT          ,      ui^^ti  ^t  «  ««^  in  silver  filagree,  and  a  hundred  other 

to  him  the  only  objects  of  a  cam-  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^   ^ 

paigning  life  ;  and  so,  when  he  falls  **  *  onc  of  those  confounded  bullock- 

in^with  the  austere    model   of  the  carts  brolcc  down  Just  at  the  angle  of 

severer  military  virtues,  wo  antici-  the    road    where    the     Commauder-fai 

*     1  i:»i.4^,,i    «A«»Uc    or»/i  Trn  «rA  CUcf  was   Standing  with  his   staff  to 

pate  delightful  results,  and  we  are  ^^^^j^  ^,^^  ^          ^^^1^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^„^ 

not  disappointed.     The  Major  natu-  among   bread-rations   and  salt   beef,  a 

rally    gets    into    trouble    when    he  whole  avalanche  of  precious  relics  and 

comes   across    "Sir  Arthur;"    but,  church   ornaments.     Every   one  stood 

after  imminent  peril   always   man-  ;?H"*^^    Never  was  there  such  a  mU* 

Aibci  luiuiiu^iiv   i'^  *i           J    ^k:«i.  fortune.     No  onc  endeavoured  to  repair 

ages  to  escape    by  the  luck  which  ^j^^  mishap,  but  all  looked  on  in  tcrii- 

never  deserts  him  at  his  sorest  pinch,  fled    amazement   as    to  what  was    to 

Every  one  likes  the  old  rascal,  and  follow. 

we  share  the  sentiment;    and  con-  ^  ^ " ^^? ,^,^  ,*^°  5?""f "1  ^'  ^^^ 

-1^^   *K«*  «.^  /./^«M   *«,inK    Kof for  detachment  r"  shouted  out  Sir  Arthur, 

vmced  that  we  could  much   better  i^  a  voice  that  made  more  than  one  of  ui 

spare  a  better  man,  we  are  all  de-  tremble. 

lighted    that  there  is    not   a    fatal  *•  * "  Monsoon,     your     Excellency  — 

termination    to    the    following    epi-  Major    Monsoon,    of    the    Portogueae 

c^^...                                                 •  brigade.*' 

soae.—  .»  w.rp^j^j  ^j_^  old  rogue!— I    know 

liim."     Upon  my  life   Uiat's  what   be 
suid,      **Iiaiig   him   up  on  the  8]K>t,** 

**  'Lord!  how  thirsty  it  mnkes  me  to  pointing  with  his  finger  as  he   spoke; 

think  of  It!  my  throat  is  actually  parched,  *'  wc  shall  see  if  this  practice  cannot  be 

—I  was  near  being  hanged  ! '  put  a  stop  to.''    And  with  these  w<»^ 

*^  *  Hanged ! '  he   rode  leisurely  awav,  as  if  he  had 

**  *  Yes.    Upon  my  life  it's  true  ;  very  been  merely  oi*derlng  dinner  for  a  small 

liorrlblc,  ain't  It?    It  had  a  great  effect  party. 

u]>on   my  ncr>'0us  system  ;    and    they  **  '  When  I  came  np  to  the  place,  the 

never  thought  of  any  little  pension  to  halberts  were  fixed,  and  Gronow,  with 

lue   as    a  recompense   for    my   suffer-  a  company  of  the  Fusiliers  under  arma* 

lugs.'  beside  them. 

**  *  And  who  was  barbarous  enough  to  *'  *  *•  Devilish  sonr  for  it.  Major," '  8«M 

tlilnk  of  such  a  thinir,  Major? '  he ;  **  it's  confoundedly  unpleasant,  Imt 

**  *  Sir  Arthur  Wcllcslcy  himself ;  none  can't  be  hcli>ed.    We've  got  orders  to  see 

other,  Charley.'  you  hanged!" 

**  '  Oh,  It  was  a  nilsUikc,  Major,  or  a  *' '  Faith   it  was  just  so  he  said  It^ 

joke.'  tapping  his  snuff-box  as  he  spoke,  and 

**  '  It  was  devilish  noiir  being  a  prac-  looking  carelessly  about  him.    How,  bad 

tical  one,  though.     IMl  tell  yon  how  It  it  not  oeen  for  the  fixed  halberts  and 

occurred.     After  the  battle  of  Vlmclra,  the  Provost-Marshal,  I'd  not  have  be- 

the   brigade   to  which   I  was  attached  lieved   him;  but  one  glance  at  thCDi« 

had   their  headquarters   at  San  Pletro,  and  anoUier  at  tlie  bnllock-eart  with  all 

a  large  convent,  where  all  the  church  the  holy  images,  told  me  at  once  what 

))late  for  miles  around  was  stored  np  had  ha[rpened. 

for  safety.    A  seigeant's  guard  was  ac-  '**  *'He  only  means  to  frighten  mo  a 

cordlngly  stationed  over  the  refectorj',  little?    Isn't  that  all,  Gronow f  cried 

and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  I,  in  a  supplicating  voice, 

pillage,     Sir    Artlmr    himself    having  *'*  "Very  possible.  Major,"    said  hc^ 

irlvcn  particular  orders  on  tlie  subject.  "  but  I  must  execute  my  orders." 

Well,    somehow,—!   never    could    find        "  •  »•  You'll  surely   not "    Before 
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I  conld  finish,  up  came  Don  Mac- 
kinnon,  cantering  smartly.  *' Going  to 
hanff  old  Monsoon,  eh,  Qronow  ?  What 
fun!" 

"*" Ain't  it,  though?"  said  I,  half 
blubbering. 

"  » "  Well,  if  you're  a  good  Catholic, 
TOu  may  have  your  choice  of  a  saint, 
for,  by  Jupiter !  there's  a  strong  muster 
of  them  here."  This  cruel  allusion  'vras 
made  in  reference  to  the  gold  and  silver 
effleies  that  lay  scattered  about  the 
highway. 

•♦•"Dan,"  said  I,  in  a  whisper,  ** in- 
tercede for  mo— ^o,  lilwc  a  good,  kind 
fellow.  You  have  influence  with  Sir 
Arthur." 

**'**You  old  sinner,"  said  he,  "it's 
useless." 

"***ban,  I'll  foi|rivc  you  tlic  fifteen 
lK)unds.'* 

**  • "  That  you  owe  >/«,"  said  Dan, 
laughing. 

*****^vho'll  ever  be  the  father  to  you 
I  haye  been  ?  Who'll  mix  your  punch 
with  burnt  Madeira,  when  I'm  gone?" 
aaid  I. 

*****Well,  really,  I  am  sorry  for 
jou,  Monsoon.  I  saj',  Gronow,  don't 
tuck  him  up  for  a  few  minutes;  I'll 
apeak  for  the  old  villain,  and,  if  I  suc- 
ceed, I'll  wave  my  handkerchief." 
« 1 44  "v^ell,  away  went  Dan  at  a  full 
gallop.  Gronow  sat  down  on  a  bank, 
and  I  fidgeted  about  in  no  very  envi- 
able frame  of  mind,  the  confounded 
Provost-Marshal  eyeing  me  all  the 
while. 

"  *  **  I  can  only  rive  you  five  minutes 
more,  Maior,"  said  Gronow,  placing  his 
watcli  beside  him  on  the  grass.  I  tried 
to  pray  a  little,  and  said  three  or  four 
of  Solomon's  proverbs,  when  he  again 
called  out,— "There,  you  sec,  it  won't 
do !    Sir  Arthur  is  shaking  his  licad." 

**  *  "What's  that  waving  yonder?" 

"*"The  colours  of  the  6th  Foot— 
Come,  Major,  off  with  your  stock." 

*****  Where  is  Dan  now— what  is  he 
doing?" — for  I  could  see  nothing  ray- 
self. 

•  I*'* "He's  riding  beside  Sir  Arthur. 
They  all  seem  laughing." 

***"God  forgive  them!  what  an 
awful  retrospect  this  will  prove  to  some 
of  them." 

"•**Time'8  up!"  said  Gronow,  jump- 
ing up  and  replacing  his  watch  in  his 
IKK'ket. 


*****  Provost-Marshal,   be    quick  now 
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****'Eh!  what's  that?— there  I  see 
it  waving! — there's  a  shout,  too!" 

**  *  **  Ay,  by  Jove !  so  it  is  ; — well, 
you're  saved  this  time.  Major — that's 
the  slcrnol." 

**  *  So  sajing,  Gronow  formed  his  fel- 
lows in  line  and  resumed  his  march 
quite  coolly,  leaving  me  alone  on  the 
roadside  to  meditate  over  martial  law 
and  mv  pernicious  taste  for  relics. 

**  *  "NVell,  Charley,  this  gave  me  a 
great  shock,  and  I  think,  too,  it  must 
have  had  a  great  effect  upon  Sir  ArUiur 
himself;  but,  upon  my  life,  he  has 
wonderful  nerves.  1  met  him  one  day 
afterwards  at  dinner  in  Lisbon;  he 
looked  at  mc  very  hard  for  a  few 
seconds — ^•*Eh,  Monsoon!  Major  Mon- 
soon, I  think?" 

**'*'Yes,  your  Excellency,"  said  I, 
briefly,  thinking  how  painful  it  must 
be  for  him  to  meet  me. 

***"  Thought  I  had  hanj?ed  yon — 
know  I  intended  it ;  no  matter — a  glass 
of  wine  with  you?'"" 

With  two  such  characters  as 
Mickey  Free  and  Major  Monsoon, 
'Charles  O^Malley'  is  indeed  rich. 
The  former  is,  it  is  true,  npt  so  much 
of  a  creation ;  he  is  rather  a  some- 
what idealised  portrait  drawn  from 
a  type  wo  haye  all  met  with — the 
cheery,  rather  unscrupulous,  infin- 
itely yersatile,  resourceful,  and  witty 
Irishman ;  but  the  portrait  could 
only  haye  been  drawn  by  an  artist 
of  the  highest  genius  and  of  the 
finest  Irish  humour — by  Leyer  him- 
self, in  fact. 

In  'Tom  Burke*  we  breathe  a 
more  serious  and  romantic  atmos- 
phere tiian  in  'Charles  0*Malley,* 
and  the  drama  of  war  is  less  relieyed 
by  gay  divertUsemenU  and  the 
lighter  characteristics  of  the  actors. 
One  reason  for  this  is  that  hero,  for 
the  most  part,  the  actors  are  not 
Irishmen — and  it  is  for  them  that 
Leyer reseryes  the  best  of  his  fun; 
so  that)  whereyer  two  or  three  of 
his  countrymen  are  gathered  together, 
"  diyarsion  "  and  **  devilry  "  are  cer- 
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tain  to  take  place  without  any  refer-  apninst  fearful  odds,  or  some  deed 
ence  to  the  iitncss  of  things;  and  it  of  **  derring-do*'  achieved  by  a  single 
is  generally  among  other  nationali-  individual,  before  which  the  action 
ties  that  he  escapes  into  a  soberer  of  the  armies  is  arrested  ia  a  Ho- 
vein.  Another  reason  is,  that  the  meric  pause.  Thus,  from  the  realms 
author's  inspiration  in  writing  this  of  fancy  and  from  the  archives  of 
book  was  derived  from  his  own  history  he  gathers  his  materials 
enthusiasm  for  the  military  genius  with  an  equal  hand,  and  the  ardour 
of  Napoleon  :  his  interest  in  the  of  a  soldier-like  spirit  and  the  genius 
great  man  was  paramount  to  his  of  the  artist  working  harmoniously 
interest  in  all  the  other  characters  ;  together,  evolve  from  them  results 
and  with  the  shadow  of  so  sombre  a  that  are  unique  in  our  literatures 
presence  in  so  many  of  its  pages,  we  In  these  books,  besides  the  military 
often  feel  that  mirth  and  revelry  history,  and  a  store  of  information 
would  be  inadmissible.  about  Ireland  and  the  Irish,  we  have 

In  either  novel  we  can  campaign  revelations  of  the  social  and  politicsl 
to  our  hearts*  content,  and  take  part  condition  of  the  French  at  various 
in  actions  of  equal  moment ;  but  in  critical  epochs,  which  are  of  much 
one  case  we  are  inspired  with  the  interest  and  value ;  enabling  iia,  as 
stem  and  resolute  spirit^  of  the  they  do,  to  appreciate  the  sIkiftiDg 
^^Vieille  Garde/*  and  in  the  other  phases  of  the  natipnal  life,  as  in 
we  carry  to  the  battle  the  eoeur  turn  we  survey  the  France  of  the 
Uf^er  of  the  rollicking  Irish  dragoon.  Revolution,  of  the  Directory,  of  the 
There  is,  perhaps,  not  much  to  Consulate,  of  the  Empire,  and  of  the 
choose  between  the  books  as  to  the  Restoration.  And  here  we  may 
power  displayed  in  the  grand  mili-  especially  mention  the  skill  dijh 
tary  descriptions  of  which  we  have  played  in  descriptions  of  the  State 
already  spoken.  Take  any  of  these  ceremonials  and  observances  of  the 
descriptions  at  random,  an*l  you  will  upstart  court  of  the  new  sovereignty, 
find  it  excellent;  make  selections,  when  Napoleon  saw  that  the  time 
and  you  will  discover  merits  unsur-  had  arrived  to  lay  aside  the  garb  of 
pas>ed  in  the  language.  republican    simplicity,    which    had 

Lintz,  Austerlitz,  Ulm,  Jena,  never  sat  gracefully  on  the  nation, 
Auerstadt,  the  Douro,  Talavera,  and  to  gratify  the  national  vanity 
Fucntes  d'Onoro,  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  love  of  display  by  a  grandeur 
Quiitre  Bras,  Waterloo.  What  and  luxury  which  eclipsed  the  chaster 
tlieines  for  what  an  artist !  Every  splendour  of  the  old  regime.  Most 
name  must  have  been  an  inspiration  graphically  has  Lever  depicted  the 
to  Lever's  soldier -like  spirit,  and  the  style — half  bourgeois^  half  militairs 
inspiration  of  each  is  legible  in  the  — of  the  new  courtiers ;  the  contempt 
glowing  records  he  has  left  of  the  of  the  stern  old  warriors  of  the  I&* 
events  which  they  represent  Al-  public  for  their  unfamiliar  r6le;  the 
ways  carefully  preserving  the  his-  anxious  pride  of  the  ladies  in  their 
torical  tout  ensemble  of  his  battles,  suddenly -attained  eminence;  and 
he  calls  upon  fiction  to  supply  the  attitude  of  all  the  female  world 
something  striking  for  the  fore-  beneath,  who,  looking  un,  and  se»- 
grounds ;  some  salient  circumstance  ing  an  ex-f>itandUre  m  Madame  la 
constantly  projects  itself  from  the  Marechale,  and  a  sergeant's  wife  in 
general  movement,  to  vivify  our  in-  Madame  la  Duchesse,  assure  tbem- 
terest,  whether  it  be  the  signal  ex-  selves  that,  for  once,  neither  reason 
ploit  of  a  brigade  or  a  regiment,  the  nor  experience  imposes  any  limits 
triumph  of  a  handful  of  voltigtitrs    upon  theu:  hopes  and  ambitions. 
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The  intrigues  of  the  great  police  on  so  many   battle-fields,  added  to  the 

minister;   tlie   Imperial   coqucttings  interest  of  the  scene,  and  tended  to  ex- 

»:4k    *v.l   i>»,.»i:oro      fk^  \«««rv^,i  cite  popular  enthusiasm  to  its  utmost; 

Wltti    the   Rovalists,     the     scornful  i^^^  {^j,*^  Napoleon    still  all    eyes   weri 

isolation   of  the  ^  Faubourg  St  Ger-  bcut    The  general  who  led  their  armies 

main,  and  the  simple  refinement  of  to   victory,    the  monarch    who   raised 

the  life  there,  in  contrast  with  the  France  to  the  proudest  place  among  the 

garish  magnificence  of  the  Tuileries,  "J^^^r^*  was  there,  within  a  few  paces 

^«j  w»«  ixAu^itiwv/^vtivv  VI.   vww  X  wt.v.  t^  ^^    them.     Each   word  he   spoke  was 

are  all  splendidly   done ;    and    the  sinking  deeply  Into  some  heart,  prouder 

fickle,  vain,  volatile,  pleasure-loving  of  that  moment  than  of  rank  or  riches. 

populace  are    photographed  in    all  *' So  slow  was  the  Emperor's  progress 

then-  moods  with  an  ever-consistent  ^1^"^  J*^^  r"^»  l^^i  ^^/^  "f/;  ^^^ 

A^«iu«.        Tv>«      *«ii«™,;««.      »^^^^4  o'clock  before  he  had  arrived  at  the  ex- 

fidehty.       The     following     extract  ^^j^y   ^^  ^^^  y^^^     The  cavalry  were 

affords   a  fair   example   of    Lever  s  now  ordered  to  form  In  squadrons,  and 

skill  in  placing  before  us  a  military  move   past  In  close  order.    While  this 

spectacle ;    in    depicting  the  send-  movement  was  effecting,  a  cannon-shot 

•»A.««  «r  *v.«  ««.««><^  f^«,r«wi  xrn«x^iA/^n  .  at  the  bajTicre  announced  the  approach 

m«it  of  the  army  toward  Napoleon ;  ^j  ^,^^  ^^^^^^,     rj.^^  ^^,^^  wer^  halted 

and  of  the  happy  way  m  which   he  jn  line  once  more,  and  the  same  moment 

familiarises  us  with  the  great  man^s  the  first  waggon  of  the  train  appeared 

character    by     always    introducing  above    the    summit  of    the  hill.      So 

him  with  incidents  that  bring    out  ff^^^^^y  ^'^^  ^^^   whole  been  mano^jed, 

,.  -               *  t.'     'J'                 •  that  none,  save  the  officers  of  the  various 

m  relief  some  of  his  idiosyncrasies.  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^j^^t  was  coming.    While 

In   the  following    instance    we   see  each  look   was   turned,  then,    towards 

bia  frank  honhamie  with  the  lower  the  harrHre  In  astonishment,  gradually 

ranks  of   the  army,  and  his  adroit-  ^*»e  waggon  rolled  on,  another  foUowed, 

«—    :«    ««-«i^»»:»J.   i.i,«i»    An^i>»a;  ^nd    another.      These    were,    however, 

ness    m    awakening   their    enthusi-  ^^^^  the  ambulances  of  the  hospitals! 

asm  by  little  dramatic  ettects.     Ihe  nnd  now  the  wounded  themselves  came 

wounded,  returning  after  Austerlitz,  in  sight,  a  white  flag— that  well-known 

enter  Paris  in  a  sort  of  triumph,  and  signal— waving  in  front  of  each  waggon, 

are  received  by    the  Emperor  and  ^^hlle  a  guaid  of  honour,  consisting  of 

77                      X^,         .  ""'F^*"*    »  ^  picked  men  of  the  different  regiments, 

the  army  on  their  arrival.  rode  at  either  side.     One  loud  cheer— 

a  sliout  echoed  back  from  the  Tuilerles 
Itself— rung    out,    as   the   soldiers    saw 

•*  Scarcely    had  the   Emperor    Issued  their  bnive  companions  restored  to  them 

from  the  Tuileries,  when  ten  thousand  once  more.    With  that  Impulse  which, 

sfiouts  of    *  Vive  V Empereur !  "*  rent   the  even  In  discipline,  French  soldiers  never 

air;  tlie  cannon  of  the  Invalldes  thun-  forget,  tlie  men  rushed  forward  to  the 

dered  forth  at  the  same  moment,  and  waggons,  and  In  a  moment  officers  and 

the  crash  of  the  military  bands  added  men  were  in  tlie  arras  of  Uiclr  comrades, 

their  clangour  to  tlie  sounds  of  joy.    He  What  a  scene  It  was  to  see  tlie  i>oor  and 

rode    slowly  along   the   line,    stop^niig  wasted    forms,    mangled   by   shot  and 

freauently  to  spoiik  with  some  of  the  maimed  of  limb,   brightening  up  again, 

soldiers,  and  giving  orders  to  his  suite  as  home  and  friends  surrounded   them 

concerning  tliem.    Of  the  officers  In  his  — to  hear  their  faint  voices  mingle  with 

staff  that  day,  the   greater  number  had  the  questions  for  this  one  or  lor  that, 

been  wounded   at  Austerlitz,   and  still  while  the  fate  of  some  brave  fellow  met 

lK>re  the  traces  of  their  Injuries.    Rapp  but  one  word  In  el^' !    On  thev  passed 

displayed    a   tremendous   scar    from  a  —a  sad  tmln,  but  full  of  glorious  me- 

sabre  across  his  check;  Sebastlanl  wore  morics.    There  were   the  grenadiers  of 

his  sword-arm  In  a  sling;   and  Friant,  Oudlnot,     who     carried    the     Russian 

unable  to  mount  his  horse,  followed  the  centre;  eleven  waggons  were  filled  with 

Emperor  on  foot,    leaning  on  a  stick,  tlielr  wounded.     Here   come  the  voUi- 

and  walking  with  great  difficulty.  ge^trs    of    Bcmadotte^s     brigade.      See 

"  The  sight  of  these  brave  men,  whose  how  Uie  fellows  preserve  their  ancient 

devotion  to  Napoleon  had  been  proved  repute,  cheering  and  laughing;  ever  the 
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same,    wlicUicr   roystcrine  at  midnifi^ht  on  doine   mc  a  scn-icc,  why,   promote 

in  the  Faubourg  St.  Antomc,  or  ruBhing  her^  and  thou' It  make  tiro  whole  regiment 

madly  upon  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  proud  of  it' 

There  arc  tlic  dragoons  of  Nansouty,  **This  speech  was  lost  in  tlie  laugh 

who    charged   the   Imperial   Guar^  of  which,     beginning   with  the  Emperor. 

Russia.    Sec  the  proud  line  that  floats  extended  to  the  staff,  and  at  last  to  all 

on  their  banner,    *A11  wounded  J)y  tlie  the  bvt^tanders. 

sabre.*     And  here  come  the   cuirassiers  *^*Dost  wish  I  should  make  her  one 

of  the  Guard,  with  a   detachment   of  of  my  aides-de-camp?*  said  Napoleon, 

their  own  as  escort.     How    splendidly  still  laughing. 

they  look  in  the  bright  sun,  and  how  **  *  J\irbleu/    thou   hast  more     Ul-fii- 

proudly  they  come !    As  I  looked,  the  voured  ones  among  them,*  said  Ploche, 

Emperor  rode  forward   bareheaded ;  his  with  a  significant  look  at  tlie  grim  fiicct 

whole   staff  uuco\ercd.'^\Chapeau  &ax,  of    Rapp   and  Dam,    whose  uord   and 

TFiesaiettrs  /  ^    said   he,  in   a   loud  Toiee.  weather-oeaten   features  never  deigned 

*  Honour  to  the  brave  in  misfortune!*  a  smile,  while  every  other  face  was  moved 

Just  then  tlie  escort  halted,  and  I  heard  in  laughter. 

a  laugh  in  front,    close  to   where  tlie  **  *  But  thou  hast  not  said,  yet,  wbAt  I 

Emperor  was  standing ;   but,  from  the  am  to  do,'  rejoined  the  Emperor. 

crowded   staff  around  him,    could   not  ***Thou  used  not  to  be  so  hard  to 

see  what  was  going  forward.  understand,*  grumbled  out   Ploche;  *! 

***Wliatisit?*  said  I,  curious  to  learn  have  seen  the  time   tliou*d  have  said, 

the  least  incident  of  the  scene.  **■  Is  it  Mincttc  that  was  wounded  at  the 

*'  *  Advance  a  pace  or  two,  captain,*  said  Adige  f — is  that  the  girl  stood    in  tb6 

the  younjj  officer  I  addressed;  *you  can  square  at  Marengo?    Ftrblcu!  FU  give 

see  it  alL'  her  the  cross  of  the  Legion !  ** ' 

**I  did  so,  and  then  beheld— oh,  with  "^And   she   shall  have  it,    Corporal 

what    dclij^ht  and   surprise! — my  poor  Ploche,*  said  Napoleon,  as  he  detached 

friend  Piodic,  seated  on  the  driving-scat  the  decoration  he  wore  on  the  breaat  <rf 

of  a  gun,  with  his  hand  in  salute  as  the  his  coat.    *  Give  the  order  for  the 


Emperor  spoke  to  him.  dikre  to  advance.* 

"  *Thou  wilt  not  have  promotion,  nor  "Scarce  were  the  words  spoken,  when 

a  pension — what,  then,  can  I  do  for  thee  ?*  the  sound  of  a  horse  preasea  to  his  tpeed 

said  Napoleon,  smiling.    *  Hast  any  friend  was  heard,  and,  mounted  upon  a  amall 

in  the  8cr\'ice  whom  I  could  advance  for  but  showy  Arab,    a   present  from  the 

thy  sake  ?  *  regiment,    Mincttc    rode   up.      In    the 

***Ye«,;xir6to</*  said  Ploche,  scratch-  bloom  of  health,  and  flushed  by  exer> 

ing  his  forphead,  with  a  sort  of  puzzle  else  and  the  excitement  of  the  moment, 

and  confusion  which  even  the  Emperor  I   never   saw   her  look  so    handaonMu 

smiled  at ;  *  I  have  a  friend ;  but  mayhap  Reigning  in  her  horse  short,  as  she  came 

those  wouldn't  like *  in  front  of  the  Emperor,  the  animal 

**  *  Ask  me  for  notliing  thou  thinkcst  I  reared  up,  almost  straight,  and   pawed 

could  not,  ought  not  to  grant,*  said  the  the  air   with  his   fore-legs,  while  she, 

Emperor  sternly.    *  What  is't  now  ?  *  wiUi  all  the  composure  in  ufe,  raiaed  her 

**The    poor   corporal    seemed    thor-  hand  to  her  cap,  and  saluted  the  Em- 

oughly    nonplussed,   and  for  a  second  peror  with  an  action  the  moat  eaaj  and 

or  two   could  not   reply.    At  last,   as  graceful. 

if  summonhij^  all   his  courage  for   the  '**Thou    hast    some    yonder,*    «Sd 

effort,  he  said,— *  Well,  thou  const  but  Pioche.  with  a  grim  smile  at  the  atifl^ 

refuse,  and  then  the   fault  will   be  all  *  woula  l)e  sore  puzzled  to  keep  their  tadr 

tliine;  she  is  a  brave  girl,  and  had  she  dies  as  welL* 

been  a  man *  »*  *  Mincttc,*  said  the  Emperor,  whik 

**  *  Whom  can  he  mean !  *    said    Na-  he  gazed  on  her  handsome  features  with 

{>oleon.    *Is    the  man's   head  wander-  evident  pleasure,   *yonr  name  is  weU 

ng  ?  *  known  to  me  for  many  actions  of  kliid- 

^**Ko,   tnon  ginirdl—9Xi  right  there;  ness  and  self-devotion;  wear  this  erots 

that  shell  has  turned   man v  a  sabre's  of  the  Legion  of  Honour :  yon  wUl  not 

edge.     I    was  talking  of  Mincttc,   the  value  it  the  less  that,  until  now,  it  has 

vivandikre  of  ours,    ft  thou  art  so  bent  been  only  worn  by  mc.    Whenever  yott 
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find  one  worthy  to  be  yonr  husband,  brutalities  and  villanies  of  process - 
Minctte,  I  will  charge  myself  with  the  servers  and  informers — such  mate- 
dowry.'  .^  ..  *  ^  vi:«„  ^.1  rials  are  largely  and  most  success- 
as  ;ftr^'sli  ^E^^'p^o^rfl^nTer^  fully  drawlf /pen  for  picturesque 
her  lips— 'Oh,  su-e,  is  this  real?'  and  humorous  effects;  and  at  the 
"  *  Yes,  parft^  / '  said  Pioche,  wiping  same  time  we  are  often  made  to 
a  large  tear  from  his  eye  as  bespoke;  *he  g^^^  ^^^  ^y  didactic  exposition,  but 
can  make  thee  be  a  man,  and  make  me  ^^  ,  suggestion  and  inference, 
feel  like  a  girl.'  ^^^   ^^l  ^^^^^   ^^    philanthropic 

doctrinaires,  anxious  for  the  ameli- 
In   this  brilliant  group  of  novels  oration  of   Ireland,  have  constantly 
it  would  be    difficult    to   award  to  proved  futile,  from    their  total  dis- 
any  one    an  unconditional   pre-emi-  regard  of  past  experience,  and  from 
nence,  for  each  has  its  points  of  in-  their    ignorance    of    the  traditions 
feriority,  as  well  as  of  superiority  to  and  the  instincts  of  the  race  whose 
all  the  others ;  but  in  passing  judg-  welfare  is  in  question, 
ment  on   them   as  a  whole,  we  do        The    best    of     these    books    is 
not  hesitate  to  place   them  in  the  unquestionably     *The    Knight    of 
foremost  rank  of  historico-romantic  Gwynne ; '  and  we  cannot  mention 
fiction.     We  know  of  no  other  books  it  without  calling  attention  to  the 
which    combine,   in   an    equally  re-  character  of   the   Knight  himself — 
markable  degree,  wealth  of  wit,  varie-  the   most  charming  of  Lever's  de- 
ty  of  incident  and  character,  exciting  Hneations.     He    is   the    heau  -  ideal 
and  sustained  interest,  and  finish  in  of    a   gentleman ;    high-bred,   high- 
detail  ;  and  but  for  their  defects  of  spirited,    the  very   soul  of  honour 
construction,  they  would  undoubted-  and  generosity,  and    with  a  kindly 
ly  procure  for  their  author  a  posi-  dignity  that  procures  for  him  uni- 
tion  among  writers  of  fiction  which  versal  love  and  respect.     In   every 
only  ond  or  two  have  surpassed.  testing    circumstance  his  character 
From   the  novels   which   succeed  is  perfectly  consistent.      Good  and 
this  principal  group  nothing  new  is  gracious,  and  more  than  lovable,  in 
to  be  learned  of  Lever's  genius  and  prosperity,  he  meets  adversity  with 
style.    The  interest  of  the  earlier  ones  an  equal  spirit,  and  steers,  through 
tmrns  a  good  deal  upon  the  strange  a  sea  of  troubles,  the  pure,  unselfish 
social  condition  of  Ireland,  at  a  time  course  of  a  noble-minded  man.     Re- 
when  expiring  feudalism  maintained  duced  to  poverty  in  his  old  age,  he 
a  sort  of  guerilla  warfare   against  returns  to  the    military  service,  in 
new  laws  and  civilisation,  and  with  which  his  youth  had  been  passed, 
a   measure    of    success    which    as-  and  wo    find    him — as  we    should 
tonishes  us  as  we  read  of  it,  and  have  expected— a  Bayard,  altogether 
^OBQember  that  this  state  of  things  sans  peur  et  sans  reproche.      Com- 
c^sted    considerably    less    than    a  pelled  to  mingle  with    coarse  assc- 
century  ago.      The  barbaric   splen-  ciates,  he  maintains  his  dignity,  but 
ooui-  and  hospitality  of  the  chiefs ;  never    loses    his    urbanity.       How 
theix'    reckless    extravagance ;    their  chastened  is  his  wit !  how  we  feel 
Jjelations     with    their    dependants;  the  charm  of   it,   amid   the  keener 
'neii»    fierce    hatred  of    the    Saxon  sallies    of  the  professed  eauseurs! 
^^^^     and    treasonable    correspond-  How    silvery  sounds    his   laughter 
enc^    with  France;    the    machinery  amid  the  loud-mouthed  guffaws    of 
^^     Secret    societies;    the    counter-  convivial  " counsellors"  and  squires  ! 
agerioies  of  Government;     the    ex  What  a   ring  of  truth  and  honour 
plosions  of   abortive  plots,  and  the  and  kindness  there  is    in    all    his 
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words  I    what  a  stamp  of  knightly  do  from  all  of  them  in  form,  as  well 

purity  on  all  his  actions !  as  in    many  other    characteristics. 

To  have  formed  such  a  concep-  These  are  '  The  Confessions  of  kt- 

tion    does    infinite    honour  to    the  thur    O'Lcary  *    and    '  The    Dodd 

author :  to  have  worked  it  out  con-  Family    Abroad,'    The  former  pur- 

sistently  is  in  itself  a  certificate  of  ports  to  be  an  account  of  the  adven- 

character.  turcs  of  a    gentleman  seeking  upon 

In  Lever*s  latest  works  we  see  the  the  world^s  highways  the  occupation 
marks  of  his  foreign  residence ;  and  and  happiness  of  his  life.  It  can- 
tho  never-absent  Irish  element  is  not  be  discussed  or  judged  as  a 
frequently  flavoured  with  the  cxpe-  novel — for  a  novel  it  neither  is  nor 
riences  of  modern  Continental  life,  pretends  to  be ;  it  is  rather  a  series 
liis  own  personal  connection  with  of  unconnected  sketches  of  Conti- 
thc  Foreign  Office  is  also  freely  util-  nental  life,  very  full  of  incident  and 
ised,  and  that  august  department  interest,  and  none  the  less  a  faTocir^ 
sometimes  not  very  reverentially  able  exposition  of  the  author's  excel- 
dcalt  with  ;  excellent  fun  being  lences  that  it  does  not  hamper  him 
made  of  its  red-tapism,  and  of  the  with  nice  constructive  considera- 
mock  mystery  and  pedantic  assump-  tions.  All  the  social  phases  of  the 
tion  of  the  smaller  officials  of  ^^tho  well-known  wajtering-places  —  such 
line."  Any  one  of  these  novels,  as  Spa,  Ems,  Wiesbaden,  Ac. — are 
taken  by  itself,  would  suffice  to  most  graphically  depicted  in  it ;  and 
make  a  respectable  reputation ;  and  the  hahitaU  of  these  localities  are 
although  none  of  them  is  equal  to  set  before  us  with  a  fidelity  that 
any  of  those  we  have  minutely  dis-  secures  instant  recognition.  Folly, 
cussed,  yet  they  are  full  of  talent  absurdity,  pretentiousness,  and  ras- 
and  interest,  and,  taken  as  a  whole,  cality,  are  nowhere  more  rampant 
very  worthy  successors.  Here  and  than  in  such  scenes;  and  LeTer*s 
t!iere,  indeed,  they  display  consider-  descriptive  powers  are  famously  ez- 
ably  more  constructive  ability,  and  erciscd  on  them  all  in  this  book, 
the  higher  female  characters  are  which  also  displays  to  advantage  his 
often  more  easily  and  naturally  satiric  vein  and  bis  knowledge  of 
drawn — Julia  L^Estrangc  in  *The  mankind.  He  has  described  with 
Bramleighs '  for  instance,  and  Nina  remarkable  power  the  terrible  '^  play 
Costalergi  in  ^  Lord  Kilgobbin,'  fever,"  not  omitting  to  illustrate  a 
although  the  latter  verges  on  the  single  emotion  which  affects  its  deli- 
extravagant,  are  superior  to  most  rious  victims ;  and  he  has  analysed 
of  his  early  female  delineations  ;  but  and  exposed  the  great  plunder-oon- 
these  partial  advances  do  not  com-  federacy  of  the  Kursaal  in  all  its 
pensate  for  the  absence  of  that  gradations — from  the  ddiberatiTe  to* 
vivida  vis  so  conspicuous  in  his  the  executive ;  from  the  **  gentle- 
most  popular  achievements,  nor  does  man"  who  retains  his  footmg  in 
any  improvement  in  constructive  society  and  concocts  his  yillanies 
skill  carry  him,  in  any  case,  the  behind  the  scenes,  to  the  e9croe  with 
length  of  a  perfectly  skilful  and  ar-  whom  he  is  in  secret  league,  who 
tistic  conclusion.  works  out  his  ideas  and  shares  the 

Among  his  works  of  fiction  there  spoil  with  him. 
are  yet  two  which  demand  a  separ-  Lever  and  Thackerajr  both  ex- 
ate  mention,  not  merely  on  account  celled  in  sketches  of  this  sort,  but 
of  their  merits,  but  also  because  in  the  works  of  the  latter  we  know 
they  can  be  classed  with  no  other  of  nothing  equal  in  this  war  to 
group  of  his  novels,  differing  as  they  what  this  book  and    *  The    Dodd 
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Family  '    contain.     Arthur    0*Leary  semi-despairing  aspirations  after  eco- 

has  experiences  and  makes  conf es-  nomy ;  but  Mrs.  I)odd  despises  it  in 

sions   on  all  sorts  of  other  subjects,  theory,  and  her  elderly  daughter  and 

— notably  on  German  student-life —  her  son,  sharing  her  sentiments,  help 

but   the  Kursaal  sketches    are  the  her  to  carry  them  into  practice  with 

most  remarkable.     The  whole  book  ruinous  results, 

abounds    in  epigram,  and  is  lighted  Dodd  p^re^   ag&in,  has  an  honest 

up  with  innumerable  flashes  of  that  contempt  for  false  pretences,  and  Ls 

serio-comic    philosophy    in     which  satisfied  with    his  own  identity — his 

Lever  delighted  ;    the    humour,   too,  daughter  Caroline  sympathising  with 

is  finer,    the    fun    more    chastened,  him  in  this  respect  also ;  but  Dodd 

than  in  many  of  his  works  of  fiction,  mire  and  Dodd  Jils  and  Miss   Mary 

and  the  writing  is  remarkably  pol-  Anne    Dodd,    soaring    beyond    the 

lished    and     excellent      throughout  prosaic  confines  of  fact,  stick  at  no- 

Altogether    we  rank   these   *Confes;  thing  in  the  way  of  bragging  and 

sions '  very  high  among  the  author's  assumption,  and  are  quite  equal  to 

best  efforts ;     and   seriously  recom-  deliberate  falsehood  in  the  pursuit 

mend  the  book  for  reperusal  to  Uiose  of    what    they   consider    social   ad- 

with  whom  it  is   not  a  recent  ex-  vancement.     Hence  civil  war  rages 

perience.  perpetually   in  the  domestic  circle, 

'  The    Dodd     Family ' — so      well  and  a  series  of  social  and  financial 

known  as  hardly  to  require  descrip-  checks    and    counter-checks    marks 

tion — is  full   of  all  sorts  of  clever-  the  relations  of  the  family  with  its 

ness,  fun,  wit,  wisdom,  and  extrava-  head ;  and  some  of  the  best  of  the 

gant  absurdity.     The     fundsmental  fun    springs    from   the  episodes  of 

idea  is  a  happy  one,  and,  in  Lever's  this   ludicrous  warfare.      On   every 

hands,    could    scarcely    fail     to    be  hand  the  Dodds  fall  among  thieves, 

worked    out    to    a    success.     "  The  and  become  the  dupes  of  false  pre- 

Bodds  "  are  the  famil}'  of  a  moderate  tenders    to    rank    and   fortune.     A 

Irish   squire,    who,  partly  from   em-  swindler  has  only  to   style  himself 

harassed  circumstances,  partly  from  ** Count"    or    ** Baron"     to    secure 

ambitious  motives,  leave  their  pater-  their  confidence  and   enrich   himself 

nal  halls  of  Dodsborough,  and  go  to  at    their    expense.     Every   kind    of 

foreign  parts  in  search  of  economy.  Continental  scoundrelism  is  exhibited 

pleasure,     and    high    society.     We  as   preying    upon    them,   and    their 

learn    how    they    prosper  in    these  own  efforts  to  overreach  and  deceive 

quests    from  the    correspondence  of  — in  which,   from  his  ignorance  of 

various    members     of    the    family,  the  language,  Dodd  pere  is  often  an 

whose   letters,  indeed,  constitute  the  unconscious  accomplice — recoil  upon 

book,  which  tells   its  story  entirely  themselves  with  a  tenfold  retribu- 

in    the    epistolary  form,    giving    us  tion. 

often  two  or  three  very  different  The  motives  of  Mrs.  Dodd  and 
versions  of  the  same  event,  according  her  following  are  far  from  being  in- 
to the  views  and  characters  of  the  nocent ;  they  would  dupe  and  dc- 
different  narrators.  ceive  if  they  could ;    but  they  are 

The  family  is  divided  into  cliques,  foolish      Hibernian    bunglers,      and 

each    clique  —  each    individual    in-  have  no  chance  of  success  as  ama- 

deed — seeking    some    personal    ob-  teurs  among  the  astute  professors  of 

ject,  with  indifference  to  the  wishes  the   high    arts  of    knavery  and  im- 

and  interests  of  the  domestic  com-  posture  who  surround  them, 

monwealth.     Mr.  Dodd  himself,  sup-  Poor  Paterfamilias  himself  has  no 

ported  by  his  younger  daughter,  has  wish   or  intention  to  do  wrong ;  his 
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honest' desire  is  to  live  quietly  and  tributed  to  him,  is  none  the  less  in- 
make  ends  meet ;  but  he  is  for  ever  tcrcsting  and  instructive.  His  viewa 
being  compromised  by  his  family ;  on  Irish  questions  and  on  Contin- 
and  what  with  extricating  himself  ental  customs,  institutions,  and  poli- 
ond  them  from  scrapes  of  hourly  re-  tics,  are  full  of  sagacity,  constantly 
currence,  what  with  providing  the  set  forth  with  the  raciest  humour ; 
sinews  of  war  from  a  ruined  Irish  and,  in  fact,  we  have  in  them  a 
estate,  ho  has  an  unenviable  time  pretty  distinct  foretaste  of  the  lucu- 
of  it.  !ilrs.  Dodd,  as  he  complains,  brations  of  Cornelius  O'Dowd. 
is  a  regular  storm-bird;  wherever  The  mention  of  that  celebrated 
she  goes,  she  carries  her  own  hurri-  nam  de  plume  will  recall  to  the 
cane  with  her,  and  the  consequent  regretful  recollection  of  our  readers 
loss  and  damage  have  to  bo  made  that  they  have  seen  the  last  of  thoM 
%  good  by  her  lord.  Yet,  with  the  brilliant  essays  which,  from  time  to 
elasticity  of  his  race,  he  can  throw  time,  during  the  past  nine  years, 
his  troubles  to  the  winds,  and  enjoy  Lever  contributed  to  this  Magazine. 
himself  in  the  lulls  of  the  tempests  ;  We  are  very  conscious  of  the  loss 
though  ho  sees  breakers  ahead,  ho  wiiich  we  sustain  by  their  cessation ; 
can  take  his  ease  till  the  crash  comes,  it  is  indeed  as  irreparable  as  the  loss 
and  when  matters  are  at  the  very  of  the  man  himself;  for  these  con- 
worst,  he  can  contemplate  his  ow^n  tributions  were  as  unique  as  the 
calamities  with  a  humorous  gusto,  genius  which  produced  them,  and 
In  these  and  in  all  other  respects  he  we  may  safely  say  that  we  shall 
is  consistently  Irish  throughout;  his  never  see  their  like  again.  We  are 
shrewdness  is  as  national  as  the  aware  that  their  unpretending  tone 
blundering  simplicity  which  neutral-  and  fugitive  shape,  as  well  as  their 
ises  it ;  and  his  wit  is  as  much  a  brightness  and  fun,  are  sufiBcicnt  to 
product  of  the  Green  Isle  as  is  his  satisfy  the  solemn  stupidities  that 
tendency  to  employ  it  at  what  we  there  is  nothing  in  them;  and, 
should  consider  inappropriate  junc-  indeed,  they  were  not  intended  for 
tures.  Mrs.  Dodd  is  really  a  mon-  such  intellectual  pachyderms,  who 
ster:  her  follies  and  extravagances  can  only  be  affected  by  the  weight 
sufTocatc  us  with  laughter;  but  we  of  a  ponderous  style,  andareimper- 
feel  that  our  mirth  would  be  plea-  vious  to  the  light  and  polished 
santer  if  she  were  not  so  utterly  shafts  of  genius ;  but  all  who  are 
heartless.  From  the  form  of  the  not  afflicted  with  the  same  obtuse- 
book,  it  is  natural  that  it  should  be  ncss  must  keenly  relish  the  crisp, 
lengthy ;  but  this  is  not  a  fault,  for  epigrammatic  canseries  of  Comeliua 
it  docs  not  require  to  be  read  con-  O^Dowd,  and  appreciate  the  veritable 
tinuously,  like  a  story  with  a  regu-  Attic  salt  which  seasons  his  specula- 
lar  plot ;  and  indeed,  from  its  abun-  tions  *^  on  men  and  women,  and  other 
dant  and  even  incessant  fun,  its  things  in  general."  It  is  not  often 
merits  will  be  better  appreciated  by  that  wisdom  and  knowledge  conde- 
a  more  regular  perusal.  Like  the  scend  to  address  the  public  in  the 
*  Pickwick  Papers,'  one  can  take  it  undogmatic  tone  of  polite  conversa- 
up  and  oi^en  it  anywhere  at  random,  tion ;  nor  is  it  often  that  wit  and 
with  the  certainty  of  finding  amuse-  humour  are  made  to  subserve  the  ex- 
ment,  for  there  is  not  a  dull  page  in  position  of  serious  truth  and  grmTe 
it  from  beginning  to  end.  Dodd  experience  with  complete  propriety; 
j)ere  frequently  ipdulges  in  a  vein  but  Lever  has  achieved  these  things  in 
of  social  and  political  philosophy,  the  **  0*Dow^deries,"  and  displayed, 
H'hich.   if  a  little  incongruously  at-  albeit  in  the  modest  garb  of  someming 
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Hk6  Vkjeu  Wesfprit^  much  of  his  Intel-  by  the  light  of  subsequent  events, 

lectual  wealth,   and   all    his    know-  the  accuracy  of  his  judgments  herein 

ledge  of  men  and  affairs.     There  is  incidentally    pronounced    upon    the 

consummate  art  in  the  way  he  sub-  leading  politicians  of  the  world ;  and 

dues  the  didactic  and  argumentative  that  accuracy  cannot,  in  scarcely  one 

tone    commonly    employed    in    the  instance,  be  gainsaid, 

discussion    of    social    and    political  And  if  we  wanted  fresh  proofs   of 

questions;  in  the  way  he  brings  us  the    straightforward    manliness    and 

by  a  few  light  touches — 'per  sattum,  geniality  of  the  man,  here  we  have 

as  it  were — to   his  conclusions,  and  them     in    abundance ;    for    though 

carefully  excludes  from    view   any-  Cornelius  0*Dowd's  political  convic- 

thing  suggestive  of   excogitation  and  tions  were  as  distinct  as  possible — 

labour.      There    is,     moreover,    im-  though   he    wrote    himself     uncom- 

mense  evidence  of  power  in  all  this ;  promisingly  "  a  Tory  " — his  partisan - 

just  as  the  athlete's  strength  is  most  ship  was  perfectly  honest  and  gener- 

clearly  indicated  when   his  feats  of  ous.        Disdaining     subterfuge    and 

agility  are  performed  with  a  light-  equivocation  in  defence,  he  scorned, 

ness  and    grace   that    draw  off  our  in  attack,  anything  like  a  distortion 

attention   from    the  effort    which  it  of  facts  or  an  unjust  innuendo ;  and 

costs  to  achieve  them.  the  blows  which  he  struck,  though 

Thus    we    seldom    rise   from   the  sufficiently     damaging,    never    gave 

perusal  of  one  of  fhese  papers  with-  his    opponents    cause    to    complain 

out  finding  that   we   have   acquired  that  they  had  been  taken  at  an  un- 

new    ideas   or  more  distinct  impres-  fair  advantage. 

sions  on  some  subject  of  the  day,  A  political  partisan  who  keen- 
not  only  without  trouble,  but  with  ly  advocates  his  own  views,  can 
all  the  feeling  of  having  been  scarcely  fail  to  make  enemies  for 
engaged  in  a  pastime  rather  than  himself,  particularly  if  humour  and 
occupied  with  a  serious  study.  satire  are  among  the  weapons  in  his 

The    constant    and    happy  use  of  armory ;    but  Lever's    warfare  was 

metaphors  and  parables  ;  the  logical  conducted  with  such  frank  geniality 

accuracy  of   the  parallel  cases  cited  and  candour,  with  such  an  unwilling- 

in  illustration;     the    humour  which  ness  to  impute  evil  motives    to  his 

plays    so   lightly    about    his    utter-  adversaries    where    the    imputation 

ances  ;  and  the  perfect  ease  and  finish  could  not  be  supported  by  the  most 

of  a  style  in  which  all  the  author^s  patent  facts,  that  we  can  confidently 

graces  as  a  writer  are  compiled,  pro-  assert  that  he  has  left  behind  him 

duce  this  result,  and  for  once  shake  not  a  single  ill-wisher, 

our  belief  in  the  adage,  that  "there  As    we    can    have  no  more  "0'- 

is  no  royal  road  to  learning."      We  Dowderies,"   the  best  thing  we  can 

see    in    these    essays  the   strongest  do  is   to  turn  what  we  have  got  to 

groof  of  that  versatility  which  we  the  best  account;  and  we  are  per- 
ave  already  discussed  as  one  of  suaded  that  a  judicious  selection  of 
Lever's  characteristics;  for,  dealing  the  less  ephemeral  essays,  if  pub- 
with  the  prominent  subjects  of  pub-  lished  in  a  separate  form,  would  be- 
lie interest  at  home  and  abroad,  as  an  acceptable  permanent  addition 
they  arose,  he  has  treated  them  all  to  the  libraries  of  cultivated  and 
with  equal  facility,  and  touched  no-  thoughtful  people,  forming  a  re- 
thing  without  adorning  it.  We  see  pertory  of  social  and  political  truths, 
in  them,  also,  the  clearest  evidence  a  source  of  intelligent  amusement, 
of  his  insight  into  human  character,  and  a  graceful  and  correct  model  of 
for    we   have   been  enabled  to  test,  style. 
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Wc  hjive  now  discussed,  at  greater  greater  than  his  work ;    and    from 

length    than    was  perhaps  warrant-  this  point  of    view  he  appears  to 

able,    and    with  an  imperfection  of  us  to  occupy  a  place  in  the  very 

which  wo  arc  very  conscious,   the  foremost  rank  of  the  great  intellects 

various  elements  of  Lever*s  genius,  which  have  reflected  glory  on  this 

and    the    varied    expression    which  country.     We  are  not  afflicted  with 

they  have  found  in  his  works.  the  gout  de  comparainon  ;  we  are  not 

On  proposing  to  ourselves  to  make  going  to  pronounce  him  superior  to 
this  analysis,  we  confess  to  liaving  this  man  or  inferior  to  that  other; 
found  our  recollections  of  his  writ-  and  even  if  wc  wished  to  do  so,  we 
ings  not  quite  clear  enough  to  war-  know  of  no  one  between  whom  and 
rant  us  in  resting  such  a  process  him  a  comparison  could  be  legiti- 
upon  it,  so  that  reperusal,  to  some  mately  established :  we  shall  content 
considerable  extent,  became  a  neces-  ourselves  with  saying  that,  whether 
sity.  At  the  close  of  this  pleasant  his  genius  bo  measured  by  its  actual 
task,  we  find  that  a  critical  revision  outcome,  or  judged  under  the  giiid- 
has  more  than  confirmed  the  favour-  ance  of  a  less  direct  deduction,  we 
able  prepossession  with  which  we  arc  satisfied  that  among  the  great- 
addressed  ourselves  to  it ;  and  that  est  he  is  very  great  indeed, 
the  more  closely  Lever's  work  is  To  direct  man's  sad  eyes  to  the 
examined,  the  higher  is  the  concep-  sunnier  aspects  of  life ;  to  divert  an 
tion  which  is  formed  of  his  intellect  ijnimaginative  age  from  too  incessant 
If  his  books  were,  as  some  small  a  contemplation  of  the  practical ;  to 
critics  have  ventured  to  assert,  the  confront  the  selfish  with  models  of 
mere  literature  of  animal  spirits,  disinterestedness;  to  rebuke  base 
this  would  not  have  been  the  case ;  motives  by  the  exhibition  of  heroic 
for,  though  the  glitter  of  a  lively  standards ;  to  teach  lessons  of  wia- 
st3'le  may  satisfy  or  delude  the  dom,  albeit  with  a  smiling  face ;  and 
superficial  reader,  the  careful  stu-  to  charm  the  taste  by  the  creations 
dent  looks  below  such  adventitious  of  a  poetic  fancy — this  is  what 
attractions ;  just  as  the  surgeon,  in  Lever  has  sought  to  do,  this  he  has 
judging  of  the  physical  symmetry  of  succeeded  in  doing ;  and  always  tin- 
a  man,  takes  no  heed  of  the  cloth-  der  the  direction  of  a  clear  heart 
ing  which  envelopes  his  body,  and  and  a  manly  nature,  so  that  nothing 
pays  only  a  secondary  attention  to  can  be  learned  from  his  pages  but 
acquired  tricks  of  attitude  and  what  is  upright  and  chivalrous  and 
movement  As  we  cannot  pay  a  good,  nothing  that  will  not  tend  to 
higher  tribute  to  a  man's  social  teach  us  to  make  our  lives  nobler  and 
qualities  than  to  say  of  him  that  more  unselfish.  It  would  be  diffl- 
the  better  ho  is  known  the  more  he  cult  to  overrate  the  value  of  sudi  a 
is  liked;  so  no  greater  compliment  function  so  employed;  it  would  be 
can  be  offered  to  an  artist  than  to  difficult  to  award  too  high  a  meed  of 
pronounce  of  his  works  that  a  care-  praise  to  such  an  artist  The  works 
f ul  analysis  only  serves  to  discover  of  such  a  man  are  worthy  of  a  manlj 
new  merits  in  them.  And  this  tri*  and  virtuous  nation,  and  in  them  a 
bute  wc  can  honestly  pay  to  Lever.  high-spirited   and    generous    youth 

We  have  already  hinted  that  his  will  find  inspirations  befitting  their 

writings  suggest  the  possession    of  race.    Long  may  his  name  nourish 

powers     even    higher    than    those  among  us ;  for  while  it  is  in  repute, 

which  they    actually    display — that  virtue  and  manliness  shall  not  nare 

his  is  a    case    where    the    nyin    is  altogether  died  out  of  the  land* 
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In  our  view  of  the  French  Re-  legally  armed  with  the  power  to 
Tolution,  the  violence  of  the  torrent  kill  whomsoever  it  chose ;  and,  be- 
then  loosed  has  always  seemed  less  sides  combination  and  valour,  they 
wonderful  then  the  exceeding  weak-  were  grievously  in  need  of  oppor- 
ness  of  the  dam.  Why  on  earth  did  tunity.  They  wanted  some  inter- 
people  submit  ?  ruption  of    the    awful    calm — ^some 

The  germ  of  an  answer  to  this  fight,  some  row^  some  disturbance — 
question  may  perhaps  be  discovered  in  order  that,  as  soldiers  say,  they 
in  the  little  book  which  M.  de  Las-  might  be  able  to  "rally  upon  M}' 
teyrie  has  so  well  translated  for  For  months  and  months — nay,  in- 
us.  "  Submit  yourselves  humbly  to  deed,  during  nearly  two  years — they 
the  will  of  God  ; "  "  obey  the  laws  found  no  such  occasion.  Every- 
of  your  country.'*  Yes,  yes,  but —  where  submission,  submission,  sub- 
so  complex  is  life ! — it  may  be  shown  mission,  corresponding  and  more 
that  an  undue  and  mistaken  obser-  than  corresponding  to  the  triple 
vance  of  these  principles  was  the  audacity  of  Dan  ton.*  The  men 
very  evil  which  unchained  the  hell-  "  nowhere,"  as  our  turf  people  say  ; 
hoimds  of  the  French  Revolution,  the  women  devoutly  resigned. 
There  is  no  greater  mistake  than  With  the  aid  of  Monsieur  de 
that  of  imagining  that  the  Reign  of  Lasteyrie's  volume,  observe  a  great 
Terror  was  a  time  of  incessant  mob-  noble  s  town-house  in  the  early  days 
rule  and  turbulence.  It  was  really  of  the  Terror.  An  affray  caused  by 
from  the  want  of  a  little  healthy  some  angry  porters  at  the  gate  of 
turbulence,  and  the  utter  absence  of  the  Hotd  de  Noailles,  might  have 
any  such  thing  as  a  good,  honest,  become  the  nucleus  of  a  victorious 
inoienant  mob,  that  the  continuance  onset,  closely  followed  by  a  blessed 
of  the  "  Reign  *'  was  made  possible,  deliverance ;  but  then  an  affray  was 
This  is  easily  shown.  When  the  just  what  did  not  happen,  and  was 
whole  power  of  the  State  has  been  not  even  probable.  The  law  reigned, 
suffered  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  If  you  are  not  afraid  of  being  de- 
murderers,  it  necessarily  becomes  nounced  by  some  spy  as  the  asso- 
the  duty  of  the  good  to  rise  up  ciate  of  "  aristocrats,  you  can  enter 
against  crime — that  is,  against  the  the  building.  There,  when  in  strict 
law  of  the  land ;  and  in  such  case,  privacy  with  some  members  of  the 
like  any  other  insurgents,  they  must  great  historic  house  of  Noailles,  you 
look  to  their  means  of  action.  Hav-  surely  will  see  the  germ  of  resist- 
ing on  their  side  character,  property,  ance  to  organised  murder.  Not  at 
and  overwhelming  numbers,  the  all.  You  will  see  two  brave,  noble, 
enemies  of  "  the  Terror  '*  were  en-  and  high  -  hearted  women  —  one 
dowed  with  great  elements  of  charmingly  attractive  —  recommend- 
strength,  but  they  had  to  encounter  ing  each  other  to  prepare  for  death, 
a  formidable  antagonist — that  is,  an  with  a  priest  contriving  the  disguise 
executive    government    which    was  in  which  he  will  make  bold  to  at- 

Life  of  Madame  de  Lafayette,  by  Madame  de  Lastcyrie,  her  Daughter;  preceded  by 
the  Life  of  the  Dachcsse  dr  Ayen,  by  Madame  de  Lafayette,  her  daughter.  Translatecl 
from  the  French  by  Louis  de  Lasteyrle.  Paris,  L<5on  Techener,  Rue  de  TArbre-Sec, 
53 :  London,  Barth^  <fc  Lowell,  14  Great  Marlborough  Street    18T3. 

*  Ce  qu'il  nous  faut  c'cst  de  Taudace,  et  encore  deraudacc,  et  toujours  de  Taudacc. 
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tend  their  execution ;  and  this,  mark,  a  brave  people  cowed  ?    Well,  the 

about  a  year  before  the  time  when  explanation  seems  to  be  this :  The 

the     victims    who    thus    prepared  executions     began,     continued,     in- 

themselves    for    the    knife    of    the  creased  in  number,  and  therefore, 

slaughterer  were  really  thrown  into  of  course — in  one  sense— it  was  by 

prison.  the    will    of   God    that   they    took 

It  was  owing  to  their  own  "  faults  place.       Then,    again,    they    were 

of  temper,^'  as  the  conjugal  phrase  ordained  by  the  law  of   the  land. 

goes,  and  not  to  the  prowess  of  ad-  These  two  considerations  so  effect- 

vcrsaries,  that  the  butchers  at  length  ually  reinforced  the  selfish  motiyes 

succmnbed.      Good    men     loathing  which  inclined  men  to  shrink  from 

murder  had  no  part  at  all  in  the  the  immediate  danger  of  resistance, 

conflict  which  preceded  the  end  of  that  there  resulted  that  fatal  guilt 

"  the  Terror."     Robespierre  himself  which    has    been   the  cause   of   80 

was  the  man  who  (from  overreach-  much  evil  in  France — the   guilt  of 

ing    ambition,    or   from    hatred    or  Resignation. 

dread  of  his  brother-terrorists)  rose        Our    French    critics  may  tell  us 

up  (with  the  Commune  at  his  back)  that  we  too — and  that  very  lately 

against  the  more  blood-thirsty  mem-  — have  incurred  this  kind  of    dis- 

bers  of  the  Committee,  and  it  was  grace — the  disgrace  of  gtiilty  aoqui- 

only  in  the  confusion  resulting  from  escence.    When    the    rioters,   some 

the  victory  of  men  worse  than  he  five  years  ago,  were  in  possession  of 

was,  that  honest  people  at  last  found  Ilyde  Park,  Parliament  was  sittiog, 

courage  to  interpose.  and  Mr.  Gladstone  was  the  leader 

Until  the  end  thus  came,  the  of  the  Opposition.  It  was  plainly 
submissiveness  of  France  knew  no  incumbent  upon  him  to  stand  up  m 
bounds.  The  Reign  of  Terror  was  his  place  and  say  that  in  the  onty 
also  the  Reign  of  Law.  Every  scoun-  of  maintaining  order  the  GoTern- 
drol  who  sat  round  the  green  table  ment  would  be  as  firmly  supported 
in  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  by  his  side  of  the  House  as  by  their 
and  agreed  to  the  daily  list  of  own  accustomed  adherents.  He  re- 
victims,  was  as  amply  invested  mained  silent — guiltily  silent;  but 
with  legal  authority  as  any  grand-  we  imagine  that  his  error  arose  from 

i'uryman  who   brings    in    a    *'  true  an  impassioned  desire  for  the  re- 
fill" at  our  English  assizes.    The  covery  of  ofiice,  and  a  consequent 
scaffold  reeked,   but    the  women —  unwillingness  to  run  the  least  risk 
bringing    their    work    with  them —  of  losing  popular  favour.     In  tfaafe. 
who  came  every  day  to  see  ^^  Madame  view    his    delinquency    should    bo 
Guillotine^^    fed,  could  at  least  say  carefully  remembered  against  him^ 
that  from  the  cutting  of  the  hair  of  but  it  was,  after  all,  a  sin  of  ambt" 
the  victims  to  the  removal  of  their  tion,   and    not    one    importing  .tliafc 
bodies   and  the  baskets  containing  fatal    resignation    which    we 
their  heads,   the    whole  proceeding  ventured  to  ascribe  to  the  French. 
was    strictly  legal,   and    sanctioned       Whatever  counterbalancing 
besides  by  universal  suffrage.     Paris  may  be  reckoned  in  defence  of  th^ 
was  quiet    Order  reigned.    Never,  Faith,  it  seems  impossible  to  doub^ 
perhaps,  was  the  law  so  respected.  that  this  selfish  vice,   the  Yice  o^ 
But    what    is    the    meaning    of  guilty  resignation,  is  diligently  taugh*^ 
all  this  ?     Were  people  all  madly  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  — ^ 
wicked?      Not     at    all.      Only    a  taught    unhappily    with   a 
few    were   wicked ;    the   rest   were  which  does  not  attend  its  other 
cowed.     Cowed!    A    whole  people,  more  moral  cflforts.      What 


1872.]  Life  of  Madame  de  Lafayette.  863 

the  matter  worse  is,  the  people  with  they  like  to  be  led  by  a  woman  ;  * 

the    best  natural    dispositions    and  but  who  would  expect  great  achieve- 

the  most  lively  consciences  are  pre-  ments  from  the  men  of  a  Zouave 

cisely  those  who  are  the  most  surely  battalion   if  the   neat-footed  vivan- 

corrupted    and   demoralised  by  re-  diere  who  so    prettily  marches    at 

ligion  thus  misapplied.      The  very  their  head  were  to  begin  prematurely 

men    who,   by    their    station,    their  despairing  of  victory,  and  crying  out 

character,  and  their  natural  goodness  for  a  priest  ? 

of  heart,  might  seem  to  be  the  best        The  working  of  this  poison — the 

qualified  to  stand  by  their  country  poison  which  the  French  call  "  cler- 

in  her  hour  of  trial,  are  more  than  ical'' — is   exemplified   in    the    little 

all  others    exposed    to    this    moral  book  now  before  us.     We  there  see 

palsy.     If    Hampden    had    been    a  the  pious  and  blameless  "variety" 

good    Roman     Catholic,    he    would  of  the    ^'grande  dame"    practismg 

have  paid  his  ship-money.  every  virtue,  and  coming  ^ter  all 

Considering  the    known    bravery  to  the  scaffold  with  angelic   sweet- 

of  the  French  race,  we  used  always  ness ;  no  fathers,  no  husbands,  no 

to  marvel  at  the  decision  taken  by  sons,    no  lovers  throwing  any  sort 

the    nobles    who    emigrated    when  of    impediment  in  the  way  of   all 

threatened  by  the  dangers  of  the  this  organised  murder ;  and  by  the 

Revolution ;  but  some  part  at  least  time  we  have  finished  the  volume, 

of  the  required  explanation  is  fur-  we  begin    to   understand  how   the 

nished  by  the  circumstances  of  their  divine  lesson  of  resignation  to  the 

having    been    bred    up   as    Roman  will    of   God  may  be    taught    and 

Catholics.      It  might  have   seemed  taught  and  taught  by  priests  till  it 

that,  in   their  gay  brilliant  time  at  ends  in  producing  resignation  to  the 

Versailles,   they  were   free  enough  will  of  demons, 
from  the  sway  of  religion ;  but  they        The  lives  of  both  the  Duchesse 

were  all  men  who  had  been  piously  d*Ayen    and    the    Marquise    de    la 

taught  in   the  days  of  their  child-  Fayette  are  written  in  so  pious,  or 

hood ;  and  when  the  hour  of  danger  rather  in  so  "  clerical,"  a  spirit,  as  to 

canre,  the  fatal  lesson  of  resignation  be  absolutely  colourless,   and    it  is 

which  they   had  received   in    their  from  their  general  tenor  rather  than 

early  days    refastened   itself    upon  from  any  particular  passage  that  we 

their    minds,    and    concurred    with  have  been  able  to  deduce  our  con- 

their  selfish  fears  in  inducing  them  elusions.     The  lives,  in  truth,  are  so 

to  shrink  from  the  duty  they  owed  written  that  it  would  be  more  fitting 

to    their    country.       Besides,    tha  to  read  them  on  a  Sunday  than  to 

brilliant  vigour  of    the    women    in  quote  them  on  the  other  six  days; 

France  has  an  incalculable  effect  in  but  the  narrative  of  the  good  priest 

inspiring  the  courage  and  enterprise  Carrichon  is   extremely  interesting, 

of    the  men;    and  if    the    "better  and  we  give  it  almost  entire.     We 

half" — the    by  far  better  half — of  do  this  the    more    readily  because 

the  nation  becomes  so  piously  des-  the  kind,  zealous,  devoted  man  "tells 

ponding  of  human  resources  as  to  us  how  he  was  able  to  grant  abso- 

be  preparing  for  death,  there  must  lution  under  circumstances  strange 

be  imminent  danger  of  a  collapse  and  terrible. 

on    the    part    of    the    men.     When        tiXhe    Mar^clial    do    Noailles,  t    the 

French    regiments    go    into    action,  Dachesse  d^Ayen   her   daughter-ln  law, 

*  At  Inkcrman  the  2d  battalion  of  the  3d  Zouaves  went  into  the  fight  headed 
gaily  by  its  vlvandi^re.    She  was  killed, 
t  Shcj  wi\3  by  birth  a  Co336-Bris3ac.    Her  advanced  ago  had  Impaired  her  faculties. 
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and    the   Vicomtcesc    do   Noailles    her  hod  made  to  their  relations,  who  were 

jj^mnd-daughtcr,  were  detained  prisoners  thrown  into   the   deepest   affliction   by 

in  tlieir  own  house,  from  November  1798  this   catastrophe.     They   had   all   been 

till  April  1794.    The  lirst  I  only  knew  confined  in  the  same  prison,  and   bad 

by    sight,    but    was     well    acquainted  thus   been   of   great   comfort   to   CJich* 

with  the  two  others,  whom  I  generally  other. 

visited  once  a-wcek.    Terror  and  crime  *'0n   the   32d   of   July  (ITW),  on  a 

were  increasing  togetlicr ;    victims  were  Tuesday,  f     between     eight     and     ten 

l>ecoming  more  numerous.    One  day,  as  o^ clock  in  the  morning,  I  was  just  going 

the  ladies  were  exhorting  each  other  to  out;   I  heard  a  knock.     I  opened  the 

prepare  for  death,   I   said  to  them,  as  door,   and   saw    the    Noailles    children 

by  foresijjht:   If  you  go  to  the  Bcqffbld,  wltli   their   tutor.     The   children   were 

ajtd   if  Ootl  gives  me  strength  to  do  so,  cheerful,  as  is  usually  the  case  at  that 

I    sfiall    accomvany  you.      They    took  age,    but   under    tlieir    merriment   was 

nic  ut  my  word,  and  eagerly  exclaimed,  concealed  a  sadness  of  heart  caused  by 

Wdl  you  pfoinive  to  do  so  i     For   one  their  recent   losses  and   by  their   fean 

moment   I   hesitated.      Yes,    I  rrpilied ;  for  the  future ;    the  tutor  looked  sodf 

and    m   tficU.    you    way   easily   recognize  careworn,  pale,  and  haggard:    *Let  as 

tne,  I  gfuiU  wear   a    dark-blue  coat  and  go  to  your  study,*  he  said,  *aQd  leaTe 

a     i-ed    waistcoat.       Since     then     they  the  children  in  this  roouL*    We  did  to. 

often  reminded  me  of  my  promise.  He  threw  himself  on  a  chair.     *  All  is 

"■  In  the  month  of  April  17(H,  during  over,  my  friend,*   he  said ;   *  the  ladies 

Easter  week,  they  were  all  three  con-  are  before  the  Kevolutionary  TribunaL 

veyed  to  the  Luxembourg.    I  had  fre-  I  summon  you  to  keep  your  word.    I 

<iuent   aecouots   of   them    througli    M.  shall  take  the  boys  to  vincennes  to  see 

(ircUet,*  whose  delicate  attentions  and  little  Euphdmie.  ^     While  in  the  wood 

zc^alous  services  were  of  such  use  both  I     shall     prepare     these     unfortunate 

U)  them  and  to  their  children.      I  was  children  for  their  terrible  loss.' 

often    reminded    of   my   promise.      On  **  Although  I  had  long  been  prepared 

the  27th  of  June,   on  a  Monday  or  a  for  this  news,  I  was  greatly  shocked. 

Friday,  he  came  to  beg  of  me  to  fultil  The  frightful  situation  of  the  parental 

the  engagement  I   had  taken  with  the  of  the  children,  of  their  worthy  tutor, 

Marechal  dc  Mouchy  and  his  wife.  that    youthful    mirth    so    soon    to    be 

"I  went  to  tlie  *  Palais  de  Justice'  followed    by  such   misery;    poor  little 

and   succeeded   in   entering   the   court  Euph^mie,   then   only   four   yean   crid, 

I  stood  very  near,  with  my  eyes  fixed  all    these    thoughts    rushed    upon    mr 

iinou  them,  during  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  mind.     But   1   soon   recovered   myaeo; 

M.  and  Mme.  dc  Mouchy,  whom  I  had  and  after  a  few  questions,  and  answers 

only  seen  once  at  their  own  house,  and  full  of  mournful  details,  I  said  to  M. 

whom  I  knew  better   than  they  knew  Grellet:    *You   must  go    now,    and   I 

me,   could   not  distinguish   me   in   the  must  change  my  dress.      What  a  task 

crowd.    (lOd  inspired  me,  and  with  His  I   have    before   me !      Pray   that    God 

help  I  did  all  1  could  for  them.    The  may  give  me  strength  to  accomplish  it.* 

ManV.hal    was   singularly  edifying,  and  We  arose,  and   found  the  children  in- 

])rayed  aloud  with  all  his  heart     The  noccntly   amusing   themselves,    looking 

day  before,  on  leaving  the  Luxembourg,  gay  and   happy.     The   sight  of   them. 

he  had  said   to   those  who   had   given  the  thought  of  their  unconsciousnesa  ot 

him  marks  of  sympathy:  *At  seventeen  what  they  were  so  soon  to  learn,  and 

years  of  age  I  mounted  the  breach  for  of    the   interview  which   would    follow 

my   King;    at  seventy-seven   1   ascend  with    their    little    sister,    rendered   the 

the  scaffold  for  my  God :    my  friends,  contrast  more  striking,  and  almost  broke 

1  am  not  to  be  pitied.'     I  avoid  details,  my  heart    Left  alone   after   their    de- 

wlilc^     would     become     interminable,  parture,  I  felt  terrified  and  exliaosted. 

That  day  I    thonght   it   useless   to   go  *  My  God,  have  pity  on  them  and  on  me !  • 

as   far   as   the   guillotine;    besides,  my  I   exclaimed.       I' changed   my   clothes 

courage   failed   me.      This    was    omln-  and  went  to  two  or  three  places.    With 

ous  for  tlic  fulfilment  of  the  promise  1  a  heavy  load  on  my  heart,  I  turned  my 

*  Tutor  to  Alexis  and  Alfred  dc  Notdllcs,  sons  of  the  Vicomtessc  de  Noailles. 

1 4  Thermldor.  X  Their  sister,  Mme.  de  V^rac. 
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steps  towards  the   *  Palais  do  Justice,*  pjand-dauglitcr  were  not  witli  lier;  but, 

between  one   and  two   o'clock   in   tlie  alas !  tliey  were  in  the  second  cart, 

afternoon.    I  tried  to  get  in,  but  found  *'Mme.  de  Noailles  was  in  white;  she 

it  impossible.    I   made   inquiries   of   a  did  not  appear  more  than  twenty-four 

person  who  had  just  left  the  tribunal,  years  of  age:  Mme.  d'Ayen,  who  loolced 

I  still  doubted  tlie  truth  of  the  news  about  forty,  wore  a  dress  striped  blue 

which  had  been  told  nic.    But  the  an-  and  white.    Six  men  got  in  after  them, 

swer  destroyed  all  illusion  and  all  hope ;  I  rwas  pleased  to  see  the  respectful  dis- 

I  could  doubt  no  lonjjer.    Once  more  I  tance   at  which    the    two    first    placed 

went  on  my  way,  and  turned  my  steps  themselves,  so  as  to  leave  more  liberty 

towards    the    Faubourg    Saint-Antoine.  to    the    ladies.       They    were    scarcely 

What   thoughts,    what   agitation,    what  seated  when  the  motlier  became  the  ob- 

secret  terrors  distracted  my  poor  brain !  jcct  of  that  tender  solicitude  for  which 

I  opened  my  heart  to  a  friend  whom  I  her  daughter  was  well  known." 

could  trust,  and  who,  speaking  to  me  in  t     xu     i       a        j«                      i.«  t. 

God's  name,  strengthened  my  courajje.  ^^  t°c  heart-rending  scene  which 

At  his  house  I  took  some  coffee,  whicli  follows,  the  good  priest  was  too  far 

*^J5,^  ^  r:"^^'^  "V  ?*^^- ,  .     ,    ,     ,  away  from  the  carts  containing  the 

retJE'eSt'^X  t<l3i"^;e'*a  victims  to  be  able  to  hear  what  they 

de  JusUce,*^  dreading  to  get  there,  and  ^^^^l  out  whilst  gazing  m  his  agony 

hoping  not  to  find  those  whom  I  was  &t  the    angelic    Mme.   de    Noailles, 

seeking.    I  arrived  before  five  o'clock,  and  happily  catching  her  eye,  he  was 

There  were  no  signs  of  departure.    Sick  able,  as  it  were,  to   nee  her   speak, 

at  heart,  I   ascended  the  8tei>8  of  the  „„j'    «4i::.,~  --.,?  v                *       V* 

•Sointe   ChapcUe,'    then  I  wilked  into  ^^^  notlung  can  he  more  touchmg, 

the  Orande  Salle,  and  wandered  afcout.  or  more  tenderly  beautiful,  than  the 

I  sat  down,  I  rose  again,  but  spoke  to  words  she  seemed  to  utter.     Let  us 

no   one.    From  time  to  time  I  cast  a  add  that  those  words   lose   nothing 

^"rSteterc'":^;? an%^?^f  ^y  P??«|"g -jo  «>«  ^1-}^^  English 

departure.     My   constant   thought   was  >"  which  M.  de  Lasteyrie  has  trans- 

that  in  two  hours,  perhaps  in  one,  they  lated   them.      We  may   be   unduly 

would  be  no  more.    I  cannot  say  how  proud  of  oiur  language,  but  certainly 

overwhelmed  I  was  by  that  idea,  wliich  ^^    imairinG    that    thp-so    wnrHs     ft«» 

luu  affected  me  through  life  on  all  such  ^^   imagine   tnat    tnese   words,   as 

occasions,  and  they  have  only  been  too  rendered   by   M.   de    Lasteyrie,  are 

frequent    While  a  prey  to  these  mourn-  ©yen   more   touching    than   the  ori- 

ful  feelings,  never  did  an  hour  appear  ginal   French.      The   narrative  goes 

to  me  so  long  or  so  short  as  the  one    qq  j 

which    elapsed    between    five   and    six 

o'clock  on  that  day.  Conflicting  thoughts  **  I  heard  it  said  near  me,  *  Look  at  tliat 

were    incessantly    crossing    my    mmd,  young  one,  how  anxious  she  seems !  see 

which  made  me  suddenly  pass  from  the  how  she  Is  speaking  to  the  otlicr  one ! ' 

illusions   of   vain    hoiMJ  to  fears,  alas !  For  my  part,  I  felt  as  If  I  heard  all  they 

too  well  founded.  ^At  last  I  saw,  by  a  were  saying.     Mama^  he  U  not  there. — 

movement  in  the  crowd,  that  the  prison  Look     again. — Nothing    escape*    me ;     I 

door  was  on  the  point  of  being  oj>ened.  assure  you^  mama,  he  is  not  there. 

I  went  down  and   placed   myself   near  "They  had   evidently  forgotten  that 

tlie  outer  gate,  as  for  the  previous  fort-  I    had   sent  them   word  that  it  would 

night  it  had  became  Impossible  to  enter  be    Impossible   for   me  to  gain   adnilt- 

the    prison    yard.     The    first   cart    was  tance     Into     the    prison     yard         The 

filled  with  prisoners,  and  came  towards  first   cart   stopped    before    me    during 

roc.     It  was  occupied  -by  eight  ladles,  at    least    a    quarter    of    an    hour.     It 

whose   demeanour    was   most   edifying,  moved    on ;     the    second    followed.      I 

Of  these  seven  were  unknown  to  me.  approached   the   ladles ;    tliey   did   not 

The  last,  who  was  very  near  me,  was  see     me.      I     went     again     Into    the 

the  Man^chale  de  Noailles.     A  transient  *  Palais   de  Justice,'    and   then    a   long 

ray  of  liojie  crossed   my  mind  when  I  way    round,     and    stood    at     the    en- 

^w  that   her   daughter  in-law  and  her  trance  of   the    *  Pont-au-Change,'   in  a 
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prominont    place.      Mme.    dc    Noaillcs  Bhuddcrinp:»    said,    *  Good   evening,   my 

cii-st  her  cye.s  around  her;    she  piusscd,  dear  friend/ 

and  did  not  sec  me.  I  followed  the  '*Thc  storm  was  at  its  heigilit.  The 
eartM  over  the  bridjufe,  and  thus  kept  wind  blew  temiKwtuoutfly,  and  givatlr 
near  the  ladie.-*,  thou^jh  separated  from  annoyed  the  ladles  in  the  first  car^ 
them  by  the  crowd.  Mine,  de  Noailles,  more  especially  the  Mar^hnlc  dc 
►itill  looking  for  me,  did  not  perceive  Noaillc:?.  With  her  hands  tied  behind 
me.  Mme.  d'Ayen's  anxiety  became  her,  with  no  sui)port  for  her  l>ack,  she 
vi.-^iblc  on  her  countenance.  Her  tottered  on  the  wretched  plank  upon 
daui^hter  watched  the  cr(>wd  with  In-  which  she  was  placed.  Her  lan^  cap 
creasini'  attention,  but  in  vain.  I  felt  fell  back  and  exposed  to  view  some 
tempted  to  turn  ba<:k.  Have  I  not  /:n'ey  hairs.  Immediately,  a  iimnber 
done  all  that  I  could  *  I  inwardly  ex-  of  people,  who  were  pithered  .  there 
claimed.  Evcrj'where  the  crowd  will  notwithstandinjc  the  ram,  havlnfif  ro- 
be p-eater;  It  Is  usele^*s  to  jro  any  fur-  coi^nised  her,  she  became  the  solo  ob- 
ther.  I  was  on  the  point  of  giving  up  jeet  of  their  attention.  They  added 
the  attempt.  Suddenly  the  sky"  be-  by  their  Insults  to  the  RufTcnnga  she 
came  overclouded,  thunder  was  heard  was  endurlnj;  so  patiently.  *  There  she 
in  the  distance;  I  made  a  fresh  eftbrt  Is,  that  Marecliale  who  iwed  to  so 
A  short  cut  brought  me  before  the  about  with  so  many  attendants,  diir- 
arrlval  of  the  carts  to  the  Rue  Saint-  ing  in  such  tine  coaches :  there  she  is  In 
Antolne,  nearly  opposite  the  too  the  cart,  just  like  the  others  1 '  The 
famous  *  Force.'  At  that  moment  shouts  continued,  the  fiky  became 
the  storm  broke  forth.  The  wind  darker,  the  rain  fell  heavier  still.  We 
blew  violently ;  flashes  of  lightning  were  close  to  the  carrqfottry  prccedinit 
and  claps  of  Ihunder  followed  In  mpld  the  Faubourg  Saint-Antoina  I  went 
succession ;  the  rain  poured  down  in  forv^ard,  examined  the  spot,  and  said 
torrents.  I  took  shelter  at  a  shop-  to  myself,  This  the  place  lor  grant- 
door.  The  spot  is  always  present  to  ing  them  what  they  bo  much  long  for. 
my  memory,  and  I  have  never  passed  *'The  cart  was  going  slower.  I 
by  It  8lnce  without  emotion.  In  one  turned  towards  the  ladies,  and  made  a 
moment  the  street  was  cleared :  the  sign  which  Mme.  de  Noaillcs  under- 
crowd  had  taken  refuge  in  the  shops  stood  perfectly.  MatuGy  JC  Carri^om 
and  gateways.  There  was  less  order  i*  ffohif/  to  f/iiv  im  abaoluiion^  ahe 
in  the  procession,  both  thcj  escort  and  evidently  wliisp<!red.  They  ploosly 
the  carts  having  quickened  their  pace,  bowed  their  heads  with  a  look  of 
They  were  close  to  the  *  Petit  Saint-  repentance,  contrition,  .  and  hope. 
Antolne,'  and  I  was  still  undecided.  Then  I  hfted  up  my  hand,  and,  with- 
The  tlrst  cart  passed.  By  a  preclpl-  out  uucovering  my  head,  prouoanced 
tiite  and  Involuntary  movement  I  the  fonn  of  absolution,  and  the  worda 
quitted  the  shop-door,  rushed  towards  which  follow  it,  very  distinctly,  and 
the  second  cart,  and  found  myself  with  supcniatuml  attention.  Never 
close  to  the  ladles.  Mme.  de  Noailles  shall  I  forget  the  expression  of  their 
perceived  me,  and,  smiling,  seemed  to  faces.  From  that  moment  the  storm 
say :  T/ure  you  a)'c  at  last !  Ilmo  abated,  the  rain  diminished,  and 
hnppy  ire  arc  to  see  you !  Jfow  t/y?  seemed  only  to  have  fallen  for  the 
Tiare  looked  for  you  f  Mama^  there  he  furtherance  *  of  our  wishes.  I  offered 
UI  Mme.  d'Ayen  appeared  to  revive,  up  my  thanks  to  God,  and  so  did,  I 
As  for' myself,  all  Irresolution  vanished  am  sure,  these  pious  women.  Their 
from  my  mind.  By  the  grace  of  God  exterior  appearance  spoke  coutentmonti 
I  felt  possessed  of  extraordinary  cour-  security,  and  joy." 
age.  Soaked  with  rain  and  perspira- 
tion, I  continued  to  walk  by  them.  tt  »  i  «  . 
On  the  steps  of  the  church  of  Saint  Ilerc,  then,  was  absolution  not 
Louis  I  met  a  friend  who,  filled  wltli  preceded  by  any  confession  which 
respect  and  attachment  for  the  ladle.^  can  bo  called  "  auricular,"  and  given, 
was  endeavounng  to  give  them  the  besides,  bv  the  Driest  whikt  stAnd. 
same  assistance.  His  countenance,  ?*^*^^,S^  V  ^«?  P"«si  wniiSL  suna- 
his  attitude,  showed  what  he  felt  I  '"S  disguised  in  a  crowd  ;  but  we 
placed  my  hand  on  his  shoulder,  and,  believe   it  is    not    doubted    in    the 
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Roman  Catholic  Church  that  the 
deviation  from  the  usual  practice 
had  a  sound  warrant  in  the  necessity 
Jii  the  case,  and  that  the  absolution 
was  valid.     The  narrative  goes  on : — 

"As  we  advanced  through  the 
*  Faubourg/  tlic  rain  having  ceased, 
a  curious  multitude  again  lined  tlic 
two  sides  of  the  street,  insulting  tlie 
hidics  in  the  first  cart,  but  above  all 
the  Mar^chale.  Nothing  was  said  to 
the  others.  I  sometimes  walked  by 
the  side  or  the  cart^,  and  sometimes  pre- 
ceded them. 

"  At  last  we  reached  the  fatal  spot. 
I  cannot  describe  what  I  felt.  What 
a  moment!  \VTiat  a  separation! 
What  an  atflietion  for  the  children, 
husbands,  sisters,  relations,  and  friends 
who  are  to  sur\'ive  those  beloved  ones 
in  this  valley  of  tears !  There  they 
are  before  mo  full  of  health,  and  in  one 
moment  I  shall  see  them  no  more. 
What  anguish  !  yet  not  witliout  deep 
consolation  at  beholding  them  so  re- 
signed. 

"We  came  in  sight  of  the  scaffold. 
The  carts  stopped,  and  were  im- 
mediately surrounded  by  the  soldiers. 
A  ring  of  numerous  spectators  was 
soon  formed,  most  of  whom  were 
laughing  and  amusing  themselves  at 
the  horrible  sight.  It  was  dreadful  to  be 
amonsrst  them ! 

**  While  the  executioner  and  his  two 
assistants  were  helping  the  pri.-oners 
out  of  the  first  cart,  Mme.  de  Noailles's 
eyes  sought  for  me  in  the  crowd.  She 
caught  siuht  of  me.  Wliat  a  wonder- 
ful expression  there  was  in  those 
looks!  Sometimes  raised  towards 
heaven,  sometimes  lowered  towards 
earth  ;  her  eyes,  so  animated,  so  gentle, 
so  expressive,  so  heavenly,  wttre  often 
fixed  on  me  in  a  manner  which  would 
liave  ottnicted  notice  •  if  those  around 
me  had  had  time  for  observation.  I 
pulled  my  hat  over  mv  eves  without 
taking  them  o(f  her.  1  felt  as  if  I 
could  hear  her  say,  Our  mcriflce  is 
accomjjiishtd !  We  hair  a  Jinn  and 
comforting  hope  that  a  v\cyc{fid  God 
is  calHiuf  lut  to  Jlimf  How  many  dear 
to  \tg  we  leave  behind !  but  we  s/udl 
forget  7io  one.  Faretccll  to  them^  and 
thanks  to  yon !  Je.sua  Christ,  who  died 
for    xiSy    w  onr    stnvif/th.      May    xcc   die 


in   Him!    Farewell.      May   tee   all   meet 
again  in  hcafen  I 

"It  is  impossible  to  give  an  idea  of 
the  animation  and  fervour  of  those 
signs,  tlie  eloquence  of  which  was  so 
touching  that  the  bystanders  ex- 
claimed :  *  Oh  !  that  young  woman, 
how  happy  she  seems,  how  she  looks 
up  to  heaven,  how  she  is  praying! 
But  what  is  the  use  of  it  ally*  And 
then,  on  second  thoughts :  *  Oh !  the  ras- 
cals, the  bigots !  * 

"The  mother  and  daughter  took  a 
last  farewell  of  each  other  and  descended 
from  the  cart  As  for  mc,  the  outer 
world  disappeared  for  a  moment.  At 
once  broken-hearted  and  comforted,  I 
could  only  return  thanks  to  God  for 
not  having  waited  for  this  moment  to 
give  them  absolution ;  or,  which  would 
have  been  still  worse,  delayed  it  till 
they  had  ascended  the  scaffold.  We 
could  not  have  joined  in  prayer  while 
I  gave,  and  they  received,  this  great 
blessing,  as  we  had  been  enabled  to  do 
in  the  most  favourable  circumstances 
possible  at  such  a  time.  I  left  the  spot 
where  I  was  standing,  and  went  over 
to  the  other  side,  while  the  victims 
were  getting  out  I  found  myself 
opposite  the  wooden  steps  which 
led  to  the  scaffold.  An  old  man,  tall 
and  straight,  with  white  hair  and  a 
good-natured  countenance,  was  leaning 
against  it  I  was  told  he  was  a 
fennier-general.  Near  him  stood  a 
very  edifjing  ladv,  whom  I  did  not 
know.  Then  came  the  Marechalc  de 
Noailles,  exactly  opposite  me,  dressed 
in  black,  for  she  was  still  in  mourning 
for  her  husband.  She  was  sitting  on  a 
block  of  wood  or  stone  which  happened 
to  be  there,  her  large  eyes  fixed  with  a 
vacant  look.  I  had  not  omitted  to  do 
for  her  what  I  had  done  for  so  manv, 
and  in  particular  for  the  Mardchal  and 
Marechalc  de  Mouchy.  All  the  others 
were  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  looking 
towards  the  Faubourg  Saint-Antoine. 
From  where  I  stood  I  could  only  per- 
ceive Mme.  d'Ayeu,  whose  attitude  and 
countenance  .  exi)ressed  the  most  sub- 
lime, unaffected,  and  devout  resigna- 
tion. She  seemed  only  occupied  with 
the  sacrifice  she  was  about  to  make  to 
God,  through  the  merits  of  the  Saviour, 
His  divine  Son.  She  looked  as  she  was 
wont  to  do  when  she  had  tlic  happiness 
of  approaching  the  altar  for  holy  com- 
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mnnion.  •  I  shall  never  forget  the  im- 
prcs&iou  she  mode  on  inc  at  that 
moment.  It  is  often  in  my  thoughts. 
Godjrrant  that  I  may  profit  by  it! 

**  Tlic  Mardchalc  de  Noailles  was  the 
third  pereon  who  ascended  the  Bcaffold. 
Tlic  upper  i)artof  her  drees  bad  to  be  cut 
awajj  in  order  to  uncover  her  Uiroat  I 
was  impatient  to  leave  tlio  place,  but  yet 
I  wished  to  drink  tlie  cnp  of  bitterness  to 
the  dregs,  and  to  keep  my  promise,  as 
God  was  giving  me  strcngUi  to  do  so,  even 
in  the  miustof  all  my  shnddcrinn^  horror. 
Six  ladies  followed.  Mmc.  d*Ayen  was 
the  tentli.  How  happy  she  seemed  to  die 
before  her  daughter  i  The  executioner 
tore  oflf  her  cap.  As  it  was  fastened  by  a 
pin  which  he  had  forgotten  to  remove,  he 
pulled  her  hair  violently,  and  the  pain  he 
caused  was  visible  on  her  countenance. 

**  The  mother  dit»appearcd,  the  daugh- 
ter took  her  ])lacc  What  a  sight  to  be- 
hold that  young  creature,  a)l  in  white, 
looking  still  younger  than  she  really  was. 
like  a  gentle  lamb  ^oing  to  the  slaughter! 
I  fancied  I  was  witnessing  the  martyr- 
dom of  one  of  the  young  virgins  or  holy 
women  whom  we  read  of  in  the  history  of 
tlic  Church.  Wliat  had  happened  to  the 
mother  also  happened  to  her ;  the  same 
pain  in  the  removal  of  her  cap,  then  the 
same  composure  and  the  same  death. 
Oh!  the  abundant  crimson  stream  that 
gushed  from  the  head  and  neck !  IIow 
happy  she  is  now  !  T  thought,  as  her  body 
was  thrown  into  tlic  frigh'.ful  cjflin. 


'*May  Almighty  God  In  His  mercy 
bestow  on  tlie  members  of  that  family  all 
the  blessings  which  I  ask,  and  entreat 
them  to  ask  for  mine !  May  we  all  be 
saved  with  those  who  have  gone  before 
us  to  tliat  happy  dwelling  where  revolu- 
tions arc  unkno\^ni — to  that  abode  which, 
according  to  the  words  of  Saint  Angiu- 
tiuc,  has  Trutii  for  iU  King.  Charity  for 
its  law,  and  will  endure  for  JBtemity  I  ** 


The  moral  tee  draw  is,  that  nather 
men  nor  women  should  be  broagfat 
by  priests  or  deacons  into  that  state 
of  raind  which  fits  them  to  be 
trampled  upon  without  resistance. 
Charlotte  Corday  was  the  superb 
exception ;  but  in  general,  both  by 
nature  and  habit,  the  Frenchnuui 
has  always  been  but  too  well  in- 
clined to  meet  the  approaches  of 
tyranny  with  a  shrug  and  '*  que 
Youlez  YousV"  and  it  seems  per- 
verse in  the  extreme  to  aggraTate 
this  baneful  weakness  by  applyiiu; 
to  those  who  were  only  **  yictima/^ 
the  grand  appellation  of  "  martyrs^'* 
and  confusing  the  idea  of  submiaskm 
to  IleaTen  with  that  of  submisuon 
to  scoundrels. 
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JAPAN. 

Tbbre  is  a  country  whose  written  hundred  years  before  the  Christian 

history  stretches  in  an  uninterrupted  era  by  Zen  Mou,   who,  as  is  shown 

tale  over  2582  years ;  whose  sover-  by  his  first  title  of  **  Lord  of    the 

eigns  have    formed    one    unbroken  Narrow    Country/'     was    originally 

dynasty  since  660  b.c.  ;  whose  first  the  petty  chieftain   of  a  mountain 

ruler,   of    the   still-reigning  family,  valley.     It  was  he  who  founded  the 

was   contemporary  with   Nebuchad-  dynasty  of  the  Mikados,  and  who 

nezzar  and  Tullus  Hostilius ;  whose  invented  the   ingenious   system    of 

present  Emperor  is  the  122d  of  his  their  deification  after  death,  which, 

race ;  whose  principles  of  action  have  under  the  name  of  the  religion  of 

remained    virtually    unchanged   for  Sinto,    or  the  Eamis,   has  been  so 

five-and-twenty  centuries.  powerful   an    agent  in  maintaining 

That  country  is  Japan.  intact  the  prestige  of  his  descendants. 

Even    if  it    possessed    no    other  His  successors  seem  to  have  had  to 

merit  than  this    extraordinary    an-  do    a    vast    deal    of    fighting,    and 

tiquity,  such  a  country  would  de-  though    their   half-sacred   character 

serve  to  be  looked  at  with  attention ;  generally  prevented  them  from  ap- 

but  the  manners  and  the  character  peanng  personally  in  the  field,  their 

of  its  people  arc  almost  more  striking  generals  had  plenty  of    occupation 

than  its  ancient  lineage ;   while  the  during   some  two   thousand  years ; 

interest  of  the  subject  is  still  further  the  reason  being  that  their  subjects, 

increased  by  the  strange  fact  that,  though  strictly  loyal,  were  particu- 

after  resolutely  shutting  itself  out  larly  riotous,     and  indulged  them- 

from    all    contact    with  the  world,  selves  in  an  indefinite   quantity  of 

this  country  is  now  suddenly  aban-  local  wars  of  the  most  varied  kind, 

doning  its  traditions,  is   seeking  to  The  majority  of  the  Mikados  during 

change  its  whole  condition,  is  striv-  this  long  period  have  not  left  much 

ing    to  adopt  European    laws    and  mark  in  history,  but    some  few   of 

habits,  and  to  take  a  place  amongst  them  were  able  statesmen  and  great 

the  nations.     A  great  Embassy,  in-  rulers:  the  long  catalogue    of  their 

eluding  some  of  the  most  illustrious  doings    offers,    however,    but    little 

of  its  nobles,   has  just  landed    in  interest,   until    about    six   hundred 

England,  with  the  object  of  study-  years  ago.     All  that  is  worth  notic- 

ipg  the  elements  of  Western  civil-  ing    in     the    interval    is    that    the 

isation,  and  of  applying  them  on  its  Mikados  were  very  long-lived ;  that 

return.     A  sketch  of    the    present  in  85  b.c.  the  Emperor  of  that  day 

condition  of    Japan  may  therefore  conferred  on  one  of   his   sons    the 

be   somewhat    useful    at    this    mo-  -  title  of  Shiogun   or    Generalissimo, 

ment  and  thereby  unconsciously  prepared 

But  in  order  to  understand  the  the  way  for  the  extinction  of  the 
situation  as  it  now  is,  it  is  essential  power  of  his  family  thirteen  cen- 
to trace  its  growth,  and  to  indicate  turies  afterwards ;  that  one  Buretz, 
the  causes  which  have  produced  it ;  who  reigned  about  the  time  of 
for  that  purpose  the  main  features  of  Mahomet,  carried  cruelty  to  a 
the  history  of  this  curious  nation  height  which  it  has  rarely  attained 
must  be  roughly  recalled  to  memory,  elsewhere,  even  amongst  the  most 
The  Empire  of  Japan  was  de-  inventive  torturers;  for  when  he 
finitely   established  more   than    six  had  grown  tired  of  the  insufficient 
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jyitisfaction  of  cutting  his  courtiers  and  ended  by  getting  himself  ap- 
into  small  pieces,  and  of  dissecting  pointed  Shiogun,  annexing,  for  the 
them  alive,    he  conceived  the    new  first   time,   to   that  purely  military 
amusement  of  making   them   climb  office  the    entire    direction    of    the 
to  the  top  of  tall  trees,  which  he  civil     and    political    affairs    of    the 
forthwith   cut    down    under  them ;  country,    and     declaring    that    the 
that  the  introduction  of  Buddhism,  separate  power   which  ho  thus    as- 
towards   the  year  700,    supplied  a  sumed  was  hereditary  in  his  family. 
series  of  new  motives  for  carrying  on  Such    was  the  origin    of    what  we 
fighting,   the  partisans  of   the  new  erroneously  call  the  Temporal  Em- 
faith  disagreeing  violently  with  the  perors  of  Japan.     The  party  of  the 
^'i;itoists,  and  of  course  settling  their  Mikado,  of  course,  objected   to  this 
disputes    by  battle;    and  that  the  usurpation,      and     fought    brayely 
hooks  of  Confucius  were  imported  against    the   new    self  -  constituted 
at  the  end  of  the  ninth  century,  but  government       Torrents    of     blood 
seemingly    without    producing    any  were  shed,    savage  cruelties    were 
special  quarrels.  perpetrated ;  but   in   the  long-mn, 
But  wlien  the  twelfth  century  be-  after  several  generations    had  been 
gan,  new  circumstances  had  arisen,  slaughtered,  the  power  of  the  Shio- 
and  new  events  occurred,  of  a  really  guns  became    definitive  and  undis- 
important    nature.     Incessant  fight-  puted.      Still,  notwithstanding  their 
ing,    and    the  disorders  consequent  success,   they  never   seem  to  have 
upon  it,  had   slowly  developed  the  thought  of  actually  suppressing  the 
separate  power  of  the    Daimios  or  Mikado;     on     the    contrary,     they 
local  nobles,  who   by    degrees  had  reigned  solely  in  his  name  and  for 
grown  to  be   virtually  independent  his  account.    The  divine  nature  of 
of  the  Mikado.     They  still  remained  the  imperial  race,  the  long  duration 
under  his  nominal  command— they  of  its  dj^nasty,  had  so  attached  the 
paid  him  tribute,  and  received  from  nation  to  it  that  any  attack  upon 
him  investiture ;  but  in  reality  they  the  person  of  the  Mikados  was  im- 
had  each   of  them   acquired   royal  practicable.      They     preserved    the 
rights  in  their  respective  provinces,  title,  the  pomp,  and  the  appearances 
They  made  war  on   their  own    ac-  of  supreme  royalty,  with  the  power 
count,  administered  justice  in  their  of  investiture  of  both  Shioguns  and 
own   names,   coined    money,  levied  Daimios;  they  continued  to  be  the 
taxes,    and  had  power  of    life  and  fountain    of  honour,    and  they  re- 
death   over  the  population  of  their  tained  a  distinct  right  of  veto  over 
district,     which    reverently    called  the  Shiogun's  acts.     It  is,  however, 
them    the    **  Lords  of  our    heads."  an  error  to  suppose  that  they  be- 
Thc   Mikado  of  the  period,  Koniei,  came    spiritual    chiefs    or    pontiflfs. 
detei*mined  to  put  an  end  to  all  this  They  never  exercised  or  possessed 
rioting,  and  to  re-establish  unity  of  any  theocratic  powers.     They  con- 
government.     With   that  object  ho  tinned    to    be    nominally    the    sole 
collected  a   large    anny,    gave  the  temporal  emperors  of  Japan,  though 
direction  of  it  to  his  General,  Yori-  they  were  pensioned  by   the  Shio- 
tomo,    and  told  him  to  crush   out  gun,  and  had  scarcely  any  practical 
the  local  chieftains.     Yori  tomo  went  authority.     In  order  to  prevent  col- 
to  work  to  do  it,  but  not  quite  as  lisions,  the   Mikado  and  the   Shio- 
Koniei    wished.     He  allied  himself  gim  wisely  determined  to  live  apart. 
with  the  most  powerful  of  the  Dai-  The  former  took   his    residence  at 
mios,    upset   the  rest,    reorganised  Miako,    while    the    latter    went   to 
them  all  into  a    regular  feudality,  Yedo,    three   hundred  miles  away. 
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He  had,  however,  to  make  a  jour-  landed  on  the  Japanese  coast  by  ac- 
ney  to  Miako  once  a-year,  to  do  cident,  a  tempest  having  blown  them 
homage  to  his  superior.  thither,  as  they  were  on  their  way 

%  This  new  oi^nisation  did  not  from  Siam  to  Kortkern  China  in  a 
work  quite  smoothly.  The  descend-  junk.  They  were  very  well  received 
ants  of  Yontomo  did  not  manage  to  by  the  Daimio  of  the  locality — 
keep  the  sort  of  throne  which  he  mainly,  however,  because  one  of 
had  established  for  them.  They  them  possessed  an  arquebus,  and  as- 
were  turned  out  by  new  rebellions,  tonished  the  chieftain  by  his  shoot- 
and  their  places  were  occupied  sue-  ing — and  after-  a  stay  of  some  dura- 
cessivdy  oy  a  variety  of  adventur-  tion,  wore  allowed  to  leave,  and 
ers,  none  of  whom  have  left  a  name  got  back  to  Goa  with  the  story  of 
excepting  Oda  Novunaga  and  Taiko  their  adventures,  and  of  the  wonder- 
Fideyos.  The  latter,  who  was  at  ful  country  they  had  discovered, 
first  an  apothecary's  apprentice,  and  The  Portuguese  traders  in  the  Eastern 
became  Shiogun  in  1590,  grew  to  seas  immediately  opened  up  dealings 
be  so  powerful  that  he  was  able  to  with  the  new  land  ;  and  shortly  after- 
declare  war  on  China,  to  land  in  wards,  in  1549,  St  Francis  Xavier 
the  Corea  with  160,000  men,  and  went  there  and  laid  the  foundation 
to  beat  the  Chinese  armies  in  every  of  the  Jesuit  missions.  Trade  and 
eDcounter  during  several  years.  His  conversions  prospered  rapidly  and 
son  was  dispossessed  by  lyeyas  simultaneously ;  the  Japanese  show- 
(who'  had  been  the  intimate  friend  ed,  it  is  true,  a  goo<l  deal  of  hesita- 
of  Taiko),  and  he  at  last  founded  tion  and  some  ill-will  on  both  sub- 
a  permanent  succession.  His  de-  jects;  but  the  Portuguese,  both  priests 
scendants  reigned  at  Tedo  until  and  iherchants,  were  men  of  energy ; 
the  suppression  of  the  separate  they  pushed  resolutely  onwards,  bap- 
government  of  the  Shiogun  in  tising,  and  building  churches  on  the 
1868.  It  should  be  observed  that  one  hieind,  selling  goods  and  making 
since  1858  the  Shiogun  has  been  huge  profits  on  &e  other, 
called  Taicoon  by  Europeans.  It  seems  scarcely  credible  that  the 

From  the  time  of  lyeyas  no  more  Japanese  should  have  stood  all  this, 
civil  wars  took  place.  The  interest  especially  as  from  the  very  first 
of  Japanese  history  thcnci^forth  lies  there  was  a  large  and  powerful  party 
in  the  relations  which  commenced  amongst  them  whose  sole  desire  was 
between  Japan  and  £urop&  to  at  once  drive  the  Portuguese  into 

Europe  first  heard  of  the  existence  the  sea.  If  they  did  not  re&lise  that 
of  Japan  from  Marco  Polo,  who  desire,  it  was  because  their  instinc- 
alluded  to  it  in  the  story  of  his  tra-  tive  hatred  and  mistrust  of  foreigners 
vels  by  the  name  of  Zipangu,  and  had  not  yet  had  time  to  become  a 
gave  a  short  description  of  it  from  fixed  principle  of  action,  and  also 
what  he  gathered  from  the  Chinese,  because  the  Portuguese  of  that  epoch 
The  Portuguese  became  aware,  after  were  not  men  to  be  easily  beaten 
their  settlement  in  India,  that  Zi-  ofil  The  missionaries  were  worthy 
pangu  was  a  land  lying  to  the  east  successors  of  the  groat  Apostle  of 
^  of  China,  that  it  was  therefore  called  the  Indies ;  the  mariners  and  the 
Jih-pon,  or  *^  Sun  Source,"  and  that  merchants  .  had  in  them  something 
it  was  rich  in  precious  metals,  silk,  of  the  blood  of  Cortes  and  Pizarro, 
and  other  valuable  productions.  But  and  may  even  have  indulged  the 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  made  any  dream  of  imitating  those  conquerors^ 
attempt  to  get  there ;  and  it  was  not  For  these  reasons  they  got  on  well 
till  1543  that  three  Portuguese  sailors   at    first;   converts    to    Christianity 
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were  counted  by  thousands  ;    pro-  and  must  bo  supplied  bj  some  one ; 
fits,   represented  by  the  exportation  and  finally,   after  long  patience  and 
of  precious  metals,  were  counted  by  much    humiliation,    they      obtained 
millions.    But    Japan    was    farther  permission  to  establish  and  maintain 
off  tiian   Mexico  or   Peru,  and   the  one  factory  on  an  island  in  the  har- 
Japanese  were  a  very  different  race  hour  of   Nagasaki     From  that  mo- 
from  the  subjects  of  Montesuma  and  ment  they  alone  possessed  the  right 
Atahualpa ;  Uie  Portuguese  possessed  of  trading  with  Japan,  and  immense- 
no  force  to  back  up  their  projects ;  ly  lucrative  their  commerce  was  for 
Uie    Japanese  gradually  got  out  of  more    than    a    hundred   year&      It 
temper;  and  after  some  fifty  years  dwindled  down  at  last  to  one  ship 
of  admirable  success,  both  in  trade  a  year,   and  almost  ceased  to  be  of 
and  purchasing,  signs  of  hostility  be-  any  pecuniary  value ;  but  it  was  kept 
gan  to  appear.    Decrees  were  issued  up  as  a  Dutch  monopoly  until  1854. 
against  the  Christian  religion;  edicts        From  1688  the  Japanese  Govem- 
were  made    against   all   foreigners ;  ment  resolutely  refused  to  aUow  any 
both    were   capriciously  withdrawn,  foreign  vessels  to  touch  at  its  ports 
and   then    once  more  set  in  force;  under  any  pretext,  and  prohioitod 
converts  were  put    to   death,    and  the    slightest    intercourse    between 
churches    were    destroyed.      Then  foreigners  and  its  own  subjects.     So 
came    another    period    of    relative  pitilessly  was  this  latter  law  applied, 
calm.     At  last,    in  1624,  out  broke  that  even  Japanese  sailors  wbo  were 
the  final    storm;    Christianity    was  wrecked  on  the    Russian    or    other 
suppressed  by  law,  the  ports  were  neighbouring    shores    were  not  per- 
closed,    strangers  were  ordered  off,  mitted  to  go    home    again    without 
and    an  almost    universal    muVdor-  great  difficulty,  nor  until  after  much 
ing    of   converts    and    priests    took  purification.     The  half-dozen  Dutch- 
place,  with  attendant  cruelties  of  the  men   who    managed    the  factory  at 
most  hideous  kind.     The  Portuguese  Nagasaki    were    kept   locked  up  in 
resisted    as    they  could,   and  hung  their    little    island  of    Decima,    and 
in    their    vessels   about    the    coast,  were  not  allowed  to  hold  any  corn- 
seeking  still  to  trade;  but  in   1688  munication    with  the  mainland,  ex- 
sterncT  measures  were  adopted,  and  cepting    once  in  every    four  years, 
what  remained  of  Christians  or  Por-  when   their  manager    had    to    visit 
tuTuese  were  swept  away  for  good.  Yedo  to  do  homage  to  the  Shiogun. 
While  all  this  was  going  on,  the  The  occasional  attempts  which  were 
English,    the    Spaniards,    and    the  made   by  European  war  or  trading 
Dutch  had  made  attempts  to  get  a  ships  to    open    communications    on 
share  of  the  newly-opened  trade,  but  the  coast  were  pcrsistenUy  repelled, 
the  Portuguese  managed  to  keep  them  by  force  if  necessary  ;  the  closing  of 
almost  out  of  it  as  long  as  they  held  Japan  against  the  outer  world  was 
their  ground.     When,  however,  they  absolute  and  complete    Time  in  no 
were  driven  ofl^  the  Dutch,  wbo  had  way    weakened    the  conviction  that 
been  dealing  in  a  trifling  way  since  the  safety  and  the  honour  of  the  ooun- 
1609,  managed  most  cleverly  to  get  try  depended  on  its  isolation;  eren 
in.     They    contrived    to    make    the  so  recenUy  as  the  year  1848,  a  new 
Japanese  understand  that  they  were  edict    confirming    the    old  {Nrinciple 
Protestants,    that  they    had    conse-  was  promulgated,    and  was  handed 
qucntly  no  kind  of  religious  interest  to  the    Dutch    for    transmission    to 
to  serve,    and    therefore    were    not  the    European  powers,  in  order    to 
dangerous    in    that    respect ;     they  put  an  end  to  the  growing  risits  of 
urged  that    certain    European    pro-  unwelcome  ships.     This  edict  said: 
ducts  had  become  necessary  to  Japan,    ^^  ShipA\Teckcd  persons  of  the  Japan- 
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ese  nation  rau^t  not  be  brought  Japan  was  once  more  opened,  after 
back  to  thoir  country  otherwise  than  216  years  of  absolute  isolation, 
in  Dutch  or  Chinese  vessels ;  for  The  other  powers  imitated  8om6- 
in  case  these  shipwrecked  persons  what  negh'gently  the  example  set  to 
shall  be  brought  back  in  the  ships  them  by  the  Dnited  States.  It 
of  other  nations  they  will  not  be  w&s  not  till  1858  that  Lord  Elgin, 
received.  Considering  the  express  on  a  chance  visit  to  Japan,  thought 
prohibitiOD,  even  to  Japanese  sab--  he  might  as  well  profit  by  the 
jects,  to  explore  or  make  examina-  opportunity  to  make  a  trca^  for 
tion  of  the  coasts  or  islands  of  the  England,  though  he  had  no  instruc- 
empire,  this  prohibition,  for  greater  tions  on  the  subject.  All  the  Ei- 
reasons,  is  extended  to  foreigners."  ropean  countries  (excepting  Greece 
This  decree  supplies  evidence  enough  and  Turkey)  slowly  ana  successively 
that  the  old  theories  and  convictions  followed  on.  The  Shiogun^s  gov- 
were  still  preponderant,  and  were  emment  ceased  all  resistance  (Euro- 
likely,  so  far  as  apparent  probabili-  pean  war-ships  looked  so  strong)'; 
ties  could  be  judged,  to  remain  in  the  three  ports  which  had  been  open- 
force  indefinitely.  The  opium  war  ed  to  the  Americans  became  avail- 
between  England  and  China,  the  able  to  the  world;  three  other 
nature  and  objects  of  which  were  ports  were  added  to  the  list,  and  a 
tiioroughly  known  and  understood  new  spoliation  of  Japan  commenced. 
by  the  Japanese,  was  an  event  not  The  history  of  the  Empire  of  the 
calculated  to  encourage  them  to  re-  Rising  Sun  is  divisible,  as  this 
open  intercourse  with  foreigners.  sketch  shows,  into  four  distinct 
So  things  went  on  until  1858,  periods :  the  first,  which  ends  with 
when,  after  one  or  two  ineffectual  the  landing  of  the  Portuguese  in 
attempts  to  open  up  communication,  1548,  is  purely  local ;  the  second, 
a  sqnadron  of  United  States  war  which  extends  from  1648  to  1688, 
vessels  steamed  one  day  into  the  includes  the  story  of  St  Francis 
harbour  of  Yokohama ;  and  Commo-  Xavier,  the  trade  with  Portugal,  the 
dore  Perry,  who  commanded  it,  in-  persecutions,  and  the  final  expulsion 
formed  the  astounded  governor  that  of  Europeans  ;  the  third,  from  1688 
he  had  come  to  make  a  treaty.  The  to  1854,  is  distinguished  by  the 
local  authorities  instantly  ordered  Dutch  monopoly  and  the  resolute 
him  to  sea,  and  said  they  would  exclusion  of  all  foreigners ;  in  the 
bum  his  ships  if  ho  did  not  go.  fourth,  since  1854,  Japan  has  once 
The  Commodore  replied  '*Try;'*  more  become  accessible  to  everybody, 
but  they  did  not  try.  Yankee  cool-  This  rough  outline  of  the  facts 
ness  was  too  much  for  Japanese  needs,  however,  some  commentary; 
resistance,  when  put  really  to  the  it  in  no*  way  suffices  by  itself  to 
test  So  negotiations  were  set  going :  enable  us  to  understand  the  changes 
a  letter  to  the  Mikado,  which  the  which  have  come  about.  And  it  is 
Commodore  had  brought  from  Pre-  the  more  essential,  irt  this  case,  to 
Fideat  Fillmore,  was  sent  up  to  look  a  little  underneath  the  surface 
Miako,  and  the  Americans  agreed  of  events,  for  the  reason  that  there 
to  come  back  in  a  few  months  for  never  has  been  a  country  in  which 
an  answer.  At  the  beginning  of  the  sentiments  and  emotions  have  exer- 
following  spring  the  Commodore  cisedgreatcr  influence  than  in  Japan,, 
returned  ;  he  wanted  a  treaty,  and  or  where  the  connection  between  the 
would  not  go  away  without  one;  feelings  and  the  history  of  a  nation 
the  Shioguu  got  frightened,  and  has  been  more  complete, 
gave  in.  OnSlst  March  1854  the  ex-  When  the  Portuguese  first  saw 
torted   do:ument   was    signed,    and  the  Japanese,  and  tried  to  form  an 
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eRtimalc    of    their    character,  they  hibiting  thoir  exit  from  the  country, 

found  them  to  be — what  they  pro-  aDd  the  Portuguese  and  all   other 

bably  always  had  been,  and  certainly  foreigners  began  to  bo  regarded  as 

Still  were  until  a  few  years  ago — a  despoilers  of  Japan.     It  is  difficult 

people  of  great  qualities   and  exag-  to  form  any  reliable  opinion    as  to 

gerated  defects.     They  were  honest,  the    quantity    of    gold  which   was 

ingenious,courteous,clean,and  frugal,  thus  removed,  but    there    ih    some 

animated  by  a  strong  loye  of  know-  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Portu- 

ledge,   endowed    with  a  wonderful  guese  alone,    during    thdr    ninety 

capacity    of    imitation,    with    deep  years  of  trade,  must  have  carried 

self-respect,   and  with  a  sentiment  away  at  least  forty  millions  sterling : 

of  personal  honour  far  beyond  what  while  Sir    Stamford    Raffles    went 

any   other  race  has    ever  reached,  so  far  as  to  estimate  the  total  sum 

But  they  were  proud,  absolute,  re-  which,  in  his  day,  Europe  had   ex- 

vengeful,  profoundly  suspicious,  he-  tracted  from  Japan,  at  the  enormous 

sitating  and  mistrustful,  and,  in  the  figure  of  two  hundred  millions,  the 

lower  classes,  openly  and  radically  greater  part  of  which  had  gone  to 

immoral.      Their    organisation    was  Holland.      To  the    hostility    which 

purely  military ;  war  was  the  only  all   this  provoked  was  superadded 

occupation   (with  the  exception    of  the  animosity  which  grow  up,   on 


the    priesthood)    which     was     con-  political  grounds,  against  the 
sidered  worthy  of  a  man :  agriculture  tian  missionaries.     The  two  causes 
was  left  to   serfs,    while  commerce  together  gradually  brought  about  a 
was   regarded  as    degrading.      The  hatred  of  the  intensest  kind  against 
fighting  classes,  which,  in  fact,  con-  Europeans,  and  provoked  the  san- 
stituted  the  only  active  element    of  guinary  explosion  of  1034. 
the  population,  had  the  utmost  con-  So  far  there  was  an  apparent  mo- 
tcmpt    for    trade,    and    the    entire  tive,  an   intelligible  reason,  for  the 
people  were  deficient  in  the  commer-  decision   of  the    Japanese   to  shut 
cial    aptitudes    which     so    particu-  out   foreigners;   but  it  is  at   first 
larly   distinguish    the  neighbouring  sight  less  easy  to  comprehend  that 
Chinese.     The  Portuguese  at  once  such  a  measure,   instead  of  being 
detected  this  latter  insufficiency,  and  purely  temporary,  should  have  be- 
unscrupulously  made  the  most  enor-  come  permanent  and  durable.     That 
mous  profits  out  of  their  defenceless  they  should  have  violently  protected 
prey.    The  Japanese  were  helpless  themselves  against  the  abominable 
in  their  hands ;  they  had  never  dealt  robbery   to  which  they   were  sub- 
with    foreigners,    and    had,    conse-  jected,  was  legitimate  and  proper; 
quently,  no  idea  of  the  price  of  any  that  they  should  have  expelled  the 
object    beyond    their    own    island  priests  whose  teaching  put  in  danger 
shores.      The    Portuguese    brought  the  maintenance   of  their   political 
them,  for  the  first  time,   European  institutions,  was  natural  enough  in 
products ;  and  as  there  was  at  that  their  then   condition   of  mind  and 
period  scarcely  anything  t3   export  habits ;    but  it  is  difficult  to  under- 
in    retiu'n,    {Miymcnt     was    effected  stand,  without  some  additional  ex- 
almost  entirely  in  gold  and    silver  planations,  why  so  intelligent  and 
calculated  far    under    their    Euro-  so     self-confident    a    race    should 
poan  value.     As  the  precious   met-  have    kept    up    absolute    seclusion 
als  thus  obtained  were  immediately  during   more    than     two    hundred 
shipped  away,   gold  and   silver  be-  years    as    tlie    sole    remedy     for 
came  scarce  in  the  districts  round  the  wrongs  which  their  first  con- 
thc  ports;  edicts  were  issued,  pro-  tact  with  Europeans  had  provoked. 
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and  why  no  attciipt  was  ever  made    it     Hatred  of  Europeans  was  handed 
by  them  to  examine  the  real  nature    on  as  an  article  of  faith  from  gcner- 
of  the  question,  so   as  to   discover    ation  to  generation ;  all  classes  felt 
means  of  dealing  with  it  more  prac-    alike  about  it ;  a  reopening  of  com- 
tical  and  less  radical  than  the  her-    munications   was  regarded   as   syn- 
metic  stoppage  of  all  communication    onymous    with   the    destruction    of 
with  abroad.     In  order  .to  appreciate    Japan.     It   was  the   strongest   case 
the  real  causes  of  the  prolongation    of  inveterate,    irradicablc    prejudice 
of  this  wilful  solitude,  of  this  resol-    which  history  records, 
ute  abandonment  of  the  advantages        The  intensity    of    the    conviction 
of    intimate    connection    with    the    would,  however,  have  been  kept  up 
world,  we  must  revert  to  the  influ-    with   difficulty  if  it  had   not   been 
ence    which    was    alluded    to   just    stimulated    by    the    peculiar    social 
now  —  to     feeling.      We     live     in    organisation  to  which  Yoritomo  had 
Europe     in    a     political     condition    given  a  final  form,  by  the   conccn- 
which    excludes    feeling    from    any    tration  of  all  power  and  all  example 
share  in  the  attitude  or  the  decisions    in  a  limited  aristocratic  caste,  com- 
of  governments  ;   but  in  Japan  the    posed  of  a  few  hundred  nobles,  pos- 
state  was   very   different     The  Ja-    sessed  of  definite  feudal  rights,  and 
panose  had  been  utterly  alone  for    backed  up,  each  of  them,  by  a  fol- 
more  than  two  thousand  years ;  the    lowing  recruited   from    the    special 
constant     practice     of    unchan^ns    hereditary  class  of  Samurai,  "two- 
habits,  and  the  total  absence  of  aU    sworded  mcn,^'  bom  to  fight,  and  to 
means    of    comparison    with    other    do   nothing    else.     In    a  society   so 
nations,    had    led    them    to   regard    composed,    where   material  interests 
those  habits  as  the  only  ones  which   had   virtually  no    existence,    where 
were  worthy  of  their  race :  an   ex-    personal  consideration  and  military 
periment  of  ninety  years  oi  foreign   reputation    were    almost    the    sole 
intercourse  had  turned  out — ^though   objects  of  ambition,  the  idea  of  in- 
it  was  on  the  smallest  scale — ^to  be   dividual  honour   attained    an    exag- 
most    damaging '  to    their    material   geration    of     development    beyond 
interests,  and  to  be  full  of  menace   anything    which    modern    imagina- 
for   their   ancient  institutions ;   the  tions    can    conceive.     Duelling   and 
strangers    who    had    forced    them-   suicide,  though   not   legalised,  were 
Reives    upon   them    were,    in    their   organised  institutions,  and   were  ro- 
cyes,  both  contemptible  and  danger-   garded  as   the  sole  possible  repara- 
ous  —  contemptible     because    they   tions  for  the  slightest  unintenfional 
came   to    trade,    dangerous  because   discourtesy,  or  the  .slightest   in  vol- 
they  impoverished- Japan,  and  sought   untary  fault     The  result  of  all  this 
to   implant  in   it  a  religion   which   naturally  was,  that  national   opinion 
was  in  every  respect  opposed  to  the    was    formed  by  the  upper    classos 
theory  on    which   the    maintenance    only,    and    that    that    opinion    was 
of   the  Mikadoes   power    essentially    irresistible    and    carried    everything 
depended.     When  once  the  opinion    before  it     There  was  no  discussion, 
had  sprung   up   that  there  was  no    no  difference  of   views  —  unity     of 
safety  in  intimacy   with    strangers,    sentiment  was  inevitable;   the  child 
it  grew  rapidly  into  a  national  con-    inherited    his    opinions    from     his 
viction;    it   acquired    all    the    force    father;  the    lower   strata  of    popu- 
which  reaction  lends  to  unreasoned    lation    blindly  and   reverently   imi- 
decisions ;    it  become   a  permanent    tated    their    masters.      Under    cou- 
protest  against  any  possible  renewal    ditions  such  as  these,  no  voluntar|r 
f  the  events   which  had   produced    change  was  possible. 
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This    was    the    state    of    things  arrival  of  the  cholera  a  few  months 
when     the    Americans    broke    in  ;  later.      Both  these  events  were  of 
and    it    seems     incredible,     to    us  course  attributed   by   the  populace 
lookers-on,    that  a  brave  and  war-  to  the  anger  of    the  gods    at    the 
)ike    nation,    blindly    confident    in  desecration  of  the  soil ;  both  senred, 
it8  judi^ncnt   and  its  strength,  ac-  in  their  eyes,  as  a    new  argument 
tuated   by   prejudices  such  as  have  against  the  opening  of  the  ports, 
been    just    described,    should   have  It  is,   however,   necessary  to  ob- 
supportud   such  an  outrage  without  serve,  that  even  in  Japan  there  was, 
figliting.     F>cn   the  Japanese  them-  as  elsewhere,    an  opposition.      To- 
selves    do    not    understand    how  it  wards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
oame  about  that  they  should    have  century,  some  of  the  native  mterpre- 
iiUowed     the    Shiogun    to     submit  ters  who  were  employed  for  commu- 
taraely  to  the  dictation  of  a  plucky  nication  with  the  Dutch,  had  yen- 
sailor,  supported  by  three  steamers  tured  to  insinuate  that  Uie  policy  of 
and  four  sloops,  and  how  the  deeply-  solitude  was  perhaps  not  so  wise  as 
rooted    traditions    of    their    nation  was  imagined.      At  first  they    did 
should  have  been  abandoned  at  the  not  dare  to  speak  out  openly,  for 
very   first  contact  with  an  outside  any   distinct  expression  of  opinion 
difficulty.     Not   a    shot    was   fired,  on  such  a  subject  was  impoesible; 
no    material    force  was  used ;    the  and,  furthermore,  they  were  few  in 
Japanese    did   not    then    learn    (as  ntunber  and  without  influence.     But 
they  did  a  few    years  afterwards)  when  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Napo- 
what  marine  artillery  is :  obstinacy  Icon  and  of  the  re-establishment  of 
of  purpose  was  sufficient  to  upset  a  peace  in  Europe  reached  the  Court 
system  which  Japan  believed  to  be  of  Yedo,  the  anti-exclusion  advocates 
as  solid  and  as  durable  as  its  snow-  were  able  to  form  a  little  party,  and 
topped    mountain,    Fusi-yama.      All  to  raise  a  whisper  that  the  time  was 
ihis  was  done  by  the  Shiogun ;  but  favourable  for  the  consideration  of  a 
though    he    gave    way,    the    people  change  of  system,  though  they  well 
did  not    accept  the    change;    they  knew  that  the    old    Miluido    Court 
looked  on  savagely  at  this  sudden  would  not  listen  for  an  instant  to 
coljapse  of  one  of  their  main  prin-  such  a  notion,  and  that  the  Shiogun 
<:iples  of  action.     Enforced   contact  was  almost  equally  opposed  to  it. 
with  the  foreigner  did  not  lead  them  The    '*  port-openers  *'   slowly   grew, 
to  like  him  better;  they  could  not,  however,   in   quantity  and    quality, 
however,    unmake    the    treaties,   so  and  at  last  became  sufficiently  audik- 
they  took  refuse  in  assassination  as  cious  to  call  the  exclusionists  *^  frogs 
a    protest    agamst    their    signature,  in  a  well  ;^'    this  appellation  being 
We  all  of  us  remember  the  murders  bestowed  upon  them  because  their 
of  Europeans  which  took  place  from  yiews    were  so    narrow    that   they 
time  to  time    during    the  first  ten  could  see  nothing  but  the  sky  above 
years    after  18154,    and    which    the  their  heads.     But  the  ** frogs**  had 
(Tovemment  was  powerless  to  pre-  got  the  power,  and  would  not  yield ; 
vent,  because  their  perpetrators  did  and  when  the  Shiogun  at  last  let 
not    regard    them    in  any   wfij  as  himself  be   beaten  by    Commodore 
crimes,    but,    on    the    contrary,  as  Perry«  they  did  their  best  to  atimu- 
meritorious    acts.      The  bitter    dis-  late  the  indignation  of  the  popula- 
gust     which    prevailed    throughout  tion  against  the  treaty,  little  think- 
Japan  was  increased  by  the  unlucky  ing  that  the  rage  they  fanned  was 
occurrence  of  a  bad  earthquake  to-  destined  to  deviate  from  its  course, 
wards  the  end  of  1854,  and  by  the  and  to  end  by  producing  an  internal 
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rerolutioo  of  a  nature  which  nobody  a  rapid  and  very  general  waking 
foresaw.  At  the  moment  when  the  up  of  the  population,  in  all  its 
treatios  were  signed,  the  feudal  sys-  classes,  to  the  fact  that>  after  all, 
UnxL  remained  anparently  in  full  there  was  something  to  learn  from 
force,  both  socially  and  politically,  Europe,  and  that  the  elements  of 
without  the  slightest  outward  change,  her  strength  and  knowledge  merited 
But  a  tendency  to  try  to  limit  we  close  examination  instead  of  ob- 
power  of  the  Shiogun  had  been  grow-  stinate  repulsion.  Feeling,  in  this 
ing  up  for  years  amongst  the  mem-  new  direction,  was  once  more  carry- 
bers  of  the  loyal  Mikado  party,  ing  Japan  away;  in  the  higher 
They  did  not  yet  conceiTe  the  idea  castes,  which  were  strongly  animated 
of  Buppressins  him  altogether,  but  by  loyalty  and  patriotism,  it  was 
they  discuss^  between  themselves  rendered  more  ardent  still  by  the  witih 
the  measures  which  might  be  adopted  which  simultaneously  jumped  into 
in  order  to  restore  some  part  of  the  .  existence,  to  place  Japan  on  a*  level 
reality  of  government  to.  the  Mikado,  with  the  Western  nations.  Senti- 
There  are  no  written  records  of  this  ment  ran  away  again  with  reason ; 
movement ;  it  was  in  great  part  un-  and  though  argument  was  abund- 
seen,  yet  gained  force  from  year  to  antly  employed  to  prove  the  necos- 
year,  and  the  signature  of  the  Perry  sity  of  doing  the  exact  contrary  of 
Treaty  served  as  an  occasion  to  bring  wlutt  everybody  had  up  to  that  mo- 
it  suddenly  into  light  Not  only  ment  done,  argument  was  quite  use- 
had  the  Shiogun  signed  that  treaty,  less ;  its  work  was  in  reality  per- 
but  he  had  done  so  without  anv  ex-  formed  by  emotion  and  by  infused 
plicit  permission  from  the  Mikado,  faith.  The  desire  for  national  union 
and  had  consequently  taken  all  the  and  national  force  grew  so  fast  and 
odium  of  it  on  himsell  The  group  became  so  intense  that  it  must  be 
which  was  in  favour  of  renewing  regarded  as  the  real  cause  and  ex- 
intercourse  with  foreigners  was  still  planation  of  the  suppression  of  the 
too  weak  to  lend  any  real  support  Shiogun  in  1868.  Unity  of  patriotic 
to  him  in  his  difficulty ;  and  though  purpose  could  not  coexist  with  du- 
its  members  talked  very  wisely  about  ality  of  government ;  the  necessity 
the  necessitv  of  studying  W  estern  of  one  strong  central  power  became 
civilisation  for  the  benefit  of  Japan,  distinctly  evident  The  chief  Dai- 
the  time  had  not  vet  come  for  them  mios  joined  the  Mikado,  and 
to  be  listened  to.  As  years  passed  on,  urged  nim  to  suppress  the  Shi- 
the  discontent  a^inst  the  Shiogun  ogun.  There  was  some  fighting, 
grew  more  strong  and  deep,  while,  but  the  Shiogun  was  wise  enough 
by  a  singular  and  most  unexpected  not  to  attempt  a  serious  resistance, 
reaction,  hatred  against  forei^ers  He  accepted  the  terms  which  were 
suddenlv  and  correspondingly  dimin-  proposed  to  him,  and  retired  calmly 
ished.  The  latter  change  was  brought  mto  private  life,  as  if  he  had  not 
about,  in  part,  bv  the  two  bombard-  centuries  of  effective  loyalty  be- 
ments  of  Kagoshima  and  Chioshiu  hind  him.  The  historical  details  of 
by  the  Snglish  and  combined  fleets,  this  event  are  not  worth  repeating 
and  by  the  sentiment  of  European  here,  especially  as  its  real  interest 
force  in  war  and  science  which  those  lies  in  its  significance  as  a  sign  of 
two  events  produced  in  the  Ja-  the  movement  of  opinion  and  of 
panese  mind ;  but  it  would  be  absurd  ccnning  change  in  the  entire  attitude 
to  attribute  so  radical  a  modifica-  of  Japan.  Its  immediate  effect 
tion  of  national  views  to  them  alone,  was  not  only  to  enable  the  Mikado 
The  cha§ge  was  mainly  caused  by  to  again  govern  in  reality,  but  also 
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to  prepare  the  way  for  a  second  and  wealth,  and  separate  armies,  abdi- 
even  more  important  step — the  catcd,  from  pure  patriotic  feeling,  the 
suppression  of  the  feudal  system,  station  whidi  their  families  had  held 
and  of  the  privileges  and  power  of  for  twenty  centuries.  One  or  two  of 
the  Daimios.  them  had  revenues  which  reached  the 
This  radical  and  utterly  unexpected  almost  fabulous  amount  of  £800,000 
rosult  was  brought  about  by  another  a  year,  others  had  only  a  few  hun- 
of  those  sudden  irapulsiye  rushes  pf  dred  pounds  of  income ;  but  large  or 
which  we  have  seen  so  many  ex-  small,  their  incomes  and  their  pro- 
aniples  of  late  years  in  Japan ;  an  perty  were  given  up ;  they  kept  no- 
organisation  which  had  lasted  for  thing  for  themselves.  The  Govem- 
many  hundred  years,  which  involved  nient  returned  to  them  one-tenth  of 
not  only  the  deepest  personal  in-  their  annual  receipts,  and  that  was  all 
tcrests,  but  in  reality  the  whole  in-  that  they  preserved  of  their  previous 
tcrior  government  of  the  country,  •  splendours.  It  was,  however,  neces- 
was  blown  away  in  three  months  fiary  to  establish  an  honorary  position 
by  a  gust  of  feeUng.  Four  of  the  for  these  dispossessed  suzerains  and 
great  Daimios  of  the  west  took  it  in-  their  families;  and  with  that  object  the 
to  their  heads,  in  1869,  that  it  was  class  of  ^' flowery  nobility,*' wbidi  had 
their  duty  to  offer  their  rights,  their  formerly  existed  in  another  shape, 
property,  and  their  serfs  to  the  Mika-  was  re-established ;  the  ex-Daimlos 
do,  in  order  to  strengthen  and  conso-  and  the  privileged  caste  of  "  Gour- 
lidato  his  newlv-acquired  authority,  tiers  of  the  lukado"  were  merged 
The  others  followed  this  example  together  in  it ;  and  all  that  now  re- 
of  self-sacrificing  patriotism ;  the  mains  to  the  descendants  of  the 
Daimios  suppressed  themselves,  for  feudal  lords  is  a  graceful  title,  and, 
duty's  sake,  because  it  seemed  to  be  in  most  cases,  an  utterly  insufficient 
the  right  thing  to  do.  The  Govern-  income.  Neither  Louis  the  Eleventh 
ment  did  not  advise  them,  it  did  nor  Richelieu  could  have  done  the 
not  even  say  one  word ;  they  acted  work  of  decapitation  more  com- 
on  their  own  account  between  them-  pletely. 

selves.     Not  one  of  them  attempted  For  the  moment  the  ex-Daimios 

to  resist  (though  some  of  the  smaller  were  furthermore  permitted  to  retain 

ones  did  not  utoeether  like  it)  ;  one  the    government  of    their  districts, 

and    all     they   abandoned    to    the  as  local  functionaries  acting  in  the 

Mikado  not  only  their  feudal  priv-  name  and  for  account  of  the  Mikado's 

iieges    and    dignities,   but,  what    is  Government;    but  in  August  1871 

far  more  wonderful,  the  whole  of  they  were  again  called  up  to  Tedo, 

their  fortunes  too— «11  for  the  greater  and  were  informed  that  their  services 

glory  of  Japan!    The  oldest  aristo-  were    no  longer  needed,  and    that 

cracy  in  the  world,  sitting  in  a  spe-  they  were  repuced  by  civil  prefects. 

cial    parliament  at  Tedo,  had    the  Liberties  were  successively  granted 

courage  to  decide  to  voluntarily  re-  to  the  lower  classes,  so  as  to  effiicc 

sign  its  ancient  rights  and  its  vast  as  much  as  possible  the  old  dittinc- 

possessions  with    the  single  object  tions  and  pnrileges  of  rank,  and  to 

of  fortifying  the  government  of  its  lift  up  the  people  to   a  sentiment 

country  and  of  aiding  it  to  become  of    its  own  dignity,   which    it  had 

one  and  strong.    This  really  was  a  never  felt     There  still  continue  to 

grand  act ;  history  offers  no  parallel  be  differences  .  between  the    nobles 

to  it,  at  least  on  such  a  scaler    Two  and  the  populace, — in  their  responsi- 

hundred  and  seventy-eight  military  bility  for  crimes,  for   instance,  and 

princes,  possessing  regal  powers,  vast  in  some  other  details;  but4hese  dif- 
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feronces  will  shortly  be  abolished,  assamcd  its  present  form  quite  rc- 
and  all  Japan  will  become  equal  be-  centlj,  has  eivon  practical  results  ; 
fore  the  law.  ^  but  it  is  rather  cumbrous,  and  evi- 
Such  is,  in  the  shortest  words,  the  dcntly  needs  further  modification, 
strange  history  of  this  strange  coun-  A  parliament  was  formed  in  1869, 
try;  and  this  last  is  probably  the  with  deputies  selected  by  the  pro- 
strangest  of  the  phiuses  through  Tincial  goyemments;  it,  however, 
which  it  has  passed.  A  reaction  in  represented  the  former  fiefs  alone, 
public  feeling,  of  which  no  one  could  the  towns  and  Tillages  sending  up 
foresee  the  possibility,  has  suddenly  no  members.  Its  functions  were 
swept  away  prejudices  and  inslitu-  purely  consultative,  and  in  no  way 
tions  which  seemed  to  be  immov-  legislative.  It  was  of  no  use  what- 
ablc,  and  has  ^placed  them  by  an  ever,  and  has  dropped  so  thoroughly 
organization  and  a  tendency  in  abso-  out  of  sight  that  it  has  not  been 
lute  contradiction  to  the  whole  ex-  called  together  since  the  Council 
perience  and  teaching  of  the  past,  of  State  was  organised.  The  idea 
Japan  has  entered  on  the  new  of  trying  an  elective  parliament  is 
road  thus  opened  to  it  with  the  being  actively  discussed,  and  the 
eager  zeal  of  a  neophyte,  and  with  Ministry  is  very  desirous  to  sec 
the  impetuosity  which  is  usually  at-  it  realised ;  but  until  the  popu- 
tendant  on  violent  reactions.  After  lation  has  become  sufficiently  edu- 
this  rough  sketch  of  the  past,  we  cated  to  understand  what  voting 
shall  be  better  able  to  understand  means,  it  would  be  useless  to  appod 
the  present  to  it  to  choose  its  del^ates. 

The  government  is  now  organised  TThe   local    administration  in    the 

on  a  basis  which  is  partly  European  provinces  is   in  the  hands  of  pre- 

and  partly  Japanese.     The  Mitado  lects,  one  of  them  residing  in  each  of 

is,   theoretically,   an  absolute   sove-  the  seventy-five  districts  into  which 

reign,  who  reigns  and  governs;  but  Japan  is  now  cut  up.     The  powers 

the  work  of  government  is  done  for  and  the  attributes  of  these  prefects 

him  by  the  **  Great  Coundl,"  which  are  far  more  extensive  than  those  of 

is    divided    into    three    sections —  any  similar  functionaries  in  Europe ; 

Centre,  Right,  and  Left  The  Centre  for  not  only  do  they  govern,  but 

iri  composed  of  the  Prime  Minister,  they     collect     taxes,    manage     the 

vice  Prime  Minister,   and    five  ad-  police,  and  sit  as  juages  civilly  and 

visors.     The  Left    is  made  up  ex-  criminally.     There    is,    however,    a 

clusivcly  of  the  Council  of  the  State,  limit    to  theh:   judicial    action,   for 

the  functions  of  which  are  analogous  .they    cannot    carry   into    execution 

to    those    of    the    French    Conseil  sentenees  involving    banishment  or 

d'Etat,  so  far  at  least  as  the  prepara-  death   until    they    have    been    con- 

tion  and  discussion  of   laws  is  con-  firmed  by  the  Minister  of  Justice, 

cerned.     The  Right  includes  all  the  In  the  vlUi^ea,  causes  are  pleaded 

Ministers  and  viV^-Ministers  of   the  before  subaltern  civil  officers.    All 

nine  departments  into  which  the  ad-  this,  however,  is  under  process  of 

ministration  has  lately  been  divided,  modification. 

The  Ministers,  either  individually  Four  years  have  sufficed  to  bring 
or  united  in  wnat  we  should  call  a  the  government  of  Japan  from  the 
Cabinet,  decide  all  ordinary  ques-  anarchy  consequent  upon  a  revolu- 
tions ;  but  points  of  real  importance  tion  wnfch  changed  everything,  to 
are  reserved  for  the  Great  Council,  this  forward  state  of  organisation, 
presided  over  by  the  Mikado.  This  A  remarkable  result  it  is,  regarded 
system,  which,  after  several  changes,  as  a  whole ;  but  it  becomes  still  more 
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striking  when  its  fniits  arc  conBid- 
crcil,  for  tlien  wc  get  from  theories 
to  facts,  and  the  progress  made  be- 
comes distinctly  oyident 

Finance    is     naturally    the    first 
question   to   be   looked  at,   for   the 
success  or    failure  of    the    present 
attempt  to  Guropeanise  Japan  main- 
ly   hangs    upon   it     The  Treasury 
arrangements,  however,  are  of  course 
in  a  state  of  transition,  like  all  else, 
and  it  would  be  premature   to  cri- 
tically   examine    them     in     detail ; 
indeed   it  would    bo   impossible  to 
give  any  information  at  all    about 
tliem  if  a  budget  for  the  current 
3'ear — a  carefully-calculated,  serious 
budget — ^had     not    just    been    pre- 
pared, for  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  Japan.     With  this  new  aid 
we  can  try  to  appreciate  the  ways 
and  means  by  which  progress  is  to 
be  paid  for ;  but  still  it  is  not  easy 
to.  ascertain  exactly  what  the  posi- 
tion is,  for  plenty  of  points  remain 
doubtful   or  unexplained.     The  as- 
sessment and  regularisation  of  the 
revenues   handed  over  by  the  Dai- 
mios     has    been    a    very    intricate 
operation,   which    is   not    even  yet 
definitely  completed ;    the  basis  of 
taxation  varies    largely  in    the  dif- 
ferent districts,  and  no  official  docu- 
ments are  available  on  the  subject 
of   the  relative  composition   of  the 
local  imposts ;  the  returns  of  various 
kinds   which    have    been   published 
by  the  Government  during  the  last 
three    years    have    generally   been 
discovered  afterwards  to  be  incom- 
plete or  incorrect,  and  cannot  there- 
fore   be    referred    to.      For    these 
reasons  we  are  still  rather  in  the 
dark ;    but  we  have,  at  all  events, 
got  at  last  a  statement  which  we 
can  trust  so  far  as  it  goes,  which  has 
cost  months  of  patient  labour,  and 
which  has  been  prepared  with  infinite 
precision  and  after  scrupulous  verifi- 
cation.    It  shows  both  receipts  and 
juiyments  for  1872,  and  a  scries  of 


detailed  explanations  arc  appended  to 
it,  which  testify  the  care  and  caution 
of  its  compilers.  As  it  is  a  docu- 
ment unknown  either  in  Europe  or 
in  Japan,  it  is  worth  while  to  give  it 
here  in  a  condensed  form  (the  origi- 
nal is  worked  out  in  dollars,  which 
are  here  converted  into  English 
money  at  an  exchange  of  4s.  8d.) : — 

Receipts. 

Rico,  at  41  dollars  per 
koku,      ....  £11,444,556 

Cubtomis    .         .         '.         .         2M,850 

Internal  revenue  (czcliic  du- 
ties, &c.),  .         .         325,675 

Miitccllancoufl,    .         ..  StS0,950 

Total  of  Receipts,  £I2,2a»,a'SI 

EXFBNDITUKE. 

Imitcriul  hooaeliold,  .     £113,060 

Ministry  of  Foreign  AflWrs,  .  112,200 
Army,  ....     1,700,000. 

Nnvy,  ....        882,500 

Colonisation  of  Yc80,    .  418,838 

JiwUc(^ ltt,150 

Education,  .....  TO,313 

Finance  department  (includ- 
ing    cost     of      collecting 
taxes),      ....       860,902 
Public  works,       .  .    1,783,112 

Municipal      and      pruviuclul 

covcnimcnts,     ,  .    1,880,087 

Mlscelluncous,        .         .         .       452,412 
Cost   of   manufacturing   new 
bank-notes  and  of  cstublinh- 
ingtliemint,      .         .  .      210,375 

PcnsioiiA     to     Daimioe     and 

rcUlner^  ....   4,0.M,112 
Balance  of  indemnity  to  Euro- 
])can  Powers  on  tlic  Simono- 
Fakiaffliir,  318,750 

Interest      on      the      English 
loan,  ....        78,625. 


Total  of  Expenditure,  £11,420,385 

Surplus,  £800,140. 

A  budget  which  balancos  with 
such  a  surplus  is  always  a  pleasant 
spectacle ;  but  in  this  case  it  gains 
in  merit  when  it  is  looked  closely 
into,  for  the  receipts  are  estimated 
most  moderately,  while  the  outlay 
includes  a  varietr  of  special  pay- 
ments which  will  not  occur  again, 
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and  whoso  absence  will  increase  the  ment,  it  is  a  most  tempting  impost, 

surplus  on  following  years.       The  singularly  certain    and    productive, 

rice-tax,    which    forms    nearly    the  and  very  easy  to  get  in,  the  Ministry 

whole  revenue  of  Japan,  is   calcu-  is   seriously   considering    the  means 

lated  at  a  value  which  is  far  under  of   gradually  diminishing    it,  of  re- 

the  average  rate  of  sales  (it  is  es-  placing  it  by  other  duties    less  ob- 

timated    at  4^  dollars    per    koku,  jectionable    and  more    in  harmony 

though  the   price  varies  from  6  to  with    the  spirit  which   now  guides 

^i  dollars,  and  has  been  as  high  as  the  country,  and,  indeed,  of  entirely 

10  dollars) ;  while  the    quantity  to  remodelling    the    whole    system  of 

which    it  will  apply  is  proved    to  taxation. 

be    correct  by  very     elaborate    re-  It  rifust  not,  however,  be  forgotten 
turns,   which    evidently    have  been  that  Japan  is  considerably  in  debt, 
prepared    with    the     greatest    care  though  in  a  way  which  wo  in  Europe 
in  each  locality.     The  estimate  of  do  not  quite  understand,   and   cer- 
receipts  from  customs    and  excise  tainly   do  not  practise.      She  owes 
dues  is  made  with  similar  detail  and  altogether    £27,412,000,    of    which 
precision,  and  is  likely  to  come  out  £15,204,000     are    represented     by 
in   excess  of  the  amounts    shown,  paper    currency,     £10,412,000    are 
The  expenditure  side  of  the  account  deots  incurred  towards  Japanese  sub- 
comprises    £1,250,000  of    advances  jects  by  former  local  governments, 
which    will    come    back    in    a  few  and    the    balance  of  £1,796,000  is 
months,   and  an  almost  equal  sum  due  to  foreign  creditors  (the  Simo- 
for  items  which  arc  special  and  not  nosaki    indemnity    included).     The 
annual    charges.      The    large    sum  paper  currency  was  in  part  issued 
allowed  for  pensions  wiU  diminish  years  ago,    but  five-sevenths    of    it 
every  year  by  the  deaths  of  the  recip-  represent    the    cost  of    the    recent 
ients.      Fur&ermore,    the  £818,000  revolution&     It  has  a  forced  circu- 
shown  for  the  Simonosaki  payment  lation,  but  the  Government  receives 
to  foreign  Powers,  though  included  it  in  payment  of  the  excise  dues 
in  the  list  of  anticipated  outlay,  will  and  proposes  to  gradually  withdraw 
probably  not  be  really  asked  for:  it  as  the  surplus  revenue  increases, 
some  of  the  Powers,   indeed,   have  Meanwhile  the   old  bank-notes    are 
already  ofBcially  renounced  all  claim  being  replaced    by  very   handsome 
to  it     For  these  reasons  this  budget  new    ones   which    have    just    been 
may  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory,  manufactured    at  Frankfort      The 
and  as  giving  promise  of  a  bright  debts  of   the  former  local  govern- 
financial  future  for  Japan.  monts    are  of    three    classes,   each 
But  while    this  praise    is    fully  constituting  about  one-third  of  tho 
merited,  so  far  as  figures  are  con-  whole  amount     One  of  these  cate- 
cemed,  it  is  impossible  not  to  add  gories    is   considered    as    being    in 
that  the  principle  of  taxiog  rice,  the  no  way  binding  on  the  State  ;  the 
staple  food   of  the  nation,  is  radi-  '  second  is  to  be  repaid  at  the  rate  of 
cally  false.      It    weighs    with    ex-  £50,000  a*year ;  and  the  third  is  to 
tremo  unfairness  on  the  agricultural  be  converted   into  bonds  at  twenty- 
population,  for  it  absorbs  one-third  five  years'  date,  bearing  interest  at  4 
of    the    entire    annual    crop ;    and  per  cent     From  this  it  will  be  seen 
though  it  has  existed  for  many  cen-  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  last 
turies,  the  people  have  never  grown  item,  none  of  the  interior  debt  bears 
accustomed  to  it,  and  regard  it  as  a  interest;  and  that,  though  the  Govern- 
heavy  burden.     It  is  fair  to  add  that  ment  fully  recognises  its  liability,  it 
though,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Govern-  is  absolutely  masterof  the  position. 
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and  virtually  dictates  its  own  terms  improvement  is  lc5?8  felt      Private 

to  its  home  creditors.     I'his  is  be-  schools  are  more  abundant  still ;  and 

(rause  the  ppreatcr  part  of  the  deht,  as  anybody    can   establish    them — 

in  all  its  forms,  is  inherited  by  the  subject  to  a  permission    which   is 

present     Administration     from    its  always  granted — they  spring  up  with 

former   adversaries;    and    because,  facility  wherever  they  are  wanted, 

under  such  circumstances,   the  ori-  As  yet  there  are  no  statistics  on  the 

ginal  lenders  of  the  money  are  only  subject ;  neither  facts  nor  figures  can 

too  glad  to  get  paid  anyhow.  be  quoted ;  but  the  opinion  in  Japan 

The  note  currency,    so  far  as  it  is   that,  if  the  movement  continues 

may    remain    in    existence,  will  of  healthily,  every  man  and  woman  of 

course  be  transferred   some   day  to  the    next  generation    will  probably 

the  National  Bank,  wliich  it  is  pro-  know  how  to  read  and  write.     The 

posed  to  found,  so  as  to  relieve  the  movement  is  aided  by  the  fact  that 

State    from   the    false   position    of  even  under  the  old  rt^gime  education 

guaranteeing  paper  money ;  in  that  was  very  general,  although  there  was 

event  the  amount  it  represents  may  scarcely  any    Government  interrcn- 

perhaps,  become,  as  is  the   case  in'  tion  with  respect  to  it     Books,  es- 

many    European   countries,    a   per-  pccially  translations  of  foreign  worlui, 

man  en  t    advance    from    the     Bank  are  increasing  with  a  rapidity  which 

to  the    Government       If    that   be  indicates  the  active  curiosity  which 

done,  the    remainder   of     the    local  has  laid  hold  of  the  middle  and  upper 

indebtedness    will    be   easily    dealt  classes.    Newspapers  and  local  pnnt- 

with   as   proposed,  in   the  form  of  ing-presses  are  multiplyinz,  and  the 

bonds  or  terminable  annuities.    Any-  desire  for  knowledge  has  taken  a  form 

how    the    sum   involved    is   small,  which,    without    exaggeration,    may 

and,    with     a    productive     budget,  be  described  as   feverish,   especially 

Japan    will  get  clear  of  it  in  a  few  in  the  towns.     The  books  which  are 

years.     The   foreign  debt  is   repay-  most  read  are  those  which  recount  the 

able   by  annual  payments  over  ten  history,  the  manners,  and  the  internal 

years    from    1878;    no    doubt  can  condition  of  other  countries ;  treatises 

be  entertained   as  to    their  regular  on  political  economy  and  on  moral 

discharge.     The  thoroughly  solvent  questions  are  also  much  sought  after. 

I)Osition    of    the  State  results  dis-  All  kinds  of  learning  are  absorbed, 

tinctly  from  the  foregoing  figures.  and  even  arithmetic  is  beginning  to 

After  finance  the  most  important  bo  generally  taught,  in  spite  of  the 

question   in   Japanese  eyes  now  is  horror  of  it  which  the  Samurai  have 

education  ;     indeed    there    are    en  long  felt,  as  being  one  of  the  elements 

thusiasts  who  consider  that  the  one  of  trade.       For  European    art  and 

duty  of  the  Government  is  to  teach  science  the  Japanese  care  thus  for 

the  people,  and  that  all  else  is  un-  very  little,  but  medicine  has  always 

worthy    of    attention.     A    Ministry  been  a  cherished  stud^  with  them ; 

of  Instruction  was  definitely  created  while  engineering,  mining,  and  other 

in  1871 ;  and  considering  the  short  industrial  questions  arc  beginning  to 

time  it  has  existed,  and  the  serious  attract  attention.     In  order  to  faciU- 

and   varied    difficulties  with  which  tate  the  acquirement  of  foreign  lan- 

it  has  had  to  deal,  it  has  got  on  very  guages,  the  Government  has  brought 

well.     Public  primary    schools    are  out  several  professors,  and  has  sent, 

increasing  rapidly,  especially  in  the  at  its  own  expense,  a  large  n amber 

towns ;    but   the  movement   is    far  of  students  to  America  and  Europe, 

more   marked   in   the  western    pro-  There  are  now   more  than   5u0  of 

vinccs  and  on  the  coast  than  in  the  thorn,    spread  all  about  the  world, 

interior,    where    the    eagerness  for  undergoing  all  kinds  of  teaching   in 
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all  kinds  of  places.  Thus  far  they  Agriculture  has  always  been  skil- 
have  been  directly  chosen  by  the  fully  practised  in  Japan;  and  ex- 
IGnisters  or  Provincial  Governors;  cepting  in  the  employment  of 
bot  the  demands  for  admission  into  machines,  and  in  the  introduction 
the  envied  class  of  State  students  of  new  plants 'and  of  mineral  and 
haye  grown  so  numerous  of  late,  that  chemical  manures,  there  is  not  room 
henceforth  a  competitive  ezamina-  for  much  marked  improvement, 
tion  will  be  held  in  order  to  make  a  Every  yard  of  fertile  soil  is  utilised ; 
selection  from  the  candidates.  In  and  ably-organised  irrigation  stim- 
addition  to  these  privileged  young  ulates  the  natural  activity  of  yege- 
trayellers,  who  receive  a  free  passage  tation,  particularly  under  the  adnur- 
out  and  heme,  and  an  annual  allow-  able  climate  of  the  southern  and 
anoe  which  has  just  been  fixed  at  western  districts.  Rice  is  of  course 
J^OO,  a  good  many  other  Japanese  the  main  product  of  the  country ; 
have  recently  come  away  at  their  but  tea,  nilk,  and  ailk-worms'  eggs 
own  cost  in  order  to  see  the  world,  (which  may  be  counted  as  agricul- 
Even  ladies  are  now  added  to  the  tural  products),  beans,  peas,  and  a 
list ;  for  an  ex-princess  and  her  com-  variety  of  other  crops,  are  largely 
panion  landed  at  Marseilles  three  grown.  Japan  produces  several 
months  ago,  put  on  chignons,  French  special  plants  of  considerable  value 
gowns  and  bonnets  (all  which  they  and  importance,  particularly  the 
wore  marvellously  well),  and  are  at  paper  mulberry  (from  the  bark  and 
this  moment  hard  at  work  in  £ng-  young  twigs  of  which  Japanese 
land  learning  grammar.  paper  is  mainly  manufactured),  the 

In  1865  an  attempt  was  made  wax- tree,  the  camphor-laurel,  and 
to  begin  public  works,  but  no  real  the  lacquer-gum  tree.  The  manu- 
progress  was  achieved  in  that  direc-  facture  of  fermented  sahi  and  dis- 
tion  until  after  the  fall  of  the  Shio-  tilled  spirit  from  rice,  and  of  the 
gun.  During  the  last  three  years  say  sauce  from  beana,  may  be 
a  great  impulse  has  been  given  to  regarded  as  branches  of  firming 
this  department,  as  is  shown  by  work.  Ornamental  gardening  is 
the  large  amount  allotted  to  it  in  carried  to  great  perfection;  infinite 
this  year's  budget,  where  it  figures  pains  are  bestowed  upon  it ;  and 
jfor  £1,763,000.  The  coast  is  now  though  it  assumes  a  form  and  seeks 
well  supplied  with  lighthouses,  the  to  produce  effects  which  seem  fan- 
entrances  to  the  harbours  are  all  tastic  and  artificial  to  our  eyes,  we 
buoyed,  and  dockyards  are  open  for  must  recognise  that  in  horticulture, 
repairing  vessels,  all  of  which  is  properly  so  called,  the  Japanese  are 
very  needful  in  a  country  surround-  wonderfully  proficient  The  gardens 
ed  by  stormy  seas.  The  works  contain  a  considerable  variety  of 
inland  are  more  important  still:  indigeneous  plants,  amongst  which 
the  river  -  courses  are  being  em-  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
banked ;  new  roads  surveyed  and  the  camellia,  the  Paulownia,  and 
made ;  a  railway  has  been  constructed  the  chrysanthemum  occupy  a  fore- 
between  Yedo  and  Yokohama ;  tele-  most  place.  The  leaf  and  flower  of 
graphs  are  extending ;  and  a  variety  the  latter  were  adopted  long  ago  by 
of  new  undertakings  is  in  prepara-  the  Mikados  as  their  peculiar  em- 
tion.  These  works  are  directed  by  blem ;  and,  more  durable  than  the 
Europeans,  most  of  whom  have  been  lilies  of  France,  still  continue  to  be 
chosen  by  the  Government  with  a  used  as  royal  arms, 
singularly  happy  appreciation  of  In  minerals  the  country  is  very 
their  fitness  lor  the  special  posts  rich.  The  precious  and  useful 
they  fill.  metals  are   found    there    in    large 
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quantitieis  as  well  as  coal,  and  a  few  men  on  the  standing  cstabltshment 

mines    are   already    worked  on  an  not    counting    the    Mikado*g  bodj- 

important   scale.      Rock-crystal     is  guard,    which  is  composed  of  8SJ3 

abundant,  pearls  and  coral  are  fished  carefully  -  selected     soldiers.      The 

along  the  coast,  but  no  diamonds,  navy  shows  nineteen  vessels  of  viri- 

or  indeed  any  other  stones  of  value,  ous  classes. 

have  yet  been  found.  We  all  know  To  complete  this  sketch  of 
how  able  the  Japanese  are  in  metal-  the  present  condition  of  Japan,  it 
working,  especially  in  cutler}',  and  should  be  added  that  the  pqra- 
gold  and  copper;  very  few  of  us,  lation  of  the  Japanese  islands  {d 
however,  have  had  an  opportunity  which  there  are  in  all  8801) 
of  seeing,  except  in  the  Duke  of  amounted,  according  to  last  yctr's 
Edinburgh's  collection,  the  highest  census,  to  32,86 i^l 61,  which  is 
class  of  products  of  this  kind,  which  rather  dense  for  a  sur&ce  whkh 
do  not  leave  Japan :  we  have,  con-  altogether  equals  only  about  three- 
soquently,  but  a  general  idea  of  the  quarters  of  the  superficies  of  Fnuce, 
matchless  finish  and  subtle  delicacy  which  is  full  of  mountain-rangM, 
of  the  handling,  and  of  the  talent  and  of  which  a  good  deal  is  simply 
which  that  handling  reveals.  With  barren,  sea-beaten  rock.  There  ifti 
tlie  skill  which  they  have  so  long  however,  no  overcrowding  in  the 
possessed,  and  with  their  capacity  houses,  for  the  same  census  indicaltf 
of  imitation  (let  it  be  remembered  the  existence  of  nearly  8,000,000 
that  they  built  their  first  steamboat  buildings.  The  population  is  nn- 
and  its  engine  solely  from  a  de-  evenly  distributed,  the  greater  part 
scription  in  a  Dutch  book)  it  may  be  of  it  being  massed  in  the '  laife 
expected  that  they  will  soon  pro-  towns  (Yedo  holds  as  many  inhabit- 
duce  all  the  hardware  with  which  ants  as  Paris),  or  spread  thickly 
we  now  supply  them ;  and,  indeed,  along  the  coast  and  up  the  vallcyc 
that  they  will  ultimately  export  that  Any  attempt  to  describe  the  man- 
class  of  goods  to  China.  ners    and   customs    of    the  people 

In  manufactures  generally,   there  would  be  out  of  place  here:  and, 
has  not,  thus  far,  been  much  dc-  furthermore,   the    present   situalioD 
velopment,  though  several  European  and  the  forward    march  of  J^wn 
articles,  such  as  window-glass,  grape-  are  not  likely  to  be  affected  by  the 
wine,  and  beer,  are  beginning  to  be  fact  that  its  people  get  on  D0^^ 
made  on   a  small    scale.      in     the  back  on  the  oil' side ;  that  they  treat 
staple  products  of  Japan,  in  lacquer,  their    women    and    their    childm 
porcelain,  and  silk  crape,  no  change  with    much    gentleness ;    that  thcj 
can  possibly  be  wished  for:  they  are  speak  a  language  of  almost  Italian 
so  perfect  as  they  are,  that  foreigners  softness ;  and  that  thoy  are  begin- 
have  not  learnt  to  e<]unl   them :  in-  ning  to  eat  mciit,  after  feeding  then- 
deed,  the  secret  of  goo<l  lacquer,  and  selves  from  all  antiquity  on  fish,  rice, 
of  weaving  silk  with  the  same  pat-  poultry,  vegetables,  and  sea-weed,  in 
torn   on  both  sides,  has  never  been  ignorance  that  milk   was    good    to 
discovered  outside  of  Japan.  drink«   or  that  cheese    and    batter 

The  organisation  of  the  army  and  couhl  be  made  from  it     Foreigners 

navy  is  beginning.     The  army  is  on  have    taught    them    that,    with    all 

the    French    model,   wears    French  the  rest 

unifonns,   and   is    instructed   by   a        These  few  details,  though  sketchy 

military    mission,  composed   of  six-  and  incomplete,  give  a  rough  gene- 

teen  of  the   best  ofHcers   and   su)>-  ral  idoa  of  the  position  as  it  now  ii* 

ofticers  which  the  French  War  OUico  materially.      Its   other  aspect.^    arc 

could    select       It    includes    7(>,20U  equal' v  Interesting,  for  they  help  to 


1872]  Japan.  885 

((how  ufl  tho  inner  consequences  of    being  the  sole  perpetrators  of  this 
the    reopening    of    communications,    sharp  practice ;'  plenty  of  other  na- 
ft  has  produced,  as  we  have  seea,    tions    nad    representatives    in    the 
thorough  goyemmental    changes;  it    scramble,  but  we  were  as  much  to 
has    provoked    a  rush  of  curiosity    blame  for  it  as  any  others. '  Then 
towards    Europe,    and  an  immense    we  began  to  sell  European  goods  at 
desire  for  knowledge ;  it  has  largely    twice  their  cost,  and  have  industri- 
developed    trade,   not    only    in    im-    ously  gone   on  doing  it  ever  since, 
ports,  but   in  exports  too.     So  far,    to  the    advantage    of    the    foreign 
the  renewal  of    relations  with  the    traders,  who  have  made  large  for- 
world    has    certainly    been    useful    tunes,  and  to  the  corresponding  dis- 
to    Japan.     But    their    re-establish-    advantage    of    the    Japanese,     who 
ment  has-  been  attended    by   other    knew  no  better,  and  supposed  they 
circumstances    of    a    far  less  satis-    were    getting  their  money's  worth, 
factory    nature,    of   which,    if    we    One    example    will    sufSce  to  show 
have  any  conscience,  we    ought   to    the  system  which  has  been  adopted, 
feel  ashamed.     The  Portuguese  car-    and  which  is  still  in  force.     Three 
ried  with  them   new  diseases,   and    months  ago  a  Japanese  agent  arrived 
robbed  the  Japanese  with  all  their    in  Europe  to  superintend,   for    the 
in^;fat ;  we  of  this  generation  could    first  time,  the  execution  of  a  certain 
not    introduce    smallpox  and   other    contract  for  his  Government     This 
maladies,  for  that    work    was    well    contract  amounted  to  £84,000,  and 
executed  by  our  predecessors,  but  wo    not  one  of  the  houses  who  had  been 
have  personally  treated  the  subjects    consulted  in  Japan  had  consented  to 
of    the    Mikado  with  insolent  supe-    undertake  it  at  a  lower  price.     The 
riorrity,  and  have  done  oiu*  very  best    agent   came  convinced  that  all  was 
to  renew  the   money    spoliation   to    fair  and  right,  and  with  no  idea  that 
which   his   defenceless  people  were    he  could  possibly  improve  his  bar- 
subjected  three  hundred  year  ago.    gain ;  but,  for  form's  sake,  he  made  a 
The  first  thing  we  clever  foreigners    few  inquiries  :   he  had  the  luck  to 
did,  as  soon  as  the  ports  were  opened,    stumble  to  people  who  could  guide 
was  to  profit  by  the  vast  difference    him ;  and  the  result  was,  that  within 
of  the  price  of  gold  which  then  ex-    a  fortnight  he  quashed  the  contract 
isted  between  Japan  and  Europe,  to    he  had  brought  with  him   (fortun- 
buy  up  for  one-third  of  their  real    ately  he  had  reserved  the  right  to 
value  all  the  Ji^obangs  (gold  coins)    do  so),  and  made  another  one  direct 
we  could  get  hold  ol ;  and  thoueh    with  a  manufacturer,   who  supplied 
there  is  no  ofScial  eyidence  of  the    the  self- same  goods,  of  the  highest 
amount  which  we  so  took  away,  good    quality,  for  £54,000.     It  is  hardly 
judges  are  convinced  that  it  amount-    necessary   to  say  that  the  difference 
ed  at  least  to  ten  millions  sterling,    of   £30,000  was    to   have  been  all 
We  paid    for  this  in   silver,   which    profit  to  the  original  contractor,  and 
was  worth  at  that  time  in  Japan  one-    all  loss  for  the    Japanese    Qovem- 
fifth  of  the  same  weight  of  gold,  in-    ment     The  effect  produced  by  this 
stead  of  one-fifteenth,  which   is  the    revelation    was    rather  violent,  cs 
rate  in  Europe.     And  when,  to  pre-    pecially  as  the  prices  thus  far   paid 
vent  this  wholesale  robbery,  the  Go-    for  a  variety  of  other  articles  were 
▼emment  put  up  the  exchange  of  ko-    verified  at  the  same   time,  and  were 
bangs  into  dollars  to  a  figure  which    proved    to  cover  the  same  propor- 
corresponded    to  their  real    proper-    tionate  profit  for  the  dealers.     It  is 
tion,  we  screamed  with  indignation,    probable  that  the  Japanese  Govcrn- 
and    said    we  were  abominably  ill-    ment  will  henceforth  take  measures 
used.     The  English  were  far  from     to  protect  its  interests  a  little  better ; 
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and  not  only  its  own  interests,  but  diallj  into  their  community.  For 
those  of  its  subjects,  who  are  now  her  the  question  of  these  new  treaties 
innocently  wasting  millions  cyery  is  yery  grave ;  the  speed  of  continua- 
ycar  in  purcliascs  of  foreign  mer-  tion  of  her  progress  will  be  to  some 
chandisc  at  fifty  per  cent  above  its  ej[tent  affected  by  the  conditions 
fair  market  vahie.  This  adventure  which  may  be  stipulated  when  the 
will  open  the  eyes  of  the  Japanese,  new  documents  are  signed.  The 
and  while  it  will  not  augment  their  honour  of  Japan  in  her  own  eyes, 
love  for  strangers  in  their  commercial  the  prestige  of  her  Govemmeot 
aspect,  it  will  be  certainly  a  useful  towards  its  subjects,  are  somewhat 
lesson  to  both  sides.  The  weak  will  dependent  on  an  early  modification 
or^niso  defence,  the  strong  will  re-  of  the  stipulations  which  at  present 
c  >  :niso  that  the  extortion-times  are  deprive  her  of  all- jurisdiction  in  her 
drawing  to  an  end  at  last,  and  that  own  dominions 'in  cases  whore  for- 
profits  must  be  earned  at  Yokohama  eigners  are  concerned.  She  frankly 
on  the  same  fair  conditions  as  else-  recognises,  honestly  and  straig^t- 
where.  forwardl^,  that  until  she  has  framed 

Even  foreign  Governments  are  lia-  and  put  m  force  a  system  of  juris- 

ble  to  the  charge  of  ill-using  Japan,  prudence    in    harmony  with  Euro- 

America  set  the  example  in  1 853,  by  pean  views  and  practice,  she  cannot 

coolly  forcing  its  way  into  the  Bay  expect  us  to  abandon  our  citizens  to 

of    Yedo;    and    since    then    other  the  uncertainties  of  her  law  couitfi, 

States    have    shown  a  distinct  ten-  and    that   we    must,    consequeotiy, 

dency  to  dictate  their  will  because  temporarily    maintain    our    present 

they  had  big  ships  and  heavy  guns,  right  of   judging  our  own  people ; 

The    example    of    Denmark  in  the  but  she  is  surely  justified  in  requir- 

hands  of  Prussia  presents  some  an-  ing  that  when  she  shall  have  com- 

alogics  to  the  situation  of  Japan  to-  pleted  her  new  code,  based  on  the 

wards  the  nations  who  condescend  Code  Napoleon — on    which  a   oom- 

to  trade  with  her  on  their  own  terms,  mission,  assisted  by  an  able  barrister 

without  much  care  for  what  she  likes  from  Paris,   is  now  at  work  at  Yedo 

or  wants.     It  is   time  to  adopt  an-  — ^we  shall   recognise  her    right    to 

other  system  ;  to  recognise  that  Japan  claim    the    sole    administration   of 

merits  the  same  treatment,  the  same  justice  within  her  realm.     The  ang- 

consideration,  as    are    extended  to  mentation  of   tho  customs  dues  is 

what  we  call  organised  and  civilised  another  important  point ;   they  are 

Governments;  and  to  show  that  ig-  at  present  extremely' low,  and  bring 

norance,  weakness,  and  inexperience  in  a  totally  insufficient    sum ;    but 

are  regarded  by  us  as  motives  for  the  real  interest  of  tho  matter  f<»' 

protection  and  friendly  aid,  and  not  Japan    lies    in    the    fact    that    an 

as    reasons    for  asserting  our  own  increase    of      the     import     daties 

force,   and  for    imposing    our    own  would  enable  her  to  proportionatelT 

views,  with  the  one  object  of  foster-  decrease  the   ricetax,  and  to  diirt 

ing  our  commerce.  the  burden    in    some  d^reo  on  to 

The  first  treaties,  made  twelve  or  other     shoulders.      The     awkward 

fourteen  years  ago,  have  now  nearly  questions    of     admitting    Christian 

run   out;  their  renewal,   for  which  missionaries,  of  authorising  foreign- 

the  new  Embassy  will  endeavour  to  ers  to  travel  freely  in  tho  interior 

prepare    the   way,    will    afford .  the  of  the  country,    to  intermarry  with 

Powers  an   opportunity  of  showing  Japanese,  and  to  hold  landed  pro- 

their    sympathy    with    Japan,   and  perty,  are  all  of  the  gravest  interest. 

their  disposition  to  admit  her  cor-  The  future  of  Japan  will  certainly  be 
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influenced^  morally  and  politically,    tion — a  Chamberlain  and  a  Master 
by  the  solution  which  may  be  given    of  the  Ceremonies  of    the   Mikado 
to  them.     They  are  not,   however,    being  delegated  to  examine  and  re- 
quite   ripe    for    settlement,   and    it    port    upon    that    element  of    royal 
would    probably  be  wise    to    post-    habits.       Their    main    attention    is 
pone   them   altogether  for  the  pre-    directed — as  might  be  expected,  with 
sent       An    arrangement    between    the  views  they  have — to  education, 
the    Treaty    Powers,    in     order    to    to    the    bases   of    taxation,    to    the 
establish   uniformity   of  conditions,    organisation    of    municipalities    and 
would    evidently    be    advantageous,    parishes,    to  the    relations  between 
for  it  would  simplify  negotiations.    Church  and  State,  to  the  influence 
and    would    enable    the    Japanese    of  religion  as  an  element  of  the  art 
delegates  to  avoid  a  wearisome  repe-    of  governing,  to  political  economy, 
tition    of    the    same    arguments   to    to  the  nature  and  the  causes  of  our 
'each  one  of  the  parties ;   but  it  is    laws,  and  to  a  variety  of  other  ques- 
perhaps   scarcely'  likely  that  Euro-    tions  of  a  similarly  grave  and  com- 
pean    Governments    will    take    the    plex  nature.     If  any  of  them  should 
trouble  of  consulting  each  other  on    write  a  book  about  us,  it  will   be 
the  subject ;  it  is  more  probable  that    worth  reading     Their  object  is  not, 
they  ¥nll  separately  try  to  make  a    however,  to  aid  us  by  their  observa- 
good  bargain  for  themselves.     But,    tions  or  advice,  but  to  aid  themselves 
this     time,     Japan     knows     what    by  extracting    from    us    all   which 
Europe  is,  and  it  cannot  be  expected    seems  to  be  susceptible  of  practical 
that  if    unjust  demands  are  made    and  useful  application  in  their  own 
upon  her  she  will  yield  to  them  as    country.     Wnen   we  go  on  a  long 
she    did    before.      She    has    learnt    journey,  we  do  so  usually  with  the 
what  the  power  of  the  press  is  ;  she    conviction  that  we  have  nothing  to 
is  well  aware  that    her  duties  and    learn  abroad :  the  Japanese  are  more 
her    rights   will,    if    necessary,    be    modest  and  more  wise ;  their  atti- 
publicly    discussed ;    and    she    will    tude  amongst  us  proves  it     It  is  to 
confidently  look   to  public  opinion    be  hoped  that  we  shall  behave  to 
for  protection,  if  she   should  need    them  in  a  manner  which  will  justify 
it  them  in  carrying  away  a  good  opinion 

The  members  of  the  Embassy  will    of  us. 
not,  however,  confine  their  labours        On  their  return   home  they  will 
to    diplomatic   dealings;    the    great    set    to    work    to    put   in    practice 
object  of  their  presence  in  the  West    the   lessons  which  they  may  learn 
is  to  thoroughly  examine  the  prin-    here,     by     adopting,     on     a     still 
ciples  and  details   of    our  Govern-    larger  scale  than  hitherto,  measures 
ments,  our  religions,  our  conunerce,    calculated   to    develop  their  people 
and  our  society.     They  will  study,    morally,     intellectually,     and    com- 
as they  have  already  largely   done    mercially.     We    shall  watch    them 
in  the   United    States,    the    institu-    with  keen  interest,  for  they  are  try- 
tions    of    European    countries ;    for    ing  a  grave  experiment,  of  which  the 
this   purpose    their  mission,    which    world  offers  no  other  example.     The 
includes    about    fifty    persons     of    introduction  of  European  education, 
different  ranks  and  occupations,   is    laws,  and  usages  amongst  a  popula 
ahready  dividing  itself  into  sections,    tion  which    has  just    seen    all    its 
each  one  of  which  pursues  a  special    models    destroyed,    which    is    fast 
subject     Nothing  escapes  their  cu-    losing   the  respect  of    class   which 
rious  eye ;    even  the  ceremonial    of    has  held  in  it  for  2500  years,  which 
our  Courts  is  under  their  investiga-    has  no  longer  the  example  of  ex- 
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ajrgerated  honour  from  above  (siii-  is  being  replaced  by  the  confidence 

ci(le  has  gone  out  of  fashion  lately),  which     exists      in      our     societies, 

which  sees  its  upper  strata  losing  amongst    people  who  respect    each 

their  position,   and    changing   their  other ;     the    thirst    for    knowledge 

convictions  and  occupations,   which  is    not    dimhiishing    the    capacity 

has  no  religious  faith  to  guide  it  of  appreciating  truth ;   the  nation's 

towards  abstract  duty, — may  lead  to  deep-set    pride  is    taking    another 

revolutions  still  more  thorough  than  form,   but    is    in   no    way  growing 

those    which     have    already    taken  weaker ;  the  lower  classes,  in  which 

place.     The  statesmen  who  are  now  the  eventual  danger  lies,  are  gentle, 

governing  Japan  are  fully  awake  to  and  accustomed  to  obedience.     The 

this  not  unlikely  danger ;   and   the  question    is  whether   these  disposi- 

desire  of   the  best  of    them   is  to  tions  will  suffice  to  keep  the  people 

moderate  the  present  movement,  to  quiet  when  they   have  once  learnt 

restrict  it  within  safe  limits,  to  con-  from  Europe  what  the  power  of  the 

trol,    if    possible,    the    enthusiasm  people  really  is.    Levelling  tendencies 

which  threatens  to  go  too  fast,  and  to  may  do  their  work ;  and  with  all  the 

let  in  new  ideas  and  new  means  of  prudence  of  the  Government,  and  all 

action  only  as   the  population  may  the   present  good  intentions  of   the 

become  fit  to  utilise   them  wisely,  inferior  population,  the  latter  may 

The    task     is    difficult ;     reactions  perhaps,  some  day,  imitate  the  ex- 

rarely  listen  to  the  voice  of  prud-  ample  which    their   superiors    haye 

ence.     Converts  are  generally  dispos-  already  set  them ;    may  let  them- 

ed  to  rush  along  without  calculating  selves,  in  their  turn,   bo  run  away 

consequences,  and  without  heeding  with  by  feelings,  and  by  the  thirat 

counsel ;  and  this  is  dou])ly  true  of  for  novelty,  and  may  try  SocialiBm 

such  a  race  as  the  Japanese,  who  and  an  Eastern  International.     None 

are  as  emotional,  \\s  impulsive,  and  of  this,  however,  is  to  be  feared  at 

as  wayward    as  the    French.     Still  present ;  years  must  pass  before  any 

there  are  good  grounds  for  hoping  real  damage  can  be  done ;  and  poa- 

that  all  will  go  on  well.     The   im-  sibly  Ja]>an  may  find  out  the  secret 

provcment  which  has  been  attained  which  France  has  vainly  sought  for 

during  the  last  few  years,  extends  during  eighty  years — how^  to  change 

in  many  cases  to  character  as  well  the  whole  tendencies  and  objects  of 

as  to  the  outward  signs  of  progress,  a    nation     without    simultaneously 

Old  defects  are  disappearing;  mis-  destroying  the  convictions  and   the 

trustfulness — that  peculiarly  Japan-  principles    which  make  it  one   and 

cse  disposition — is  fading  fast,  and  strong. 
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THE   PARISIANS. 

INTRODUCTORY    CHAPTER. 

Thky  who  chance  to  have  read  the  *  Coming  Race '  may  perhaps 
remember  that  I,  the  adventurous  discoverer  of  the  land  without  a 
«un,  concluded  the  sketch  of  my  adventures  by  a  brief  reference  to 
the  malady  which,  though  giving  no  perceptible  notice  of  its  encroach- 
UieDts,  might,  in  the  opinion  of  my  medical  attendant,  prove  suddenly 
fatal. 

I  had  brought  my  little  book  to  this  somewhat  melancholy  close  a  few 
years  before  the  date  of  its  publication,  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  I  was 
induced  to  transfer  my  residence  to  Paris,  in  order  to  place  myself  under 
the  care  of  an  English  physician,  renowned  for  his  successful  treatment  of 
complaints  analogous  to  my  own. 

I  was  the  more  readily  persuaded  to  undertake  this  journey,  partly  be- 
cause I  enjoyed  a  familiar  aquaintance  with    the  eminent  physician 
referred  to,  who  had  commenced  his  career  and  founded  his  reputation  in 
he  United  Slates,  partly  because  I  had  become  a  solitary  man,  the  ties 
vf  home  broken,  and  dear  friends  of  mine  were  domiciled  in  Paris,  with 
irhom  1  should  be  sure  of  tender  sympathy  and  cheerful  companionship, 
had  reason  to  be  thankful  for  this  change  of  residence  :  the  skill  of  Dr. 

soon  restored  me  to  health.     Brought  much  into  contact  with 

rious  circles  of  Parisian  society,  I  became  acquainted  with  the  persons, 

d  a  witness  of  the  events,  that  form  the  substance  of  the  tale  I  am  about 

submit  to  the  public,  which  has  treated  my  former  book  with  so  generous 

indulgence.     Sensitively  tenacious  of  that  character  for  strict  and 
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nnalloycd  veracity  \ybicli,  I  flatter  myself,  my  account  of  the  abodes  and 
maimers  of  the  Vril-ya  hfw  established,  I  could  have  wished  to  presen'e 
the  following  narrative  no  less  jealously  guarded  than  its  predecessor  from 
the  vagaries  of  fancy.  But  truth  undisguised,  never  welcome  in  any 
civilised  community  above  ground,  is  exposed  at  this  time  to  especial 
dangers  in  Paris  ;  and  my  life  would  not  be  worth  an  hour's  purchase  if 
I  exhibited  her  in  pur  is  naturalibus  to  the  eyes  of  a  people  wholly 
unfamiliarised  to  a  spectacle  so  indecorous.  That  care  for  one's  personal 
safety,  which  is  the  first  duty  of  thoughtful  man,  compels  me  therefore  to 
reconcile  the  appearance  of  la  verite  to  the  bicnsiances  of  the  polished 
society  in  which  la  Liberty  admits  no  opinion  not  dressed  after  the  last 
fashion. 

Attired  as  fiction,  Truth  may  be  peacefully  received  ;  and,  despite  the 
necessity  thus  imposed  by  prudence,  I  indulge  the  modest  hope  that  I 
do  not  in  these  pages  unfaithfully  represent  certain  prominent  types  of 
the  brilliant  population  which  has  invented  so  many  varieties  of  Koom- 
Posh  ;  *  and  even  when  it  appears  hopelessly  lost  in  the  slough  of  a  Glek- 
Nas,  re-emerges  fresh  and  lively  as  if  from  an  invigorating  plimge  into 
the  Fountain  of  Youth.  0  Paris^  foyer  des  idees^  et  <xil  du  monde  ! — 
animated  contrast  to  the  serene  tranquillity  of  the  Vril-ya,  which,  never- 
theless, thy  noisiest  philosophers  ever  pretend  to  make  the  goal  of  their 
desires — of  all  communities  on  which  shines  the  sun  and  descend  the  rains 
of  heaven,  fertilising  alike  wisdom  and  folly,  virtue  and  vice,  in  every  city 
men  have  yet  built  on  this  earth,  may  est  thou,  O  Paris,  be  the  last  to 
brave  the  wands  of  the  Coming  Race  and  be  reduced  into  cinders  for  the 
sake  of  the  common  good  !  TiSH. 

Paris,  August  28,  1872. 


*  Koom-PoBh,  Glek-Nas.  For  the  derivation  of  tbesc  terms  and  tlicir  mctaphofieal 
^i;^iflcation,  I  must  refer  tlic  reader  to  the  *  Coming  Race,*  chapter  xli.,  on  the  ten- 
giiagc  of  the  Vril-ya.  To  those  who  have  not  read  or  liave  forgotten  that  Uetorlctl 
composition,  it  may  be  convenient  to  state  briefly  that  Koom-Posh  with  tlte  YrU-ji 
is  tlic  name  for  the  government  of  the  many,  or  the  ascendancy  of  the  most  ignorant 
or  hollow,  and  may  be  loosely  rendered  Hollow-Bosh.  When  Koom-Posh  degenentes 
from  iK>pular  ignorance  into  the  popular  ferocity  which  precedes  Its  decease,  theMme 
for  that  state  of  things  is  Glek-Nas— viz.,  the  universal  strife-rot 
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THE  PARISIANS. 

BOOK    FIRST. CHAPTER    I. 

It  was  a  bright  day  in  the  early  man   himself   was    endowed  with  a 

spring  of  1869.  considerable    share  of    that  nobility 

All  Paris  seemed  to  have  turned  which  Nature  capriciously  distributes 

out  to  enjoy  itself.     The   Tuileries,  among  her  favourites,  with  little  re- 

the   Champs    Elysees,  the  Bois   de  spect  for  their  pedigree  and  blazon 

Boulogne,  swarmed  with  idlers.     A  — the    nobility  of    form    and    face, 

stranger  might  have  wondered  where  He  was  tall  and  well    shaped,  with 

Toil  was  at  work,  and  in  what  nook  graceful  length  of  limb  and  fall  of 

Poverty  lurked  concealed.      A  mil-  shoulders ;  his  face  was  handsome, 

lionaire  from  the  London  Exchange,  of  the  purest  type  of  French  mascu- 

as  he  looked  round  on  the  magasiris,  line    beauty — the   nose   inclined   to 

the  equipages,  the  dresses  of  the  wo-  be    aquiline,     and     delicately    thin, 

men ;  as  he  inquired  the  prices  in  the  with    finely-cut    open    nostrils  ;  the 

shops  and  the  rent  of  apartments, —  complexion  clear,  the  eyes  large,  of 

might  have  asked  himself,  in  envious  a  light  hazel,  with  dark  lashes,  the 

wonder.  How  on  earth  do  those  gay  hair  of   a  chestnut  brown,  with  no 

Parisians  live  ?    What  is  their  for-  tint  of  auburn,  the  beard  and  mous-^ 

tune  ?     Where  does  it  come  from  ?  tache  a  shade  darker,  clipped  short, 

As  the  day  declined,  many  of  the  not  disguising   the    outline  of    lips, 

scattered  loungers  crowded  into  the  which  were    now  compressed,  as  if 

Boulevards ;  the    cu/es  and  restaur-  smiles  had  of   late  been   unfamiliar 

antt  began  to  light  up.  to  them  ;  yet  such  compression  did 

About   this    time   a  young    man,  not    seem     in    harmony    with    the 

who  might  be  some  five  or  six  and  physiognomical    character    of    their 

twenty,    was     walking     along    the  formation,  which  was  that  assigned 

Boulevard  des  Italiens,  heeding  lit-  by  Lavater  to    temperaments  easily 

tie    the   throng  through   which   he  moved  to  gaiety  and  pleasure, 
glided  his  solitary  way  :    there  was        Another  man,  about  his  own  age, 

that  in  his  aspect  and  {)caring  which  coming    quickly  out  of   one  of   the 

caught     attention.        He    looked    a  streets    of    the    Chaussee    d'Antin, 

somebody ;   but    though    unmistak-  brushed  close  by  the  stately  pedes- 

ably  a    Frenchman,  not   a  Parisian,  trian  above  described,  caught  sight 

His  dress  was  not  in  the  prevailing  of   his  countenance,  stopped    short, 

mode, — to  a  practised  eye  it  betrayed  and     exclaimed,     "  Alain  ! "       The 

the  taste  and  the  cut  of  a  provincial  person  thus  abruptly  accosted  turned 

tailor.     His  gait  was  not  that  of  the  his  eye  tranquilly  on  the  eager  face,  of 

Parisian — less  lounging,  more  state-  which  all  the  lower  part  was  enveloped 

ly ;  and,  unlike  the  Parisian,  he  seem-  in  black  beard;  and  slightly  lifting 

id  indifferent  to  the  gaze  of  others.  his  hat,  with  a  gesture  of  the  head 

Nevertheless  there  was  about  him  that  implied,  "  Sir,  you  arc  mis- 
that  air  of  dignity  or  distinction  taken ;  I  have  not  the  honour  to 
which  those  who  are  reared  from  know  you,"  continued  his  slow  in- 
their  cradle  in  the  pride  of  birth  ac-  different  way.  The  would  be  ac- 
quire so  unconsciously  that  it  seems  quaintance  was  not  so  easily  re- 
nercditary  and  inborn.  It  must  buffed.  "  Peste^^^  said  he,  between 
also   be   confessed  that  the  young  his   teeth,  "  I   am    certainly   right. 
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le   is  not  much  altered — of  course  historical  name,  worth  a  large  sum 

(  am;   ten    years   of   Paris   would  in   the  market.      Few   such    namcA 

improve  an  orang-outang."      Quick-  left.     Superb  place  your  old  chateau, 

cning   his    step,   and   regaining   the  is  it  not  V" 

side    of    the    man    he    had    called        "A  superb  place,  No — a    vencr- 

*'  Alain,"    he  said,  with  a  well-bred  able  ruin,  Yes !" 

mixture  of  boldness  and  courtesy  in        "  Ah,  a  ruin !  so  much  the  better. 

his  tone  and  countenance —  All  the  bankers  are  mad  after  ruins 

"Ten  thousand  pardons  if  I  am  — so    charming    an    amusement    to 

wrong.     But  surely  I   accost  Alain  restore    them.       You    will    restore 

de  Kcrouec,  son  of  the  Marquis  dc  yours,  without  doubt.     I  will  intro- 

Rochebriant."  duce  you  to  such  an  architect !   has 

"  True,  sir ;  but "  the  moycn  age  at  his  fingers*  ends. 

"  But  you  do  not  remember  me,  Dear — but  a  genius." 
your    old    college   friend,    Frederic        The  young  Marquis    smiled — for 

Lemercier  ?"  since  he  had  found  a  college  friend, 

"  Is  it  possible?"  cried  Alain,  cor-  his  face  showed  that  it  could  smile  ; 

dially,  and  with  an  animation  which  smiled,  but  not  cheerfully,  and  an- 

changed  the  whole  character  of  his  swcred — 

countenance.      '*  My  dear  Frederic,        "  I   have  no  intention   to  restore 

my  dear  friend,  this  is  indeed  good  Rochebriant.     The  walls  are  solid ; 

fortune !    So  you,  too,  are  at  Paris  V"  they  have  weathered  the  storms  of 

"  Of   course  ;    and    you  ?      Just  six  centuries ;  they  will  last  my  time, 

come,  I  perceive,"  he  added,  some-  and  with  me  the  race  perishes." 
what  satirically,  as,  linking  his  arm        '*  Bah  !    the  race  perish,   indeed  I 

in  his  new-found  friend's,  he  glanced  you  will  marry.     Parlez-moi  de  f/t 

at  the  cut  of  that  friend's  coat  collar.  — you  could   not  come  to  a  better 

*'  I  have  been  here  a  fortnight,"  man.     I  have  a  list  of  all  the  heir- 
replied  Alain.  esses    at    Paris,    bound    in   Vussia 

"  Hem !  I  suppose  you  lodge  in  the  leather.      You  may  take  your  choice 

old  Hotel  de  Rocliebriant.  I  passed  it  out  of   twenty.     Ah,  if   I  were  but 

yesterday,  admiring  its  vast  facade,  a   Rochebriant !      It  is  an  infernal 

little  thinking  you  were  its  inmate."  thing    to  come    into    the   world    a 

"  Neither  am  I ;    the  hotel   does  Lemercier.       I  am   a  democrat,   of 

not  belong  to  me — it  was  sold  some  course.     A  Lemcrciei;  would  be  in  a 

years  ago  by  my  father. "  false  position  if  he  were  not     But  if 

"  Indeed !  I  hope  your  father  got  any  one  would  leave  mo  twenty  acres 

a  good  price  for   it ;     those  grand  of  land,  with  some  antique  right  to 

hotels     have     trebled    their    value  the  Dc  and  a  title,  faith,  would  not 

within  the    last  five  years.       And  I  be  an  aristocrat,  and  stand  up  for 

how  is  your  father  ?    Still  the  same  my  order  ?    But  now  we  have  met, 

polished  grand  seigneur f     I  never  pray  let  us  dine  together.     Ah!  no 

saw  him  but  once,  you  know  ;   and  doubt  you  are  engaged  every  day  for 

I  shall  never  forget  his  smile,  style  a  month.     A  Rochebriant  just  new 

grand  monarqiie^   when    he    patted  to  Paris   mlist  be  fete  by  all  the 

mo  on  the  head  and  tipped  me  ten  Faubourg.'' 
napoleons."  "No,"  answered  Alain,  simply — 

"My   father    is    no  more,"   said  "I  am  not  engaged;    my  range  of 

Alain,  gravely  ;    "  he  has  been  dead  acquaintance  is  more  circumscribed 

nearly  three  years."  than  you  suppose." 

"  Ciel !  forgive  me,  I  am  greatly        "  So  much  the  better  for  me.     I 

shocked.      Hem !    so  you  are  now  am  luckily  disengaged  to-day,  which 

.the  Marquis  dc  Rochebriant,  a  great  is  not  often  the  case,  for  I  am  in 
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some  request  in  my  own  set^  though  certain    grave    melancholy     in     its 

it  is    not  that    of    the  Faubourg,  expression,     "My     dear     Frederic, 

Where    shall    we    dine  ?  —  at    the  pardon    me    if    I  seem    to    receive 

Trois  Fr^res  ?"  your   friendly    offers    ungraciously. 

"Wherever  you  please.     I  know  But    believe    that    I    have    reasons 

no  r«s/^?/r«7i^  at  Paris  except  a  very  you    will    approve    for    leading    .at 

ignoble  one,  close  by  my  lodging."  Paris    a    life  which    you    certainly 

"  A  propoSy  where  do  you  lodge  ?"  will  not  envy  ;'*  then,  evidently  de- 

"  Rue    de     I'Universito,    Numcro  sirous  to  change  the  subject,  he  said 

*  *  *."  in  a  livelier  tone,  *'  But  what  a  mar- 

"  A  fine  street,  but  triste.     If  you  vellous   city  this    Paris  of  ours  is!. 

have    no  longer    your  family  hotel,  Remember  I  had  never  seen  it  before  : 

you  have  no  excuse  to  linger  in  that  it  burst  on  me  like  a  city  in  the  Ara- 

muscum  of  mummies,  the  Faubourg  bian  Nights  two   weeks  ago.      And 

St  Germain;  you  must  go  into  one  that  which  strikes  me  most — I  say 

of  the  new  quarters  by  the  Champs  it  with  regret  and  a  pang  of  consci- 

Elysees.     Leave   it  to  me;  I'll  find  ence — is  certainly  not  the  Paris  of 

you  a  charming  apartment.     I  know  former  times,  but  that  Paris  which 

one  to  be  had  a  bargain — a  bagatelle  M.  Buonaparte — I  beg  pardon,  which 

— 500  naps  a-ycar.     Cost  you  about  the  Emperor — has  called  up  around 

two  or  three  thousand  more  to  fur-  him,  and  identified   forever  with  his 

nish  tolerably,  not  sliowily.     Leave  reign.     It    is  what  is  new  in  Paris 

all  to  mo.     In  three  days  you  shall  that  strikes  and  enthrals  me.     Here 

be  settled.     A  propos  f  horsaa  I    You  I  sec  the  life  of  France,  and  I  be- 

must    have     English     ones.      How  long  to  her  tombs !" 

many  ? — three    for  the    saddle,  two  "  I  don't  quite  understand  you,'* 

for  your  coupe  f     I'll  find  them  for  said  Lemercier.     "  If  you  think  that 

you.     I    will   write   to   London    to-  because  your  father  and  grandfather 

morrow.     Bee-sc  (Rice)  is  your  man."  were  Lc^timists,  you  have  not  the 

"  Spare  yoifVself  that  trouble,  my  fair  field  of  living  ambition  open  to 

dear    Frederic.     I    keep    no   horses  you    under  the  Empire,    you    never 

and  no   coupe.     I  shall    not  change  were    more    mistaken.     Mayen  age, 

my  apartment."     As    he  said    this,  and   even  roc/jco^    are    all  the    rage. 

Rochebriant  drew  himself  up  some-  You    have    no    idea    how    valuable 

what  haughtily.  3*our  name  would   be  either  at    the 

"  Faith,"  thought  Lemercier,  "  is  Imperial  Court  or  in  a  Commercial 

it  possible  that  the  Marquis  is  poor  ?  Company.     But   with    your  fortune 

No.     I  have  always  heard  that  the  j^ou    are     independent    of    all    but 

Rochebriants  were  among  the  great-  fashion  and  the  Jockey  Club.     And 

est   proprietors  in    Brctagne.     Most  il  propos  of  that,  pardon  me — what 

likely,  with  all  his  innocence  of  the  villain  made    your  coat  ?  —  let   me 

Faubourg   St    Germain,    he  knows  know ;  I  will  denounce   him  to  the 

enough    of    it   to  be   aware    that  T,  police." 

Frederick  Lemercier,  am  not  the  man  Half  amused,  h.ilf  amazed,  Alain 
topatroniseoneof  its  greatest  nobles.  Marquis  de  Rochebriant  looked  at 
Sacre  hleul  if  I  thought  that ;  if  he  Frederic  Lemercier  much  as  a  good- 
meant  to  give  himself  airs  to  me,  tempered  lion  may  look  upon  a 
his  old  college  friend — I  would — I  lively  poodle  who  takes  a  liberty 
would  call  him  out.'  with  his  mane,   and,  after  a  pause. 

Just   as  M.    Lemercier  had   come  he  replied    curtly,    "  The    clothes  I 

to      that    bellicose    resolution,     the  wear  at   Paris  were   made   in    Bre- 

Marquis    said,  with  a    smile  which,  tagne ;  and  if  the  name  of  Rochebn- 

though    frank,  was    not  without  a  ant  be  of  any  value  at  all  in  Paris, 
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which  I   doubt,  let   me   trust   that  dear  Alain,  there  is  some  of  the  best 

it  will  make   me   acknowledged   as  blood  of  Europe  in  the  Jockey  Club ; 

gentUhomme^  whatever  my  taste  in  they  would  exclude  a  plain  bourgeois 

a  coat,  or  whatever  the  doctrines  of  like  me.     But  it  is   all   the   same ; 

a  club  composed — of  jockies."  in     one    respect      you     are     quite 

**  Ha,  ha!"  cried  Lcmercier,  free-  right.      Walk   in   a  hhuse   if   you 

ing   himself   from    the   arm  of   his  please  —  you  are   still  Rochebriant 

friend,  and  laughing  .the  more  irre-  —  you    would    only  be    called   cc- 

sistibly  as  he  encountered  the  grave  centric.      Alas!     I    am    obliged   to 

look    of    the     Marquis.      "  Pardon  send  to  London  for  my  pantaloons ; 

me —  I  can't  help  it  —  the  Jockey  that  comes  of   being  a   Lemercier. 

Club  —  composed  of  jockeys !  —  it  But    here    we    are    m    the    Palais 

is  too  much  ! — the  best  joke !     My  Royal." 


CHAPTER   II. 

The    salons  of    the  Trois    Fr^res  denly,     *'hcre    comes   a  man    you 
were  crowded  —  our  friends    found  should  know,  mon  cher.     He  will  tell 
a  table  with  some    little  difficulty,  you  how  to  place  your  money  —  a 
Lemercier  proposed  a  private  cabinet,  rising  man — a  coming  man — a  future 
which,   for  some    reason  known  to  minister.     Ah !   hatijour,  Duplcssis, 
himself,  the  Marquis  declined.  bon-jour^^^   kissing  his    hand    to  a 
Lemercier  spontaneously  and  un-  gentleman  who  had  just  entered,  and 
requested    ordered   the  dinner  and  was  looking  about  him  for  -a  seat 
the  wines.  He  was  evidently  well    and    favor- 
While   waiting  for  their  oysters,  ably  known    at  the  Trois    Freres. 
with  which,  when  in  season,  French  The  waiters  had  flocked  round  him, 
hori'TitanU   usually  commence  their  and  were  pointing  to  %  table  by  the 
dinner,  Lemercier  looked  round  the  window,  which  a  saturnine  English- 
salon   with   that  air  of    inimitable,  man,  who  had  dined  off  a  beef -steak 
scrutinising,     superb     impertinence  and  potatoes,  was  about  to  vacate, 
which    distinguishes     the    Parisian        Mons.  Duplessis,  having  first  aft- 
dandy.     Some  of  the  ladies  returned  sured  himself,  like  a  prudent  man, 
his    glance     coquettishly,   for     Lc-  that   his    table  was  secure,   having 
mercier  was    i5»<;a?/   (jargon  ;  others  ordered  his  oysters,  his  chablis,  and 
turned  aside  indignantly  and    mut-  his  potage  d  la  hisqve^   now  paced 
tefed   something    to  the  gentlemen  calmly  and  slowly  across  the  salon^ 
dining  with  them.     The  said  gentle-  and  halted  before  Lemercier. 
men,  when  old,   shook  their  heads,        Here  let  me  pause  for  a  moment, 
and    continued    to    eat    unmoved ;  and  give  the  reader  a  rapid  sketch 
when  young,  turned  briskly  round,  of  the  two  Parisians, 
and  looked  at  first  fiercely  at  M.        Frederic    Lcmercier    is    dressed, 
Lemercier,     but,     encountering   his  somewhat  too   showily,  in    the  ex- 
eye  through  the  glass  which  he  had  treme  of  the  prevalent  fashion.     He 
screwed  into  its  socket  —  noticing  wears  a  superb  pin  in  his  cravtit — a 
the  hardihood   of  his  countenance  pin    worth  2000   francs;    he  wears 
and  the  squareness  of  his  shoulders  rings  on  his  fingers,  hreloques  to  his 
— even    they  turned     back  to    the  watch-chain.      He      has      a    warm 
tables,  shook  their  heads,  and  con-  though     dark     complexion,     thick 
tinued  to  eat  unmoved,  just  like  the  black  eyebrows,  full  lips,    a    nose 
old  ones.  somewhat  turned  up,  but  not  small, 
"  Ah !"    cried     Lemercier,     sud-  very  fine  large  dark  eyes,  a  bold. 
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open,  somewhat  impertinent  expres-  *'  No ;  I  went  first  to  the  Bourse. 

sion   of  countenance — withal  decid-  The   shares   in  that    Company    we 

edly  handsome,  thanks  to  colouring,  spoke  of  have  fallen ;  they  will  fall 

youth,  and  vivacity  of  *  regard.^  much  lower — foolish  to  buy  in  yet ; 

Lucien    Duplessis,    bending    over  so  the  object  of  my  calling  on  you 

the    table,  glancing  first  with  curi-  was  over.     I  took  it  for  granted  you 

osity  at  the  Marquis  de  Rochebriant,  would  not  wait  if  I  failed  my  ap- 

who    leans  his   cheek  on  his  hand  pointment     Do  you  go  to  the  opera 

and  seems  not  to  notice  him,  then  to-night?" 

concentrating  his  attention  on  Fred-  "  I    think   not  —  nothing    worth 

eric    Lemercier,    who     sits     square  going  for ;  besides,  I  have  found  an 

with    his     hands     clasped — Lucien  old    friend,  to   whom  I    consecrate 

Duplessis     is    somewhere    between  this    evening.     Let     me     introduce 

forty   and   fifty,   rather   below    the  you  to  the  Marquis  de  Rochebriant. 

middle    height,     slender     but    not  Alain,  M.  Duplessis." 

slight — what    in   English  phrase  is  The  two  gentlemen  bowed, 

called  *wiry.'     lie   is  dressed   with  *' I  had  the  honour  to  be  known 

extreme  simplicity  :  black  frock  coat  to  Monsieur  your  father,"  said  Du- 

buttoned    up;    black    cravat    worn  plessis. 

higher   than  men   who    follow    the  "Indeed,"   returned  Rochebriant. 

fashions    wear      their      neckcloths  "  He  had  not  visited  Paris  for  many 

nowadays ;     a    hawk's    eye    and   a  years  before  he  died." 

hawk's  beak ;  hair  of  a  dull  brown,  "  It  was  in   London   I  met  him, 

very  short,  and  wholly  without  curl ;  at  the  house  of  the  Russian  Prin- 

his  cheeks  thin  and  smoothly  shaven,    cess  C ." 

but  he  wears  a  moustache  and  im-  The    Marquis    coloured  high,   in- 

perial,  plagiarised  from  those  of  his  clined  his  head  gravely,  and    made 

sovereign,  and,  like  all  plagiarisms,  no  reply.     Here  the  waiter  brought 

carrying    the    borrowed    beauty   to  the    oysters    and  the  chablis,  and 

extremes,  so  that  the  points  of  mous-  Duplessis  retired  to  his  own  table, 

tache    and  imperial,    sflffened    and  "That  is  the  most  extraordinary 

sharpened  by  cosmetics  which  must  man,"  said  Frederic,  as  he  squeezed 

have  been  composed  of  iron,  looked  the   lemon   over   his   oysters,  "  and 

like  three  long    stings  guarding  lip  very  much  to  be  admired." 

and  jaw  from  invasion  ;  a  pale  olive-  "  How  so  !     I  see  nothing  at  least 

brown     complexion  ;     eyes     small,  to  admire  in  his  face,"  said  the  Mar- 

decp-sunk,  calm,  piercing  ;  his  expres-  quis,  with  the  bluntness  of    a   pro- 

sion  of  face  at  first  glance  not  strik-  vincial. 

ing,  except  for  quiet  immovability.  "  His    face.      Ah !      you     are     a 

Observed  more  heedfully,  the  expres-  Legitimist — party      prejudice.      He 

sion  was  keenly  intellectual — deter-  dresses  his  face  after  the  Emperor ; 

mined   about    the    lips,    calculating  in  itself  a  very  clever  face,  surely." 

about  the  brows :  altogether  the  face  "  Perhaps,    but    not    an    amiable 

of  no   ordinary  man,  and  one  not,  one.     He  looks  like  a  bird  of  prey." 

perhaps,    without     fine     and    high  "  All    clever    men    are    birds    of 

qualities,  concealed  from  the  general  prey.      The  eagles  are  the  heroes, 

gaze  by  habitual  reserve,  but  justi-  and  the  owls  the  sages.     Duplessis 

fying  the  confidence  of  those  whom  is  not  an  eagle  nor  an  owl.     I  should 

he  admitted  into  his  intimacy.  rather  call  him  a  falcon,  except  that  I 

"Ah,  mon  cA^,"  said  Lemercier,  would  not  attempt  to  hoodwink  him." 

"you  promised  to  call  on  me  yester-  "Call  him  what    you  will,"  said 

day  at  two  o'clock.     I  waited  in  for  the      Marquis,    indifferently ;     "  M. 

you  half  an  hour;  you  never  came."  Duplessis  can  be  nothing  to  me." 
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**  I'm  not  so    sure  of  that,"    an-  offer  you   anything    better  than  a 

swered  Frederic,   somewhat  nettled  cigarette.     Such  cigars  are  only  to 

by  the  phlegm vwith  which  the  Pro-  be  had  for  friendship.     Friendship 

vincial  regarded  the  pretensions  of  is  a  jewel." 

the  ParivSian.     "Duplessis,  I  repeat  *'I  never  smoke,"   answered  the 

it,  is  an  extraordinary  man.     Though  Marquis,  ^^  but  I  shall  be  charmed 

untitled,  he  descends  from  your  old  to  come  to  your  rooms ;  only  donH 

aristocracy ;  in  fact,  I  believe,  as  his  let  me  encroach  on  your  good-nature, 

name  shows,  from  the  same  stem  as  Doubtless  you  have  engagements  for 

the  Richelieus.      His   father  was   a  the  evening." 

great  scholar,  and   I  believe  he  has  **None   till   eleven  o'clock,   when 

read    much     himself.     Might    have  I  have  promised  to  go  to  a  soiree  to 

taken  to    literature  or  the   bar,  but  which  I  do  not  offer  to  take  you ; 

his  parents  died  fearfully  poor ;  and  for    it    is    one  of   those    Bohemian 

some  distant  relations  in   commerce  entertainments   at   which    it  would 

took  charge  of  him,  and  devoted  his  do  you  harm  in  the   Faubourg  to 

talents  to  the  Bourse,     Seven  years  assist — at  least  until  you  have  made 

ago  he  lived  in    a  single  chamber,  good  your  position.     Let  me  see,  is 

a7i  quutricme^  near  the  Luxembourg,  not   tfie    Duchesse    de  Tarascon  a 

He  has  now  a  hotel,  not  large  but  relation  of  yours  ?" 

charming,  in  the  Champs  Elys^es,  "  Yes ;    my  poor    mother's    first 

worth  at  least  600,000  francs.     Nor  cousin." 

has  he  made  his  own  fortune  alone,  "I  congratulate  you.     Tres  grande 

but  that  of   many  others ;  some  of  dame.    She  will  launch  you  in  pttro 

birth  as  high  as  your  own.     He  has  coilo^  as  Juno  might  have  launched 

the  genius  of  riches,  and  knocks  off  one  of  her  young  peacocks." 

a  million  as  a  poet    does    an    ode,  ^^  There  has  been  no  acquaintance 

by  the  force   of   inspiration.     He  is  between  our  houses,"  returned   the 

hand-in-glove    with    the    Ministers,  Marquis,  dryly,  "since  the   tnesalli- 

and  has  been  invited  to  Compiegnc  an^e  of  her  second  nuptials." 

by    the    Emperor.      You    will    find  *•*•  Mesallmnce !    second    nuptials! 

him  very  useful."  Her  second  husband  was  the  Duke 

Alain  made  a  slight  movement  of  de  Tarascon." 

incredulous    dissent,    and    changed  "A  duke  of  the  First  Empire— 

the  conversation  to  reminiscences  of  the  grandson  of  a  butcher." 

old  schoolboy  days.  "  DiihU  !  you  are  a  severe  gene- 

The  dinner  at  length  came  to  a  alogist,  Monsieur  le  Marquis.     How 

close.     Frederic  rang  for  the  bill —  can  you  consent  to  walk  arm-in-ann 

glanced  over  it    "  Fifty-nine  francs,"  with    nic,    whose  great-grandfather 

said  he,  carelessly  flinging  down  his  supplied  bread   to   the  same  army, 

napoleon  and  a  half.     The  Marquis  to  which   the    Duke  de  Tarasoon's 

silently  drew  forth   his   purse   and  grandfather  furnished  the  meat  V* 

extracted  the  same  sum.  "  My  dear  Frederic,  we  two  have 

When  they  were  out  of  the  an  equal  pedigree,  for  our  friendship 
restatirant,  Frederic  proposed  ad-  dates  from  the  same  hour.  I  do  not 
journing  to  his  own  rooms.  "  I  can  blame  the  Duchesse  de  Taras- 
promise  you  an  excellent  cigar,  one  con,  for  marrying  the  grandson  of  a 
of  a  box  given  to  me  by  an  invalu-  butcher,  but  for  marrying  the  son  of 
able  young  Spaniard  attached  to  the  a  man  made  duke  by  an  usurper. 
Embassy  here.  Such  cigars  are  not  She  abandoned  the  faith  of  ner 
to  be  had  at  Paris  for  money,  nor  house  and  the  cause  of  her  sore- 
even  for  love,  seeing  that  women,  reign.  Therefore  her  marriage  is  a 
however  devoted  and  generous,  never  blot  on  our  scutcheon." 
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Frederic  raised  his  eyebrows,  but  years    old.     Born    therefore    about 

had  the  tact  to  pursue  the  subject  the  year  in  which  we  two  parted." 
no  further.     Ho  who  interferes   in        "  When  you  were  so  hastily  sum- 

the  quarrels  of  relations  must  pass  moned  from  college,"  said  the  Mar 

through  life  without  a  friend.  quis,  "  by  the  news  of  your  father's 

The  young  men   now  arrived   at  illness.     Wo  expected  you  back  in 

Lemercier's  apartment,    an  entresol  vain.     Have  you  been  at  Paris  ever 

looking  on   the  Boulevard  des   Ita-  since  ?" 

liens,  consisting  of  more  rooms  than        "  Ever    since  ;     my    poor    father 

a  bachelor  generally  requires ;  and  died   of    that  illness.     His   fortune 

though  low-pitched,  of  good  dimen-  proved  much  larger   than  was  sus- 

sions,  decorated  and  furnished  with  pected — my  share  amounted    to  an 

a  luxury  which  really  astonished  the  income  from  investments  in  stocks, 

provincial,   though,   with    the    high-  houses,   &c.,  to   upwards  of   60,000 

bred  pride  of  an  Oriental,  he  sup-  francs  a-year ;  and  as  I  wanted  six 

pressed  every  sign  of  surprise.  years  to  my  majority,  of  course  the 

Florentine  cabinets  freshly  re-  capiUil  on  attaining  my  majority 
touched  by  the  exquisite  skill  of  would  be  increased  by  accumulation. 
Mombro,  costly  specimens  of  old  My  mother  desired  to  keep  me  near 
S&vres  and  Limoges ;  pictures  and  her ;  my  uncle,  who  was  joint  guar- 
bronzes  and  marble  statuettes — all  dian  with  her,  looked  with  disdain 
well  chosen  and  of  great  price,  re-  on  our  poor  little  provincial  cottage  ; 
fleeted  from  minors  in  Venetian  so  promising  an  heir  should  acquire 
frames — made  a  coup  (Vail  very  his  finishing  education  under  mas- 
favourable  to  that  respect  which  the  ters  at  Paris.  Long  before  I  was 
human  mind  pays  to  the  evidences  of  age,  1  was  initiated  into  politer 
of  money.  Nor  was  comfort  less  mysteries  of  our  capital  than  those 
studied  than  splendour.  Thick  car-  celebrated  by  Eugene  Sue.  When 
pets  covered  the  floors,  doubled  I  took  possession  of  my  fortune  five 
and  quilted  portiera  excluded  all  years  ago,  I  was  considered  a  Croe- 
draughts  from  chinks  in  the  doors,  sus ;  and  really  for  that  patriarchal 
Having  allowed  his  friend  a  few  time  I  was  wealthy.  Now,  alas ! 
minutes  to  contemplate  and  admire  my  accumulations  have  vanished 
the  salle  d  manger  and  salon  which  in  my  outfit ;  and  00,000  francs 
constituted  his  more  state  apart-  a-year  is  the  least  a  Parisian  can 
ments,  Frederic  then  conducted  him  live  upon.  It  is  not  only  that 
into  a  small  cabinet,  fitted  up  all  prices  have  fabulously  increased, 
with  scarlet  cloth  and  gold  fringes,  but  that  the  dearer  things  become, 
whereon  were  artistically  arranged  the  better  people  live.  When 
trophies  of  Eastern  weapons  and  I  first  came  out,  the  world  specu- 
Turkish  pipes  with  amber  mouth-  lated  upon  me;  now,  in  order  to 
pieces.  keep  my  standing,  I  am   forced  to 

There    placing     the    Marquis     at  speculate   on    the   world.     Hitherto 

ease  on  a  divan,   and   flinging  him-  I  have  not  lost;    Duplessis   let  me 

self  on  another,  the  Parisian  exqui-  into  a    few   good    things  this  year, 

site  ordered  a  valet,  well  dressed  as  worth   100,000  francs  or  so.     CroD- 

himself,  to  bring  cottec  and  liqueurs ;  sus    consulted   the   Delphic   Oracle, 

and  after  vainly  pressing  one  of  his  Duplessis  was  not  alive  in  the  time 

matchless  cigars  on  his  friend,   in-  of  Cra'sus,   or  Croesus  would  have 

dulged  in  his  own  Regalia.  consulted  Duplessis." 

"They  are  ten  years    old,"   said        Here    there    was    a  ring    at   the 

Frederic,  with  a  tone  of  compassion  outer  door  of  the  apartment,  and  in 

at  Alain's  self-inflicted  loss — "  ten  another  minute  the  valet  ushered  in 
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a  gentleman   somewhere   about  the  ^^ That  is  my  name:  it  pleases  me 

age  of  thirty,  of  prepossessing  coun-  to  hear  that  my  father  was  amoni; 

tenance,  and   with    the    indefinable  those  who    flocked    to  Ems  to  do 

air  of  good-breeding  and   vsnge  du  homage  to  the  royal  personage  who 

mondc.      Frederic     started     up     to  deigns  to  assume  the  title  of  Count 

greet  cordially  the  new- comer,  and  de  Chambord." 

introduced  him  to  the  Marquis  under  ^"  My  own  ancestors  clung  to  the 

the  name  of  "  Sarc  (Jlrarm- Yarn."  descendants  of  James   If.   till  their 

"Decidedly,"    said  the  visitor,  as  claims  were  buried  in  the  grave  of 

he   took  off  his  paletot  and   seated  the  last  Stuart;   and  I  honour  the 

himself   beside   the    Marquis — "  dc-  gallant  men  who,  like  your  father, 

cidedly,    my   dear   Lcmercicr,"  said  revere  in  an  exile  the  heir  to  their 

he,  in  very  correct  French,  and  with  ancient  kings." 

the  true  Parisian  accent  and  intona-  The   Englishman   said    this    with 

tion.     "You   Frenchmen  merit  that  grace    and    feeling;    the    Marquis's 

praise  for  polished  ignorance  of  the  heart  warmed  to  him  at  once, 

language  of  barbarians  which  a  dis-  "  The  first  loyal   gentilhomme    I 

tinguished  historian  bestows  on  the  ^ave  met  at  Paris,"  thought  the  Le- 

ancient  Romans.     Permit  me.  Mar-  gitimist ;    "  and,  oh,  shame !    not  a 

quis,  to  submit  to  you  the  considcra-  Frenchman  !" 

tion  whether  Grarm  Yarn  is  a  fair  Graham     Yane,    now     stretching 

rendering  of  my  name  as  truthfully  himself    and     accepting     the    cigar 

printed  on  this  card.''  which  Lemercier  offered  him,  said  to 

The  inscription  on  the  card,  thus  that  gentleman :    "  You   who  know 

drawn  from  its  case  and  placed  in  your  Paris  bv  heart — everybody  and 

Alain's  hand,  was —  everything  therein  worth  the  know- 

Mr.  (Jhauam  Vane,  1"?^    with   many    bodies  and   many 

No.  -  Rue  D' Anjuu.  .^*^1"^^  ^^^*  ^[.^  not  worth  it-can  you 

••  inform  me  who  and  what  is  a  certain 

The  Marquis  gazed  at  it  as  he  might  lady  who  every  fine  day  may  be  seen 

on  a  hieroglyphic,  and  passed  it  on  walking  in  a  quiet  spot  at  the  out- 

to  Lemercier  in  discreet  silence.  skirts  of  the  Bois  de  Boulogne,  not 

That  gentleman  made  another  at-  far  from  the  Baron  de  Rothschild's 

tempt  at  the  barbarian  appellation.  villa  ?     The  .said  lady  arrives  at  this 

"*Grilr— hfim  Yarne.     C'est   ca!  selected   spot  in  a   dark-blue  covpi 

I  triumph!    all  difficulties   yield  to  without    armorial    bearings,    punc> 

French  energy."  tually   at   the   hour   of  three.     She 

Here  the  coffee  and  liqueurs  were  wears  always  the  same  dress,  a  kind 
served ;  and  after  a  short  pause  the  of  grey  pearl-coloured  silk,  with  a 
Englishman,  who  had  very  quietly  cachemire  shawl.  In  age  she  may 
been  observing  the  silent  Marqui.s,  be  somewhat  about  twenty — ^a  year 
turned  to  him  and  said  :  *'  Moimenr  or  so  more  or  less — and  has  a  face 
Je  Marquis,  I  presume  it  was  your  as  haunting  as  a  Medu.sa'8 ;  not,  how- 
father  whom  I  remember  as  an  ac-  ever,  a  face  to  turn  a  man  into  a  stone, 
quaintance  of  my  own  father  at  Ems.  but  rather  of  the  two  turn  a  stone 
It  is  many  years  ago;  I  was  but  a  into  a  man.  A  clear  paleness,  with 
child.  The  Count  de  Chambord  was  a  bloom  like  an  alabaster  lamp  wiih 
then  at  that  enervating  little  spa  for  the  light  flashing  through.  I  bin^- 
the  benefit  of  the  Countess's  health,  row  that  illustration  from  Sare  Scott, 
If  our  friend  Lemercier  does  not  who  applied  it  to  Milor  Bee-ron." 
mangle  your  name  as  he  does  mine,  "  I  have  not  seen  the  lady  you 
I  understand  him  to  say  that  you  describe,"  answered  Lemercier,  feel- 
are  the  Marquis  de  Rochebriant"  ing  humiliated  by  the  avowal ;  "  in 
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fact,  I  have  not  been  in  that  seques-  I  should  not  have  intruded  on  you 
tered  part  of  the  Bois  for  months  ;  at    this    hour    on    a    mere  visit   of 
but    I     will    go   to-morrow  :    three  ceremony.     I  called  to  say  that  the 
o'clock  you  say — leave  it  to  me ;  to-  Mademoiselle  Duval   whose  address 
morrow  evening,  if   she   is  a  Paris-  you  sent  me  is  not  the  right  one — 
ienne,  you  shall  know  all  about  her.  not  the  lady  whom,  knowing  your 
But,  mon    cher,  you    are    not    of  a  wide  range  of  acquaintance,  I  asked 
jealous  temperament  to  confide  your  you  to  aid  me  in  finding  out." 
discovery  to  another."  "  Not  the   right  Duval  V  Diallc  / 
*'Yes,  I  am    of    a    very    jealous  she  answered  your   description   ex- 
temperament,"  replied  the   English-  actly." 
man  ;    "  but    jealousy   comes    after        "  Not  at  all." 
love,  and  not  before  it.     I  am  not  in        **  You  said  she   was   very   pretty 
love  ;  1  am  only  haunted.  To-morrow  and  young — under  twenty." 
evening,    then,    shall     we     dine     at        **  You    forgot  that    I     said     she 
Philippe's,  seven  o'clock  ?"  deserved   that     description    twenty- 

"With   all   my    heart,"   said  Le-  one  years  ago." 
mercier  ;  '*  and  you  too,  Alain."  **  Ah,  so  you  did  ;  but  some  ladies 
"  Thank   you,  no,"  said   the  Mar-  are  alwaj^s  young.    *  Age,'  says  a  wit 
quis,  briefly  ;  and  he  rose,  drew  on  in  the  Figaro,  *  is  a  river  which  the 
his  gloves,  and  took  up  his  hat.  women   compel   to    reascend   to   its 
At  these  signals  of  departure,  the  source  when    it  has   flowed   onward 
Englishman,  who  did  not   want  tact  more    than    twenty    years.'     Never 
nor  delicacy,   thought   that  he  had  mind —  soyez     tranquille — I     will 
made  himself  de  trop  in   the   tete-d-  find  your  Duval  yet  if  she  is  to  be 
tete  of  two  friends  of   the  same   age  found.     But    why    could    not     the 
and   nation ;    and,    catching  up   his  friend    who    commissioned    you    to 
paletot,  said  hastily,  **  No,    Marquis,  inquire  choose  a  name  less  common  V 
do  not  go  yet,  and   leave  our  host  Duval !     every  street  in  Paris  has  a 
in  solitude ;  for  I   have  an  engage-  shop-door    over   which   is  inscribed 
ment     which     presses,     and     only  the  name  of  Duval." 
looked  in  at  Lemercicr's   for  a  nio-         '*  Quite  true,  there  is  the  difficulty ; 
ment,  seeing  the  light  at  his  windows,  however,  my    dear  Lemercier,    pray 
Permit  me  to  hope  that  our  acquaint-  continue   to   look  out  for  a   Louise 
ancc  will  not  drop,  and  inform  me  Duval  who   was   young   and  pretty 
where  I   may   have   the   honour   to  twenty-one  years    ago — this   search 
call  on  you."  ought  to  interest  me  more  than  that 
"  Nay,"    said    the   Marquis ;    "  I  which  I  intrusted   to   you    to-night, 
claim  the  righi  of   a   native  to  pay  respecting    the    pearly-robed    lady : 
my  respects  first  to  the  foreigner  who  for   in    the    last  I    but    gratify  my 
visits  our  capital,  and,"  he  added  in  own  whim ;  in  the  first  I  discharge 
a  lower  tone,  **  who  speaks  so  nobly  a    promise   to  a    friend.      You,   so 
of  those  who  revere  its  exiles."  perfect  a  Frenchman,  know  the  dif- 
Thc     Englishman     saluted,      and  ference ;  honour  is   engaged   to  the 
walked    slowly    towards   the   door;  first.      Be   sure   you  let   me   know 
but  on  reaching  the  threshold  turned  if  you   find   any   other   Madame   or 
back  and  made  a  sign  to   Lemercier,  Mademoiselle  Duval ;  and  of   course 
unperccived  by  Alain.  you  remember  your  promise  not  to 
Frederic  understood  the  sign,   and  mention  to  any  one  the   commission 
followed    Graham     Vane    into    the  of  inquiry  you  so  kindly  undertake, 
adjoining  room,  closing  the   door  as  I  congratulale   you  on   your  friend- 
he  passed.  ship  for  M.  de  Rochebriant      What 
"  My  dear    Lemercier,   of  course  a  noble  countenance  and  manner !" 
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Lemcrcier    returned  to  the  Mar-  he  sprang  up,  embraced  his  friend, 

quis.     '*  Such  a  pity  you  can't  dine  well-nigh   sobbing,   and    exclaimed, 

with  us  to-morrow.     1  fear  you  made  '*  Tant  mieux  pour  moi  !     You  must 

but  a  poor  dinner  to-day.     But  it  is  take  your  lodging  with  me.     I   have 

always  better  to  arrange  the  menu  be-  a    charming     bedroom     to     simre. 

forehand.     I  will  send  to  Phillipe's  Don't   say   no.      It   will  raise    my 

to-morrow.     Do  not  be  afraid.''  own  position  to   say   I   and    Roche- 

The   Marquis  paused  a  moment  briant    keep     house    together.      It 

and    on   his    young  face  a    proud  must  be  so.     Come  here  to-morrow. 

strugg-Ic    was    visible.     At  last    he  As  for  not  having  a  career — bah  !  I 

said,  bluntly  and  manfully —  and  Duplessis  will  settle  that     You 

**  My  dear  Frederic,  your  world  shall  be  a  miUionuire  in  two  years, 
and  mine  are  not  and  cannot  be  the  Meanwhile  ^e  will  join  capitals  :  I 
same.  Why  should  I  be  ashamed  my  paltry  notes,  you  your  grand 
to  own  to  my  old  schoolfellow  that  name.  Settled !" 
I  am  poor — very  poor ;  that  the  **  My  dear,  dear  Frederic,"  said 
dinner  I  have  shared  with  you  to-  the  young  noble,  deeply  affected, 
day  is  to  me  a  criminal  extrava-  *'  on  reflection  you  will  see  what 
gance  ?  1  lodge  in  a  single  chamber  you  propose  is  impossible.  Poor 
on  the  fourth  storey ;  I  dine  off*  a  I  may  be  without  dishonour ;  live 
single  plat  at  a  small  restaurateur'' s  ;  at  another  man's  cost  I  •cannot 
the  utmost  income  I  can  allow  to  do  without  baseness.  It  does  not 
myself  does  not  exceed  5000  francs  require  to  be  (jcntilhomme  to  feel 
a-year :  my  fortunes  I  cannot  hope  that :  it  is  enough  to  be  a  French- 
much  to  improve.  In  his  own  man.  Come  and  see  me  when  you 
country  xAlain  do  Rochebriant  has  can  spare  the  time.  There  is  my 
no  career."  address.     You  are  the  only  man  in 

Lemcrcier  was   so  astonished  by  Paris  to  whom  I  shall  be  at  home. 

this  confession  that  he  remained  for  Au    rerolr."'     And    breaking   away 

some     moments     silent,     eyes    and  from  Lemercier's  clasp,  the  Marquis 

mouth  both   wide  open ;  at  length  hurried  off. 
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Alain  reached  the  house  in  which  by  a  needy  student  or  a  virtuous 
he  lodged.  Externally  a  fme  house,  grisette.  But  there  was  to  him 
it  had  been  the  hotel  of  a  great  a  charm  in  that  old  hotel,  and  the 
family  in  the  old  regime.  On  the  richest  locatuire  therein  was  not 
first  floor  were  still  superb  apart-  treated  with  a  respect  so  ceremonious 
ments,  with  ceilings  painted  by  as  that  which  attended  the  lodger 
Le  Hrun,  with  walls  on  which  the  on  the  fourth  storey.  The  porter 
thick  silks  still  seemed  fresh,  and  his  w^ife  were  Bretons;  they 
These  rooms  were  occupied  by  a  came  from  the  village  of  Roche- 
rich  agent  de  change;  but,  like  all  briant;  they  had  known  Alain's 
such  ancient-  palaces,  the  upper  parents  in  their  young  days ;  it  was 
storeys  were  wretchedly  defective  tlieir  kinsman  who  had  rccom- 
even  in  the  comforts  which  poor  mended  him  to  the  hotel  which 
men  demand  nowadays  ;  a  back  they  served  ;  so,  when  he  paused  at 
staircase,  narrow,  dirty,  never  the  lodge  for  his  key,  which  he  had 
lighted,  dark  as  Erebus,  led  to  the  left  there,  the  porter's  wife  was  in 
room  occupied  by  the  Marquis,  wating  for  his  return,  and  insisted 
which  might  be  naturally  occupied  on  lighting  him  up-sta«*rs  and  seeing 
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to  his  fire,  for  after  a  warm  day  the  with    an    aunt,    an    elder  and    un- 

night    had    turned    to    that    sharp  married  sister  to  his  father, 

biting  cold  which  is  more  trying  in  His    father    he    never    saw    but 

Paris  than  even  in  London.  twice    after    leaving    college.     That 

The  old  woman,  running  up  the  brilliant  «^//7n^i?' visited  Franco  but 
stairs  before  him,  opened  the  door  rarely,  for  very  brief  intervals, 
of  his  room,  and  busied  herself  residing  wholly  abroad.  To  him 
at  the  fire.  "Gently,  my  good  went  all  the  revenues  of  Roche- 
Martha,"  said  he,  "  that  log  suf-  briant  save  what  sufficed  for  the 
fices.  T  have  been  extravagant  to-  menage  of  his  son  and  his  sister. 
day,  and  must  pinch  for  it."  It  was  the  cherished  belief  of   these 

^^  M,.le  Marquis  jests,"    said   the  two  loyal  natures  that  the   Marquis 

old  woman,  laughing.  secretly  devoted  his   fortune  to  the 

*'  No,    Martha  ;    I   am    serious.    I  cause   of  the  Bourbons — how,  they 

have    sinned,    but   1    shall    reform,  knew  not,  though  they  often  amused 

Entre  nons^  my  dear  friend,  Paris  is  themselves    by    conjecturing  ;     and 

very  dear  when  one  sets  one's  foot  the   young  man,   as    he  grew     up, 

out  of  doors  :  I  must  soon  go  back  nursed  the  hope  that  he  should  soon 

to  Rochebriant."  hear  that  the   descendant   of   Henri 

"When  M.le  Marquis  goes  back  Quatre  had  crossed  the  frontier  on 

to  Rochebriant  he  must  take  with  a  white  charger  and  hoisted  the  old 

hUn  a  Madame  In  Marquise — some  gonfalon  with  its  Jleur  de  Us.    Then, 

pretty  angel  with  a  suitable  rfo^"  indeed,  his  own  career  would  be  open - 

''A  dot  suitable  to   the   ruins   of  ed,  and  the  sword  of  the  Kerouccs 

Rochebriant    would    not    suffice   to  drawn  from  its   sheath.     Day  after 

repair  them,   Martha :    give  me  my  day  he  expected  to  hear  of  revolts, 

dressing-gown,  and  good-night."  of  which  his  noble  father  was  doubt- 

^^Bon    repos,     M.     le    Marquis !  less    the   soul.     But    the    Marquis, 

heaux  reve.'i,  et  hcl  avenir^  though  a  sincere  Legitimist,  was   by 

"  i?eZ    arerrir  r     murmured     the  no    means   an   enthusiastic   fanatic, 

young    man    bitterly,    leaning     his  He  was  simply  a  very  proud,  a  very 

cheek  on  his  hand ;    ''what  fortune  polished,    a    very    luxurious,     and, 

fairer  than  the  present  can  be  mine  ?  though  not  without   the   kindliness 

yet  inaction  in  youth  is  more  keenly  and    generosity    which    were    com- 

fclt    than   in   age.     How    lightly    I  mon   attributes   of   the   old   French 

should  endure  poverty  if  it  brought  nohlesse^  a  very  selfish  grand  neign- 

poverty's      ennobling       companion,  eur. 

Labour — denied     to      mc !       Well,  Losing    his  wife   (who   died    the 

well ;    I  must   go   back   to   the   old  first  year  of  marriage  in  giving  birth 

rock  :    on  this  ocean  there  is  no  sail,  to  Alain)   while   he    was    yet  very 

not  even  an  oar,  for  me."  young,  he  had  lived  a  frank  libertine 

Alain    de    Rochebriant    had    not  life  until  he  fell   submissive   under 

been   reared    to   the   expectation   of  the    despotic    yoke    of    a    Russian 

poverty.     The  only  son  of  a  father  Princess,  who,  for  some   mysterious 

whose    estates    were   large   Beyond  reason,  never  visited  her  own  country 

those  of    most    nobles    in    modem  and  obstinately  refused  to  reside  in 

France,  his  destined  heritage   seem-  France.     She    was    fond   of   travel, 

ed  not  unsuitable   to  his  illustrious  and  moved  yearly  from  London  to 

birth.     Educated  at  a  provincial  aca-  Naples,    Naples   to  Vienna,    Berlin, 

demy,  he  had  been  removed  at  the  age  Madrid,    Seville,    Carlsbad,    Baden- 

of  sixteen  to  Rochebriant,  and  lived  Baden — anywhere    for    caprice     or 

there    simply    and  lonelily  enough,  change,     except    Paris.      This    fair 

but  still  in  a  sort  of   feudal   state,  wanderer  succeeded  in   chaining  to 
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herself  the  heart  and  the  steps  of  secluded  in  Brittany  was  his  reluc- 

the  Marquis  dc  Rochcbriant.  tance  to  introduce  into  the  world  a 

She  was  very  rich  ;  she  lived  semi-  son  "as  old  as  myself,"  he  would 

royally.     Hers  was  just  the  house  say  pathetically.     The  news  of   his 

in  which   it  suited   the  Marquis  to  death,    which    happened  at  Baden 

be  the  enfant  gate.     I  suspect  that,  after  a  short    attack    of   bronchitis 

cat-like,  his  attachment  was   rather  caught  in  a  supper  al  fresco  at  the 

to  the  house  than  to  the  person  of  old  castle,  was  duly  transmitted  to 

his    mistress.      Not    that    he     was  Rochcbriant  by  the   Princess ;     and 

domiciled  with  the  Princess ;    that  the  shock  to  Alain  and  his  aunt  was 

would    have    been     somewhat     too  the  greater  because  they  had   seen 

much  against  the  proprieties,  greatly  so  little  of  the  departed  that   they 

too  much  against  the   Marquis's  no-  regarded  him  as  a  heroic  myth,  an 

tions  of  his  own   dignity.     He  had  impersonation   of   ancient    chivalry, 

his    own    carriage,  his   own    apart-  condemning    himself    to    voluntary 

ments,  his  own  sulte^  as  became  so  exile    rather    than    do    homage    to 

grand  a  seigneur^  and  the  lover  of  usurpers.     But  from  their  grief  they 

so  grand  a  dame.     His  estates,  mort-  were  soon  roused    by    the    terrible 

gaged  before  he  came  to  them,  yield-  doubt    whether    Rochcbriant   could 

ed    no    income    suflBcient    for     his  still  be  retained  in  the  family.     Be- 

wants  ;    ho   mortgaged    deeper  and  sides  the  mortgagees,  creditors  from 

deeper,  year  after  year,  till  he  could  half  the  capitals  in  Europe  sent  Jn 

mortgage  them  no  more.     He   sold  their  claims ;    and  all   the  movible 

his  hotel  at  Paris— he  accepted  with-  effects  transmitted  to  Alain  by  his 

out  scruple  his  sister's  fortune — he  father's    confidential    Italian    valet, 

borrowed  with  equal  sang  froid  the  except  sundry  carriages  and  horses 

two  hundred  thousand  francs  which  which  were  sold  at  Baden  for  what 

his  son  on  coming  of  age  inherited  they  would  fetch,  were  a  magnificent 

from    his    mother.      Alain    yielded  dressing-case,  in  the  secret  drawer  of 

that  fortune  to  him  without  a  mur-  which  were  some  bank-notes  amount- 

mur — nay,  with  pride ;     he  thought  ing  to  thirty   thousand  francs,  and 

it  destined  to  go  towards  raising  a  three    large    boxes    containing    ^e 

regiment  for  the ^tf Mr  <?€  Z/«.  Marquis's     correspondence,     a   few 

To  do   the    Marquis    justice,    he  miniature    female    portraits,  and  a 

was  fully  persuaded  that  he  should  great  many  locks  of  hair, 

shortly  restore  to  his  sister  and  son  Wholly  unprepared  for  the  ruin 

what  he  so  recklessly    took    from  that    stared  him  in   the    face,   tiie 

them.     He  was  engaged  to  be  mar-  young  Marquis  evinced  the  natural 

ried  to  his  princess  so  soon  as  her  strength    of   his  character    by    the 

own  husband  died.     She  had  been  calmness    with    which  he  met  the 

separated  from  the  Prince  for  many  danger,    and    the  intelligence   witfi 

years,  and  every  year  it  was  said  he  which  he  calculated  and  reduced  it 

could  not  last  a  year  longer.     But  By  the  help  of  the  family  notary 

he    completed    the    measure  of  his  in  the  neighbouring  town,  he  made 

conjugal  iniquities  by  continuing  to  himself  master  of  his  liabiHties   and 

live  ;     and    one    day,    by    mistake,  his  means  ;  and  he  found  that,  aftw 

Death  robbed  the  lady  of  the  Mar-  paying  all  debts  and  providing  for 

quis  instead  of  the  Prince.  the  interest  of  the  mortgages,  a  pro- 

This  was  an  accident  which  the  perty  which  ought  to  have  reahsed 
Marquis  had  never  counted  upon,  a  rental  of  £10,000  a-year,  yielded 
He  was  still  young  enough  to  con-  not  more  than  £400.  Nor  was 
sider  himself  young ;  in  fact,  one  even  this  margin  safe,  nor  the  pro- 
principal  reason  for   keeping  Alain  perty  out  of  peril ;  for  the  principal 
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mortgagee,  who  was  a  capitalist  in  I  think  I  could  dispose  of  for  build- 
Paris  named  Louvier,  having  had  ing  purposes  at  high  rates;  but 
during  the  life  of  the  late  Marquis  these  lands  are  covered  by  Monsieur 
more  than  once  to  wait  for  his  half-  Louvier's  general  mortgage,  and  he 
yearly  interest  longer  than  suited  has  refused  to  release  them,  unless 
his  patience — and  his  patience  was  the  whole  debt  be  paid.  Were  that 
not  enduring — plainly  declared  that  debt  therefore  transferred  to  another 
if  the  same  delay  recurred  he  should  mortgagee,  we  might  stipulate  for 
put  his  right  of  seizure  in  force;  their  exception,  and  in  so  doing 
and  in  France  still  more  than  inEng-  secure  a  sum  of  more  than  100,000 
land,  bad  seasons  seriously  affect  the  francs,  which  you  could  keep  in 
security  of  rents.  To  pay  away  reserve  for  a  pressing  or  unforeseen 
£9600  a  -  year  regularly  out  of  occasion,  and  make  the  nucleus  of 
£10,000,  with  the  penalty  of  for-  a  capital  devoted  to  the  gradual 
feiting  the  whole  if  not  paid,  liquidation  of  the  charges  on  the 
whether  crops  may  fail,  farmers  estate^  For  with  a  little  capital, 
procrastinate,  and  timber  fall  in  Monsieur  le  Marquis,  your  rent-roll 
price,  is  to  live  with  the  sword  of  might  be  very  greatly  increased,  the 
Damocles  over  one's  head.  forests  and  orchards  improved,  those 

For  two  years  and  more,  however,    meadows   round   S drained  and 

Alain  met  his  difficulties  with  pru-  irrigated.  Agriculture  is  beginning 
dence  and  vigour ;  he  retrenched  the  to  be  understood  in  Bretagne,  and 
establishment  hitherto  kept  at  the  your  estate  would  soon  double  its 
chateau,  resigned  such  rural  plea-  value  in  the  hands  of  a  spirited 
sures  as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  capitalist  My  advice  to  you,  there- 
indulge,  and  lived  like  one  of  his  fore,  is  to  go  to  Paris,  employ  a  good 
petty  farmers.  But  the  risks  of  the  arow^,  practised  in  such  branch  of 
future  remained  undiminished.  his  profession,  to  negotiate  the  con- 

"  There  is  but  one  way,  Motmevr  solidation  of  your  mortgages   upon 

Is  Marquis,^^  said  the  family  notary  terms  that  will  enable  you   to  sell 

M.  Hebert,  "  by  which  you  can  put  outlying  portions,   and   so   pay    off 

your   estate  in  comparative   safety,  the   charge   by   instalments    agreed 

Your    father   raised   his   mortgages  upon  ; — to  see  if  some  safe  Company 

from   time    to   time,  as   he   wanted  or  rich  individual  can  be  found  to 

money,  and  often  at  interest  above  undertake  for  a  term  of  years  the 

the   average   market  interest     You  management    of    your    forests,    the 

may  add   considerably  to  your  in-    draining  of  the  S meadows,  the 

come     by    consolidating    all    these  superintendence  of    your  fisheries, 

mortgages  into  one  at  a  lower  per-  &c.     They,   it  is   true,   will  mono- 

centage,    and  in    so  doing  pay  off  polise  the  profits  for  many  years — 

this  formidable  mortgagee,  M.  Lou-  perhaps   twenty  ;     but  you  are  a 

vier,   who,    1    shrewdly   suspect,    is  young    man  ;    at  the   end   of   that 

bent  upon  becoming  the  proprietor  of  time   you   will   re  -  enter    on    your 

Rochebriant      Unfortunately   those  estate    with   a   rental   so   improved 

few  portions  of  your  land  which  were  that  the  mortgages,  now  so  awful, 

but  lightly  charged,  and,  lying  con-  will    seem    to    you    comparatively 

tiguous   to  small   proprietors,   were  trivial." 

coveted    by    them,    and    could    be  In  pursuance  of  this  advice,  the 

advantageously     sold,    are    already  young  Marquis  had  come  to  Paris 

gone  to  pay  the  debts  of  Monsieur  fortified  with  a  letter  from  M.  Hd- 

the  late  Marquis.     There  are,  how-  bert  to  an  avou/  of  eminence,  and 

ever,  two  small  farms,  which,  bor-  with  many  letters  from  his  aunt  to 

dering  close  on  the  town  of  S ,  the  nobles  of  the  Faubourg  connect- 
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ed  with  his  house.     Now  one  rea-  too  secluded  for  his  ago  and  rank, 

son  why  M.  Herbert  had  urged  his  and  that  a  year  at  Paris,  even  if  he 

client  to  undertake  this  important  failed  in  the  object  which  took  him 

business    in    person,    rather    than  there,  would  not  be  thrown  away  in 

volunteer  his  own  services  in  Paris,  the  knowledge  of  men  and  things 

was  somewhat  extra  -  professional,  that  would  fit  him  better  to  grapple 

He  had  a  sincere  and  profound  af-  with  his  difficulties  on  his  return, 

fection  for  Alain  ;  he  felt  compassion  Alain   divided   his    spare    income 

for  that  young  life  so  barrenly  wast-  between  his  aunt  and  himself,  and 

cd  in  seclusion   and    severe   priva-  had  come  to  Paris  resolutely  doter- 

tions ;    he  respected,    but  was   too  mined   to   live  within    the   £200  a- 

j)ractical  a  man  of  business  to  share,  year  which  remained  to  his  share. 

those  chivalrous  sentiments  of  loy-  He  felt  the  revolution  in  his  whole 

alty   to   an    exiled    dynasty   which  being  which  commenced  when  out 

disqualified. the  man  for  the  age  he  of  sight  of  the  petty  principality  in 

lived  in,  and,   if  not  greatly  modi-  which    he   was   the   object  of   that 

fied,   would   cut  him   off*  from   the  feudal  reverence,   still  surviving  in 

hopes  and  aspirations  of  his   eager  the    more    unfrequented    parts     of 

generation.     He  thought    plausibly  Bretagne,  for  the  representatives  of 

enough   that  the  air   of  the  grand  illustrious    names     connected    with 

metropolis    was    necessary    to    the  the     immemorial    legends     of     the 

mental  health,  enfeebled  and  with-  province. 

ering  amidst  the  feudal  mists  of  The  very  bustle  of  a  railway,  with 
Bretagne  ;  that  once  in  Paris,  Alain  its  crowd  and  quickness  and  uncere- 
would  imbibe  the  ideas  of  Paris,  nionious  democracy  of  travel,  serred 
adapt  himself  to  some  career  lead-  to  pain  and  confound  and  humiliate 
ing  to  honour  and  to  fortune,  for  that  sense  of  individual  dignity  in 
which  he  took  facilities  from  his  which  he  had  been  nurtured.  He 
high  birth,  an  historical  name  too  felt  that,  once  away  from  Roche- 
national  for  any  dynasty  not  to  wel-  briant,  he  was  but  a  cipher  in  the 
come  among  its  adherents,  and  an  sum  of  human  beings.  Arrived  at 
intellect  not  yet  sharpened  by  con-  Paris,  and  reaching  the  gloomy  hotel 
tact  and  competition  with  others,  to  which  he  had  been  recommended, 
but  in  itself  vigorous,  habituated  to  he  greeted  even  the  desolation  of 
thought,  and  vivified  by  the  noble  that  solitude  which  is  usually  so 
aspirations  which  belong  to  imagina-  oppressive  to  a  stranger  in  the 
tive  natures.  metropolis  of  his  native  land.  Lone- 
At  the  least,  Alain  would  be  at  liness  was  better  than  the  loss  of 
Paris  in  the  social  position  which  self  in  the  reek  and  pressure  of  an 
would  alford  him  the  opportunities  unfamiliar  throng.  For  the  first 
of  a  marriage,  in  which  his  birth  and  few  days  he  had  wandered  over 
rank  would  be  readily  accepted  as  Paris  without  calling  even  on  the 
an  equivalent  to  some  ample  fortune  avoue  to  whom  M.  Hebert  had 
that  would  serve  to  redeem  the  en-  directed  him.  lie  felt  with  the 
dangered  seigneuries,  lie  there-  instinctive  acuteness  of  a  mind 
fore  warned  Alain  that  the  affair  which,  under  sounder  training,  would 
for  which  he  went  to  Paris  might  have  achieved  no  mean  distinction, 
be  tedious,  that  lawyers  were  always  that  it  was  a  safe  precaution  to  im- 
slow,  and  advised  him  to  calculate  hue  himself  with  the  atmosphere  of 
on  remaining  several  months,  per-  the  place,  seize  on  those  general 
haps  a  year ;  delicately  suggesting  ideas  which  in  great  capitals  are  so 
that  his  rearing  hitherto  had  been  contagious  that  they  are  often  m(fft 
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accurately  caught  by  the  first  im-  large  sum  wanted,  Monsieur  le  Mar- 
pressions  than  by  subsequent  habit,  qui^^  and  not  to  be  had  easily." 
before  ho   brought  his    mind    into  "Nevertheless,"  said  Alain,  quiet- 
contact  with  those  of  the  individuals  ly,  **  I   should    imagine    that    there 
he  had  practically  to  deal  with.  must  be  many  capitalists  in   Paris 

At  last  he  repaired  to  the  avovS,  willing  to  invest  in  good  securities 

M.     Gandrin,     Rue     St.    Florentin.  at  fair  interest" 

He    had    mechanically  formed    his  "  You    are    mistaken,    Marquis ; 

idea  of  the  abode  and  person  of  an  very    few    such     capitalists.      Men 

atoue  from  his  association   with  M.  worth  money  nowadays   like  quick 

Hebert     He  expected  to  find  a  dull  returns  and  large  profits,  thanks  to 

house    in    a    dull    street    near    the  the    magnificent    system  of    Credit 

centre  of  business,  remote  from  the  Mohilier^    in    which,    as    you    are 

haunts  of  idlers,  and  a  grave  man  of  aware,  a  man  may  place  his  money 

unpretending  exterior  and  matured  in  any   trade  or    speculation  with- 

years.  out    liabilities    beyond    his    share. 

He    arrived    at    a    hotel     newly  Capitalists  are  nearly  all  traders  or 

fronted,    richly   decorated,    in     the  speculators." 

&shionable  quartier  close  by  the  "Then,"  said  the  Marquis,  half 
Tuileries.  He  entered  a  wide  porte  rising,  "  I  am  to  presume,  sir,  that 
eoeherej  and  was  directed  by  the  you  are  not  likely  to  assist  me." 
concierge  to  mount  au  premier.  "No,  I  don't  say  that.  Marquis. 
There,  first  detained  in  an  office  I  will  look  with  care  into  the  mat- 
faultlessly  neat,  with  spruce  young  ter.  Doubtless  you  have  with  you 
men  at  smart  desks,  he  was  at  an  abstract  of  the  necessary  docu- 
length  admitted  into  a  noble  salon,  ments,  the  conditions  of  the  present 
and  into  the  presence  of  a  gentle-  mortgages,  the  rental  of  the  estate, 
man  lounging  in  an  easy-chair  before  its  probable  prospects,  and  so  forth." 
a  magnificent  bureau  of  w2ar^?/<'^«nV,  "Sir,  I  have  such  an  abstract 
genre  Louis  Seize,  engaged  in  pat-  with  me  at  Paris ;  and  having  gone 
ting  a  white  curly  lapdog,  with  a  into  it  myself  with  M.  Hebert,  I 
pomted  nose  and  a  shrill  bark.  can  pledge  you  my  word  that  it  is 

The    gentleman    rose   politely   on  strictly  faithful  to  the  facts." 

his  entrance,  and  released  the  dog.  The  Marquis  said  this  with  naive 

who,    after    sniffing     the    Marquis,  simplicity,  as  if  his  words  were  quite 

condescended  not  to  bite.  sufficient    to    set    that   part  of  the 

^^  Monsieur  le    Marquis,^*  said  M.  question  at  rest 

Gandrin,   glancing  at  the   card  and  M.  Gandrin   smiled    politely  and 

the     introductory     note    from      M.  said,  "-£*/*  hien,  M.    le  Marquis:  fa- 

Hebert,   which  Alain    had  sent   in,  vour   mo    with    the   abstract;  in    a 

and  which  lay  on  the  secretaire  be-  week's    time    you     shall    have    my 

side  heaps  of  letters  nicely  arranged  opinion.     You  enjoy  Paris  ?    Great- 

and  labelled,  "charmed  to  make. the  ly  improved    under  the    Emperor; 

honour  of  your  acquaintance;    just  the  salons,  indeed,  are   hardly  open 

arrived  at  Paris  ?     So  M.  Hebert —  yet.     A   propos,    Madame    Gandrin 

a  very  worthy  person  whom  I  have  receives  to-morrow   evening ;    allow 

never  seen,  but  with  whom  I  have  me  that  opportunity  to  present  you 

had  correspondence — tells    me  you  to  her." 

wish    for    my  advice ;   in  fact,    he  Unprepared     for     the     proffered 

wrote  to  me  some  days  ago,   men-  hospitality,    the    Marquis     had    no 

tioning  the  business  in   question —  option  but  to  murmur  his  gratifica- 

consohdation  of  mortgages.     A  very  tion  and  assent 
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In  a  minuto  moro  he  was  in  the  less  Rochebriant,  whether  in  a  garret 
streets.  The  next  evening  he  went  or  a  palace.  The  Vandemars,  in 
to  Madame  Gandrin's — a  brilliant  fact,  though  for  many  generations 
reception — a  whole  moving  flower-  before  the  First  Revolution-  a  puis- 
bed  of  *  decorations  *  there.  Hav-  sant  and  brilliant  family,  had  fil- 
ing gone  through  the  ceremony  of  ways  recognised  the  Rochebriants 
presentation  to  Madame  Gandrin —  as  the  head  of  their  house— the 
a  handsome  woman  dressed  to  per-  trunk  from  which  they  had  been 
fcction,  and  conversing  with  the  slipped  in  the  fifteenth  century, 
secretary  to  an  embassy — the  young  when  a  younger  son  of  the  Roche- 
f  oble  ensconced  himself  in  an  obscure  briants  married  a  wealthy  heiress 
And  quiet  corner,  observing  all,  and  and  took  the  title,  w^ith  the  lands  of 
imagining  that  he  escaped  obscrva-  Vandemar. 

tion.  And  as  the  young  men  of  Since  then  the  two  families  bad 
his  own  years  glided  by  him,  or  as  often  intermarried.  The  present 
their  talk  reached  his  ears,  he  be-  Count  had  a  reputation  for  ability, 
came  aware  that  from  top  to  toe,  was  himself  a  large  proprietor,  and 
within  and  without,  he  was  old-  might  furnish  advice  to  guide  him 
fashioned,  obsolete,  not  of  his  race,  with  M.  (iandrin.  The  Hotel  de 
not  of  his  day.  His  rank  ib^elf  Vandemar  stood  facing  the  old  Hotel 
seemed  to  him  a  waste-paper  title-  de  Rochebriant ;  it  was  less  spaci- 
deed  to  a  heritage  long  lapsed,  ous,  but  not  less  venerable,  gloomy. 
Not  thus  the  princely  seigneurs  of  and  prison-like. 
Rochebriant  made  their  (h'huf  at  As  he  turned  his  eyes  from  the 
the  capital  of  their  nation.  They  annorial  scutcheon  which  still  rest- 
had  had  the  entree  to  the  cabinets  ed,  though  chipped  and  mouldering, 
of  their  kings  ;  they  had  glittered  over  the  portals  of  his  lost  ancestral 
in  the  halls  of  Versailles  ;  they  had  house,  and  was  about  to  cross  the 
held  high  ]>osts  of  distinction  in  street,  two  young  men,  who  seemed 
court  and  camp  ;  the  groat  Order  of  two  or  three  years  older  than  him- 
St.  Louis  had  seemed  their  heredi-  self,  emerged  on  horseback  from  the 
tary  appanage.  His  father,  though  Hotel  de  Vandemar. 
a  voluntary  exile  in  manhood,  had  Handsome  young  men,  with  the 
been  in  childhood  a  king^s  page,  lofty  look  of  the  old  race,  dressed 
and  throughout  life  remained  the  with  the  punctilious  care  of  person 
associate  of  princes  ;  and  here,  in  which  is  not  foppery  in  men  of 
an  aro7t(V8  soiree,  unknown,  unre-  birth,  but  seems  part  of  the  self- 
garded,  an  expectant  on  an  arotte's  respect  that  appertains  to  the  old 
]tatronage,  stood  the  last  lord  of  chivalric  point  of  honour.  The 
Rochebriant.  horse  of  one  of  these  cavaliers  made 

It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  Alain  a  caracole  which  brought  it  neariy 

did  not  stay  long.     But   he  stayed  upon  Alain  as  he  was  about  to  cross. 

l,>ng  enough  to  convince  him   that  The  rider,  checking  his  steed,  lifted 

0.1  £200  a-year  the  polite  society  of  his  hat  to  Alain  and  uttered  a  word 

Paris,  oven  as  seen  at  M.  Gandrin\<,  of    ai)ology  in  the    courtesy  of  an- 

was  not  for  him.     Nevertheless,   a  cient    high-breeding,   but  still  with 

day  or  two  after,  ho  resolved  to  call  condescension    as     to     an    inferior. 

upon  the  nearest  of  his  kinsmen  to  This  little  incident,  and   the  slight- 

whom  his  aunt  had  given  him  let-  ing    kind    of  notice    received    from 

ters.     With    the  Count  do  Vande-  coevals  of  his  own  birth,  and  doaht- 

mar,  one  of  his  fellow-nobles  of  the  less  his  own  blood — ^for  he  divined 

sacred  Faubourg,   he  should  be  no  truly  that  they  were  the  sons  of  the 
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Count    de   Vandemar — disconcerted  with  your  father^s  conduct,  of  course 

Alain  to  a  degree  which  perhaps  a  it  is  no  business  of  mine :  he  never 

Frenchman   alone  can   comprehend,  injured  me.     I    presume,    however, 

He  had  even  half  a  mind  to  give  up  that,  considering  my  years  and  my 

his  visit  and  turn   back.     However,  character,  you  come  to  me  for  advice 

his   native  manhood   prevailed  over  — is  it  so  ?" 

that    morbid     sensitiveness    which,        Alain  bowed  his  head  in  assent, 
bom  out  of  the  union  of  pride  and        "  There  are  four  courses  for  one 

poverty,  has  all  the  effects   of  van-  in  your  position  to  take,"  said  the 

ity,  and  yet  is  not  vanity  itself.  Count,    placing    the    index    of    the 

The  Count  was  at  home,  a  thin  right  hand  successively  on  the  thumb 

spare  man  with  a  narrow  but  high  and  three  fingers  of  the  left — "four 

forehead,  and  an  expression  of  coun-  courses,  and  no  more, 
tenance   keen,    severe,   and   un  pen        "1st.  To  do  as  your  notary  recom- 

moqueuse.  mended:  consolidate  your  mortgages, 

Ho  received  the  Marquis,  how-  patch  up  your  income  as  you  best 
ever,  at  first  with  great  cordiality,  can,  return  to  Rochebriant,  and  de- 
kissed  him  on  both  sides  of  his  vote  the  rest  of  your  existence  to 
cheek,  called  him  "  cousin,"  ex-  the  preservation  of  your  property, 
pressed  immeasurable  regret  that  By  that  course  your  life  will  be  one 
the  Countess  was  gone  out  on  one  of  permanent  privation,  severe  strug- 
of  the  missions  of  charity  in  which  gle  ;  and  the  probability  is  that  you 
the  great  ladies  of  the  Faubourg  will  not  succeed :  there  will  come 
religiously  interest  themselves,  and  one  or  two  bad  seasons,  the  farmers 
that  his  sons  had  just  ridden  forth  will  fail  to  pay,  the  mortgagee  will 
to  the  Bois.  foreclose,  and  you  may  find  yourself. 

As     Alain,    however,     proceeded,  after  twenty  years  of    anxiety  and 

simply  and  without  false  shame,  to  torment,  prematurely  old  and  with- 

communicatc  the  object  of  his  visit  out  a  sou. 

at  Paris,  the  extent  of  his  liabilities,  "  Course  the  2d.  Kochebriant, 
and  the  penury  of  his  means,  the  though  so  heavily  encumbered  as  to 
smile  vanished  from  the  Count^s  yield  you  some  such  income  as  your 
face ;  he  somewhat  drew  back  his  father  gave  to  his  chef  de  cuisine^ 
fauteull  in  the  movement  common  is  still  one  of  those  superb  terres 
to  men  who  wish  to  estrange  them-  which  bankers  and  Jews  and  stock- 
selves  from  some  other  man's  diffi-  jobbers  court  and  hunt  after,  for 
culties  ;  and  when  Alain  came  to  a  which  they  will  give  enormous  sums, 
close,  the  Count  remained  some  mo-  \i  you  place  it  in  good  hands,  I 
uients  seized  with  a  slight  cough ;  do  not  doubt  that  you  could  dispose 
and,  gazing  intently  on  the  carpet,  of  the  property  within  three  months, 
at  length  he  said,  "  My  dear  young  on  terms  that  would  leave  you  a 
friend,  your  father  behaved  extreme-  considerable  surplus,  which,  invested 
ly  ill  to  you — dishonourably,  fraud-  with  judgment,  would  afford  you 
ulently."  whereon  you  could  hvo  at  Paris  in 

"  Hold !"  said  the  Marquis,  colour-  a  way  suitable  to   your  rank  and 

ing    high.     "Those    are    words    no  age. — Need  we    go    further? — doe* 

man  can  apply  to  my  father  in  my  this  course  smile  to  you  ?" 
presence."  "Pass  on,  Count;  I  will  defend 

The   Count  stared,  shrugged  his  to  the  last  what  I  take  from  my 

shoulders,    and    replied    with    sang  ancestors,    and    cannot    voluntarily 

froid —  sell  their  roof  tree  and  their  tombs." 

"  Marquis,   if  you  are   contented        "  Your  name  would  still  remain, 
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and  you  would  be  just  as  well  receiv-  "  The  last  all  of  us  did  in  the  old 
cd  in  Paris,  and  your  noblesse  just  retjimc^  Marquis.  Though  I  still 
as  implicitly  conceded,  if  all  Judea  retain  the  title  of  Vandemar,  my 
encamped  upon  Rochebriant.  Con-  property  comes  from  the  Farmer- 
sider  how  few  of  us  (jcntiUhommes  (leneral's  daugjliter,  whom  my  (^cat- 
of  the  old  retjlme  have  any  domains  grandfather,  happily  for  us,  married 
left  to  us.  Our  names  alone  survive ;  in  the  days  of  Louis  Quinzc.  Mar- 
no  revolution  can  elliice  themy  riages  with  people  of  sense  and  rank 

"  ft  may  be  so,  but  pardon  me ;  have  always  been  tnarriitges  de  con- 

there  are  subjects  on  which  we  can-  rctmnrc    in    France.     It   is  only   in 

not  reason — we  can  but  feel.     Roche-  le  petit  monde  that  men  having  noth- 

briant  may  be  torn  from  me,  but  I  inp:  marry  pirls  having  nothing,  and 

cannot  yield  it."  1  don't  believe  they  are  a   bit  the 

**  I  proceed  to  the  third  course.  hapi)ier  for  it.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Keep  the  chateau  and  give  up  its  (juarrels  de  ininatje  leading  to  fright- 
traditions  ;  remain  de  faeto  Marquis  f  ul  crimes  api)ear  by  the  *  Gneette 
of  Rochebriant,  but  accept  the  new  dea  TrUnnuiux''  to  be  chiefly  found 
order  of  things.  Make  yourself  among  those  who  do  not  sell  thorn- 
known  to  the  peoi)le  in  power,  selves  at  the  altar." 
They  will  be  charmed  to  welcome  The  old  Count  said  this  with  a 
you;  —  a  convert  from  the  old  no-  grim  j}e.rHiJltitje.  Ho  was  a  Vol- 
hlefn^c    is    a    guarantee   of    stability  tairian. 

of  the   new   system.     You   will    be  Voltairianism     deserted     by     the 

placed  in  dipl<)ma<'y  ;  ellloresre  into  modern    Liberals  of  Franco  has  its 

an     ambassador,     a     minister — and  chief    cultivation    nowadays   among 

ministers  nowadays   have    opportu-  the  wits  of  the  old  re*jime.     They 

nities  to  become  enormously  rich."  pick    up   its  light  weapons   on   the 

*'That  course  is  not  less  impos-  battle-field  on  which    their    fathers 

sible  than  the  hi  t.     Till  Henry  V.  perished,  and  re-feather  against  the 

formally    resign    liis    right    to    the  ranaiUe  the  shafts  which  had  been 

throne  of  St  Loui  ,  I  can  be  servant  jiointed  against  the  nobleMe. 

to   no   other   man    seated    on    that  "Adieu,    Count,"  said  Alain,  ris- 

throne.''  ing ;  *'  I  (to  not  thank  you  less  for 

"  Such,   too,   is   my    creed,"   said  your  advi(;e  l)ecausc  I  have  not  the 

the  Count,  *'  and  1  cling  to  it ;  but  wit  to  profit  by  it."    . 

my  estate  is  not  mortgaged,  and  I  *'  A  u  reroir,  my  cousin  ;  you  will 

have  neither  the  tastes  nor  the  age  think  better   of    it  when  you  haTe 

for  ]>ublic   employments.     The  last  been  a  month  or  two  at  Paris.     Bj" 

course  i><  perhaps   better    than   the  the   way,    my    wife    receives   cvoiy 

rest;  at  all  events  it  is  the  easiest.  Wednesday;     consider    our     hooso 

A    we^ilthy    marriage ;     even    if    it  yours." 

uuist  be  a  jurxalliaure.     I   think  at  **  (^)unt^    can    1    enter    into    the 

your    age,    with    your    ai>pearance,  world  which  Madame   la    (Jomtme 

that    your  name  is  worth   at  least  receives,  in    the  way  that   becomi 

two  million  francs  in    the  eyes   of  my  birth,  on  the  income  I  take  £i 

a  rich   roturier  with    an   ambitious  my  fortune  y" 

daughter."  The     Count     hesitated.       "No,' 

**  Alas  !"  said  the  young  man,  ris-  said  he  at  last,  frankly ;  "  not  becauai 

ing,  **  I  see  I  shall  have  to  go  back  you  will  be  less  welcome  or  less 

to   Rochebriant.     I  cannot    sell  my  s]>ected,  but  because  1  see  that 

castle,  I  cannot  sell  my  creed,  and  have  all  the  pride  and  sensitiven 

I  cannot  sell  my  name  and  myself."  of  a  sei'jneur  de  province. 
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would  therefor©  give  you  pain,  not  candour ;  and  I  now  acknowledge 
pleasure.  More  than  this,  I  know  that  I  have  found  a  relation  and  a 
by  the  remembrance  of  my  own  guide,"  answered  the  Marquis,  with 
youth,  and  the  sad  experience  of  a  nobility  of  mien  that  was  not  with- 
my  own  sons,  that  you  would  be  out  a  pathos  which  touched  the  hard 
irresistibly  led  into  debt,  and  debt  heart  of  the  old  man. 
in  your  circumstances  would  be  the  "  Come  at  least  whenever  you 
loss  of  Rochebriant.  No ;  I  invite  want  a  sincere  if  a  rude  friend  ;" 
you  to  visit  us.  I  offer  you  the  and  though  he  did  not  kiss  his 
most  select  but  not  the  most  bril-  cousin's  cheek  this  time,  he  gave 
liant  circles  of  Paris,  because  my  him,  with  more  sincerity,  a  parting 
wife  is  religious,  and  frightens  away  shake  of  the  hand, 
the  birds  of  gay  plumage  with  the  And  these  made  the  principal 
scarecrows  of  priests  and  bishops,  events  in  Alain's  Paris  life  till  he 
But  if  you  accept  my  invitation  met  Frederic  Lemercier.  Hitherto 
and  my  offer,  1  am  bound,  as  an  old  he  had  received  no  definite  answer 
man  of  the  world  to  a  young  kins-  from  M.  Gandrin,  who  had  post- 
man, to  say  that  the  chances  are  poned  an  interview,  not  having  had 
that  you  will  be  ruined."  leisure  to  make  himself  master  of  all 
**  I   thank   you.    Count,  for  your  the  details  in  the  abstract  sent  to  him. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  next  day,  towards  the  after-  Alain   described    the    state   of    his 

noon,  Frederic  Lemercier,  somewhat  affairs,  the  nature  of  his  mortgages, 

breathless  from  the  rapidity  at  which  and  the  result  of  his  interview  with 

he  had  ascended  to  so  high  an  emi-  M.  Gandrin. 

nence,  burst  into  Alain's  chamber.  Frederic       listened      attentively. 

"  Pr-r  !  mon  cher ;  what   superb  "  Then   Gandrin   has  given   you  as 

exercise  for  the  health — how  it  must  yet  no  answer  ?" 

strengthen  the  muscles  and  expand  "  None :  but   I  have  a  note  from 

the   chest;    after   this,  who  should  him  this  morning. asking  mc  to  call 

shrink  from  scaling  Mont  Blanc  ? —  to  morrow." 

AVell,  well      I  have  been  meditating  "  After  you   have   seen  him,  de- 

on    your    business    ever    since    we  cide   on  nothing — if  ho   makes  you 

parted.     But    I    would    fain    know  any   offer   get   back   your   abstract, 

piore     of     its     details.     You     shall  or  a  copy  of  it,  and  confide  it  to  me. 

confide    them    to  me    as   we   drive  Gandrin    ought    to    help    you ;    ho 

through    the    Bois.     My    coupe    is  transacts    affairs    in   a    large    way. 

below,   and  the   day  is  beautiful —  Belle  clientele  among  the  million' 

come."  aire9.     But  his  clients   expect  fab- 

To  the  young  Marquis,  the  gaiety,  ulous  profits,  and  so  does  he.  As 
the  heartiness  of  his  college  friend  for  your  principal  mortgagee,  Lou- 
were  a  cordial.  How  different  from  vier,  you  know  of  course  who  he  is." 
the  dry  counsels  of  the  Count  de  **No,  except  th?^t  M.  Hebert  told 
Vanderaar  !  Hope,  though  vaguely,  me  that  he  was  very  rich." 
entered  into  his  heart.  Willingly  "Rich — I  should  think  so;  one 
he  accepted  Frederic's  invitation,  of  the  Kings  of  Finance.  Ah ! 
and  the  young  men  were  soon  observe  those  young  men  on  horse- 
rapidly  borne  along  the  Champs  back." 
Elysees.     As    briefly    as    he    could  Alain  looked  forth  and  recognised 
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tho    two    cavaliers   whom    he    had  committal  of  what  the  Church  holds 

conjectured  to  be  the  sojis  of  the  a  mortal  sin." 

Count  vie  Vandemar.  "  Are  you  speaking  ironically  ?  Do 

**  Those    hcaux    gar^ona  are    fair  you  mean  to  imply  that  men  of  the 

specimens  of  your  Faubourg,"  said  name  of  Vandemar  are  not  brave  ?** 

Frederic  ;  ''  they  would  decline  my  **  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  that, 

acquaintance    because    my    grand-  though  masters  of   their   weapons, 

father  kept  a  shop,  and  they  keep  they   are  too  brave  to  abuse  their 

n  shop  between  them  !"  skill ;  and  I  must  add,  that  though 

**  A  shop — I  am  mistaken,  then,  they  are  sleeping  partners  in  a  shop, 

Who  are  they  V  they  would  not  cheat  you  of  a  far- 

**  Raoul  and  Enguerrand,  sons  of  thing. — Benign  stars    on    earth,  as 

that  mocker  of    man  the  Count   dc  Castor  and  Pollux  were  in  heaven." 

Vandemar."  "  But  partners  in  a  shop !" 

"  And    they  keep    a  shop  I    you  "  Bah  !  when  a  minister  himself, 

are  jesting."    #  like  the  late  M.  de  M ,  kept  a 

**  A  shop  at  which  you  may  buy  shop,  and  added  the  profits  of  fton- 

gloves    and    perfumes,    Rue  do    la  Vons  to  his  revenue,  you  may  form 

Chaussee  d' Antin.     Of  course  they  some  idea  of  the  spirit  of  the  age.     If 

don't   pcr\'e  at  the  counter ;    they  young  nobles  are  not  generally  sleep- 

only  invest  their  pocket  money  in  ing  partners  in  shops,  still  they  are 

the  speculation,  and   in   so  doing —  more  or  less  adventurers  in  commerce, 

treble  at  least  their  pocket-money.  The  Bourse  is  the  profession  of  those 

buy  their   horses,   and    keep  their  who  have  no  other  possession.     You 

grooms."  have  visited  the  Bourse .?" 

"  Is  it  possible !   nobles  of   such  "  No.'' 

birth!     How    shocked     the    Count  **  No !    this  is  just  the  hour;  we 

would  be  if  he  knew  it  I"  have  time  yet  for  the  Bois. — Coach- 

"  Yes,  very  much  shocked   if  he  man,  drive  to  tho  Bourse y 

was  sui)posed  to  know  it.     But  he  **  The  fact  is,"  resumed  Frederic, 

is  too  wise  a  father  not  to  give  his  *'  that  gambling  is  one  of  the  wants 

sons    limited    allowances    and    un-  of  civilised  men.     The  rouge-et-noir 

limited  liberty,  especially  the  liberty  and  roulette  tables  are  forbidden — 

to  add   to   the  allowances  as   they  the  hells  closed ;  but  the  passion  for 

please.     Look   again   at    them  ;    no  makin<::  money  without  working  for 

better  riders  and  more  affectionate  it  must  have  its  vent,  and  tliat  vent 

brothers   since  the  date  of  Castor  is   the    Bourse.     As    instead    of    a 

and    Pollux.     Their  tastes,   indeed,  hundred  wax- lights  you  now  have 

differ:  Haoul  is  religous  and  moral,  onejetof  gas,  so  instead  of  a  hundred 

melancholy  and   dignified ;   Enguer-  hells  you    have    now   one    Bourie^ 

rand  is  a  lion  of  the  first  water, —  and — it  is  exceedingly  convenient ; 

elegant    to    the    tips    of   his    nails,  always  at  hand ;  no  discredit  being 

These    demigods    are    nevertheless  seen  there,  as  it  was  to  bo  seen  at 

very    mild     to     mortals.      Though  Frascati's — on  the  contrary,  at  once 

Enguerrand  is  the  best  pistol-shot  respectable,  and  yet  tho  modey 

in  Paris,  and  Raoul  the  best  fencer.  The  coupe  stops  at  tho  Bour^e^ 

the  first  is   so  good-tempered  that  our  friends  mount  the  steps,  glide 

you  would   be  a  brute   to  quarrel  through   the    pillars,   deposit    their 

with     him ;     the    last    so    true    a  canes  at  a  place  destined   to  guard 

Catholic,    that    if    you    quarrelled  them,  and  the  Marquis  follows  Fre- 

with    him  you  need  fear  not    his  deric  up  a  flight  of  stairs  till  he  eaina 

sword.     lie  would  not  die  in  the  the  open  gallery  round  a  vast  hall  be- 
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low.     Such  a  din !  such  a  clamour !  men  not  on  Exchange,  especially  if 

disputatious,  wrangling,  wrathful.  we  adopt  your  law,  and  can  contrive 

Here       Lemercicr     distinguished  to  be  traders  without  risk  of  becom- 

some  friends,  whom  he  joined  for   a  ing  bankrupts.     Napoleon  I.  called 

few  minutes.  us   a    shopkeeping    nation.      Napo- 

Alain,  left  alone,  looked  down  into  leon    III.     has    l^ught    France    to 

the   hall.     He   thought    himself    in  excel  us  in  everything,  and  certainly 

some  stormy  scene  of  the  First  Revo-  he  has  made  Paris   a  shopkeeping 

lution.     An  English  contested  elec-  city." 

tion  in  the  market-place  of  a  borough  Alain     thought    of     Raoul    and 

when   the    candidates    are   running  Engu errand,   and    blushed    to  find 

close  on  each  other,  the  result  doubt-  that  what  he  considered  a  blot  on 

ful,    passions    excited,     the     whole  his   countrymen   was   so    familiarly 

borough  in  civil  war,  is  peaceful  com-  perceptible  to  a  foreigner's  eye. 

pared  to  the  scene  at  the -B<?Mr«^.  "And    the    Emperor    has    done 

Bulls  and  bears  screaming,  bawl-  wisely,  at  least  for  the  time,"  con- 
ing, gesticulating,  as  if  one  were  about  tinued  the  Englishman,  with  a  more 
to  strangle  the  other  ;  the  whole,  to  thoughtful  accent.  "  He  has  found 
an  uninitiated  eye,  a  confusion,  a  vent  thus  for  that  very  dangerous 
Babel,  which  it  seems  absolutely  im-  class  in  Paris  society  to  which  the 
possible  to  reconcile  to  the  notion  of  subdivision  of  property  gave  birth — 
quiet  mercantile  transactions,  the  viz.,  the  crowd  of  well-bom,  daring 
purchase  and  sale  of  shares  and  young  men  without  fortune  and  with- 
stocks.  As  Alain  gazed  bewildered,  out  profession.  He  has  opened  the 
he  felt  himself  gently  touched,  and.  Bourse  and  said,  *  There,  1  give  you 
looking  round,  saw  the  Englishman,  employment,   resource,    an    avenir."* 

"  A  lively  scene !"  whispered  Mr.  He  has  cleared  the  byways  into  com- 

Vane.     *'  This  is  the  heart  of  Paris :  merce  and  trade,  and  opened  new 

it  beats  very  loudly."  avenues   of  wealth  to  the  nollesse^ 

'*  Is  your  Bourse  in  London  like  whom  the  great  Revolution   so   un- 

this  V"  wisely  beggared.     What  other  way 

"  I  cannot  tell  you ;  at  our  Ex-  to  rebuild  a  noblesse  in  France,  and 
change  the  general  public  are  not  give  it  a  chance  of  power  because 
admitted ;  the  privileged  priests  of  an  access  to  fortune !  But  to  how 
that  temple  sacrifice  their  victims  in  many  sides  of  your  national  charac- 
closed  penetralia,  beyond  which  the  ter  has  the  Bourse  of  Paris  mag- 
sounds  made  in  the  operation  do  not  netic  attraction  ?  You  Frenchmen 
travel  to  ears  profane.  But  had  we  are  so  brave  that  you  could  not  be 
an  Exchange  like  this  open  to  all  happy  without  facing  danger,  so 
the  world,  and  placed,  not  in  a  covetous  of  distinction  that  you 
r^on  of  our  metropolis  unknown  would  pine  yourselves  away  without 
to  fashion,  but  in  some  elegant  a  dash,  coute  que  coUte,  at  celebrity 
square  in  St.  James's  or  at  Hyde  and  a  red  ribbon.  Danger!  look 
Park  Corner,  I  suspect  that  our  na-  below  at  that  arena — there  it  is ; 
tional  character  would  soon  undergo  danger  daily,  hourly.  But  there 
a  great  change,  and  that  all  our  also  is  celebrity ;  win  at  the  Bourse^ 
idlers  and  sporting-men  would  make  as  of  old  in  a  tournment,  and  pala- 
their  books  there  every  day,  instead  dins  smile  on  you,  and  ladies  give 
of  waiting  long  months  in  ennui  for  you  their  scarves,  or,  what  is  much 
the  Doncaster  and  the  Derby.  At  the  same,  they  allow  you  to  buy 
present  we  have  but  few  men  on  their  cachemires.  Win  at  the 
the  turf ;  we  should  then  have  few  Bourse — what  follows  ?  the  Chamber, 
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the  Senate,  the  Cross,  the  Minister's  Duplcssis  at  the  restaurant.  It 
jyorte/euille.  I  might  rejoice  in  all  would  be  diflRcult  to  explain  what 
this  for  the  sake  of  Europe — could  the  change  was,  but  it  forcibly 
it  last,  and  did  it  not  bring  the  struck  Alain :  the  air  was  more  dig- 
consequences  that  follow  the  demo-  nified,  the  expression  keener;  there 
ralisation  which  attends  it.  The  was  a  look  of  conscious  power  and 
Bourse  and  the  CretHt  Mohilier  command  about  the  man  even  at 
keep  Paris  quiet — at  least  as  quiet  that  distance;  the  intense,  concon- 
as  it  can  be.  These  are  the  secrets  trated  intelligence  of  his  eye,  his 
of  this  reign  of  splendour ;  these  firm  lip,  his  marked  features,  hi8 
the  two  liojis  covr/iants  on  which  projecting,  massive  brow,  —  would 
rests  the  throne  of  the  Imperial  re-  have  impressed  a  very  ordinary  ob- 
constructor."  server.     In  fact,  the  man  was  here 

Alain      listened      surprised     and  in  his  native  element — in  the  field 

struck.     He    had    not     given     the  in  which   his  intellect  gloried,  com- 

Lnglishman  credit  for   the  cast  of  manded,   and  have   signalised   itself 

mind  which  such  reflections  evinced,  by  successive  triumphs.     Just  thus 

Here     Lemercier    rejoined   them,  may  be  the  change  in  the  great  ora- 

and  shook  hands  with  Graham  Vane,  tor  whom  you  deemed  insignificant 

who,  taking  him  aside,   said,   "  But  in  a  drawing-room,  when  you  see  his 

3'ou  promised  to  go  to  the  Bois,  and  crest  rise  above  a  reverential   audi- 

indulge    my  insane   curiosity  about  ence ;  or  the  great  soldier,  who  was 

the  lady  in  the  pearl-coloured  robe  V"  not  distinguishable   from  the  subal- 

"  1  have  not  forgotten ;    it  is  not  tern  in  a  peaceful    club,  could  you 

half -past  two  yet;  you  said  three,  see    him  issuing    the    order    to  his 

**^'o?/6'2     tranqille;     I    drive    thither  aides-de-camp  amidst  the  smoke  and 

from  the  Bourse  with  liochcbriant."  roar  of  the  battle-field. 

" Is  it  necessary  to  take  with  you        **Ah,     Marquis!"     said     Graham 

that  very  good-looking  Marquis  V"  Vane,   '*  are  you    gazing  at  Duples- 

**I    thought    you   said   you   were  sis?     He   is   the  modern   genius  of 

not  jealous,  because  not  yet  in  love.  Paris.     He   is  at   once    the  Cousin, 

However,   if    Rochebriant  occasions  the  (iuizot,  and    the    Victor    Hugo 

you   the  pang  which    your  humble  of   speculation.      Philosophy — Elo- 

servant  failed  to  inflict,  I  will  take  quence — audacious  Romance; — all 

care  that  he  do  not  see  the  lady."  Literature  now   is  swallowed   up  in 

"  No,"  said  the  Knglishman ;  *'  on  the  sublime    epic   of  Affiotage,  and 

consideration,  I  should  be  very  much  Huplessis  is  the    poet  of    the   Ein- 

obliged  to  any  one  with  whom  she  pire." 

would  fall  in  love.     That  would  dis-        **  Well    saiil;    M.   Clrann    Vam,'* 

enchant  me.     Take  the  Marquis  by  cried  Frederic,  forgetting  his  recent 

all  means."  lesson    in   English  names.     **  Alain 

Meanwhile   Alain,   agiiin    looking  underrntes   that    great    man.     How 

down,  saw  just  under  him,  close  >)y  could  an  Englishman  appreciate  him 

one  of  the  pillars,  Lucien  Duplessis.  so  well  V'' 

He  was   standing    apart    from  the        ^^  ^fn  foi  f''     returned    Graham, 

throng — a  small  space  cleared  round  quietly  ;  **  I  am  studying  to  think  at 

himself — and  two  men  who  had  the  Paris,  in  order  some  day  or  other  to 

air  of  a  gentlemen  of  the  henu  motuhj  know  how  to  act  in  London.     Time 

with  whom  he  was  conferring.     Du-  for  the  Rois.'    Lemercier,  we  meet 

plessis,  thus  seen,  was  not  like  the  at  seven  —  Philippe's." 
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CHAPTER   V. 

"  What    do    you    think    of    the  seem  rich  in  order  to  become  rich. 

Bourse  V  asked  Lemercier,  as  their  Thus  there  is  a  general  extravagance 

carriage  took  the  way  to  the  Bois.  and     profusion.      English    milords 

"I  cannot  think  of  it  yet;  lam  marvel  at  our  splendour.    Those  who, 

stunned.     It  seems  to  me  as  if  I  had  while  spending  their  capital  as  their 

been    at   a   Sahhat^    of    which    the  income,  fail  in  their  schemes  of  for- 

wizards  were  agents  de  change^  but  tune,  after  one,  two,   three,  or  four 

not  less  bent  upon  raising  Satan.''  years — vanish.     What  becomes   of 

"  Pooh !  the  best  way  to  exorcise  them,  I   know  no  more  than    I   do 

Satan  is  to  get  rich  enough  not  to  what    becomes   of    the  old    moons. 

be  tempted  by  him.     The  fiend   al-  Their  place  is  immediately  supplied 

ways  loved  to  haunt  empty  places  ;  by  new  candidates.     Paris    is  thus 

and  of  all  places  nowadays  he  pre-  kept     perennially    sumptuous     and 

fers  empty  purses  and   empty  stom-  splendid    by    the    gold   it    engulfs. 

achs."  But  then  some  men  succeed — suc- 

"  But  do  all  people  get  rich  at  the  ceed    prodigiously,    preternaturally ; 

Bourse?  or  is  not  one  man's  wealth  they  make  colossal  fortunes,  which 

many  men's  ruin  ?"  are  magnificently  expended.      They 

"  That  is  a  question  not  very  easy  set  an  example  of  show  and  pomp, 

to  answer ;  but    under    our  present  which  is  of  course  the  more   conta- 

system  Paris  gets    rich,   though  at  gious   because    so   many   men   say, 

the  expense  of  individual  Parisians.  *  The  other  day   those  millionaires 

I  will  try  and  explain.     The  average  were  as  poor  as  we  are ;  they  never 

luxury  is  enormously  increased  even  economised ;  why  should  we  ?'  Paris 

in  my  experience ;  what  were  once  is   thus   doubly   enriched  —  by  the 

considered  refinements  and  fopperies  fortunes  it  swallows  up,  and  by  the 

are  now  called  necessary  comforts,  fortunes  it  casts  up ;  the  last  being 

^ces  are  risen  enormously, — house-  always    reproductive,   and  the   first 

J^nt  doubled  within  the  last  five  or  never  lost    except   to*    the   individ- 

six years;  all  articles  of  luxury  are  uals." 

^6ry  much  dearer ;  the  very  gloves         "  I  understand  :  but  what  struck 

I  Wear  cost  twenty  per   cent  more  me  forcibly  at   the    scene  we   have 

tWi  I  used  to  pay  for  gloves  of  the  left  was  the  number  of  young  men 

s*nie  quality.      How  the  people  we  there;  young  men  whom  I  should 

^eet  live,  and  live   so  well,    is   an  judge    by   their  appearance    to  be 

enigma  that  would   defy  (Edipus  if  gentlemen,  evidently  not  mere  spec- 

^dipus   were  not  a  Parisian.     But  tators — eager,  anxious,  with'  tablets 

J«e  main  explanation  is  this :  specu-  in  their  hands.     That    old  or  mid- 

jation  and  commerce,  with  the  facil-  die-aged  men  should  find  a  zest  in 

ities  given  to  all   investments,  have  the  pursuit  of  gain  I  can  understand, 

'^ly  opened  more    numerous   and  but  youth  and  avarice  seem  to  me 

nore  rapid  ways    to  fortune   than  a  new  combination,  which   Moli^ro 

were  known  a  few  years  ago.  never  divined  in  his  ^Avare.'' " 

"Crowds  are  thus  attracted  to  Paris,         "  Young  men,  especially  if  young 

resolved    to  venture  a  small  capital  gentlemen,  love  pleasure ;  and  pleas- 

in  the  hope  of   a  large    one ;   they  ure  in  this  city  is  very  dear.     This 

live  on  that  capital,  not  on  their  in-  explains  why  so  many  young  men 

come,  as  gamesters  do.     There  is  an  frequent  the   Bourse.      In  the  old 

idea  among  us  that  it  is  necessary  to  gaming-tables  now  suppressed,  young 


414                                      The  Parmam. — Booh  I.  [Oct 

men  were  the  majority  ;  in  the  days  lie  sighed  with  a  melancholy  and 

of  your  chivalrous  forefathers  it  was  yet  with  a  generous  envy.     He  had 

the  young  nobles,  not  the  old,  who  too  fine  a  natural  perception  not  to 

would  stake  their  very  mantles  and  acknowledge  that  there  is  a  rank  of 

swords  on  a  cast  of  the  die.     And  mind  as  well  as  of  birth,  and  in  the 

naturally  enough,  mon  cher ;  for  is  first  he  felt  that  Lemercier  might 

not  youth  the  season  of  hope,  and  well   walk    before  a    Kochcbriant ; 

is   not   hope   the  goddess   of   gam-  but  his  very  humility  was  a    proof 

ing,  whether  at  range  et  nolr  or  the  that  he  underrated  himself. 

Bourse?'^  Lemercier  did  not  excal  him  in 

Alain  felt  himself  more  Jind  more  mind,  but  in  experience.     And  just 

behind  his  generation.     The    acute  as  the  drilled  soldier  seems  a  much 

reasoning  of  Lemercier  humbled  his  finer  fellow    than  the   raw   recruit, 

auwvr  pro-pre.     At    college  Lemer-  because  he  knows  how  to  carry  him- 

cier  was  never    considered   Alain's  self,    but  after    a  year's   discipline 

equal   in   ability    or   book-learning,  the  raw  recruit  may  excel  in  martial 

"What  a    stride  beyond  his    school-  air  the  upright  hero  whom  he  now 

fellow  had    Lemercier  now  made!  despairingly     admires,     and    never 

How    dull   and    stupid    the    young  dreams  he  can  rival ;  so  set  a  mind 

provincial  felt  himself  to  be  as  com-  from  a  village  into  the    drill  of  a 

pared  with  the  easy  cleverness  and  capital,  and  see  it  a  year  after ;  it 

half-sportive  philosophy  of  the  Pari-  may  tower  a  head  higher  than   its 

sian's  fluent  talk!  recruiting  sergeant 


CHAPTER    VI. 

"  I  believe,"   said    Lemercier,   as        "  It    is   very   droll    that   though 

tlie  couyt  rolled  through  the  lively  the    middle   class     entirely  goyem 

alleys    of    the     liois  de  Boulogne,  the  melancholy    Albion,   it    is    the 

*'  that  Paris  is  built  on  a  loadstone,  only    country  in    ICuropo    in  which 

and    that  every    Frenchman    with  the    middle    class     seem     to  have 

some    iron    globules    in    his   blood  no  amusements ;   nay,     they    legis- 

is  irresistibly   attracted  towards  it  late  against  amusement     They  have 

The  English   never  seem  to  feel  for  no    leisure-day    but    Sunday ;    and 

London     the     passionate     devotion  on   that  day   they    close  all    their 

that  we  feel  for  Paris.     On   the  con-  theatres, — even  their  museums  and 

trary,  the  London  middle  class,  the  picture  -  galleries.      What      amuse- 

commercialists,  the  shopkeepers,  the  mcnts  there  may  be  in  England  are 

clerks,    even   the    superior  artisans  for  the  higher  classes  and  the  lowest*^ 
compelled  to  do  their    business  in        ^' What  are  the  amusements  of  the 

the   capital,  seem   always  scheming  lowest  class  V" 
and  pining  to  have   their  home  out        "  CJetting  drunk." 
of  it  though  but  in  a  suburb."  "  Nothing  else  ?" 

"  You     have    been    in   London,        "  Yes,    1    was    taken     at     night 

Frederic  V"  under    protection    of    a    policeman 

"  Of  course  ;  it  is  the  mode  to  visit  to  some    cahireU^   where    [   found 

that  dull  and  hideous  metroplis."  crowds  of  that  cla.ss  which  is  the 

^^  If  it  be   dull   and   hideous,  no  stratum  below  the    working   class: 

wonder  the   people  who    are  com-  lads  who  sweep  crossings  and  hold 

pelled  to  do  business  in  it  seek  the  horses,  mendicants,  and,  I  was  told, 

pleasures  of  home  out  of  it."  thieves,  girls  whom  a  servant-mai^a 
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would  not  speak  to — very  merry —  "Ah !"  Here  Lemercier  pulled  the 

dancing  quadrilles  and  waltzes,  and  check-string.     "  Will  you  object  to  a 

regaling  themselves  on   sausages —  walk  in  this  quiet  alley  ?  I  see  some 

the  happiest  looking  folks  I   found  one  whom  I  have  promised  the  Eng- 

in  all  London — and,  I  must  say,  con-    lishman  to But  heed  me,  Alain ; 

ducting  themselves  very  decently.  don't  fall  in  love  with  her." 


CHAPTER   VII. 

The  lady  in  the  pearl-coloured  Parisian,  "and  we  can  observe  her 
dress  I  Certainly  it  was  a  face  that  more  attentively  and  more  respect- 
might  well  arrest  the  eye  and  linger  fully  thus  seated  than  if  we  were 
long  on  the  remembrance.  on  foot ;  meanwhile,  what    do   you 

There  are  certain  *  beauty-women '  think  of  her?  Is  she  French — is  she 
as  there  are  certain  *  beauty-men,'  in  Italian  ? — can  she  be  English  F" 
whose  features  one  detects  no  fault  "  I  should  have  guessed  Italian, 
— who  arc  the  show  figures  of  any  judging  by  the  darkness  of  the  hair 
assembly  in  which  they  appear —  and  the  outline  of  the  features  ;  but 
but  who,  somewhow  or  other,  inspire  do  Italians  have  so  delicate  a  fair- 
no  sentiment  and  excite  no  interest ;  ness  of  complexion  ?" 
they  lack  some  expression,  whether  "  Very  rarely ;  and  I  should  guess 
of  mind,  or  of  soul,  or  of  heart,  her  to  be  French,  judging  by  the 
without  which  the  most  beautiful  intelligence  of  her  expression,  the 
face  is  but  a  beautiful  picture.  This  simple  neatness  of  her  dress,  and  by 
lady  was  not  one  of  those  *  beauty-  that  nameless  refinement  of  air  in 
women.'  Her  features  taken  singly  which  a  Farisienne  excels  all  the 
were  by  no  means  perfect,  nor  were  descendants  of  Eve — ^if  it  were  not 
they  set  off  by  any  brilliancy  of  col-  for  her  eyes.  I  never  saw  a  French- 
ouring.  But  the  countenance  arous-  woman  with  eyes  of  that  peculiar 
ed  and  impressed  the  imagination  shade  of  blue ;  and  if  a  French- 
with  a  belief  that  there  was  some  woman  had  such  eyes,  I  flatter  my- 
history  attached  to  it  which  you  self  she  would  have  scarcely  allowed 
longed  to  leara  The  hair,  simply  us  to  pass  without  making  some  use 
parted   over  a   forehead    unusually  of  them  J' 

spacious  and  high  for  a  woman,  was        "  Do  you  think  she  is  married  ?" 

of  lustrous  darkness  ;  the  eyes,  of  a  asked  Alain. 

deep  violet  blue,  were  shaded  with        "  I  hope  so — ^for  a  girl  of  her  age, 

long  lashes.  if  comme  il  faut,  can  scarcely  walk 

Their    expression    was    soft    and  alone  in  the   Bois,    and  would    not 

mournful,     but    unobservant;.     She  have    acquired  that  look  so    intclli- 

did  not  notice  Alain   and   Lemercier  gent — more      than      intelligent — so 

as  the  two  men  slowly  passed    her.  poetic." 

She  seemed  abstracted,  gazing  into        "  But  regard  that  air    of    unmis- 

space  as  one  absorbed  in  thought  takable  distinction,  regard  that  ex- 

or    reverie.      Her    complexion    was  pression  of  face — so   pure,    so    vir- 

clear  and  pale,    and  apparently  be-  ginal :  comme  il  faut  she  must  be." 
tokened  delicate  health.  As  Alain  said  these    last  words, 

Lemercier    seated    himself    on    a  the  lady,  who  had  turned  back,  was 

benph  beside  the  path,   and  invited  approaching  them,  and  in  full  view 

Alain  to  do  the  same.      "She  will  of  their  gaze.      She  seemed  uncon- 

return    this    way   soon,"    said    the  scious  of  their  existence  as  before, 
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and  Lemcrcicr  noticed  that  her  lips  villa  was  rented  and  the  household 

moved  as   if   she  were   murmuring  maintained. 

inaudibly  to  herself.  It    was   for   her   the   coupe    was 

She    did    not  return   again,    but  hired  from  Paris.     The  elder  lady 

continued  her  walk  straight  on   till  very  rarely  stirred  out   during   the 

at  the  end  of  the  alley  she  entered  day,  but   always   accompanied   the 

a  carnage   in  waiting   for   her,  and  younger    in    any  evening   visits   to 

was  <lrivcn  off.  the  theatre  or  the  houses  of  friends. 

"  Quick,  quick  !  "  cried  Lemcrcicr,  It  was  only  within  the   last  few 

running   tow.ards   his    own    coupe ;  weeks    that   such   visits    had    been 

"  we  must  give  chase."  made. 

Alain  followed  somewhat  less  The  younger  lady  was  in  delicate 
hurriedly,  and,  agreeably  to  instruc-  health,  and  under  the  care  of  an 
tions  Lemcrcicr  had  already  given  F^nglish  physician  famous  for  skill 
to  his  coachman,  the  Parisian's  in  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  com- 
coupr.  set  off  at  full  speed  in  the  plaints.  It  was  by  his  advice  that 
track  of  the  strange  lady's,  which  she  took  daily  walking  cxcercise  in 
was  still  in  sight.  the  Bois.  The  establishment  con- 
In  less  than  twenty  minutes  tlie  sisted  of  three  servants,  all  Italians, 
carriage  in  chase  stopped  at  the  and  speaking  but  imperfect  French. 
grille  of  one  of  those  charming  little  The  gar^'on  did  not  know  whether 
villas  to  be  found  in    the   pleasant  either  of  the  ladies  was  married,  but 

suburb  of  A ;  a  porter  emerged  their  mode  of  life  was  free  from  all 

from    the   lodge,  opened   the   gjite ;  scandal  or  suspicion ;   they  probably 

the   carriage   drove   in,  again    stop-  belonged  to  the  literary  or  musical 

ped  at  the  door  of  the   house,  and  world,  as  the  gar^on  had  observed 

the  two  gentlemen  could  not   catch  as  their  visitor  the  eminent  author 

even  a  glimpse  of  the  lady's  robe  as  M.  Savaiin  and  his  wife  ;    aiid,  still 

she    descended    from    the    carriage  more    frequently,   an   old  man   not 

and  disappeared  within  the  house.  less  eminent  as  a  musical  composer. 

"I  see  a  r/i/V  yonder,"   said    Le-  "It   is   clear  to  mo  now,"    said 

mercier ;  "  let  us  learn  all  we  can  as  Lemcrcicr,   as   the   two  friends    ro- 

tothe  fair  unknown,  over  a  ."if^/'^r^  or  seated  themselves  in  the   carriage, 

Vij^clit  rcrre.^^  "that  our  pearly  a?ige  is  some  Ital- 

Alain  silently,  but  not  reluctant-  ian  singer  of  repute  enough  in  her 

ly,  consented.     He  felt  in  the  fair  own  country  to  liavc  gained  already 

stranger  an  interest  new  to  his  ex-  a  competence ;  and  that,  perhaps  on 

istence.  account  of  her  own   health   or  her 

They  entered  the  little  rafi\  and  friend's,  she  is  living  quietly  here  hi 

in   a   few  minutes    Lemcrcicr,  with  the  expectation  of  some  professional 

the  easy  savoir  rirrc  of  a  Parisian,  engagement,  or  the  absence  of  some 

had  extracted   from    the  garron  as  foreign  lover." 

much  as  probably  any  one  in  the  "  Lover  !  do  you  think  that  T^  ex- 
neighbourhood  knew  of  the  inhabit-  claimed  Alain,  in  a  tone  of  voice 
ants  of  the  villa.  that  betrayed  pain. 

It  had  been  hired  and  furnished  "It  is  possible  enough ;    and   in 

about  two  months  previously  in  the  that  case  the  Englishman  may  profit 

name  of  Signora  Venosta ;    but  ac-  little    by    the    information    I   have 

cording  to  the  report  of  the  servants,  promised  to  give  him." 

that  lady  appeared  to  be  the  gouccr-  "You  have  promised  the  English- 

vafitfl  or  guardian  of  a  lady  much  man  *r" 

younger,  out  of  whose  income   the  "  J)o  you  not  remember  last  night 
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that  he  described  the  lady,  and  said 
that  her  face  haunted  him :  and 
I " 

**Ah!  I  remember  now.  What 
do  you  know  of  this  Englishman? 
He  is  rich,  I  suppose/' 

"  Yes,  I  hear  he  is  very  rich  now ; 
that  an  uncle  lately  left  him  an 
enormous  sum  of  money.  He  was 
attached  to  the  English  Embassy 
many  years  ago,  which  accounts  for 
his  good  French  and  his  knowledge 
of  Parisian  life.  He  comes  to 
Paris  very  often,  and  I  have 
known  him  some  time.  Indeed 
he  has  intrusted  to  me  a  diflR- 
cult  and  delicate  commission.  The 
English    tell  me    that    his    father 


was  one  of  (he  most  eminent 
members  of  their  Parliament,  of 
ancient  birth,  very  highly  connected, 
but  ran  out  his  fortune  and  died 
poor  ;  that  our  friend  had  for  some 
years  to  maintain  himself,  I  fancy, 
by  his  pen  ;  that  he  is  considered 
very  able ;  and,  now  that  his  uncle 
has  enriched  him,  likely  to  enter 
public  life  and  run  a  career  as  dis- 
tinguished as  his  father's.'* 

"  Happy  man !  happy  are  the 
English,''  said  the  Marquis,  with  a 
sigh  ;  and  as  the  carriage  now  entered 
Paris,  he  pleaded  the  excuse  of  an 
engagement,  bade  his  friend  good- 
bye, and  went  his  way  musing 
through  the  crowded  streets. 


CHAPTER    VIII. — LETTER  FROM  ISAURA  CICOGNA  TO  MADAME  DE  GRANTMESXIL. 


Villa  D' ,  A 


I  can  never  express  to  you,  my  to  me  so  fixed  and  immovable  you 
beloved  Eulalie,  the  strange  charm  treat  with  so  quiet  a  scorn,  as  if 
which  a  letter  from  you  throws  over  they  were  but  the  gossamer  threads 
my  poor  little  lonely  world  for  days  which  a  touch  of  your  slight  woman's 
after  it  is  received.  There  is  always  hand  could  brush  away.  But  l  can- 
in  it  something  that  comforts,  some-  not  venture  to  discuss  such  subjects 
thing  that  sustains,  but  also  a  some-  with  you.  It  is  only  the  skilled 
thing  that  troubles  and  disquiets  enchanter  who  can  stand  safely  in 
me.  I  suppose  Goethe  is  right,  the  magic  circle,  and  compel  the 
"  that  it  is  the  property  of  true  spirits  that  he  summons,  even  if 
genius  to  disturb  all  settled  ideas,"  they  are  evil,  to  minister  to  ends  in 
in  order,  no  doubt,  to  lift  them  into  which  he  foresees  a  good, 
a  higher  level  when  they  settle  We  continue  to  live  here  very 
down  again.  quietly,  and  I  do  not  as  yet  feel  the 

Your  sketch  of  the  new  work  you  worse  for  the  colder  climate.      In- 

arc    meditating  amid    the    orange-  deed,  my  wonderful  doctor,  who  was 

groves  of  Provence  interests  me  in-  recommended  to  me  as  American, 

tensely ;    yet,   do    you    forgive  mo  but  is  in  reality    English,   assures 

when  I  add  that  the  interest  is  not  me  that  a  single  winter  spent  here 

without  terror.     I  do  not  find  my-  under  his  care  will   suffice  for   my 

self  able  to  comprehend  how,  amid  complete    re  -  establishment.        Yet 

those  lovely  scenes  of  nature,  your  that  career,  to  the  training  for  which 

mind    voluntarily    surrounds    itself  so  many  years  have  been  devoted, 

with  images  of    pain  and   discord,  does  not  seem  to  me  so  alluring  as 

I   stand  in  awe  of    the  calm  with  it  once  did. 

which  you  subject  to  your  analysis  I  have  much  to  say  on  this  sub- 

the   infirmities  of    reason    and  the  ject,  which  I  defer  till  I  can  better 

tumults  of  passion.     And  all  those  collect  my  own  thoughts  on  it — at 

laws  of  the  social  state  which  seem  present  they  are  confused  and  strug- 
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gling.     The  great  Maestro  has  been    ever  I  should  achieve  S ^^s.fame 

most  gracious.  as  a  singer,  should  I  feel  the  same 

In    what    a    radiant    atmosphere  jealousy?      I   think    not  now,   but 

his  genius  lives  and  breathes !    Even  I  have  not  been  tested.     She  went 

in    his    cynical     moods,    his    very  away  abruptly.      I  spare  you   the 

cynicism    lias   in  it   the   ring   of    a  recital  of   the    compliments  .paid  to 

jocund  music — the  laugh  of  Figaro,  me  by   my  other  auditors,  compli- 

not  of  Mephistopheles.  ments  that  gave  me  no  pleasure  ;  for 

We  went  to  dine  with  him  last  on  all  lips,  except  those  of  the 
week  ;  he  invited  to  meet  us  Madame  Maestro^  they  implied,  as  the  height 
S ,  who  has  this  year  conquered  of  eulogy,  that  I  had  inflicted  tor- 
all  opposition,  and  reigns  alone,  the    ture  upon  S .     "  If  so,"  said  he, 

great  S .     Mr.  T ,  a  pianist  of  **  she  would  be  as  foolish  as  a  rose 

admirable  promise— your  friend  M.  that  was  jealous  of  the  whiteness  of 

Savarin,  wit,  critic,   and  poet,  with  a  lily.     You  would  do  yourself  great 

his    pleasant    sensible   wife,  and  a  wrong,  my  child,  if  you  tried  to  Tie 

few  others  whom  the  Maestro   con-  with  the  rose  in  its  own  color.*' 

fided    to    me    in  a   whisper,   were  He  patted  my  bended  head  as  he 

authorities    in     the    press.      After  spoke,   with  that  kind   of  fatherly 

dinner  S sang    to    us,   magni-  king-like    fondness    with  which  he 

ficently,  of  course.     Then  she  her-  honours   me;  and  I  took  his  hand 

self  graciously  turned  to  me,   said  in   mine,   and    kissed  it  gratefully, 

how  much  she  had  heard  from  the  **  Nevertheless,"  said  Savarin,  "when 

Maestro  in  my  praise,  and  so-and-  the   lily  comes  out  there  will  be  a 

so.     T  was  persuaded  to  sing  after  furious  attack  on  it,  made  by  the 

her.      T  need  not  say  to  what  dis-  clique    that    devotes    itself    to   the 

advantage.     But  I  forgot  my  ner-  rose :   a  lily  clique  will  be  formed 

vousness  ;    I  forgot  my  audience  ;  en  revanche,   and   I  foresee  a  fierce 

1  forgot  myself,  as  I  always  do  when  paper  war.     Do  not  be  frightened 

once  my  soul,  as  it  were,  finds  wing  at   its   first  outburst ;    every  fame 

in  music,   and   buoys   itself  in  air,  worth  having  must  be  fought  for." 

relieved  from   the    sense  of   earth.  Is  it  so  ?  have  you  had  to  fight 

I  knew  not  that   I  had  succeeded  for  your  fame,  Eulalie  ?  and  do  you 

till  I  came  to  a  close,  and  then  my  hate  all  contest  as  much  as  I  do  ? 

eyes  resting    on   the    face    of    the  Our  only  other  gaiety  since  I  last 

grand  prima  donna,   I  was   seized  wrote  was  a  soiree  at  M.  Louvier's. 

with     an     indescribable     sadness —  That  republican  millionaire  was  not 

witli  a  keen  pang  of  remorse.  Perfect  slow  in  attending  to  the  kind  letter 

artiste    though   she    be,   and    with  you  addressed  to  him  recommending 

powers    in  her  own    realm  of    art  us   to  his  civilities.     He  called  at 

which  admit  of  no  living  equal,   I  once,  placed  his  good  offices  at  our 

saw  at  once  that  I  had  pained  her ;  disposal,  took  charge  of  my  modest 

she   had    grown  almost  livid ;    her  fortune,  which  he  has  invested,  no 

lips  were  quivering,  and  it  was  only  doubt,    as    safely  as  it  is    advan- 

with  a  great  efifort  that  she  muttered  tageously  in  point  of  interest,  hired 

out  some  faint  words  intended  for  our  carriage  for  us,   and   in   short 

applause.      I  comprehended  by  an  has  been  most  amiably  useful 

instinct    how    gradually   there  can  At  his  house  we  met  many  to  mo 

grow   upon  the  mind  of  an  artist  most  pleasant,  for  they  spoke  with 

the   most    generous    that    jealousy  such  genuine  appreciation   of  your 

which  makes  the    fear  of    a  rival  works  and  yourself.     But  there  were 

annihilate  the    delight    in  art.      If  others  whom  I  should  never  have 
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expected  to  meet  under  the  roof  of  From  the  Same  to  the  Same. 
a  Croesus  who  has  so  great  a  stake 

in  the  order  of  things  established.  Eulalie,     Eulah'e  ! — what     mock- 
One  young  man — a  noble  whom  he  ing   spirit    has    been    permitted   in 
specially  presented  to  me,  as  a  poli-  this  modern  age  of  ours  to  place  in 
tician  who  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  heart  of  woman  the  ambition 
affairs  when  the  Red  Republic  was  which  is  the  prerogative  of  men  ? — 
established — asked    me    whether    I  You  indeed,  so  richly  endowed  with 
did   not    agree  with    him    that    all  a    man^s    genius,   hayo    a  right  to 
private  property  was  public  spolia-  man^s   aspirations.     But    what   can 
lion,  and  that  the  great  enemy  to  justify  such  ambition  in  me?    No- 
civilisation  was  religion,  no  matter  thing   but    this    one    unintellectual 
in  what  form  V  perishable  gift  of  a  voice  that  does 
He  addressed  to  me  these  treraen-  but  please  in  uttering  the  thoughts 
dous  questions  with  an  effeminate  of  others.     Doubtless  I  could  make 
lisp,  and  harangued  on  them  with  a  name  familiar  for  its  brief  time  to 
small  feeble  gesticulations  of  pale  the  talk  of  Europe — a  name,  what 
dainty  fingers  covered  with  rings.  name  ?    a   singer's    name.     Once    I 
I  asked  him  if  there  were  many  thought  that  name  a  glory.     Shall  I 
who  in  France  shared  his  ideas.  ever  forget  the  day  when  you  first 
**  Quite    enough    to    carry    them  shone  upon    me ;    when,    emerging 
some    day,"    he    answered,   with   a  from  childhood  as  from  a  dim  and 
lofty  smile.     "  And  the  day  may  be  solitary  by-path,  l  stood  forlorn  on 
nearer  than  the  world  thinks,  when  the  great  thoroughfare  of  life,  and 
my  confrlre%  will  be  so  numerous  all  the  prospects  before  me  stretched 
that  they  will  have  to  shoot  down  sad    in    mists    and    in    rain  ?    You 
each  other  for  the  sake  of  cheese  to  beamed  on  me  then  as  the  sun  com- 
their  bread."  ing  out  from  the  cloud  and  chang- 
That  day  nearer  than  the  world  ing  the  face  of  earth ;  you  opened 
thinks  !     Certainly,    so   far   as   one  to  my  sight  the  fairy-land  of  poetry 
may  judge  the  outward  signs  of  the  and  art ;  you  took  me  by  the  hand 
world  at  Paris,  it  does  not  think  of  and  said,  '*  Courage !  there  is  at  each 
such  things  at  all.     With  what  an  step  some  green  gap  in  the  hedge- 
air  of  self-content  the  beautiful  city  rows,   some  soft  escape    from    the 
parades  her  riches !     Who  can  gaze  stony  thoroughfare.     Beside  the  real 
on   her  splendid  palaces,   her  gor-  life  expands  the  ideal  life  to  those 
geous   shops,  and  believe  that  she  who  seek  it     Droop  not,   seek  it ; 
will    give    ear    to    doctrines     that  the  ideal  life  has  its  sorrows,  but  it 
would  annihilate  private  rights  of  never  admits  despair ;  as  on  the  ear 
property;    or   who    can   enter   her  of   him   who    follows   the    winding 
crowded  churches,  and  dream   that  course  of  a  stream,  the  stream  ever 
she  can  ever  again  instal  a  republic  varies  the  note  of   its  music,  now 
too  civilised  for  religion  ?  loud    with    the  rush   of    the    falls, 
Adieu.     Excuse  me  for  this  dull  now  low  and  calm  as  it  glides   by 
letter.     If  I  have  written  on  much  the  level  marge  of  smooth  banks ; 
that  has  little  interest  even  for  me,  now  sighing  through  the  stir  of  the 
it  is  that  I  wish  to  distract  my  mind  reeds,  now  babbling  with  a  fretful 
from    brooding   over    the    question  joy  as   some  sudden   curve  on  the 
that    interests    me    most,    and    on  shore  stays  its  flight  among  gleam- 
which  I  most  need  your  counsel.     I  ing    pebbles  : — so   to    the    soul    of 
will  try  to  approach  it  in  my  next  the  artist  is  the   voice  of    the  art 

IsAURA.  ever    fleeting    beside     and    before 
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him.  Nature  gave  thee  the  bird's  gave  mo  the  keys  to  the  treasure- 
gift  of  song — raise  the  gift  into  houses  of  three  languages.  Natu- 
art  and  make  the  art  thy  com-  rally  I  began  with  that  in  which 
panion.  your    masterpieces    are    composed. 

"  Art  and  Hope  were  twin-born,  Till  then  I  had  not  even  read  your 

and  they  die  together."  works.     They  were  the  first  I  chose. 

See  how  faithfully  I  remember,  How  they  impressed,  how  they 
mcthinks,  your  very  words.  IJut  startled  me !  what  depths  in  the 
the  magic  of  the  words,  which  I  mind  of  man,  in  the  heart  of  wo- 
then  but  dimly  understood,  was  in  man,  they  revealed  to  me !  But  I 
your  smile  and  in  your  eye,  and  the  owned  to  you  then,  and  I  repeat  it 
([uoen-like  wave  of  your  hand  as  if  now,  neither  they  nor  any  of  the 
beckoning  to  a  world  which  lay  be-  works  in  romance  and  poetry  which 
fore  you,  visible  and  familiar  as  form  the  Imast  of  recent  French 
your  native  land.  And  how  de-  literature,  satisfied  yearnings  for  that 
votedly,  with  what  eanic^tness  of  calm  sense  of  beauty,  that  divine 
passion,  1  gave  myself  up  to  the  joy  in  a  world  beyond  this  world, 
task  of  raising  my  gift  into  an  art !  which  you  had  led  mo  to  believe  it 
I  thought  of  nothing  else,  dreamed  was  the  prerojrative  of  ideal  art  to 
of  nothing  else  ;  and  oh,  how  sweet  bestow.  And  when  I  told  you  this 
to  me  then  were  words  of  praise,  with  the  rude  frankness  you  had 
"  Another  year  yet,"  at  length  said  bid  me  exercise  in  talk  with  you, 
the  masters,  "and  you  ascend  your  a  thoughtful  melancholy  shade  fell 
throne  among  the  queens  of  song."  over  your  face,  and  you  said  quietly. 
Then — then -I  would  have  changed  ^'You  are  right,  child  ;  we,  the 
for  no  other  throne  on  earth  my  French  of  our  time,  arc  the  offspring 
hope  of  that  to  be  acliieved  in  the  of  revolutions  that  settled  nothing, 
realms  of  my  art.  And  then  came  unsettled  all  :  we  resemble  those 
that  long  fever  :  my  strength  broke  troubled  St'ites  which  rush  into  war 
down,  and  the  MntHtro  sai<l,  "  Rest,  abroad  in  order  to  re-establish  peace 
or  your  voice  is  gone,  and  your  at  home.  Our  books  suggest  pro- 
throne  is  lost  forever."  How  hate-  blems  to  men  for  rccon. struct ing 
ful  that  rest  seemed  to  me  !  You  some  social  system  in  which  the 
again  came  to  my  aid.  You  said,  calm  that  belongs  to  art  may  be 
**  The  time  you  think  lost  should  be  found  at  last :  but  such  liooks  should 
but  time  improved.  Penetnite  your  not  be  in  your  hands  ;  they  arc  not 
mind  with  other  songs  than  the  for  the  innocence  and  youth  of 
trash  of  Libretti.  The  more  you  women,  as  yet  unchanged  by  the 
habituate  yourself  to  the  forms,  the  systems  which  exist"  And  the 
more  you  imbue  yourself  with  the  next  day  you  brought  mo  Tas80*s 
spirit,  in  which  passions  have  been  great  poem,  the  Geruf^nlcmme  Li* 
expressed  and  character  delineated  he.rnto^  and  said  smiling,  "Art  in 
))y  gi-eat  writers,  the  more  com-  its  calm  is  here." 
pletely  you  will  accomj)lish  yourself  You  remember  that  I  was  then 
in  your  own  special  art  of  singer  at  Sorrento  by  the  order  of  my 
and  actress."  So,  then,  you  allured  physician.  Never  shall  I  forget  the 
me  to  a  new  study.  Ah!  in  so  soft  autumn  day  when  T  sat  amongst 
doing  did  you  dream  that  you  the  lonely  rocklets  to  the  left  of  the 
divert  el  me  from  the  old  ambition  ?  town — the  sea  before  mo,  with  scarce 
My  knowledge  of  French  and  Italian,  a  ripple;  my  very  heart  steeped  in 
and  my  rearing  in  chiMhood,  which  the  melodies  of  that  poem,  so  mar- 
had  made   English  familiar  to  me,  vellous  for  a  strength  disguised    in 
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sweetness,  and  for  a  symmetry  in  happiness  be  thine !"  Why  did  I 
which  each  proportion  blends  into  not  feel  in  Dante  the  Christian 
the  other  with  the  perfectness  of  a  charm  that  I  felt  in  Tasso  ?  Dante 
Grecian  statue.  The  whole  place  in  your  eyes,  as  in  those  of  most 
seemed  to  me  filled  with  the  pre-  judges,  is  infinitely  the  greater 
sence  of  the  poet  to  whom  it  had  genius,  but  reflected  on  the  dark 
given  birth.  Certainly  the  reading  stream  of  that  genius  the  stars  are 
of  that  poem  formed  an  era  in  my  so  troubled,  the  heavens  so  threat- 
existence;   to  this  day  I  cannot  ac-    ening. 

knowledge  the  faults  or  weaknesses  Just  as  my  year  of  holiday  was 
which  your  criticisms  pointed  out  expiring,  I  turned  to  English  litera- 
— I  believe  because  they  are  in  ture;  and  Shakespeare,  of  course, 
unison  with  my  own  nature,  which  was  the  first  English  poet  put  into 
yearns  for  harmony,  and,  finding  my  hands.  It  proves  how  childlike 
that,  rests  contented.  I  shrink  from  my  mind  stUl  was,  that  my  earliest 
violent  contrasts,  and  can  discover  sensation  in  reading  him  was  that 
nothing  tame  and  insipid  in  a  con-  of  disappointment  It  was  not  only 
tinuance  of  sweetness  and  serenity,  that,  despite  my  familarity  witn 
But  it  was  not  till  after  I  had  read  English  (thanks  chiefly  to  the  care 
La  GeruMilenmne  again  and  again,  of  him  whom  I  call  my  second 
and  then  sat  and  brooded  over  it,  father),  there  is  much  in  the  meta- 
that  I  recognised  the  main  charm  phorical  diction  of  Shakespeare 
of  the  poem  in  the  religion  which  which  I  failed  to  comprehend ;  but 
clings  to  it  as  the  perfume  clings  he  seemed  to  me  so  far  like  the  mo* 
to  a  flower — a  religion  sometimes  dem  French  writers  who  affect  to 
melancholy,  but  never  to  me  sad.  have  found  inspiration  in  his  muse, 
Hope  always  pervades  it.  Surely,  that  he  obtrudes  images  of  pain  and 
if,  as  you  said,  "  Hope  is  twin-born  suffering  without  cause  or  motive 
with  art,"  it  is  because  art  at  sufficiently  clear  to  ordinary  under- 
its  highest  blends  itself  uncon-  standings,  as  I  had  taught  myself  to 
sciously  with  religion,  and  pro-  think  it  ought  to  be  in  the  drama, 
claims  its  affinity  with  hope  by  its  lie  makes  Fate  so  cruel  that  we 
faith  in  some  future  good  more  per-  lose  sight  of  the  mild  deity  behind 
feet  than  it  has  realised  in  the  her.  Compare,  in  this,  Corneille's 
past.  ^  Polyeucte^  yf'iih  the  *  Hamlet^     In 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  was  in  this  the  first  an  equal  calamity  befalls  the 
poem  so  pre  -  eminently  Christian  good,  but  in  their  calamity  they  are 
that  I  found  the  something  which  blessed.  The  death  of  the  martyr  is 
I  missed  and  craved  for  in  modern  the  triumph  of  his  creed.  But  when 
French  masterpieces,  even  yours — a  we  have  put  down  the  English  trage- 
something  spiritual,  speaking  to  my  dy — when  Hamlet  and  Ophelia  are 
own  soul,  calling  it  forth ;  distin-  confounded  in  death  with  Polonius 
guishing  it  as  an  essence  apart  from  and  the  fratricidal  king,  we  see  not 
mere  human  reason ;  soothing,  even  what  good  end  for  humanity  is 
when  it  excited ;  making  earth  achieved.  The  passages  that  fasten 
nearer  to  heaven.  And  when  I  on  our  memory  do  not  make  us  hap- 
ran  on  in  this  strain  to  you  after  pier  and  holier ;  they  suggest  but 
my  own  wild  fashion,  you  took  terrible  problems,  to  which  they 
my  head  between  your  hands  and  give  us  no  solution, 
kissed  me,  and  said,  "  Happy  are  In  the  *  Horaces '  of  Comeillc 
those  who  believe  I  long  may  that    there  are  fierce  contests,  rude  pas- 
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sions,    tears  drawn    from    some  of    C ,  but  really  in  the  desire  to 

the    bitterest    sources    of    human  commune  with  my  own  heart,  and 

pity ;   but  then   through  all   stands  be  still. 

out,  large  and  visible  to  the  eyes  And  now  I  have  poured  forth 
of  all  spectators,  the  great  ideal  that  heart  to  you — would  you  per- 
of  devoted  patriotism.  How  much  suade  me  still  to  be  a  singer?  If 
of  all  that  has  been  grandest'in  the  you  do,  remember  at  least  how  jeal- 
life  of  France,  redeeming  even  its  ous  and  absorbing  the  art  of  the 
worst  crimes  of  revolution  in  the  singer  and  of  the  actress  is.  How 
love  of  country,  has  had  its  origin  completely  I  must  surrender  myself 
in  the  *  Horaces '  of  Corneille.  But  to  it,  and  live  among  books,  or 
I  doubt  if  the  fates  of  Coriolanus,  among  dreams,  no  more.  Can  I  be 
and  CsDsar,  and  Brutus,  and  Antony,  anything  else  but  singer  ?  and  if 
in  the  giant  tragedies  of  Shakespeare  not,  should  I  be  contented  merely 
have  made  Englishmen  more  willing  to  read  and  to  dream  ? 
to  die  for  England.  In  fine,  it  was  I  must  confide  to  you  one  ambi- 
long  before — I  will  not  say  I  under-  tion  which  during  the  lazy  Italian 
stood  or  rightly  appreciated  Shake-  summer  took  possession  of  me — I 
speare,  for  no  Englishman  would  must  tell  you  the  ambition,  and  add 
admit  that  I  or  even  you  could  ever  that  I  have  renounced  it  as  a  vain 
do  so — but  before  I  could  recognise  one.  I  had  hoped  that  I  could  com- 
the  justice  of  the  place  his  country  pose,  I  mean  in  music.  I  was  pleased 
claims  for  him  as  the  genius  without  with  some  things  I  did — they  ex- 
an  equal  in  the  literature  of  Europe,  pressed  in  music  what  I  could  not 
Meanwhile  the  ardour  I  had  pHt  express  in  words ;  and  one  secret 
into  study,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  object  in  coming  here  was  to  sub- 
the  emotions  which  the  study  called  mit  them  to  the  great  Maestro.  He 
forth,  made  themselves  felt  in  a  listened  to  them  patiently ;  he  corn- 
return  of  my  former  illness,  with  plimented  me  upon  my  accuracy  in 
symptoms  still  more  alarming ;  and  the  mechanical  laws  of  composition  ; 
when  the  year  was  out  I  was  ordained  he  even  said  that  my  favorite  airs 
to  rest  for  perhaps  another  year  be-  were  **  touchants  et  gracieux.^^ 
fore  I  could  sing  in  pubhc,  still  less  And  so  he  would  have  left  me, 
appear  on  the  stage.  How  I  re-  but  I  stopped  him  timidly,  and  said, 
joiced  when  I  heard  that  fiat,  for  I  "  Tell  me  frankly,  do  you  think  that 
emerged  from  that  year  of  study  with  time  and  study  I  could  com- 
with  a  heart  utterly  estranged  from  pose  music  such  as  singers  equal  to 
the  profession  in   which  I  had   cen-  myself  could  sing  to  ?'' 

tred    my  hopes    before .     Yes,  "You    mean    as   a    professional 

Eulalio,  you  had  bid  me  accomplish  composer  V* 

myself  for  the  arts  of  utterance  by  "  Well,  yes." 

the  study  of  arts  in  which  thoughts  "  And    to    the    abandonment    of 

originate    the  words    they  employ,  your  vocation  as  a  singer  ?" 

and  in    doing    so — I  had    changed  "  Yes." 

myself  into  another  being.     I  was  "  My   dear    child,    I    should    bo 

forbidden  all  fatigue  of  mind ;  my  your  worst  enemy  if  I  encouraged 

books  were    banished,  but  not  the  such  a  notion ;  cling  to  the  career  in 

Dew  self  which  the  books  had  formed,  which  you  can  be  greatest ;  gain  but 

Recovering  slowly  through  the  sum  health,  and  I  wager  my  reputation 

mer,  I  came  hither  two  months  since,  on  your  glorious  success  on  the  stage. 

ostensibly  for    the    advice  of    Dr.  What  can  you  be  as  a  composer? 
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You  will  set  pretty  music  to  pretty  Well  for  me  if  I  could  once  more 
words,  and  will  be  sung  in  drawing-  concentre  all  my  aspirations  on  a 
rooms  with  the  fame  a  little  more  prize  within  my  reach ! 
or  less  that  generally  attends  the  We  went  first  to  see  a  comedy 
compositions  of  female  amateurs.  gr<^tly  in  vogue,  and  the  author 
Aim  at  something  higher,  as  I  know  thoroughly  understands  the  French 
you  would  do,  and  you  will  not  stage  of  our  day.  The  acting  was 
succeed.  Is  there  any  instance  in  excellent  in  its  way.  The  next  night 
modern  times,  perhaps  in  any  times,  we  went  to  the  Odeon^  a  romantic 
of  a  female  composer  who  attains  melodrama  in  six  acts,  and  I  know 
even  to  the  eminence  of  a  third-rate  not  how  many  tableaux,  I  found 
opera  writer  ?  Composition  in  let-  no  fault  with  the  acting  there.  I 
ters  may  be  of  no  sex.  In  that  do  not  give  you  the  rest  of  our 
Madame  Dudevant  and  your  friend  programme.  We  visited  all  the 
Madame  de  Grantmesnil  can  beat  principal  theatres,  reserving  the  op- 
most  men  ;  but  the  genius  of  musical    era  and  Madame  S for  the  last. 

composition    is    homme^  and   accept  Before  I  speak  of  the  opera,  let  me 

it  as  a  compliment  when  I  say  that  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  plays, 

you  are  essentially /cjwwtf."  There    is   no    country    in    which 

He   left   me,  of  course,   mortified  the  theatre  has  so  great  a  hold   on 

and  humbled  ;  but  I  feel  he  is  right  the  public  as  in  France ;  no  country 

as  regards  myself,   though   whether  in   which   the   successful   dramatist 

in  his  depreciation  of  our  whole  sex  has  so  high  a  fame  ;  no  country  per- 

I  cannot  say.     But  as  this  hope  has  haps  in  which  the  state  of  the  stage 

left  me,    I   have  become  more  dis-  so  faithfully  represents    the  moral 

quieted,  still  more  restless.     Counsel  and    intellectual    condition    of    the 

me,  Eulalie ;  counsel,  and,  if  possible,  people.     I   say   this  not,  of  course, 

coinfort  me.  from    my    experience    of    countries 

Is  AURA.  which   I  have  not  visited,  but  from 
all   I  hear  of  the  stage  in  Germany 

From  the  Same  to  the  Same.  and  in  England. 

The     impression      left     on     my 

No  letter  from  you  yet,  and  I  mind  by  the  performances  I  wit- 
have  left  you  in  peace  for  ten  days,  nessed  is,  that  the  French  people 
How  do  you  think  I  have  spent  are  becoming  dwarfed.  The  come- 
them  ?  The  Maestro  called  on  us  dies  that  please  them  are  but  pleas- 
with  M.  Savarin,  to  insist  on  our  ant  caricatures  of  petty  sections  in 
accompanying  them  on  a  round  of  a  corrupt  society.  They  contain  no 
the  theatres.  I  had  not  been  to  one  large  types  of  human  nature ;  their 
since  my  arrival.  I  divined  that  witticisms  convey  no  luminous 
the  kind-hearted  composer  had  a  flashes  of  truth ;  their  sentiment  is 
motive  in  this  invitation.  He  not  pure  and  noble — it  is  a  sickly 
thought  that  in  witnessing  the  ap-  and  false  perversion  of  the  impure 
plauses  bestowed  on  actors,  and  shar-  and  ignoble  into  travesties  of  the 
ing  in  the  fascination  in  which  pure  and  noble, 
theatrical  illusion  holds  an  audience,  Their  melodramas  cannot  be 
my  old  passion  for  the  stage,  and  classed  as  literature — all  that  really 
with  it  the  longing  for  an  artUtt*$  remains  of  the  old  French  genius  is 
fame,  would  revive.  its  vaudeville. 

In   my  heart  I  wished   that  his  Great    dramatists      create    great 

expectations     might    be     realised,  parts.     One  great  part,   such  as  a 
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Rachel   would  gladly  have  accepted,  tranquillity.     The  evergreens  in  the 

I  have  not   seen   in   the   dramas  of  gardens    of    the    villas  around    me 

the  young  generation.  silvered    over,     and     the     summer 

High    art    has    taken    refuge    in  boughs,  not  yet  clothed  with  leavers 

the  opera ;  but   that  is  not  French  were     scarcely     visible     amid     the 

opera.     I  do  not  complain  so  much  changeless  smile  of  the  laurels.     At 

that     French   taste  is   less    refined,  the  dL^tance  lay   Paris,  only   to  be 

T  coiiiplain  that   French  intellect  is  known   by    its    innumerable  lights, 

lowered.     The    descent  from   Poly-  And  then  I  said  to  myself — 

cucte  to  Ruy  Bias  is  great,  not  so  '*  No,  I  cannot  be  an  actress :  I 

much    in   the  poetry  of  form  as  in  cannot  resign  my  real  self  for  that 

the  elevation   of   thought ;    but   the  vamped- up     hypocrite     before     the 

descent  from  Ruy  Bias  to  the  best  lamps.     Out   on  those   stage  robes 

drama     now    produced     is    out    of  and  painted   cheeks !     Out   on  that 

poetry   altogether,  and    into     those  simulated   utterance    of    sentiments 

flats  of  prose   which  give  not  even  learned  by  rote  and  practised  before 

the  glimpse  of  a  mountain-top.  the  looking  glass   till  every  gesture 

But    now  to   the     opera.     S has  its  drill.'* 

in  Norma !     The  house  was  crowded,  Then     I  gazed    on    those    stars 

and  its  enthusiasm  as  loud  as  it  was  which  provoke  our  questionings,  and 

genuine.     You   tell  me   that   S return  no  answer,  till  my  heart  grew 

never  rivalled   Pasta,  but    certainly  full,  so  full,  and  I  bowed  my   head 
her  Norma  is  a  great   performance,  and  wept  like  a  child. 
Iler  voice  has  lost  less  of  its  fresh- 
ness than  I  had  been  told,  and  what  From   the   Sume    to  the  Same. 
is  lost  of  it  her   practiswi  manage- 
ment conceals  or  carries  off.  .And    still    no    letter   from    you! 
The  Maestro   was   quite  right — I  I  see  in    the  journals  that  you  have 
could  never  vie  r''*^\  her  in  her  own  left   Nice.     Is  it  that  you   are  too 
line;    but   conceited   and   vain  as  I  absorbed    in    your    work    to    have 
may  seem  even  to  you  in  saying  so,  leisure  to  write  to  me  ?     I  know  you 
I  feel  in  my  own  line  that  l  could  are  not  ill ;  for  if  you  were,  all  Paris 
command  as   large  an  applause — of  would  know  of  it     All  Europe  has 
course  taking  into  account  my  brief-  an   interest    in  your  health.     Posi- 
lived  advantage  of .  youth.     Her  act-  tively  I  will  write  to  you  no  more 
ing,  apart  from  her  voice,  does   not  till  a  word  from   yourself  bids  mc 
please  me.     It  seems  to  me  to  want  do  so. 

intelligence  of  the  subtler  feelings,  I  fear  I  must  give  up  my  solitary 

the  under-current  of  emotion,  which  walks   in   the    Bois    de  Boulogne  : 

constitutes  the  chief  beauty  of  the  they  were  very   dear  to  me,  partly 

situation  and  the  character.     Am  I  because  the  quiet  path  to   which  I 

jealous  when  I  say  this  ?    Read  on  confined  myscif  was  that  to  which 

and  judge.  you   directed  me    as  the    one   you 

On  our  return  that  night,  when  habitually    selected  when  at  Paris, 

I  had    seen  the    Venosta  to  bed,  I  and  in  which  you  had  brooded  over 

went    into   my   own    room,   opened  and  revolved   the  loveliest  of  your 

the    window,    and  looked    out     A  romances ;  and  partly  because  it  was 

lovely   night,  mild  as   in   spring  at  there  that,   catching,    alas!   not  in- 

Horence — the  moon  at  her  full,  and  spiration   but  enthusiasm  from   the 

the  stars  looking   so  calm  and  so  genius  that  had  hallowed  the  place, 

high    beyond    our    reach    of    their  and    dreaming    I    might    originate 
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music,  I  nurscii  my  own  aspirations  have  lived  in  a  country  farm  upon 

and  murmured  my  own  airs.     And  endives  and  mallows.     He  is  town- 

thougb    so   close   to   that  world  of  bred   and    Parisian,  jusquau    lout 

Paris    to    which    all    artists    must  des   angles.     How  he   admires   you, 

appeal   for  judgment   or    audience,  and   how  I  love  him  for  it !     Only 

the    spot   was    so    undisturbed,   so  in    one    thing    he    disappoints    me 

sequestered.     But  of  late  that  path  there.     It    is    your    style    that    he 

has  lost  its  solitud:,  and   therefore  chiefly  praises:  certainly  that  style 

its  charm.  is  matchless ;  but  style  is  only  the 

Six   days  ago  the  first  person  I  clothing  of  thought,  and    to    praise 

encountered  in  my  walk  was  a  man  your  style  seems  to  me  almost   as 

whom    I   did   not    then    heed.     He  invidious  as  the  compliment  to  some 

seemed    in    thought,    or    rather    in  perfect  beauty,  not  on  her  form  and 

reverie,  like  myself ;  we  passed  each  face,  but  on  her  taste  in  dress, 
other  twice  or  thrice,  and  I  did  not        Wo  met    at  dinner   an  American 

notice  whether    he   was   young    or  and  his  wife— a   Colonel    and    Mrs, 

old,  tall  or  short ;    but  he  came  the  Morley  :  she  is  delicately  handsome, 

next  day,  and  a  third  day,  and  then  as  the  American  women  I  have  seen 

I  saw   that  he  was  young,  and,  in  generally  are,  and  with  that   frank 

so  regarding  him,   his  cyc&  became  vivacity    of    manner    v*hich    distin- 

fixed  on  mine.     The  fourth  day  he  guishcs  them  from  English  women, 

did    not   come,    but  two  other  men  She    seemed    to    take    a    fancy    to 

came,   and  the  look  of  one  was  in-  me,  and  we   soon   grew  very    good 

quisitive    and    olTensive.     They    sat  friends. 

themselves  down  on  a  bench  in  the        She  is  the    first    advocate  I  have 

walk,  and   though  I  did    not    seem  met,  except  yourself,  of  that  doctrine 

to    notice  them,  I  hastened   home  ;  upon    the    Rights    of   Women  —  of 

and  the    next   day  in    talking  with  of  which  one  reads  more  in  the  jour- 

our     kind     Madame     Savarin,     and  nals    than   one  hears    discussed    in 

alluding    to  .these    quiet   walks    of  mlons. 

mine,  she  hinted,  with  the  delicacy        Naturally  enough  I  felt  great  in- 

which  is  her  characteristic,  that  the  terest  in  that  subject,  more  especially 

customs     of    Paris    did    not    allow  since  my  rambles  in  the  Bois  were 

Demoiselles   comme  il faut  to  walk  forbidden;  and  as  long  as   she   de- 

alone  even  in  the  most  sequestered  claimed   on    the   hard    fate,  of   the 

paths  of  the  Bois.  women    who,    feeling   within    them 

I  begin  now  to   comprehend  your  powers    that   struggle    for   air  and 

disdain    of    customs  which    impose  light  beyond  the  close  precinct    of 

chains  so  idly  galling  on  the  liberty  household   duties,    find    themselves 

of  our  sex.  restricted  from  fair  rivalry  with  men 

We  dined  with  the  Savarins  last  in  such  fields  of  knowledge  and  toil 

evening :    what  a  joyous  nature  he  and  glory,  as  men   since  the  world 

has!     Not    reading    Latin,    I    only  began  have   appropriated    to    them- 

kriow  Horace  by  translations,  which  selves,   I  need  not   say  that  I  went 

I    am    told   are  bad  ;     but  Savarin  with  her  cordially :    you  can  guess 

seems  to  me  a  sort  of  half  Horace,  that    by    my    former    letters.     But 

Horace    on   his  town- bred   side,  so  when  she  entered  into  the  detailed 

plajrf  ully  well-bred,  so  good-humour-  catalogue  of  our  exact  wrongs  and 

ed  in  his  philosophy,   so  affectionate  our  exact  rights,  I  felt  all  the  pusil- 

to  friends,  and   so  biting  to  foes,  lanimity  of  my  sex,  and  shrank  back 

But    certainly    Savarin     could    not  in  terror. 
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Iler  husband,  joining  us  when  she  From  Madame  de    Grantmesnil   to 

was  in  full  tide  of  eloquence,  smiled  haura  Clcogna, 
at  mo  with    a    kind    of    saturnine 

mirth.       "  Mademoiselle,    don't   be-  Ghire    enfant^ —  All    your     four 

lieve  a  word  she  says ;    it  is   only  letters  have  reached   me    the   same 

tall   tilk !    In    America   the  women  dav.     In  one  of  my  sudden  whims 

are    absolvte    tyrants,    and   it  is   I  I  set  off  with    a    few  friends    on  a 

who,   in  concert  with  my  oppressed  rapid    tour    along    the    Riviera     to 

countrjrraen,  am  going  in  for  a  plat-  Genoa,  thence  to  Turin  on  to  Milan, 

form  agitation  to  restore  the  Rights  Not  knowing  where  we  should  rest 

of  Men."  even  for  a  day,  my  letters  were  not 

Upon    this    there    was    a    lively  forwarded, 

battle  of  words  between  the  spouses,  I   came  back   to  Nice  yesterday, 

in   which,   I  must  own,    I   thought  consoled  for  all  fatigues  in   having 

the  lady  was  decidedly  worsted.  insured  that  accuracy  in  description 

No,  Eulalie,  I  see  nothing  in  these  of  localities  which  my  work  neces- 

scheraes     for    altering      our     rela-  sitates. 

tions  towards  the  other  sex  which  You  are,  my  poor  child,  in  that 

would  improve  our  condition.     The  revolutionary  crisis   through   which 

inequalities   we   suffer   are   not  im-  genius    passes    in   youth    before   it 

posed  by  law — not  even  by  conven-  knows  its  own  self,  and  longs  vague- 

tion  ;  they  are  imposed  by  nature.  ly  to  do  or  to  be  a  something  other 

Eulalie,  you  have  had  an  experi-  than  it  has  done  or  has  been  before, 
ence  unknown  to  me  ;  you  have  For,  not  to  be  unjust  to  your  own 
loved.  In  that  day  did  you — jou,  powers,  genius  you  have — that  in- 
round  whom  poets  and  sages  and  born  undefinablo  essence,  including 
statesmen  gather,  listening  to  your  talent,  and  yet  distinct  from  it 
words  as  to  an  oracle — did  you  feel  Genius  you  have,  but  genius  un- 
that  your  pride  of  genius  had  gone  concentrated,  undisciplined.  I  see, 
out  from  you — that  your  ambition  though  you  are  too  diffident  to  say 
lived  in  him  whom  you  loved — that  so  openly,  that  you  shrink  from  the 
his  smile  was  more  to  you  than  the  fame  of  singer,  because,  fevered  by 
applause  of  a  world  ?  your  reading,  you  would  fain  aspire 

1  feel  as  if  love  in  a  woman  must  to  the  thorny  crosvn  of  author.     I 

destroy  her  rights  of  equality — that  echo  the  hard  saying  of  the  Maestro^ 

it  gives  to  her  a  sovereign  even  in  I  should  be  your  worst  enemy  did 

one  who  would  be  inferior  to  herself  I  encourage  you  to  forsake  a  career 

if  her  love  did  not  glorify  and  crown  in  which  a  dazzling  success   is   sc 

him.     Ah  !  if  I  could  but  merge  this  assured,  for  one  in  which,  if  it  were 

terrible  egotism  which  oppresses  me,  your  true  vocation,  you  would  not 

into  the  being  of  some  one  who  is  ask  whether  you  were  fit  for  it;  you 

what  I  would  wish  to  be  were  I  man !  would  be  impelled  to  it  by  the  ter* 

I   would    not    ask    him    to  achieve  rible  star  which  presides   over   the 

fame.     Enough  if  I  felt  that  he  was  birth  of  poets. 

worthy  of  it,  and  happier  methinks  Have  you,  who  are  so  naturally 
to  console  him  when  he  failed  than  observant,  and  of  late  .have  become 
to  triumph  with  him  when  he  won.  so  reflective,  never  remarked  that 
Tell  me,  have  you  felt  this  ?  When  authors,  however  Absorbed  in  their 
you  loved  did  you  stoop  as  to  a  own  craft,  do  not  wish  their  chil- 
slave,  or  did  you  bow  down  as  to  a  dren  to  adopt  it  ?  The  most  success- 
master  ?  ful  author  is  perhaps  the  last  person 
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to  whom  neophytes  should  come  pathies  which  are  often  found  equal- 
for  encouragement  This  I  think  is  ly  keen  in  those  who  have  not  the 
not  the  case  with  the  cultivators  of  same  gift  of  language.  The  poet  ig 
the  sister  arts.  The  painter,  the  hut  the  interpreter.  "What  of?  — 
sculptor,  the  musician,  seem  disposed  Truths  in  the  hearts  of  others.  He 
to  invite  disciples  and  welcome  aco-  utters  what  they  feel.  Is  the  joy 
lytes.  As  for  those  engaged  in  the  in  the  utterance  ?  Nay,  it  is  in  the 
practical  affairs  of  life,  fathers  most-  feeling  itself.  So,  my  dear,  dark- 
ly wish  their  sons  to  be  as  they  bright  child  of  song,  when  I  bade 
have  been.  thee  open,  out  of  the  beaten  thor- 

The    politician,    the    lawyer,    the  oughfare,  paths  into  the  meads  and 

merchant,  each  says  to  his  children,  river-banks  at  either    side    of    the 

"  Follow  my  steps."     All  parents  in  formal  hedgerows,  rightly  dost  thou 

practical  life  would  at  least  agree  in  add  that  1  enjoined  thee  to  make 

this — they  would  not  wish  their  sons  thine  art   thy   companion.     In    the 

to  be  poets.     There  must  be  some  culture   of  that  art  for  which  you 

sound   cause   in   the   world's  philo-  are  so  eminently  gifted,  you  will  find 

sophy  for  this  general   concurrence  the  ideal  life  ever  beside   the  real, 

of  digression  from  a  road  of  which  Are  you  not  ashamed  to  tell  me  that 

the    travellers     themselves    say    to  in   that  art  you   do  but   utter  the 

those   whom   they   love  best,    "Be-  thoughts  of  others  ?    You  utter  them 

ware!"  in   music;    through   the   music  you 

Romance   in   youth   is,  if  rightly  not  only  give  to  the  thoughts  a  new 

understood,  the  happiest  nutriment  character,   but  you  make  them   re- 

of    wisdom    in    after-years ;    but  I  productive  of  fresh  thoughts  in  your 

would  never  invite  any  one  to  look  audience. 

upon   the   romance   of    youth   as   a  You    said    very    truly    that  you 

thing  found  in  composing  you  could  put 

„           .         .   ,        into  music  thoughts  which  you  could 

"To  case  mpcnods  and  embalm  mink."  ^^^   p^^   j„^^   ^^^^g      That   is    the 

Enfant^  have  you  nee^  of  a  pub-  peculiar  distinction  of  music.  No 
lisher  to  create  romance  ?  Is  it  not  genuine  musician  can  explain  in 
in  yourself  ?  Do  not  imagine  that  words  exactly  what  he  means  to  con- 
genius  requires  for  its  enjoyment  vey  in  his  music, 
the  scratch  of  the  pen  and  the  types  How  little  a  libretto  interprets  an 
of  the  printer.  Do  not  suppose  opera — how  little  we  care  even  to 
that  the  poet,  the  romanciei\  is  most  read  it!  It  is  the  music  that  speaks 
poetic,  most  romantic,  when  he  is  to  us ;  and  how  ? — Through  the  hu- 
striving,  struggling,  labouring,  to  man  voice.  We  do  not  notice  how 
check  the  rush  of  his  ideas,  and  ma-  poor  are  the  words  which  the  voice 
terialise  the  images  which  visit  him  warbles.  It  is  the  voice  itself  inter- 
as  souls  into  such  tangible  likenesses  preting  the  soul  of  the  musician 
of  flesh  and  blood  that  the  highest  which  enchants  and  enthralls  us. 
compliment  a  reader  can  bestow  on  And  you  who  have  that  voice  pre- 
them  is  to  say  that  they  are  lifelike?  tend  to  despise  the  gift.  What! 
No :  the  poet's  real  delight  is  not  in  despise  the  power  of  communicating 
the  mechanism  of  composing ;  the  deligl;^t ! — the  power  that  we  authors 
best  part  of  that  delight  is  in  the  envy ;  and  rarely,  if  ever,  can  we 
sympathies  he  has  established  with  give  delight  with  so  little  alloy  as 
innumerable  modifications  of  life  the  singer, 
and  form,  and  art  and  nature — sym-  And  when  an  audience  disperses. 
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can  you  guess  what  griefs  the  singer  In  the  history  of  the  passions 
«iay  have  comforted  ?  what  hard  each  human  heart  is  a  world  in  it- 
hearts  he  may  have  softened  ?  what  self ;  its  experience  profits  no  others, 
high  thoughts  he  may  have  awak-  In  no  two  lives  does  love  play  the 
cned  ?  same    part    or  bequeath   the   same 

You  say,  "  Out  on  the  vamped-up  record, 

hypocrite  I     Out  on  the  stage-robes  I  know  not  whether  I  am  glad 

and  painted  cheeks  !"  or  sorry  that  the  word  "  love"  now 

I  say,   "Out  on  the  morbid  spirit  falls    on   my   ear  with   a  sound  as 

which  so  cynically  regards  the  mere  slight  and  as  faint  as  the  dropping 

details  by  which  a  whole  effect  on  of  a   leaf  in   autumn   may  fall   on 

the  minds    and    hearts    and    souls  thine. 

of    races   and  nations  can   be  pro-  I  volunteer  but  this  lesson,   the 

duced !"  wisest    I    can    give,   if  thou  canst 

There,   have  I    scolded  you  suf-  understand  it:  as  I  bade  thee  take 

ficiently  ?     I  should  scold  you  more,  art  into  thy  life,  so  learn  to  look  on 

if  I  did  not  see  in  the  affluence  of  life  itself  as  an  art.     Thou  couldst 

your  youth  and  your  intellect  the  discover  the  charm  in  Tasso ;  thou 

cause  of  your  restlessness.  couldst  perceive   that  the  requisite 

Riches  are  always  restless.     It  is  of  all  art,  that  which  pleases,  is  in 

only  to  poverty  that  the  gods  give  the    harmony    of    proportion.     We 

content  lose  sight  of  beauty  if  we  exaggerate 

You  question  me  about  love  :  you  the  feature  most  beautiful, 

ask  if  I  have  ever  bowed  to  a  master.  Love    proportioned,     adorns    the 

ever  merged  my   life  in  another's :  homeliest     existence ;    love    dispro- 

cxpect  no  answer  on  this  from  me.  portioned,  deforms  the  fairest 

Circe  herself  could  give  no  answer  Alas  !    wilt  thou   remember    this 

to   the   simplest  maid,    who,    never  warning  when   the   time  comes    in 

having     loved,     asks,     "  What     is  which  it  may  be  needed  ? 

love  ?"  E G . 
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WILLIAM  SMITH. 

There  is  nothing  more  usual  than  lation,    to   the  lovely  and  unlovely 
to  say  that  the  world  knows  nothing  in    contemporary  literature,    within 
of   its  greatest  men.     One  thing  is  these  pages — that  it  is  impossible  for 
certain,  however,  that  of  those  who  us  to  allow  the  grave  to  close  over 
affect  it,  if  not  with  the  greatest,  yet  him  without  doing  our  best  to  ren- 
with  the  most  subtle  and  penetrating  der  to  his   name  the  honour  which 
influence,   it  often   knows   nothing,  has  been    already  rendered    to   his 
Men  who   breathe   into  others  what  works    by    many    a    discriminating 
is   in   reality   the   breath  of   life   to  reader.     No   better   type   could    be 
them,    who   communicate    to    thou-  found  of  the  true  man  of  letters,  the 
sands  the   opinions  and   sentiments  student,  scholar,  and    critic  of   our 
which   are   their   best  part,   remain  days,  who    is   already  beginning  to 
often  totally  unknown  in  person  and  yield  to  a  hastier  and  more  shallow 
even  in  name  to  those  whom  they  class  of  contemporary  commentators, 
have   inspired,    and   whose   intellec-  He  was  not  of  those  who  dash  off  a 
tual  life  maj'  be  said  to  have  pro-  breathless  criticism   on  the  spur  of 
ceeded  from  them.     This,  no  doubt,  the  moment,  or  arrogantly    pretend 
is  largely  caused  by  that  general  pre-  to   judge   of   subjects   upon  which 
valence  of  anonymous  writing  which  they  have  the  merest  smattering  of 
confounds  in  one  big  voice  of  the  knowledge.      lie     belonged    to    the 
Magazine  or  the   Review  the  utter-  older    fashion    of     man    who     had 
ances   of    many   individual    voices,  the   habit    of  mastering  a    subject 
AVe  believe  that  the  preservation  of  before  speaking  of  it,  and  of  bring- 
this  anonymity  is  of  great  service  to  ing  a   richly -cultivated   understand- 
all  serial,  and  especially  to  all  criti-  ing,  a  mind  and  memory  full  of  all 
cal,  composition — giving  freedom  to  that  is  excellent  in  the  past,  to  the 
the   writer,    and    taking    away   one  consideration  of  the  affairs  and  pro- 
almost    irresistible    temptation    to-  ductions  of  the  present     That  charm 
wards  undue  warmth  either  of  praise  of  cultivation  which,  next  to  genius, 
or  censure ;  but  at   the   same   time  is  almost  the  most  delightful  of  men- 
it    separates    the    writer   from   the  tal  conditions,  was  his  in  an  eminent 
reader,  and  deprives  many  a  literary  degree.     It   is  a    quality  which  be- 
man    who  —  though    perhaps    not  comes   day  by  day  less  common  in 
great     enough      to     shine     in     the  literature,  as  in  other  arts.     A  man 
highest  rank  of  genius — is  an  able  without   worldly   ambition,  without 
and  judicious  guide  of  public  opin-  any    sharp    prick    of    necessity    to 
ion,  from  that  personal  appreciation  drive  him  on,  witli  leisure,  learning, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  agreeable  a  thoughtful    mind^  and  an    undis- 
recompenses    the  world    can    give,  turbed    life,  is   in    absolutely    ideal 
The  respectable  and  honoured  name  circumstances    for    the    pursuit    of 
which   stands   at   the  head   of   this  literature;  and  such  were  the  con- 
page  is  one  of  the  best  examples  we  ditions  under  which,  for  at  least  the 
can  give  of  the  separation  of,  which  later  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  Smith  pur- 
we  speak.      So  many  times  has  ho  sued  it.     Very  different  are  the  dr- 
ied the  readers  of  this  Magazine  into  cumstances  which  often  surround  the 
the  deeper  fields  of  thought — so  often  writer,  toiling  perhaps  into  fame  or 
directed  their  attention  to  the  true  for  fortune,  going  against  the  tide, 
and  the  false  in  philosophical  specu-  and  buffeted  by   busy  men    and  ill 
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winds,  straining  every  faculty  to  he  influenced  opinion  in  this  name- 
keep  every  step  he  gains.  It  was  less  way  it  would  bo  hard  to  esti 
the  theory  of  the  author  of  *  Graven-  mate.  An  anonymous  writer  scl- 
hurst/  that  conflict  and  struggle  dom  knows  the  extent  to  which  his 
were  good  at  once  for  the  mind  and  work  has  told  upon  the  world  ;  but 
the  energies  of  man  ;  but  in  his  own  if,  as  Mr.  Puff  says  in  the  *  Critic,' 
full  manhood  he  was  beyond  the  "  the  number  of  people  who  under- 
reach  of  conflict,  and  pursued  his  fav-  go  the  fatigue  of  judging  for  thcm- 
ourite  studies,  his  reflections  and  spe-  selves  is  small,"  it  may  safely  be  said 
culations,  in  a  gentle  quiet  and  peace-  that  every  critical  writer  of  power 
fulness  most  congenial  to  his  work,  and  candour  makes  up  a  great  many 
Tt  might  be  perhaps  the  absence  of  men's  minds  for  them,  and  does 
the  conflict,  the  want  of  any  motive  much  to  direct  that  ground-swell  of 
strong  enough  to  balance  his  natural  general  opinion  which  riges  impcr- 
love  of  the  country,  of  quiet,  leis-  ceptibk\  and  in  which  each  man 
ure,  and  seclusion,  that  makes  his  sees  his  own  decision  reflected, 
mere  name  now  an  insufficient  de-  however  little  capable  ho  may  have 
scription  to  the  world  of  all  he  was.  bejn  of  making  a  decision  for  him- 
In  his  youth,  the  circle  of  young  men  self. 

who-  surrounded  him  expected  for  The  works  by  which  Mr.  Smith 
him  the  highest  fame ;  he  was  to  be  will  be  chiefly  known,  are  the  two 
their  leader,  the  foremost  in  all  in-  volumes  entitled  'Thorndale'  and 
tellectual  progress,  always  the  supe-  *  (iravenhurst*  They  are  both  of 
rior,  in  those  visions  of  the  future,  the  class  which  wo  call  **bcauti- 
which  are  often  so  widely  apart  ful  books,"  without  pausing  to  in- 
from  reality,  l^ut  if  others  passed  quire  too  closely  whether  another 
him  in  the  race,  pressed  on  higher,  adjective  might  not  be  more  ap- 
and  won  more  dazzling  prizes,  it  was  propriate.  In  both  books,  wilh 
because  the  finer  ([ualities  of  his  different  kinds  of  conditions,  his 
mind  outweighed  the  coarser,  and  own  iin'nd  is  the  chief  thing  reveal- 
fastidious  tiste  and  a  retiring  dispo-  ed  to  us ;  a  mind  so  gentle,  pure, 
sition  withdrew  him  from  the  com-  and  good,  as  indeed  to  lose  some 
mon  arena,  where,  amid  shouts  and  part  of  its  power  over  others  by  the 
cheers  and  commonplace  din,  the  unlikeness  of  its  reflned  nature  to 
ordinary  comj)etitors  for  fame  take  the  much  less  delicate  souls  of  com- 
their  places,  <lisregarding  all  its  vul-  mon  men.  ft  is  as  a  philosopher 
garer  circumstances.  Ho  could  not  that  Mr.  Smith  presents  himself 
disregard  them.  His  nature  was  so  tons;  and  though  there  is  little 
constituted  that  he  shrank  from  the  glitter  or  external  attraction  about 
noises,  whether  applausive  or  other-  these  volumes,  they  arc  so  truly 
wise ;  but  from  his  retirement,  wher-  thoughtful  (word  much  abuAcd, 
ever  that  was,  man\'  a  beautiful  yet  the  most  suitible  to  describe 
thought,  many  a  discriminating  such  a  man),  so  full  of  reflective 
criticism,  and  much  clear  and  lucid  and  observant  power,  that  they  are 
philosophical  argument,  came  forth  favourite  volumes  with  many  a 
from  time  to  tune.  He  discoursed  reader  whose  bias  is  not  mctaphy- 
to  his  unknown  friends,  himself  un-  sical.  *Thorndale,*  the  more  import- 
known.  He  helped  to  form  many  a  ant  of  the  two,  is  cast  in  a  some- 
mind  which  knew  nothing  of  him,  what  antiquated  form.  It  is  sup- 
and  tempered  with  his  ways  of  posed  to  be  the  journals  and  joltinga 
thinking  the  imformed  thoughts  of  of  a  philosophic  invalid,  found  after 
many  a  candid  mind.     How  much  his  death  in  an  Italian  villa ;  ^  The 
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Conflict  of  Opinions'  is  the  second  earth  continually,  so  long  as  they 
title  of  this  book,  and  clearly  re-  were  abje  to  see  it,  before  his  eyes, 
presents  its  character.  To  do  so  still  We  do  not  know  whether,  in  this 
more  clearly  in  a  few  words,  we  may  dim  and  melancholy  creation,  Mr. 
quote  a  very  characteristic  anecdote  Smith  had  any  thought  of  another 
told  of  its  first  appearance.  He  had  figure,  a  real  man,  more  passionate 
informed  some  friends  deprecatingly  and  tragical  than  his  pensive  hero, 
that  the  religious  opinions  of  the  the  Italian  poet  Leopardi,  who 
book  might  be  considered  heterodox,  chose  a  similar  mode  of  dying.  But 
and  had  awakened  within  them  some  it  is  difficult  to  avoid  thinking  of 
anxiety  as  to  the  views  expressed,  the  latter  in  his  lonely  little  house 
The  friends  in  question  were  not  of  a  on  the  other  side  of  the  bay,  when 
theological  bias,  nor  given  to  devout  the  gentle  invalid  of  the  Villa 
reading.  But  when  the  book  was  Scarpa,  with  his  unimpassioned 
read, — * 'By  Jove  !"  said  one  of  them,  musings,  is  brought  so  plainly  be- 
half amused,  half  impressed,  "  I  have  fore  us.  Leopardi  died  in  Ihe  fierce 
not  read  so  religious  a  book  for  despair  of  that  bitter  and  painful 
years."  This  could  not  be  a  better  kind  of  unbelief  which  casts  every- 
criticism  of  one  aspect  of  the  work,  thing  heavenly  and  eternal  out  of 
It  ventures  upon  discussion  of  the  the  question,  and  forces  logic  and 
highest  subjects,  and  does  not  hesi-  thought  into  a  wild  negation  of  all 
tatc  to  indulge  in  very  free  specu-  but  that  material  existence,  proved  to 
lation.  It  professes  but  a  vague  him  by  perpetual  suffering,  which  li- 
faith,  the  particulars  of  which  it  mits  his  dark  horizon,  and  quenches 
would  be  hard  to  embody  in  any  his  every  hope.  Thorndale  is  a  man 
creed — yet  a  work  more  deeply  pene-  of  a  different  mould.  No  despair, 
trated  with  the  true  spirit  of  reli-  scarcely  even  any  anxiety  about  the 
gion  it  would  be  difficult  to  find,  mystery  of  the  hereafter,  is  in  his 
It  is  perhaps  the  very  best,  most  mind.  He  looks  forward  to  it  with 
lovable  exposition  ever  given  of  that  a  serious  curiosity,  fearing  nothing, 
pious  uncertainty  which  has  of  late  hoping  not  too  much,  unappalled  by 
characterised  so  many  fine  minds,  the  thought  of  ceasing  to  exist  alto- 
Anything  more  unlike  the  Voltaire-  gether,  yet  feeling  fiie  instinct  of 
phase  of  light-hearted  infidelity  it  Immortality  more  reasonable  and 
would  be  difficult  to  conceive.  In-  more  satisfactory  than  that  of  No- 
fidelity  there  is  none  in  it,  but,  on  thingness.  It  is  a  state  of  mind  as 
the  contrary,  a  tremulous  faithful-  different  from  that  of  those  who  see 
ncss  to  all  the  whisperings  of  what  golden  gates  on  one  hand,  and  the 
wo  call  natural  religion — a  longing  flames  of  hell  on  the  other,  as  it  is 
very  earnest,  but  without  excite-  from  the  angry  despair  of  that  ima- 
mcnt,  for  more  knowledge,  more  ginative  Infidel  who  cannot  forgive 
light,  a  better  understanding  of  d\-  the  cold  and  cruel  Reason  which 
vine  things.  has  beguiled  him,  for  depriving  him 
The  hero  of  this  book,  if  such  of  heaven  and  hell.  Leopardi  would 
an  expression  is  permissible,  is  a  have  been  a  happier  man  could  he 
young  Englishman,  who  has  re-  have  held  the  same  intense  and 
tired,  after  many  wanderings,  to  a  circumstantial  faith  as  Dante  did, 
lonely  villa  on  the  height  of  Mount  in  the  days  when  Purgatory  and  the 
Posilipo,  loveliest  of  all  mounts  of  infernal  regions  were  but  next  door 
vision,  to  fade  away  gradually  from  as  it  were,  and  visible  to  keen  eyes 
all  earthly  sights  and  sounds,  with  at  all  times.  But  the  dying  English- 
that  most    beautiful    landscape  on  man  of  the  nineteenth  century  could 
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no  more  have  believed  in   these  in-  tranqnillity  with  which  the  poet  would 

fArnnl  tnrmpnf^s    thin  he  coiiUl  have  ^^^'^^  «»   »^^^  ^^^^  momentous  8ub- 
lernal  torments,  tnan  uc  coma  nave  j^.^  profound  ignorance." 

consigned  his  acquaintances  to  them  ■»  »  « 
with  that  austere  splendour  of  im-  A  few  other  sketches  of  character, 
partiality  which  plunged  the  noble  or  at  least  of  types  of  philosophical 
Farinata  into  the  depths  of  hell.  intellect — perhaps  a  truer  description 
This  melancholy  but  quite  com-  — are  scattered  through  the  boolc, 
posed  and  unexcitcd  doubtfulness  of  embodying  the  various  schools  of 
everything,  however,  has  somewhat  speculation.  There  is  the  Utopian 
palled  upon  us  at  the  present  day,  Clarence,  a  visionary,  whose  belief 
by  dint  of  many  inferior  imitations  in  the  growing  happiness,  purifica- 
which  have  vulgarised  this  type  of  tion,  and  betterment  in  every  way 
mind  by  endeavouring  too  much  to  of  the  human  race,  is  with  great  in- 
make  it  represent  a  certain  arro-  sight  conjoined  to  the  gentle  craft 
gant  intellectual  superiority,  the  dis-  of  landscape-painting,  which,  by  oc- 
position  of  the  Illuminati,  who  are  cupying  the  mind  just  enough  to 
too  much  above  common  people  to  be  keep  it  wholesome  and  natural,  while 
moved  by  any  common  faith.  No  leaving  still  much  leisure  and  much 
.  such  pretension  appears  in  '  Thorn-  silence  for  the  exercises  of  medita- 
dale,'  where  the  anxious  unbeliever  tion,  is,  we  should  say,  the  very  best 
.who  finds  refuge  in  a  community  of  occupation  ever  devised  for  a  Chris- 
Cistercians,  and  the  Christian  Uto-  tian  visionary.  In  opposition  to  him 
pian  who  hopes  for  a  purified  and  en-  is  the  hard  and  powerful  unbeliever 
nobled  world,  are  represented  with  Seckendorf,  who  has  faith  in  no- 
equal  care  and  justice.  In  the  fol-  thing,  and  not  much  desire  for  faith 
lowing  sentences  Mr.  Smith  ex-  or  spiritual  curiosity  of  any  kind, 
presses  more  succinctly  and  clearly  but  who  feels  a  satisfaction  in  the 
the  very  contrast  we  have  endcav-  actual  state  of  affairs  in  the  world 
cured  to  point  out,  between  the  as  it  exists,  which  is  demanded  by 
eagerness  of  the  man  whose  spiritual  his  cheerful  animal  spirits  and  sound 
anxiety  forced  him  into  one  creed  or  physical  being.  This  latter  person- 
other,  and  the  composure  of  the  phil-  age  is  a  German  baron,  made  by 
osopher  who  regarded  all  spiritual  stress  of  circumstances  into  an  Eng- 
questions  calmly,  without  any  per-  lish  doctor — and  much  the  most 
•sonal  excitement  either  of  fear  or  decided  and  realistic  individual  of 
hope  : —  the  group.     His  arguments,  though 

we  have  no  right  to  conclude  that 

"The  two  men  were  not  very  eon-  the   author   agreed   with    them,    are 

genial.  -In  one  respect  there  could  not  the  most   forcible,    as   they  are  the 

be  a  stronger  contnwt.    Poor  Cyril  was  most   trenchant    and    decisive.     He 

tormented  all  his   life  by  the   anxious  jg   ^^io   modified   Voltairean   of    the 
question,  What  he  was  to  believe?    On       .      .        .,       •   .  ^       ^^k«.  K.,f 

rijrht   bc'lief   roust   depend    his   future  nineteenth  century— no  mocker,  but 

safety.    Tlie  poet,  when  he  could  not  regarding  Christian  institutions  and 

see  the  truth,  left  the  truth  with  God  faith     with     a     benign     criticism — 

—left  it  with  confidence   there.    Cyril  (which,    by    the   by,    is   often  more 

had  the  terrible   responsibility   thrown  ^ff^nsive  than  mockcry)-a8   things 

on    him,  at  his  own  pcnl,   to  sec  the  ""^"°*'^  tnan  uiwxvwj/  t» 

truth    himself.      You    would    say    that  very   useful   and   even   beautiful  in 

the  one  felt  this  responsibility  too  much,  themselves, — a  class  of  mental  phe- 

thc  other  too  little.    Luxmorc  was  In-  nomena  strangely  interesting  to  the 

terested  with  Cyril   at  first,  but   soon  philosopher,  though  in  no  way  re- 

weaned    of   him :    and    Cynl,    for   his  ^  ,      .  K       *.•_      ° ^„  ,„^«*uL    ^r 

part,   could    not   understand,  and    was  ceived   by   him,  or  even  worthy    of 

not  a  litUc  scandalised  at,  the  perfect  being  considered  as  possessing  any 
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claim    upon    his    belief.      Between  however,  between  these  contending 
these     three     contending     thinkers  thinkers,  is   a  certain   religiousness 
— the   monk,    the   Utopian   philoso-  of  mind — we  know  no  other  word 
pher,    and    the    distinctly  -  acknow-  to   use — which  pervades  all.     Even 
ledged     yet    perfectly    liberal    and  Seckendorf,  though  he  is  least  under 
benign   unbeliever — the   central  fig-  the  sway  of  religious  feeling,  is  not 
uro  stands,  reporting  all  they  say,  exempt  from  it     They  are  all  good 
but    leaving    the    subject    without  men,  desirous  of  learning  all  that  is  to 
any    decision,    with    no    answering  be  learned,  of  making  every  advance 
argument   of    his   own,    or   casting-  possible  in  the  way  of  truth.     And 
vote  to  give  the  victory  to  one  side  the  book,  as  we  have  already  said, 
or  another.     There  is  nothing  more  though  full  of  many  things  which 
remarkable   in   the   book   than  this  would  grieve  the  simply  orthodox, 
absolute  impartiality.     Most  writers,  is  in   reality  a  pious   book,  full  of 
in   conducting   such    an    imaginary  strange  and  beautiful  reverence  for 
discussion,  would  lean  to  one  side  the  All-Creator,  and  pervaded  with 
or    the    other,    and     unconsciously  the    purest     sentiments     of     duty, 
would  put  into  the  mouths  of  those  resignation,   and   tenderness.       We 
speakers   whom   their   own   convic-  cannot  think   that    even    the    soul 
tions  opposed,  a  feebler  strain  of  ar-  Ihost    persuadable,    most    ready   to 
gumcnt,  a  less  skilful  method.      We  accept  the  opinion  of  others  as  its 
do    not,    indeed,    know    any    other  own,  will  be  harmed  by  such  a  con- 
author  who   is   quite   clear    of  the  flict  of  opinions.     For  the  writer  is 
weakness  of  creating  men  of  straw  not  suflBciently  convinced  himself  to 
for  the  pleasure  of  knocking  them  make  any  polemical  effort.     His  own 
down.       Mr.  Smith's  mind  was   of  mental  condition  is  that  of  a  wistful, 
too  lofty  a  tone  to  adopt  this  ex-  perpetual  argument.     Some   certain 
pedient,   and  his  own  mental  posi-  firm  ground  there  is  upon  which  ho 
tion  was  not  one  of  sufficient  cer-  plants  a  foot,  but  that  one  foothold 
tainty  to  make  it  tempting  to  him.  of   truth   is   very  vague  to  the  by- 
He  was  himself  one  of  those  eager  stander.     Now  it  seems  one  thing, 
speculators,  those  questioners  after  now  another.     But  while  in  convic- 
truth.     It  is   himself  who    speaks,  tion  he  is  thus  uncertain,  in  heart  he 
now  in  one  aspect  of  his  character,  is  always  true — serving  God  in  his 
now  in  another.     His  bolder  doubts  doubt  more   than  many  another  in 
find  expression   in   Seckendorf,  his  Certainty,  sure  of  nothing  except  of 
aspirations  after  the  best  in  Clar-  some  Divine   thing   to   which   man 
cnce,  his  appreciation  of  the  beauty  is     responsible,   and — still     more — 
of  real  religion  in  Cyril.     With  all  of  some  unspeakable,  indescribable 
he   agrees,   yet   entirely   he    agrees  union  between  himself,  the  scarce- 
with  none.     The  book  comes  to  no  believer,  and   this   Divine,  whatever 
conclusion,   answers    no   questions,  it  may  be.     If  there  are  minds  which 
Ft  is  a  conflict  of  opinion  from  be-  are  shocked  by  the  possibility  of  such 
ginning  to   end,  a   struggle   of  two  a   far-reaching   communion    of    the 
or  three  human  intellects  with  each  saints,  existing,  one  does  not  know 
other — yet  scarcely  with  each  other,  how,  in  the  heart  of  this  man,  who 
all  having  certain  points  of  agree-  received  no  such  doctrine,  who  said 
ment;    rather  with  the  great  mys-  no  creed  and  perhaps  in  his  inner- 
teries  around  them,  which  all  their  most  thoughts  had  never  even  formed 
strength  is  applied,  and  vainly  ap-  one  in  which  to  express  his  faith,  we 
plied,  to  fathom.  attempt  no  explanation  of  what  we 
The    chief    point    of    agreement,  mean ;  we  only  refer    them   to  the 
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book  which  we  have  been  thus  dis-  question  of  the  origin  of  evil  is 
cussing.  *  Thorndale,'  too,  will  shock  taken  up  again,  and  rc;jcarded  in  a 
them  ;  but  if  they  are  candid  and  new  way,  from  a  novel  point  of 
susceptible  of  feeling,  it  will  touch  view,  and  with  novel  results.  The 
their  hearts  at  the  same  time  with  author  goes  the  length,  we  think,  of 
the  strangest  affecting  paradox —  endeavouring  to  prove  that  without 
the  spectacle  of  a  mind  all  astray,  evil  there  could  be  no  good  ;  and 
and  wandering  among  indefinite  that  whether  the  evil  is  spiritual  or 
shadows  and  worlds  not  realised ;  i>hysical,  it  has  an  appointed  and 
and  of  a  heart  at  anchor,  moored  necessary  place  in  the  economy  of 
to  something  ineifable,  something  the  world,  which  without  it  could 
supreme.  The  revelation  thus  not  be.  Part  of  the  argument  has 
made  is  as  touching  as  anything  in  been  taken  up  by  a  genius  more  po- 
literature.  tent  and  sovereign  than  Mr.  Smith's, 
Such  wonderful  mental  imparti-  in  the  singular  poem  of  "  Jubal,"  in 
ality,  however,  such  power  of  seeing  which  George  Eliot  has  demon- 
all  the  sides  of  a  question,  seem  strated,  or  attempted  to  demonstrate, 
somehow  incompatible  with  real  the  wonderful  u?c:;  of  the  fact  of 
power  to  attract  or  fix  the  attention  Death ;  the  quickening  of  feeling^ 
of  the  world.  The  nature  thus  the  growth  of  mental  energy  which 
characterised  misses  that  imperious  proceeded  from  its  fir.st  realisation. 
and  royal  force  which  makes  men  re-  No  such  argument  can  be  without 
cognise  their  natural  leader.  But  a  certain  fantastical  elenKjnt,  to  say 
yet  something  like  genius  is  in  the  the  least — an  overstrain  of  the  rea- 
revelation  of  such  a  mind — some-  soning  faculties  to  prove  by  sheer 
thing  which  touches  profoundly  all  intellectual  force  a  i)rinciple  which 
who  are  capable  of  appreciating  it —  is  held  at  arm's  len;jrth  by  universal 
and  with  all  the  greater  force  that  nature.  To  call  evil  good  is  one  of 
it  is  too  subtle,  too  delicate,  too  the  last  exercises  of  an  intcllcctu- 
much  expressed  by  sugsjestion,  too  alism  beyond  bounds,  and  one  of 
little  by  matter-of-fact  information,  the  least  successful.  But  though 
to  have  any  but  the  slightest  access  we  have  little  sympathy  with  Mr. 
to  the  intelligence  of  the  crowd.  Smith's  later  volume,  yet  wc  can- 
Mr.  Smith's  other  work,  *  (jraven-  not  say  that  it  is  inferior  to  the 
hurst,'  though  not  less  remarkable  preceding  one  in  anything  but  its 
in  its  refined  grace  of  diction,  or  in  plan  and  purpose,  which  condemn 
its  impartial  setting  forth  of  argu-  it  before  it  came  into  being.  The 
raent,  is  less  beiiutiful  and  less  mere  writing  of  both  these  volumes 
striking  than  *  Thorndale.'  It  has  is  nearly  perfect ;  and  there  are 
a  distinct  object^  which  at  the  very  bits  of  narrative  and  description 
outset  is  a  defect,  considering  the  which  have  a  purity  and  beauty 
nature  of  its  author ;  and  this  ob-  quite  individual.  The  very  land- 
ject,  too,  considering  its  own  char-  scape  has  amoral  significance.  What 
acter,  is  a  further  defect.  It  is  the  writer  sees  from  any  cottage 
a  somewhat  elaborate  attempt  to  window  is  not  mere  grass  and  trees, 
prove  that  evil  is  a  necessity  in  but  innumerable  episodes  of  rurallife, 
the  world — that  without  it  there  all  relieved  against  the  trees  and  the 
would  be  less  enjoyment,  less  en-  gras.s,  all  overllowitig  with  tender 
ergy,  less  bejuity — that  it  is  the  human  feeling,  and  the  profoundcst 
shadow  necessary  to  every  picture,  susceptibility  to  all  gentle  sympa- 
and  at  the  same  time  the  stimulant  tliies.  "Were  this  a  review  of  Mr. 
to    every    exertion.     The    old,    old  Smith's  works,  we  should  be  tempt- 
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ed  hero  to  pause  and  present  the  contributors.  So  lately  as  July 
reader  with  some  of  these  fresh  and  1871  his  last  contribution  appeared 
tender  sketches.  The  beginning  of  in  these  pages ;  so  that  his  connec- 
*  Thorndalc '  is  full  of  them,  and  tion  with  the  Magazine  lasted  for  a 
they  are  almost  all  beautiful.  To  period  of  thirty  years.  For  a  long 
this  bQok,  indeed,  we  return  as  the  time  he  had  been  the  philosophical 
real  monument  of  a  most  gentle  critic  par  excellence^  and  Inany  of 
genius,  too  thinly  clothed  with  earth-  our  readers  will  recollect  the  admir- 
ly  garments  to  stand  against  the  able  reviews  of  works  of  this  de- 
storms  of  this  world,  or  make  a  com-  scription,  in  which  the  grace  and 
manding  place  in  it.  The  author  refinement  of  his  style  was  scarcely 
himself  recommends  the  book  to  less  remarkable  than  the  singular 
**  him  who  is  apt  to  pause  with  the  and  almost  excessive  impartiality 
forefinger  in  the  half- closed  volume."  and  power  of  appreciation  whicn 
Such  a  reader  will  ever  appreciate  always  distinguished  him.  lie  was 
such  a  writer ;  and  all  who  read  ever  more  ready  to  agree  than  dis- 
this  work  with  sympathy  will  know  approve,  finding  in  almost  every- 
the  man  who  produced  it  better  thing  some  side  upon  which  he  could 
than  by  any  further  description  we  sympathise  with  the  writer,  and 
can  give.  condemning  only  when  driven  to  it 
•The  life  of  a  man  of  this  mental  by  some  sharp  necessity  which  even 
mould  is  seldom  remarkable ;  and  his  gentle  soul  could  not  ignore, 
there  was  in  Mr.  Smith  the  same  To  say  of  these  articles  all  that  we 
shadow  of  shrinking  timidity,  and  should  wish  to  say,  would  be  some- 
shyness  carried  to  a  painful  length,  thing  like  applauding  ourselves,  for 
which  incapacitated  the  poet  Cowper  do  they  not  form  part  of  Maga  ? 
for  the  exertions  of  life.  The  resem-  but  it  would  bo  unjust  to  his  name 
blance  occurs  to  our  mind,  without,  not  to  indicate,  at  least,  the  long 
however,  going  further  than  this  course  of  useful  work,  not  less 
primary  accident,  for  nothing  could  valuable  or  influential  that  it  was 
be  more  sound  pr  sane  than  Mr.  anonymous,  in  which  he  was  en- 
Smith's  fine  intelligence  at  all  gaged  for  so  many  years, 
periods  of  his  life.  He  was  brought  The  three  tragedies  which  we  find 
up  for  the  Bar,  but  his  constitu-  in  a  small  volume  bearing  his  name, 
tional  shyness  prevented  him  from  probably — though  here  we  speak 
ever  facing  the  world  in  any  public  without  book — belonged  to  an  earlier 
capacity.  And  ho  had  no  spur  of  period  of  his  career.  We  do  not 
necessity  to  drive  him  into  work,  think  that  any  very  high  place  can 
He  disliked  all  society  in  the  con-  bo  claimed  for  them  among  dramatic 
ventional  sense  of  the  word,  though  productions  ;  but  the  fact  that  Mac- 
no  one  could  bo  more  profoundly  ready,  on  reading  *Athelwold '  (which 
social,  more  genial  or  kind.  His  had  been  sent  to  him,  without  name 
contributions  to  this  Magazine  or  recommendation,  when  published), 
began  so  far  back  as  1839,  and  saw  so  much  excellence  in  it  that  he 
since  then  have  continued  regularly  immediately  communicated  with  the 
at  intervals — a  connection  always  author  through  the  publishers,  and 
pleasant  on  both  sides,  and  accom-  produced  the  play  at  Drury  Lane, 
panied  by  that  most  warm  and  true  speaks  a  great  deal  in  its  favour, 
friendship  between  writer  and  ed-  It  is,  however,  forgotten  now,  as 
itor,  which  all  the  literary  staff  seems  the  fate  of  plays,  except  when 
of  Maga  will  agree  in  considering  they  are  produced  by  the  highest 
one  of  the  special  privileges  of  her  genius.       Somo    of    the    occasional 


436  William  Smith.  [Oct 

verses    which     we     find   scattered  and    thought,   and    the    society    of 

through  •  Thorndalc '  are  very  sweet  those  dear  to  them.     From   the  very 

— refined   and   melodious   as  every-  touching  narrative    of   Mr.    Smithes 

thing  which  came  from  his  lips ;  but  later    days,     which     his    wife    has 

they  are  not  sufl3ciently  remarkable  written     with    her     tears    for    the 

to   claim    any   special   notice.      His  friends    who    loved    him,   we    may 

nature  was   poetic,  and   so  was  his  quote  a  few  particulars  of  this  rare 

prose,  which  contains  many  passages  existence  :  — 
worthy  of  being  quoted  as  specimens 

of  the  very  best  English  of  our  day  ;        u  y^^  gpcnt  nine,  ten,  eleven  montlir, 

but  the    medium   of  verse  was   not  as  the  ciwc  might  be,   in  Bonie  cxqui- 

that  w^hich   was  most  natural  or  con-  bUc  country  or  other,  and  the  rest  of 

(genial  to  him.  ^^^®   3'^^   ^^    Brighton    or    Edlnburgl:. 

T*    ;.  „i,^«««  «    A^M^^ir.  ^»f*^.  *«  And    there    was    a    freedom    from     all 

It   IS  always  a  delicate  matter  to  j^^^^   cares-an    utter   absence  of   dis- 

lift  even  a  comer  of  the  veil  which  cusslon  as  to  8er\ants,  ways  and  means, 
shrouds  the  private  life  of  such  a  household  anxieties  of  every  kind, 
man ;  vet  in  this  case  there  is  some    which  suited  his  temperament  best    I 

reason'for  drawing  it  so  far  aside  as  ^^  "^  ^»"?",  7!SV^''\  ^'',/r^^'i^^^i'*T 
V  1  ^u  A.  •  -i'  i*  about,  as  I  infallibly  should  have  done, 
may  be  done  without  indiscretion,  f^^,  ^^t  my  most  transient  thought  was 
He  whom  the  shrinking  delicacy  of  ever  kept  back  from  him.  .  .  AVo 
his  mental  constitution  had  with-  had  been  twice  in  Switzerhmd  together, 
drawn  from  active  life  in  his  youth,  ^^^  fP^nt  six  summers  in  the  Lftke 
««,!  «,i,^  u^A  ^u^cr.^  o««i„o:/«  ««^  country,  and  two  by  the  sea  at  Bar- 
and  who  had  chosen  seclusion  and  „,outh  and  Bude.  fhe  love  of  nature 
the  pensive  pleasures  of  a  contem-  which  is  so  marked  a  feature  in  *Thoni- 
plative  existence  as  the  best  which  dale,*  'Gravenhurst'— nay,  in  every  one 
the  world  had  in  store  for  him — had  «f  their  writer's  contributions  to  serial 
such  a  sudden  illumination  of  love  htcrature-was,  as  might  be  expected, 
,  •  1  ^  11  1  .  *  v-^iv/'^^  ^  perfect  passion  In  the  man.  It  Mas 
and  congenial  fellowship  poured  up-  enough  to  make  him  overflow  with  joy- 
on  the  later  chapters  of  his  life,  as  ousncss — tlie  joyousness  of  a  bird— that 
does  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  many  a  sudden  sunbeam  should  lic:ht  up  a 
men,  even  at  the  most  ardent  period  favourite  birch-tree  In  the  perfection  of 
e  *u  •  ^«:^*  -.«  ir  •  ^  its  sprino:  or  autumn  beauty,  that  ho 
of    their    existence        He     marncd  ^^^^J  ^-^ch  day  by  day.    Tlas  intense 

twelve  years  ago  a  lady  quahfied  m    lovc  of  the  beautiful  never  diminished, 

every  way  to  brighten  and  complete    but  it  seemed,  as  years  went  on,  to  find 

the    life   which   had    been   so    long    a  more  and  more  easy  satisfaction.    He 

comnanionless   and  whose  dcon  and    "^  ^^"^^^  panted  for  tlic  snowy  Alps 
companioniess,  ana  wnose  aecp  ana    ^j^^^  ^^^  brought  him  such  hij^h   nu)- 

passionato  attachment  threw  a  gleam  ^urc;  nay,  he  believed  he  could  m 
of  that  romance  which  is  dear  to  future  surrender  his  much-loved  Cuni- 
humanity  upon  the  pale  and  sober  bcrland  mountains  for  more  common- 
records  of  middle  age.  These  last  P^^^^  sceneiy.  Wherever  a  tree  rose 
.  ,  _  'J  1  *  1  up  asjainst  the  skv,  with  the  sun  shln- 
twelye  years  were  an  idyl  of  love  ^^^  through  ite  leivcs,  there  he  would 
and  happiness.  The  pair  thus  com-  gtand  spell-bound.  Trees  were  his 
pletely  united  lived  like  the  lovers  darlings  to  the  last  ... 
of  a  pastoral,  without  the  cares  of  V^ne    of    his    characteristics    was   a 

ordinary  conventional  life   spending  rifUllTof  1^^\1  "r'nc^^ 

their  pleasant  days,    as   the    fancy  disinclined   to    rise  at  the  usual  hour, 

took   them,  in  one  beautiful    region  nor  reluctant  to  enter  upon  the  mom- 

or   another,    living  for   each    other,  ing's  work,  whether  it  were  the  reading 

for  the  congenial  and  pleasant  work    ^^.,.r"""^'n  ^llLH^/'JrL  ^J:^^J.T^Z 
,  .  ,  ^  *^      1      -.1    A         With  pen  In  hand — for  In  either  case  the 

which    was  never  pursued  with  too    pursuit  was  stUI  '  thinking.'    His  mind 
much  absorption  or  hurry,  for  study    was    not   very    susceptible    of   passive 
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enjoyment :   he  would  seldom,  for  in-  placed — and   this,  to  his  nature,  was  a 

stance,  let  the  figures  of  a   novel   flit  precious  immunity." 

across  it    leaving   little   trace    behind.         m^s.  Smith  quotes  here  some  ten- 

To  him  books  were  work  rather  than  ,  j      v        •  u*  u 

relaxation ;    unless  they  brought  mate-  ?er    and    charmmg    verses,    which 

rial  for  fresh  action  to  his  own  hitcl-  breathe   the   very  spirit — somewhat 

lect,    thoy  were    of    little    value.    But  self-absorbed  in  tliat  delightful   ego- 

that    intellect    was    always    ready    to  tism  d  deux,  which   is   not   selfish- 

grapple     with      such     works     as     did  ness— of   this    secluded    aftd    liinnv 

tills.    Never   had   he  a  headache   or  a  °ess— oi   mis   seciuaqa   ana    nappy 

destjtuvri  mood  :    never  was  he  listless  existence: 

or  apathetic.      Never  was  the  eye,    or  "Oh,  vex  me  not  with  needless  cry 

the     mind,    or     the     temper     clouded.        Of  what  the  world  may  think  or  claim ; 

There    was    always    the     same     sweet  ^^  ^i»®  sweet  life  pass  sweetly  by, 

playfulness  and  vivid  perccpUon  of  the       ^^®  !!J?®'  *^®  ^"^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

small  things  which  make  up  so  much  _.       ^^  ^ '      _^       ,.^    x.   ^  %.         i 

of  our  daily    life.     He  was    invariably  Thee.  Nature.  Thonght-that  bums  hi  me 

alive  to  tbem  aU.      From  the  abstract  Th'eili'ilJst^sSiSSS^Tt^^fe'l^ 

character  of   his    habitual    thinking,   it       xhe  same,  the  same,  and  evermore   the 

might    have    been    supposed    that    he  same. 

would    be  occasionally    absent-minded.  Here  find  I  taskwork,  here  society  ; 

I  never  knew  an   instance  of  this  ten-        Thou  art  my  gold,  thou  art  my  fame  : 

dency  in  him.      He    was    as    ready    to  Let  the  sweet  life  pass  sweetly  by, 

talk    to    his    consUint    companion,    to        The  same,  the  same,  and  every,  day  the 

enter  into  and  to  share  all  the  blissful  same." 

nonsense  that  characterises  the  happy,         Who  would  not  be  thankful  that 

•"f  HV!l\^^^^^^^®  "^'^^  not  await  him  on  the    lonely    man    had  this    "sweet 
the  little  desk    some  unfinished   paper  i;^«»  ^4.  j.i:«  ««^   ^*  i,:«  ^«„c;.,«  ^^ 
on    a    metaphysical  problem,   or    some  ]'{^     ^\  **^®  ®"d.,?^  *"/  pensive  ex- 
work  tasking  all  his  well-known  power  istence  ?   who  will   not  feel  a   pang 
of    concentrated    attention.    ...     I  to  see  it  stealing  out  of  his  hold  ? 
do    not    say     there    were    no    hours  Its  tender  monotony,  yet  perpetual 
of  depression.    When    the    winter    or  freshness,  were  balm  and  medicine 
summer     mo*c     wsis     impending — ^and  -  n    11  ji        r    !•£  j 
our  circumstances,   our  wandering  life,  i^r    all    the    wounds    of    life     and 
necessitated  these  moves — he    was    for  thought.     But    the    time   came   for 
the  time  depressed.    He  used  to  com-  it    to    pass    away    like     all     lovely 
pare  hinisclf  to  a  vase  of  water  which  things.     In    the    early   summer    of 
looked  clear  while  at  rest,   but  got  tur-  i«„i.°  «„«   u*     „;*«   u«««^    1  :.„   „««, 
bid   when    shaken.    But,    oh,    ft   soon  last  year  his  wife  heard   him  say, 
cleared  again!  The  expectation  of  guests,  as  they  stood  watching  the  sunset,, 
too,  would  sometimes  a  little   perturb  "The  summers  will  be  few.^'     And,, 
the  student,  who  loved  his  rule  of  life  ;  indeed,  that  May  was  his  last.     He 
but  no  guest  of  his  wUl  easily  forget  fell  iU  of  a  mysterious  malady— fever- 
the  gracious  cordiality  of  his  welcome,  o.                   "^          •  j    u                  ^i 
or  his  sweet  faculty  of  making  every  ^^^    unaccompanied    by   any   other 
one,   whether  of  related  intelligence  to  symptom  of  illness — w I. ich  gradually 
his  or  not,  feel  instantly  and  absolutely  wore   his   strength   away.     The   in- 
at  home.    Neither  did  we  ever  receive  terval  of  hopes  and  fears  which  is,, 
any  guests  who  were  not  friends  :    and,  „i  „  ,  „^  „„„ri   *«n««,«^      ««xi  «♦  *kl 
moreover,  there  w.is  that  in  our  simpli  alas!  so  usual,  followed  ;  and  at  the 
way  of  life,  simple  habits  of  aU  kinds,  end  of  the  year  he  said,  half  play- 
that   sifted    even    these.      Certainly   it  fully,   half-sadly,  to  his  wife — "Oh, 
was  (Jnly  the  unworldly  and  inteUigent  Lucy,     we     will     go     off    together 
that  cared  to  come  to  us,  or  ever  did  to    the    roiintrv      have    done    with 
come.     We  had  no  mere  acquatntance,  ^   ,r.®    COU'V  /'  ,        ®     ,   ?u 
no  surface  intercourse  with  the  'neigh-  medicines  and  doctors,  and  there  we- 
bourhood '  in  which  we  chanced  to  be  will  calmly  and  quietly  wait  the  in- 
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evitablo  end,  and  we  will  love  each  days.     He    pitied    "infinitely"    the 

other  to  the  last!"     The    illness,  heart-broken    wife    whom    he    was 

however,   pursued  its  way,  spite  of  about  to  leave  behind  him  ;    but  for 

all  struggles  of  science,  spite  of  all  himself  went  smiling  into  the  dark- 

the  more  terrible  struggles  of  love,  ness,  for  which  his  searching  intel- 

With  all  his  friends  breaking  their  lect  had  striven  in  vain   to  find  a 

hearts  round  him,  he  was  the  only  clue    of   guidance,   but    which    the 

one  whose   cheerfulness  was  never  heart   that  loved  God   even  in  its 

forced.      "  The  bright,  sweet  smile,  intellectual  ignorance  of  Him,  never 

that  only  got  brighter  and   sweeter  feared.     No  saint  ever  died  a  more 

to  the  last,  the   animated   manner,  blessed  death  ;    no  saint  ever  lived  a 

and,  above  all,  the  interest  he  took  more  blameless,  beneficent,  reverent 

in    everything    and   everybody  but  life :  God  knows  the  rest ;   and  he 

his  own  self  and  his  own  state^  pre-  is    a    narrow  believer    indeed   who 

vented  his    friends    from    realising  cannot    trust    in    the  arms   of  the 

that  he  was   dangerously  ill."     He  heavenly  father  this  gentle  soul. 

ceased  to  be  able  to  sleep.     "But  We    find    the     following    verses 

those   anxious  nights  were   not  all  within    the    cover    of    his    devoted 

unhappy  ;    he  used  to  be  not  merely  wife's    memorial    of    him.     Where 

cheerful   but  playful   during  those  they  were  written,  and   how,  we  are 

sleepless  hours.    Nothing  provoked  not  told;    but  we  quote  them   for 

a  gesture   or    tone    of    impatience,  the  sake  of  any  reader  whose  mind 

much  less  a  complaint;  it  was  always  may   be    haunted    by    the  -pensive 

the  alleviations  on  which  he  dwelt"  gloom  of  *Thorndale.' 

One  night,  while   the  anxious  wife 

kept  silent,  hoping  he  was  asleep,  ^^_                    *v        i        ^      .  *     i 

,    *^      ij^ r    c^Ci     4iv«„»  irv«^«   c««  *'The     crown,     the    palm    of    saliits     in 

he  suddenly  said,      Your  love  sup-  Paradise, 

ports  me ;"     and  something  in  the  My  wearied  spirit  does    not   crave    to 

almost    solemn    tone    of    his   voice  Breatb^^ln   Thj  cop,   O  Christ,  of    ago- 

struck   her   with   terror.     This  was  nles— 

the  beginning  of  the  very  last  chap-  ®'*^B!w'{Jy  ^^   ^**^®'   ^^  ^^^   °^° 

ter  of  all.     The    mysterious    fever  ^^     ^'^   ' 

came  upon  him   day  by  day,   like 

some  spectral  foe,  parching  up  the  to  weep  as  Thoa  bast  wept,  I  ask  no 

very  blood    in    his  veins,  clasping  „    ™?'*T..                 .v  *           i     -. 

,;•',                J,            ••i./i.i  Be  mine  the  sorrows  that  were  known 

him  closer  and  closer   m   its   fatal  to  Thee; 

embrace.     He  would  seem  to   have  To  the  bright  'heavens  I  have  no  strength 

had   neither    regret    nor    doubt    in  B^t^^j^^iid   find   Th^e   on   Thy  Cal- 

3those    last    suffering    but    tranquil  vary." 
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A  TRUE  REFORMER.-PART  VIII. 
^  CDAPTER   XXXI. — A   FIRST   EFFORT   WITH    A   NEW   BBOOM. 

TuE  time     seemed   now  to  have  ledge  of  the  mysteries  of  routine  in 

come  for  a  first  attempt  to  enter  up-  all  its  branches.     And  the  best  proof 

on  the  task  which  I  had  been  bold  of  the  success  of  my  labours  was, 

enough  to  propose  to   myself.     By  that  I  could  now  predict  with  almost 

dint  of  careful  attention  and  appli-  certainty,  what  would  be  the  fate  of 

cation   I  had  pretty  well  mastered  any  paper  that  came  into  the  office ; 

the  secrets  of  departmental  routine,  what,  for  example,  would  be  the  na- 

without  which  it  would  be  hopeless  ture  of  the  objections  raised  upon  a 

to  attempt  the  initiation  of  changes,  contingent  bill ;   in  what  cases  the 

A  man  may  administer  an  office  well  office  would  discover  that  some  new 

by  sheer  force  of  ability,   without  additional  certificate  was  necessary 

diving    deep    into    things;  but    to  which  had  never  before  been  pre- 

carry  out  changes  of  system,  a  know-  scribed  in  any  known   regulation  ; 

ledge  of  details  is  absolutely  essen-  under  what  circumstances  a  general 

tial.     All  successful  administrators,  could  issue  an  extra   ration  without 

Pitt,  Peel,    Napoleon,   Wellington —  first  telegraphing  up  to  us  for  sanc- 

not  to  mention  our  own  Mr.  Merri-  tion ;  what  would  be  the  conditions 

field — have    been    conspicuous    for  that  might  justify   a  distant   com- 

thcir  mastery  of  details.     In   every  manding  engineer  in  driving  in  a  nail 

great  department  the  obstruction  to  on  his  own  authority,  and  what  those 

reform     does   not   come    from  any  that  would  involve  the  deputation  of 

factious  opposition;  it  arises  partly  a  young  officer  from  our  establish- 

from  the  vanity  which  resists  any  ment  to  tell  him  how  to  do  it ;  how 

change  which  strikes  at  men's  self-  many  different  forms  a  battery  officer 

importance,  but  still   more,  because  making  a  requisition  for  repairs  to 

men  who  spend  their  lives  in  the  his  carriages  would  have  to  send  in 

performance  of  routine  business  be-  before  he  hit  upon  the  right  one ; 

come  unable  at  last  to  see  beyond  how  many  paragraphs  Burley  would 

it ;  they  get  to  regard  it  as  the  end  put  into  a  report — upon  these,  and 

instead  of  the  means.     This  was  em-  a  variety  of  similar  interesting  prob- 

phatically  what  had    happened    in  lems,    1   used  to   exercise    my    in- 

our  Pall  Mall  establishment,  where  genuity,   and   it  was    gratifying  to 

many  of  our  most  respected  mem-  observe  how  accurate  my  diagnosis 

hers  had  really  got  to  look  upon  the  had  become.     It  was  quite  a  new 

army  as  a  mere  appendage   to   the  sort  of  inductive  philosophv. 

office,  kept  up  in  order  to  furnish  it  But    further,     as    admmistrative 

with  occupation.     But  these  men  of  arrangements  are  greatly  mixed  up 

routine  are  great  in  details,  and  to  with  matters    of    account,   it    was 

overcome    their  powers    of  passive  necessary  to    f2;et  an    acquaintance 

obstruction  you    must    be  able  to  with  the  mysteries  of  book-keeping, 

beat    them  at  their  own  weapons.  Not    liking    to    make    known    my 

This  then  had  been  my  first  aim ;  wishes    to    an^    one  in  the  office, 

and  while  my  branch  had  come  to  where  the  notion  of  the  head  of  a 

regard  me  as  a  harmless  creature,  department  —  especially    a    Parlia- 

though,  perhaps  a  trifle  inquisitive,  mentary    head — wanting  to  under- 

I  was  gradually  acquiring  a  know-  stand    details  of    that  sort  would 
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have  been  regarded  as  a  piece  of  Thus  fortified,  the  moment  seem- 
eccentric  curiosity  unsupported  by  ed  to  have  come  for  a  first  step, 
any  precedent,  I  got  Mr.  Patterson's  The  interest  of  the  country  in 
book-keeper  to  give  me  private  les-  army  affairs  generally  ,  had  '  died 
sons  of  an  evening ;  and  as  soon  as  away  for  the  time,  or  possibly 
his  knowledge  of  the  subject  was  the  apparent  inertness  of  the  new 
exhausted,  I  engaged  the  assistant-  official  might  have  been  noticed, 
cashier  of  my  former  oflBce,  the  Me-  As  it  was,  the  Overseer  remarked 
tropolitan  and  Provincial  Bank,  to  one  Saturday,  apropos  of  some- 
teach  me  banking  accounts,  finishing  thing  military,  that  the  atmo- 
up  with  the  instruction  of  a  young  sphere  of  ofiicc  appeared  to  have 
man  from  Counterpain,  Batt^  Crow,  had  its  usual  effect  in  my  case. 
&  Co.,  the  well  -  known  public  Since  Captain  West  became  Pay- 
accountants.  Many  a  long  evening  master  General  to  the  Forces,  it  was 
was  spent  thus  profitably  in  the  observed  in  a  smart  little  paragraph, 
back  parlor  of  the»house  by  Queens  there  had  been  no  more  of  his  lively 
Gate,  while  Eva  and  Sybil  were  speculations  on  military  policy.  If 
out  at  parties,  and  I  more  than  the  Government  wanted  to  gag  this 
once  got  whipped  by  Glissereene  promising  young  member,  they  had 
(the  Government  whip)  for  being  certainly  succeeded.  It  was  time  then 
absent  from  divisions ;  but  I  was  to  give  up  seeming  to  slumber,  and 
rewarded  in  the  end  when,  under  these  coming  manoeuvrca  appeared 
the  light  of  these  studies,  the  mys-  to  furnish  a  good  lever  for  the  first 
teries  of  military  accounts  became  effort  Accordingly,  I  determined  to 
unfolded.  It  was  not  much  to  seek  out  Lord  Stowc,  and  unburden 
make  the  discovery  that  I  understood  myself  of  my  ideas  on  the  subject, 
them  as  well  as  Mr.  Aweditte,  the  I  found  the  Secretary  of  State  en- 
Reviewer  General,  for  I  had  always  gaged  apparently  in  answering  pri- 
held  a  shrewd  suspicion  that,  like  vate  notes,  as  was  generally  the  case 
most  of  the  heads  of  departments,  when  I  went  into  his  room.  I  at 
my  respected  deputy  did  not  know  once  plunged  into  the  subject 
much  about  these  things ;  but  it  was  "  Lord  Stowe,  I  have  been  think- 
something  to  feel  a  match  for  all  the  ing  a  good  deal  over  our  present  way 
ledger-keepers  and  journal-writers  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the 
who  occupied  a  rabbit-warren  of  army,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
rooms  under  my  control.  Still  is  room  at  least  for  consideration 
more  gratifying  was  it  to  have  a  whether  the  system  may  not  be  im- 
clear  perception  of  the  beauty  of  proved.  I  should  be  glad  to  be 
the  system ;  how  the  whole  aim  allowed  to  speak  to  you  on  the  mat- 
and  end  of  it  seemed  to  be  to  work  ter — that  is,  if  I  am  not  interrupting 
up  to  the  Parliamentary  grants  and  you  V^ 

obtain  vouchers ;  and   how,  accord-  "  Oh,    not   in    the  least ;    I    am 

ingly,  while  nobody  could  spend  two-  always  ready  of  course  to  discuss 

pence-halfpenny  in  any  part  of  the  these  things  with    you,"  and  Lord 

British  empire  without  proving  that  Stowe,  looking  rather  bored,  glanced 

he  had  done  so  to  our  satisfaction,  at  the  sheet  of    note-paper  before 

by  sending  up  a  receipt  for  the  item  him — at     which    I    too,     I    grieve 

to  our  office,  the  accounts  presented  to    confess,     involuntary    glancing, 

to  Parliament  did  not  bring  out  the  could    not    help     recognising    the 

final  cost  of  any  one  item  of  expen-  words,    **My    dear     Sophia,      and 

diture  whatsoever,  from  a  r^ment  recollecting  therefrom  that  one   of 

down  to  a  rifle.  his  lordship's   daughters  bore  that 
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name.       "  Not    at    all,"     said    my  in   the  Commons   I   never  lost  an 

chief,   "  business  is  business  ;"    and  opportunity   of   saying  how   admir- 

so  saying  Lord  Stowe  gave  up  his  ably  the  public  business  was  carried 

note  altogether,  and   turned  round  on  by  the  permanent  civil  service, 

in  his  chair  to  listen,  his  face  bear-  and  how,  in  fact,  but  for  them,   it 

ing  a  beautiful  aspect  of  resignation,  could  not  be  carried  on  for  a  day.'* 

"This  AVar  Office  is  a   very  big  "I  don't  want  for  a  moment  to 

concern."  be  thought  to  disparage    the  per- 

"  It  is  indeed ;  T  should  say  it  is  manent  civil  service,  but  what  has 

the  heaviest  department  of  the  whole ;  impressed  me  very  strongly   is  the 

nearly  a  thousand  letters  come  in  fact  that  all  this  press  of  business 

every  day,  I  am  told.     But  the  Home  and    this    enormous     establishment 

Office  is  a  heavy  Office  too ;  there  are  kept  agoing  merely  to  look  after 

is  not  so  much  work  coming  in  and  a  little  bit  of  an  army.     If  we  are 

going  out,  but  some  of  the  cases  they  to  receive  and  send  out  a  thousand 

get  are  very  big,  and  then  you  see  letters  a-day  with  a  hundred  thou- 

the  office  is  much  smaller ;  here  the  sand  men,  and   that   in  peace  time, 

establishment  is  very  large."  where   would  be  the  limits   of  our 

**  And   not   only  very   large,  but  business    supposing  we  had  to  put 

our  business  is  very  complicated.     It  half  a  million  into  the  field  ?     Why, 

is  not  always  easy  to  know  how  a  all  Pall  Mall  would  not  hold  us." 

case   should   be    dealt    with    when  "  But  then  that  is  a  case  that  will 

it    does    come.       I    know    that    it  never    arise.     If    one    principle    of 

took  me  some  weeks  of  hard  work  English  policy  is  more  clear  than 

merely    to    get    to    the    bottom   of  another,  it  is  that  we  shall  never  at- 

the  routine."  tempt  to  compete  with  Continental 

"  Well,"     replied     Lord     Stowe,  powers  in  respect  of  their  great  mili- 

smiling  as  if  he  were  going  to  say  tary    establishments.     An    English 

a  good  thing,    "1  confess  I  have  not  army  must  necessarily  be  a  small 

got  to  the   bottom  of  it  yet,   but  one.      England,    if  she   engages    in 

then,  you  see,  I  only  deal  with  the  military  operations  on  the  Continent, 

part  that  finds  its  way  up  to   the  must  operate  with  allies.     This  has 

top.     And  I  must  say  the  cases  are  always  been  her  policy,  and  always 

put  before  me  in  very  good  form,  will   be."     And,   saying   this.   Lord 

I  am  not  quite  sure  that  we  might  Stowe  leaned  back  in  his  chair  and 

not   introduce  the  Board  of    Com-  crossed  his  legs  as  if  he  thought  he 

merce  method  of  docketing.     They  rather  resembled  Mr.  Pitt 

do  things  very  well  at  the  Board  ;  "  At  any   rate,"    I   replied,    '*  we 

but  after  all  this  is  a  very  big  affair,  act  as  if  these  were  our  principles, 

as    you    truly   observe,    and    it  is  If  the  French  or  the  Austrians,  not 

ticklish  work  touching  any  part  of  to  say  the  Germans,  were  to  handle 

a  complicated  machine."  their  half-million  of  soldiers  in  the 

"  It    is    a    complicated    machine  way  we   deal   with  our  little   force, 

indeed,  and  wants  a  lot  of  oil  con-  their  administration  would  collapse 

stantly  poured  on  it  to  keep  it  run-  at  once.     But  apart  from  the  ques- 

ning  smoothly.     And  it  would   not  tion  of  numbers,  I  would  ask  whe- 

tako  much,  I   suspect,  to  throw   it  ther,  if  we  barely  get  along  with  all 

out  of  gear."  this  pother  in  peace-time,  with  this 

"Very  true,  but  then  we  have  a  enormous   office  and   our  thousand 

very  able  staff  of  officials  to  keep  letters  a  day,  what  would  happen  to 

the     thing    going,    and    admirably  us  if  we  had  to  go  to  war  ?    It  seems 

they  do  their  work.     AVhen  I   was  to  me  that,  no  matter  how  small  the 
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army  might  bo,  our  department  would  aback  for  a  moment  at  this  outburst, 

utterly  break  down."  but  quickly  recovered  himself. 

"  Well,  but,  as  to  that,  I  suppose  "  My  dear  West,"   he  said,  after 

if  we  had  to  go  to  war,  matters  would  a  short  pause,   "  you   draw  a  very 

be  carried  on  somewhat  differently,  alarming  picture,  but  I  don*t  think 

It  is  hardly  fair  to  criticise  a  peace  things  are  really  so  bad  as  all  that, 

system  by  assuming  a  totally  differ-  although  I  daresay  there  is  a  great 

ent   state   of   things.     No  doubt  in  deal  of  force  in  what  you  say.     Still, 

such  a  case  our  system  of  adminis-  if  we  were  in  such  an  unsatisfactory 

tration  would  undergo   the  needful  state,  people  would   have   found  it 

modification  to  suit  the  altered  con-  out  long  before  this. " 

ditions."  "You  can  soon  find  out  the  fact 

**  And  before  we  had  carried  out  for  yourself.  Lord  Stowe,  if  you  go 

this  change,  there  would  be  another  into  the  matter." 

Crimean   break-down.     No,  not  an-  *'  Well,   I   donH   profess  to   have 

other,  it  would  bo  something  twenty  that  knowledge  of  details  which  you 

times  w6rse.     Then  you  were  merely  military  men   possess,    but   I   donH 

unprepared,  and  a  system  had  to  be  speak    of    what    I     know    myself, 

created,  but  there  was  at  any  rate  Look  at  other  people — look  at  the 

nothing  to  pull  down.     But  now  tho  public  generally,  and  the  army  itself, 

first   step   needed  would  be  to  get  they  all   seem  pretty  satisfied  with 

rid   of    the  monstrous  incubus  we  tho  present  state  of  things." 

have  been  building  up  all  these  years.  **I   suppose  the   public  generally 

There    would   be   found,    I   fear,   a  think  that  it  is  not  their  business  to 

force  of  obstructiveness,  and  interfer-  consider  these  things,  but  tho  busi- 

ence,  and   over-centralisation,  about  ness  of  the  people  who  are  paid  to 

this    overgrown    department,    suflB-  look  after  them.     As  for  tho  army, 

cicnt  to  drag  down  the  finest  army  you  would  not  think  it  viewed  the 

and  tho  best  general  England  ever  present  system  with  complacency  if 

produced.     I  declare,  my  lord,  when  you  knew  it  as  well  as  I  do.     Tho 

I    think   of   our  hopeless  incompe-  army  does  not  swear  as  it  used  to 

tence  to  undertake  a  war  imder  our  do    in     Flanders — that    would    be 

present  system  ;    the  inevitable  dis-  thought    bad    manners    nowadays ; 

aster  that  would  follow  an  attempt  but  it  expresses  itself  very  forcibly 

to  do  so,  with  our  cumbersome  over-  about  our  department,  I  can  assure 

centralisation,  our  multiplication  of  you.     But  they  feel,  and  feel  truly, 

checks    upon    checks,   and    wheels  that  there  is  no  good  making  a  row  ; 

upon  wheels,  with  all   tho  loss  of  the  reform  must  come  from  within 

power  and  the  friction  they  produce  ;  if  it  is  to  bo  successful." 

when   I  think   of  this,  and  of  the  "But  you  speak  as  if  there  were 

disgrace  that  must  happen,  if    wo  no  military  men  in  the  office,  where- 

aro  put  to  the  trial,  the  rage  of  the  as  there   are    plenty,  and  they  all 

uation  that  would  burst  forth,  and  seem   perfectly   satisfied    with    the 

the  execration  that  would  bo  poured  present  state  of  things.     Take  Biu*- 

on  the  heads  of  those  who  are  re-  ley,   for  instance ;  he  is   a  general 

sponsible,  I  declare  my  anxiety  be-  officer,  and  a  man  of  great  experi- 

comes    positive    torture    sometimes  enco,   yet  he  does  not  share  your 

when  thinking  of  these  things.     It  alarmist  views." 

seems  as  if  we  were  living  on  tho  "Burley  is  no  doubt  a   General 

edge  of  a  mine,  awaiting  an  explo-  and  a  K.C.B.,  and  all  the  rest  of  it, 

sion  that  must  como  sooner  or  later."  but  he  has  not  done  any  military 

Lord  Stowe  seemed  rather  taken  duty,  I  believe,  for  the  last  thirty 
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years.  His  life  seems  to  have  gone  any  grand  scheme  of  army  reform 
in  compiling  blue-books  and  taking  with  such  a  presence  presented  it- 
out  averages.  Besides,  it  strikes  me  self  very  vividly  to  my  mind, 
that  most  of  these  people  have  The  silence  remained  unbroken 
had  such  long  terms  of  office  duty  for  a  few  moments,  during  which 
that  they  have  come  to  look  at  the  question  occurred  to  me,  what 
things  with  official  eyes.  That  is  would  be  the  state  of  things  in  case 
why  I  trouble  you  so  soon.  I  wish  of  an  invasion,  or  supposing  an 
to  speak  from  first  impressions,  before  army  had  to  be  sent  on  some  foreign 
T  too  fall  under  the  spell  of  office."  expedition  ?     I   pictured   to   myself 

Lord    Stowe    looked    particularly  Lord  Stowe  on  horseback  at  Tilbury 

sagacious  as,  after  a  pause,  he  re-  receiving  an   invasion   at  the  head 

plied,  that  while  it  was  very  grati-  of   the   troops,    or    Lord   Stowe    in 

tying    to    perceive  my   zeal   in   the  his    cabinet     dictating     comprehen- 

public   service,  and   he  was   deeply  sive  instructions  for  embarking  an 

interested    in   what    I    said,   yet    I  army.      And   I   thought    that    if    a 

CDuld  hardly  be  aware  what  a  re-  hundred  thousand  men,  or  fifty,  or 

form  of  this  kind  meant.     It  must  even  ten  thousand,  had  to  be  sent, 

be  made  a  Cabinet  question  to  be-  say  to  Belgium,  what  chance  would 

gin   with  ;    and   he   doubted  if  Mr.  they  have   of  getting   there    under 

Merrificld  would  go  into  the  thing,  the  auspices  of  my  venerable  friend  V 

for  he  hated  military  matters.     Yet  I  could  not  help  thinking  too  of  the 

without  his  active  aid  nothing  could  turmoil  that  the  departure  of  these 

be  done.     Better  therefore  let  things  ten    thousand    would    create  ;     the 

be.     There  was  no  chance  of  doing  telegrams  that  would  come  and  go  ; 

anything  in  our  time.     Our  Govern-  how  our  letters  received  would  mount 

ment  was  not  strong,  and  we  had  up  to  two  thousand  a-day,  to  the  dis- 

quite  enough  of  difficulties  about  us  traction  of  the  registry  branch  and 

as    it  was,   without    creating  fresh  the  pride  of  the  office  ;  of  the  orders 

ones.      Let   us   hope   the   necessity  and  counter-orders  that  would  issue ; 

for  undertaking  military  operations  of   the  extra  clerks  that  would   be 

would  not  arise  in  our  duy.  entertained  ;  of  the  banging  of  doors 

Such  was  the  substance  of  what  and  running  in  and  out  of  commis- 
the  Minister  said,  and  while  he  said  it  siomiires  that  would  go  on  ;  of  the 
I  saw  diat  I  had  gone  too  far  ;  for  he  minutes  that  Burley  would  write  in 
gave  me  the  impression  of  a  man  who  a  perfectly  illegible  band  ;  how, 
suddenly  found  that  he  was'  shut  finally,  the  ten  thousand  men  would 
up  in  the  same  room  with  a  dan-  probably  arrive  in  Belgium  without 
gerous  lunatic,  and  was  talking  to  anything  to  eat,  and  having  left 
humour  him.  And  indeed  when  I  their  ammunition  behind  them  ;  how 
looked  at  Lord  Stowe,  as  he  turned  the  noble  lord  would  sit  there,  cool 
round  on  his  chair  to  face  me,  his  and  comfortable,  in  his  office,  as 
feet  on  a  stool,  displaying  neat  shoe-  now,  writing  notes  to  his  dear 
strings  and  comfortable  woollen  Sophia,  and  believing  that  he  was 
socks,  with  the  ends  of  his  drawers  pulling  the  wires  in  approved  de- 
coming  down  over  them,  his  cool  partmental  fashion,  until  awakened 
waistcoat,  spruce  necktie,  ample  by  the  outbursting  of  national  in- 
shirt-collar,  and  light  hair,  tinged  dignation  that  would  follow  our 
with  grey,  brushed  well  up  over  his  disast^s  ;  of  the  royal  commissions 
forehead,  the  picture  altogether  of  and  committees  that  would  sit,  and 
a  respectable  elderly  commonplace  the  interminable  evidence  that  would 
official,  the  absurdity  of  associating  be  taken,  all  tending  to  show  that 
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nobody  in  particular  was  to  blame  ;  possible    after   the  fashion  of   real 

how  at  last  the  country  would  set  campaigning?" 

about    building    up  a   new   system  "  That  is  precisely  what  I  am  given 

which   would  take  another  twenty  to  understand  is  done.      The  troops 

years  to  collapse  in  its  turn.  live  in  tents,  and  have  their  outpost 

Such    ideas    crossed    each    other  duty,  and  marching,  and  so  forth, 

in    my   mind    as    we    sat    in    that  just    as     in     real    war — everything 

cool  room  looking  out  on  the  gar-  except  the  actual  fighting." 

dens,    the    blind    drawn    down     to  "  Has    your    lordship     seen     Sir 

keep    out    the     glare,    the     silence  Mordaunt  Burley's  beef  and   bread 

broken  only  by  the  gentle  murmur  map?" 

of  movement  in  the  corridors,  and  "  You  mean  his  chart  for  the  dis- 

the  rumble  of  an  occasional  carriage  tribution   of  provisions  ?     Yes  ;     it 

along   the   road   below.     Meanwhile  seemed  to  me  very  clear  and  ingeni- 

Lord    Stowe    glanced  down  at  his  ous." 

unfinished    note,    and    then    looked  "  Yes  ;  but  then  is  it  to  be  sup- 

at  mc,  as  much  as  to   say  that  he  posed  for    a   moment    that    troops 

hoped  I  was  going  away.  could   be  fed  on  active  service  by 

Mingled  with  my  feeling  of  vex-  supplies  shot  down  in  this  way  from 

ation  at  having  so  mismanaged  my  London,  when  the  smallest  mistake, 

case  and  miscalculated   the  nature  such  as  the  miscarriage  of  a  telegram, 

of  the  man  I  had  to  deal  with,  was  may  make    everything  go   wrong  ? 

a  sense  of  the  absurdity  of  the  situ-  Besides,  what  sort  of  training  is  it 

ation.     But  I   determined   to  make  for  the  generals  and  staff  to  be  kept 

another  effort.  in  leading  strings  in  this  way,  and 

"  Excuse    my    detaining   you    so  fed  like  helpless  children  ?'* 

long.  Lord  Stowe  ;    but  there  is  still  "  Well,  but  you  are  objecting  to 

one  point  I  want  to  mention.     These  what  I  am  given  to  understand  is  a 

autumn     manoeuvres.       They    give  fundamental    principle   of  organisa- 

the  office  a  tremendous  lot  of  extra  tion — namely,  the  separation  of  the 

work.**  duties  of  supply  from  those  of  com- 

**  They   do  indeed,   and   cut  into  manding  the  troops.'* 

our  holidays  terribly.     I  was  just  **  I   doubt  if   the  Duke  of  Wel- 

writing    to    my  girls,   who    are  in  lington  acted  on   that  fundamental 

Switzerland,  to  tell  them  I  saw  no  principle,  when  he  fed  and  fought 

chance    of  joining  them    till   quite  his    army  in   Spain.     But    now,    I 

late  in  the  autumn.*'  would  venture  to  make  a  suggestion. 

"  Still,    apart    from     any    proba-  There  is  a  vote  of  fifty  and  some  odd 

bility   of  war,    I  suppose  it  is    in-  thousand    pounds    taken   for   these 

tended  the  camp  of  exercise  should  manoeuvres.     Why  not  make  over 

be  made,  so  far  as  possible,  a  prac-  the  money  to  the  general  command- 

tical    school    of    training     fur    the  ing,   and    let    him    make    his    own 

troops  ?*'  arrangements  for  feeding  the  troops? 

"  Certainly  ;  and  I  have  always  Then  this  camp  would  be  some- 
been  given  to  understand  that  their  thing  like  a  real  training  school.** 
effect  is  highly  beneficial.**  And  Lord  Stowe  said  he  hardly  knew 
Lord  Stowe  spoke  a  little  petulantly,  what  to  think  of  this.  At  any  rate, 
as  much  as  to  say,  how  many  mare-  he  should  like  to  tall^  it  over  with 
nests  is  this  ofBcious  young  person  some  of  the  heads  of  departments, 
going  to  discover  ?  He  would  see  mo  again   about    it 

**  Would  it  not  be  desirable  then  some    other    day.      «Just    now,    he 

to  carry  on  the  affair  as  much  as  feared  he  could  not  pursue  the  sub- 
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ject.  It  was  actually  half -past  three,  obliged  for  what  I  had  said,  and 
and  there  was  a  Cabinet  Council  at  hoped  to  have  a  great  deal  more  con- 
four  ;  but  he  was  really  very  much    versation  with  me  on  the  subject. 


CHAPTER    XXXII. — IN   WHICH    HERCULES   DOES   NOT   SWEEP    OUT   THE    STABLE. 

Bowed  out  in  this  way  I  felt  baf-  I  suspect     I  feel  very  much  with 

fled,   and   a    feeling    of    depression  you ;  that  is,  I  can  see  very  plainly 

came  over  me  as    I    now    became  that   there  is  great  room   for  sim- 

sensible   of   the   apparent   hopeless-  plifying,    that    there    is    too   much 

ness   of    the   task.     To    move    this  m6ddling,   and  doing  other  people's' 

great  machine  needed    evidently   a  work  for  them.     But  then,  whereas 

great  effort  of   will   in  the  highest  the   time  to   come  from  for  setting 

places,  and  the  idea  I  had  in  my  in-  things  right  ?     It's  about  even  that 

genuousness  confided  to  Herries,  of  we  shan't  pull  through  this  session.'* 

setting  the  machine  going  properly  "But  wouldn't   army   reform   be 

merely   by   pulling   the   wires,    was  a   good   card   to   play,    and  help  to 

clearly  a  vain  one.     There  is  little  strengthen     the     Government    just 

use  in  pulling  wires  which  have  no  now  ?" 

spring  at  the  end  of  them.  "  I    doubt    it.      The    country    is 

In  my  despair  I  sought  out  Brae-  getting  to   be   tired  of  the  subject. 

ton,  and  confided  my  sorrow  to  him.  Besides,    Merrifield     has    a    lot    of 

Bracton  was  a  very  different  sort  of  things  on  his  hands  just  now,  and 

man  from  Lord  Stowe,  but  I  cannot  won't  thank  you  for  weighting  him 

say  he  gave  me  much  more  cause  for    still  more " 

comfort.  "Well,   but  if  Merrifield  is  the 

"  I  have  no  doubt  all  you    say  economist    he  professes  to  be,   he 

is    quite     true,"    he    observed,    al-  ought  to  be  very  glad  of  any  honest 

though  T  could  truce  a  tinge  of  seep-  chance  to  save  public  money.     And 

ticism  in  his  voice,  implying  that  he  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  saving 

suspected  me  of  a  taint  of  junkerism  ;  here." 

"from   what   I   can  see,  there's  an  "Yes,  but  think  what  a  hornet's 

awful  waste  of  red  tape  in  this  shop,  nest  you   bring  about  you   if   you 

and  three  times  too  many  fingers  at  propose   reductions   in    the   depart- 

work  on  it ;  but  it's  no  good  enter-  ment.     No,    if    you   go   in   for    the 

ing  on  a  grand  scheme  of  reform  with  cutting   down   lay,   begin   with    the 

old  Stowe  at  the  top  of  the  office,  outsiders     who     haven't    got     any 

You  can't  make  a  silk  purse  out  of  friends.     And  after  all.  West,  I  am 

a  sow's  ear,"  continued  Bracton,  who  bound   to   say    that    although    you 

usually  expressed  himself  in  homely  soldiers  are  always  talking  about  this 

idiomatic  fashion.     "  Anybody   who  office  being  overgrown,  other  people 

knows   what  Lord  Wraymouth  has  say  just  the  same  about  the  army ; 

been  for  the  last  twenty  years,  knows  that  there  are  too  many  officers  and 

what  to  expect  of  Lord  Stowe.     That  too  many  generals,  too  many  every- 

cock  won't  fight,  you  may  depend,  thing,  except  the  rank  and  file." 

The  fact  is,  if  he  hadn't  come  into  his  "  There   is    plenty   of    room    for 

title  and  twenty  thousand  a-year,  he  manipulation    in    that    direction,   I 

wouldn't  be  in  the  Cabinet  at  all."  admit.     Dear  me,  if  Pendragon  and 

"  But  Lord  Stowe  need  not  stay  those  fellows  who  go  about  stump- 
here  for  ever  ?"  ing   the   country   on   the  army    ro- 

"  He  will  stay  in  as  long  as  we  do,  form  question  knew  all  that  I  and 
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« 

other    military     men     know,    they  blandly  when  we  were  seated,  **  per- 

would   have  made   a  sensation  and  haps   Captain  West  will  favour  us 

no  mistake,  and  produced  some  re-  with  the  suggestions  he  is  desirous 

suits  before  this.     But  there  is  no  of  bringing  under  the  consideration 

good  tinkering  here  and  there,  while  of  the  department" 

this  Augean  stable  remains  unswept  Thus  called  upon,  I  made  my  pro- 

I  should  like  to  see  reforms  begin  posal,  namely,  that  the  grant  for  the 

with  the  parts  that  need  them  most."  manoeuvres  of  the  year   should  be 

**  If  you  take  my  advice  you  will  made  over  to  the  generals  command- 
begin  with  the  parts  that  take  least  ing  the  two  sides,  to  be  laid  out  by 
trouble."  their   staff   in   feeding  and   moving 

With  this  our  conversation  ended,  the   troops   on   their    responsibility, 

leaving  it  pretty  evident  that  there  This  would  give  them  experience  in 

was  not  much  help  to  be  looked  for  one   of  the  most   difficult  parts    of 

from  Mr.  Bracton.  military   duty.     The    work    of    the 

The  promised  meeting  for  discus-  camp   would   then    really    resemble 

sing  my  proposals  duly  came  off,  after  closely  what  has  to  be  done  on  active 

sundry   reminders    administered    to  service,   with   this    difference,    how- 

our   chief.     That  astute    statesman  ever,  that  whereas  in  the  latter  case 

took  the  chair,  sitting  at  the  top  of  the  generaFs  power  to  spend  money 

the  large  table  kept  for  such  purposes  is  practically  uncontrolled,  he  would 

in   his   room,  and  Bracton,   Burley,  here  be  limited  strictly  by  the  grant. 

Mr.    Tregarth,    and  myself  were  of  The  value  of  this  sort  of  training  to 

course  present ;  but  I  was  surprised  the   military   as   well   as   the    local 

to  find  that  Mr.  Aweditte,  the  Re-  civil  staff,  I  urged,  could  hardly  be 

viewer- General,    an     officer    nomin-  overestimated. 

ally  subordinate  to  my  branch,  was  There  was  a  pause  after  my  little 
invited  to  be  of  the  party,  and  also  speech,  while  Lord  Stowe  looked 
Mr.  Lougher  Wry  them,  who  was  only  round  the  table  as  much  as  to  say  : 
a  clerk ;  but  Burley  whispered  to  you  have  heard  what  this  lunatic 
me  that  the  former's  great  familiar-  proposes,  gentlemen ;  now  will  some 
ity  with  military  details  of  all  kinds  one  put  a  strait-waistcoat  on  him  ? 
entitled  him  to  share  in  discussions  Mr.  Aweditte  was  the  first  to  speak, 
of  this  sort,  and  that  Mr.  Lougher  which  he  did  with  a  deprecating 
Wry  them  was  great  at  actuarial  smile  and  manner,  such  as  a  nurse 
calculations,  which  might  very  like-  might  use  with  a  wilful  child  which 
ly  be  needed.  It  struck  me  that  must  be  treated  with  kindness,  al- 
tho  opinions  of  one  or  two  ex-  though  it  cannot  be  made  to  under- 
pericnced  officers  might  be  more  stand  the  reasons  why  it  cannot 
useful  than  actuarial  calculations  in  have  what  it  wants.  Perhaps  he 
a  matter  of  this  sort,  and  as  I  was  might  be  allowed  to  explain  that 
the  only  military  man  present  what  Captain  West  proposed  was 
except  Burley,  who  was  only  a  not  in  fact  practicable,  because  in 
nominal  soldier,  I  suggested  that  it  that  case  the  expenditure  would  not 
might  be  well  to  ask  the  chief  of  follow  the  course  of  the  Parliamentary 
the  staff  to  join  us ;  but  Burley  votes.  The  vote  for  the  manoeuvres 
objected  that  this  was  to  be  a  dis-  did  not  include  the  ordinary  expen- 
cussion  on  an  important  financial  ses  for  feeding  the  troops,  and  so 
principle  in  which  the  military  forth,  but  only  the  extraordinary  ex- 
part  of  the  department  could  not  penses. 
properly  have  a  voice.  "  Exactly   so,"    broke  in  Burley, 

**  Now  then,"    said    Lord    Stowe  **  vote  P,  page  164,  item  19 ;"  whereon 
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Lord  Stowe,  who,  like  all  of  us,  had  and  everything  else  connected  with 

a  copy  of  the  army  estimates  before  the  army,   shall  be  subject  to  the 

him,   hunted  up  the  item  with   bis  control  of  Parliament;    but  letting 

double  eyeglass,  and  having  found  that    pass,   I  fail  to  see    how  my 

it  bowed  towards  Burley  and  looked  scheme  interferes  with  any  principle, 

round  the  table,  as  much  as  to  say  or  at  least  any  sound  one.     It  cer- 

there  was  no  doubt  about  the  fact,  tainly   aims    at   cutting   down    this 

and  that  it  certainly  told  very  much  over-centralisation  which  is  the  bane 

against  me.  of  our  present  system,  but  it  leaves 

Mr.  Aweditte  went  on.    Yery  good,  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  State 

Then,    he   submitted,   it  was    quite  over  the  estimates  every  bit  as  com- 

evident  the  Paymaster-Generars  pro-  plete  and  undisputed  as  before." 

posal  would  be  impracticable.     Fur-  **  How  can  that  be,'*  asked  Burley, 

ther  it  would    involve    a  complete  "if  you  take  away  the  supervision 

alteration  in  the  mode  of  conducting  of  the  expenditure  from  the  depart- 

the  issue  of  funds  for  the  army,  in  ment,  and  vest  it  in  persons  at  the 

fact  of  the  very  duties  performed  by  other  end  of  the  kingdom  ?" 

his    (the  Paymaster-General's)   own  "But    the    final     control     would 

office  as  prescribed    in   the  act  of  still  rest  with  the  Secretary  of  State 

Parliament  and  the  Warrant.  just  as  much  in  the  one  case  as  the 

I  replied  that  of  course  alterations  other.     No   one   supposes   that    the 

involved   that  something  should  be  Secretary  of  State  issues  the  money 

altered.     It    was   not   necessary   to  and  checks   ofiF  the   expenditure  of 

make  a  long  speech  to  explain  that  the  department  in  person.     He  does 

It  was  precisely  an  alteration,   and  all  this  through  subordinate  officials 

a  very  radical  one,  that  I  was  aim-  responsible   to   himself,    and   so   he 

ing  at.  would    continue    to    do  under    the 

Then  Mr.  Lougher  Wrythem  broke  plan  I  have  suggested." 
in,  also  in  deprecating  fashion,  for  a  "  Yes,  but  these  are  officials  acting 
Parliamentary  official  (especially  if  he  under  his  orders  and  removable  at 
can  speak  without  stammering)  is  a  his  pleasure,  and  experienced  more- 
man  to  be  treated  with  a  certain  degree  over  in  managing  this  sort  of  busi- 
of   deference,  even   although  he  be  ness." 

young  and  foolish.     Might  he  (Mr.  "  Experienced  in  doing  things  the 

Wrythem)  venture  to  hint  that  the  wrong  way,  I  suspect,  which  is  worse 

Paymaster-General's  scheme   would  than  not   having   experience   at  all. 

be  in  violation  of  the  cardinal  prin-  But  letting  that  pass  again,  I  ask,  are 

ciple,    that    the    army    expenditure  not  the  generals  and  staff  of  the  army, 

shouldbesubject  to  civil  control     If  and  the  local  control  officers,  acting 

there  was  one  principle  more  firmly  under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of 

established  than  another  it  was  this.  State  just  as  much  as  the  clerks  of 

and  he  might  venture  to  say  it  was  one  this   office,   and    cannot   he   remove 

to  override  which  would  be  fraught  any  one  of  them  from  employment 

with  the  gravest  consequences.  if  he  sees  occasion  to  do  so  ?  " 

"But  who  wants  to  override  it ?"  " But  surely  you  would  not  pro- 

I  replied.     "  Admitting  the  principle  pose  to  put  military  men  to  control 

to  the  fullest  extent,   although,  by  other     military     men     in    financial 

the  way,  you  have  not  stated  it  fully,  matters  ?" 

for  the  principle  is  not  so  much  that  "  Why  not  ?    There  are  plenty  of 

all   military   matters   shall   be    con-  soldiers  who  are  only  so  in  name," — 

trolled   by   this   office,    as    that  all  I  could  not  help  thinking  of  Burley 

military  matters,  including  this  office  at  the  moment,  who  had  probably 
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not  been  on  horseback  for  the  last  war  ?    Don't  you   then  make  your 

thirty  years — "but  every  soldier  is  a  generals  supreme  in  everything,  over 

citizen,  and  does  not  take  leave  of  life- and  death,  even  over  the  money- 

his  wits  or  his  rights  by  putting  on  chest  ?" 

uniform.  There  is  quite  as  much  "Yes,  but  a  state  of  war  is  a 
common-sense  to  be  found  in  the  different  thing." 
army  as  in  this  office,  I  assure  "  You  may  well  say  so,  and  so 
you,  and  quite  as  much  sense  of  re-  you  would  find  if  war  were  to  break 
sponsibility.  Do  you  suppose  that  out.  And  can  anything  more  severe 
if  you  give  a  general  twenty  thousand  be  said  in  condemnation  of  your 
pounds  to  spend,  and  hold  him  re-  system  than  that  it  is  only  intended 
sponsible  for  not  exceeding  the  to  work  in  peace  time  ?  Yet  that  is 
amount,  there  would  bo  any  dan-  the  truth,  though  I  suppose  it  will 
ger  of  his  doing  so  ?  The  danger,  take  a  war  and  a  catastrophe  for  the 
I  believe,  is  quite  the  other  way ;  nation  to  discover  it.  People  will 
we  keep  all  our  officers  in  such  tight  then  wake  up  to  find  that  this 
leading-strings  all  their  life  that  the  costly,  this  overdone,  this  cumber- 
fear  is  they  would  be  found  unequal  some  centralised  machine,  which 
to  the  responsibility  if  it  were  put  you  have  been  building  up  since 
upon  them.  And  after  all  I  am  not  the  Crimean  war,  which  only  works 
speaking  about  the  audit ;  the  final  now  with  infinite  friction  and  creak- 
audit  of  the  accounts  would,  of  ing  and  groaning  at  every  joint, 
course,  rest  with  the  audit  depart-  only  works  at  all  in  time  of  peace, 
ment,  as  at  present:  my  proposal  and  will  collapse  when  the  first 
refers  only  to  the  power  of  initiation."  strain  is   put   upon   it,   and  then  it 

"  This  scheme  is  so  entirely  novel,"  and  we  shall  be   swept  away  amid 

said   Mr.    Aweditte,  after   a   pause,  the   indignant    outcry   of    an  indig- 

"  that  I  am  hardly  prepared  to  reply  nant  nation." 

at  once,  but  I  foresee  numerous  ob-  This  was  strong  language,  indeed 

jections."  a  great  deal  more  than  I  had  intend- 

"  L  deny  that  it  is  novel.  It  may  cd  to  say;  but  in  fact,  I  lost  my 
be  here ;  but  in  India,  where  they  temper,  and  the  discussion  now  be- 
do  understand  the  art  of  administra-  came  warm  and  somewhat  personal, 
tion — although  they  have  their  faults  Burley  declaring  that  on  behalf  of 
too — and  how  to  work  a  military  the  department  he  treated  these  in- 
machine  that  shall  not  collapse  when  sinuations  with  the  contempt  they 
the  first  strain  is  put  upon  it,  the  deserved,  adding  something  about 
principle  is  fully  understood  and  youth  and  ignorance,  while  I  re- 
acted upon.  In  India  you  have  torted  that  it  was  quite  possible  to 
military  men  as  disbursers,  and  be  old  and  stupid,  till  eventually 
accounjLants  and  auditors  too,  and  Lord  Stowe  interposed,  and  at  first 
I  appeal  to  Sir  Mordaunt  Burley,  hardly  with  success,  to  allay  the 
who  knows  the  facts  just  as  well  as  storm.  "  Gentlemen,  gentlemen," 
I  do,  although  he  may  not  have  been  he  said,  "  pray  consider  that  we  are 
in  India,  whether  the  Government  here  to  discuss  public  business; 
*  control  there  is  any  weaker  in  con-  pray  do  not  let  us  allow  personal 
sequence  ;  whether,  on  the  contrary,  considerations  to  interfere  with  pub- 
the  complaint  is  not  that  the  super-  lie  affairs ;  pray  do  not,  &c.,  &c." 
vision  of  these  military  officers  is  not  The  result,  however,  was  that, 
too  rigorous  and  exacting  ?  But  we  after  a  great  deal  of  talk  bearing 
need  not  go  to  India  for  illustrations,  very  little  upon  the  matter  in 
What  happens  on  every  occasion  of  hand,  the  meeting  broke  up  without 


1872.]                         A  True  Refoi^er.—Part  VIIL  449 

any  definite  conclusion  being  come  another,   oven    among    Government 

to,  and  therefore  leaving  things  as  officials. 

they  were.  The  only  person  who  '*This  comes  of  bringing  a  pep- 
remained  at  all  cool  in  the  matter,  pery  captain  of  horse  into  the  office,'' 
except  our  noble  chairman,  who  was  said  Mr.  Wrythem  to  Mr.  Aweditte, 
as  good  a  hand  at  pouring  out  oil  in  audible  tones,  as  they  went  down- 
as  my  former  colleague  the  chair-  stairs  together.  Such,  no  doubt,  I 
man  of  the  Agricultural  and  Coift-  had  appeared,  and  thoroughly  dis- 
mercial  Assurance  Company,  was  satisfied  I  felt  with  the  result  of  the 
Bracton ;  but  he  did  not  prove  the  meeting ;  ashamed  of  having  lost 
ally  that  I  had  looked  for,  the  sub-  my  temper  so  easily ;  disheartened 
stance  of  bis  remarks  being  to  the  at  the  prospect  of  so  much  opposi- 
eflfect  that  there  appeared  a  good  deal  tion,  especially  at  the  mass  of-in- 
of  force  in  what  Captain  West  urged,  ertia  that  would  resist  all  progress, 
but  that  a  matter  of  this  kind,  I  felt,  too,  how  much  ground  I  had 
affecting  the  principles  of  conduct-  lost  by  this  short  morning's  work, 
ing  a  great  department,  would  need  Henceforward,  I  felt  certain.  Lord 
to  be  carefully  considered.  Bracton  Stowe  would  avoid  interviews  and 
evidently  did  not  expect  to  remain  discussions,  and  Aweditte  and  the 
long  in  the  office,  and  had  no  mind  other  permanent  officials  would  re- 
to  take  a  fresh  burden  on  his  shoul-  gard  mo  as  an  impulsive  young  sim- 
dcrs  ;  and  I  must  add  the  suspic-  pleton,  to  be  humoured  but  made 
ion  did  occur  to  me  that  there  may  little  account  of  in  the  business  of 
be  such  a  thing  as  jealousy  of  one  the  place. 


CHAPTER    XXXIII. LEATHEUBY    IN    AUMS. 

As  I  walked  home  that  evening,  of  accidents  for  bringing  about  some- 
dispirited  and  annoyed,  I  felt  half  thing  better. 

tempted  to  give  up  my  post,  and  Meanwhile  happily  a  diversion 
return  to  the  role  of  independent  was  afforded  by  the  coming  man- 
member.  Free  from  official  shackles,  oeuvres.  The  preparation  for  them 
I  could  say  what  I  pleased,  and  one  had  kept  us  all  in  town  far  into  Au- 
might  create  a  very  pretty  sensa-  gust,  but  to  run  down  into  Yewces- 
tion  by  stumping  the  country  after  tershire  was  now  fairly  in  the  wa^ 
Pendragon's  fashion,  and   denounc-  of  business. 

ing  our  mDitary  maladministration.         The  mimic  campaign  promised  to 

But    then    it    would    be    mean    to  be    more   than   usually   interesting, 

make  use  of  official   knowledge  in  How  the  Government  ever  came  to 

this  way ;    and  besides,  what  good  work  itself  up  to  the  point  of  sanc- 

would   come  of  it  eventually  ?     If  tioning   the    expenditure  for  opera- 

the    head    of  a  department   (albeit  tions   in   such  a  distant    region,    I 

a  subordinate    one)    was  powerless  hardly    know ;     and     indeed     they 

for     reform,    what     chance    would  would  gladly  have  drawn   back  if 

any    one    outside    the    department  they  could  when  the  estimates  came 

have    by  any  amount  of  declama-  to  be  added  up  ;   but  such  an  outcry 

tion,  either  in  Parliament  or  out  of  was  raised  at  the  rumor  of    this, 

it  ?    This    plan    then    was    not    to  and  Mr.  Strickland,  who  was  a  very 

be  thought  of  seriously ;  there  was  influential  member  and  had  taken  a 

nothing  to  be  done  but  to  hold  on,  great  interest  in  the  scheme  for  us- 

and  trust  to  timo  and  the  chapter  ing  his  county  as  the  scene  of  action, 
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expressed  himself  so  warmly  about  that  prevailed  may  bo  imagined, 
it,  and  the  Dial  came  out  with  while  the  popularity  of  Lord  Stowe 
such  continuous  articles  on  the  un-  and  myself,  who  were  credited  with 
equalled  advantage  of  Arrowdown  the  furnishing  of  all  this  amuse- 
as  a  training-ground,  that  it  was  de-  ment  and  excitement  for  the  edifi- 
terrained  to  stick  to  the  plan,  and  to  cation  of  the  borough — to  say  no- 
reduce  expense  by  cutting  down  the  thing  of  the  spurt  given  to  the  local 
size  of  the  force  to  be  employed,  market — went  up  to  quite  a  point 
Two  skeleton  army  corps  were  to  be  of  enthusiasm,  which  naturally  cul- 
formed,  of  about  ten  thousand  men  minated  in  the  grand  banquet  got  up 
each,  whereof  one,  starting  from  in  our  honour,  a  ceremonial  which 
Drymouth  as  a  base,  was  to  advance  came  off  with  great  eelat  in  a  spacious 
northwards.  The  other  was  to  be  marquee  brought  over  from  Yew- 
formed  in  two  separate  divisions,  cester  for  the  occasion.  The  dinner, 
one  of  which,  conveyed  to  the  spot  supplied  by  our  esteemed  fellow- 
in  the  Channel  squadron,  was  to  townsman  the  proprietor  of  the 
make  a  landing  in  the  Bay  of  Birds-  Three  Butts,  was  served  up  in  his 
eye  ;  while  the  second,  advancing  usual  well-known  style,  covers  being 
from  Yewcester  and  Leatherby  up  laid  for  fiftj -seven.  Mr.  Rupert 
the  valley  of  the  Yew,  was  to  form  Bowles  took  the  chair,  having  Lord 
a  junction  with  the  first,  when  the  Stowe  on  his  right  and  the  Pay- 
united  corps  would  move  south-  master-General  on  his  left,  while 
wards  and  drive  back  the  defenders  the  banquet — in  addition  to  Mr. 
on  their  base.  The  latter,  on  the  Strickland,  Mr.  Sheepshanks,  and 
other  hand,  were  to  try  and  prevent  other  local  magnates — was  graced 
the  junction,  and  to  hurl  back  the  by  the  presence  of  Colonel  the  Ilon- 
invading  division  on  the  sea.  Thus,  ourable  Bayrskyn  Shakkow  and  offi- 
besides  land  manoeuvres  on  an  un-  cers  Scots  Grenadier  Guards,  Lieut - 
usually  extended  scale,  there  would  Colonel  Leitwayte  and  officers  22(1 
be  a  disembarkation  and  all  its  con-  Hussars,  **all  in  full  regimentals," 
comitant  difficulties  ;  so  that  the  said  the  Leatherhy  Express,  — 
autumnal  practice  promised  to  be  which  came  out  with  a  special  extra 
unusually  interesting  and  useful.  gratis  edition  .next  day,  descriptive 
The    excitement     at     Leatherby  of  the  festive  occasion, — "  the  splen- 

^  when  we  got  down  there  was  tre-  did  glitter  of  which  set  off  admirably 
mendous,  for  a  regiment  of  hussars  the  quiet  but  refined  aspect  of  the 
had  arrived  the  day  before,  to  say  darker  costume  worn  by  the  rest  of 
nothing  of  a  battalion  of  the  Guards,  the  company.**  The  same  paper  of 
Leatherby  being  the  point  where  course  reported  in  full  detail  the 
the  railway  had  to  be  abandoned  "  really  eloquent  speech  of  their  re- 
fer the  road,   and  these  were  now  spected    fellow-townsman    who    so 

'  encamped  on  various  bits  of  open  ably  filled  the  chair,"  proposing  the 

ground  about  the  place,  while  men  health    of    their    late    and    present 

and  officers  in  all  the  splendour  of  members ;   as  well  as  Lord  Stowe's 

full  albeit    rather  shabby  uniform  "sonorous    yet    humorous    reply.'* 

thronged  the  little  streets.      Consid-  And  indeed  his  lordship  came  out 

ering  that  the  greatest  military  spec-  in  his  best  bow-wow  manner ;  and 

tacle  ever  witnessed  before  had  been  when    he    described  how   the  idea 

the    occasional  apparition  of  a  re-  had  first  occurred  to  him  of  having 

cruiting  sergant  and  the  drilling  of  the  manoeuvres  **  at  what  he  might, 

the    local  company  of  Volunteers,  from    long   and   dear   associations, 

the     general    exaltation    of    feeling  almost  venture  to  term  his  native 
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place  (great  applause)  ;  how,  when  master-General  seemed  both  such 
the  peculiar  advantages  offered  for  great  personages  as  to  be  practi- 
training  in  the  art  of  war  by  the  cally  equal.  I  confess  that  I  had 
noble  uplands  of  this  county  pre-  laboured  under  the  delusion  of  the 
Rented  themselves  to  his  mind,  he  same  sort  before  taking  office, 
had,  by  the  advice  and  aid  of  his  fancying  in  my  simplicity  that  the 
colleagues,  his  able  and  gallant  and  members  of  the  Government,  even 
experienced  colleagues  (continued  including  those  not  in  the  Cabinet, 
applause),  determined  to  carry  out  would  be  like  a  band  of  brothers, 
the  idea  f  how,  notwithstanding  always  discussing  state  secrets  and 
the  difficulties  and  discouragement  matters  of  deep  import  together, 
that  beset  his  path,  he,  that  is,  the  whereas  in  fact  our  only  bond  of 
department  over  which  he  had  the  union  was  the  sitting  upon  the  same 
honour  to  preside,  had  persevered  bench  in  the  house.  Even  there  wc 
to  the  end,  till  now  the  fruit  of  his  juniors  sat  up  at  the  far  end,  and 
labours  might  be  seen  in  the  martial  we  knew  no  more  what  was  going 
array  which  at  this  moment  sur-  on  out  of  our  own  department  (very 
rounded  the  spacious — well,  the  often  of  what  was  going  on  in  it) 
spacious  structure  in  which  this  than  the  office  messengers,  and,  ex- 
magnificent  entertainment  was  being  cept  in  the  cases  where  there  was 
held,"  and  so  forth  ;  then  his  grati-  private  intimacy,  we  were  hardly 
fied  audience,  excited  at  once  by  on  speaking  terms  with  each  other, 
this  inspiriting  declamation  and  Mr.  Merrifield  indeed  used  to  ask  us 
the  sparkling  Yewcestershire  cider  to  dinner  in  turns,  just  as  Dr.  Church, 
which  graced  the  banquet,  became  when  I  was  at  Mugby,  used  to  ask 
wrought  up  to  a  pitch  of  enthusiasm,  the  sixth-form  fellows  in  to  break- 
until  they  got  for  the  moment  to  fast ;  but  I  doubt  if  the  Duke  of 
regard  the  noble  speaker  as  a  sort  Ulster  (Mr.  Merrifield's  brother-in- 
of  incarnation  of  Napoleon  and  law),  or  Lord  Grandison,  who  were  the 
Von  Moltke  rolled  into  one  ;  little  two  greatest  swells  in  the  Ministry, 
suspecting,  while  his  lordship  was  knew  some  of  us  even  by  sight, 
thus  enthusiastic  himself  about  the  But  this  is  a  digression.  Leath- 
manoeuvres,  and  the  cause  of  en-  erby  topics  should  be  done  justice 
thusiasra  in  others,  how  bored  he  to,  and  the  greatest  after  the  ban- 
was  in  reality  with  the  whole  thing,  quet  was  unquestionably  Mrs.  Scrap's 
and  longing  to  be  off  to  Switzer-  garden-party,  which  came  off  the 
land  with  his  dear  Sophia  and  the  following  afternoon.  The  occasion 
rest  of  the  family,  for  Lord  Stowe  was  a  great  one,  and  the  lady  was 
was  a  thoroughly  domestic  man.  equal  to  it  The  invitation  to  the 
And  I  doubt  3  he  was  altogether  Guards  and  the  Hussars  unfortun- 
plcased  at  being  bracketed  in  the  ately  came  too  late,  for  those  distin- 
honours  of  the  occasion  with  a  com-  guished  regiments  had  marched  off 
paratively  subordinate  official.  On  towards  Stampton  early  in  the  mom- 
this  latter  point  I  could  sympathise  ing,  the  inspiriting  strains  of  their 
with  him,  but  it  was  quite  im-  bands  waking  up  the  inhabitants 
possible  to  make  my  constituents  as  they  slept  off  the  effects  of 
understand  the  difference  between  the  entertainment ;  and  the  only 
a  Cabinet  Minister  and  a  junior  representatives  of  the  profession 
member  of  the  Government  like  remaining  were  a  young  assistant- 
myself.  Seen  by  the  foreshorten-  surgeon,  left  behind  in  charge  of 
ing  of  Leatherby  perspective,  a  some  sick  men  (and  who  on  the 
Secretary    of    State    and    a    Pay-  strength  of  his  cocked  hat  was  re- 
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garded  bj  the  population  as  being  to  be  done  ?"  "  I  don't  mind  ask- 
almost  a  general  oflBcer),4ind  some  ing  Strickland,  if  I  see  him  to-mor- 
officers  of  the  Control  Department,  row,"  was  my  reply,  "  for  he  is  a 
which  body  was  now  cast  loose  all  good-natured  fellow  enough,  but  I 
over  the  country,  scattered  about  would  certainly  rather  not  say  any- 
the  towns  and  villages  by  twos  and  thing  to  the  ladies  about  it ;  there 
threes  like  a  regiment  of  cavalry  are  limits  even  to  the  audacity  of 
on  outpost  duty,  and  whose  martial  a  borough  riaember.''  And  I  was 
appearance  in  their  sabres  and  probably  right ;  for  when  next  day 
pouch-belts  gave  almost  us  much  1  met  him  on  the  street-r-the  Strick- 
satisfaction  to  the  community  as  if  lands  were  staying  with  the  Bam- 
they  had  really  belonged  to  that  fyldes— and  told  him  that  a  very 
branch  of  the  service.  But  Lord  charming  lady  and  sound  Liberal 
Stowe  had  been  secured,  looking  as  was  anxious  to  secure  some  of 
pleased  as  if  the  lawn  at  Holly  the  distinguished  conapany  with 
Lodge  had  been  the  slopes  of  Wind-  which  the  neighbourhood  was  now 
sor,  and  he  alone  would  have  made  thronged  for  her  garden-party,  he 
the  party  a  success.  Mr.  Strickland  said  at  once  he  would  go  with  plea- 
was  there  too,  which  was  even  a  sure, — laying,  however,  such  a  stress 
more  gratifying  circumstance,  for  on  the  personal  pronoun,  as  inti- 
he  had  been  always  a  greater  mag-  mated  that  he  could  not  be  respon- 
nate  in  Yewcestershire  than  Lord  sible  for  anybody  else.  However, 
Stowe,  who,  w^hen  Lord  Wray mouth,  Tom  Strickland,  whose  battalion 
had  been  disposed  to  make  himself  was  not  engaged  in  the  manoeu- 
rather  cheap.  Mrs.  Scrap  had  flown  vres,  and  who  came  down  from 
to  Eva  on  her  arrival  at  Church  town  just  in  time,  was  secured 
Street  two  days  before,  and  it  was  for  the  occasion  ;  but  I  regret  to 
amusing  to  notice  the  altered  man-  say  that  he  behaved  somewhat  in- 
ner with  which  that  good  lady  re-  considerately,  keeping  beside  Sybil 
garded  my  wife.  The  patronising  and  Eva  the  whole  afternoon,  and 
affectionateness  of  our  last  stay  was  hardly  speaking  to  his  hostess.  Mr. 
now  succeeded  by  affectionate  ad-  Strickland  did  not  get  off  so  easily, 
miration  ;  for  had  not  Eva's  name  for  Mrs.  Scrap  having  secured  his 
appeared  in  the  Ust  of  visitors  at  va-  arm  for  a  promenade  on  the  grounds, 
rious  fashionable  receptions  and  even  he  was  in  a  manner  tied  down, 
on  still  more  distinguished  occasions ;  *'  A  very  pretty  place  you  have 
besides,  was  she  not  understood  to  here,"  he  observed, 
be  on  the  most  intimate  terms  with  "  It  w  a  pretty  little  place,  we 
Mrs.  Strickland  ?  This,  indeed,  was  think,"  replied  the  lady  ;  "  but  of 
connected  with  her  visit.  **  You  course  very  small  compared  to  what 
can't  think  what  a  number  of  funny  you  are  accustomed  to." 
things  Mrs.  Scrap  has  been  saying,"  **  And  what  a  pretty  view  you 
Eva  observed  that  evening  ;  "  but  have  1  "added  the  gentleman,  turning 
she  ended  by  saying  there  was  a  very  the  conversation :  *'  Leatherby  looks 
liarticular  favour  she  wanted  us  to  pretty  from  every  point,  but  I  don't 
do,  and  that  is  to  convey — well,  I  know  a  nicer  view  of  it  than  this," 
don't  exactly  remember  how  she  put  "  Yes,  it  is  very  pretty,  we  think, 
it,  for  it  was  such  a  long  story  ;  but  I  am  told  that  the  views  from 
she  wants  the  Stricklands  to  come  Stampton  Court  are  very  fine  ?" 
to  her  party,  and  she  wants  me  or  How  her  companion  replied  to 
us  to  manage  it  for  her.     What  is  this  home-thrust  I  did  not  hear. 
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CHAPTER    XXXIV. — AUTUMN   MANCEUVItE^. 

Although  Leatherby  had  been  that  well-regulated  household.  A 
thus  thrown  into  excitement  by  the  perpetual  garden-party  seemed  to  bo 
advent  of  the  military,  the  spectacle  going  on ;  the  public  rooms  and  the 
was  but  transitory,  for  the  town  terrace  on  which  they  looked  out 
was  quite  out  of  the  scene  of  opera-  were  thronged  with  visitors :  •  county 
tions.  Stampton,  which  lay  nestled  squires,  London  folks,  foreign  oflBcers 
on  the  upper  Yew,  just  on  the  edge  in  blue,  foreign  officers  in  green, 
of  the  moorland,  formed  the  real  British  officers  in  red ;  officers  in 
point  of  departure  of  the  right  flank  bluchers,  officers  in  gaiters,  officers 
of  the  force,  and  a  large  party  had  with  haversacks,  all  coming  and 
been  invited  to  witness  the  man-  going ;  five  o'clock  tea  in  the  draw- 
ceuvres  from  Stampton  Court,  in-  ing-room,  popping  of  champagne 
eluding  Mr.  Merrifield  and  his  fami-  on  the  lawn ;  the  correspondent 
ly,  who  were  expected  to  arrive  in  of  an  illustrated  paper  meanwhile 
a  day  or  two.  We  had  moved  on  taking  a  sketch  of  the  proceed- 
thither  the  morning  after  the  gar-  ings  right  in  front  of  the  windows, 
den-party,  and  found  a  t)rigade  Mrs.  Strickland  was  literally  keep- 
cncampcd  in  the  park,  with  outposts  ing  open  house,  for  as  many  people 
pushed  on  to  the  edge  of  the  moors  came  in  by  the  windows  as  by  the 
beyond,  the  white  tents  glistening  doors,  and  the  ceremony  of  obtain- 
aniong  the  noble  oaks;  while  the  ing  a  previous  invitation  appeared 
little  town,  if  such  it  could  be  called,  to  be  dispensed  with  ior  the  occa- 
of  Stampton,  was  crowded  with  sion.  Soldiering  and  soldiers  were 
visitors.  Arrowdown  was  always  not  the  commonplace  objects  they 
affected  to  a  certain  extent  by  au-  have  come  to  be  in  more  central 
tumn  tourists,  and  now  that  the  regions ;  and  from  the  general  state 
benefit  of  its  breezy  air  could  be  of  excitement  and  relaxation  of  eti- 
enjoyed  simultaneously  with  a  view  quette  it  was  almost  as  if  the  cam- 
of  the  manceuvres,  quite  a  locust-  paign  were  a  real  one,  and  Stamp- 
like flight  of  visitors  had  set  in.  ton  Court  under  military  requisition. 
The  Red  Lion  had  been  engaged  Late  into  the  warm  night  the  doors 
bodily  for  the  representatives  of  remained  open,  and  warriors  and 
foreign  armies,  the  White  Horse  other  visitors  came  and  went  be- 
was  brimful  of  umpires,  and  every  tween  the  house  and  the  village 
conceivable  form  of  vehicle  appeared  and  camp ;  and  standing  on  the 
to  have  been  impressed  for  the  oc-  terrace  one  might  detect  the  sub- 
casion.  Lord  Stowe  had  taken  up  dued  murmur  of  the  troops  resting 
his  quarters  in  the  neighbouring  re-  in  the  park  below,  the  occasional 
sidence  of  his  relative  the  Earl  of  neigh  of  a  horse  breaking  the  si- 
Ben  Nevis ;  while  Burley  had  secured  lence. 

lodgings  for  himself  and  his  bread-        But  there  may  be  too  much  of 

and-beef  charts   over    the    grocer's  a  good  thing,   and  our  genial  host 

shop,  with  the  use  of  an  ancient  di-  can  scarcely  have  been  sorry  when 

minutive  barouche  drawn  by  a  pair  the    troops    broke    up    from     their 

of  still  more  diminutive  ponies.     At  camp  and  marched  off  towards  the 

Stampton   Court  we  found   that   a  moor,  the  only  relics  of  their  pres- 

sort  of  saturnalia  had  replaced  the  ence  being  a  broken-down  sutler's 

quiet  which  ordinarily  characterised  cart    or    two,   the  dust,   the  paths 
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which  even  in  that  short  time  had  "Very  good  for  the  handful  of 

been  worn  in   the  green  turf,  and  men  we  have  here,  so  long  as  the 

the   straw  and  litter  which  would  weather  is  .fine,  and  a  capital  place 

not  be  effaced  till  the  winter  rains  to   test  the  powers  of  our   shop  in 

came  down.     Riding  up  on   to  the  Pall  Mall   to    feed    them.     And    if 

moors    that    afternoon    the    troops  anxious  forethought,  and    delibera- 

seemed  at  first  sight  to  have  van-  tion,  and  multiplicity  of  rules,  and 

ished  altogether,  for  no  sign  of  them  telegrams,  and  staying  in  office  after 

was  to  be  detected  on  the  wide  ex-  hours,   and    generally    doing    other 

panse,  as  we  looked  across  one  of  people^s  business  ten  times  over,  will 

the  largest  prospects  to  be  seen  in  insure  success,  then  success  will  be 

our  island.     But  the  disappearance  accomplished.     But  we  run  it  very 

was  soon  explained.    The  great  moor,  fine.     We  shall  just  pull  through,  I 

which  looked  when   seen  from  one  daresay ;  but  give  us  five  hundred 

end  like  a  broad  plain,  was  in  re-  men  more  to  move,  and  we  and  our 

ality  intersected  by  numerous  nar-  five    hundred    clerks    would    have 

row  glens,  well  wooded  for  the  most  broken  down.    Anyhow  the  beautiful 

part  and  sheltering  small  hamlets,  complexity  of  the  machine  would  sur- 

nnd    all    containing    the    brawling  prise  and  delight  you.     The  Stras- 

streams  of  water  without  which  the  burg  clock  or  Babbage^s  calculating 

campaign  would  have  been  unpos-  machihe  is  nothing  to  what  we  can 

sible.     Down  in   these  glens  were  show  in  the    way    of    wheel-work, 

pitched  the  various  camps,  the  high  But,  dear  me,  I   ought  not    to   be 

lands  being  occupied  by  the  pickets,  telling  tales  out  of    school  in  this 

which  a  more  careful   examination  fashion.'* 

could  dete^it     And  in  one  of  these  These  remarks  had  scarcely  been 

glens  we  found  our  hosts  of  the  day,  made,  when,  as  if  by  way  of  com- 

pitched  by  the  side  of  a  little  brook,  mentary,  we  were  suddenly  greeted 

which  tumbled    along   to    join   the  by  young  O'Hagan,  the  member  for 

Yew,    its    waters    abounding    with  North    Cork,    who  was  touring    in 

diminutive   trout       This    was   our  these  parts  got  up  like  a  theatrical 

first  day's  experience  of   the   cam-  hranJcentrager^   and.  who  came  run- 

paign.     The  operations  in  the  early  ning  up  excitedly  as  wo  entered  the 

part  would  be  near  enough  to  allow  park  gates,  which  opened  upon  one 

of  our  return  each  day  to  Stampton  of  the  streets  of  the  town. 

Court;   but  Mr.  Strickland  had  ar-  "Holloa,  West,  you  are  the  very 

ranged,  when  the  troops  should  work  man  I  am  looking  for ;  I  have  just 

more  to  the  westward,  for  transfer-  been  up  to  the  house  to  try  to  find 

ring  the  headquarters  of  his  party  you.     There  are  a  lot  of  people  over 

to  a  shooting-box  some  twenty  miles  at  Minton  absolutely  starving.'' 

off  across  the  moor,  where  it  was  "  Where's  Minton  ?" 

expected  we  should  be  in  the  very  "  Away  up  on   the  moor  yonder, 

centre  of  operations.  about    seven    miles    north  of    this. 

"A    splendid    country    this    cer-  Three  companies  of    the  110th,   as 

tainly  is  for  manoeuvres,"  said  he,  as  fine  a  set  of  young  fellows  as  ever 

we  rode  home  that  afternoon ;   "it  you  saw ;  there  they  are  out  on  the 

was  really  quite  a  stroke  of  genius  bare  plain,  and  not  a  blessed  thing 

in  Stowe   to   think  of    choosing  it,  to  eat  or  drink  either,  barring  the 

for  which  I  should  not  have  given  river,   and  that's  only  a  bit   of   a 

him    credit     Plenty   of  room    here  watercourse." 

for  manoeuvring,  and  for  exhibiting  The  story  came  out  by  degrees, 

skill  in  keeping  up  the  supplies."  This  detachment  had  marched  down 
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from  Withicombe-on-Sea  that  morn-  done  a  day's    work.     To  them   the 

ing  with  orders  to  halt  for  the  night  impulsive  O'Hagan  told  his  talc, 
at    Minion,  where,   they   were  told,        One   of   the   two  officers   seemed 

they  would  find  rations  and  forage,  inclined  to  doubt    the  accuracy   of 

to  be  sent  out  under  the  orders  of  the  account.     The    110th    did    not 

the  assistant-controller  at  Stampton.  belong  to  their   division,  and   could 

But  arriving  there  after  a  twenty-  not  have  been  sent  across  the  moor 

mile  march,  towards  the   afternoon,  without    notice    being    given.     The 

they  found  nothing  awaiting  them,  quartermaster  -  generaPs  department 

There  was  not  a  village  for  miles,  always  sent  them  notice  of   changes 

and  no   signs  of   other  troops  ;  and  of  movement,  so   that  the  supplies 

but  that  O'Hagan  came  upon  them  might  be  arranged  accordingly, 
in  his    ride    their    situation    would        The  other  officer  observed,  that  at 

never  have  been  discovered,  for  this  any  rate  it  was  no  business  of  theirs, 

point  was  quite  beyond  the  line  of  for   that    Mihton   would  be   in   the 

operations.  yellow  circle,  to  be  fed  from  Withi- 

"  The  major  in  command  seemed  combe-on-Sea,  and  producing  his  map 

puzzled   what    to     do,"     continued  he  showed  us  a  patch  of  yellow  colour 

O'Hagan,  **  as  well  he  might  be,  for  covering  the    northern    part  of   it. 

his  cattle  were  all  done  up  by  the  "That's   the     Withicombe     Control 

bad  roads.     I  would  have  lent  him  Circle,  you  see,  and  there  is  Minton 

money  to  buy  food,  willingly  ;    but  within   the   yellow    boundary.      We 

what  would  be  the  good  of   a  five-  only  feed  the  troops  so  long  as  they 

pound  note  to  a  man,  and  he  with-  are  within  the  green  circle,  number 

out  so  much  as  a  baker  s  shop  with-  two,  and  that    you    see    does    not 

in  hail  ?"  come  within  a  good  mile  of   Minton, 

Clearly  these  unfortunates  could  1  am  really  very  sorry,  gentlemen, 
not  be  left  to  starve,  and  O'Hagan  but  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  help  you 
and  I  hurried  oflf  down  the  street  in  the  matter.  Are  you  quite  sure," 
in  search  of  some  member  of  the  he  added,  turning  to  O'Hagan, 
Control  Department.  Nor  were  we  "  that  the  detachment  is  actually  at 
long  in  finding  one,  but  he  was  Minton  ?  Because  if  it  happened 
quite  a  subordinate  and  could  not  to  be  encamped  a  mile  to  the  south, 
help  us.  He  was  in  charge  of  the  why  then,  it  might  be  regarded  as 
reserve  supplies,  he  said,  and  only  coming  within  tlie  green  circle,  and 
issued  stores  from  the  reserve  to  the  I  think  I  could  strain  a  point,  and 
different  field-magazines;  he  had  manage  to  send  these  men  some 
nothing  to  do  with  the  issue  of  food,  although,  strictly  speaking,  it 
anything  direct  to  the  troops,  nor  would  be  against  orders  to  do  so." 
could  he  by  any  means  break  While  O'Hagan  was  looking  as 
through  the  rules  without  orders  if  trying  to  remember  whether  the 
from  a  superior.  Clearly  the  worthy  detachment  was  not  after  all  en- 
official  did  not  recognise  the  Pay-  camped  exactly  one  mile  south  of 
master-General  as  coming  under  that  the  village,  another  actor  appeared 
category,  possibly  because  he  had  on  the  scene  in  the  person  of  Sir 
never  heard  my  name  before.  So  Mordaunt  Burley  himself,  whose 
there  was  no  help  to  be  got  from  diminutive  barouche  came  rumbling 
him ;  but  while  we  were  discussing  down  the  little  street  towards  the 
the  matter,  two  more  officers  of  the  grocer's  shop,  the  proprietor  leaning 
department  returning  from  the  camp  back  therein  with  his  arms  folded^ 
came  in  sight,  trotting  slowly  up  the  and  an  expression  of  unutterable 
street,  with  the  air  of  men  who  had  sagacity  beaming  in  his  face,  a.  rolL 
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of  the  bread-and-beef  chart  occupy-  But  the  matter  did  not  end  even 

ing  the  back  seat.     Ilim  stopping  in  hero,  for  while  we  were  looking  on 

the  street,  0*Hagan  appealed  to  for  at  the  packing  of  the  cart,  another 

aid,  telling  over  again  his  sad  tale.  officer  of  the  department,  senior  to 

Sir  Mordaunt  Burlcy  thought  Mr.  Forredge,  came  riding  up.  To 
there  must  be  some  mistake.  "  But  him,  mutely  inquiring  by  his  man- 
no  matter,"  he  added,  with  an  air  of  ner  what  grave  irregularity  was  in 
sublime  determination,  *'  wo  will  not  course  of  being  committed,  the 
stand  on  ceremony  in  tlie  matter:  young  member  again  recounted  the 
the  detachment  shall  be  fed,  Afr.  condition  of  the  ill-fated  dotach- 
O'llagan — the   detachment  shall  be  mcnt. 

fed ;  our  system   is    a    very  elastic  The  senior  brightened  up  at  once. 

one, — such  cases  as  these  are  easily  "Oh  yes,"  he  said,    "of  course.     I 

dealt    with.     Issue  the    rations  at  am  really  very  sorry,  but  it  is  partly 

once,  Mr.  Forredge,   if  you  please ;  my  fault,  I  fear.     I  quite   forgot  to 

issue  the  rations  at  once. '  give  notice  about  it ;  but  our  g'oneral 

"  But  the  Chief -Controller,"  urged  had  a  telegram  this  morning,  to  say 

that  official,  hesitatingly,  "the  Chief-  the  110th  would   be  transferred  to 

Controller  has  given  orders "  his    division.     This,  of  course,   ac- 

"  Consider  me    your    Chief-Con-  counts  for  the  whole  affair.     I  fully 

troller,  sir,"  broke  in  Burley,  majes-  meant  to    have    communicated  the 

iically,  from  the  barouche ;    "  obey  matter  to  the  department     But  all 

my  orders  implicitly  in  this  matter,  this  comes,"  he  added,  apologeticallj, 

■Kir,  if  you  please,  and  I  will  absolve  "  of  doing  things  in  such  an  irrogu- 

you  from   all  consequences."     And  lar  manner.     What    business  have 

Burley  glanced  at  the  bystanders,  as  general  officers  to  be  making  changes 

much  as  to  say,  "  these  rules  are  all  of  this  sort  in  the  distribution  of  the 

•very  well  for  ordinary  officials,  but  troops  without  giving  proper  notice 

true  greatness  ri/.v-;  superior  to  them,  to  the  department?    lam   sure  Sir 

Genius  begins  where  rules  end."  Mordaunt    Burley  would  never  ap- 

Having  thus  helped  us  over  our  prove  of  such  proceedings." 

xlifficulty,   Burley  proceeded  on  his  **  I  don't  know    what    Sir    Mor- 

road;  but   O'Hagan  determining  to  daunt  Burley  may  approve  or  dis- 

see    his    mission  accomplished,   we  approve,"  said  O'llagan,   indignant- 

foUowetl   Mr.  Forredge  to  the  depot,  ly,  as    we  walked  away    from   the 

where    the    official   in    charge,  one  scene,  "and    I  don't    care;    but   I 

-Commissary  Wray.shun,   the    same  know  this,  that  FU    denounce   the 

who  had  been  deaf  to  our  first  re-  whole  proceedings  as  positively  infa- 

monstrances,   proceeded  to  pack  a  mous  from  my  place  in  Parliament" 

cart  with  the  needful  supplies,  but  [The  vehement  young  member  pro- 

in  a  grave  and  reproachful  manner,  nounced  the  word  as  if  it  wore  spelt 

as  if  the  issue  of  stores  direct  from  Pahrlemint] 

the  reserve  to  a  detachment,  without  I  felt  that  it  would  not  become 

being  passed  through   a   divisional  me  to  join  with  an  outsider  in  run- 

or    even    a    brigade    depot,    jarred  ning  down  a  department  with  which 

:  against  his   sense  of  the  innate  fit-  I  was  officially  connected,  so  made 

ness  of  tliings.  no  answer. 
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Two  days  after  the  occurrence  four  walls  comparatively  luxurious^ 
described  above,  Mr.  Strickland  albeit  there  was  hardly  room  to  sit 
transferred  the  headquarters  of  him-  round  the  dining-room ;  and  the 
self  and  his  remaining  guests,  who  little  closet  adjoining  it,  which  we 
now  comprised  ourselves,  with  Mr.,  styled  the  drawing-room,  contained 
Lady  Elizabeth,  and  Miss  Merrifield,  little  besides  the  cottage-piano 
from  Stampton  Court  to  the  shooting-  which  had  been  sent  out  for  the 
box  on  the  moor.  This  little  cot-  occasion.  Under  these  circum- 
tage  contained  sleeping  accommo-  stances  all  parties  seemed  to  enjoy 
dation  for  only  a  small  portion  of  the  roughing,  especially  such  of  us 
the  party ;  the  remainder  were  be-  as  were  quartered  in  the  desolate- 
stowed  in  a  farmhouse  about  a  looking  farmhouse,  whose  occupants' 
couple  of  hundred  yards  off,  but  sole  excitement  up  to  this  time  had 
we  all  assembled  for  meals  in  the  been  their  weekly  visit  to  the  little 
little  parlour,  which  had  just  room  market-town  twelve  miles  across  the 
for  us  to  sit  down  in.  But  we  were  moor,  and  who  in  winter  were  often 
not  much  indoors ;  the  weather  was  snowed  up  for  a  month  together, 
line,  and  each  day  brought  its  occu-  The  only  people  who  grumbled 
l)ation  in  the  shape  of  an  excursion  were  the  ladics*-maids,  a  brace 
to  the  scene  of  action,  for  which  we  of  whom  had  improvidently  been 
started  after  an  early  breakfast,  the  brought  out.  Everybody  else  de- 
cider ladies  in  a  little  carriage  drawn  clared  this  novel  life  and  improvised 
by  hardy  Arrowdown  ponies,  the  arrangement  to  be  perfect;  the  horses 
rest  on  horseback,  our  numbers  daily  which  had  exchanged  their  hot 
augmented  by  stray  visitors  who  stalls  for  an  airy  shed  appeared  to 
had  found  their  way  out  to  these  be  as  well  contented  as  their  riders, 
remote  parts,  till  our  party  often  who  occupied  the  various  strange 
developed  into  a  cavalcade  only  attics  and  lumber-rooms  of  the  farm 
surpassed  in  number  by  the  inGnite  which  now  did  duty  for  bed-cham- 
elasticity  of  our  host's  stable.  It  bers;  and  every  one  declared  that 
was  in  fact  an  extended  picnic,  the  there  was  no  spot  on  earth  for  wild 
unconventional  strangeness  of  which,  beauty  and  fresh  air  h*ke  Arrowdown, 
so  difTcrent  from  our  ordinary  ex-  and  that  to  go  to  Switzerland  or 
periences,  constituted  a  charm  in  Scotland  with  all  these  delights  so 
itself  for  all.  A  life  of  this  sort  close  at  hand  was  mere  conventional 
would  of  course  have  been  impos-  folly,  no  one,  it  so  happened,  except 
sible  under  ordinary  circumstances,  our  hosts,  having  ever  been  here 
For  a  number  of  people,  including  a  before,  and  every  one  in  his  heart 
distingu'shed  Minister,  to  crowd  to-  intending  never  to  come  here  again, 
gether  in  a  little  cottage,  even  in  Fortunately  the  weather  was  superb ; 
search  of  Arrowdown  breezes,  would  a  few  fleecy  clouds  ever  and  anon 
have  been  an  absurdity,  and  no  doubt  passed  along  the  sky,  breaking  the 
the  thing  would  very  soon  have  broad  expanse  into  checkered  lights 
been  voted  a  bore;  but  the  neigh-  and  shades,  borne  by  the  light  breeze 
l>ourhood  of  the  troops,  with  gene-  which  banished  heat ;  but  the  secret 
rals,  foreign  deputies,  and  even  still  of  the  success  of  this  picnic  was  that 
higher  personages,  all  more  or  less  there  was  no  time  to  become  bored, 
roughing  it  in  canvas  on  the  open  After  an  early  breakfast  the  whole 
moor,  rendered  our  quarters  within  party  sallied  forth  each  day,  as  al- 
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ready  mentioned,  Mrs.  Strickland  otherwise  be  possible  in  a  lifetime, 
driving  Lady  Elizabeth  Merri field  I  knew,  of  course,  that  Mr.  Merri- 
in  a  pony-carriage,  the  rest  on  field  could  yawn  like  ordinary  folks, 
horseback,  making  for  the  day*8  having  often  seen  him  perform  that 
scene  of  action,  while  a  light  cart  operation  in  the  House,  but  it  was 
laden  with  luncheon  followed,  hov-  interesting  to  notice  the  freshness 
ering  in  our  rear,  in  readiness  to  with  which  he  entered  into  the 
supply  ammunition  when  needed,  novel  life,  and  the  zest  he  exhibited 
like  the  waggons  of  a  field-battery,  for  the  small  details  of  the  occasion. 
Fortunately,  too,  the  expectation  Business,  indeed,  could  not  be  got 
that  this  shooting-box  would  prove  rid  of  even  on  Arrowdown,  and 
a  convenient  centre  of  operations  express  messengers  provided  by  Mr. 
was  realised.  Had  either  of  the  Strickland  brought  out  daily  de- 
contending  forces  been  distinctly  spatch-boxes  from  Stampton  for  the 
victorious,  the  tide  of  mimic  war  Minister ;  but  he  managed  to  dispose 
would  soon  have  rolled  away  to  of  their  contents  when  the  rest  of 
the  north  or  south,  but  each  side  the  party  were  in  their  rooms,  and 
stubbornly  maintained  its  ground,  to  all  appearance  had  as  much  leisure 
The  country  was  too  open  for  sue-  as  the  rest  of  us,  declaring  that  he 
cessful  surprises  in  the  way  of  fiank  had  never  enjoyed  so  complete  a 
marches,  while  it  placed  the  force  holiday  before, 
attempting  a  direct  attack  in  front  Lord  Stowe  also  complained, 
at  a  great  disadvantage.  Day  after  when  we  met  him  on  the  moor,  that 
day  the  contending  generals  man-  he  too  could  not  escape  from  business; 
ccuvred  and  fought,  but  so  little  but  my  private  belief  is  that  he  did 
advantage  could  be  claimed  for  nothing  whatever,  and  that  the  work 
either  side  that  each  evening  the  of  the  department,  such  as  there  was, 
umpires  must  fain  declare  the  con-  was  conducted  by  Bracton,  who  re- 
test  drawn,  and  both  sides  entitled  mained  behind  in  town.  But  in 
to  maintain  their  ground.  Thus,  fact  the  department  was  so  busily 
although  the  troops  were  on  their  engaged  in  looking  after  the  minia- 
legs  all  day,  and  long  marches  were  ture  army  in  the  field  before  us,  that 
made  one  way  and  another,  we  the  rest  of  the  British  army  was 
could  see  all  that  took  place,  and  yet  allowed  to  take  care  of  itself  for  a 
return  each  afternoon  to  dinner,  the  season.  "  Things  seem  admirably 
ladies  in  high  spirits,  sunburnt  and  managed,  in  my  opinion,^*  said  Lord 
hungry ;  while  under  the  effect  of  Stowe,  whom  we  met  one  day  rid- 
exercise,  appetite,  and  bracing  air  ing  through  the  camp,  mounted  on 
combined,  everybody  became  ex-  a  stout  and  slow-moving  pony,  his 
ceedingly  sleepy  directly  after  dinner,  trousers  in  the  course  of  equitation 
and  the  cottage-piano  was  put  very  having  worked  well  up  his  legs,  dis- 
littlo  into  requisition.  playing  a  margin  of  comfortable 
It  needs  not  be  said  that  person-  socks  above  his  ankle  boots.  **See 
ally  this  visit  was  peculiarly  wel-  here,  the  fighting  is  barely  over,  and 
come,  independently  of  the  pleasure  the  men  have  got  their  tents,  and 
of  the  occasion  itself,  and  the  fresh  their  fuel,  and  their  rations,  and  are 
healthy  life.  It  is  of  course  grati-  cooking  their  dinners  already.  What 
fying  to  be  asked  to  join  a  party  in  have  you  got  there,  my  man  ?"  said 
deshabille  when  a  great  Minister  is  his  lordship,  addressing  one  of  a 
one  of  the  company,  for  when  thrown  group  of  soldiers  engaged  upon  a 
together  in  this  way,  people  see  more  camp  kitchen,  who  appeared  from 
of  each  other  in  a  week  than  would  his  air  of  authority  to  be  the  chef 
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de  cuisine ;  "what  have  you  got  in  day.     You  see,  it*s  what  they  calls 

that  pot  ?'*  the  Control  Department  as  does  it ; 

"  Well,"  said  the  man  all  uncon-  they  thinks  we  ought  to  control  of 

Rcious,  like  the  child  accosted  by  the  our  happetites." 

fairy,  what  superior  company  he  was  "  Yes,  guv'nor,"  observed  number 

in,  "  they  calls  it  a  sassage ;  least-  two,    "  that's   where  it  is,  and  now 

ways  a  German  sassage.     'Tain't  an  you  know  about  the  long  and  short 

English  one,  that's  certain."  of  it" 

"And  very  good  a  German  sausage  At  this  juncture  an  officer  came 

is,  too,"  observed  his  lordship  ;  "  I  towards  us,  whereon  the  men  became 

should  like  to  taste  it,  my  friend,  if  silent,  and  explanations  ensued.    No 

you  will  allow  me."  notice  had  been  given  that  the  regi- 

The  man  hesitated  for  a  moment,  ment  would  be  encamped  out  on  the 

but  we  were  a  large  party,  and  he  flank  like  this,  and  so  the  bread  had 

held  up  the  sausage  on  the  lid  of  a  not  come  up,  and  the  men  were  going 

kettle,  while  Lord  Stowe,    drawing  to  dine  on  their  reserve  supply  of 

a  penknife  from   his    pocket,    pro-  sausage- soup,  but  it  was  understood 

cecded   to  cut  off  a  thin  slice   and  they    would    receive    their    proper 

then  to  eat  it,  holding  it  delicately  rations  by  evening, 

between  his  finger  and  thumb,   the  "  I   take   leave   to  mention.  Lord 

penknife  in  the  other  hand,  the  reins  Stowe,"  said  Tom  Strickland,  as  we 

loose  on  the  pony's  neck.  rode  away  towards  the  spot  where  our 

"A  most  excellent  sausage,  upon  luncheon-cart  was  awaiting  us,  "  that 
my  word,"  said  Lord  Stowe,  rolling  this  is  a  militia  regiment  we  have  been 
the  portion  about  his  mouth  as  if  he  talking  to ;  these  yokels  were  pro- 
were  tasting  a  sample  of  port  wine,  bably  only  enrolled  a  few  days  before 
"  Strickland,  do  try  a  bit  You  will,  the  manoeuvres  began." 
Miss  Strickland,  at  any  rate  ?  just  "  Well,  Strickland,  '*  said  Lord 
to  see  how  well  we  look  after  these  Stowe,  as  he  sat  resting  against  a 
fine  fellows."  Lord  Stowe  I  sus-  low  stone  wall,  with  a  plate  of  cold 
pcct  at  this  moment  fancied  himself  chicken  on  his  lap,  and  a  tumbler  of 
to  be  quite  another  Mark  Antony,  claret-cup  on  a  stone  beside  him,  "  I 
mixing  like  that  popular  commander  think  we  may  say  that  the  commis- 
on  friendly  terms  with  his  troops,  or  sariat  part  of  the  manoeuvres  has 
a  sort  of  Charles  XII.  going  the  been  as  successful  as  the  rest  West 
rounds  in  disguise.  here  predicted  all  sorts  of  failures, 

"Gen'IVnan's  so  fond  of  sassages,"  but  the  worst  thing  that  has  come 

replied  another  man,  who  was  on  his  before  us  has  been  this  militia  regi- 

knees  feeding  the  fire  with  sticks,  ment  just   now,    which    we    found 

"  he'd  better  'ave  the  'ole  biling  of  lunching  on  excellent  soup.     I  must 

'em,   and  welcome.      Sassages   ain't  say  I  think  that  this  amounts  to  a 

much  good    without    a    mossel    of  very  decided  success." 

bread  to  eat  'em  with."  "  They  have  got   about  eighteen 

"What!  do  you  mean  to  say  you  thousand   men   out  here;    we    had 

get    no   bread,    my    man  ?"    asked  three  months'  preparation,  and  have 

Lord    Stowe,     not    knowing    quite  splendid  weather ;    and    with  these 

whether  to  pursue  the  jocular  style  combined  conditions,  and  with  the 

or  to  appear  annoyed.  whole    strength    and    attention     of 

"  Oh  yes,  we  gets  a  bit  o'  bread  the    War    Office    staff,     high     and 

now  and  agin,  and  werry  good  bread  low,    to    help,    we    have    managed 

it  is,  when  we  does  get  it,"  said  num-  to  do  the  work  respectably.     This 

ber  one ;  "  but  we  ain't  a  got  any  to-  hardly  proves  much.     But  that  is 
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not  my  objection.  No  one  ever  when  they  hare  to  bo  planning 
supposed  that  there  would  be  a  great  operations  of  war  ?'* 
break  -  down  under  such  circum-  "  When  I  say  the  general  should 
stances.  If  our  great  department  do  these  things,  1  mean,  of  course, 
could  not  manage  not  to  starve  this  his  staff  acting  in  his  name  ;  but 
little  bit  of  an  army,  its  incompe-  they  are  kept  just  as  much  in  the 
tence  would  stand  confessed.  There  dark  as  he  is  about  the  details  of 
would  obviously  bo  no  room  left  for  administration.  You  pick  out  some 
argument  My  objection  is  of  a  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  army  for 
different  sort.  You  have  literally  your  local  controllers,  and  then  give 
thrown  away  the  advantage  of  the  them  nothing  to  do." 
mancDuvres,  so  far  as  this  important  But  at  this  point  Lord  Stowe's 
part  of  the  work  goes.  You  have  attention  was  diverted  by  Miss 
given  the  generals  their  troops  to  Strickland  and  Miss  Merrifield, 
knock  about,  and  so  far  they  and  with  whom  he  entered  into  lively 
their  staff  have  made  use  of  the  conversation,  giving  them,  in  po- 
opportunity,  and  have  learnt  a  good  litely  paternal  fashion,  a  highly 
deal,  no  doubt  And  this  practice  is  lucid  account  of  the  day's  operations, 
of  course  a  capital  thing  for  our  army  **  The  infantry,  you  see,  my  dear 
generally,  at  least  for  the  very  small  young  ladies,  no  longer  receives  the 
part  of  it  engaged.  But  why  de-  charge  of  cavalry  in  squares,  as  it 
liberately  throw  away  one  of  the  used  to  do.  At  Waterloo,  where  an 
most  useful  parts  of  the  lesson—  the  uncle  of  mine  served  in  your  bro- 
art  of  feeding  an  army  ?  The  troops  ther's  regiment.  Miss  Strickland, 
have  been  well  enough  fed,  I  dare-  the  French  Cuirassiers  over  and 
say,  although  it  is  only  by  a  sort  of  over  again  charged  our  squares,  try- 
miracle  that  things  don't  go  wrong,  ing  to  break  into  them  by  sheer 
But  how  it  is  all  done  is  a  perfect  weight — their  cuirasses  make  them 
mystery  to  the  generals.  They  see  very  heavy,  you  know ;  but  even 
the  beef  and  bread  go  down  the  with  this  advantage  their  efforts 
men's  throats,  but  where  it  comes  were  of  no  avail ;  they  were  received 
from  they  don't  know  and  don't  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  fell 
care.  Yet  if  we  were  in  a  foreign  by  hundreds,  transfixed  on  these 
country  this  would  be  just  the  part  deadly  weapons." 
of  their  business  which  would  oc-  "Dear  me,"  said  ^liss  Strick- 
cupy  their  attention  most.  You  land,  **I  don't  think,  if  1  were  a 
could  not  work  then  with  bread -and-  foot-soldier,  I  could  help*  running 
beef  charts,  and  send  down  every-  away  in  that  case.  Fancy  having  a 
thing  by  special  train  from  town,  heavy  dragoon,  or  even  a  light  one. 
The  fact  is,  our  generals,  as  you  coming  at  you  full  gallop,  to  ride 
deal  with  them,  are  just  like  chil-  you  down  I  I  don't  think  I  should 
dren  who  are  given  toys  to  play  be  able  to  stop  him  if  I  had  ever  so 
with,  all  packed  and  ready  for  use  sharp  a  bayonet." 
in  a  box.  They  enjoy  playing  with  "  The  bayonet  is  a  very  effective 
them,  but  how  they  are  made,  and  weapon,"  replied  Lord  Stowe  ;  **  1 
where  they  come  from,  they  have  saw  a  passage  of  arms  at  the  riding- 
not  the  slightest  idea."  school  of  the  Bayswater  barracks  the 
"But  surely,"  said  Mr.  Strick-  other  day,  between  a  man  on  foot 
land,  "  it  is  not  to  be  desired  that  with  a  bayonet  and  a  man  on  horse 
generals  should  do  these  things  ?  with  a  sword,  and  the  first  had  quite 
Surely  their  time  ought  not  to  be  the  best  of  it  But  nowadays  we  trust 
taken  up  in   details  of    this    sort,  more    to    the    improved    efficiency 
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of  firearms,  and  the  cavalry  are  not  en  retraite,  or  who  would  have  the 
allowed  .to  charge  squares,  or  indeed  faintest  chance  of  being  employed 
to  show  themselves  out  of  cover,  on  actual  service.  Oh  no,  we  keep 
There  were  several  mistakes  made  one  set  of  generals  for  peace  man- 
this  morning,  by  the  way,  which  oeuvres,  and  another  in  reserve  for 
I  noticed,  cavalry  exposing  them-  time  of  war,  who  meanwhile  are 
selves,  and  infantry  too,  where  some  called  brigadiers  and  colonels." 
of  them  would  certainly  have  been  "But  dey  zay  you  English  do  call 
shot  if  it  had  been  a  real  battle,  yourzelves  a  pragdigal  nation  V" 
All  this  was  of  course  quite  irre-  **You  must  not  take  what  this 
gular,  I  am  given  to  understand ;  gentleman  says  seriously,"  I  inter- 
still,  on  the  whole,  it  was  an  ex-  rupted ;  "  this  is  mere  ribald  jesting 
trcmely  interesting  sight.     I  do  so  on  his  part." 

wish   Sophia   and   the   rest   of    my  "  I  thought,"  said  Mr.  Strickland, 

girls   could  have  been   here   to  see  who  had  just  lighted  a   cigar,   and 

it."  was   reclining  next  me    behind  the 

**  Yas,"  said  (in  answer  to  a  query  wall   to    shelter    himself   from   the 

from    Tom     Strickland)     a     distiii-  wind,  which   struck   cool   after   the 

guished    oflBcer    from    one    of    the  heat  of  the  day, — "I  thought  this 

South  American  Republics  who  had  new  Control  Department  was  formed 

joined   the   luncheon-farty  :    "Yas,  for  the  very  purpose   of   doing   on 

dey   are  ver   fine   troops,  ver   fine,  the   spot  all   this    work    that    you 

indeed  ;  we   do   all   zay   dat.     Yas,  speak  of  ?     What  else  is  it  for,  if  not 

vat  we  do  zay  is  dat  de  infanterie  is  to  help   the  general   in   such  busi- 

ver  good,   de  cavalerie  is   meessri-  ness?" 

vailed,  and  de  artillerie  is  superbe.  "  That  is  the  theory  of  the  thing, 

Ah  no,   dat  is  not  it ;   it  is   de  in-  no  doubt,  and  as  far  as  size  goes  the 

fanterie  is  ver  good,   de    cavalerie  department  is  big  enough  to  do  the 

vich    is   superbe,    and    de  artillerie  work  a  dozen  times  over,  if   it  were 

vich  is  mecssrivalled — no,  unrifalled,  allowed,  and  it  has  been   recruited 

dat  is  it — de  artillerie  is  unrifalled.  from  some  of  the  ablest  men  in  the 

So  we  all   say.     But,  comes   it   not  service.      But   instead  of  this,    the 

dat  your  generals  dey  do  want   de  whole  body,  so  far   as  I  can  make 

— vat  we  call  de  coup  tVoiil  f  are  dey  out,   is    regularly   kept  in    leading- 

not  ver  old  V"  strings ;     all    authority  is    retained 

"  My     dear     sir,"     replied     Tom  in     the     War     Office,     and     these 

Strickland,    *'  that   is    part    of    our  controllers     and      assistant-control- 

decp-reaching     policy.      You    have  lers,    and   the  rest    of    them,    with 

heard    that    the    Romans    used    to  their  high-sounding  titles  and  com- 

excrcise  their  troops  in  extra  heavy  fortable   pay,    seem   to   be   without 

armour,  so  that  when  they  came  to  any   corresponding    power    and   ro- 

put  on  their  regular  suits  they  felt  sponsibilit}''.     All  their  business  pro- 

quiie spry yextraordinaircmentagiles,  per,  down  to  the  minutest  point,  is 

you     understand  ?      Just     so    with  arranged  for  them  by  the  people  in 

us.     If  we  put  on  our  regular  war  Pall   Mall,  and   these   local  officials 

generals  at   these   manoeuvres,    the  are   in    fact    mere    post-offices    for 

troops     would     become    really    too  transmitting  references  between  the 

sharp ;  so  a  rule  has  been  passed —  War  Office  and  the  army,  or  agents 

by  Captain  West  here,  or  some  of  his  for  distributing  the   supplies  which 

set — that  no  one  shall  be  qualified  find  their  way  down  by  some  mys- 

to  command  on  such  occasions  who  terious    agency  which    they  know 

has  not  passed  at  least  ten  years  nothing  about." 
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"But  this  is  as  much  as  to  say  talents  to  their  proper  business  of 

that  people  take  leave  of  their  com-  administering  their  departments.     I 

mon-sense  when    they   enter    upon  declare  I  think  it  is  a  wonder  rather 

military  organization.      This   seems  how  the  work   of   some  of  the   big 

hardly  a  reasonable  assumption."  offices  gets  done  at  all,  than  that  it 

"  I  would  not  say  that  exactly,  should  be  badly  done." 
I  think  the  phenomenon  of  our  "You  have  hit  on  the  truth 
present  defective  military  admin-  there,  I  fear.  The  idleness  of  some 
istration  —  and  that  it  is  extra-  of  our  public  men  has  been  astound- 
ordinarily  defective  is  a  matter  of  ing — not  more  so,  however,  than  the 
fact  about  which  no  one  will  have  industry  of  others.  You  see  some 
any  doubt  who  inquires  into  the  men  working  like  galley-slaves,  as 
matter — I  think  this  can  be  ex-  if  their  fortunes  or  their  very  lives 
plained  without  the  hypothesis  of  depended  on  it.  And  the  idlers 
extreme  stupidity.  In  the  first  have  usually  been  the  exceptions, 
place,  the  experiment  has  never  But  then  the  system  of  business  in 
really  been  fairly  made.  The  men  this  country  is  adapted  to  this  state 
who  have  been  put  to  organise  have  of  things — to  meet  the  case,  that  is, 
usually  come  to  the  business  with  no  of  the  heads  of  departments  who 
previous  knowledge  of  what  is  need-  live  amid  the  distractions  of  pollti- 
ed,  and  no  distinct  apprehension  of  cal  life,  and  can  only  give  a  frac- 
the  principles  which  lie  at  the  bot-  tional  share  of  their  attention  to 
tom  of  all  sound  military  administra-  their  official  duties.  Every  one 
tion,  and  perhaps,  too,  without  hav-  knows  that  the  bulk  of  the  business 
ing  their  hearts  thoroughly  in  their  is  and  must  be  done  by  the  pcr- 
work.  To  have  organised  our  War  mancnt  heads  of  departments — the 
Department  successfully  needed  the  Civil  Service,  in  fact." 
undivided  attention  and  full  oner-  "  No  doubt  that  is  so ;  but  then, 
gies  of  a  first-rate  man,  with  a  to  make  the  thing  work  well,  the 
natural  capacity  for  that  sort  of  political  head  must  set  a  proper  sys- 
work.  And  that  you  have  never  tem  agoing  in  the  first  instance.  The 
had.  At  the  most  critical  point  suboi^inate  officers  can't  do  that, 
of  the  matter,  when,  in  consequence  even  if  they  knew  bow  to  set  about 
of  the  Crimean  breakdown,  the  it,  which  probably  none  of  them  do. 
nation  was  hot  about  reform,  and  The  British  Constitution  may  re- 
when  everything  depended  on  the  quire,  for  example,  that  your  War 
direction  given  to  the  course  of  Minister  should  know  nothing 
organisation,  you  had  an  abstracted  about  his  business,  and  have  no 
scholar  for  your  War  Minister,  special  aptitude  for  it;  but  that  is 
thrust  into  the  office  against  his  all  the  more  reason  why  the  under- 
own  strong  protest,  set  down  to  a  strappers  should  be  experts — men 
duty  utterly  distasteful  to  him,  and  who  know  the  weak  pomts  of  the 
for  which  he  had  not  the  smallest  army  organisation  from  practical 
natural  aptitude.  But,  in  fact,  acquaintance  with  it,  and  are  quali- 
what  between  the  management  of  fied  by  experience  to  set  about  re- 
their  estates,  and  family  interest,  forming  them.  In  fact^  you  ought 
and  their  share  in  the  general  to  govern  the  army  through  the 
political  business  of  the  Govern-  army.  There  is  plenty  of  ability 
ment,  and  the  time  spent  in  the  available  for  the  purpose  if  you 
House,  and  the  distractions  of  so-  only  got  hold  of  it." 
ciety,  many  of  our  public  men  only  "  Yes ;  but  how  are  you  to  set 
give  the  fag-end  of  their  time  and  about  finding  it  out  ? " 
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**  I  admit  it  is  not  plain  at  first  with  the  arrangements.  Further, 
sight  what  the  machinery  should  be  he  sees  the  perfect  futility  of  action, 
for  selecting  the  right  men.  You  He  is  powerless  to  do  any  good, 
might,  of  course,  if  the  thing  were  He  knows  perfectly  well  that  if, 
jobbed,  get  a  lot  of  mere  plungers  overborne  by  a  sense  of  his  super- 
— men  not  even  good  clerks — and  fiuousness,  he  were  so  Quixotic  as 
nothing  else ;  but  we  don't  even  to  resign  his  post,  the  only  result 
try  to  get  them  now.  And  although  would  be  that  it  would  be  immedi- 
civil  clerks  may  be  all  very  well  in  ately  filled  up  by  somebody  else, 
their  way — zealous,  and  honest,  and  perhaps  some  one  less  competent, 
so  forth — still  they  must  be  apt  to  Besides,  these  qualms  will  only  at- 
see  the  army  through  the  refracting  tack  the  new-comer  ;  in  a  very  short 
miasma  of  War  OflBco  influences,  till  time  he  will  get  to  believe,  with 
many  of  them  really  seem  to  think  those  around  him,  in  the  innate  fit- 
that  the  army  is  something  which  ness  of  things  as  he  finds  them.  A 
exists  merely  to  give  employment  to  man  must  bo  strangely  independent 
the  office.  And  certainly  the  present  who  will  long  think  differently 
system  favours  the  idea.  The  result  from  the  five  hundred  superiors  and 
is,  that  you  have  a  gi-eat  mass  of  equals  with  whom  he  is  associated." 
inertia  to  overcome  before  anything  "  But  see,  all  the  party  are  mov- 
can  bo  done;  and  this  can  only  be  ing  off:  we  must  be  going  too. 
got  rid  of  by  pressure  from  above —  It  seems  from  what  you  say  that 
that  ijj,  by  a  War  Minister  with  a  things  are  in  a  bad  way,  and  with- 
genius  for  administration.  At  any  out  much  chance  of  their  iraprovc- 
rate,  our  worthy  friend  sipping  his  ment." 

coffee  round   the    corner  yonder    is        "A    condition    of    Parliamentary 

hardly  the  man  to  apply  the  lever,  government   I   suppose,    and  to   be 

even  if  he  had  any  spare  moments  accepted    as    such.     The  Admiralty 

not  occupied  in  thinkmg  about    his  is  of  course  in  the  same  boat,  but 

dear  Sophia'  and  the  rest  of  the  girls  there    things    are    perhaps    a   little 

in  Switzerland."  better,  because  there  you  have  a  staff 

*'  Is  it  not  rather  a  strong  fling  at  of  experts  to  help  the  first  lord,  and 

the  whole  body  of  these  officials  to  keep  matters  straight." 
describe  them  as  obstructing  reform        Here  our  conversation  was  broken 

in  this  manner  ?"  off  by  the  termination  of  luncheon, 

''*  I  don't  think  so.  For  what,  and  the  party  began  to  mount  their 
after  all,  do  I  assert  ?  A  man  in  an  horses  for  the  ride  homewards,  Eva 
office  imbibes  a  suspicion  that  his  and  Sybil  with  Tom  Strickland  lag- 
functions,  and  those  of  a  number  of  ging  behind,  while  the  latter  com- 
thc  friends  about  him,  are  perfunc-  pleted  a  sketch,  which  I  grieve  to 
tory  and  superfluous.  What  is  he  say  he  had  had  the  bad  manners  to 
to  do  ?  In  the  first  place,  his  con-  take,  furtively,  of  the  distinguished 
science  will  be  lulled  by  the  spe-  South  American  officer  who  liad 
cious  argument  that,  after  all,  he  joined  us  at  luncheon,  and  who 
may  very  possibly  be  overscrupu-  certainly,  with  his  tight  clothes, 
lous,  for  that  those  whose  business  high  epauletted  shoulders,  and  dark 
it  is  to  take  heed  about  these  things,  grinning  face  surmounted  by  a 
and  who  ought  to  be  better  judges  cocked-hat,  looked  not  unlike  a  per- 
than  ho  is,  appear  perfectly  satisfied  forming  monkey. 
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After  a  last  month  of  exhausting  Public  Health  Act  deserve  to  be 
and  hurried  labour,  and  of  tropical  spoken  of  as  of  some  importance, 
heat,  Parliament  was  at  last  set  free  But  for  the  rest  of  the  business,  it 
on  the  10th  of  August.  From  steam-  is  painful  to  think  how  unprofitable 
ing  Westminster  to  the  green  heather  it  was.  Many  precious  hours,  we 
or  the  pebbly  beach,  what  a  delicious  know,  were  spent  in  invostigating 
change  !  A  truce  to  gas-light  and  the  illegal  practices,  and  many  more 
blue-books,  and  the  hum  of  bores  in  anxious  discussion  of  the  blun- 
become  intolerable  by  long-continued  ders,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers, 
iteration.  The  refreshment  and  re-  and  many  precious  weeks  in  passing 
newal  of  life  which  rejoices  the  rest  measures  which  had  better  not  have 
of  nature  in  spring  overtakes  the  been  passed.  There  was  an  un- 
IJritish  Legislator  about  harvest,  reality  about  the  session.  The 
1 1  is  spring  is  a  latter  spring,  his  measures  before  Parliament  were 
summer  All-IIallows.  But  who  not  what  really  occupied  the  minds 
knows  better  than  he  the  value  of  of  statesmen  or  of  the  country  ;  the 
this  reanimation  ;  who  more  certain  beatings  which  Ministers  received 
to  turn  the  holiday  to  account  ac-  did  not  enable  them  to  escape  from 
cording  to  disposition  ?  Mr.  CI  lad-  their  difliculties  by  resignation  :  the 
stone,  laying  his  axe  to  the  root  of  irregularities  of  which  they  were 
the  tree,  the  ruling  principle,  de-  convicted  did  not  warrant  Parlia- 
struction,  predominating  even  in  ment  to  censure  them.  The  beat- 
his  amusements,  and  senators  great  ings — in  one  case  by  an  adverse 
and  small  using  the  welcome  leisure  majority  of  a  hundred — were  pockefc- 
and  disporting  themselves,  are  things  ed  up  ;  the  censures  though  plainlr 
pleasant  to  think  upon.  Never  implied  were  not  openly  expressed, 
did  their  relaxation  seem  to  have  An  influence  superior  to  the  subject 
been  more  fairly  earned  than  now.  matters  of  debate  checked  the  action 
Close,  incessant  application  for  six  of  Parliament  in  regard  to  Ministers, 
weary  months,  the  work  of  the  last  prevented  the  beam  of  the  balance 
month  as  cruel  as  the  labour  of  from  turning,  although  the  greater 
slavery !  Yes,  let  them  all,  in  God's  weight  was  known  to  be  in  the 
name,  know  the  sweets  of  repose,  scale  opposite  to  them  ;  and  finally, 
and  much  good  may  it  bring  to  after  such  a  miry  passage  as  men  of 
them  !  We  were  about  to  add  high  mind  or  feeling  could  not  and 
that,  while  they  are  recruiting,  would  not  have  endured,  brought 
the  country  at  large  is  reiilising  them  to  the  end  of  the  session 
the  value  of  their  work  :  but  we  i)lacemen  still,  though  miserably 
stopped  short,  unable  to  discern  the  damaged.  The  fact  tliat  they  re- 
great  benefits  that  have  resulted,  main  Ministers  to  this  day  is  pro- 
although  recognising  most  fully  the  bably  due  in  the  first  place  to  the 
amount  of  travail  that  has  been  en-  alann  and  anxiety  which  they  them- 
dure<l.  After  all  the  throes  it  is  selves  created  by  their  feeble  negotia- 
hard  that  we  can  review  scarce  anv-  tions  with  America  ;  and  in  the 
thing  but  a  nursery  of  mice.  We  second  place,  to  the  fortunate  inter- 
make  a  reservation,  though,  because  ference  of  the  arbitrators.  It  seems 
two  products  of  the  session,  the  to  have  been  the  fate  of  these  ncgo- 
Arniy    Localisation    Act    and     the  tiations  that  the  mismanagement  of 
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them  should  bring  a  certain  kind  of  if  only  they  should  stand  out  as 
luck.  The  President  of  the  Com-  Russia  did;  and  othbr  States,  we 
mission  had  his  reward  for  most  may  be  sure,  will  be  found  ready 
discreditable  performance  of  his  enough  to  benefit  by  these  examples, 
work,  and  now  the  whole  Cabinet  We  have  apologised  to  America,  and 
continue  to  be  a  Cabinet  because  we  are  about  to  pay  her  for  acts  which, 
they  were  incapable  of,  in  the  first  when  they  were  committed,  we  did 
instance,  making  a  sensible  treaty,  not  acknowledge  to  be  wrongs.  We 
and  afterwards  of  rectifying  their  have  given  to  Canada  a  guarantee 
blunders.  The  stupid  supplementary  for  money,  in  place  of  insisting  upon 
treaty  was  more  faulty  than  the  ori-  a  recompense  for  her  injuries  such 
ginal  treaty,  and  the  proposal  to  as  we  are  willing  to  pay  for  the 
adjourn  the  arbitration  a  feebler  re-  wrongs  charged  against  us  by  the 
source  than  the  supplementary  treaty.  United  States.  It  is  impossible 
The  other  political  events  of  the  surely,  after  such  conduct  as  this, 
session  of  1872  are  insignificant  in  that  our  character  can  be  high 
comparison  with  the  long  and  dan-  enough  to  shield  us  from  further 
gerous  complication  with  America  :  demands  !  Our  wealth  and  the  sur- 
as it  ruled  the  fortunes  of  the  Govern-  render  of  our  treaty  rights  may,  it 
ment  throughout,  so  is  it  the  really  is  true,  appease  other  adversaries 
important  business  of  the  year,  and  dependencies,  as  they  have  ap- 
Truc,  it  has  ended  as  well  ns  its  peased  Russia  and  America  and 
authors  ever  intended  it  to  end,  but  Canada ;  but  we  cannot  forever  go 
no  thanks  are  due  to  them  for  that,  on  gratifying  foreign  nations,  or 
even  if  we  admit  that  the  end  was  making  presents  to  our  colonies  to 
worth  the  means  used.  But  it  must  buy  off  our  obligation  to  protect 
remain    a    subject   of    the    gravest  them. 

doubt  whether  England  may  not  Some  of  the  apologists  of  Minis- 
have  lost  far  more  by  her  undigni-  ters  have,  wo  find,  given  them 
fled  bearing  in  regard  to  this  treaty  credit  for  not  having  despaired  of 
thaji  she  has  gained  by  bringing  the  saving  their  equivocal  treaty,  and 
dispute  with  America  to  arbitration,  for  having  gone  on  trying  one  simple 
The  advantage,  such  as  it  is,  can  be  device  after  another  rather  than 
felt  at  once,  while  the  loss  of  her  give  it  up.  This  is  very  much  like 
ancient  position  will  come  home  to  complimenting  a  man  who  has  been 
England  in  the  future.  Having  drawn  out  of  the  water  well  nigh 
begun  a  course  of  yielding  and  apol-  drowned  into  a  boat,  for  having 
ogising,  she  must  go  on.  There  clutched  at  straws  during  the  time 
will  be  no  lack  of  aspirants  ready  of  his  peril.  The  Ministry,  it  is 
to  make  capital  out  of  a  nation  certain,  had  not  wit  enough  to  save 
known  to  bo  under  the  guidance  of  itself.  It  was  fortune,  their  good 
a  recreant  Ministry.  Our  pusillan-  fortune  and  ours,  which  secured  the 
imity  with  regard  to  Russia,  en-  result,  such  as  it  was.  The  arbitra- 
couraged  America  to  be  impracti-  tors  saved  us  from  the  indirect  da- 
cable  and  high-handed  concerning  mages.  Parliament,  we  feel  assured 
the  indirect  claims,  and  our  pro-  will  discuss  the  whole  matter,  now 
ceedings  in  both  these  cases  will  that  the  award  of  the  arbitrators  is 
soon  bring  some  new  demand  upon  known,  and  perhaps  bring  some 
us.  The  American  press  did  not  light  upon  the  mysteries  of  the 
scruple  to  argue  that,  as  we  had  treaty.  The  "understanding"  con- 
yielded  to  Russia,  so  should  we  coming  the  withdrawal  of  the  in- 
certainly  yield  to  the  United  States,  direct  claims  requires  to  be  sifted,  and 
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Ministers  ought  to  be  as  ready  to  Geneva?  The  country  will  surely 
tell  all  they  know  about  it  as  we  not  rest  satisfied  until  questions 
can  be  to  learn  it  For,  as  we  see  like  the  above  have  been  answered, 
the  case  now,  it  seems  very  much  as  Had  America  been  equally  dcsir- 
if  the  "  understanding"  had  prear-  ous  as  ourselves  to  refer  the  dispute 
ranged  not  only  the  withdrawal  of  between  us  to  arbitration,  and  had 
the  indirect  claims  but  the  mulct-  the  decision  been  based  upon  rules 
ing  of  England  in  a  lump  sum  on  that  were  in  existence  at  the  time 
account  of  the  direct  claims.  It  was  of  the  war,  we  should  have  paid 
a  wwunderstanding  as  regards  the  our  fine  willingly  enough.  But  it 
time  of  withdrawing  the  indirect  is  different  as  our  case  stands.  We 
claims,  inasmuch  as  our  fond  com-  have  taken  the  utmost  trouble,  we 
missioners  expected  that  the  with-  have  forgotten  what  was  due  to  our- 
drawal  would  be  before  the  produc-  selves  in  bringing  this  matter  to 
tion  of  the  case,  whereas  the  Ameri-  issue;  and  now  the  sum  which  we 
cans  intended  to  keep  these  claims  have  to  pay  is,  independently  of  its 
upon  the  record  until  the  case  amount,  a  token,  of  humiliation,  a 
should  be  before  the  arbitrators,  and  sop  given  to  America  to  buy  off  her 
then  to  withdraw  them.  But  as  to  wrath  as  regards  our  behaviour  dur- 
the  ultimate  withdrawal,  we  can  ing  her  civil  war.  It  is  our  first 
hardly  doubt  that  the  "  under-  money  payment  to  avert  the  venge- 
standing"  was  the  same  on  both  ance  of  an  enemy  for  innocent  acts 
sides.  This  being  so,  and  the  ar-  of  ours.  Mr.  Gladstone's  Govom- 
bitrators  having,  almost  as  soon  ment  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having 
as  they  were  assembled,  stepped  in  taken  the  first  step  in  thus  dealing 
to  banish  the  indirect  claims  from  with  our  adversaries.  Although 
the  trial,  it  befits  that  we  should  we  have  not  acted  thus  before, 
know  whether  they  were  induced  other  nations  have;  and  their  first 
through  any  "  understanding"  be-  steps  were  always  followed  by  other 
tween  the  parties,  to  make  the  steps  of  the  same  kind,  and  the 
award  which  they  have  reported,  other  steps  were  followed  by  ruin. 
We  were  told  long  ago  from  Ame-  But  what  resemblance  is  there,  we 
rica  that  the  result  would  be  what  shall  be  asked,  between  the  cases  of 
we  now  know  that  it  is.  Is  it  pos-  such  nations  and  our  case?  They 
sible  that  the  whole  scene  at  Geneva  undisguisedly  gave  of  their  sub- 
can  have  been  a  farce  ?  Have  the  stance,  and  submitted  to  humilia- 
cloquent  counsel  on  both  sides  been  tion,  rather  than  fight ;  but  look 
only  expending  their  winged  words  at  us.  We  call  in  independent  and 
to  make  people  believe  that  there  unimpeachable  arbitrators  and  abide 
has  been  a  contest,  as  Bardolph  and  by  their  award :  what  is  there  un- 
his  fellows  hacked  their  swords  and  becoming  in  this  ?  Well,  we  think 
tickled  their  noses  with  spear  grass,  that  the  nations  who  paid  in  old 
and  bespattered  their  garments  with  times  the  heavy  sort  of  black-mail 
the  blood,  for  the  same  purpose  F.  which  we  have  indicated,  didn't  do 
Has  the  solemn  arbitration  been  a  the  thing  in  quite  so  barefaced  and 
farce  ?  Have  the  august  arbitrators  unvarnished  a  manner  as  history 
come  together  with  much  pomp  and  makes  them  appear  to  have  done, 
ceremony,  has  much  precious  time  History  gives  us  the  substantial 
been  occupied,  and  has  expense  been  facts  clear  of  all  veneering ;  but 
incurred,  simply  that  an  arrange*  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  craven 
ment  made  two  years  ago  at  Wash-  government  urging  for  the  first 
ington  might  now  be  registered  at  time   upon  a  people    that  had  once 
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been  high-spirited  and  powerful  the  in  the  world  after  the  bunglmg  treaty 

appeasing  of  their  foes  by  disgrace-  and  the  damaging  payment      Un- 

ful  money  payments,    would  wrap  willing  as  we  may  be  to  acknow- 

up  the  base  acts  in  some  specious  ledge  that  we  have  been  altogether 

coverings  to   make  them   tolerable,  misled  in  this  matter,  there  is  every 

A  loan,  perhaps,  or  an  old  debt  of  reason  to  fear  that  we  may  be  made 

many  centuries'  standing,  or  possibly  to  feel  that  such  is    the  case.'    A 

the  very  expedient  of  an  arbitrator's  weekly  contemporary  has  said — and, 

award,  may  have  been  resorted  to.  we    fear,  with   too   much   reason — 

We  should  like  to  know  how  his-  "  The  conscientious  aversion  to  war 

lory  will  record  this  transaction  of  which    really     determines     English 

ours,  when  the  pill  shall  be  named,  policy  is  by  all  foreign  communities 

and    nothing    said  about  the  gild-  attributed  to  cowardice."       Now  we 

ingi  know    very    weU   that    the    nation, 

But,  we  are  told  again,  though  it  although  it  has  allowed  itself  to  be 

is  our  fate  to  pay  now,  see  what  we  befooled  into  an  undignified  position 

have  gained.     We  have  established  with   regard  to  America,  will  never 

a  great  rule    of    international    law  submit  to  be  treated  as  a  nation  of 

which  will  be  a  hundred  times  more  cowards.     It  will  wipe  off  the  stain 

valuable    to    England  than  to   any  that    Mr.    Gladstone's   Government 

other  nation.      America's  turn  will  has    brought    on    it.     And    so    we 

come  ;  she  is  much   more  likely  to  leave  this  matter  for  the  present, 

commit    Alabama  offences  than  we  Of  the    laws    which    have    been 

are ;   and    when   she  does  so,    she  passed,  the  Ballot  Act  occupied  the 

must  submit  to  arbitration  and  pay,  most  time,  the  amount  of  discussion 

if  it  be  so   decreed.      Now,  unhap-  being   in  proportion  to   the    dislike 

pily,  we  don't  derive  the  least  con-  and  apprehension    which  it  excited 

solation     from    this     consideration,  in  all  quarters.      We   remarked   at 

Our  belief  is  that  America  will  sub-  length  upon  the    singular   birth  of 

mit  to  arbitration  or  not,   and  pay  this  statute  two  months  ago,  and  do 

or  not,  just  as  she  may  feel  inclined,  not  mean  now  to  resume  the  subject, 

We  have  chosen  to  go  before  arbi-  which  is  more  curious  than  anything 

trators  and  to  pay,  when  it  was  to  in  the  experience  of  Dr.  Slop  and  his 

us   that  blame  was  imputed.      Re-  green  bag.       We  do,   however,    in 

verse  the  case,  and  show  us   what  answer  to  many  Conservatives  who 

security  there  is  that  the  dispute  so  have  lost  heart  at  seeing  the  House 

supposed     will    be    similarly    dealt  of  Lords  consent  to  a  Bill  of  which 

with  I    No  :   our  only  satisfaction  in  they  do  not  approve,  say  again  that 

the  matter  proceeds  from  a  different  we  think  the  Lords   acted  wisely, 

source,  to  which  we  have  alluded  bo-  Tt  would  have   been  clearly  worse 

fore — namely,  that  the  Americans  as  than  useless  to  reject  the  measure ; 

a  people  are  less  disposed  now  than  and  besides  the  irritation  to  which 

formerly  to  misjudge  our  acts,  and  such  rejection  would  probably  have 

to  think  ill  of  us.     Hence   quarrels  given  rise,  another  evil  consequence 

may  not  from  slight  causes  occur,  was  to   be   apprehended.     There  is 

If  we  can  remain  at  peace,  or,  bet-  but   too  much   reason  to   fear  that 

ter,  if  we  can  establish  a  real  amity,  many  members  of  the  other  House 

with    America,    that   will   undoubt-  supported  the  Ballot  against  their 

edly  be  a  subject  of  congratulation  ;  inclination,    but  relying    upon    the 

but  it  is  a  thing  altogether  beside  obstinacy    of  the  Lords  to  assume 

the  squabble  about  the  Alabama,  and  the    responsibility    and    the   odium 

the  reputation  which  we  shall  bear  which  they  themselves  would  have 
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incurred  if  they  had  done  their  duty,  ness  cannot  repress  the  vice,  wo  can 
Now,  it  was  as  well  to  disappoint  hardly  hope  to  repress  it  by  making 
such  an  expectation  as  that,  and  to  its  indulgence  a  little  more  difficult. 
let  weak  members  of  the  House  of  Sometimes  diflBculty  gives  a  zest  to 
Commons  understand  that  they  must  wrong-doing.  The  real  power  and 
do  their  duty  themselves  if  they  stronghold  of  drunkenness  and  tip- 
wish  it  done.  Whatever  the  peers  pling  we  believe  to  reside  not  so 
may  have  suspected,  they  were  right  much  in  our  people's  general  love  of 
in  assuming  that  the  Bill,  which  had  ardent  liquors,  as  in  the  opinion 
a  second  time  been  sent  up  to  them,  that  the  presence  and  consumption 
was  freely  passed  by  a  majority  of  of  these  liquors  is  necessary  in  order 
the  Commons.  They  had,  by  their  that  there  may  be  good-fellowships 
postponement  of  it  in  1871,  gained  or  the  practice  of  hospitality,  or  the 
for  the  country  a  year  of  reflection,  healing  of  animosities,  or  due  de- 
The  country  neither  condemned  the  monstration  of  joy.  In  this  opinion 
Bill  nor  expressed  such  doubt  of  the  the  lower  classes  are  taught  aad 
general  feeling  towards  it,  as  would  confirmed  by  the  upper,  who,  al- 
have  made  an  election  desirable,  though  they  no  longer  as  of  old  set 
and  therefore  the  Lords  having  ful-  the  example  of  feasting  to  excess, 
filled  their  duties  in  respect  of  it,  yet  do  certainly  use  to  many  occa- 
would  have  been  wrong  to  cause  a  sions  of  making  expensive  feasts, 
further  delay,  which  might  have  and  of  furnishing  them  with  an  ex- 
been  resented  as  mere  obstruction,  cessive  quantity  and  variety  of  in- 
It  is  taking  but  a  mean  view  of  the  toxicating  liquors.  Suppose  that, 
position  and  duties  of  the  House  of  instead  of  imposing,  or  let  us  sajin 
Lords  to  suppose  that  they  are  addition  to  imposing,  hardships  np- 
doggedly  to  oppose  every  change  on  travellers  and  quiet  citixens  for 
that  their  wisdom  and  experience  the  sake  of  the  intemperate  and  im- 
may  condemn,  if,  after  due  time  provident,  wo  were  to  be  a  little 
given  for  consideration,  the  body  of  less  fond  of  public  feasts  ;  and  sup- 
the  country  cannot  be  brought  to  pose  that  in  both  public  and  priTate 
endorse  their  views.  Such  opposi-  feasts  we  were  to  be  a  litUe  less 
tion  would  but  bring  the  Upper  profuse  in  our  consumption  of  wines 
House  into  contempt,  without  serv-  and  spirits :  we  should  be  far  more 
ing  the  purpose  which  the  dis-  likely  to  repress  the  fashion  of 
heartened  Conservatives  wish  well  drinking  upon  all  occasions  than  hv 
to.  fulminating  any  number  of  prt^M- 
The  Licensing  Bill,  the  fate  of  tory  edicts,  and  possibly  our  philan- 
which  was  doubtful  for  a  long  time,  thropic  endeavours,  instead  of  being 
has  at  last  become  law.  It  fur-  inconvenient  to  ourselves,  might 
nishcs  an  example  of  how  much  re-  prove  agreeable  and  salutary, 
striction  and  inconvenience  temper-  Mr.  Lowe's  surplus  must  have 
ate  and  harmless  people  are  willing  been  hailed  as  a  great  deliverance, 
to  submit  to  in  order  that  they  may  Had  that  not  enabled  him  to  make 
limit  the  opportunities  of  the  weak  a  remission  of  income-tax,  the  on- 
and  vicious  to  be  guilty  of  excess,  stable  Ministry  must  have  givsn 
We  shall  be  glad  to  find  that  this  way,  for  the  temper  of  the  House  of 
measure  achieves  its  object,  but  can-  Commons  was  such  that  a  continii- 
not  say  that  we  have  much  hope  of  ed  pressure  upon  our  means  would 
its  doing  so.  If  the  law's  direct  have  been  resented.  The  reduction 
dealing  with  a  drunkard — i.  «.,  if  of  the  tax  was  but  sulkily  receiTed. 
the  infliction  of  a  fine  for  drunken-  But,  if  Mr.  Lowe  did  not  obtain  the 
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meed  of  thanks  or  approbation,  Mr.  tongue.     Possibly  he  has  reflected 
Cardwell  profited  by  the  lightening  by    this    time,    that    although    Mr. 
of  the  impost ;  for  we  may  assume,  Gladstone  submits  tamely  enough  to 
after  the  trouble  which  it  cost  him  a  vigorous  schoolmaster  who  keeps 
to  get  his  Localisation  Act  through,  him   tightly  in  check,  yet  that  he 
that     he     would     altogether    have  becomes  wilful  as  soon  as  he  is  out 
failed  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  of   reach  of    the  rod.     We   should 
chequer's    demand  had    been  more  have  been  glad  if  the  House  of  Com- 
galling.     As  it  turned  out,  Mr.  Card-  mons,  while  favouring  Mr.  Cardwell's 
well  is  the  only  Minister  who  has  measure,  had  been  a  little  more  Se- 
this   year    achieved    anything    like  vere  upon  the  abandonment  of  the 
success ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  old    "  eflSciency  with  economy*'  dc- 
that  this  solitary   success  attended  lusion.     At  any  rate  we  are  glad  to 
measures   which  were  decidedly  at  witness  in  Parliament  a  genuine  de- 
variance  with    the    principles  upon  sire  to  make  the  army  efficient ;  and 
which  Mr.  Gladstone  s  Ministry  took  we  think  that  Mr.  CardwelFs  scheme 
office.     A  decreased  military  expen-  is  in  many  respects    calculated  to 
diture,  and  an  indifference  to  any-  benefit  the  army  and  the  country 
thing  so  wicked  as  war,  even  as  a  too,  although  we  should  have  been 
war  of   defence,  the  "  silver  streak"  better    satisfied  if    some  assurance 
policy  in  fact,  were  what  were  in  had  been  given  us  that  there  were 
favour    four    years   ago  when    Mr.  means  of   obviating    the  objections 
Bright' s  help   was  essential.      But,  which  must  present  themselves  to 
when  the  country  insisted  upon  be-  even  a    superficial   thinker    on  the 
ing  secured  against  aggression,  the  subject      That  the  soldier  will  be 
cries   of    1868  were  forgotten,    and  more    readily  procured    under   the 
the  old    "  Happy  England "    extra-  new  system  than  of   old ;    that  he 
vagances    unblushingly    abandoned,  will  be  better  exercised  and  quar- 
So  far  is  defence  from  being  neglect-  tered ;  that  his  social  condition  will 
ed,    that    the    organisation    of    the  be  vastly  improved, — we  do  not  at 
forces  has  been  decidedly  the  meas-  all  doubt.     But  we   should  like  to 
ure  of   the    session ;    so    little  has  know  how  it  is  proposed  to  keep  the 
economy  been  regarded,   that,   not-  soldier  the  mere  servant  of  the  State, 
withstanding  the  written  decree  of  unaffected  by  local  poUtics  and  local 
Mr.  Bright  himself,  the  provision  for  passions,   when    his    home    service 
the  expenditure  of  the  year  has  been  with  the  colours,  and  his  life  while 
raised    to   above    seventy  millions,  he  belongs  to  the  reserve,  will  be 
and  we  have  had  our  debt  increased  passed  all  in  one  place,  that  being 
besides.     Mr.   Bright  said   that  he  probably    the    place  of    his    birth, 
could  not  countenance  any  Govern-  Every  regiment  will  henceforth  be 
ment  that  could  act  in  this  way;  thoroughly  saturated  with  the  opin- 
and  yet  we  think  we  remember  his  ions  and  feelings  of  its  district  in 
stating  this  summer,  and  after  the  regard  to  public  questions,  and  will 
estimates    were    before  Parliament,  certainly  deserve  high  credit  for  its 
that  he  approved  the  proceedings  of  discipline  if,  in  case  of  disturbances, 
the  Ministry.      It  would  have  been  it  should  be  found  devoted  to  duty, 
an  ungracious  thing,    certainly,  for  and  ready  before  all  things  to  pre- 
him   to    have    openly  censured  his  serve  the  peace.      The  native  regi- 
late  colleagues  when  he  found  that  ments  might  be  ordered  away,  and 
they  would  no  longer  listen  to  his  corps   from    another    county  intro- 
wamings,   but  he  might  have  pre-  duced,  if  excitement  should  arise  in 
served  his  consistency  and  held  his  a  district;    but  while  the  exchange 
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would  be  taking  place,  precious  fill  the  ranks  and  complete  the  re- 
time would  be  lost  and  much  mis-  serves,  losing  sight  of  the  essential 
chief  might  happen.  Besides,  an  properties— Discipline  and  General 
order  to  move,  after  moving  shall  Efficiency.  The  Localisation  Act 
be  out  of  fashion,  would  betray  was  not  half  discussed.  Wo  fre- 
Ihe  design  of  the  Government,  quently  drew  attention  to  the  inex- 
and  possibly  provoke  indignation  pedicncy  of  postponing  it  to  the 
and  opposition  (for  soldiers  are  very  end  of  the  session,  and  our 
hut  beings  of  flesh  and  blood),  apprehensions  have  been  realised,  in- 
■.vhich  would  be  very  awkward  at  asmuch  as  it  has  become  law  without 
such  a  time.  To  march  in  a  strange  the  necessary  guarantees  haying  been 
regiment  without  removing  the  na-  exacted,  that  it  can  be  carried  out 
tive  one  would  be  very  like  com-  without  prejudice  to  the  discipline 
mencing  a  civil  war.  It  is  not  fair,  and  utility  of  the  army.  It  is  very 
even  to  a  British  soldier,  who,  as  we  well  to  call  Mr.  CardwelFs  a  compre- 
know,  can  be  as  true  and  loyal  as  any  hensive  scheme,  but  then  a  scheme 
being  in  the  world,  to  subject  him  may  be  a  great  deal  too  comprehen- 
all  his  days  to  the  influences  of  one  sive  for  safety.  The  abolition  of  pur* 
district — to  let  him  become  familiar  chdse  is  a  change  sufficiently  trying 
with  the  agitators,  the  grievances,  to  the  service,  and  yet  along  with  it 
:hc  animosities,  and  the  prejudices  we  are  to  have  a  radical  alteration 
of  the  place — and  then  to  expect  him  of  the  system  of  moving  and  quar- 
to turn  out  cool  and  indifferent  at  a  tering  troops.  We  observe  that, 
time  when  passion  is  at  its  height,  though  no  thought  was  giyen  to 
and  forget  that  he  is  anything  but  the  discipline  of  the  army  in  the 
the  servant  of  the  State.  We  fear,  passage  of  the  Act,  the  comparative 
too,  that  when  the  regiments  shall  morality  of  the  soldier  has  been 
be  settled  down  each  in  its  own  keenly  discussed.  It  is  a  highly 
(corner,  which  it  will  never  leave  edifying  subject,  and  might  be  set 
except  to  proceed  on  foreign  ser-  for  a  prize  essay,  to  exercise  the 
vice,  the  fraternity  of  the  profession  strong-minded  fair  who  give  so  mudi 
liiust  suffer,  and  that  it  will  be  difii-  attention  to  subjects  of  the  kind. 
(mlt  to  keep  up  the  same  military  Opinions  for  or  against  the  soldiei'a 
feeling  as  when  regiments  were  con-  character  will  scarcely  be  affected 
stantly  meeting  and  relieving  each  by  the  investigation;  but  it  will 
other.  Moreover,  we  have  heard  no  be  well  to  have  a  philosophical 
means  stated  by  which  it  is  proposed  verdict,  and  to  find  some  pabulum 
to  enforce  the  immediate  attachment  for  these  delicate  inquirers  now  that 
of  the  reserves  to  the  colours  when-  contagion  is  pretty  well  exhausted. 
over  tbey  may  be  required.  These,  For  our  own  part,  we  don^t  mean  to 
surely,  are  points  too  important  to  take  a  side  in  the  controversy,  not 
be  left  to  the  shaping  of  time ;  and  deeming  the  solution  of  the  questkm 
Parliament  ought  to  have  insisted  to  be  practically  important  On 
(11  being  satisfied  in  regard  to  them  grounds  quite  independent  of  moral- 
bcfore  it  sanctioned  the  expenditure  ity  it  has  been  decided  that  wo  must 
for  establishing  the  local  centres,  have  soldiers.  It  follows  that  thej 
We  quite  expect  to  see  the  service  must  be  quartered  somewhere,  aiiia 
beco^ie  popular ;  but  simply  to  make  whether  that  somewhere  mean  the 
it  popular  is  not  the  whole  of  the  new  centres,  or  the  old  barracks  in 
problem  before  the  authorities ;  and  the  towns,  cannot  signify  much  to 
we  should  like  to  be  assured  that  morals. 
Ihey  f^re  not,  in  their  eagerness  to  The  Public    Health    Bill,   insuffi- 
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cient  as  it  is,  was  worth  enacting,  if  The  omission  to  discuss  our  late 
only  as  a  recognition  that  the  public  naval  disasters  was  injurious.  The 
health  must  henceforth  be  a  care  of  Megasra  scandal  (which  the  '  Times  * 
Parliament.  Some  good  results  from  in  its  account  of  the  session  confuses 
it  will,  without  doubt,  be  speedily  with  the  stranding  of  the  Agincourt, 
realised,  and  in  time  we  shall  get  a  saying  that  Mr.  Goschen  *' afterwards 
well-digested  sanitary  code.  This  visited  with  severe  censure  the  offi- 
and  the  Mines  Acts  (which  latter  cers  whose  neglect  had  caused  the 
were  certainly  much  called  for)  bring  disaster")  received  scarcely  any  no- 
us to  the  end  of  profitable  work  of  tice  ;  and  "  the  oflScers  whose  neglect 
the  session.  Yet  some  of  the  nega-  had  caused  the  disaster"  are  still, 
tions  deserve  mention  as  having  to  our  shame,  unvisited  by  any  cen- 
shown  a  right  feeling  in  Parliament  sure  except  that  of  opinion,  which 
Extreme  radicalism,  as  we  learn  from  they  don't  care  for.  The  evil  of  post- 
Mr.  Baxter,  is  as  yet  somewhat  in  poning  an  expression  of  censure  is 
advance  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  convic-  evident  from  the  obfuscation  which 
tions ;  that  is,  the  instinct  of  self-  has  come  over  the  *  Times.'  No 
preservation  counsels  Ministers  to  doubt,  Ministers  desire  that  the  re- 
discountenance  it  for  the  present,  collection  of  the  public  should  be 
Accordingly  an  attack  on  real  pro-  equally  indistinct.  So  we  will  just 
perty  was  summarily  disposed  of;  observe,  by  way  of  reminder,  that 
an  assiduous  attempt  to  undermine  what  happened  to  the  Megsera  was 
the  Established  Church  was  exposed  that  she,  after  being  known  to  be 
and  baffled  ;  a  Dissenters'  plot  to  unseaworthy,  and  after  having  been, 
stiHe  education  altogether,  because  as  such,  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
the  clergy  of  the  Establishment  are  list  of  transports,  was  ordered  from 
by  far  its  most  energetic  promot-  England  to  Australia — i.  €.,  to  make 
ers,  found  no  encouragement  in  the  her  way  first  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
House,  and  even  roused  the  protest  Hope  and  thence  across  the  great 
of  some  more  conscientious  Dissent-  Indian  Ocean  ^0  New  South  Wales 
ers  out  of  doors  ;  and  the  intrusive  — some  of  her  iron  plates  being  worn 
Burials  Bill,  after  living  through  a  to  the  thinness  of  an  eggshell.  She 
second  reading,  suddenly  was  not,  got  safely  to  the  Cape,  but,  in  at- 
for  honourable  members  repented  tempting  to  cross  the  Indian  Ocean, 
of  their  rashness  and  arranged  its  sprang  a  leak,  which  obliged  her  to 
accidental  death. »  make  for  the  island  of  St.  Paul, 
The  Lord  Chancellor  broke  down  where  it  was  necessary  to  run  her  on 
in  an  attempt  at  Law  Reform,  and,  shore,  and  where,  after  by  great 
after  being  mercilessly  criticised  by  good  management  her  officers  and 
Lord  Cairns,  assisted  in  the  immo-  crew  and  great  part  of  her  stores 
lation  of  his  own  unlucky  bant-  had  been  landed,  she  went  to  pieces, 
ling.  An  Emancipation  Bill  to  open  The  officers  who  went  in  her  were 
the  offices  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  sinned  against,  not  sinning,  and  de- 
Ireland  and  Lord  Chancellor  of  served  nothing  but  praise  for  their 
England  to  Roman  Catholics  was  energy  and  foresight,  and  for  pre- 
also  overlaid  by  its  author.  Our  old  venting  greater  disasters  than  actu- 
acquaintance  the  Deceased  Wife's  ally  happened.  Those  who  really 
Sister  had  rather  worse  luck  than  deserved  blame  have  yet  to  come  up 
usual.  And  Women's  Disabilities,  for  judgment,  and  we  most  heartily 
championed  by  Mr.  Jacob  Bright,  wish  that  they  may  not  be  allowed 
were  most  unchivalrously  refused  to  escape, 
redress  by  the  House  of  Commons.  In  the  very  last  days  of  the  seft^ 
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sion,  and  since  the  publication  of  details  of  the  judgment,  the  Irish 
our  last  number,  some  of  the  Irish  members  have  driven  us  to  examine 
members  had  the  audacity  to  resume  those  details ;  and  what  a  picture  do 
the  debate  on  the  Koogh  judgment,  we  there  find  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
and  to  make  another  desperate  at-  lie  prelates  and  clergy  I  Can  we  re- 
tempt  to  carry  the  war  into  the  spect  them  any  more,  after  reading 
enemy's  camp  by  inviting  Parlia-  those  details  ?  Perhaps,  before  that 
ment  to  censure  the  learned  judge,  question  is  answered,  we  had  better 
Of  course  the  attempt  was  unsuc-  look  a  little  into  the  case  to  which 
ccssful;  but,  as  an  example  of  the  public  notice  was  so  pertinaciously 
blindness  of  Irish  tacticians,  it  has  drawn  by  the  Irish  members, 
been  imprinted  on  the  minds  of  Par-  The  broadest  fact  presented  to  us 
liamcnt  and  of  the  country.  What-  by  the  evidence  is,  that  the  Roman 
ever  absence  of  good  taste  the  word-  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  and 
ing  of  the  judgment  may  exhibit, —  a  portion  of  his  clergy  who  had 
and  we  admit  that  it  is  characterised  jurisdiction  within  the  county  Gal* 
by  a  want  of  good  taste, — the  temp-  way,  assumed  from  the  first,  as  if  it 
tation  to  expose  the  judge's  infirmity  were  a  matter  of  course,  that  it  rested 
of  style  should  never  have  betrayed  with  them  to  send  a  member  to  the 
the  Irish  orators  into  such  a  damag-  Imperial  Parliament  when,  latelj, 
ing  course  as  that  of  forcing  public  a  seat  for  that  county  was  vacant. 
attention  to  the  details  of  the  judg-  There  is  not  the  least  reason  for  he- 
ment.  Grant  that  the  judge's  ram-  lieving  that  this  was  any  new  or 
bling,  fiowery,  ambitious  composi-  exceptional  assumption ;  on  the  con- 
tion  may  thus  be  held  up  to  literary  trary,  everything  indicated  that  the 
reproach  or  ridicule,  is  that  a  suffi-  claim  virtually  to  elect,  and  the 
cient  inducement  for  calling  atten-  practice  of  virtually  electing  in  ac- 
tion on  this  siflc  of  St.  George's  cordance  with  that  claim,  had  been 
Channel  to  the  infamous  practices  of  long  established  and  were  well 
priestcraft  which  the  judge's  para-  known.  Captain  Nolan's  proceed- 
graphs  have  brought  to  light?  ing  when  he  first  became  a  candi- 
Surely,  if  common  sense  had  been  date  for  the  vacant  seat  was  to 
consulted,  its  dictates  would  have  address — whom  ?  the  electors  ?  No ; 
recommended  leaving  the  English  we  shall  see  directly  what  part  the 
and  Scotch  peoples  informed  of  electors  had  to  play  in  sending  to 
only  the  outlines  of  this  damaging  Parliament  a  knight  of  the  shire  I 
business  as  they  have  been  sketched  Captain  Nolan  did  not  waste  any 
by  a  thousand  pens  in  the  news-  word  on  the  electors ;  he  applied  to 
papers ;  then,  perhaps,  we,  on  this  the  person  who  had,  or  flattered 
island,  might  have  remained  under  himself  that  he  had,  tno  seat  in  his 
the  delusion  that  the  bishops  and  gift;  he  applied  to  the  Archbishop 
clergy  who  had  violated  the  law  in  of  Tuam.  For  reasons,  some  real 
the  county  Gal  way  were  persons  of  and  some  pretended,  and  of  which 
such  character  and  respectability  as  we  shall  have  more  to  say  anon,  the 
we  habitually  ascribe  to  bishops  and  Archbishop  accepted  Captain  Ndbn, 
clergymen ;  then  we  might  have  and  immediately  set  in  motion  the 
still  retained  some  reverence  and  re-  machinery  necessary  for  securing  his 
spect  for  the  churchmen  whose  zeal  formal  election.  This  machinety 
had  led  them  to  commit  themselves,  was  a  purely  clerical  organisation, 
notwithstanding  that  wo  should  Although  it  had  been  known  duoring 
have  condemned  their  transgression  nearly  the  whole  of  the  year  1871 
« of  the  law.    But  by  carping  at  the  that  an  election  was  impending^  and 
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although  the  clergy  were  in  motion  anticipate  a  little  and  say  what  the 

early  in  August  of  that  year,   and  part  of  the  electors  who  supported 

the    Archbishop   had   been  pledged  Captain  Nolan  was  in  this  election ; 

some  time  before  that,  it  is  Uie  fact  they  "  were  the  mindless,  brainless, 

that  up  to  the  middle  of  December  coward  instruments  in  the  hands  of 

no  lay   elector  had  "been  asked  for  ecclesiastical     despotism."      (Judg- 

his  vote  or  consulted  on  the  subject  ment,  p.  50.) 

of  the  election.     The  words  of  the  •  Now,  we   say   nothing,  so  far,  of 

judgment  are,  "  Up  to  this  time  [13th  the  means  by  which  the  Archbishop 

December]    not    a    single   lay   free-  and  clergy  made  good  their  promise 

holder,  frieze  coated  or  broadclothed,  of  the  seat  to  Captain  Nolan.     AVe 

was  consulted.     .     .     .     Thelayele-  say  nothing  as  to  whether  the  con- 

mcnt,  I  sa3%  is  as  completely  out  of  duct  of  the  clerical   body,  or  of  in- 

this  case  on  the  16th  November  as  dividuals,  was  legal,  honourable,  or 

if  it  did  not  exist."     The  Archbishop  becoming :  we  merely  note  the  fact 

by  bargain  assigned  the  seat  to  Cap-  that  an  archbishop,  and  a  portion  of 

tain    Nolan  in   the  summer:    meet-  his   bishops  and   clergy,    took    into 

ings    of    the    clergy   were   then    at  their    own    hands   a   Parliamentary 

ditfcrent   times    held  in   order   that  election ;  and  that,  from  the  business- 

every     bishop     and     priest,    whose  like  way  in  which  they  managed  it, 

interest  and   co-operation   were    re-  and  from  the  incidents  of  the  elec- 

qiiired,  might  be  unmistakably  com-  tion   as   described   in    the   evidence 

mitted  to  do  the  will  of   the  Arch-  given  before  the  judge,  no  one  can 

bishop ;    and,    when   all    the   clergy  doubt    that    they    have    habitually 

was   instructed,    the   seat  was    con-  controlled     and    managed    elections 

sidered    to    be    as    much     Captain  previous  to  this.     And  we  ask  whe- 

Nolan's   as  anything   of   the  future  ther   this  is  a  function  which   per- 

could  be.     That  was  Captain  Nolan's  tains  to  ministers  of  the  Church  of 

belief;*  that  was   the  belief  of  the  God;    what  would   be   thought  and 

Archbishop,    bishops,    and    clergy  ;  said  of  Protestant  prelates  and  cler- 

and  that  was  the  truth  so  far  as  the  gymen   who    should    devote    them- 

lirst    return    was    concerned.     The  selves  to  such  work;   and   whether 

Archbishop  conferred  the  seat ;  his  the  body  of  the  English  and  Scotch 

clergy  were  required  to  make  good  electors     knew    before    this     (indi- 

his   appointment:    and    as    for   the  viduals,  of  course,   knew   it)  whose 

laity — the    electors — well,    we    will  delegates  and  mouthpieces  tliey  have 


*  "  Mr.  Sebastian  Nolan,  .  .  .  who  declared  early  in  November  (on  the  4th,  or 
perhaps  the  5th,  but  ccrUiinly  carlv  in  November),  to  Mr.  Peter  Blake,  of  Crunilin,  a 
ina«;istralc  of  this  county,  and  a  Protestant  gentleman,  that  *hi8  brother's  election 
wan  now  perfectly  mfe^  as  Dr.  I>uggan  had  been  appointed  Bishop  of  Clmifrriy  a  diUrict 
ofwhivJi  they  were  not  very  sure  btfore:^  that  his  brother  now  had  all  the  game  in  his 
own  hands.  Let  the  ciustlcs  do  what  they  like !  wc  have  got  the  bishops  !  He  used 
those  very  words  :  *  That  his  brother  now  had  all  the  bishops  ;  that  Dr.  M*Hule  would 
I)roposc  him ;  tliat  he  had  two  of  the  best  agents  in  every  parish,  the  parish  priest 
and  his  curate;  that  the  bishops  and  priests'  (mind  this  is  the  language  that  Mr. 
Blake  has  laid  to  the  door  of  Mr.  Sebastian  Nolan)  *  would  speak  a  few  Sundays  before 
the  election  to  tlicir  flocks,  and  that  the  people  would  all  vote  whatever  way  the 
bishops  and  priests  told  them.  That  they  would  have  mobs  here  and  mobs  there,  and 
that  it  tnoidd  be  Itard  to  work  against  that;  and,  finally,  that  by  those  means  his 
brother  was  certain  of  one  thousand  majority.  If  I  wanted  anything  on  the  face  of 
the  living^  earth  to  satisfy  me  upon  the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  its  birth,  its  youth, 
its  manliood,  its  maturity,  its  decrepitude,  it  is  furnished  to  me  by  that  conversation 
of  Mr.  Sebastian  Nolan,  on  the  unquestioned  and  unquestionable  evidence  of  Mr.  Peter 
Blake."— Mr.  Justice  Keogh's  judgment  (Parliamentary'  Paper),  p.  11. 
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been  who  have  sat  in  the  Imperial  cious  pressure;  it  is  impossible  to 

Parliament  under    colour  of   being  enumerate  them  here,  but  some  few 

the  representatives   of   many   Irish  of  them  may  be  given  as  examples, 

counties  and  towns  ?  The   Bishop  of  Clonfert,   on   the 

But  the  fact  of  clergymen  having  first  Sunday  after  his  consecration, 

conspired  to  usurp  the  rights  of  elec-  preached  a  sermon  in  Ballinasloe  on 

tors,  and  occupied  themselves  with  this  election  ;  and  it  is  sworn  tliat 

the  miserable  practices  of  electioneer-  in  the  sermon  "  the   Bishop   stated 

ing,  though  a  sufficiently  disgraceful  that   *  anathema  *  would    be  hurled 

fact,  is  made  to  take  but  a  second-  against  all  who  would  not  do  as  he 

ary  place  when  we  come  to  view  the  and   the  clergy  said."     And  it  ap- 

means  to    which    these    clergymen  pears   that  a  voter  who  had  dared 

resorted  for  the  accomplishment  of  to  support  Captain  Trench  was  im- 

their  object.     That  object  could  bo  mediately  removed  from   the  cho?r, 

accomplished  only  through  the  votes  and  his   little  children  were  turned 

of  a  majority  of  the  electors,  and  to  out  of   the  convent  at  Ballinasloe. 

compel   those  votes   the  priesthood  To  one   congregation  the  priest    is 

did  not  scruple  to  use  intimidation  of  charged    by   three    witnesses    with 

a  most  revolting  and  infamous^kind.  having    said,     "  If    the    agents    of 

It  is  a  doctrine  of  their  Church  that  Trench  come  among  you,  hunt  them 

they  possess  the  means  of  excliid-  from  you  like  devils.    Ik'ttcr  f or  tliosc 

ing  the  souls  of  men  from  happiness  who  have  horses  that  the  horses  should 

hereafter;    and,    by   threatening   to  have  their  legs  cut  from  under  thein 

exercise  this  power,  and  in  some  cases  than  that  they  should  hire  them  to 

by  using  the  visible   means  which  Trench."     Ho  would  "brand   them 

according    to    their     teaching     give  as    traitors    for    ten   generations   if 

eflect  to   the   power — /.«.,   by  with-  they  did  anything  for  Trench."     He 

holding   the   sacraments  and   oflices  said  that  **  one  who  was  hiring  cars 

of  their   Church — they  are  enabled  for  Captain  Trench  has  the  imper- 

to  coerce  the  people,  or  if  any  should  tinence  to  talk  of  the  Gospel ;"  on 

be  bold  enough  to  resist  the  spiritual  which   the  judge  remarks,    "  What 

dictation,  then  to  pursue  them  with  was   the   impertinence  ?    That    this 

temporal  penalties  to  be  inflicted  by  poor    fellow     knew    a    great     deal 

their  fellow-men.     This  power  they  better  than  any   of  his   priesthood 

freely  usc<l  to  carry  the  county  (ial-  that    the    altiir    of    (.lod    was    not 

way  election.     They  let  it  be  known  the   place  for  unseemly  exhibitions 

that  any  man  voting,  except  accord-  of  this  kind,  but  that  its  true  work 

ing  to  the  will  of  the  priests,  would  was   the    explanation   of    the    Gos- 

imperil  his  salvation ;  and  they  also  i)el."     Another    priest    is    charged 

denounced  from  the  altar,  as  objects  with  having  siiid  that  "  any  one  who 

of   temporal  vengeance,    those    who  would   vote  for    Trench   would    go 

should  dare  to  support  any  but  the  down  to  their  graves  with  the  brand 

priest-chosen  candidate — in   some  in-  of  Cain  on  them  and  their  children 

stances  denouncing  men   by   name,  after  them ;"  and  with  having  cursed 

Moreover,   it  came    out  in  one  in-  in  Irish  a  lady  by  name.     A  priest 

st^mce   that  a    priest  regarded   the  at   the   altar  said,   *'Any   one   who 

confessional  as  a  convenient  means  voted  for  Captain  Trench  it  would 

of    discovering    how   electors   used  be   remembered   to   him — I  say  re- 

their  votes,  in  order  that  punishment  membered  to  him  !"  and  he  stamped 

might  follow  every  vote   unauthor-  his   foot;   and  another   priest  said, 

ised   by   the  clergy.     The   evidence  that    "any    voter    would    have    to 

teems  with  instances  of  this  atro-  account  in   the   other   world."    At 
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Ballygar  the  clergyman  is  proved  to  another  pillar,  "  Captain  Nolan  was 
have  said  of  any  who  should  vote  the  choice  and  wish  of  the  bishops 
for  Trench,  *'  that  he  would  point  and  priests  ;  no  good  Catholic  would 
his  finger  at  him  to  be  a  black  sheep  vote  for  Captain  Trench,  and  those 
amongst  the  flock ;  and  he  told  who  did  so  were  wolves  in  sheep\s 
them  all  to  come  round  and  put  clothing,  and  should  not  be  recog- 
down  their  names  in  the  vestry.'*  nised  by  their  fellow-Catholics." 
Two  of  Lord  Gough's  tenants  stated  Then  there  is  the  oft-cited  saying  of 
that  their  priest  would  not  give  the  priest,  that  Sir  Thomas  Burke 
them  absolution  or  the  rites  of  the  had  "  sounded  his  death-knell."  It 
Church  unless  they  voted  for  Cap-  is  unnecessary  as  it  is  revolting  to 
tain  Nolan.  Captain  Nolan  (said  quote  more  of  these  dreadful  pro- 
one  of  the  clerical  agents)  was  the  fanations;  but  we  must  call  atten- 
choice  of  the  bishop  and  priests,  tion  to  the  fact  that  the  whole  body 
and  any  one  who  did  not  vote  for  of  churchmen  appear  to  have  quite 
him  would  be  a  renegade.  An  "  in-  given  themselves  up  to  the  business 
sane  disgrace  to  the  Roman  Cath-  of  this  election,  and  that  the  very 
olic  religion,"  as  the  judge  called  standing  ordinances  for  the  perform- 
him,  "  said  they  would  use  the  con-  ance  of  divine  service  were  violated 
f essional "  (which  it  is  the  first  cardi-  or  made  to  give  way  in  order  that 
nal  doctrine  of  a  Roman  Catholic's  there  might  be  full  opportunity  for 
faith  to  believe  to  be  as  closed  intimidating  the  electors ;  also  that 
to  the  exterior  air  as  ever  was  the  the  clergy  in  the  town  of  Tuam 
inner  temple  of  the  Delphic  oracle,  marched  with  their  followers  to  the 
or  the  Holy  of  Holies  in  the  Temple  poll  under  banners  emblazoned  with 
of  Jerusalem)  "  under  the  ballot,  if  mitres,  and  stamped  with  the  mot- 
they  required  it !"  and  the  same  toes,  "  Galway  and  God,"  "  Nolan 
**  insane  disgrace"  said  from  the  and  God."  Of  course  we  cannot 
altar  in  his  vestments  before  the  trace  the  consequences,  as  regarded 
last  Gospel,  "  That  all  his  parish-  the  voting,  of  all  this  intimidation, 
ioncrs,  freeholders,  were  bound  to  because  it  operated  chiefly  on  reli- 
vote  for  Captain  Nolan,  as  it  was  a  gious  terrors ;  but  even  the  tcm- 
matter  of  religion ;  and  that  even  if  poral  dangers  which  it  aroused  wore 
they  had  previously  promised  their  not  trifling,  as  an  instance  or  two 
landlords,  they  were  bound  to  break  may  serve  to  show.  Lord  Delvin, 
their  promise  and  vote  with  him."  the  son  of  Lord  AVestmeath,  had 
On  which  the  judge  remarks  that  to  absent  himself  from  chapel, 
the  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  in  refer-  and  was  afraid  to  allow  his  little 
ence  to  this  same  election,  had  said  children  outside  his  demesne.  Mr. 
that  it  was  the  first  principle  of  ethi-  Sebastian  Nolan  said,  "  There  will 
cal  morals  to  keep  a  promise,  and  be  mobs  here  and  mobs  there ;  they 
asks  if  there  is  to  be  one  moral  law  will  come  from  the  neighbouring 
for  an  archbishop  and  another  moral  counties,  and  the  gentry  will  be 
law  for  the  county  of  Galway.  A  afraid  to  go  outside  their  demesne." 
priest  figures  as  saying**  that  any  A  voter  said  that  he  would  be 
other  person,  except  Lord  Clan-  started  like  a  hare  from  the  chapel 
carty's  own  tenants,  who  voted  for  door.  Sir  Arthur  Guinness  and  his 
Captain  Trench,  he  would  not  say  tenants,  in  fighting  their  way  to  the 
mass  for  in  his  house  during  his  poll,  **  had  literally  to*  renew  the 
life."  **Our  renegade  Catholics  dangers  of  the  Khyber  Pass."  Sir 
will  be  excoriated,"  says  another  Arthur  was  himself  severely  cut  in 
pillar    of    the    Church ;    and,    says  the  head,    and   several  of  his  men 
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were    badly    wounded.     Their    cry  been,  whether  so  intended  or  not, 

was,    "Master,    we    will    be    mur-  the  overthrow  of  all  free  will  and 

dercd."      Mr.     Seward,     a    county  civil  liberty  in  this  portion  of  Iro- 

gentleman,  had  been  so  foully  used,  land." 

that  he  resolved  to  sell  his  property  In  another  place  the  judge,  speak- 

and  quit  the  country.     Two  magis-  ing  of  the  case  in  general,  calls  it 

trates  arc  literally  placed  in  peril  of  ^^  the  most    astounding  attempt  at 

their  lives  at    Kinvarra,    the  mob  ecclesiastical     tyranny    which     tho 

shouting,    "  Come     out    here,    you  whole  history  of  priestly  intolerance 

dogs  ;  we  will  have  your  life  !"   The  presents." 

magistrates  were  both  Koman  Cath-  AVe  see,  then,  to  what  purposes 
olics,  and  tho  mob  were  primed  with  the  Catholic  Church  in  Ireland  de- 
drink,  by  order  of  the  parish  priest,  votes  itself,  and  we  see  the  means 
A  Catholic  gentleman  says,  "  I  was  by  which  it  strives  to  attain  them. 
started  like  a  hare,  and  I  got,  with  But  shocking  as  are  these  ends  and 
the  peril  of  my  life,  through  the  means,  we  have  looked  at  the  con- 
streets  of  Tuam."  A  reverend  gen-  spirators  and  agents  as  an  organised 
tlcman  swore  that  he  thought  the  body  onl}',  collectively  responsible 
summons-server  one  man  in  a  thou-  for  the  enormities  that  Jiave  been 
sand  to  dare  to  come  to  serve  a  priest  brought  to  light  The  judgment, 
with  a  process  of  court.  A  Catholic  however,  shows  us  more  than  this. 
gentleman,  a  witness,  declares  that  It  reveals  not  only  tho  practices  of 
''  he  never  saw  such  excitement ;  the  Church,  but  it  gives  an  insight 
the  farmers  were  terribly  affected,  as  into  tho  characters  of  some  of  the 
v.ell  they  might  be,  by  the  resolu-  individuals  of  whom  the  priesthood 
tions  at  tho  meetings."  One  of  this  of  that  Church  is  composed,  calcu- 
gentleman's  tenants  wrote  to  him —  lated,  we  think,  to  make  a  deep 
*' Mercy  I  know  I  will  have  from  impression  upon  North  and  South 
you,  but  there  is  no  mercy  else-  Britons.  The  maxim  that  where 
where."  And  another  tenant  said  tho  fruit  is  corrupt,  tho  tree  must 
that  he  would  do  much  for  his  old  be  corrupt,  seems  to  bo  powerfully 
friend  and  landlord,  but  he  could  exemplified  in  the  Galway  election. 
not  go  against  the  mob  and  the  Tho  work  of  the  Church  is  done  by 
priest  A  man  and  his  wife  were  persons  in  every  way  qualified  to 
refused  confession  because  the  man  do  it  Let  us  see  if  such  be  not 
would  not  promise  to  vote  for  Nolan,  the  case. 

And  so  the  infernal  persecution  One  of  the  first  acts  of  tho  Arch- 
went  on ;  so  that  the  judge,  after  bishop,  after  he  had  determined  to 
hearing  and  sifting  tho  evidence,  bestow  the  seat  upon  Captain  Nolan, 
was  led  to  say  : —  was  to  write  a  letter  to  the  *  Frce- 
"  All  this  establishes  to  my  mind  man's  Journal '  announcing  the 
the  foregone  conclusion  on  the  part  choice  which  he  had  made.  That 
of  the  Archbishop,  his  suffragan  letter  contains  the  following  pas- 
bishops,  and  the  great  portion,  if  sage :  "  Captain  Nolan  has  earned 
not  the  whole,  of  tho  parish  priests  fresh  claims  to  the  support  of  tho 
and  curates  who  have  been  named  tenant  class,  and,  as  it  seems,  to  the 
in  evidence,  to  strain  every  point,  to  enmity  of  the  landlords,  by  his  noble 
move  every  engine,  to  use  every  in-  conduct  in  atoning,  by  largo  pecuni- 
liuence,  to  dis])ense  with  every  one  ary  sacrifices,  for  some  acts  of  land- 
of  those  ordinances  of  tho  Church,  lord  severity  inflicted  in  his  neigh- 
to  accomplish  their  object.  That  bourhood,  which  might  be  traced, 
object   I   solemnly  believe  to  have  as  often  happens,  to  tho  cupidity  of 
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evil    counsellors    rather     than     his  the    inquiry,    qualifications    which 
own."     This  statement  coming  from  are  far  more  useful  than  a  know- 
such  a  quarter  wo  may  assume   to  ledge  of  the  Canons.     Then  there  is 
have    been    received  as  very  high  a   priest   named  Conway,  of  whom 
testimony    in    favour    of    Captain  the  judge  is  obliged  to  say  that  ho 
Nolan.     It    no    doubt    helped    to  is  splendide  mendax,  and  whom  he 
make  the  Archbishop's  commands  accuses  of  having  "  poured  a  flood 
palatable  to  the  electors  ;  and  had  of  abuse  too  filthy  to  be  repeated." 
there    been    no    petition    it    might  The    following    passage    refers    to 
have    remained    to     this     day    a  Father    Loftus,    whom    the    judge 
memorial  of    the    great    desert    of  called  *'a  wretch;" — "What  must 
him     on    whom    had    fallen     the  I   think   of  Mr.  Loftus  after  that  ? 
choice  of  the  free  and  independent  First,  for  his  having  dared  to  intro- 
clectors    of    the    county    Galway.  duco  the  subject  as   ho  did ;  and 
But  unfortunately  there  is  an  in-  afterwards,  as  a  minister  of  religion, 
quiry  before  Mr.  Justice  Keogh,  who  having    sworn    in     this     court    of 
feels  it  his  duty  to  announce  that  justice,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
not  one   single   sixpence  has  been  that  he  never  used  a  word   of    the 
proved  to  have  been  paid  or  sacrificed  kind.     Mr.  Hunt    ...     is  called 
by  the  gallant  Captain  ;    and  that  by  Mr.  Loftus  as  a  witness  to  vamp 
there  is  not  one  particle  of  founda-  up,  as  I  say,  the  debauched  evidence 
tion  for  the  passage  which  attributes  of  that  dreadful  priest.     There  is 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Nolan  to  the  nearly  every  word  proved  out    of 
cupidity  of    interested   counsellors,  his  own  mouth  and  the  mouths  of 
The  Parliamentary  style  of  charac-  his  own  witnesses  I"    But  Mr.  Loftus 
terising  this  conduct  would  be  to  is  not  without  worthy  confreres  who 
say  that  the  Archbishop  was  greatly  keep  him  in  countenance.     Take,  for 
mistaken ;  just  as  we  might,  in  Par-  instance,  the  reverend  Mr.  Staunton, 
liamentary  phrase,   say  of  another  of  whom  it  was  said,  that  "  he  ad- 
personage,  not  an  Archbishop,  that  mits  that  he  told  Pat  Kinneen  that 
he  was  mistaken  from  the  beginning  *  there  were  two  ways  of  telling  the 
or   that  he   is   a  mistake,  and  the  truth.*      When    he    came    on    this 
father  of  it     But  we  don't  care  for  table   to  answer  on  his  oath,    the 
Parliamentary  glosses  in  so  grave  a  spectacle  was  awful  and  disgusting, 
matter  as  this  ;  and  if  we  may  not  and  I  believe  there  were  people  in 
use  plain  English  on  the  occasion,  this  court  of  high  position  and  great 
will  leave  it  to  our  readers  to  apply  authority  who  screened  their  very 
the  right  term  to  this  mistake  of  the  faces  not  to  see  the  man  while  he 
Archbishop  of  Tuam.  was  making  such  an   exhibition  of 
The  judge  had  occasion  to  put  a  himself.     He  admits  that  he   sug- 
question   to   the  bishop  of  Clonfert  gested   to   Kinneen    to  '  polish  *  his 
regarding  the  Canons  of  the  Council  evidence    for    Mr.  Concannon  ;    by 
of    Trent ;    whereupon   the  Bishop  which  he   said  ho    meant  that   '  a 
informed    him    that    he  had    been  man  could  either  add  to  or  diminish 
employed  in  missionary  labours,  and  what  was  the  real  fact.' " 
knew  nothing    about    the    Canons.  Having  thus   taken  a  short  sur- 
"  He  left  the  impression  upon  my  vey  of  the  kind  of  work  on  which, 
mind,"   says    the    judge,    "  that    if  in   Ireland,  a  Roman  Catholic  arch- 
ever    he    knew  anything    of    those  bishop,  with  his  bishops  and  priests. 
Canons    he  had   entirely  forgotten  think  proper  to  employ  themselves, 
them."       Clearly      this      excellent  of  the  means  by  which  they  work. 
Bishop  possesses,  as  was  shown  at  and  of  the  individual  characters  of 
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Romo  of  the  workers,  wc  need  no  of  course  was, — "No,  we  arc  not 
longer  fear  that  any  of  our  readers  doing  it  for  the  sake  of  the  priests  ; 
will  Judge  of  the  priesthood  of  the  it  is  to  conciliate  the  Catholic  people 
electioneering  religion  by  the  clergy  in  Ireland  that  we  are  doing  it." 
with  whom  he  himself  is  familiar.  The  Catholic  people  !  The  Galway 
There  will  no  longer  be  such  con-  inquiry  shows  us  what  the  Catholic 
fusion  of  ideas,  nor  any  desire  but  people  are — poor  wretches,  whose 
that  the  clergy  who  have  committed  souls  and  bodies  are  in  thraldom  to 
themselves  as  demonstrated  in  the  the  priests.  Surely,  after  what  wo 
evidence  and  judgment  should  ob-  have  just  learned,  it  is  idle  to  sup- 
tain  their  reward  at  the  hands  of  pose  that  we  can  get  at  the  hearts  or 
the  law.  the  reason,  or  influence  the  actions, 

But  there  is  another  matter  of    of  the  Irish  people  where  they  arc 
which  we  hope  that  men  will  be  led    Papists.  No :  the  priest  is  the  people ; 
by  this  trial  and  judgment  to  tliink.    and  the  vaunted   Irish  Acts  of  Mr. 
Mr.  Gladstone  pulled  down  the  Irish    Gladstone's  (Jovemment  have  simply 
branch  of  the  Protestant  Church  to    been  sops  to  these  priests.     "Wo  are 
gratify  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,    overcome  with  a  holy  horror  when 
He  could  not  liave  <lone  so  if  the    sometimes  an  official  in  our  colonies 
])cople  of  England  and  Scotland  had    and  dependencies,  to  propitiate  the 
not    assisted    him.     AVhat  do  they    natives,  pays  some  harmless  compli* 
think  of  their  work  after  informing    ment   to   their   religion  ;    but  what 
themselves  of  what  came  out  on  the    J\agan  medicine-men,  or  fetish-folk, 
(Jalway  petition  ?    Are    the  priests    or  magicians,  can  be  more  abomin- 
who    figure    in    that   case   persons    able,  or  act  more  in    opposition    to 
whom  any  right-minded  man  would    Christianity,  than  this  base,  shame- 
desire    to    indulge  V      Some    thirty    less  clergy  before  whom  our  Ministers 
years  since  the  virtuous  indignation    and  our  Parliament  have  been  bow- 
of  the   late    Daniel  O'Connell   was    ing    themselves,  and   grovelling   in 
set  boiling  by  the  application  of  the    utter    abasement  ?    Although     the 
expression  "  surpliced    ruffians "  to    Ministers    knew    what    they    were 
the  Irish  Catholic  i)riests.     We  do    doing,  the  people  did  not.     It  is  for 
not  know  whether  the  priests  of  those    the  people,  now  that    they  are   in- 
days  closely  resembled  the  priests    formed,  to  vindicate  their  own  dig- 
of  to-day  or  not,  but  the  language  of    nity    and    consistency.     They  have 
those  days  is  certainly  suggested  by    no  right  to  be  horrified  by  Mumbo 
a  perusal  of  the  evidence  taken  be-    Jumbo  as  long  as  they  sacrifice  to 
fore  Mr.  Justice  Keogh  at  (ialway.    Archbishop  M'llalo  and  his  cursing 
The  verdict  as  to  what  the  Cialway    priests.     The  next  time  a  statesman 
priests  deserve  must  be   unanimous    in  want  of  office  begins  to  mouth 
and  universal  :    the    mere    idea    of    about  justice  to  Ireland,  let  us  look 
tolerating  such  a  disgrace  to  religion    back    to    the    Galway    election    in 
and   civilisation   is   revolting.     And    1S72.     It  is  just  possible  that  this 
yet,  let  us  think  what  we  were  doing    fuss  which  the  priests  through  their 
only  a  year  or  two  since.     AVe  were    mouthpieces   have  been   making  in 
weakening  nnd  mutilating  our  own    the  House  of  Commons  may  have 
Protestant  Church,  and  disestablish-    been    made    to    the    overthrow    of 
ing  and  disendowing  our  own  clergy,    themselves  and  their  unholy  power. 
solely  for  the  purpose  of   soothing        Until    some     investigation     sud- 
and  propitiating  such  people  as  Arch-    denly  startles  us  by  bringing  their 
bishop  M4Iale  and  his  priests.     The    machinations   to  light,  wc   are   left 
plausible  argument  for  the  sacrifice    ignorant  of   the  point  of  arrogance 
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to  which,  by  favour  of  a  servile  Gov-  O'Keefe,  or  waiting  to  know  how 
ernment,  and  by  terrorism  exerted  the  law  court  would  regard  his  case, 
right  and  left,  the  priests  have  When  brought  to  a  sense  of  what 
advanced  their  pretensions.  If  they  had  done,  the  Commissioners 
there  bo  any  body  of  men  superior  could  only  make  such  an  excuse  as 
to  truckling  to  Romish  influence,  was  discreditable  to  themselves,  and 
or  unlikely  knowingly  to  allow  showed  to  what  a  habit  of  submis- 
themselves  to  be  bullied  or  dictated  sion  they  had  descended.  They 
to,  it  is  the  National  Educational  said  that  they  had  punished  Mr. 
Commission  of  Ireland.  Including,  0*Keefe  unheard,  at  the  call  of  the 
as  it  does,  some  of  the  most  in-  Bishop,  because  they  had  been  in 
dependent  and  most  highly  educated  the  habit  of  acting  in  all  matters 
men  in  the  land,  we  cannot  sus-  affecting  the  stutus  of  clerical  mana- 
pect  for  a  moment  that  it  would  gers  through  the  recognised  heads 
ever  be  consciously  guilty  of  an  act  of  the  denominations  to  which  they 
of  subservience.  But  we  know  that  belonged.  Accordingly,  when  his 
Governments,  imperial  as  well  as  ecclesiastical  superiors  desire  to 
local,  have  not  hesitated  to  cringe  trounce  Father  O'Keefe  (who  does 
to  the  encroaching  power  of  Rome,  not  appear  to  have  had  his  conduct 
which,  using  shrewdly  the  devo-  in  regard  to  school  management  in 
tion  of  its  parasites,  so  extends  the  slightest  degree  impugned)  they 
its  influence  that  men  and  institu-  not  only  take  away  his  benefice,  but 
tions  are  circumvented  silently  and  deprive  him  of  his  school  manage- 
secretly — sucked  into  a  whirlpool  ment  too,  through  the  agency  of  the 
in  which  they  do  not  know  them-  Commissioners,  who  allow  them- 
selves to  be  engulfed,  because  selves  tamely  to  be  made  the  tools 
everybody  and  everything  else  re-  of  Romish  tyranny.  As  soon  as 
volves  with  them — and  made  by  the  attention  of  Parliament  is  called 
custom  and  iteration  to  bow  to  a  to  this  \pjustice,  everybody  perceives 
policy  which,  if  it  were  to  pre-  that  it  is  an  injustice,  and  the  Mar- 
sent  itself  openly,  they  would  quis  of  Hartington  thinks  that  the 
despise  and  defy.  When  the  Commissioners  acted  too  hastily. 
O'Keefe  case  was  brought  before  Mr.  Gladstone  is  very  eloquent  to 
Parliament,  it  must  have  astonished  show  that,  notwithstanding  their 
the  Education  Commissioners  as  hasty  action,  it  would  be  unwise  to 
much  as  it  did  the  House  of  Com-  visit  the  Commissioners  with  cen- 
mons  to  find  how  quietly  the  for-  sure.  We  admit  that  there  would 
mer  body  had  fallen  into  the  habit  have  been  no  good  done  by  censur- 
of  acting  under  the  orders  of  Rome,  ing  the  Commissioners,  who  seem 
A  parish  priest,  who  was  also  a  merely  to  have  been  carried  away 
manager  of  five  national  schools,  by  the  stream  that  sweeps  along 
was  suspended  by  Cardinal  Cullen  evervthing  Irish,  and  to  have  had 
from  the  exercise  of  his  ecclesias-  no  mtention  of  acting  unfairly, 
tical  functions,  but  appealed  to  a  The  censure  should  be  for  those  who 
court  of  law  against  the  suspension,  have  sold  us  to  Rome,  who,  as  the 
As  soon  as  the  decree  of  suspension  price  of  the  votes  of  the  priests*  dele- 
had  been  issued,  the  Romish  Bishop  gates,  elected  as  we  have  seen,  make 
of  Ossory  requested  the  Education  over  the  virtual  direction  of  Irishf 
Commissioners  to  remove  the  priest  affairs  great  and  small  to  this  arro- 
(Mr.  O'Keefe)  from  the  management  gant  Church.  Every  exposure  of 
of  the  five  schools ;  and  this  the  this  kind,  however,  is  very  threat- 
Commissioners  did  without  hearing  ening  to  any  compact  which   may 
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exist  between  the  contemptible  Min-  Ayrton  having,  according  to  the 
istry  and  the  wicked  priests.  A  earlier  or  later  experience  of  most 
knowledge  on  this  side  the  Channel  bullies,  caught  a  Tartar,  as  the  say* 
of  the  character  and  deeds  of  these  ing  is,  a  debate  on  his  discomfiture 
])ricsts  is  all  that  is  wanted  to  make  served  as  a  little  devilled  caviare 
the  bargain  innocuous  to  any  but  after  the  real  feast  was  over.  It 
the  parties  to  it  The  enormities  is  evident,  from  the  tone  of  Mr. 
which  have  been  already  brought  to  Ayrton's  defence,  that  he  is  to 
light  will,  let  us  hope,  lead  to  fur-  this  hour  under  the  impression 
ther  inquiry  and  increased  watch-  that  he  has  been  spitefully  and 
fulness.  Every  fresh  transgression,  unreasonably  attacked,  and  that  a 
after  being  officially  sifted,  should  tremendous  fuss  has  been  made 
be  submitted  to  the  special  notice  about  what  seems  to  him  a  mole-hill ; 
of  the  public,  who,  once  awakened  while  his  memory  and  conscience 
to  the  state  of  things  in  Ireland,  tell  him  that  there  arc,  quietly 
will  scarcely  allow  any  plotting.  It  mouldering  away  in  pigeon-holes^ 
is  also  not  beyond  possibility  that  mountains  upon  mountains  which 
the  true  character  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  never  caused  a  moment's  trouble. 
Irish  policy  may,  through  these  im-  If  everything  about  these  moun- 
pudent  moves  of  priestcraft,  come  to  tains  was  so  regular  and  una.SRail- 
l)e  generally  imderstood  and  resent-  able  that  they  could  not  bo  called 
ed.  The  retribution  which  would  in  question,  d  fortiori  was  it  fac- 
follow  might  be  exi)ected  to  be  tious  and  obstructive  to  worry  him 
sharp,  and  it  would  certainly  be  about  the  molehill.  Mr.  Ayrton's 
righteous.  The  Irish  Church  may  complaint  was  so  far  colourable  that 
yet  be  avenged  on  the  conspirators  the  records  not  only  of  his  but  of 
who  destroyed  her.  any  Government  office  might  doubt- 
It  would  have  been  very  incor-  less  be  made  to  show  fifty  limes 
rcct  to  say  at  the  end  of  the  late  worse  treatment  than  ever  Dr. 
tedious  session  that  anything  good.  Hooker  had  to  put  up  with.  Do- 
or wholesomely  interesting,  had  been  iiant  injustice ;  indifference  to  piti- 
kept  until  now;  yet  it  is  certainly  ful  and  righteous  remonstrance;  in- 
true  that,  to  the  last,  Parliament  found  suiting,  lacerating  language ;  scorn- 
plenty  of  matt<'r  to  wrangle  over ;  ful  neglects, — these  and  a  hundred 
that  its  terminal  energy  seemed  al-  other  hardly  tolerable  wrongs  have 
most  equal  to  its  initial  fire ;  and  to  be  endured  more  commonly  than 
that  the  combatants  were  so  far  the  uninitiated  would  suppose  by 
from  being  satiated  with  strife,  that  poor  wretches  who  cannot  or  dare 
they  had  to  be  torn  asunder,  as  it  not  remonstrate,  and  whoso  appeal 
were,  by  the  usher  of  the  black  rod,  would  i)robably  lead  to  ruin, 
although  the  subjects  of  debate  i)rov- 

ed  the  pugnacity  to  be  morbid.     AVe  '*  The  insolence  of  offlco  an  J  the  Bpnrna 
,            11           i.    1  XI         -11          •  X  Tli:it     patient    merit    of  tho    unworthy 

have  alread}'  noted  the  wild  anxiet}'  t;ikc8, 

of  the  priests'  representiitives  to  ex- 

l)ose  the  proceedings  of  their  clergy ;  are  grievances  only  too  familiar  to 

and  we  must  now  refer  to  Mr.  A^'r-  hundreds  in  old  as  well  as  modem 

ton's  amenities  as  another  stimulus,  times.     The  forms  of  courtesy  which 

which,  like  brandy  poured  down  the  were  maintained   in   old  times    the 

throat  of  an  exhausted  patient,  cans-  *' having     the    honour   to    be,'*    on 

0(1  a  light  to  flicker  over  the  visage  which   Mr.    Carlyle  was   so   severe, 

of  the  jaded   House  of  Commons,  did,  however,  take  some  of  its  edge 

and    'Mired   its  glazing   eye."     Mr.  from  the  cruelty  which,   according 
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to  the  curt  modem   form,  wounds  known  the  meaning  of  the  proverb 

more  barbarously.     Underlings  may  '*  Hit  him  hard,  he  has  no  friends." 

now  assume  all  the  airs  of  the  autho-  In  his  stupidity  he  has  ventured  to 

ritics  whom  they  represent ;  while  insult  a  man  who  has  friends,  and 

according    to    ancient    usage    they  pretty  influential   ones  too — a  man, 

must  have  used  respectful  language,  indeed,  for  whom  the  British  nation 

and  said  any  disagreeable  thing  that  is  pleased   to   stand    up,    who  has 

they  may  have  been  charged  to  say,  made  himself    a  name  quite  inde- 

only  as  the  mouthpieces  of  others,  pendently    of    Mr.   Ayr  ton.      Why 

Whatever  the  form,  the  practice  is  should    this    make  any  difference? 

well  known.      Many  not    rude  by  asks  the  upright  First  Commissioner 

nature  have  been  tempted  to  follow  of  Works ;  which  is  very  like  Sam 

it  sometimes,   and  naturally  brutal  Slick's  silly  question  when  he  had 

and  overbearing  men  have  habitually  got  upon  British  soil,  Why  shouldn't 

found  their  greatest  enioyment  of  I  wallop  my  own  nigger  ?    And  the 

power  in  the  opportunities  which  it  answer  is,  that  walloping,  whether 

aiforded  them  of  being  insolent  with  morally  or  physically,  is  not  allowed 

impunity.     These  savages  look  upon  here ;   and  although,   unhappily,   it 

it   as   only  reasonable    and   in    the  is  practised  with  impunity  on  many 

established  order  of  things  that  they  who  cannot  defend  themselves,  it  is 

should  follow  their  dispositions.  Mr.  never  admissible.     Mr.  Ayrton,  we 

Ay rton  evidently  feels  that  the  kicker  are  glad  to  find,  feels  no   personal 

is  very  ill-used  if  the  hichee  ventures  animosity  towards  Dr.  Hooker,  nei- 

even  to  complain.     But  Mr.  Ayrton,  ther  had  he  the  least  intention  of 

like  many  bullies,  is  unacquainted  hurting  his  feelings ;   what  he  did 

with  one  little  maxim,  by  attention  or  said  was  in  the  ordinary  way  of 

to  which,  the  ofScials  to  whom  he  business,  just  as  a  cook  skins  eels, 

points  as  his    exemplars    managed  or  a  fisherman  crimps  a  cod.     And 

to  make  good  their  ferocity.     They  Dr.  Hooker,  no  doubt,  was  goaded 

"knew   whom  they  kicked ;"  they  to  saying  of  Mr.  Ayrton  things  which 

took  care  to  bestow  their  attentions  even  Mr.  Ayrton  didnH  deserve ;  so 

on  poor  devils  who  dared  not  turn ;  it  is  to    be  hoped    that  something 

they  did  not  fling  out  right  and  left,  will  be  withdrawn   on  both   sides. 

utterly  regardless   of    the    persons  Dr.     Hooker's     indiscretion    would 

whom    they    distinguished.      They  have  made  Mr.  Ayrton   strong  but 

knew  that  kicking  is  the  abuse,  not  for  his  previous   reputation.     "  An 

the  privilege,  of  official  power;  and  I  had  but  a  belly  of  any  indifFer- 

they  had    the    sense    to    "  govern  ency,  I  were  simply  the  most  active 

themselves  accordingly,"  and   to  be  fellow  in  Europe,"   says  Sir  John 

chary  of  their  toes  where  their  sub-  Falstaff;  "an  I  had  but  a  character 

ordinates  were  men  who  could  com-  of    any  indifferency,"   Mr.    Ayrton 

mand  a  hearing.     But  Mr.  Ayrton,  may  now  say,  "I  might  have  got 

who  believes  that  all  in  his  depart-'  the  better  of  Dr.  Hooker."    But  Mr. 

ment,  great  or  small,  strong  or  weak,  Ayrton  has  made  himself  too  noto- 

are  bound  to  submit  to  his  humours,  rious.     Nobody  for  a  moment  fancied 

is  impartial,  and  makes  no  distinc-  that    he    could  be  otherwise  than 

tion.     It  has  never  occurred  to  him  guilty ;    and,    however    badly    Dr. 

that  it  is  wrong  to  kick  anybody,  Hooker  may  have  committed  him- 

and  that  where  kicking  has    been  self,  nobody  would  allow  his  indis- 

submitted  to,  it  was  not  because  it  cretion  to   be  a  set-off  against  the 

was  right,  but  because  it  couldn't  First  Commissioner's  barbarity.    Mr. 

be  resented ;  otherwise  he  would  have  Bromley  Davenport's  remarks  on  the 
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occasion  will  give  an  idea  of  what  assistant  whose  sen'icos  it  is  dcsir- 

is  thought  in  the  House  of  Mr.  Ayr-  able  to  retain  in  the  Cabinet.     Mr. 

ton's  manners.     After  saying  tliat  Guedalla  told    Mr.   Gladstone   very 

if  he  could  beat  Mr.  Ayrton  in  dis-  plainly   that  he   would    "  stand   no 

courteous   expressions  it  would   be  nonsense;'*     but    gentlemen,     who 

like   pouring  water  upon  a  duck's  don't  use  threatening  language,  are 

})ack  or   applying  a    lady's  riding-  obliged  to  put  up  with  a  great  deal 

whij)  to   the  hide   of  a  rhinoceros,  that  Mr.  Guedalla  wouldn't  tolerate, 

Mr.  Davenport  went  on  to  say  :—  and  Mr.  Ayrton  is  just  the  person 

to    let    gentlemen    understand    tho 

"When  an  hon.  member  put  a  i)er-  estimation  in  which  they  are  held. 

fectlv  decorous  unci  civil  (luestion  to  a  "This  is  Bomo  fellow. 

Miuii*ter  of  llie  Crown,  he  luul  a  rij^ht  who,    having  been  praiised  for  blantucsf. 

to  expeet  a  decent  answer,  and  not  a  doth  ftfTcci 

mere    eoneoetion    of  words  go    framed  A  B»ucy  roughneM.    ...         .  -  »^      .    , 

tliJit  tliev  just  escaped  the  interferenec  .       .         ^       ,   ^        a  ^i°?«       k.    :-^; 

of  the  chair,  but  constituted  at  the  same  ^%5eX,uth^°'^             ^       '                   - 

time  an  insult  to  the  House  and  to  the  ^^    {^py   will 'take    it,   bo;    if   not,  he'» 

S^pralver.     (Hear,  hear.)    If,   as  he    had  plain.' 

reason  t<>  suppose,  the  ri^ht  hon.  jjccntle-  .                         •      i     •      au 

man    and    the    Chancellor    of   the   Ex-  One   curious  little  episode  in   the 

checiuer  had  a  yearly  wager  as  to  who  Ayrton-IIooker    epic    is    so    highly 

should  make  the  nuTst  discourteous  an-  Mattering   to  the  conduct  of   public 

Mvers  to  tlu^  most  proner  and  orderly  business  by  Ministers  that  we  can- 

(luestions,   he    conirrutulated    the    right         ,        ..  .j^ ..  ^  ..        .^  oc,«:«*-«* 

lion,  gentleman,  who  had,  to  use  a  turf  not  omit  to  notice  it      An  assistant, 

(•xpressi<m,    'w<m    in   a   walk.'    (Hear,  it  seems,  was  wanted  for  the  Curator 

hear,   and  laughter.)    If   he  initrht   ad-  at   Kew,  and,   the   Treasury  having 

vise;  the  First  C«)mmissioner  of  )Vorks,  consented    to   allow  the  eXMnse  of 

it  would  he  to  cultivate  the  Uoval  Parks  ^,,^1     „„    ^ffi/,«*.     4K/»    iSvil     (^M-viAa 

less  and  himself  more,  and  when  next  he  fj*^^   an    officer,    the    Ciul    bcmoe 

felt  disposed  to  he  funny  at  the  ex|)ensc  Commissioners   were  desired    to  as- 

of  hon.  membei*s,  to  ask  some  friend —  certain   by    comi>etitive  examination 

assuminjr,  of  course,  the  very  improba-  the    candidate   best    fitted    for    the 

hie  fact  that  he  hml(.ne(laughter)-t«>  appointment,  and   to  report  accord- 

Insneet  his  jokes,  and  nomt  out  to  him     . » *,         ,„,    ^  /,  .     .  "^      . .^^^ji 

the   line  of   demarcati(»n    between  hu-  i"g^y-     -^"^    Commissioners    named 

mour  and  insolence."     (Hear,  hear.)  the    successful     candidate,    and    ho 

was  api)ointed.     AVhen  ho  entered 

AVe    should    very  much   like    to  upon  his  duties  it  was  discovered, 

know  whether  any  member  of  Mr.  an<l    he  himself   admitted,  that   he 

(lladstone's  Ministry  would  dare  to  did  not  possess  one  single  qualifica- 

behave  toward  Mr.  (iuedalla  or  his  tion  for  his    office.     His    unHtncsw 

friends  as  they  presume   to  behave  having  been  represented  to  the  de- 

to   gentlemen.     AVe  remember  how,  partinent  of  works,  and  by  that  de- 

in  the  last  winter,  when  Mr.  (Had-  partinent  to  the  Civil  Service  Com- 

stone   would   scarcely   vouchsafe    a  missioners,    the    latter     boily    wa« 

reply   to  a  remonstrance  which   he  pleased  to  say    that   the    incapable 

had  received  from  the  Chief-Justice  assistant    must     be    kei)t     for    six 

of   England,  he  was  i)rofuse  in  his  months,    at  the  end   of  which  time 

explanations    to    some    New    York  he  might  be  removed  if  found  to  be 

e<lit()r.     A    sort   of  Jack  Cade  doc-  still   incompetent ;    but   to    pay    an 

trine   seems    to   be   diffusing    itself  utterly  useless  man  for  six  monthft 

through  Mr.  (Jladstone's  convictions,  was  more  than  the  Treasury  could 

that  gentlemen  ought  to  be  put  down,  venture  to  do,  and  so,  daring  greatly, 

And  hence  Mr.  Ayrton  is  clearly  an  it  cancelled  the  appointment  forth- 
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with.  As  this  little  affair  gives  a  but  their  misdoings  are  all  remem- 
broad  hint  as  to  how  the  business  bered,  and  will  surely  be  again  consi- 
of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  id  dered  in  the  autumn.  Perhaps,  in- 
conducted  under  the  present  Min-  stead  of  making  war  on  landlords, 
istry,  it  will  be  well  to  look  after  Mr.  Gladstone  may  find  that  he  has 
that  Board  a  little,  and  to  scruti-  enough  to  do  in  defending  himself, 
nise  some  more  of  their  appoint-  It  is  not  quite  certain  that  tenant- 
ments.  farmers  will  be  soft  enough  to  fall 

Almost  before  the  doors  of  the    into  the  trap  that  may  bo  laid  for 
Palace  of  Westminster  were  closed,    them,  neither  is  it  certain  that  land- 
an  alarm  began  to  spread  that  Mjr.    lords  are  so  helpless,  or  Parliament 
Gladstone,  taking  advantage  of  the    so  madly  destructive,  as  is  supposed, 
resolution   in  regard  to  local  rates    At  any  rate,  this  is  hardly  the  time 
carried  against  him  by  Sir  Massey    to   begin   talking  of    next  session; 
Lopes,  is  going  to  make  such  a  re-    and  certainly  it  was  not  to  forecast 
adjustment  of  the  burdens  on  land    the  legislation  of  1873,  but  to  point 
as  will  ruin  small  proprietors,  and,    out  the  poverty  of    that  of   1872, 
by  setting  landlords  and  tenants  at    that   we   began   this    present    writ- 
variance,  completely  crush  the  land-    ing.     The  months  just  passed  have 
cd  interest  out  of  Parliament     That    proved     beyond     contradiction    the 
Mr.  Gladstone  would  like  to  execute    weakness,  rashness,  and   incapacity 
vengeance  upon  the  landowners  we    of  the  present  Administration.     The 
have  no   doubt    at  all.      "Ye    are    country,    no    doubt,    will    consider 
j^rand  jurors,  are  ye  ?     Fll  jure,  ye,  Y    during  the  recess    the    deficiencies 
faith."     But  we  have  not  yet  got    which  events  have  brought  to  such 
(juitc  to  admitting  that  everything    clear  light,  and  we  shall  not  be  sur- 
next  year  is  to  be  just  as  Mr.  Glad-    prised  to  find  the  hardest  criticism 
stone  may  like.     He  was  so  weak    proceed  from  Liberal  mouths.     But 
throughout  last  session  that  his  con-    even  for  autumn  talking  the  time  is 
tinuance  in  office  from  week  to  week    too  early.     All  parties  have  run  to 
could  not  be  calculated  on  by  even    geek    fresh    air    and    a  renewal  of 
his  most  earnest  supporters,  and  he    strength.     Let  them  enjoy  the  holi- 
surely  did  nothing  in  July  or  August    day  to  the  full.     Perhaps,  when  the 
to  increase  his    strengtL      In    the    tide  shall  be  once  more  setting  to- 
hurry  of  closing  business  after  the  re-    ward    Westminster,   we   may  have 
lief  came  from  Geneva,  nobody  had    something    to    say   concerning    the 
time  to  think  much  about  Ministers ;    prospect  of  1873. 
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IIORATIAN  LYRICS.— NO.  I. 

HORACE   IN    ENCJLAND    IN  THE   NINETEENTH    CENTURY   TO 

M.CCENAS   IN   ELYSIUM. 

ODE  I.   OF  150OK   I. 

M.tcENAS,  my  most  dear  and  honoured  master, 

Descended  from  a  line  of  ancient  kings ; 
Mankind  are  still  the  same — a  little  faster — 

In  love,  war,  drink,  and  trade,  and  other  tilings. 

Some  Britons  strive  to  win  the  Turfs  blue  ribbon. 

And  on  a  horse's  gallop  stake  their  all, — 
Fellows  who  never  read  or  heard  of  Gibbon, 

Nor  care  a  rap  for  Rome's  Decline  and  Fall. 

Some — candidates  for  a  most  rotten  borough — 
Bribe  the  unwashed  ones  for  their  greasy  votes ; 

On  their  home-farm  some  watch  the  ploughman's  furrow, 
Or  talk  of  bullocks  and  the  price  of  oats; 

And  speak  with  vast  contempt  of  jute  and  cotton, 
And  everything  that  smacks  of  shop  or  trade ; 

Swear  that  in  England's  state  there's  something  rotten, 
And  prophesy  that  all  that's  bright  must  fade. 

Lo  there !  the  enterprising  man  that  sent  your 

Cigars  and  coftee  from  the  Spanish  Main, 
Ruined  and  cleaned  out  by  his  last  adventure, 

Bankrupt — but  whitewashed — tries  it  on  again. 

Here's  one  who  loves  to  sip  his  pint  of  claret. 

His  legs  beneath  the  brown  mahogany ; 
Some  who've  but  gin  or  whisky  grin  and  bear  it. 

Or  drink  cold  water,  like  my  dog  and  I. 

One  joys  in  battle,  like  the  conquering  German, 
And  fights  for  empire  and  his  country's  right ; 

Another  preaches  a  triumphant  sermon 
In  praise  of  peace,  economy,  and  Bright. 

The  sportsman  loves  to  tread  the  purple  heather. 

Unmindful  of  his  nursery-haunted  wife ; 
Or  rides  to  hounds  and  swears  there's  naught  like  leather. 

Or  in  the  red-deer's  throttle  sticks  his  knife. 
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But  far  beyond  them  all  high  soars  the  poet ; 

He  ever  lives,  though  nations  rise  and  fall : 
I  thought  so  once,  dear  patron,  now  I  know  it, — 

The  Poet  and  his  Friend  outlast  them  all. 

•» 

Our  fame  is  ever  bright,  there^s  nought  can  rust  us 

While  this  old  world  swings  roun^  the  central  sun  ; 
I  said  so  in  the  days  of  our  llugustus, 
I  swear  it  now  in  eigh teen-seventy-one. 

Knapdale. 


Maecenas  atavis  cdite  rcgibua 
O  ct  pripsidium  ct  dulcc  dccus  mcnm, 
Sunt  quos  curriculo  pulvcrem  Olympicum 
Collegisse  juvat,  metaque  fervidis 
Evitata  rotis,  pnlmaquc  nobilis, 
Tcrrarum  domiDos  evchit  ad  Decs. 
Ilunc,  si  mobilium  turba  Qniritium 
Certat  tergcminis  tollerc  honoribus: 
Ilium,  si  proprio  condidit  horreo 
Quidquid  dc  Libycis  verritur  arcis. 
Gaadentem  patrios  ilnderc  sarculo 
A^ros,  Attalicis  condicionibus 
Nunquam  dimoveas,  ut  trabc  Cypria 
Myrtoum  pavidas  naata  seect  irarc. 
Luctantcm  Icariis  fluctibus  Africum 
Mercator  mctuens,  oUam  et  oppidi 
Laudat  rura  sui ;  mox  reficlt  rates 
QuassaSy  indocilis  pauperiem  pati. 
Est  qui  nee  veteris  pocula  Massici, 
Nee  partem  solido  demerc  de  die 
Spemit.  nunc  viridl  membra  sub  arbuto 
Stratus,  nunc  ad  aquae  lone  caput  sacnp. 
Multos  castra  juvant,  et  lituo  tubae 
Perraixtus  sonltus,    bellaquc  matribus 
Detestala.    Manet  sub  Jove  frigldo 
Venator,  tcnerae  conjugls  immemor, 
Sou  vifva  est  catulis  cerva  fldclibus, 
Seu  rupit  tcretes  Marsns  aper  plagas. 
Me  doctarum  liedene  praimia  frontium 
Dis  misicent  supcris;  mc  gclidum  nemus 
Nympiiarumque  loves  cum  Satyris  cheri 
Secern  unt  populo,  si  ncque  tibias 
Euterpe  coliibet,  ncc  Polyhymnia 
Lesboum  rcfugit  tendcre  barbiton. 
Quod  si  mo  lyricis  vatibus  inseres, 
Sublimi  ferlam  sidera  vertice. 

VOL.  CXII. — KO.  DCLXXZIV.  2  K 
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TO   ST.    ANDREW. 
ODE  III.    OF  BOOK   IV. 

That  man  upon  whose  natal  hour, 

Thy  beaming  eye  has  smiled, 
Inspiring;  with  1i  Golfer*s  power, 

])car  Saint,  thy  favoured  child, 

Ne'er  shall  the  Turfs  blue  ribbon  grace, 

Victorious  on  the  course, 
His  the  first  favourite  for  the  race. 

Or  his  the  winning  horse. 

'Tis  not  for  him,  a  (Jolfer  born, 

The  warrior's  pasan  rings  ; 
Nor  his  the  laurel  rudely  torn 

From  the  brow  of  conquered  kings. 

But  the  sunlit  seas  that,  laughing,  lave 

Bright  Eden's*"  sandy  shore, 
Shall  whisper  his  name  in  each  rippling  wave 

Till  time  shall  be  no  more. 

And  the  deep  green  seas,  with  their  billowy  dash 

And  their  stem  triumphant  roar, 
Shall  bellow  his  name,  as  they  thundering  crash 

On  old  St.  Andrew's  shore — 


In  Royal  Ancient  f  records  placed 
Amidst  the  sons  of  fame, 

With  never-ending  medals  graced. 
Great  master  of  The  Game. 


Sweet  Saint !  whose  spirit  haunts  the  Course, 

And  broods  o'er  every  Hole, 
And  gives  the  Driver  vital  force, 

And  calms  the  4'utter's  soul, 

Thou  giv'st  me,  to  the  world's  last  hour, 

A  Golfer's  fame  divine ;     . 
I  boast — ^thy  gift — a  Driver's  power  ; 

If  I  can  Put — 'tis  thine. 

Knapdalb. 


*  Eden,  the  appropriate  name  of  the  rlviT  which  forms  the  north-west  bonndary 
of  **The  Happy  GolflnjEC  Grounds''  at  St.  Andrews. 
t  The  Royal  and  AncTcnt  Golf  Club  of  St.  Andrews. 
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AD   HELPOMENEM. 

Qucm  tu,  Melpomene,  semel 
Nascentcm  placido  lumiae  videris, 

Ilium  noQ  labor  Isthmios 
Clarabit  pugilcm,  non  cquns  impi^er 

Curru  ducct  Achaico 

Victorem,  ncquc  res  bellica  Deliis 
Oniatum  f  oliis  duccm, 

Quod  regum  tumldas  contudcrit  minas, 

Ostcndet  Capitolio : 

Scd  quic  Tlbur  aqusB  fertile  prsefluunt, 
£t  Bpissic  nemorum  comse, 

Fingeut  ^ollo  carmine  nobllcm. 

Romai  priucipis  urblum 
Dignatur  soboles  inter  amabiles 

Vatem  ponere  me  choros ; 
£t  jam  donte  minus  mordcor  invido. 

O  tcstndinis  auresB 

Dulccm  quae  strepitum,  Fieri,  temperas, 
O,  muUfl  quoque  piaciboB 

Donatura  cycni,  si  libeat,  sonam. 

Totum  muneris  hoc  toi  est, 

Quod  monstror  digito  prstcreuntium 
Romana;  fldicen  lyrse : 

Quod  spiro  et  placeo,  si  placeo,  tunm  est 
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THE    LATE    ROYAL    PROGRESS    IN    SPxMN. 

Santander,  Spain,  September, 

The  recent  Carlist  insurrection  in   and    yellow   poles    with   which  the 
tlie  Basque  Provinces,  and  the  pre-   streets    were    lined ;    rockets    were 
sence  of    King   Amadeus  upon   the   constantly  bursting  in  the  air;  and 
north    coast  of    Spain,  tempted  me   sounds  as  well  as  sights  betokened 
in  the  early  part  of    last  month  to  that  the  people  of  Bilbao  were  either 
visit  a  part  of    Europe  which  thus  extremely  well  satisfied  with    their 
combined  a  very  imminent  political  new  King,  or  were  shamming  loyalty 
importance  with  charms  of  scenery  in  a  most  egregious  manner.     There 
and     interest    of    association,    that  was  something  unreal  and  fanciful 
would  in  themselves  be  a  sufficient  in    suddenly    emerging     from     the 
claim  upon  the  holiday  tourist.     It  sombre  and  silent    mountainR,   into 
was  on  a  delightful  August  evening  this  blaze  of  popular  manifestation, 
that  I  found  myself    perched    with  to  burst  into  a    theatrical  display 
my  travelling  companion  upon  the  which  made  Bilbao   seem  a  citjof 
top   of  a  diligence,   descending  the  fairyland,  and    King    Amadeus  an 
lovely  valley  of    the    Nervion,   and  enchanted  Prince  whom  some  wide- 
ns we  crossed  the  last  spur  of    the  ed  sorcerer  has  conjured  from  the 
steep    mountains  which    enclose  it,    happy  and  peaceful  court    of    his 
obtained    our    first    view    of    the  childhood    to    place    him  upon    an 
basin  in   which  the    capital  of    the  uneasy  throne  in  a  land  of  rebeUi- 
Province    of   Viscaya    is    situated,   ous  and  unruly  gnomes.     One  could 
The  mountains  on  the  left    are  the  not,  while  looking  at  all  these  Yehe- 
loftiest    in   the    Basque    Provinces,   ment  demonstrations,  and  while  ob- 
attaining  a  height  of  six  thousand  serving  the  curious  and  eager  crowd 
feet ;   while    three  very   remarkable  which  watched  for  his  every  appear- 
cones,  rising  one  behind  the  other  ance,  and   followed    the  King  witii 
in  perfect  sugar-loaf  form,  mark  in   noisy  acclamations— one  could  not,  I 
the   distance    the    spot    where   the  say,  forget  that  this  was  the  popula- 
river    enters  the  sea.     The    setting  tion  of  one  of  the  most  noted  Car- 
r^un  shed  a  delicious  glowing  haze  list  cities  in  Spain;   and    if    King 
over  this  prospect;   but  before  we  Amadeus  found   it  difficult   to  be- 
reachcd    Bilbao    the    shadows    had  lieve  in  the  honesty  of  all  he  heurd 
darkened  and  the  lights  of  the  city  and  saw,  Don  Carlos,  on  the  other 
begun    to    twinkle    with    unusual  hand,    is    not    much    to    bo    con- 
i>riHiancy ;  for  King  Amadeus  was  gratulated  upon  having  as  his  par- 
its  guest,  and  we  found  ourselves  in   tisans  such  a  set  of  humbugs.     How- 
a  blaze  of  illumination  and  a  din  of  ever,    there    is    no  doubt    a    rery 
music  as  we  threaded  its  densely  large  proportion    of  the  population 
thronged  streets.     All  the  world  was  have    a    genuine    hatred    of     the 
in    the  Arenal  or  principal    square.   Legitimist  faction,  and  the   clerical 
where,  tired  and  dusty,  we  dismount-  bigotry    which    it    represents,    and 
ed  from  our  perch  and  joined  the  if    they    tend    rather    to    repnbU- 
crowd.     Here  were  triumphal  arches  canism  than  to  constitutional  mon- 
covercd   with  colored  lanterns    and  archj',  are  nevertheless  not  actirely 
inscriptions;      balconies     festooned  hostile  to  the  experiment,  especially 
with  red  and  yellow,  the  national  col-   since    the    conduct  of    the  king  in 
ours ;  flags  fluttered  from  the  white   calling    the    radical     party    to    his 
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councils  aflfords  a  guarantee  of  his  upon  it  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
thorough  sincerity  in  his  attempt  to  net  Their  whole  quarrel  with  him 
carry  out  a  responsible  government  now  is  based  upon  his  refusal  to 
with  entire  loyalty.  As  perhaps  lend  himself  to  any  such  unworthy 
the  reader  has  not  followed  the  poll-  system  of  administration  ;  and  they 
tics  of  Spain  very  closely  during  find  to  their  astonishment  that  the 
the  last  year,  a  word  on  the  Prince  whom  they  brought  from 
present  political  situation  is  ne-  Italy  to  act  as  their  puppet  is  a  firm 
ccssary,  in  order  to  the  better  un-  and  courageous  man,  who  has  a 
derstanding  of  the  motives  which  clear  and  decided  view  of  political 
induced  the  King  to  make  the  pre-  right  and  wrong,  and  is  determined 
sent  tour,  and  the  interest  which  to  stick  to  the  pimple  letter  of  what 
consequently  attached  to  it.  At  the  he  believes  to  be  his  duty,  if  it  costs 
same  time  I  will  not  attempt  to  him  his  life.  Hence  the  "  Union- 
enter  upon  a  detailed  account  of  the  ists^'  and  a  fraction  of  the  "  Pro- 
eight  ministerial  crises  which  have  gressists"  have  now  banded  thera- 
taken  place  within  the  last  ten  selves  together  into  what  is  called 
month.s,  and  of  the  causes  which  the  Conservative  party,  and  which 
led  to  them,  partly  because  there  are  contains  probably  all  the  men  who 
as  many  different  versions  in  regard  were  lately  Ministers  of  the  King, 
to  them  as  there  were  crises,  and  though  only  some  have  had  the 
partly  because  they  did  not  reflect  courage  openly  to  avow  themselves 
credit  upon  anybody  concerned  in  its  partisans.  Many  leading  politi- 
them,  except  the  King  himself ;  and  cians  well  known  to  the  public  as 
the  history  of  one  Spanish  intrigue  supporters  of  constitutional  mon- 
is  so  like  another  that  the  clearest  archy,  and  who  were  prominent 
intellect  becomes  confused  in  at-  members  of  the  revolution  which 
tempting  to  remember  them  apart  dethroned  Queen  Isabella,  are  now 
Political  life  here  is  a  struggle,  not  all  more  or  less  disloyal,  though 
for  the  triumph  of  principles  but  of  the  recent  elections  have  shown 
persons.  It  does  not  disdain  the  that  they  have  no  following  in  the 
knife  or  the  revolver  as  means  to  country,  for  unfortunately  "  the  Op- 
an  end ;  and  consistency  lies  not  in  position"  means,  not  an  opposition 
being  true  to  any  party,  but  exclu-  to  the  political  party  in  power  in 
sivcly  to  one's  own  interests.  Hence  the  Cortes,  but  to  the  dynasty  on 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  throne.  Thus  such  men  as 
the  public  men  who  invited  King  Sagasta,  Serrano,  Topete,  Rio  Rosa?, 
Amadeus  to  Spain  should  be  bit-  are  bitter  enemies  of  Zorilla  and 
terly  opposed  to  him  from  the  mo-  the  men  now  in  power ;  but  the  fear 
ment  that  he  refused  to  support  is  that  their  vengeance  may  be 
them  against  a  parliamentary  ma-  wreaked  not  in  the  Cortes  upon  their 
jority,  and  to  violate  the  first  prin-  political  opponents,  but  in  some 
ciples  of  the  Constitution  by  putting  quite  other  way  upon  the  King,  who, 
his  name  to  a  decree  arbitrarily  believing  his  present  Ministers  to 
suspending  its  guarantees.  The  no-  have  a  parliamentary  majority,  call- 
tion  which  these  gentlemen  enter-  ed  them  to  the  government  This 
tained  of  constitutional  government  party,who  are  called  Radicals,  though 
appears  to  have  been,  that  the  King  the  term  signifies  nothing  politically 
Was  to  be  a  tool  in  their  hands,  pre-  analogous  to  the  same  word  with 
pared  to  obey  them  when  they  no  us,  are  altogether  an  experiment, 
longer  commanded  the  confidence  of  Their  policy  in  Church  and  educa- 
the  country,  and  to  force  their  policy  tional  matters  is  more  liberal  than 
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that  of  their  opponents ;  but,  as  I  much  immediato  prospect  of  OYer- 
have  already  said,  it  is  not  so  much  turning  monarchical  institations  of 
a  question  of  measures  as  of  men  ;  some  sort  or  other.  A  greater  dan- 
and  if  the  latter  could  only  be  ger  seems  to  arise  from  the  leayen 
trusted,  it  is  probable  that  the  of  Alphonsism,  which  is  said  to  per- 
govemment  of  the  country  would  vade  both  services.  There  are  Bin- 
be  carried  on  as  well  by  one  set  istcr  rumors  afloat  of  the  whole 
as  the  other,  so  far  as  mere  princi-  of  the  artillery,  for  instance,  being 
pies  go.  partisans  of  the  son  of  the  ex-Queen ; 
Besides  these  two  great  divisions,  nor  is  it  possible  to  say  what  con- 
which  may  be  called  the  "  Outs"  spiracles  may  not  even  now  be  hatch- 
and  the  *^Ins,"  are  the  dynastic  ing  among  the  generals,  admirmls, 
parties  and  the  Republicans.  The  colonels,  and  captains,  to  whom  a  snc- 
dynastic  parties  consist  of  the  Car-  cessfulj9ront^7i^2'a972«nto  means  a  stop 
lists,  the  Alphonsists,  and  the  Mont-  in  rank,  or  getting  into  ofSce.  The 
pensierists.  The  two  latter  may  be  political  system  here  seems  to  bo 
said  temporarily  to  have  fused  ;  the  carefully  framed  upon  the  principle  of 
idea  being  that  the  Duke  do  Mont-  handing  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the 
pensier  should  act  as  Regent  until  people  over  bodily  to  the  soldiers 
T)on  Alphonsino  comes  of  age.  and  sailors,  whose  sole  duty  shoold 
Lastly,  the  Republicans  are  a  for-  bo  to  protect  them  from  foreign  foes  ; 
midablc  party  numerically,  but  they  instead  of  which  their  one  occnpa- 
do  not  seem  to  constitute  the  same  tion  is  making  war  on  each  other 
danger  to  the  existing  Government  and  upon  voters  generally.  Erery 
as  do  some  of  the  other  parties.  It  soldier  and  sailor  having  a  vote, 
will  thus  be  seen  that  there  are  at  they  are  shuffled  all  over  the  coun- 
jiresent  seven  political  parties  in  try  before  every  election,  so  as  to 
Spain — the  Unionists,  the  Progres-  swell  the  Government  list  at  doubt- 
sists,  the  Radicals,  the  Republicans,  ful  places,  and  to  influence  by  their 
the  Carlists,  Alphonsists,  and  Mont-  bayonets  the  electors  generally. 
pensierists;  but  if  we  consider  the  Where  every  change  of  MinistiT 
two  first  and  the  two  last  to  have  means  a  change  of  generals,  bn- 
tcmporarily  coalesced  for  political  gadiers,  colonels,  admirals,  Ac,  it 
purposes,  they  are  reduced  to  Ave.  may  easily  be  imagined  what  an  in- 
The  Carlists  would  only  be  danger-  tcrcst  the  army  takes  in  a  general 
ous  if  the  Republicans  could  be  in-  election,  and  what  an  admirable  re- 
duced to  join  in  any  insurrectionary  volutionary  machinery  is  thus  kept 
movement  excited  by  them.  This  primed  and  ready  to  go  off  at  ue 
they  positively  refused  to  do  upon  touch  of  the  first  popular  and  am- 
the  last  occasion.  As  they  have  no  bitious  general  who  knows  how  to 
party  whatever  in  the  army,  but,  on  work  it  Hence  no  Prime  Minister 
the  contrar}%  And  in  both  branches  has  a  chance  of  remaining  long  in 
of  the  service  their  bitterest  ene-  office  in  Spain,  unless  he  bo  a  gene- 
niics,  and  as  they  are  numerically  ral  as  well ;  and  the  principal  dan- 
an  insignificant  fraction  of  the  Cor-  ger  to  the  present  Government  seems 
tes,  the  chance  of  a  Carlist  restora-  likely  to  be  not  their  parliamentary, 
tion  is  extremely  remote.  In  the  but  their  military  and  naval  oppo- 
stime  way,  the  Republican  party  nents.  To  attempt  to  introduce  uie 
have  no  'military  or  naval  allies ;  fonns  of  constitutional  monarchy 
and  as  revolutions  in  this  country  into  such  a  chaos  of  violence  and 
arc  invariably  made  by  the  land  and  conspiracy,  seems  indeed  hopeless — 
sea  forces,  the  Republicans  have  not  since   assassination   is    elevated    to 
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the  dignity  of  a  fine  art,  and  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of-  the  Norvion  a 
point  of  honour  even  among  Cabinet  work  of  diflBculty,  delayed  us  for 
Ministers  consists  not  in  refusing  to  three  days  at  Bilbao,  and  showed  us 
be  privy  to  secret  murder,  but  in  quite  as  much  of  that  place  as  we 
refusing  to  divulge  who  inspired  it.  cared  to  see.  The  city,  which,  with 
When  the  army  is  used,  not  to  de-  its  suburbs,  contains  a  population* 
fend  the  nation,  but  to  throttle  its  of  nearly  40,000  inhabitants,  lies 
liberties — and  office  is  an  end  embosomed  in  mountains  at  a  dis- 
which  justifies  every  means — the  tance  of  about  seven  miles  from  the 
theory  of  constitutional  government  sea ;  but  the  beauty  of  its  situation 
becomes  a  good  deal  more  inappli-  by  no  means  compensates  for  the 
cable  than  in  the  Fiji  Islands,  stifling  humidity  of  its  climate ; 
where,  since  cannibalism  has  been  and  the  reputation  which  it  pos- 
abandoned,  it  has  been  practised  sesses  of  being  unhealthy  is  pro- 
with  considerable  success.  The  bably  not  ill-merited.  It  possesses 
Republicans  hope  by  the  applica-  a  population  unusually  enterprising 
tion  of  their  principles  to  raise  for  a  Spanish  town;  and  the  in- 
Spain  to  the  condition  of  Mexico  or  creasing  development  of  the  mineral 
one  of  the  South  American  repub-  resources  of  its  neighbourhood  fur- 
lies,  where  Spanish  Republicans  nishes  its  testimony  to  this  fact. 
chanj^c  their  presidents  by  hanging  Its  quays,  wharfs,  and  river  stocked 
them  to  the  spires  of  their  cathe-  with  shipping,  chiefly  British,  indi- 
drals,  and  average  over  the  whole  cated  a  very  considerable  degree  of 
continent  about  eight  revolutions  commercial  activity,  due  chiefly  to 
a -year ;  while  their  mode  of  dealing  the  very  large  augmentation  in  the 
with  attempts  at  constitutional  export  of  iron  which  has  taken  place 
monarchy,  as  practised  upon  the  within  the  last  few  years.  The 
Emperor  Maximilian,  does  not  differ  most  celebrated  mines  are  those  of 
very  much  from  that  attempted  the  Somorrostro,  about  ten  miles  dis- 
other  day  in  the  streets  of  Madrid  tant,  and  situated  near  the  sea-shore, 
upon  the  person  of  King  Amadous.  The  ore  occurs  abundantly  here  in 
From  all  which  it  will  appear  that  the  beds  from  three  to  ten  feet  deep, 
prospects  of  this  bold  young  Prince  and  furnishes  85  per  cent  of  mine- 
do  not  seem  of  the  brightest.  If  I  ral.  This  is  probably  one  of  the 
have  not  painted  his  position  in  glow-  richest  peroxide  of  iron  deposits  in 
ing  colours,  it  is  not  because  I  be-  Europe,  and  has  furnished  from 
licve  success  to  be  absolutely  impos-  time  immemorial  the  steel  from 
sible,  but  because  if  it  is  achieved  which  the  Toledan  blades  were 
it  will  be  owing  to  a  combination  of  forged.  There  is  a  lino  of  steam- 
(lualities  as  rare  as  the  task  to  which  boats  now  expressly  devoted  to  the 
they  must  be  applied  is  difficult  and  transport  of  this  ore  to  England.  It 
dangerous.  The  royal  progress  of  a  is  a  curious  sight  to  see  the  women 
monarch  through  the  most  disafiect-  loading  the  ships  with  their  bulky 
ed  part  of  his  dominions  was  an  cargoes,  carrying  it  in  baskets  on 
episode  so  full  of  interest  under  their  heads,  singing  gaily  in  chorus 
these  circumstinces,  that  I  was  glad  the  while,  and  tripping  ,  up  and 
to  avail  myself  of  exceptional  facili-  down  the  steep  planks  with  their 
ties  for  observing  it,  and  of  judging  short  petticoats,  brown  bare  legs, 
for  myself  of  its  political  character  and  straight  supple  backs.  What 
and  importance.  the  men  do  beyond  lounge  under  the 
A  continuation  of  stormy  weather,  archways  of  the  market-places,  or  sit 
which  rendered  the  crossing  of  the  smoking  on  the  stone  benches  on  the 
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quays,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover,  striking  and  picturesque  objects  of 
The  able-bodied  population  of  this  interest  in  the  city ;  and  by  its  side 
part  of  Spain  is  decidedly  the  women,  are  two  wolves,  the  cognisance  of 
who  in  actual  muscular  strength  Diego  Lopez  (Lupus)  de  Haro,  Lord 
Keem  to  excel  the  men.  There  are  of  Biscay,  who  built  it  about  the 
•few  carts  or  carriages  to  be  seen  in  year  1356.  The  arms  of  the  pro- 
Bilbao  :  a  good  deal  of  the  draught-  vince,  which  were  on  the  reverse  of 
work  is  done  by  bullocks  with  sledges,  the  shield,  were  still  more  curious, 
in  front  of  which  is  a  small  keg  with  and  consisted  of  the  tree  of  Guernica, 
a  couple  of  taps,  through  w^hich  the  two  wolves  of  Lupus,  and  eight 
water  is  perpetually  trickling  under  gold  crosses.  The  interesting  and 
the  runners.  The  streets  of  the  old  significant  feature  of  this  is  the  tree 
town  are  close  and  narrow,  but  are  of  Guernica.  About  thirty  miles  to 
not  so  characteristic  as  in  other  the  east  of  Bilbao,  and  not  far  from 
towns ;  in  fact,  Bilbao  has  some-  the  sea-coast,  lies  the  little  village 
what  of  a  cosmopolitan  character,  of  Guernica ;  here  meet  every  two 
and  aspires  to  a  higher  degree  of  years  the  Parliament  of  Basque, 
civilisation  than  its  neighbours,  senators  chosen  by  the  communes 
But  its  chief  glory  lies  in  its  being  the  of  the  three  provinces  of  Guipuscoa, 
principal  city  of  those  Basque  Pro-  Alava,  and  Viscaya,  who  vote  their 
vinces  which  have  contrived  through  own  taxes  and  make  their  own 
all  the  revolutionary  wars  of  which  laws  with  a  supreme  indifference  lo 
they  have  been  the  theatre  to  main-  the  central  Government :  in  fact 
tain  their  own  fueros  or  privi-  they  have  maintained  "  home  rule," 
leges  intact.  Occupying  very  much  though  the  tree  of  Guernica,  undc^ 
the  same  position  with  relation  to  which  in  the  dim  ages  of  antiquity 
the  rest  of  Spain,  so  far  as  race,  Ian-  it  was  supposed  to  have  been  in- 
guage,  and  customs  are  concerned,  augurated,  exists  only  as  an  emblem 
that  Wales  does  to  England,  they  upon  the  national  escutcheon.  It 
have  preserved  a  much  greater  au-  was  only  in  1808  that  the  French 
tonomy,  and  may  even  rival  the  soldiery  cut  down  the  old  Basque 
Isle  of  Man,  in  the  nature  and  ex-  oak,  a  tree  which,  according  to 
tent  of  their  special  rights  and  privi-  Mariana,  was  very  old  in  1334.  A 
leges.  It  is  the  pride  of  this  race  "  Casa  de  Juntas"  has  since  been 
not  only  that  they  were  the  original  built  upon  its  site ;  and  any  one 
occupiers  of  the  country,  but  that  interested  in  legislative  relics  of 
they  have  never  been  conquered ;  antiquity,  by  visiting  it  on  the  1st 
and  even  now  they  do  not  recognise  of  next  July,  may  see  the  Basque 
King  Amadeus  so  much  in  his  capa-  senators  at  work, 
city  of  King  of  Spain  as  Lord  or  How  long,  in  these  times  of 
Seflor  of  Biscay.  Thus,  on  the  tri-  change,  they  may  be  able  to  main- 
umphal  arch  which  had  been  erected  tain  the  extraordinary  privileges 
beneath  his  windows  in  the  hotel  at  they  possess,  is  a  matter  of  interest- 
which  he  resided  during  his  stay  at  ing  speculation  when  one  considers 
Bilbao  was  the  following  in  scrip-  what  they  are.  In  the  first  place, 
tion  :  "  Al  Rey  de  EspaHa  y  Seflor  their  religious  independence  is  com- 
de  Viscaya."  Above  this  were  the  plete ;  they  have  no  bishop,  and  the  ' 
arms  of  the  province  of  Viscaya  and  parish  priest  is  exempt  from  all 
the  town  of  Bilbao.  Those  of  the  diocesan  control.  It  was  proposed 
town  consisted  of  a  representation  to  introduce  a  change  into  this  an- 
of  the  old  bridge  of  San  Antonio,  omalous  state  of  afiairs ;  but  I  much 
which  still  forms  one  of  the  most  doubt  whether  the  present  Govern- 
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ment  will  venture,  until  their  own  ing  young  men  upon  the  sandy 
tenure  of  office  is  more  assured,  to  beach  to  the  right  of  the  mouth 
touch  so  thorny  a  question.  x\n  of  the  river.  Exactly  opposite  is 
even  more  important  privilege  is  the  old  port  and  watering-place  of 
exemption  from  military  conscrip-  Portugalete,  behind  which  are  the 
tion,  or  the  blood-tax,  as  it  is  called  extensive  iron-works  of  Baracaldo. 
in  Spain  :  in  addition  to  this  they  The  road  along  the  river-bank  is 
pay  no  duty  on  tobacco,  and  deter-  full  of  interest  and  of  beauty.  The 
mine  the  amount  of  their  own  taxes  ships,  which  extend  with  few  inter- 
generally,  while  the  mere  fact  of  vals  almost  in  a  line  from  the  town 
being  born  a  Basque  constitutes  a  to  the  sea,  seem  pressed  in  »between 
patent  of  nobility.  So  that  it  is  the  lofty  rugged  sides  of  the  moun- 
not  to  be  wondered  at  if  the  popu-  tains  which  furnish  them  with  their 
larity  of  a  King  of  Spain  depends  cargoes  ;  while  at  Luchana  is  the 
here  entirely  upon  how  much  he  bridge  celebrated  in  the  former 
intends  to  show  himself  Lord  of  Carlist  war  as  the  scene  of  one  of 
Biscay  and  how  little  King  of  Spain,  the  most  brilliant  exploits  of  our 
and  that  the  inhabitants  look  with  blue-jackets,  who,  under  Captains 
distrust  at  a  system  of  government  Ebsworth,  Lapidge,  and  Henry, 
which  professes  to  have  notions  far  stormed  and  carried  the  heights  in 
too  advanced  and  enlightened  to  rear,  thus  enabling  Espartero  and  his 
regard  with  favour  fucros  by  army  to  occupy  the  position  and 
which  one  part  of  Spain  is  so  highly  relieve  the  town  after  it  had  upder- 
l)rivilegcd  at  the  expense  of  all  the  gone  a  sixty  days'  siege  by  the 
rest.  Regarded  from  this  point  of  Carlists — a  feat  which  won  for  the 
view,  I  think  the  King  had  reason  Spanish  General  the  title  of  Conde 
to  be  most  agreeably  surprised  by  de  Luchana,  and  for  our  captains 
the  enthusiasm  which  the  popula-  nothing  but  hard  knocks.  It  is  not 
tion  of  Bilbao  manifested  in  his  to  be  wondered  at  if,  after  its  two 
favour,  when  we  remember  that  one  sieges  and  painful  Carlist  experi- 
half  tlie  population  is  Carlist,  the  ences,  it  should  have  Bcgarded  the 
other  half  Republican,  and  the  whole  prospect  of  a  third  the  other  day 
of  it  Basque  and  devoted  to  their  with  some  apprehension. 
fueros.  The  popular  demonstra-  I  was  disappointed  in  the  appear- 
tions  which  marked  King  Amadeus's  ance  of  the  Basque  peasantry  on 
progress  through  the  streets  were  market-day :  their  costumes  were  by 
all  that  could  be  expected  ;  the  no  means  sufficiently  striking  or 
A  renal  or  fashionable  square  was  different  from  ordinary  rustic  attire 
always  crowded  in  the  evening,  to  merit  description,  beyond  a  gen- 
while  the  band  was  playing,  with  eral  love  of  bright  colours,  and  a 
sefiorifas,  with  whom  the  King  profusion  on  the  part  of  the  females 
seemed  specially  popular.  Vivas  of  magnificent  hair  hanging  in  plaits, 
followed  his  carriage,  applause  greet-  When  the  sight  is  seen,  the  prin- 
ed  his  entrance  into  the  theatre ;  cipal  churches  visited,  and  the  town 
and  under  no  circumstances,  how-  overlooked  from  the  splendid  points 
ever  much  individuals  might  have  of  view  which  command  it,  Bilbao 
been  opposed  to  him,  was  the  slight-  may  bo  considered  "done,"  and  I 
est  sign  of  disrespect  manifested.  was  glad  to  see  the  troops  assemble 
One  day  we  drove  down  to  the  on  the  Arenal,  and  hear  the  band 
new  watering-place  of  Las  Arenas,  strike  up  the  inspiriting  strains  of 
a  bathing  establishment  which  has  the  Royal  Spanish  March,  for  it 
just  been  opened  by  two  enterpris-  was  the  sign  of  a  move  on  the  par. 
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of  royalty,  and  a  groat  beating  up  hung  with  many-coloured  draperies, 

of  all  the  carriages  in  the  place  by  and  so  out  into  the  open  sea,  where, 

black-coated  gentlemen  in  white  ties,  in    spite    of    the    little    bobble    of 

and  a  general  movement  of  an  ex-  waves,  the  huge  frigate  was  lying 

cited    crowd    down    the    river-bank  motionless,  dressed  with  flags,  with 

indicated  that  the  embarkation  was  her  yards  manned,  and  thundered 

to  take  place  at  Olaveaga,  a  village  out  her  twenty-one  guns  as  we  ap- 

about    two    miles  from  the    town,  proached. 

As  I  followed  the  regiment  which  The  sun  was  setting  as  we  steamed 
marched  there,  I  was  much  struck  round  the  precipitous  headland,  and 
by  the  favourable  contrast  which  along  the  iron-bound  coast,  against 
they  presented  to  French  troops,  not  which  this  proverbially  stormy  sea 
merely  in  their  physique^  but  in  is  constantly  beating,  and  tinted 
their  well-drilled  and  soldier-like  ap-  with  bright  light  and  shadow  .its 
pearance,  though  the  bare  foot  and  overhanging  crags  and  deep  fissures. 
sandal  which  forms  their  chaussure  The  lofty  mountain-ranges,  wluch 
on  the  march  must  always  to  some  are  in  fact  but  the  continuation  of 
extent  detract  from  this.  A  small  the  Pyrenees,  skirting  the  whole 
steamer  was  waiting  for  the  King,  length  of  the  south  shore  of  the  Bay 
in  which  he  was  to  be  conveyed  of  Biscay,  rear  their  majestic  crests 
across  the  bar  to  the  ironclad  frigate  to  a  height  of  many  thousand  feet 
Vittoria,  which  was  lying  outside  above  the  sea,  and  present  a  coast- 
in  rijadinesa  to  convey  him  to  his  line  of  the  grandest  and  most  im- 
noxt  destination,  (jijon,  the  port  of  posing  as  well  as  of  the  most  dan- 
Oviedo,  and  a  considerable  crowd  gcrous  description.  Were  it  not  for 
lined  the  bank  to  see  him  depart,  the  inhospitable  character  of  these 
A  great  popi)ing  of  rockets  in  the  shores,  they  would  well  repay  the 
air  announced  the  moment  when  his  yachtsman.  Unfortunately  the  ports 
Majesty  stepped  upon  the  plank  to  arc  few  and  far  between,  and  pcener- 
walk  on  board,  and  sundry  hearty  ally  very  difficult  to  enter,  while  the 
riras  were  given  him  as  a  farewell,  prevailing  character  of  the  weather  is 
while  I  observed  one  old  woman  wet  and  stormy.  We  were  cxcep- 
presented  him  with  a  bouquet,  which  tionally  favoured  in  this  respect, 
the  King  received  with  a  hearty  and  during  the  three  days  and 
shake  of  the  hand,  to  her  intense  nights  that  we  tempted  fortune 
delight.  It  was  evident,  what-  upon  these  shores,  experienced  royal 
ever  may  have  been  the  feeling  weather.  At  nine  on  the  following 
of  the  population  in  regard  to  morning  we  were  off  Gijon,  the 
hini  before  they  had  seen  him,  port  of  Oviedo.  Here,  as  at  all 
that  it  had  undergone  a  consider-  the  places  along  the  coast,  ozcep- 
able  change  now  ;  and  among  the  ting  Ferrol  and  Corunna,  the  Vit- 
connnon  people,  at  all  events,  the  toria  lay  out  at  sea,  and  the  dis- 
enthusiasm  seemed  perfectly  genuine,  embarkation  was  effected  in  a  ten- 
Thc  ships  lying  in  the  river  hung  out  der,  on  the  deck  of  which  the  King 
their  gayest  bunting  as  we  passed,  usually  received  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
and  here  and  there  a  cannon  was  ])oration,  who  came  thus  far  to  meet 
iircd ;  f{uite  a  salvo  greeted  us  as  liim.  The  municipal  worthies  of 
we  "came  to'*  o!F  Portugaleto  to  (Jijon  soon  became  frightfully  sea- 
tike  in  a  deputation  of  notables  from  si<.*k,  and  went  through  moments 
that  town,  the  quays  of  which  were  of  agony  and  contortions  of  counte- 
lined  with  ladies  waving  pocket-  nance,  in  their  endeavour  to  sustain 
handkerchiefs,     and     its    balconies  a  conversation  with  his  Majesty,  to 
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whom  such  sensations  are  unknown,  former  Spanish  monarchs,  and  cspe- 
in  the  intervals  of  their  qualms,  cially  the  late  Queen,  who  never 
which  were  amusing  to  behold.  As  moved  with  fewer  than  300  to  400 
we  rounded  the  long  pier  which  attendants  ;  but  it  is  not  unlikely 
forms  the  small  port,  two  crowded  that  King  Amadous  in  future  tra- 
ticrs  of  spectators  burst  into  view  ;  vels  may  reduce  still  more  the  num- 
then  followed  the  usual  discharge  of  ber  of  his  staff, 
rockets,  while  tlic  Vittoria  added  We  had  received  many  disquiet- 
hcr  salutes  to  the  din,  and  the  ing  rumours  regarding  the  disaffec- 
people  of  Gijon  became  conscious  tion  of  the  population  of  this  town, 
that  the  monarch,  whose  arrival  had  and  the  cool  nature  of  the  reception 
been  so  long  anticipated,  was  in  which  was  likely  to  be  accorded  to 
their  midst.  the  King  ;  but  this  had  been  the 
The  first  act  of  the  authorities  case  at  nearly  all  the  towns  we  had 
was  to  carry  His  Majesty  off  to  a  visited,  and  been  mvariably  belied, 
sumptuous  breakfast  which  had  It  is  true  that  the  provinces  through 
been  prepared  for  him  ;  but  their  which  the  royal  progress  was  now 
intentions  in  this  respect  were  evi-  being  made  were  notoriously  the  most 
dcntly  better  than  their  power  of  openly  committed  to  the  King's  ene- 
nrrangement,  for  they  had  forgotten  mies.  Tlie  Basque  provinces,  as  I 
the  two  most  essential  points  when  have  already  explained,  and  as  events 
one  invites  a  guest  to  a  meal — first,  proved,  were  Carlist ;  while  the  As- 
that  the  meal  should  be  cooked,  and  turias,  in  which  we  now  were,  are 
secondly,  that  a  seat  should  be  pro-  the  stronghold  of  the  Alphonsist 
vided  for  him  at  the  festive  board,  party.  It  is  singular  how  close 
The  excellent  authorities  had  spread  an  analogy  may  be  found  between 
a  table  for  forty,  to  which  they  had  French  and  Spanish  parties.  Thus 
exactly  invited  forty  of  their  own  the  animosity  which  exists  between 
number ;  as  the  king  and  his  party  the  Legitimists  and  the  Orleanists 
numbered  thirty,  they  were  totally  in  France  finds  its  parallel  in  the 
unprovided  for,  and  both  lists  had  antagonism  of  Alphonsists  to  the 
tobejudiciously  pruned  down,  which  Carlists.  Here,  it  is  true,  there  are 
])robably  did  not  give  so  much  of-  no  Imperialists  to  complicate  the 
fence  as  it  would  have  done  had  situation  ;  but  the  strength  of  King 
there  been  any  breakfast  to  sit  down  Amadeus's  Government,  as  in  that 
to;  but  these  same  forgetful  autho-  of  Monsieur  Thiers,  lies  in  the  divi- 
rities  had  also  forgotten  the  cook,  sions  among  themselves  of  the  fac- 
The  viands  were  there,  but  raw;  the  tions  that  oppose  it.  Again,  a  re- 
King's  culinary  establishment  had  markable  difference  exists  between 
therefore  to  be  sent  for,  which  de-  the  policy  of  the  Republican  party 
layed  the  actual  breakfast  till  four  here  and  in  France.  The  whole 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  It  required  tendency  of  French  Republicanism 
no  little  philosophy  on  an  empty  is  towards  centralisation  ;  they  seek 
stomach  to  see  the  point  of  these  to  strengthen  the  machinery  of 
two  jokes ;  but  I  think  the  King  personal  government  as  much  as 
was  fully  compensated  for  the  per-  possible,  in  order  that  the  Presi- 
sonal  inconvenience  he  sustained  by  dent,  when  the  time  comes,  may  be 
the  great  amusement  the  whole  epi-  in  a  position  with  the  army  at  his 
sode  afforded,  and  the  moral  that  back  and  with  the  reins  of  absolute 
was  to  be  drawn  from  it.  The  fact  power  in  his  hands,  to  prevent  any- 
is,,  that  he  travels  with  a  remarkably  body  in  the  country  being  anything 
small  retinue    in   comparison   with  but  Republican.  The  Spaniards,  hav- 
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ing  already  had  considerable  ex-  fection — a  fact  which  may  perhaps 
perience  of  the  system  on  the  other  be  owing  to  the  circumstance  that 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  are  convinced  the  Church  lends  its  high  and  power- 
that  Republicanism  that  shows  sport  ful  influence  to  its  more  complete 
in   the  shape   of    perpetual  revolu-  development. 

tions  is  best  secured  by  decentrali-  Not  that  the  Spanish  clergy  con- 
sation,  and  their  first  principle  is  fine  their  political  machinations  to 
therefore  federation.  As  there  is  inventing  scurrilous  slanders  about 
no  sympathy  whatever  between  the  the  King\s  private  character  :  no 
different  states  into  which  Spain  fewer  than  177  of  these  apostles  of 
would  then  be  divided,  and  as  no  a  religion  of  love  actually  have  led, 
one  of  them  is  any  more  fit  for  self-  or  are  leading,  Carlist  bands  in 
government  individually  than  the  Catalonia  at  the  present  moment, 
nation  is  in  its  collective  capacity,  while  many  more  are  now  only 
such  an  arrangement  would  usher  waiting  for  a  new  opportunity  to 
in  an  era  of  civil  war,  for  every  exchange  the  missal  for  the  Martini- 
state  would  back  its  own  presidential  Henry.  But  a  far  safer  and  scarce- 
candidate  with  its  army,  which  would  ly  less  effective  method  of  warfare 
practically  efface  Spain  more  com-  is  the  manufacture  of  lies  in  regard 
pletcly  from  the  map  of  Europe  than  to  the  person  and  habits  of  the 
she  is  already,  so  far  as  her  political  King.  Thus  the  people  of  Gijon 
influence  is  concerned.  That  section  were  informed  that  he  was  hump- 
of  the  population  of  Gijon,  I  wojii  backed,  that  he  had  only  one  eye, 
informed,  who  were  not  Alphonsist  that  he  could  not  speak  a  word  of 
were  Republicans  ;  they  have  since  Spanish,  that  he  travelled  with  a. 
returned  a  Republican  candidate  ;  suite  composed  of  Italians,  to  say 
still,  so  far  as  outward  demonstra-  nothing  of  improper  characters,  &q. 
tions  were  concerned,  they  received  When  the  near  approach  of  the 
the  King  very  well.  There  were  King  rendered  it  necessary  to  ex- 
no  shouts  of  viva^  but  we  were  as-  plain  the  contradiction  which  his 
sured  that  Asturians  never  shout,  appearance  would  present  to  these 
and  always  received  Queen  Isabella  stories,  then  they  spread  the  report 
in  silence.  There  was  scarcely  a  that  it  was  not  the  King  at  all,  but 
balcony  from  which  either  flags  or  a  handsome  officer  sent  to  represent 
what  appeared  to  be  counterpanes  him.  So  persons  of  bad  character 
or  bed-curtains  were  not  hanging,  are  actually  paid  by  the  same  party 
And  whatever  may  have  been  the  that  attempted  the  King's  life  the 
sentiments  which  the  ladies  and  other  night,  to  follow  him,  pass 
gentlemen  who  thronged  the  better  themselves  off"  as  his  intimates,  write 
iclass  of  houses  concealed,  there  was  compromising  letters  to  him,  &c. 
one  which  they  could  not  disguise,  Nor  do  the  opposition  newspapers 
and  that  was  the  most  intense  at  Madrid  shrink  from  giving  cur- 
curiosity  to  see  the  person  of  his  rency  to  rumours  in  regard  to  his 
Majesty.  There  was  a  special  rea-  private  habits,  the  absolute  untruth 
son  for  this  interest  Ever  since  of  which  is  susceptible  of  proof — as, 
the  arrival  of  King  Amadeus  in  for  instance,  that  he  drinks,  when  it 
Spain,  the  most  absurd  stories  have  is  notorious  that  wine  never  passes 
been  circulated  in  regard  to  him.  his  lips.  It  was  not  to'  be  wondered 
If  physical  murder  is  cultivated  as  a  at  that  the  balconies  should  be 
desirable  political  accomplishment  crowded  at  every  town  we  entered 
here,  moral  assassination  has  been  with  a  population  anxious  to  judge 
carried  to  a  pitch  of  the  highest  per-  for  themselves  of  the  subject  of  all 
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this    scandal    and    fiction.      Fortu-    thorn,  he  is  bound  to  let  the  con- 

nately  the  bearing  and  aspect  of  tho    sequences  take  care  of  themselves. 

King  are    eminently    calculated   to    His   position,    therefore,   gives  him 

give   the  lie   to  his  enemies.      Up-    not  the  slightest  anxiety.     There  is 

wards   of    six  feet  in     height,   his    not  a  man    in    Europe  apparently 

slender  soldier-like  figure  dominates    more  entirely  free  from  care  in  re- 

the    crowd    which    always    accom-    gard  to  the   future.     ^^  Fais  ce  qu€ 

panied    him    in   his   numerous  pro-    dois,  advienne  que  pourra^^^  is  his 

inenades — for  he  never  drives  when    motto,  and  it  relieves  him  from  all 

lie   can   walk ;    while  his  perfectly    further   trouble — and  not   "  uneasy 

cool  and  unembarrassed  air,  frank    lies  the  head  that  wears  tho  crown" 

but   somewhat    stern    countenance,    of   Spain.     These  few  personal  de- 

cxcepting  when  it  lights  up  in  con-    tails  will  give  the  key  to  the  pop- 

versation,  and  vigilant  but  reckless    ularity   which    King    Amadeus    so 

eye,  form  a  combination  calculated    rapidly  wins  in  each  town  he  visits, 

to   disconcert   tho   conspirator  who    and     especially    with     those     who 

has   to   confront   it,  and   to   inspire    have    the     advantage    of    knowing 

confidence  in  those  of  his  immediate    him.     His  great  energy  and  vigour 

supporters,  who  feel  that   they  can    of    body ;    the  facility  of  access  to 

depend  to  the  last  on  his  courage    him  which  he  accords  to  all  classes  ; 

and  loyalty — in  fact,  in  the  expres-    the    homely   and    fearless    way   in 

sive    but    somewhat     disrespectful    which    ho      mixes,     regardless     of 

vernacular  of  a  young  naval  friend    protection,  in  tho  common    crowd ; 

of  mine,    "he   is  an   awfully   cool,    tho  readiness  he  manifests  to  visit 

plucky-looking  beggar."    What  gives    whatever  the  authorities  desire  to 

him  a  singular  advantage  over  those    show  him,   and   to   understand  the 

with  whom  he  has  to  deal  is,  that  he    local  interests  ;    the  utter  absence 

has  no  private  end  to  serve.     Called    of  affectation  or  ceremony,  beyond 

here  after  having  four  times  refused    what  the  exigencies  of  his  position 

the  position,  he  ultimately  accepted    demand, — ^are  all  traits  which  quickly 

it  for  reasons  of  state  and  European    find  their  way  to  the  popular  heart ; 

politics ;  but  he  came  here  with  tho    and  in  a  country  where  they  have 

determination  of   governing  strictly    never,  during  the  present  generation, 

constitutionally  or  not  at  all.  Whether    had  a  king  who  could  ride,  swim, 

the  system  can  succeed  in  a  country    shoot,  and  prove   himself   equal  or 

not  adapted   to  it,  is  not  an  affair    superior  in  all  manly  and  athletic 

with  which  he  has  anything  to  do ;    exercises  to  his  fellows,  the  novelty 

nor  does  the  fact  that  he  receives    adds  to  the  charm,  and  the  constant 

about  a  dozen   anonymous   letters    remark  of   the  common  people   on 

daily,  either  of  kindly  warning,  with    looking  at  him  is,  that  he  is  "  todos 

details  as  to  how  the  next  attempt    hombre^^ — all  a  man.     It  was  rather 

at  his  life  will  be  made  and  how  it    amusing  to  listen  to  the  originality 

is  to  be  avoided,    or  of    menaces,    of  the  shouts   of   the  people  who 

affect  his  resolution  to  give  the  ex-    were  thus  won  over.     Thus  "  Vita 

^eriment,  which   destiny   seems   to    il  rey  sympatlmo ! '''*      ^^Virailrey 

^  lave   decided   must  be   thoroughly    deinoeratito  I "   and   even    "  Vita  U 

ind  honestly  made  through  his  in-    rey  republicano  /"  I  once  heard.  The 

strumentality,  a  fair  trial.     If  it  fails    more  Conservative  shouts  were,  "  The 

he  will  accept  his  fate,  whatever  it    hereditary   King,"    "The    constitu- 

may  be,  upon  the  simple  principle    tional  King." 

that  if  a  man  acts  up  to  his  highest        Gijon  is  a  small  but  rising  port, 
convictions,  and  never  swerves  from    containing  some  15,000  inhabitants. 
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It  is  situated  upon  the  neck  of  a  nade,  mixing  freely  with  the  crowd, 
peninsula,  and  backed  by  lofty  consisting  chiefly  of  ladies,  which 
mountain -ranges,  but  in  itself  is  had  assembled  there, 
ugly  and  uninteresting.  The  streets  A  railway  connects  Gijon  with 
are  broad,  and  laid  out  with  toler-  the  coal-mines  of  Sama  and  Nalon. 
able  regularity,  but  the  houses  are  Of  late  years  the  exploration  of  these 
poor  and  low.  The  port  is  visited  cxtensire  deposits,  which  stretch  for 
by  about  1300  ships  a-year,  the  milesonbothsidesof  the  river  Nalon, 
article  of  export  being  principallv  has  acquired  a  considerable  devel- 
coal  from  the  extensive  fields  whicn  opment  since  the  opening  of  this 
lie  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  which  railway,  and  will  receive  a  still 
are  being  rapidly  developed.  It  is  greater  impetus  when  the  line  from 
exported  chiefly  in  French  and  Oviedo  to  Gijon,  which  follows  the 
Spanish  ships  to  the  Mediterranean,  other  side  of  the  valley  and  passes 
The  mountain-slopes  furnish  an-  through  the  centre  of  a  coal-region, 
other  article  of  commerce  besides  is  opened.  The  coal-beds  in  some 
coal,  in  the  shape  of  nuts,  £200,000  places  are  said  to  run  thirteen  feet 
worth  of  which  are  transported  an-  thick,  and  are  worked  by  English 
nually  to  England;  besides  which  companies  and  miners  as  well  as 
there  is  a  considerable  trade  with  those  of  the  country.  The  largest 
Cuba  in  tobacco,  cider  and  other  proprietor  in  this  part  of  the  pro- 
articles  of  home  manufacture  being  vince,  and  the  most  influential 
sent  back  in  return.  We  visited  member  of  its  aristocracy,  la  the 
the  tobacco  factory,  which  had  been  Marquis  de  Campo  Sangrado,  who 
put  into  its  gayest  attire  to  receive  possesses  grand  castellated  mansions 
the  King,  and  there  saw  1500  wo-  both  in  Oviedo  and  Avilez,  besides 
men  and  girls  absorbed  in  the  task  sundry  chateaux  dotted  about  the 
of  rolling  cigars  and  cigarettes  with  country.  His  alliance  with  the 
inconceivable  rapidity.  Gijon  is  royal  family  of  Spain — for  he  mar- 
also  a  watering-place  for  Oviedo  and  ried  a  daughter  of  Queen  Christina 
the  Asturias  generally,  but  the  ac-  — renders  him  natundly  a  zealous 
commodation  is  wretched  in  the  partisan  of  bis  nephew  Don  Al- 
extreme  ;  and  the  poorer  classes  dis-  phonsino,  and  it  is  probably  largely 
pense  with  bathing-machines,  and  owing  to  this  circumstan6e  that  this 
sit  in  rows  upon  the  beach,  dress-  part  of  the  country  is  so  warmly 
ing,  undressing,  and  drying  them-  committed  to  the  cause  of  the 
selves  with  the  greatest  simplicity  young  Prince.  No  doubt  the  his- 
and  nonchalance.  We  tried  to  get  torical  associations  connected  with 
into  the  theatre  in  the  evening,  but  the  Asturias  also  contribute  to  this 
found  a  difficulty  about  the  places,  sentiment  The  valleys  in  the  imme- 
This  arose  from  the  fact  of  the  Al-  diate  neighbourhood  of  Oviedo  are 
phonsists  having  engaged  the  greater  indeed  the  cradle  of  the^  Spanish 
part  of  the  boxes  a  few  evenings  monarchy.  At  Covadonga,  a  moun- 
before  and  locked  them,  so  as  to  tain  village  about  thirty  miles  dis- 
prevent  there  being  a  good  house  tant,  Pelay us,  the  Duke  of  the  Cloths, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  King^s  pre-  was  proclaimed  king  in  719,  and 
sence.  In  spite  of  the  empty  ap-  founded  the  nucleus  of  the  SpanisA 
pearance  which  this  produced,  we  kingdom:  in  honour  of  which  event, 
heard  that  the  reception  had  been  and  as  a  possible  successor  to  the 
nevertheless  tolerably  cordial.  In  throne  then  established,  the  Duke 
the  evening  the  King  walked  up  de  Montoensier,  a  few  years  ago, 
and  down  the  fashionable   prome-  visited  this  very  remote  and  ioac- 
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cessible  spot,  and  erected  an  obelisk,  of  intense  curiositv.  Now  and  then 
an  act  which  increased  the  fame  of  a  solitary  vita  might  bo  heard ;  and 
the  French  Duke  as  much  as  of  the  occasionally  a  shower  of  laudatory 
Gothic.  All  the  towns  and  valleys  poems  came  fluttering  down  into 
of  this  neighborhood  have  a  story  the  King's  carriage  from  a  balcony ; 
to  tell  of  the  romantic  leader  who,  more  enthusiastic  admirers  threw 
issuing  from  his  mountain  fastnesses  bouquets ;  and  a  whitb  dove  with 
at  the  head  of  his  valiant  Goths,  a  blue  ribbon  around  its  neck  made 
drove  their  Moorish  conquerors  quite  a  touching  descent  upon  the 
from  the  country,  thus  checking  royal  corUge,  There  was,  of  course, 
their  further  advance  into  Europe ;  no  lack  of  rockets  or  of  the  din  of 
and  the  lapse  of  a  thousand  years  martial  music,  especially  the  Royal 
has  not  dimmed  the  lustre  of  his  ex-  March ;  and  in  front  of  the  Ayun- 
ploits.  Gijon  itself  was  one  of  the  tamiento  the  crowd  was  so  dense  that 
first  towns  liberated  from  the  infidel  it  was  with  some  diflBculty  that  we 
invaders,  and  Pelayus  took  from  it  forced  our  way  through  it  to  go  in 
the  title  of  Condo  de  Gijon.  The  quest  of  lodgings  for  ourselves.  We 
ties  of  family,  a5  well  as  of  histor-  were  by  this  time  becoming  accus- 
ical  association,  both  tend,  therefore,  tomed  to  the  construction  of  Spanish 
to  attach  this  population  to  the  late  hotels  and  lodging-houses,  in  which 
dynasty.  two  or  three  bedrooms,  entirely 
We  left  Gijon,  accompanied  to  destitute  of  windows,  open  like 
the  station  by  a  considerable  crowd  closets  off  a  common  sitting-room, 
of  the  curious,  by  the  railway  which  which  furnishes  the  light  and  air 
connects  the  town  with  the  mines  for  the  whole  party, 
of  Sama,  but  only  followed  it  about  Oviedo  was  the  most  thoroughly 
ten  miles  to  a  station  called  Morena,  characteristic  and  interesting  town 
making  at  one  place  an  ascent  of  we  had  seen  in  the  north  of  Spain, 
several  hundred  feet  on  a  very  steep  Its  streets  are  narrow,  but  broad 
gradient  by  means  of  a  stationary  enough  to  admit  on  both  sides  of 
engine,  on  a  sharp  curve  at  the  top  covered  arcades,  which  support  bal- 
of  which  the  royal  carriage  went  off  conies ;  while  fountains  and  market- 
the  track,  thus  involving  a  delay  of  places  abound,  where  picturesquely- 
an  hour,  which  enabled  the  King  to  attired  groups  are  always  to  be  found 
examine  the  machinery  and  derive  collected.  It  happened  to  be  market- 
some  information  as  to  the  statistics  day ;  and  the  peasantry,  who  perhaps 
of  the  line.  At  Morena,  a  carriage  appeared  in  an  extra  holiday  attire 
and  three,  with  coachman  and  pos-  in  honour  of  the  King's  presence, 
tilion  in  red  and  gold  livery,  was  were  seen  to  greater  advantage.  The 
waiting  for  the  King,  with  a  mounted  dress  of  the  women  consisted  of  a 
escort,  and  humbler  equipages  for  coloured  bodice,  generally  red  or 
the  rest  of  the  party;  and  a  drive  green,  over  which  they  wore  some 
of  five  or  six  miles  through  lovely  bright-coloured  handkerchief,  or  else 
scenery  took  us  to  Oviedo,  the  moun-  a  black  tippet ;  their  long  hair  hung 
tain  capital  of  the  Asturias,  in  regard  in  tresses  beneath  neatly -folded 
to  the  disaffection  of  which  disquiet-  handkerchiefs,  often  of  common 
ing  rumours  had  been  rife.  As  wo  white  lace,  which  they  allowed  to 
approached,  we  perceived  that  flags,  fall  in  a  graceful  fold  upon  the 
decorations,  and  crowds  were  not  back;  skirts  with  party-coloured 
wanting ;  but  the  rows  of  eager,  ex-  flounces,  the  commonest  combina- 
cited  faces  between  which  we  drove  tions  being  red,  green  and  yellow, 
betrayed  no  other  sentiment  but  that  completed  the  costume.    Sometimes 
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they  wore  shoes,  but  rarely  stock-  to  reprisals  by  actually  infringing 

inprs.     The  men  wore  bright-coloured  the  law,   so  they  contented   thcm- 

wuistcoats,  carrying  their  jackets  on  selves  with  breaking  off  the  mass 

one  shoulder,  after  the  manner  of  precipitately,    and     being    invisible 

hussars  ;  large  purple  sashes,  folded  on   the   occasion  of  his  visits.     Ab 

many  times  round  the  waist,  sup-  a  general    rule,   the  King    on    his 

ported  the  black   trousers  reaching  arrival  in  a   town    seeks    out    the 

to  the  knee,  where  they  were  slashed  humblest  church  to  say  his  prayers 

to  admit  of  the  appearance  of  three  in,  before  visiting  the  ecclesiastical 

or    *four     inches    of     loose     white  curiosities. 

drawers,   which  were  or  were  not  The  cathedral  of  Oviedo   is  not 

tucked  into  the  black    gaiters,    as  architecturally  interesting.     Its  chief 

the  case  might  be,  or  more  often  glory  is  its  relics.     Hero  are  to  be 

fluttered    over    bare    legs.       Their  seen  manna  from  the  desert,  a  firkin 

caps  were  sometimes  a  bright  green,  from  the  marriage  of  Gana,  and  the 

but  more  often  the  inontera^  a  sort  bones  of  numerous    saints.     Here, 

of  one-sided  cocked  hat,  or  ordinary  too,  are  a  crucifix  carved  by  Nico- 

wideawake  gone  mad.     The  first  act  domus,   and  a  sandal  of  St  Peter. 

of  the  arrivals  from  the  country,  I  Then  there  is  a  portable  altar  used 

observed  in  both  sexes,  was  to  go  by  the  apostles,  the  cross  of  Pckyiu, 

to  church.     As  the  women  far  out-  the  local  hero,  made  in  hcayen  oat 

numbered  the  men,  the  churches  in  of  Asturian  oak,  and  dropped  from 

the  morning  were  crowded  with  the  the  clouds  before  him  as  a  sign  of 

female  rural  population,  who  entere<l  victory,  together  with  another  cross 

carrying  their  baskets  of  produce  on  made  by  angels.      None  of    these 

their  heads,   and  placing  them   on  marvels  were  wo  permitted  to  be- 

the  ground  by   their    sides,    while  hold,  and  cbuld  only  look  with  re- 

tlicy  paid  their  devotions,  caused  the  spect,  therefore,  upon  the  balcony, 

church  itself  to  look  something  like  into  which  you  descend  from   the 

a  market-place.     The  special  interest  Camera  Santa  by  a  couple  of  steps, 

which  attaches  to  the  churches  in  and  which  projects  into  the  catheAnl, 

Oviedo  lies  in  their  extreme  anti()ui-  from  which  three  times  a- year    is 

ty,  many  of  them  dating  back  to  the  exhibited  the  shroud  of  our  ^yionr* 

earlier  part  of  the  ninth  century,  when  the  peasantry  present  befofo 

To  the  antiquarian  their  architecture,  it  whatever  article  of  food  or  cloth - 

and  the  traces  of  the  Moorish  inva-  ing  they  desire  should    acquire    A 

sion  which  they  contain,  diversified  special  virtue. 

with  pagan  antiques,   furnishes  an  Oviedo,     which     contains     some 
endless  source  of  interest  and  study,  20,000  inhabitants,  lies  beautifully 
more  real  and    curious    than    that  embosomed  in  mountains,  some  of 
which  is  to  be  got  out  of  the  relics  which  rise  to  a  height   of   10,000 
of  quite  another  character  contained  feet.    Their  valleys,  as  may  be  sup- 
in   the  cathedral.      We   applied  to  posed,  not  only  furnish  magnifloent 
liiive  those  exhibited,  but  the  priests,  scenery,   but  first-rate  salmon  and 
who    arc    intensely    anti-Amadean,  trout  fishing.     There  are  many  beau- 
made  so  many  difficulties  that  we  tiful    points  of    view    immediately 
giive  it  up.     Indeed  they  went  so  above  the  town,  and  it  possesses  to 
far,  on  hearing  of  the  intention  of  perfection  that  charm  of  all  Spanish 
the  King  to  visit  the  cathedral,  as  to  cities — a  public  walk  or    alameia^ 
lock  its  doors.      As  the  hour  ap-  The  centre  of  a    wild,   uncivilised 
proached,  however,  they  thought  it  district,  it   affords  many  eridences 
better  not  to  lay  themselves  open  of  the  rough  character  of  its  vicinity. 
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Many  miles  from  the  nearest  railway,  sequence  of  the  proximity   of   coal 

the  perpetual  rumble  of  ponderous  and    iron,  but    now  rapidly  falling 

diligences,    to    which   are    attached  into  disrepair  from  lack   of   funds, 

any  number  of  mules  and  horses  in  Not  above  a  quarter  of   the  work- 

grotesque  confusion,  echoed  through  men  are  employed  which  the  factory 

its  streets ;   lumbering  mule-carts  on  originally    accommodated,    and    the 

two  wheels,   with   sides    and    roof  roof  of  part  of  it  has  fallen  in.     Wc 

made  of  matting,  and  wheels  a  solid  preferred    rather    strolling   in    the 

block  of  circular  wood,  or  hollowed  environs  of   Oviedo  to  making  this 

out  so  as  to  leave  one  gigantic  spoke,  pilgrimage,   the  more  especially  as 

are  sights  that  still  tell  of  ages  now  we  had  a  considerable  drive  in  ston^ 

gone  by  in  other  countries.  for  us  the  same  afternoon   to  the 

The    authorities    certainly    were  small  but  politically  important  port 

not  niggardly  in  regard  to  fireworks  of  Avilez.     We  left  Oviedo  at  3  p.m., 

and  illuminations,  although  it  w^as  amid  the  first  cheers  which  we  had 

reported  that  the  Alcalde  had  an-  heard  in   the  place;    it  was  rather 

nounced    some    months   ago,  when  striking  to  mark  the  altered  aspect 

such  an  event  seemed  most  improb-  with  which  the  crowd  regarded  the 

able,  that  if  the  King  ever  came  to  King  after  he  had  passed  two  days 

Oviedo,  he  would  never  go  out  to  with  them,  and  the  evident  change 

receive  him.     That  worthy  had  most  in  their  feelings  towards  him.    There 

conspicuously    changed    his    mind ;  was  a  hearty  ring  in  the  vivas  of  the 

and  nothing  could    be    more   com-  common  people  as  he  drove  through 

plimcntary  or  loyal  than  the  attitude  them,  a  fact  which  only  tended  to 

of  the  local  functionaries.    Of  course  render  the  attitude  of  the  aristocracy 

• 

the  Casas  Solares,  or  huge  castellated  and  clergy    the  more   sulky.      The 

mansions  of  the  aristocracy,  looked  eortige^    consisting    of    the    King's 

gloomy    enough,  as  I  believe    they  carriage    and    three,    four    or    five 

always  do ;  but  the  rest  of  the  town  private    carriages,    and  a   diligence 

was  bright  and  gay.     On  one  trium-  and  eight  [mules,  rattled  at  a  lively 

phal  arch  was  inscribed  the  names  of  pace  up   and  down  the  steep  hill- 

the  Liberal  statesmen  of  Spain,  with  sides      and     through    the      lovely 

the  inscription — "  From  the  Radical  scenery    which    we    traversed    for 

party  to   Amadeus.''      On    another  more  than  three  hours  before  reach - 

was  quoted  the  well-known   phrase  ing  Avilez.     From  the  highest  divid- 

of  his  Majesty,   *^I  do  not  seek  to  ing   ridge  a  magnificent   view   was 

impose  myself  upon  a  loyal  people."  obtained   of    some    of    the    loftiest 

The  principal  square  was  brilliantly  peaks    of    the    sierra,    of    smiling 

lighted  up    at    night  with    colored  valleys    waving   with    Indian   corn, 

lamps ;  and  the  King  walked  freely  of  hillsides  clothed  with  chestnuts, 

among  the  crowd ;  while  children  col-  or  here  and  there   where   the    soil 

lected  in  groups  and  danced  to  the  was    barren,    in   sharp   contrast   to 

music  they  made  themselves  when  them,     rugged    heather-clad     braos 

the  band  was  not  playing  to  a  song  like   those   of    Wales   or   Scotland, 

the  constant  refrain  of  which  was  Here  for  the  first  time  I  saw  the  pea- 

**  Viva  la  liberad !  viva  Amadeo  /**  sautry    running    from    their    work 

The  King,  with  the  indefatigable  in    the  fields    to    come   and   kneel 

energy  that  characterises  him,  drove  by  the  wayside  as  the  King  passed — 

about  fifteen  miles  into  the  moun-  an  act  which  he  usually  made  signs 

tains  to  visit  the  Qovemment  cannon-  to  them  to  discontinue ;   bat  a  still 

foundry  of  Turbia,  situated  in  this  more  striking  characteristic  of  this 

somewhat  inaccessible  spot  in  con-  population  was  the  beauty  of  the 

VOL.    CXII. — NO.    DCLXXZIV.  2  L 


502                            The  Late  lloyal  Progress  in  Spain.  [Ocf. 

younger  portion  of  the  female  sex.  was  generally  a  grand  civic  banquet 

In  the  villages  we    passed   through  given  to  the  King  on  his  arrival  at 

tliis  was  very  apparent,  but  as  wo  each  town,  and  Avilez,  of    course, 

entered  the  town  of  Arilez,  it   ma-  offered  no   exception   to   this    rule, 

terially  enhanced  the  charms  of  the  His  Majesty  occupied  the  house  of 

very    enthusiastic    reception   which  the    father    of    the    deputy   to    Iho 

was  awaiting  us.       We  were  aware  Cortes,  and  in  front  of    it  a   large 

that  Avilez  was  as  notorious  for  its  crowd   stationed  itself  permanently 

loyalty  as  some  of  the  other  towns  around  the  band  which  played  inces- 

in   the  province    were   for   the    op-  santly.       Music,   rockets,    and  gay- 

\  .site  sentiment.       Out  of  its  small  coloured  lamps,  do  in  fact  form  the 

J  opulation    of    8000,    upwards     of  staple  elements  of  these  dcmonstra- 

SO   of    the   wealthiest  citizens    had  tions.       We    were    lodged    in    the 

signed    the    invitation  to  the    King,  house  of   a  worthy   city   dignitary, 

und  had  taken  a  prominent  part  in  who   combined  with   his    municipal 

(Tganising  the  reception.       The  de-  functions  the  honours  of   dramatic 

J  uty  for  the  town  is  a  warm  sup-  authorship,     and     I     thus    became 

porter   of    Zorilla,    and    the    conse-  possessed  of   a  complete  set  of  his 

jjuence   is,  that  the   political   senti-  works;    while   I   observed,    as    the 

iiicnt  of  the  place  is  mainly  Radical.  King  passed  under  his  balcony  on 

Hence    it    had     exhausted    all     its  his   way   to  embark,  that  my  kind 

energies  in  demonstrations  of  loyalty  host  was  showering  upon  him  hand- 

— and   the   balconies  were   literally  fuls   of    poems    printed   on   bright- 

( rammed  with  ladies,  whose  bright  coloured     paper,    and    written     ex- 

1  lughing  faces,  waving  pocket-hand-  pressly    for    the    occasion,-     From 

licrchicfs,  and  gay  not  to  say  gaudy  this   excellent   citizen  I  learnt   that 

(•i>loured      petticoats,      produced    a  the    annual    trade    with   Cuba  was 

i.iost    lively     and     brilliant     eflfect.  carried  on  by  nine  brigs  and  three 

Avilez  is  a  little-visited,  quaint,  pri-  ships ;    that  a  considerable  exporta- 

iiiitive   place,   composed  of   covered  tion  of  nuts  took  place  to  England ; 

.vrcades  and  balconies;  and  the  cor-  and    that    there    were    coal,    iron, 

<!ial     attitude    of      the    population  zinc     and     copper    mines     in     the 

i.iade  us  feel  at  home  at  once.      It  vicinity,     but     that     the      develop- 

was  amusing  to  see  the  King  walk  ment   of  the  local  resources  of  the 

r.bout    with   a   band    of    music    in  place    was    paralysed    by    the    ab- 

front,  and  a  crowd  behind,  led   by  sence  of  any  good  port.      Avilez  is 

j-ome    fifty    gentlemen      in     black  celebrated     in     history    for    having 

1  iiled  coats  and  white  ties,  keeping  given  its  name  to  Pedro  the  Cruel, 

up  an  incessant  fire  of   ticas  and  who    resided    in    a    house    which 

] auditory  comments.     First,    we  all  may  still  be  seen  ;    while  among  the 

v.ent  to   a  little   church   and    held  Casas  Solares,  those  of  the  Marquis 

}  ii^e    tapers    while     prayers    were  Sangrado  and  the  Marquis  St  lago 

•.  in^  on,  for  it  was  now  dark;    and  are   the  most  worth   seeing.       Tho 

liicn    the    King    visited    a   hospital  port   is   situated  three    miles   up  a 

( where  he  was  much  entertained  at  river,  whose  marshy  banks  are  dry 

finding    only    two     patients),    and  at  low  water,  and  is  spanned  by  a 

other      establishments,     while      we  quaint  old  bridge  with  lofty  centre 

stayed  on  the  plaza  to  see  the  fire-  arches,  where  the  navigation  ceases, 

works    and    illuminations,    and    all  A  large  crowd  of  gayly-dresseti  boats 

the    beauty    and    fashion     of    the  was  waiting  to  accompany  the  royal 

place    parading    up    and   down   in  barge;    the  few  craft  lying  in  the 

tront  of  the  Ayuntamiento.      There  little   dock   put  on    their    brightest 
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attiro ;  and  amid  the  usual  saluting  of  the  frigate.  The  huge  iron  rings 
the  aquatjic  procession  moved  off,  to  which  this  chain  was  attached 
quite  Venetian  in  its  character,  and  are  still  visible.  Steep  barren  hill- 
in  pleasing  contrast  to  our  former  sides  fall  precipitously  on  the  right 
experiences.  Our  little  flotilla,  con-  and  left  of  the  water's  edge ;  a  couple 
sisting  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  of  batteries  facing  each  other  guard 
boats,  many  of  them  full  of  ladies,  the  entrance.  Only  one  of  these 
was  an  hour  in  reaching  the  mouth  seemed  garrisoned,  and  belched  out 
of  the  river,  passing  through  charm-  its  volleys  of  salutes  as  we  approached, 
ing  scenery  to  the  establishment  of  St.  But  the  most  cheering  and  exciting 
Juiri,  where  the  King  was  expected  sight  to  British  eyes,  as  we  slowly 
to  land  in  order  to  visit  the  zinc-  turned  the  point,  and  the  whole  ex- 
mines,  visible  three  miles  distant  tent  of  the  harbour  opened  up  before 
beneath  lofty  clitfs  on  the  sea-shore,  us,  was  the  Mediterranean  fleet,  un- 
and  connected  with  this  spot  by  a  der  the  command  of  Sir  Hastings  Yel- 
tramway.  Unfortunately  tide  waits  verton,  waiting  to  receive  us.  Here 
foi*  no  m;in,  and  there  was  still  a  were  the  Lord  Warden,  Caledonia, 
shallow  bar  to  be  crossed,  so  a  dis-  Swiftsure,  Pallas,  and  Research, 
api)ointinent  on  all  sides  was  in-  ironclads — and  Aurora  and  Helicon, 
■cvitable.  These  zinc  -  mines  are  wooden  ships — anchored  in  two 
worth  seeing,  and  extend  for  some  lines,  with  yards  manned,  lying 
distance  beneath  the  bed  of  the  motionless  and  silent  until  we 
ocean.  The  tender  in  which  we  should  have  got  well  into  their 
embarked  for  the  Vittoria  was  lying  midst  before  thundering  out  their 
under  a  lofty  promontory  against  welcome.  The  presence  of  our 
which  the  Atlantic  waves  were  own  fleet  somewhat  disturbed  our 
beating,  making  hollow  echoes  in  doing  Fcrrol  as  conscientious  sight- 
its  cavernous  recesses.  A  lighthouse,  seers.  Whether  it  was  that  iron- 
crowds  of  gaily-dressed  ladies,  and  clads,  owing  to  their  construction, 
the  inevitable  band,  which  had  offer  a  •  greater  magnetic  attraction 
managed  to  scramble  up  to  its  sum-  than  narrow  Spanish  streets,  or  that 
init  in  time,  gave  quite  a  soft  and  there  was  really  nothing  to  see  on 
(•omf()rt:ible  character  to  this  wild  shore,  I  know  not,  but  we  decidedlv 
and  inhospitable  crag,  until  the  neglected  Ferrol  and  found  our- 
straiiis  of  music  and  the  waving  of  selves  more  than  compensated  by 
handkerchiefs  faded  from  hearing  the  generous  hospitality  we  received 
and  from  vision.  AVe  joined  the  on  board  the  British  flag- ship  for 
Vittoria  off  (iijon  after  a  somewhat  so  doing.  The  two  following  da3's 
rough  three  hours*  passage,  and  the  were  spent  in  an  unwearied  round 
same  evening  got  under  way  for  of  festivities  and  salutes.  The  King 
Ferrol,  which,  owing  to  the  extreme  entertained  the  Admiral  and  twenty 
narrowness  of  the  entry  and  the  hazy  of  the  officers  of  the  squadron  on 
weather  by  which  we  were  baffled,  shore ;  and  the  Admiral  gave  a  re- 
we  did  not  reach  until  four  on  the  turn  banquet  on  the  following  night 
following  afternoon.  The  narrow  to  his  Majesty  and  the  numerous 
channel  by  which  this  splendid  staff  of  officers  and  gentlemen  who 
land-locked  harbour  is  approached  were  accompanying  him,  following 
is  singularly  striking  at  one  point,  it  up  afterwards  with  an  illumina- 
where  in  old  times  a  chain  stretched  tion  of  the  fleet  and  some  cxperi- 
across  it  used  to  bar  its  entrance,  ments  in  night-signals.  Then  the 
Here  a  biscuit  might  be  thrown  King  paid  a  visit  by  day  to  the 
ashore  on  either  side  from  the  deck  flag-ship,   going  carefully  oTer  her; 
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and  watching  the  men  put  througli  part,  but  were  not  put  into  any 
their  gunnery-exercise.  The  naval  race  against  Spanish  boats*  crews. 
members  of  his  staff  seemed  dazzled  It  had  been  arranged  that  the 
by  the  whiteness  of  her  decks,  over-  Biitish  fleet  was  to  accompany  his 
whelming  the  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Majesty  from  Ferrol  to  Coninna,  a 
I'uget,  with  compliments,  and  ex-  distance  of  twelve  miles,  the  royal 
pressed  tlicir  imdisguised  wonder  frigate  leading.  The  spacious  har- 
and  admiration  at  the  perfection  of  hour  admitted  of  a  very  pretty  and 
all  her  arrangements.  His  Majesty  skillfully -executed  evolution,  which 
afterwards  visited  the  new  ironclad  enabled  the  English  squadron,  while 
Swiftsure,  where  Captain  Ward  ex-  the  Vittoria  was  getting  under 
plained  to  him  the  peculiar  charac-  way,  to  como  into  line  behind 
ter  and  advantiiges  of  her  style  of  her.  The  Lord  Warden,  under  the 
armament.  able  handling  of  Capteun  Brand- 
The  following  morning  the  Ad-  reth,  led  the  way  up  the  harbour, 
miral  and  a  large  party  accompanied  past  the  town  and  ramparts,  crowded 
His  Majesty  over  Ferrol  dockyard,  apparently  with  the  whole  male  and 
which  bears  a  desolate,  mournful  female  population,  and,  sweeping 
aspect  of  poverty  and  decay.  The  round  in  little  more  than  her  own 
arrangements  are  excellent  and  the  length,  was  followed  by  the  whole 
machinery  in  good  order ;  the  mis-  lieet  in  succession,  the  little  Helicon 
fortune  is  that  there  is  no  money  bringing  up  the  rear,  each  ship 
to  work  it,  and  that,  as  at  Turbia,  making  the  sharp  turn  with  per- 
a  great  reduction  of  workmen  has  feci  precision.  I'hc  Vittoria  at  this 
become  inevitable.  The  dilliculty  moment  opportunely  getting  under 
of  paying  the  wages  of  those  that  way,  the  curved  lino  gradually 
remain  is  so  great,  that  fifteen  straightened  out,  and  the  whole 
months'  wages  were  due  a  short  fleet  stood  majestically  out  to  sea, 
time  prior  to  our  vi;  it,  which  pro-  amid  the  booming  of  cannon  from 
iMih]y  would  not  have  been  so  agi*ee-  the  shore,  and  the  explosion  in  the 
able,  had  not  £')(\*)iH)  been  spent  air  of  innumerable  rockets.  The 
lu  satisfying  the  men.  For  this  eagerness  of  the  people  to  witness 
reason  an  ironclad  now  u[)on  the  so  unusual  and  magnificent  a  mgbt 
.stocks  at  Ferrol  cannot  be  com-  very  nearly  resulted  in  an  accident. 
pleted  The  p<)i)ulation  of  the  A  steam-launch,  full  of  ladies,  tow- 
town  consists  mainly  of  Govern-  ing  another  boat,  absorbed  in  con- 
ment  eiujflot/es,  or  of  those  con-  tcmplation  of  the  Vittoria,  and  mis- 
iiected  in  some  way  witli  the  estab-  calculating  apparently  their  speed 
lishmcnt  it  contains  about  10,000  and  distance,  got  suddenly  across 
inhabitant.%  but  though  imposing-  the  bows  of  the  Lord  Warden,  and 
looking  en  account  of  its  magnifi-  only  escaped  being  crushed  by  a 
cent  situation,  is  really  dull  and  miracle.  As  it  was,  the  wOmen 
uninteresting.  It  was  [trettily  de-  screamed,  and  several  of  the  men, 
corated  and  illuminated,  but  was  thinking  hnmodiate  annihilation  in- 
too  official  to  be  valuable  as  an  evitable,  jumped  overboard.  Thej 
jH'lication  of  public  feeling.  One  all  scrambled  back  into  the  boat  on 
A.f  tlie  pleasantest  episodes  of  our  seeing  her  remain  uninjured;  bnt 
:4:iy  here  was  a  cruise  round  the  one  got  sucked  under  the  Lord 
basin  in  the  steam-pinnace  of  the  Warden,  and  disappeared  for  so  Ions 
Swiftsure,  arriving  back  off  the  that  we  thought  he  was  drowned 
town  in  time  to  see  a  boat  regatta,  when  ho  came  to  the  surface  a  long 
iin  which  the  men  of  our  fleet  took  way  astern.    Meanwhile    life-buoys 
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were  thrown  overboard,  a  cutter 
lowered  in  less  than  a  minute,  and 
pulh'ng  towards  the  receding  head, 
which  threatened  every  moment  to 
sink  for  ever.  The  man,  however, 
made  a  gallant  struggle  for  life,  and 
was  picked  up  by  a  shore-boat  in  an 
exhausted  condition  just  as  the  Lord 
Warden's  cutter  had  reached  him. 
This  incident  took  place  in  the 
throat  of  the  channel,  and  a  few 
minutes  later  saw  us  clear  of  the 
entrance,  and  steaming  across  the 
mouth  of  the  gulf,  at  the  head  of 
which  Bctanzos  is  situated,  and 
on  the  opposite  shore  of  which 
the  town  of  Corunna  was  already 
visible ;  and  in  an  hour  more  we  re- 
ceived the  salutes  of  the  old  castle 
of  St.  Anton  and  the  fort,  pictur- 
esquely situated  on  the  rocky  island 
of  Santa  Cruz,  which  guards  the 
entrance.  Here  we  soon  received 
evidence  that  the  reception  was  to 
be  a  cordial  one.  The  ships  in  the 
harbour  were  dressed,  the  pier  fes- 
tooned, and  abundantly  decorated 
with  foliage,  flags,  and  triumphal 
arches,  and  crowded  with  people. 
Corunna  is  situated  on  a  promon- 
tory. The  old  town,  surrounded 
by  a  sea-wall,  contains  the  Ayun- 
tamiento  and  municipal  buildings, 
and  the  spot  interesting  to  Eng- 
lishmen, the  tomb  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  a  whitewashed  granite  mon- 
ument in  the  centre  of  a  grotesquely- 
arranged  garden — the  whole  kept 
up  at  the  expense  of  the  British 
Government,  and  completely  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  taste  which  at 
present  distinguishes  the  Board  of 
Works.  The  streets  of  the  old  town 
bear  witness  of  an  age  not  very 
remote,  when  wheeled  vehicles  were 
unknown  in  these  parts,  for  none  of 
them  are  evidently  intended  for 
anything  but  foot-passengers.  They 
are  flagged  with  broad  paving  stones, 
and  are  generally  too  steep  and 
narrow  to  drive  over.  A  broad 
open  space  and  terrace  separate  the 


quaint  old  town,  with  its  decaying 
battlements  and  its  very  ancient 
churches,  from  the  modern  quarter, 
and  from  the  highest  part  of  the 
ridge, where  an  immense  barrack,con- 
structed  at  an  expense  of  £220,000 
by  O'Donnell,  is  situated.  A  view  is 
obtained  over  the  Atlantic  in  one 
direction,  and  over  the  harbour  in 
the  other.  This  receptacle  for 
troops  possesses  the  additional  ad- 
vantage of  completely  commanding 
the  town  in  case  of  revolution. 
The  houses  on  the  quay  present 
a  really  handsome  but  somewhat 
peculiar  appearance  from  the  sea, 
as  the  balconies  with  which  they 
are  faced  from  top  to  bottom  are  all 
shut  in  with  glass,  thus  giving  them 
the  appearance  of  a  row  of  lofty 
conservatories.  The  capital  of  the 
province  of  Galicia,  Corunna,  con- 
tains a  population  of  nearly  30,000 
inhabitants,  and  is  deriving  a  con- 
siderable increase  to  its  material 
prosperity  from  the  large  quantities 
of  cattle  which  are  transported  to 
England  by  steamers  especially  con- 
structed for  the  purpose.  This 
trade,  which  has  only  sprung  into 
existence  during  the  last  ten  years, 
is  acquiring  a  rapid  extension  both 
here  and  at  Vigo,  and  is  likely  to 
prove  a  source  of  great  pecuniary 
benefit  to  the  peasantry.  The  cattle 
are  not  reared  in  large  droves,  but 
are  purchased  singly,  or  by  twos 
and  threes,  from  the  small  peasant 
owners  by  the  agents  at  the  sea- 
ports. Every  branch  of  rural  in- 
dustry is  so  antiquated  and  back- 
ward, and  the  country  people  are 
so  bigoted,  and  wedded  to  (he  habits 
and  customs  of  their  ancestors,  that 
farming  speculations  on  modem 
principles  might  prove  a  good  in- 
vestment where  land  and  labour 
are  so  cheap  and  a  market  so  acces.s- 
ible  as  that  of  England.  One  of 
the  most  interesting  historical  feat- 
ures of  Corunna  is  its  lighthouse; 
which  rises  to  a  height  of  803  feet 
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above  the  sea,  and  is  visible  for  12 
miles.     It    is    supposed   to   be   the 
successor  of  similar    edifices  which 
jijo  back  to  the  time  of  the  Photjnic- 
ijius,    and    from    which    the    town 
takes  its  anns,  and  some  think  its 
name.     These  former  consist  of  the 
lighthouse,  a  lamp,  a  skull  and  cross- 
bones,  and  eight  scallops,  in  honour 
of   St.   Jago.     To    the    Englishman 
the    to\m     possesses     an     especial 
historical  interest  not  only  as  being 
the    scene     of     Sir    John    Moore's 
victory,  but  the  port  in  which  the 
Spanish     Armada     refitted.     There 
was  a  grand  banquet  given  here  to 
the  King  by  the  captain-general  of 
the  j>rovince,  to  which  the  Admiral 
and  officers  of  the  fleet  were  invited, 
and  boxes  were  provided  afterwards 
for  the  whole  party  at  the  theatre, 
to    which    we    all    adjourned,   and 
fofind    a    brilliantly-filled      house. 
At  all  events,  whatever    might    be 
the  secret  sentiments  of  the  better 
<'lasses,    they     could     not    conceal 
their   curiosity,  but   turned  out   in 
gaily-dressed     crowds     to    gaze    at 
his     Majesty    as     he    entered    the 
royal    box,  and     to    api)laud    him 
vij^orously.     The  hidies  were  pretty 
and  well  dressed;  and  the  plan  of 
having  tiers  of  open   balconies   in- 
stead of  boxes  showed  them  ofl*  to 
advantage,  while  it  ftdde<l  much  to 
tlie    gaiety    and    brilliancy    of   the 
house.     'J'he   fact   is,  however,  that 
Torunna  is  largely  Republican  ;  and 
the   mayor   took   advantage   of  the 
occii^ion    to   read   a  most   insulting 
address  to  the   King,  to  which  his 
Majesty    deigned    no    reply.      Our 
expedition  was  now  di-awing  to  its 
<lose.      On   the  following  day   the 
whole    fleet    got    under   way  :    the 
Knglish   squadron,  formed  into  two 
lines,  accompanied  the  Vittoria  out 
to  Fca,  and  then,  with  final  salutes 
on    both   sides,   and  ringing  cheers 
from     the     strong-chested     IJritish 
tars,  we  sped  on  our  separate  ways, 
— the  fleet  to  cruise  for  a  week,  and 


then  put  in  to  Vigo  ;    and  wo  to 
return    to    Santander,   from  which 
place  the   King  proposed,   without 
delay,  to  take  the  rail  for  Madrid, 
so  as  to  arrive  in  the  capital  before 
the  day   of   the  elections.     It  is  a 
twenty -four    hours'     voyage    from 
Coruima  to  Santander  ;  but   a  fair 
wind  and  lovely  weather  enabled  us 
to  accomplish  it  in  a  little  less,  and 
to  land  at  the  charming  little  water- 
ing i)lace  of  Sardinero,  situated  just 
outside  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
in  time  for  dinner.      Here  the  King 
took    possession    of    the  house  in 
which  he  had  already  passed  a  fort- 
nighty  and  the  whole  gay  world  of 
Santander   came    flocking    in    little 
three-muled    onmibuses,    something 
like  Irish  jaunting-cars,  to  pay  their 
respects   to   his   Majesty,  who   had 
already  made  himself  popular  among 
them.     Still,  here  as  elsewhere   in 
the  Jiasquc   Provinces,  the  popula- 
tion is  divided  between  Kepublicanst 
and   Carlists,   and  the   strength   of 
the  monarchi(;al  and  constitutional 
party  lies  in  the  fact,  that  they  arc 
midwjiy  between  those  two  opposing 
extremes.     Our  ironcbid  homo  had 
now  done  its  work,  and  we  watched 
the  Vittoria  steam  away  to  join  the 
Spanish  fleet  at  the  Balearic  Islands. 
The   finest  frigate   in   the    Spanish 
navy,    she  was    built  by   AdmiraL 
then  Captain,   Ik'nmgcr,  who    lived 
in  England  for  four  years  to  super- 
intend her  construction.     This  tal- 
ented  officer  was   one  of  the  first 
to  "pronounce"  against  Queen  Isa- 
bella, two  years  ago,  in  the  harbour 
of  Cadiz,  and   is  now  an   Admiral 
and  the  Minister  of  Marine  of  the 
present    (iovernment.      lie   accom- 
panied   the    King    throughout    the 
tour  in   his   official  capacity ;  whBe 
Senor  Montero  Hios,   the  Minister 
of  (iraco  and  Justice,  also  joined 
tlie  party  for  a  day  or  two  at  Cox^ 
unna.     One  of  the  most  intcrestinr 
members   of  the  suite  was  (jSencnu 
Jhirgos,  the  aide-de-camp  who  was 
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in  the  carriage  with  the  King  and 
Queen  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
late  attempt  on  their  lives,  and  who, 
instantly  rising  up  and  pressing  the 
Queen  down  in  front  of  him,  inter- 
posed his  bulky  form  between  tlieir 
Majesties  and  the  fusilade  to  which 
throughout  the  whole  length  of  the 
narrow  street  they  were  subjected. 
The  gallantry  of  this  oflBcer  was  only 
equalled  by  the  perfect  coolness  ex- 
hibited by  the  King,  who,  indeed, 
**raade  his  proofs,"  as  the  French 
say,  at  Custozza,  when  he  held  a 
position  for  an  hour  and  a  half  under 
a  withering  fire,  losing  eight  hundred 
men  out  of  his  brigade,  and  refusing 
himself  to  be  removed  from  the 
front,  although  lying  dangerously 
wounded  by  a  ball  through  his 
body,  until  he  received  the  order  to 
retire. 

The  simultaneous  departure  of  the 
King  and  the  frigate  restored  the 
charming  little  watering-place,  of 
Sardinero,  in  which  I  am  writing 
this,  to  its  tranquil  and  accustomed 
habits.  It  is  only  within  the  last 
two  years  that  the  hygienic  advan- 
tages and  bathing  attractions  of  this 
romantic  bit  of  coast  have  begun  to 
force  themselves  upon  the  public; 
but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
Sardinero  is  destined  to  become  the 
most  frequented  watering-place  on 
the  north  coast  of  Spain,  as  it  cer- 
tainly is  the  most  desirable  as  a 
residence.  Separated  from  the  town 
of  Santander,  from  which  it  is  distant 
about  two  miles,  by  a  rocky  isthmus, 
the  road  thither  is  a  never-ending 
pleasure,  from  the  magnificent  points 
of  view  which  it  aftbrds  over  the 
town  itself;  the  spacious  harbor, 
well  stocked  with  shipping;  the 
lofty  mountain  -  ranges  rising  in 
precipitous  and  confused  masses 
into  the  clouds,  shutting  in  the 
prospect  on  the  one  side,  while  on 
the  other  stretches  the  abrupt  and 
rugged  coast  line,  with  its  bold  mas- 
sive headlands,  enclosing  here  and 


there  sandy  bays,  at  the  head  of  one 
of  which  lies  Sardinero,  consisting 
at  present  of  a  casino,  two  or  three 
hotels,  and  half  -  a  -  dozen  villas. 
There  is  a  constant  omnibus  com- 
munication kept  up  with  Santander ; 
and  twice  a-week  the  band  plays, 
and  draws  the  gay  world  from  that 
town  to  the  little  promenade  that 
overlooks  the  bathing  establish- 
ment. Here  the  upper  classes  dis- 
port themselves  in  the  waves,  into 
which  arc  buoyed  out  ropes  for  their 
safety ;  while  the  neighbouring  bay» 
separated  from  this  one  by  »  rocky 
promontory,  is  devoted  to  the 
peasantry,  who  flock  to  their  baths 
in  great  quantities  every  afternoon, 
and  perform  their  toilets  on  the  sea- 
beach  with  the  utmost  nonchalance^ 
trooping  into  the  water  in  large 
parties  of  twenty  at  a  time,  and 
generally  holding  hands,  in  gossa- 
mer costumes  of  old  under-garments. 
It  is  curious  to  watch  them  the 
moment  they  touch  the  water, 
dipping  their  hands  in  it  and  cross- 
ing themselves  reverently  as  a  pro- 
tection against  the  treachery  of  the 
waves.  But  the  pleasantest  way  of 
bathing  here  is  to  choose  your  own 
cavern  in  some  sequestered  corner 
of  the  rocks  as  your  dressing-room, 
and  plunge  into  the  Atlantic  out 
of  sight  of  the  bathing  world.  Al- 
though so  far  south,  the  climate  is 
much  cooler  and  more  bracing  in 
summer  than  in  many  French  water- 
ing-places; while  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  amidst  the  most  magnificent 
scenery,  abounding  in  picturesque 
villages  and  small  towns,  where 
insects  swarm  and  the  food  is  rank 
with  oil,  form  a  combination  of 
sweet  and  bitter  which  not  inaptly 
illustrates  the  same  mixture  in  an 
average  human  existence.  Sant- 
ander itself  is  a  thriving  seaport 
town  containing  some  25,000  in- 
habitants, the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  an  active  political  centre. 
At  the  elections,  which  have  just 
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taken  place,  the  Radical  candidate 
was  elected  without  opposition ; 
while,  in  September  1870,  it  was 
one  of  the  first  towns  in  Spain  to 
pronounce  against  the  late  Queen, 
and  got  itself  into  trouble  in  con- 
sequence ;  for  General  Galonge, whose 
iiamo  is  familiar  to  English  ears  in 
(!onnection  with  the  detention  of  the 
(Tcw  of  an  English  merchant-ship, 
advanced  upon  the  place  with  4000 
men,  and  after  a  short  resistance  on 
tlie  part  of  the  inhabitants,  who  de- 
fended their  barricades  after  the 
feeble  fashion  of  modern  revolu- 
tionists both  in  this    country  and 


France,  recaptured  it^  the  town 
losing  altogether  about  twenty  killed 
and  wounded,  and  inflicting  con- 
siderable loss  upon  the  Queen*s 
troops  as  thej  entered  by  firing 
upon  them  from  the  windows.  The 
triumph  of  Calonge  was  of  short 
duration,  for  Isabella's  flight  in- 
volved his  own,  and  the  town  re- 
covered its  liberties  and  is  now, 
together  with  the  rest  of  Spain,  only 
awaiting  the  moment  when  it  may 
prove,  by  making  another  revolu- 
tion, that  it  understands  how  to 
use  them. 
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THE    PARISIANS. 
BOOK    SECOND. — CHAPTER    I. 

It  is  several  weeks  after  the  date  by   forcing    down    his    hair   till    it 

of  the  last   chapter ;  the   lime-trees  reached  his  eyebrows.     He  no  longer 

in  the  Tuileries  are  clothed  in  green,  then  looked  like  the  same  man. 

In  a    somewhat  spacious    apart-  The  person  I  describe   has  been 

ment   on   the    ground-floor     in  the  already  introduced  to  the  reader  as 

♦juiet  locality  of   the  Rue  d'Anjou,  Graham  Vane.     But  perhaps  this  is 

ji    man   was  seated,  very   still,  and  the  fit  occasion  to  enter   into  some 

evidently  absorbed  in  deep  thought,  such  details  as  to  his  parentage  and 

before  a  writing-table  placed   close  position  as  may  make  the  introduc- 

to  the  window.  tion  more  satisfactory  and  complete. 

Seen  thus,   there  was  an  expres-  His  father,  the  representative  of 

sion  of  great  power  both  of  intellect  a  very  ancient  family,  came  into  pos- 

and    of  character  in  a   face  which,  session,    after  a   long  minority,    of 

in   ordinary  social  commune,  might  what  may  be  called  a  fair  squire's 

rather  be  noticeable  for  an  aspect  of  estate,  and  about  half  a  million   ia 

hardy  frankness,  suiting  well  with  moneyed  investments,  inherited  on 

the  clear>cut,  handsome  profile,  and  the    female    side.      Both   land   and 

the  rich  dark  auburn  hair,  waving  money  were  absolutely  at  his   dis- 

carelessly  over   one  of  those    broad  posal,    unencumbered    by  entail   or 

open  foreheads,  which,  according  to  settlement      He  was  a  man   of   a 

an  old  writer,  seem  the  **  frontispiece  brilliant,  irregular  genius,  of  prince- 

of  a  temple  dedicated  to  Honour."  ly  generosity,  of  splendid  taste,  of  a 

The  forehead,  indeed,was  the  man's  gorgeous  kind  of  pride  closely  allied 

most  remarkable  feature.  It  could  not  to  a  masculine  Icind  of  vanity.     A» 

but  prepossess  the  beholder.     When,  soon  as  he  was  of  age  he  b^n  to 

in  private  theatricals,   he  had  need  build,  converting    his   squired  hall 

to  alter  the  character  of  his  counte-  into  a  ducal  palace.     He  then  stood 

nance,  he  did  it  effectually,  merely  for  the  county ;  and  in  days  before* 
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the  first  Reform  Bill,  when  a  county  unchecked  by  reference  to  trustees, 
election  was  to  the  estate  of  a  can-  that  entails  and  settlements  on  chil- 
didate  what  a  lon<;  war  is  to  the  dren  were  an  inconvenience  he  de- 
debt  of  a  nation.  He  won  the  elec-  clined  to  incur, 
tion ;  he  obtained  early  successes  in  Besides,  he  held  notions  of  his 
Parliament.  It  was  said  by  good  own  as  to  the  wisdom  of  keeping 
authorities  in  political  circles  that,  children  dependent  on  their  father. 
if  he  chose,  he  mijrht  aspire  to  lead  "  What  numbers  of  young  men,** 
his  party,  and  ultimately  to  hold  said  he,  ^*  are  ruined  in  character  and 
the  first  rank  in  the  government  of  in  fortune  by  knowing  that  when 
his  country.  their  father  dies   they  are  certain  of 

That  may  or  may  not  be  true ;  the  same  provision,   no  matter  how 

but  certainly  he  did   not  choose  to  they     displease    him;    and    in   the 

take  the  trouble  necessary  for  such  meanwhile    forestalling    that  prori- 

an  ambition.      He  was  too  fond  of  sion  by  recourse  to  usurers."     These 

pleasure,  of  luxury,   of  pomp.     He  arguments  might  not  have  proTailed 

kept  a  famous  stud  of  racers  and  over  the  bride's  father  a  year  or  two 

hunters.    He  was  a  munificent  patron  later,  when,  by  the  death  of  inter- 

of    art      His     establishments,     his  voning  kinsmen,  he  became  Duke  of 

entertainments,  were  on  a  par  with  Alton;     but    in    his    then    circum- 

those  of  the  great  noble  who  repre-  stances    the    marriage    itself    was 

sented  the  loftiest  (Mr.  Vane  would  so  much   beyond    the    expectations 

not  own  it  to  be  the  eldest)  branch  which  the  portionless  daughter  of  a 

of  his  genealogical  tree.  sea-captain   has  the  right  to  fonn, 

He  became  indifferent  to  political  that  Mr.  Vane  had  it  all   his  own 

contests,  indolent  in  his  attendance  way,  and  he  remained  absolute  mas- 

at  the  House,  speaking  seldom,  not  ter  of  his  whole    fortune,    saTe  of 

at  great  length  nor  with  much  pre-  that    part  of  his    landed    estate  on 

paration,  but  with  power  and   fire,  which  his  wife's  jointure  was  settled ; 

ori^nality  and  genius ;    so  that  he  and  even  from  this  encumbrance  he 

was  not  only  effective  as  an  orator,  was  very  soon  freed.     His  wife  died 

but  combining  with   eloquence  ad-  in  tlie  second  3'ear  of  marriage  leaT- 

vantages  of   birth,  person,  station,  ing     an    only    son — (iraham.       He 

the  reputation  of  patriotic  indepen-  grieved  for  her  loss  with  all  the  pas- 

dencj,  and  genial  attributes  of  char-  sion  of  an   impres.sionable,    ardent^ 

iicter,  he  was  an  authority  of  weight  and  powerful  nature.    Then  for  a 

in  the  scales  of  party.  while  he  sought  distraction  to  his 

This  gentleman,    at   the   age    of  sorrow    by  throwing    himself    into 

forty,  married  the  dowerloss  daughter  public  life  with  a  devoted  energy  he 

of  a  poor  but  distinguished   naval  tiad  not  previously  displayed, 

officer,  of  a  noble  famfly,  first  cousin  His  speeches  served  to  bring  his 

to  the  Duke  of  Alton.  party  into  power,  and  he  yidded. 

He  settled  on  her  a  suitable  joint-  though  reluctantly,  to  the  unanimoiu 

ure,  but  decline<l  to  tie  up  any  por-  demand  of  that  party  that  he  should 

tion  of  his  property  for  the  benefit  accept  one  of  the  highest  ofBcea  in 

4)f  children  by  the  marriage.      He  the    new    (^abinet.       He    acquitted 

declared  that  so  much  of  his  fortune  himself  well  as  an  administrator,  but 

was  invested  either  in  mines,  tlie  pro-  declared,  no  doubt  honestly,  that  he 

duce  of  which  was  extremely  fiuctu-  felt  like  Sinbad  released  from  the 

ating,  or  in  various  funds,  over  rapid  old  man  on  his  back,  when,  a  year 

transfers  in  which  it  was  his  amuse-  or  two  aften\'ards,  he  went  out  df 

ment  and  his  interest  to  have  control,  office  with  his  part}*.      No  persua- 
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Bions  could  induce  hime  to  come  in  His  father  was  killed  by  a  fall 
again  ;  nor  did  he  ever  again  take  from  his  horse  in  hunting ;  and  whfen 
a  very  active  part  in  debate.  "No,"  his  affairs  were  investigated,  they  were 
said  he,  "I  was  born  to  the  freedom  found  to  be  hopelessly  involved — 
of  a  private  gentleman — intolerable  apparently  the  assets  would  not  suf- 
to  me  is  the  thraldom  of  a  public  fice  for  the  debts.  The  elder  Vane 
servant  But  I  will  bring  up  my  himself  was  probably  not  aware  of 
son  80  that  he  may  acquit  the  debt  the  extent  of  his  liabilities.  He  had 
which  I  decline  to  pay  to  my  coun-  never  wanted  ready-money  to  the 
try.'*  There  he  kept  his  word,  last  He  could  always  obtain  that 
Graham  had  been  carefully  educated  from  a  money-lender,  or  from  the  sale 
for  public  life,  the  ambition  for  it  of  his  funded  investments.  But  it 
dinned  into  his  ear  from  childhood,  became  obvious,  on  examining  his 
In  his  school- vacations  his  father  papers,  that  he  knew  at  least  l)ow 
made  him  learn  and  declaim  chosen  impaired  would  be  the  heritage  he 
specimens  of  masculine  oratory ;  en-  should  bequeath  to  a  son  whom  he 
gaged  an  eminent  actor  to  give  him  idolised.  For  that  reason  he  had 
lessons  in  elocution ;  bade  him  fre-  given  Graham  a  profession  in  diplo- 
quent  theatres,  and  study  there  the  macy,  and  for  that  reason  he  had 
effect  which  words  derive  from  looks  privatel)^  applied  to  the  Ministry 
and  gesture ;  encouraged  him  to  take  for  the  Viceroyalty  of  India,  in  the 
part  himself  in  private  theatricals,  event  of  its  speedy  vacancy.  He 
To  all  this  the  boy  lent  his  mind  was  eminent  enough  not  to  antici- 
with  delight.  lie  had  the  orator's  pate  refusal,  and  with  economy  in 
inborn  temperament;  quick,  yet  im-  that  lucrative  post  much  of  his  pe- 
aginative,  and  loving  the  sport  of  cuniary  difficulties  might  have  been 
rivalry  and  cohtest  Being  also,  in  redeemed,  and  at  least  an  indepen- 
his  boyish  years,  good-humoured  dent  provision  secured  for  his  son. 
and  joyous,  he  was  not  more  a  Graham,  like  Alain  de  Roche- 
favourite  with  the  masters  in  the  briant,  allowed  no  reproach  on  his 
schoolroom  than  with  boys  in  the  father's  memory — indeed,  with  more 
playground.  Leaving  Eton  at  seven-  reason  than  Alain,  for  the  elder 
teen,  he  then  entered  at  Cambridge,  Vane's  fortune  had  at  least  gone  on 
and  became,  in  his  first  term,  the  no  mean  and  frivolous  dissipation, 
most  popular  speaker  at  the  Union.  It  had  lavished  itself  on  encour- 
But  his  father  cut  short  his  acade-  agement  to  art — on  great  objects  of 
mical  career,  and  decided,  for  reasons  public  beneficence — on  public-spirit- 
of  his  own,  to  place  him  at  once  in  ed  aid  of  political  objects  ;  and  even 
Diplomacy.  He  was  attached  to  the  in  mere  selfish  enjoyments  there  was 
Embassy  at  Paris,  and  partook  of  the  a  certain  grandeur  in  his  princely 
pleasures  and  dissipations  of  that  hospitalities,  in  his  munificent  gen- 
metropolis  too  keenly  to  retain  much  erosity,  in  a  warmhearted  careless- 
of  the  sterner  ambition  to  which  he  ness  for  money.  No  indulgence  in 
had  before  devoted  himself.  Becom-  petty  follies  or  degrading  vices  ag- 
ing one  of  the  spoiled  darlings  of  gravated  the  offence  of  the  magni- 
fashion,  there  was  great  danger  that  ticent  squanderer, 
his  character  would  relax  into  the  "  Let  me  look  on  my  loss  of  for- 
easy  grace  of  the  Epicurean,  when  tune  as  a  gain  to  myself,**  said 
all  such  loiterings  in  the  Rose  Gar-  Graham,  manfully.  *^  Had  I  been 
den  were  brought  to  abrupt  close  by  a  rich  man,  my  experience  of  Paris 
a  rude  and  terrible  change  in  his  for-  tells  me  that  I  should  most  likely 
tunes.  have  been  a  very  idle  one.    Now 
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that  I  have  no  gold,  I  must  dig  in  the  elder  Vane  became    a   leading 

myself  for  iron/'  Minister  was  formed,    it  was  con- 

The  man  to  whom   he  said  this  sidered  a  great  object  to  secure  a 

was  an  uncle-in-law — if  I  maj  use  name  so  high  in  the  religious  world, 

that  phrase — ^the   Right  Hon.  Rich-  so  beloyed  by  the  working  classes, 

ard    King,    popularly    styled   **the  as  that  of   Richard  King;  and  he 

blameless  King.'^  accepted  one  of  those  places  whidi. 

This  gentleman  had  married  the  though  not  in   the  Cabinet,  confers 

sister  of    Graham's   mother,  whose  the  rank  of  Privy  Councillor, 

loss  in  his  infancy  and  boyhood  she  When  that  briif-liyed  Administra- 

had  tenderly  and  anxiously  sought  tion  ceased,  he  felt  the  same  sensa- 

to  supply.     It  is  impossible  to  con-  tion  of  relief   that  Vane  had    felt, 

coive  a  woman  more  fitted  to  invito  and   came  to    the   same  resolution 

love  and  reverence  than  was  Lady  never    again    to  accept  office,    bat 

Janet  King,   her  manners  were  so  from  different  reasons,  all  of  which 

sweet  and  gentle,  her  whole  nature  need  not  now  be  detailed.     Amongst 

so  elevated  and  pure.  them,     however,    certainly    this : — 

Her  father  had  succeeded  to  the  He  was  exceedingly  sensitive  to 
dukedom  when  she  married  Mr.  opinion,  thin-skinned  as  to  abuse, 
King,  and  the  alliance  was  not  and  very  tenacious  of  the  respect 
deemed  quite  suitable.  Still  it  was  due  to  his  peculiar  character  of 
not  one  to  which  the  Duke  would  sanctity  and  philanthropy.  He 
have  been  fairly  justified  in  refus-  writhed  under  every  newspaper 
ing  his  assent.  article  that  had  made  **  the  blame- 
Mr.  King  could  not,  indeed,  boast  less  King"  responsible  for  the  ini- 
of  noble  ancestry,  nor  was  he  even  quities  of  the  Government  to  whidi 
a  landed  proprietor ;  but  he  was  he  belonged.  In  th6  loss  of  ofHce 
:i  not  undistinguished  member  of  he  seemed  to  recover  his  former 
F^irliamcnt^  of  irreproachable  char-  throne. 

actcr,  and  ample  fortune  inherited  Mr.  King  heard  Graham^s  rcsolu- 
from  a  distant  kinsman,  who  had  tion  with  a  grave  approving  smile, 
enriched  himself  as  a  merchant  It  and  his  interest  in  tne  young  man 
was  on  both  sides  a  marriage  of  became  greatly  increased.  He  de- 
love,  voted  himself    strenuously    to    the 

It  is  popularly  said  that  a  man  object  of  saving   to   Graham  some 

uplifts  a  wife  to  his  own  rank ;  it  as  wrecks  of  his  paternal  fortunes,  and 

often  happens  that  a  woman  uplifts  having  a  clear  head  and  great  ez- 

her  husband  to  the  dignity  of  her  perience  in  the  transaction  of  busi- 

own  character.    Richard  King  rose  ness,  he  succeeded  beyond  the  moat 

greatly  in  public  estimation  after  his  sanguine  expectations  formed  by  the 

marriage  with  Lady  Janet  family  solicitor.    A  rich  manufiie- 

She   united  to    a  sincere  piety  a  turer  was  found  to  purchase  at  a 

very  active  and  a  very  enlightened  fancy  price  the  bulk  of  the  estate 

benevolence.     She  guided  his  am-  with    the  palatial  mansion,  which 

hition  aside  from  mere  party  politics  the  estate  alone  could  never  have 

into  subjects  of  social  and  religious  sufficed  to  maintain  with    suitable 

interest,  and  in  devoting  himself  to  establishments, 

these  he  achieved  a  position  more  So  that  when  all  debts  were  paid, 

popular  and  more  respected  than  he  Graham  found  himself  in  possession 

could  ever  have  won  in  the  strife  of  of  a  clear  income  of   alx>ut  £600 

party.  a-yoar,  invested  in  a  mortgage  ae- 

When  the  Government  of  which  cured  on  a  part  of  the  her^itarj 


1872.]  The  Paruiaru,— Boole  IL  613 

lands,  on  which  was  seated  an  old  death,   he  reassumed  his  place    lu 

hunting-lpdge  bought  by  a  brewer.  society.     If  before  courted  for  his 

With  this  portion  of  the  property  expectations,   he  was  still    courted 

Graham  parted  very  reluctantly.    It  for  himself ;  by  many  of  the  great 

was  situated  amid    the    most    pic>  who  had  loved  his  father,  perhaps 

turesque  scenery  on  the  estate,  and  even  courted  more, 
the  lodge  itself  was  a  remnant  of        He  resigned  the  diplomatic  career, 

the    original    residence  of    his    an-  not  merely  because  the  rise  in  that 

cestors  before  it  had  been  abandoned  profession  is  slow,  and  in  Ihe  inter- 

for  that  which,  built  in  the  reign  of  mediate  steps  the  chances    of  dis- 

Elizabeth,  had  been  expanded   into  tinction    are    slight    and    few,   but 

a  Trentham-likc  palace,  by  the  last  more  because  he  desired  to  cast  his 

owner.  lot  in   the  home  country,   and  re- 

But  Mr.  King^s  argument  recon-  garded  the  courts  of  other  lands  as 

oiled  him  to  the  sacrifice.     **I  can  exile. 

manage,"  said  the  prudent  adviser,  It  was  not  true,  however,  as  Le- 
*'  if  you  insist  on  it,  to  retain  that  mercier  had  stated  on  report^  that  he 
remnant  of  the  hereditary  estate  lived  on  his  pen.  Curbing  all  his 
which  you  are  so  loath  to  part  with,  old  extravagant  tastes,  £500  a-year 
But  how  ?  by  mortgaging  it  to  an  amply  supplied  his  wants.  But  he 
extent  that  will  scarcely  leave  you  had  by  his  pen  gained  distinction, 
£50  a-year  net  from  the  rents.  This  and  created  great  belief  in  his  abili- 
is  not  all.  Your  mind  will  then  be  ties  for  a  public  i  career.  He  had 
distracted  from  the  large  object  of  a  written  critical  articles,  read  with 
career  to  the  small  object  of  retain-  much  praise,  in  periodicals  of  autho- 
ing  a  few  family  acres;  you  will  rity,  and  had  published  one  or  two 
be  constantly  hampered  by  private  essays  on  political  questions,  which 
anxieties  and  fears :  you  could  do  had  created  yet  more  sensation.  It 
nothing  for  the  benefit  of  those  was  only  the  graver  literature,  con? 
around  you  —  could  not  repair  a  nected  more  or  less  with  his  ulti- 
farmhouse  for  a  better  class  of  ten-  mate  object  of  a  public  career,  in 
ant — could  not  rebuild  a  labourer*s  which  he  had  thus  evinced  his 
dilapidated  cottage.  Give  up  an  talents  of  composition.  Such  writings 
idea  that  might  be  very  well  for  a  were  not  of  a  nature  to  bring  him 
man  whose  sole  ambition  was  to  much  money,  but  they  gave  him  a  de- 
rcmain  a  squire,  however  beggarly,  finite  and  solid  station.  In  the  old 
Launch  yourself  into  the  larger  time,  before  the  first  Reform  Bill,  his 
world  of  metropolitan  life  with  en-  reputation  would  have  secured  him 
crgies  wholly  unshackled,  a  mind  at  once  a  seat  in  Parliament;  but 
wholly  undisturbed,  and  secure  of  the  ancient  nurseries  of  statesmen 
an  income  which,  however  modest,  are  gone,  and  their  place  is  not  sup- 
is  equal  to  that  of  most  young  men  plied. 

who    enter     that    world     as    your        He  had  been  invited,  however,  to 

equals.  ^^  ,  stand  for  more  than  one  large  and 

Graham  was  convinced,  and  yield-  populous    borough,   with    very  fair 

cd,   though  with  a  bitter  pang.     It  prospects  of  success ;  and  whatever 

is  hard  for  a  man   whose  fathers  the  expense,  Mr.  King  had  offered 

have  lived  on  the  soil  to  give  up  all  to   defray   it     But  Graham  would 

trace    of    their    whereabouts.      But  not   have  incurred  the  latter  obli- 

none  saw  in  him  any  morbid  con-  gation ;    and  when  he  learned  the 

sciousness    of    change    of    fortune,  pledges  which  his  supporters  would 

when,    a    year    after    his    father^s  have  exacted,    he  would  not  have 
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stood  if  success  had  been  certain  And  now  a  new  change  in  his 
and  the  cost  nothing.  *^  I  cannot,'^  life  befell  him.  Lady  Janet  died  of 
he  said  to  his  friends,  '*go  into  the  a  fever  contracted  in  her  habitual 
consideration  of  what  is  best  for  the  rounds  of  charity  among  the  houses 
country  with  my  thoughts  man-  of  the  poor.  She  had  been  to  him 
acled ;  and  I  cannot  be  both  re-  as  the  most  tender  mother,  and  a 
presentative  and  slave  of  the  greatest  lovelier  soul  than  hers  never  alight- 
ignorance  of  the  greatest  number,  cd  on  the  earth.  His  grief  was  in- 
I  bide  my  time,  and  meanwhile  I  tense  ;  but  what  was  her  husband's  ? 
prefer  to  write  as  I  please,  rather  — one  of  those  griefs  that  kill, 
than  vote  as  I  donH  please."  To  the  side  of  Richard  King  his 

Three     years    went    by,    passed  Janet  had  .been  as    the    guardian 

chiefly  in  England,  partly  in  travel ;  angel.     His  love  for  her  was  almost 

and  at  the  age  of  thirty  Graham  worship — with  her,  every  object  in 

Vane  was  still  one  of  those  of  whom  a  life  hitherto  so  active  and  useful 

admirers  say,    "He  will  be  a  great  seemed  gone.     He  evinced  no  noisy 

man  some  day ;"  and  detractors  re-  passion  of  sorrow.     He  shut  him- 

ply,  "Someday  seems  a  long  way  oft*."  self  up,   and  refused  to    see  even 

The  same  fastidiousness  which  Graham.  Hut  after  some  weeks 
had  operated  against  that  entrance  had  passed,  he  admitted  the  clergy- 
into  Parliament  to  which  his  ambi-  man  in  whom,  on  spiritual  matters, 
tion  not  the  less  steadily  adapted  he  habitually  confided,  and  seemed 
itself,  had  kept  him  free  from  tlie  consoled  by  the  visits ;  then  he  sent 
perils  of  wedlock.  In  his  heart  he  for  his  lawyer,  and  made  his  will; 
yearned  for  love  and  domestic  life,  after  which  he  allowed  Graham  to 
but  he  had  hitherto  met  with  no  call  on  him  daily,  on  the  conditioD 
one  who  realised  the  ideal  he  had  that  tlicre  should  be  no  reference  to 
formed.  With  his  person,  his  ac-  his  loss.  He  spoke  to  the  young 
complishments,  his  connections,  and  man  on  other  subjects,  rather  drmw- 
his  repute,  he  might  have  made  ing  hhn  out  about  himself,  sounding 
many  an  advantageous  marriage,  his  opinion  on  various  grave  matters^ 
But  somehow  or  other  the  charm  watching  his  face  while  he  qifes- 
vanished  from  a  fair  face,  if  the  tioned,  as  if  seeking  to  dive  into 
shadow  of  a  money-bag  fell  on  it;  his  heart,  and  sometimes  patheti- 
on  the  other  hand,  his  ambition  cally  sinking  into  silence,  broken 
occupied  so  large  a  share  in  his  but  by  sighs.  So  it  went  on  for  a 
thoughts  that  he  would  have  fled  few  more i weeks;  then  he  took  the 
in  time  from  the  temptation  of  a  advice  of  his  physician  to  seek 
marriage  that  would  have  over-  change  of  air  and  scene.  He  went 
weighted  him  beyond  the  chance  away  alone,  without  even  a  serrmnt^ 
of  rising.  Added  to  all,  he  desired  not  leaving  word  where  he  had 
in  a  wife  an  intellect  that,  if  not  gone.  After  a  little  while  he  re- 
equal  to  his  own,  could  become  so  turned,  more  ailing,  more  broken 
by  sympathy  —  a  imion  of  high  than  iMjfore.  One  morning  he  was 
culture  and  noble  aspiration,  and  found  insensible — stricken  by  pan- 
yet  of  loving  womanly  sweetness  lysis.  He  regained  consciousness, 
which  a  man  seldom  finds  out  of  and  even  for  some  days  rallied 
books;  and  when  he  does  find  it,  strength.  He  might  have  recovered, 
perhaps  it  does  not  wear  the  sort  of  but  he  seemed  as  if  he  tacitly  re- 
face  that  he  fancies.  Be  that  as  it  fused  to  live.  He  expired  at  last, 
may,  Graham  was  still  unmarried  peacefully,  in  Graham*s  arms. 
and  heart-whole.  At  the  opening  of  his  will,  it  was 
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found  that  he  had  left  Graham  his  character    of    his    pursuits,    as    of 

solo    heir    and    executor.  .  Deduct-  his  writings,  was  certainly  not  that 

ing  Government  duties,   legacies  to  of    a  sentimentalist.     He    had    not 

servants,   and  donations  to    public  thus  visited  the  tomb  till  Richard 

charities,    the  sum   thus  bequeath-  King  had  been    placed    within    it. 

cd  to  his  lost  wife's  nephew  was  Yet  his  love  for  his  aunt  was  un- 

two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  speakably  greater  than  that  which 

pounds.  he  could  have  felt  for  her  hlisband. 

With    such    a    fortune,    opening  Was  it,   then,  the  husband  that  he 

indeed  was  made  for  an  ambition  so  much  more  acutely  mourned ;  or 

so  long    obstructed.     But    Graham  was  there  something  that,  since  the 

affected  no  change  in  his  mode  of  husband's  death,  had  deepened  his 

life;   he  still   retained    his  modest  reverence  for  the  memory  of    her 

bachelor's  apartments — engaged   no  whom  he  had  not  only  loved  as  a 

servants — bought  no  horses — in   no  mother,  but  honoured  as  a  saint  ? 
way   exceeded    the  income  he  had        These  visits  to  the  cemetery  did 

possessed  before.     He  seemed,    in-  not  cease  till  Graham  was  confined 

deed,  depressed  rather  than   elated  to  his  bed  by  a  very  grave  illness — 

by  the  succession  to  a  wealth  which  the  only  one  he  had   ever  known, 

he  had  never  anticipated.  His  physician  said  it  was  nervous 

Two  children  had  been  born  from  fever,  and  occasioned  by  moral  shock 

the  marriage  of  Richard  King  ;  they  or  excitement ;  it  was  attended  with 

had  died  young,  it  is  true,  but  Lady  delirium.     His  recovery  was    slow, 

flanet  at  the  time  of  her  own   de-  and  when  it  was  sufficiently  com- 

cease  was  not  too  advanced  in  years  pleted  he  quitted  England ;  and  wo 

for  the    reasonable    expectation    of  find  him  now,  with  his  mind  com- 

other    offspring ;     and     even    after  posed,  his  strength  restored,  and  his 

Richard   King  became    a    widower,  spirits  braced,  in  that  gay  city  of 

he  had  given  to  Graham  no  hint  of  Paris,  hiding,  {Perhaps,  some  earnest 

his  testamentary  dispositions.     The  purpose  amidst  his  participation  in 

young  man   was    no    blood-relation  its  holiday  enjoyments, 
to  him,  and  naturally  supposed  that        He  is  now,  as  I  have  said,  seated 

such  relations  would  become  the  heirs,  before    his    writing-table    in     deep 

liut  in  truth   the  deceased   seemed  thought.      He    takes     up    a    letter 

to  have  no  near  relations — none  had  which  he  had  already  glanced  over 

ever  been    known    to    visit    him —  hastily,  and  reperuses  it  with  more 

none  raised  a  voice  to  question  the  care, 
justice  of  his  will.  The  letter  is  from  his  cousin,  the 

Lady  Janet  had  been   buried  at  Duke  of  Alton,  who  had  succeeded 

Kensal   Green ;   her  husband's    re-  a    few    years    since   to  the  family 

mains    were    placed    in    the     same  honours — an  able  man,  with  no  small 

vault.  degree    of    information,    an    ardent 

For  days  and  days  Graham  went  politician,  but  of  very  rational  and 

his  way  lonelily  to    the    cemetery,  temperate  opinions ;  too  much  occu- 

}Ie  might  be  seen  standing  motion-  pied    by    the    cares  of    a  princely 

less  by  that  tomb,  with  tears  rolling  estate  to  covet  office  for  himself ; 

down  his  cheeks ;  yet  his  was  not  a  too   sincere  a  patriot  not  to  desire 

weak  nature — not  one  of  those  that  office  for  those  to  whose  hands  he 

love  indulgence  of  irremediable  grief,  thought  the  country  might  be  most 

On  the  contrary,  people  who  did  not  safely  intrusted — an  intimate  friend 

know  him  well  said  *^  that  he  had  of  Graham's.     The  contents   of  the 

more   head    than    heart,"    and    the  letter  are  these : — 
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My  dear  Graham, — I  trust  that  which  you  wero  compelled  to  sell 
you  will  welcome  the  brilliant  open-  at  your  father*s  death — ^the  old 
ing  into  public  life  which  these  lines  manufacturer  gripes  them  too  fbrmlv 
are  intended  to  announce  to  you.  to  loosen  his  hold;  and  after  all, 
Vavasoiu*  has  just  been  vnih,  me  to  even  were  your  income  double  what 
say  that  he  intends  to  resign  his  seat  it  is,  you  would  be  overhoused  in 
for  the  county  when  Parliament  the  vast  pile  in  which  your  father 
meets,  and  agreeing  with  mo  that  buried  so  large  a  share  of  his  for- 
there  is  no  one  so  fit  to  succeed  him  tune.  But  that  beautiful  old  hunt- 
as  yourself,  he  suggests  the  keeping  ing-lodgc,  the  Stamm  SchloM  of 
his  intention  secret  until  you  liave  your  family,  with  the  adjacent 
arranged  your  committee  and  are  farms,  can  be  now  repurchased 
j)reparcd  to  take  the  field.  You  very  reasonably.  The  brewer  who 
cannot  hope  to  escape  a  contest ;  but  bought  them  is  afflicted  with  an 
[  have  examined  the  Register,  and  extravagant  son,   whom    he   placed 

the  party  has  gained  rather    than    in  the Hussars,  and  will  gladly 

lost  since  the  last    election,   when  sell  the  property  for  £5000  more 

Vavasour  was   so  triumphantly  re-  than  he  gave :  well  worth  the  diffb- 

turned.  rence,  as  he  has  improved  the  farm- 

The    expenses    for    this    county,  buildings    and    raised     the    rental. 

where  there  are  so  many  out- voters  1  think,  in  addition  to  the  sum  you 

to  bring  up,  and  so  many  agents  to  have  on  mortgage,  £23,000  will  be 

retain,  are  always  large  in  compari-  accepted,  and  as  a  mere  investment 

son  with  some  other  counties ;  but  pay    you    nearly    three    per    cent. 

that  consideration    is    all    in    your  \\\xi  to  you  it  is  worth  more  than 

favour,  for  it  deters  Squire  llunston,  double  the  money ;   it    once   more 

the  only  man  who  could  beat  you,  identifies  your  ancient  name    with 

from  starting ;  and  to  your  resources  the    county.        You    would    bo    a 

a  thousand  pounds  more  or  less  are  greater    personage    with    that    mo- 

a  trifle  not  worth  discussing.     You  derate  holding    in    the    district    in 

know  how  difficult  it  is  nowadays  which  your  race  took  root,  and  on 

to  find  a  seat  for  a  man  of  moderate  which  your  father^s    genius    threw 

opinions  like  yours  and  mine.     Our  such  a  lustre,    than  you  would  be 

county  would  exactly  suit  you.    The  if    you    invested    all    your    wealth 

constituency  is  so    evenly    divided  in  a  county  in  which  every  squiro 

between  the  urban  and  rural  popu-  and  farmer  would  call    you    '•  the 

lations,  that  its  rei)resentative  must  new  man."     Pray   think   over   this 

fairly  consult  the  interests  of  both,  most  seriously,   and  instruct    your 

He  can   be  neither    an    ultra-Tory  solicitor  to  open  negotiations  with 

nor  a  violent  RadicaL     He  is  left  to  the  brewer  at  once.     But  rather  put 

the  enviable  freedom,  to  which  you  yourself  into   the  train,  and   come 

say  yon  as[)ire,  of  considering  what  back  to  England    straight    to    me. 

is  best  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  1    will  ask  Vavasour  to  meet  you. 

Do  not  lose  so  rare    an    oppor-  What    news    from    Paris?    Is    the 

tunity.     There  is  but  one  drawback  £mperor  as  ill  as  the  papers  insin- 

to    your    triumphant    candidature,  uate  t     And    is    the    revolutionary 

It  will   be  snid  that  you  have  no  party  gaining  ground  ? — Your  affec- 

longcr  an  acre    in    the    county    in  tionate  cousin,                      Alton. 
which  the  Vanes  have  been  settled 

so    long.     That    drawback    can    be  As    he    put    down    this    letter, 

removed.     It  is  true  that  you  can  Ciraham  heaved  a  short    impatient 

never  hope  to  buy  back  the  estates  sigh. 
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*'*'  The    old    Stamm    Sehloas,''^  he  them  took  that  name  from  her  pa-' 

muttered — **  a  foot  on  the  old  soil  rents,  and  was  also  christened  Lou- 

once  more  1   and  an  entrance  into  ise." 
the    great   arena    with    hands    un-        "Ah — Louise!" 
fettered.     Is  it  possible  I — is  it— is        "  Yes,  the  daughter  of  a  perfumer, 

it  ?"  aged  twenty-eight   She,  therefore,  is 

At  this  moment  the  door-bell  of  not  the  Louise  you  seek.   Permit  me 

the  apartment  rang,  and  a  servant  to  refer  to  your  instructions."    Here 

whom   Graham  had  hired  at  Paris  M.    Kenard  took   out  a  note-book, 

as    a   laquais    de  place    announced  turned  over  the  leaves,  and  resumed 

"  Ce  MoTisieur^  — "  Wanted,  Louise  Duval,  daughter 

Graham    hurried  the  letter   into  of  Auguste  Duval,  a  French  draw- 

his  portfolio,  and  said,  **  You  mean  ing-master,    who    lived    for    many 

the  person  to  whom  I  am  always  at  years  at  Tours,  removed  to  Paris  in 

home  r  1845,  lived  at  No.  12  Rue  de  S 

^   "  The  same.  Monsieur."  at  Paris  for  some  years,  but  af ter- 

"  Admit  him,  of  course."  wards  moved  to  a  different  quartur 

There  entered  a  wonderfully  thin  of  the  town,  and  died,  1848,  in  Rue 

man,  middle-aged,  clothed  in  black,  L ,   No.    39.     Shortly  after  his 

his  face  cleanly  shaven,  his  hair  cut  death,  his  daughter  Louise  left  that 
very  short,  with  one  of  those  faces  lodging,  and  could  not  be  traced, 
which,  to  use  a  French  expression.  In  1849  official  documents  reporting 
say  "  nothing.  "  It  was  absolutely  her  death  were  forwarded  from  Mu- 
without  expression — it  had  not  even,  nich  to  a  person  (a  friend  of  yours, 
despite  its  thinness,  one  salient  fea-  Monsieur).  Death,  of  course,  taken 
ture.  If  you  had  found  yourself  for  granted  ;  but  nearly  five  years 
anywhere  seated  next  to  that  man,  afterwards,  this  very  person  on- 
your  eye  would  have  passed  him  countered  the  said  Louise  Duval  at 
over  as  too  insignificant  to  notice ;  Aix  la-Chapelle,  and  never  heard  nor 
if  at  a  cafe^  you  would  have  gone  on  saw  more  of  her.  Demande  sub- 
talking  to  your  friend  without  low-  mittcd,  to  find  out  said  Louise  Duval 
ering  your  voice.  What  mattered  or  any  children  of  hers  bom  in 
it  whether  a  bete  like  that  over-  1848-9;  supposed  in  1852-8  to  have 
heard  or  not  ?  Had  you  been  asked  one  child,  a  girl,  between  four  and 
to  guess  his  calling  and  station,  you  five  years  old.  Is  that  right,  Mon- 
might  have  said,  minutely  observing  sieur  ?" 
the  freshness  of  his  clothes  and  the  **  Quite  right." 
undeniable  respectability  of  his  tout  "  And  this  is  the  whole  informa- 
ememhU^  "  He  must  be  well  off,  and  tion  given  to  me.  Monsieur  on  giv- 
with  no  care  for  customers  on  his  ing  it  asked  me  if  I  thought  it  desir- 
mind — a  ci-decant  chandler  who  fias  able  that  he  should  commence  in- 
retired  on  a  legacy."  quiries    at    Aix- la-Chapelle,    where 

Graham   rose  at  the  entrance  of  Louise  Duval  was  last  seen  by  the 

his  visitor,  motioned  him  courteously  person   interested   to  discover   her. 

to  a   seat   beside  him,   and   waiting  I  reply.    No  ;    pains  thrown    away, 

till   the  laqiuils  had  vanished,  then  Aix-la-Chapelle  is  not  a  place  where 

asked  "  What  news  ?"  any  Frenchwoman  not  settled  there 

"None,    I   fear,  that  will   satisfy  by   marriage   would    remain.      Nor 

Monsieur.     I  have  certainly  hunted  does  it  seem  probable  that  the  said 

out,  since  I  had  last  the  honour  to  Duval   would  venture  to   seleot  for 

see  you,  no  less  than  four  ladies  of  her  residence  Munich,  a  city  in  which 

the  name  of  Duval,  but  only  one  of  she  had  contrived  to  obtain  certifi- 
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cates  of  her  death.   A  Frenchwoman  failed,  and   even  then  with   reluc- 

who  has  once  known  Paris  always  tance." 

wants  to  get  back  to  it ;  especially,        "  Quite  so.      Accordingly,   Mon- 

Monsicur,   if    she    has   the  beauty  sieur  delegates  to  me,  who  have  been 

which  you  assign  to  this  lady.     I  recommended  to  him  as  the   best 

therefore  suggested  that  our  inqui-  person  he  can  employ  in  that  de- 

ries  should  commence  in  this  capi-  partment  of  our  police  which  is  not 

tal.     Monsieur  agreed  with  me,  and  connected   with    crime   or    political 

1  did  not  grudge  the  time  necessary  snrreUlance,  a  task  the  most  diffi- 

for  investigation.'*  cult.  I  liave,  through  strictly  private 

"  You  were  most  obliging.     Still  investigations,   to  discover  tne  ad- 

T  am  beginning  to  bo  impatient  if  dress  and  prove  the  identity  of  a 

time  is  to  be  thrown  away.''  lady  bearing  a  name  among  the  most 

'*  Naturally.  Pennit  me  to  return  common  in  France,  and  of  whom 
to  my  notes.  Monsieur  informs  me  nothing  has  been  heard  for  fifteen 
that  twenty -one  years  ago,  in  184H,  years,  and  then  at  so  migratoTY  an 
the  Parisian  police  were  instruct^'d  endroit  as  Aix-la-Chapello.  xou 
to  find  out  this  lady  and  failed,  but  will  not  or  cannot  inform  me  if 
gave  hopes  of  discovering  her  through  since  that  time  the  lady  has  changed 
her  relations.  He  asks  me  to  refer  her  name  by  marriage.'* 
to  our  archives ;  I  tell  him  that  is  ^^  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that 
no  use.  However,  in  onler  to  oblige  she  has;  and  there  are  reasons 
him,  I  do  so.  No  trace  of  such  in-  against  the  supposition  that  she 
(juiry — it  must  have  been,  as  Mon-  married  after-l 849." 
sieur  led  me  to  suppose,  a  strictly  **  Permit  mo  to  observe  that  the 
private  one,  imconnected  with  crime  more  details  of  information  Hon- 
or with  politics ;  and  as  1  have  the  sieur  can  give  me,  the  easier  my  task 
honour  to  tell  Monsieur,  no  record  of  research  will  be." 
of  such  investigations  is  preserved  ''  1  have  given  you  all  tlie  details 
in  the  Rue  Jerusalem,  (ireat  scandal  I  can,  and,  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
would  there  be,  and  injury  to  the  tracing  a  person  with  a  name  so 
})eace  of  families,  if  we  preserved  much  the  reverse  of  singular,  I  ad- 
the  results  of  private  inquiries  in-  opted  your  advice  in  our  first  inter- 
trusted  to  us — by  absurdly  jealous  view,  of  asking  some  Parisian  friend 
husbands,  for  instance.  Honour,  of  mine,  with  a  large  acquaintance  in 
Monsieur,  honour  forbids  it.  Next  the  miscellaneous  societies  of  your 
I  suggest  to  Monsieur  that  his  ca])ital,  to  inform  me  of  any  ladies 
simplest  ]>1an  would  be  an  advertise-  of  that  name  whom  he  might  chance 
ment  in  the  French  journals,  stating,  to  encounter ;  and  he,  like  you,  has 
if  1  understand  him  right,  that  it  is  lighted  upon  one  or  two,  who,  alas! 
for  the  pecuniary  interest  of  Madame  resemble  the  right  one  in  name,  and 
or  Mademoiselle  Duval,  daughter  of  nothing  more." 

Augustc    Duval,    orfistt'  en    ihnnin^         "  You    will    do    wisely    to    keep 

to  come  forward.     Monsieur  objects  him  on  the  watch  as  well  as  myself. 

to  that."  If    it   were  but  a  murderess  or  a 

*'  1   object  to  it   extremely ;  as  I  political  incendiary,  then  you  might 

have  told  you,  this  is  a  strictly  con-  trust   exclusively  to  the  enlighten- 

fidential  inquiry,  and  an   advertise-  ment  of  our  corps^   but  this  seems 

ment,  which  in  all  likelihood  would  an    affair   of    sentiment,   Monsieur. 

he  practically  useless  (it  j>roved  to  Sentiment  is  not  in  our  way.     Seek 

be  so  in  a  former   incpiiry),  would  the  trace  of   that  in  the  haunts  of 

not   be  resorted    to   unless  all   else  pleasure." 
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M.  Renard,  having  thus  poetically 
delivered  himself  of  that  philoso- 
phical dogma,  rose  to  depart. 

Graham  slipped  into  his  hand  a 
bank-note  of  sufficient  value  to  jus- 
tify the  profound  bow  he  received  in 
return. 

When  M.  Renard  had  gone, 
Graham  heaved  another  impatient 
sigh,  and  said  to  himself,  ^^  No,  it 
is  not  possible — at  least  not  yet." 

Then,  compressing  his  lips  as  a 
man  who  forces  himself  to  some- 
thing he  dislikes,  he  dipped  his  pen 
i|ito  the  inkstand,  and  wrote  rapidly 
thus  to  his  kinsman  : — 

My  dear  Cousin, — I  lose  not  a 
post  in  replying  to  your  kind  and 
considerate  letter.  It  is  not  in  my 
power  at  present  to  return  to  Eng- 
land. I  need  not  say  how  fondly 
I  cherish  the  hope  of  representing 
the  dear  old  county  some  day.     If 


Vavasour  could  be  induced  to  defer 
his  resignation  of  the  seat  for  an- 
other session,  or  at  least  for  six  or 
seven  months,  why  then  I  might 
be  free  to  avail  myself  of  the  open- 
ing; at  present  I  am  not  Mean- 
while I  am  sorely  tempted  to  buy 
back  the  old  Lodge — probably  the 
brewer  would  allow  me  to  leave  on 
mortgage  the  sum  I  myself  have  on 
the  property  and  a  few  additional 
thousands.  I  have  reasons  for  not 
wishing  to  transfer  at  present  much 
of  the  money  now  invested  in  the 
funds.  I  will  consider  this  point, 
which  probably  does  not  press. 

I  reserve  all  Paris  news  till  my 
next ; .  and  begging  you  to  forgive  so 
curt  and  unsatisfactory  a  reply  to  a 
letter  so  important  that  it  excites 
me  more  than  I  like  to  own,  be- 
lieve me,  your  affectionate  friend 
and  cousin, 

Graham. 


CHAPTER    II. 


At  about  the  same  hour  on  the 
same  day  in  which  the  Englishman 
held  the  conference  with  the  Parisian 
detective  just  related,  the  Marquis 
<le  Rochebriant  found  himself  by 
appointment  in  the  cabinet  d'affaires 
of  his  aroue  M,  Gandrin  :  that 
p:cntleman  had  hitherto  not  found 
time  to  give  him  a  definitive  opinjon 
as  to  the  case  submitted  to  his  judg- 
ment The  avotie  received  Alain 
with  a  kind  of  forced  civility,  in 
which  the  natural  intelligence  of  the 
Marquis,  despite  his  inexperience  of 
life,  discovered  embarrassment 

^^  Monsieur  le  Marquis^^^  said  Gan- 
drin, fidgeting  among  the  papers  on 
his  bureau,  **  this  is  a  very  compli- 
cated business.  I  have  given  not 
only  my  best  attention  to  it  but  to 
your  general  interests.  To  be  plain, 
your  estate,  though  a  fine  one,  is 
fearfully  encumbered  —  fearfully — 
frightfully." 


"Sir,"  said  the  Marquis,  haugh- 
tily, "that  is  a  fact  which  was 
never  disguised  from  you." 

"I  do  not  say  that  it  was, 
Marquis ;  but  I  scarcely  realised  the 
amount  of  the  liabilities  nor  the 
nature  of  the  property.  It  will  be 
difficult — nay,  I  fear,  impossible — 
to  find  any  capitalist  to  advance 
a  sum  that  will  cover  the  mortgages 
at  an  interest  less  than  you  now 
pay.  As  for  a  Company  to  take 
the  whole  trouble  off  your  hands, 
clear  off  the  mortgages,  manage  the 
forests,  develop  the  fisheries,  gua- 
rantee you  an  adequate  income,  and 
at  the  end  of  twenty-one  years  or  so 
render  up  to  you  or  your  heirs  the 
free  enjoyment  of  an  estate  thus 
improved,  we  must  dismiss  that 
pros()ect  as  a  wild  dream  of  my 
good  friend  M.  Hebert*8.  People  in 
the  provinces  do  dream  ;  in  Paris 
everybody  is  wide  awake." 
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*^  Monsieur/*  said  the  Marquis, 
with  that  inborn  imperturbable  lof- 
tiness of  sangfroid  which  has  always 
in  adverse  circumstances  character- 
ised the  French  noblesse,  "be  kind 
enough  to  restore  my  papers.  I  see 
that  you  are  not  the  man  for  me. 
Allow  me  only  to  thank  you,  and 
inquire  the  amount  of  my  debt  for 
the  trouble  I  have  given." 

**  Perhaps  you  are  quite  justified 
in  thinking  I  am  not  the  man  for 
you,  Mormieurle  Marquis  ;  and  your 
papers  shall,  if  you  decide  on  dis- 
missing me,  be  returned  to  you  this 
evening.  But  as  to  my  accepting 
remuneration  where  T  have  rendered 
no  service,  I  request  M.  Ic  Marquis 
to  put  that  out  of  the  question. 
Considering  myself,  then,  no  longer 
your  avoue,  do  not  think  I  take  too 
great  a  liberty  in  volunteering  my 
counsel  as  a  friend — or  a  friend  at 
least  to  M.  Hebert,  if  you  do  not 
vouchsafe  my  right  so  to  address 
yourself.*' 

M.  Gandrin  spoke  with  a  certain 
dignity  of  voice  and  manner  which 
touched  and  softened  his  listener. 

"You  make  me  you  debtor  far 
more  than  I  pretend  to  repay,"  ro- 
}ilied  Alain.  "  Heaven  knows  1 
want  a  friend,  and  I  will  heed  with^ 
gratitude  and  respect  all  your  coun- 
sels in  that  character." 

"  Plainly  and  briefly,  my  advice 
is  this :  Monsieur  Louvier  is  the 
principal  mortgagee.  He  is  among 
the  six  richest  negotiators  of  Paris. 
He  does  not,  thorcfore,  want  money, 
but,  like  most  self-made  men,  he  is 
very  accessible  to  social  vanities. 
He  would  be  proud  to  think  he  had 
rendered  a  service  to  a  Rochebriant 
Approach  him,  either  through  me, 
or,  far  better,  at  once  introduce 
3'ourself,  and  propose  to  consolidate 
all  your  other  liabilities  in  one  mort- 
gage to  him,  at  a  rate^f  interest 
lower  than  that  which  is  now  paid 
to  some  of  the  small  mortgagees. 
This    would    add    considerably    to 


your  income,  and  would  carry  out 
M.  Hubert's  advice." 

"  But  does  it  not  strike  you,  dear 
M.  Gandrin,  that  such  going  cap-in- 
hand  to  one  who  has  power  over  my 
fate,  while  I  have  none  over  his, 
would  scarcely  be  consistent  with 
my  self-respect,  not  as  Rochebriant 
only,  but  as  Frenchman  ?" 

"  It  does  not  strike  me  so  in  the 
least ;  at  all  events,  I  could  make 
the  proposal-  on  your  behalf,  with- 
out compromising  yourself,  though  I 
should  be  far  more  sanguine  of  suc- 
cess if  you  addressed  M.  Louvier  in 
person." 

"  1  should  nevertheless  prefer 
leaving  it  in  your  hands ;  but  even 
for  that  I  must  take  a  few  days  to 
consider.  Of  all  the  mortgagees  M. 
Louvier  has  been  hitherto  the  sever- 
est and  most  menacing,  the  one  whom 
Hebert  dreads  the  most ;  and  should 
he  become  sole  mortgagee,  my  whole 
estate  would  pass  to  him  if,  through 
any  succession  of  bad  seasons  and 
failing  tenants,  the  interest  was  not 
punctually  paid." 

"It  could  so  pass  to  him  now." 

"  No ;  for  there  have  been  years 
in  which  the  other  mortgagees,  who 
are  Bretons,  and  would  be  loath  to 
ruin  a  Rochebriant,  have  been  leni- 
ent and  patient" 

"  If  Louvier  has  not  been  equally 
so,  it  is  only  because  he  knew  no- 
thing of  you,  and  your  father  no 
doubt  had  often  sorely  tasked  his 
endurance.  Come,  suppose  we  man- 
age to  break  the  ice  easily.  Do  me 
the  honour  to  dine  here  to-  meet 
him  ;  you  will  And  that  he  is  not  an 
unpleasant  man." 

The  Marquis  hesitated,  but  the 
thought  of  tne  sharp  and  seemingly 
hopeless  struggle  for  the  retention 
of  his  ancestral  home  to  which  he 
would  be  doomed  if  he  returned 
from  Paris  unsuccessful  in  his  er- 
rand overmastered  his  pride.  He 
felt  as  if  that  self-conquest  was  a 
duty  he  owed  to  the  very  tombs  of 
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his  fathers.     ^*  I  ought  not  to  shrink  hriant  papers  again  ;  there  is  some- 

from  the  frfce  of  a  creditor,"  said  he,  thing  I  had  forgotten  to  note.    Never 

smiling  somewhat  sadly,  "  and  I  ac-  mind  me.      Go  on  with  your  work 

cept  the  proposal  you  so  graciously  as  if  I  were  not  here." 
make."  Louvier  took  up  the  papers,  seated 

"  You  do  well.  Marquis,  and  I  will  himself  in  an  arm-chair  by  the  fire- 
write  at  once  to  Louvier  to  ask  him  place,  stretched  out  his  legs,  and 
to  give  me  his  first  disengaged  day."  read  at   his  ease,  but  with  a  very 

The  Marquis  had  no  sooner  quitted  rapid  eye,    as  a    practised    lawyer 

the  house  than   M.  Gandrin  opened  skims  through  the  technical  forms 

a  door  at  the  side  of  his  office,  and  of  a  case  to  fasten  upon  the  marrow 

a  large  portly  man  strode  into  the  of  it. 

room — stride  it  was  rather  than  step        "  Ah !  as  I  thought     The  farms 

— firm,  self-assured,  arrogant,   mas-  could  not  pay  even  the  interest  on 

terful.  my  present  mortgage;    the  forests 

"  Well,  mon  am\^^  said  this  man,  come  in  for  that.     If  a  contractor 

taking  his  stand  at  the  hearth,  as  for  the  yearly  sale  of  the  woods  was 

a  king  might  take  his  stand  in  the  bankrupt    and    did    not    pay,   how 

hall  of  his  vassal — '*  and  what  says  could  I  get  my  interest  ?     Answer 

our  fctit  mvscadin .'"  mc  that,  Gandrin." 

"He    is    neither   petit   nor  m?/«-        "Certainly    you    must    run    the 

radin,    Monsieur   Louvier,"    replied  risk  of  that  chance." 
Gandrin,   peevishly;    "and  he  will        "Of    course   the  chance  occurs, 

task  your  powers  to  get  him  thor-  and  then   I  foreclose* — 1     seize, — 

oughly  into  your  net     But  I  have  Rochebriant  and  its  seigneuries  are 

persuaded  him   to  meet  you  here,  mine." 

What  day  can  you  dine  with  me  ?        As  he  spoke  he  laughed,  not  sar- 

I  had  better  ask  no  one  else.''  donically  —  a     jovial     laugh  —  and 

"  To-morrow    I    dine    with    my  opened    wide,   to    reshut    as    in    a 

friend  0 ,  to  meet  the  chiefs  of  vice,  the    strong   iron    hand  which 

the  Opposition,"  said  Mons.  Louvier,  had  doubtless   closed    over  many  a 

with   a   sort   of    careless   rollicking  man's  all. 

pomposity.    "  Thursday  with  Pereira        "  Thanks.      On     Friday,      seven 

— Saturday    I    entertain    at    home,  o'clock."      He    tossed    the    papers 

Say  Friday.     Your  hour  ?"  back  on  the  bureau,  nodded  a  royal 

"  Seven."  nod,  and  ^trode  forth   imperiously 

"  Good  !    Show  me  those  Roche-  as  he  had  strided  in. 


CHAPTER   III. 

Meanwhile  the  young  Marquis  pur-  gait  and   bearing.      You  would  no 

sued  his  way  thoughtfully  through  longer  detect    the  provincial  —  per- 

the  streets,  and  entered  the  Champs  haps,  however,  because   he  is  now 

Elysees.     Since  we  first,  nay,  since  dressed,  though  very  simply,  in  ha- 

we  last  saw  him,  he  is  strikingly  im-  biliments  that  belong  to  Uie  style 

proved  in  outward  appearances.     He  of    the    day.     Rarely    among    the 

has  unconsciously  acquired  more  of  loungers    in    the    Champs    Elysees 

the  easy  grace  of  the  Parisian  in  could  be  seen  a  finer  form,  a  comelier 


*  For  the  sake  of  the  jareheral  reader,  EngllBh  technical  words  are  here,  as 
I  Isewhere,  substituted  as  much  as  possible  for  French. 
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face,    an  air  of  more  unmistakable  envy  the  affection  of  my  two  best 

distinction.  friends  ?— Be  it  so. 

The  eyes  of  many  a  passinc  fair 

one  gazed    on    him    admiringly   or  *^°  Jimls/v  *"^"*   ***    ^""■**    ^*"* 
coquettishly.     But  he  was   still   so 

little  the  true  ]*arisian  that  they  pot  **  1  do  not  comprehend  your  mean- 
no  smile,  no  look  in  return.  He  ing,"  said  the  Marquis,  with  a  corn- 
was  wraj)t  in  his  own  thoughts  ;  was  pressed  lip  and  a  slight  frown, 
he  thinking  of  M.  Louvier  V  *'  Bah !"  cried  Frederic ;  "  come, 
He  had  nearly  gained  the  entrance  fran/'.  jat — cards  on  the  table — M. 
of  the  Bois  de  Boulogne,  when  he  Gram  \'arn  was  going  into  the  BoiH 
was  accosted  by  a  voice  behind,  and  at  my  suggestion  on  the  chance  of 
turning  round  saw  his  friend  Lemer-  having  another  look  at  the  pearl-col- 
cier  arm  in  arm  with  (iraham  Vane,  oured  angel ;  and  you,  Rocnebriant, 
^^  lto?i-jou}\  Alain,"  said  Lemorcicr,  can't  deny  that  you  were  going  into 
hooking  his  disengaged  aim  into  the  Bois  for  the  same  object." 
liochebriant's.  **  I  suspect  we  are  "  One  may  pardon  an  enfant 
going  the  same  way.'*  UrribJe^-''  said  the  Englishman,  laugh- 
Akin  felt  himself  change  coun-  ing,  **  but  an  ami  terrible  should 
tenance  at  this  conjecture,  and  re-  be  sent  to  the  galleys.  Come,  Mar- 
plied  coldly,  *'!  think  not;  I  have  quis,  let  us  walk  back  and  submit 
got  to  the  end  of  my  walk,  and  shall  to  our  fate.  Even  were  the  lady 
turn  back  to  Paris  ;"  addressing  him-  once  more  visible,  we  have  no  chance 
self  to  the  Englishman,  he  said  with  of  being  observed  by  the  side  of 
formal  politeness,  ^*I  regret  not  to  a  Lovelace  so  accomplished  and  so 
have    found    you  at  home  when   I  audacious." 

called  some  weeks  ago,  and  no  less  "Adieu,  then,  recreants — I  go 
so  to  have  been  out  when  vou  had  alone.  Victorv  or  death." 
the  rom])laisance  to  return  my  The  Parisian  beckoned  his  coach- 
visit"  man,  entered  his  carriage,  and  wiUi 
"At  all  events,"  replied  the  a  mocking  grimace  kissed  his  hand 
Englishman,  "  let  me  not  lose  the  to  the  companions  thus  deserting  or 
opportunity   of    improving   our   ac-  deserted. 

(liiaintance  which  now  oilers.  It  is  Rochebriant  touched  the  Englisli- 
true  that  our  friend  Lemercier,  man's  arm,  and  said,  "  Do  you  think 
catching  sight  of  me  in  ^le  Rue  de  that  Lemercier  could  be  impertinent 
Kivoli,  stopped  his  roitpe  and  carried  enough  to  accost  that  lady  1r 
mo  oll'for  a  promenade  in  the  Bois.  "  In  the  first  place,"  returned  the 
'i'he  fineness  of  the  day  tempted  us  Englishman,  **  Lemercier  himself 
to  get  out  of  his  carriage, as  the  Bois  tells  me  that  the  lady  has  for  sereral 
came  in  sight  Rut  if  you  are  going  weeks  relinquished  her  walks  in  the 
back  to  J^iris  I  relinquish  the  Rois  liois,  and  the  probability  is,  there- 
and  offer  myself  as  your  companion."  fore,  that -he  will  not  have  the  op- 
Frederic  (the  name  is  so  familiar-  portunity  to  accost  her.  In  the  next 
ly  English  that  the  reader  might  place,  it  appears  that  when  she  did 
think  me  pedantic  did  I  accentuate  take  her  solitary  walk  she  did  not 
it  as  French)  looked  from  one  to  the  stray  far  from  her  carriage,  and  was 
other  of  his  two  friends,  half  amused  in  reach  of  the  protection  of  her 
and  half  angry.  Inqnnis  and  coachman.  But  to  speek 
"  And  am  I  to  be  left  alone  to  honestly,  do  you  who  know  Lemer^ 
achieve  a  conquest,  in  which,  if  I  cier  better  than  I,  take  him  to  be 
succeed,  I  shall  change  into  hate  and  a  man  who  would  commit  an  im- 
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pertinence  to  a  woman  unless  there  that    I    twice    again    went    to    the 

were  mveura  of  his  own  sex  to  see  same  allee.     The  last  time,  I  only 

him  do  it  ?"  caught    sight    of    the    young  lady 

Alain  smiled.  "No.  Frederic's  as  she  was  getting  into  her  car- 
real  natiu'e  is  an  admirable  one,  and  riage.  As  she  was  then  borne  away, 
if  ho  ever  do  anything  that  he  I  perceived  one  of  the  custodians  of 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of,  'twill  be  the  Bois;  and  learned,  on  qucstion- 
from  the  pride  of  showing  how  finely  ing  him,  that  the  lady  was  in  the 
he  can  do  it.  Such  was  his  char-  habit  of  walking  always  alone  in  the 
acter  at  college,  and  such  it  still  same  allee  at  the  same  hour  on  most 
seems  at  Paris.  But  it  is  true  that  fine  days,  but  that  he  did  not  know 
the  lady  has  forsaken  her  former  her  name  or  address.  A  motive  of 
walk ;  at  least  I — I  have  not  seen  curiosity — perhaps  an  idle  one — 
her  since  the  day  I  first  beheld  her  then  made  me  ask  Lemercier,  who 
in  company  with  Frederic.  Yet —  boasts  of  knowing  his  Paris  so  inti- 
yet,  pardon  me,  you  were  going  to  matcly,  if  he  could  inform  me  who 
the  Bois  on  the  chance  of  seeing  her.  the  lady  was.  He  undertook  to  as- 
Perhaps  she  has  changed  the  direc-  certain." 
tion  of  her  walk,  and — and "  "But,"   interposed   the    Marquis, 

The  Marquis  stopped  short,  stam-  "  he  did  not  ascertain  who  she  was  ; 

mering  and  confused.  he  only  ascertained  where  she  lived. 

The  Englishman  scanned  his  coun-  and  that  she  and  an  elder  companion 

tcnance  with  the  rapid  glance  of  a  were  Italians, — whom  he  suspected, 

practised  observer  of  men  and  things,  without  sufficient  ground,  to  be  pro- 

and  after  a  short  pause  said :  "  If  the  fessional  singers." 

lady  has   selected  some  other  spot  "  True ;    but  since  then  I  ascer- 

for  her  promenade,  I  am  ignorant  of  tained  more  detailed  particulars  from 

it;  nor  have  I  even  volunteered  the  two  acquaintances  of  mine  who  hap- 

chance  of  meeting  with  her,  since  I  pen  to  know  her— M.  Savarin,  the 

learned — first  from  Lemercier,  and  distinguished  writer,  and  Mrs.  Mor- 

afterwards    from    others — that  her  ley,  an  accomplished  and  beautiful 

destination  is  the  stage.     Let  us  talk  American   lady,  who   is  more   than 

fiunkly.  Marquis.     I  am  accustomed  an  acquaintance.     I  may  boast  the 

to  take  much  exercise  on  foot,  and  honour  of  ranking  among  her  friends. 

the  Bois  is  my  favourite  resort ;  one    As    Savarin's    villa     is    at    A , 

day   I  there  found   myself    in   the  I     asked    him    incidentally    if    he 

allee   which   the  lady  we   speak   of  knew  the  fair  neighbour  whose  face 

used  to  select  for  her  promenade,  had    so    attracted    me ;    and    Mrs. 

and  there   saw  her.     Something  in  Morley  being  present,  and  overhear- 

her  face  impressed  me ;  how  shall  ing  me,  I  learned  from  both  what  I 

I  describe  the  impression  ?    Did  you  now  repeat  to  youi 

ever  open   a  poem,   a  romance,  in  "The  young   lady  is  a  Signorina 

some  style  wholly  new  to  you,  and  Cicogna — at  Paris  exchanging  (ex- 

before  you  were  quite  certain  whe-  cept  among  particular  friends),  as  is 

ther  or  not  its  merits  justified  the  not  unusual,  the  outlandish  designa- 

interest  which  the  novelty  inspired,  tion  of  Signorina  for  the  more  con- 

you  were  summoned  away,  or  the  ventional  one  of  Mademoiselle.     Her 

book  was  taken  out  of  your  hands  ?  father  was  a  member  of  the  noble 

If  so ;  did  you  not  feel  an  intellec-  Milanese  family  of  the  same  name, 

tual  longing  to  have  another  glimpse  therefore   the  young    lady   is  well 

of  the  book?    That  illustration  de-  born.      Her  father  has    been   long 

scribes  my  impression,  and   I   own  dead ;  his  widow  married  again  an 
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English  gentleman  settled  in  Italy,  understand  Lemorcier  aright,  you 
a  scholar  and  antiquarian ;  his  name  were  going  with  him  to  the  Bois  on 
was  Selby.  This  gentleman,  also  the  chance  of  seeing  again  the  lady 
dead,  bequeathed  the  Signorina  a  in  whom  your  interest  has  ceased." 
small  but  sufHcient  competence.  ^*  Lcmercicr's  account  was  not 
She  is  now  an  orphan,  and  residing  strictly  accurate.  He  stopped  his 
with  a  companion,  a  Signora  Yen-  carriage  to  speak  to  me  on  quite  an- 
osta,  who  was  once  a  singer  of  some  other  subject,  on  which  I  have  con- 
repute  at  the  Neapolitan  Theatre,  suited  him,  and  then  proposed  to 
in  the  orchestra  of  which  her  bus*  take  me  on  to  thelk)is.  I  assented; 
l)and  was  ])rincipal  performer ;  but  and  it  was  not  till  we  were  in  the 
she  relinquished  the  stage  several  carriage  that  he  suggested  the  idea  of 
years  ago  on  becoming  a  widow,  seeing  whether  the  pearly-robed  lady 
and  gave  lessons  as  a  teacher.,  had  resumed  her  walk  in  the  dUee, 
She  has  the  character  of  being  a  You  may  judge  how  indifferent  I 
scientific  musician,  and  of  unblem-  was  to  that  chance  when  I  preferred 
ished  private  respectability.  Sub-  turning  back  with  you  to  going  on 
sequently  she  was  induced  to  give  with  him.  Between  you  and  mev 
up  general  teaching,  and  undertake  Marquis,  to  men  of  our  age,  who 
the  musical  education  and  the  social  have  the  business  of  life  before  them, 
(rbargc  of  the  young  lady  with  her.  and  feel  that  if  there  be  aught  in 
This  girl  is  said  to  have  early  given  which  noMes^e  oblige  it  is  a  severe 
promise  of  extraordinary  excellence  devotion  to  noble  objects,  there  is 
as  a  singer,  and  excited  great  in-  nothing  more  fatal  to  sucn  deyodon 
terest  among  a  coterie  of  literary  than  allowing  the  heart  to  be  blown 
critics  and  music^il  cognoscenti.  She  hither  and  thither  at  every  breeze  of 
was  to  have  come  out  at  the  Theatre  mere  fancy,  and  dreaming  ourselyeg 
of  Milan  a  year  or  two  ago,  but  her  into  love  with  some  fair  creature 
career  has  been  suspended  in  conse-  whom  we  never  could  marry  con- 
(]uenco  of  ill-healtb,  for  which  she  is  sistently  with  the  career  we  have  set 
now  at  Paris  under  the  care  of  an  before  our  ambition.  I  could  not 
English  physician,  who  bas  made  marry  an  actress — neither,  1  pre- 
remarkable  cures  in  all  complaints  sume,  could  the  Marquis  de  Roche- 
of  the  respiratory  organs.  M  *  *  *,  briant ;  and  the  thought  of  a  court- 
the  great  composer,  who  knows  her,  ship,  which  excluded  the  idea  of 
says  that  in  expression  and  feeling  marriage,  to  a  young  orphan  of  name 
she  has  no  living  superior,  perhaps  unblemished — of  virtue  unsuspected 
no  equal  since  Malibran.'^  — would  certainly  not  be  compatible 

"You  seem,  dear  Monsieur,  to  with  *  devotion  to  noble  objects.*" 
have  taken  much  pains  to  acquire  Alain  involuntarily  bowed  his  head 
this  infonnation.^'  in  assent  to  the  proposition,  and.  it 

"  No  great  pains  were  necessary ;  may  be,  in  submission  to  an  implied 
but  had  they  been  I  might  have  rebuke.  The  two  men  walked  in 
taken  them,  for,  as  I  have  owned  to  silence  for  some  minutes,  and  Graham 
you.  Mademoiselle  Cicogna,  while  first  spoke,  changing  altogether  the 
she  was  yet  a  mystery  to  me,  subject  of  conversation! 
strangely  interested  my  thoughts  or  "  Lemercier  tells  me  you  decline 
my  fancies.  That  interest  has  now  going  much  into  this  world  of  Paris 
ceased.  The  world  of  actresses  and  — the  capital  of  capitals — which  ap- 
singers  lies  apart  from  mine.''  pears  so  irresistibly  attractive  to  us 

"  Yet,"  said  Alain,  in  a  tone  of    foreigners." 
voice    that    implied    doubt,    "if    I        "Possibly;   but  to  borrow   your 
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words,   1    have  the   business  of  life  ultimate  victory  of  their  principles 

hffore  inc."  if    they    made     their    talents     and 

**  Business   is   a    good    safeguard  energies     individually    prominent — 

ajjainst  the  temptations  to  excess  in  if    they    were     known     as     skilful 

pleasure,   in   which    Paris   abounds,  generals,   practical    statesmen,    emi- 

Hut  there  is  no  business  which  does  nent  diplomatists,  brilliant  writers  ? 

not  admit  of  some  holiday,  and  all  —  could     they    combine  —  not    to 

business  necessitates  commerce  with  sulk  and    exclude   themselves  from 

mankind.      A    propof,    I    was    the  the  great  battle-field  of  the  world — 

other  evening  at  the  Duchesse  de  but  in  their  several  ways  to  render 

Tarascon's  —  a    brilliant    assembly,  themselves   of    such    use    to   their 

tilled  with  ministers,  senators,  and  country  that  some  day  or  other,  in 

courtiers.     1  heard  your  name  men-  one  of  these  revolutionary  crises  to 

tioned."  which  France,   alas  1   must  long  be 

*'Mine?''  subjected,    they  would  find    them- 

**  Yes ;  Duplessis,  the  rising  finan-  selves    able    to    turn   the    scale   of 

<:ier — who,  rather  to  my  surprise,  was  undecided   councils  and    conflicting 

not  only  present  among  these  oflBcial  jealousies  ?" 

and  decorated  celebrities,  but  appa-  "  Monsieur,  wo  hope  for  the  day 

rently  quite  at  home  among  them —  w^hen  the  Divine  Disposer  of  events 

asked  the  Duchesse  if  she  had  not  will  strike   into   the   hearts   of  our 

seen  you  since  your  arrival,  at  Paris,  fickle  and   erring    countrymen    the 

She  replied,  *  No ;  that  though  you  conviction   that    there    will   be    no 

were  among  her  nearest  connections,  settled  repose  for  France  save  under 

you  had  not  called  on  her  ;*  and  bade  the    sceptre  of  her  rightful   kings^ 

Duplessis  to  tell  you  that  you  were  a  But  meanwhile  we  are  —  I    see  it 

momtre  for  not  doing  so.     Whether  more   clearly  since   I  have    quitted 

or  not  Duplessis  will  take  that  liberty,  Bretagne  —  we  arc  a  hopeless  min- 

[  know  not;  but  you  must  pardon  ority.'* 

me  if  I  do.     She  is  a  very  charming  *'  Does   not   history  tell    us    that 

woman,    full  of  talont ;     and    that  the  great  changes  of  the  work!  have 

stream  of  the  world  which  reflects  been   wrought    by  minorities?    but 

the   stars,    with  all    their    mythical  on  the  one  condition  that  the  min- 

influences  on  fortune,  flows  through  orities   shall  not  be  hopeless  ?      It 

her  mlonsy  is   almost  the    other   day  that  the 

'*  I  am  not  born  under  those  stars.  Bonapartists    were    in    a    minorit}'' 

I  am  a  Legitimist.*'  that  their   adversaries-  called  hope- 

"I  did  not  forget  your  political  less,  and  the  majority  for  the  Em- 
creed  ;    but  in  Fingland  the  leaders  peror  is  now  so  preponderant  that 
of  opposition  attend  the  salons  of  the  I  tremble  for  his  safety.     When  a 
Prime  Minister.     A  man  is  not  sup-  majority  becomes  so  vast  that  intel- 
posed  to    compromise  his  opinions  lect  disappears   in  the    crowd,   the 
because  he  exchanges  social  cour-  date  of  its  destruction  commences; 
tesies  with  those  to  whom  his  opin-  for  by  the  law  of  reaction  the  min- 
ions are  hostile.      Pray  excuse  me  ority  is   installed  against  it.     It  is 
if  I   am  indiscreet ; — I    speak  as  a  the  nature  of  things  that  minorities 
traveller  who  asks  for  information-^  are  always  mere  intellectual    than 
but  do  the  Legitimists  really  believe  multitudes,  and  intellect  is  ever  at 
that  they  best  serve  their  cause  by  work    in    sapping  numerical  force, 
declining  any  mode    of   competing  What  yoar  party   wants  is  hope ;. 
with  its  opponents  ?    Would   there  because  without  hope   there  is  no> 
not    be    a    fairer    chance    for    the  energy.      I  remember  hearing  myr 
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father  say  that  when  he  met  the  France  has  estahlishod.  I  yiew 
Count  de  Chamhord  at  Ems,  that  things  hero  as  a  simple  observer, 
illustrious  personage  delivered  him-  But  it  strikes  me  that  if  I  were 
self  of  a  helle  phrase  much  admired  a  Frenchman  in  your  position,  I 
by  his  partisans.  The  Emperor  should  think  myself  unworthy  my 
was  then  President  of  the  Republic,  ancestors  if  I  consented  to  be  an 
in  a  very  doubtful  and  dangerous  insignificant  looker-on.'* 
position.  France  seemed  on  the  "You  aro^  not  in  my  position/' 
verge  of  another  convulsion.  A  said  the  Marquis,  half  mournfully, 
certain  distinguished  politician  re-  half  haughtily,  "and  you  can  scarce- 
commended  the  Count  de  Cham-  ly  judge  of  it  even  in  imagination." 
bord  to  hold  himself  ready  to  "I  need  not  much  task  my  ima- 
enter  at  once  as  a  candidate  for  the  gination  ;  I  judge  of  it  by  analogy, 
throne.  And  the  Count,  with  a  I  was  very  much  in  your  position 
benignant  smile  on  his  handsome  when  I  entered  upon  what  I  ven- 
face,  answered,  *A11  wrecks  come  ture  to  call  my  career;  and  it  is  the 
to  the  shore — the  shore  does  not  go  curious  similarity  between  us  in  cir- 
to  the  wrecks.'  "  cumstances  that  made  me  wish  for 

**  Beautifully  said !"  exclaimed  the  your  friendship  when  that  similar- 
Marquis,  ity  was  made  known  to  me  by 
"  Not  if  Le  heau  est  tonjours  le  Lemercier,  who  is  not  less  garrulous 
ttrai.  My  father,  no  inexperienced  than  the  true  Parisian  usually  is. 
nor  unwise  politician,  in  repeating  Permit  me  to  say  that,  like  you,  I 
the  royal  words,  remarked :  *  The  was  reared  in  some  pride  of  no 
fallacy  of  the  Count's  argument  is  inglorious  ancestry.  I  was  reared 
in  its  metaphor.  A  man  is  not  a  also  in  the  expectation  of  great 
fihore.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  wealth.  Those  expectations  were 
.seamen  on  board  the  wrecks  would  not  realised  :  my  father  had  the 
be  more  grateful  to  him  who  did  fault  of  noble  natures — generosity 
jfiot  complacently  compare  himself  pushed  to  imprudence:  he  died 
to  a  shore,  but  considered  himself  poor,  and  in  debt  You  retain  the 
:a  human  being  like  themselves,  and  home  of  your  ancestors;  I  had  to 
risked  his  own  life  in  a  boat,  even    resign  mine." 

.though  it  were  a  cockle-shell,  in  the        The  Marquis   had  felt  deeply  in- 

.  chance  of  saving  theirs  ?"  terested  in    Uiis  narrative,   and  as 

Alain  de  Rochebriant  was  a  brave    Graham  now  paused,  took  nis  hand 

man,   with   that    intense    sentiment    and  pressed  it 

of    patriotism    which    characterises        "One  of  our  most  eminent  per- 

Frenchmen  of  every  ^rank  and  per-    sonages  said  to  me  about  that  time, 

suasion,  unless  they  belong  to   the    *  Whatever  a  clever  man  of  your  age 

Internationalists ;  and  without  pans-    determines  to  do  or  to  be,  the  odds 

.ing  to  consider,    he    cried,    "Your    are  twenty  to  one  that  he  has  only 

father  was  right"  to  live  on  in  order  to  do  or  to  be  it.' 

The  Englishman  resumed :  "  Need    Don't  you  think  he  spoke  truly  ?    1 

.  I    say,    my  dear    Marquis,  that    I    think  so." 

.am  not  a  Legitimist?  I  am  not  an  "I  scarcely  know  what  to  think," 
Imperialist,  neither  am  I  an  Orlean-  said  Rochebriant ;  "  I  feel  as  if  you 
ist  nor  a  Republican.  Between  all  had  given  me  so  rough  a  shake  wnen 
those  political  divisions  it  is  for  I  was  in  the  midst  of  a  dull  dream. 
Frenchmen  to  make  their  choice,  that  I  do  not  yet  know  whether  I 
and  for  Englishmen  to  accept  for  am  asleep  or  awake." 
tFrance     that     government     which        Just   as   he    said    thi.«i,    and   to- 
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wards  the  Paris  end  of  the  Champs  said  Alain.     "  I  have  promised  my 

Elysees,  there  was  a  halt,  a  sensa-  wooue  to  meet  him  at  dinner.      Do 

tion  among  the  loungers  round  them :  you  think  I  did  wrong  ?" 

many  of  them  uncovered  in  salute.  **  Wrong  I    of  course  not ;    he  is 

A  man  on  the  younger  side  of  likely  to  overwhelm  you  with  civil- 
middle  age,  somewhat  inclined  to  ities.  Pray  don't  refuse  if  he  gives 
corpulence,  with  a  very  striking  you  an  invitation  to  his  soiree  next 
countenance,  was  riding  slowly  by.  Saturday — I  am  going  to  it.  One 
He  returned  the  salutations  he  re-  meets  there  the  notabilities  most  in- 
ceived  with  the  careless  dignity  of  a  teresting  to  study — artists,  authors, 
personage  accustomed  to  respect,  and  politicians,  especially  those  who 
then  reigned  in  his  horse  by  the  side  call  themselves  Republicans.  He 
of  a  barouche,  and  exchanged  some  and  the  Prince  agree  in  one  thing — 
words  with  a  portly  gentleman  who  viz.,  the  cordial  reception  they  give 
was  its  sole  occupant.  The  loungers,  to  the  men  who  would  destroy  the 
still  halting,  seemed  to  contemplate  state  of  things  upon  which  Prince 
this  parley — between  him  on  horse-  and  financier  both  thrive.  Hillo ! 
back  and  him  in  the  carriage— with  here  comes  Lemercier  on  return  from 
very  eager  interest.     Some  put  their  the  Bois." 

hands  behind  their  ears  and  pressed  Lemercier's  coupe  stopped  beside 

forward,    as   if   trying   to    overhear  the   footpath.      "What    tidings    of 

what  was  said.  the  Belle  Inconnue  ?"     asked    the 

**  I  wonder,"  quoth  Graham,  "  whe-  Englishman, 

ther,    with    all    his  cleverness,    the  "  None ;  she  was  not  there.      Bu< 

I'rince  has  in  any  way  decided  what  I  am  rewarded — such  an  adventure 

he  means  to  do  or  to  be."  — a  dame  of  the  haute  voice — 1  be- 

"The  Prince!"  said  Rochebriant,  lieve  she  is  a  duchess.     She  was 

rousing  himself  from  reverie ;  "what  walking    with    a    lap-dog,    a    pure 

Prince  ?",  Pomeranian.     A  strange  poodle  flew 

"  Do  you   not  recognise  him   by  at  the  Pomeranian.      I  drove  off  the 

his  wonderful  likeness  to  the  first  poodle,     rescued    the    Pomeranian, 

Napoleon — him  on  horseback   talk-  received  the  most  gracious  thanks, 

ing  to  Louvier,  the  great  financier  V\  the  sweetest  smile :  femme  superbe^ 

"Is   that   stout   bourgeois  in   the  middle-aged.       I  prefer    women   of 

carriage    Louvier  —  my    mortgagee,  forty.     Au  retoir^  I  am  due  at  the 

Louvier?"  club." 

"  Your  mortgagee,  my  dear  Mar-  Alain  felt  a  sensation  of  relief 
quis  ?  Well  he  is  rich  enough  to  that  Lemercier  had  not  seen  the  lady 
be  a  very  lenient  one  upon  pay-  in  the  pearl-coloured  dress,  and  quit- 
day."  ted  the  Englishman  with  a  lightened 

"//(?//i.' — I  doubt  his  leniency,"  heart. 


CHAPTER   IV. 

^^  Piccola,  pieeola  eoin'  ^  eortesef  haps   to   a   pair   of   very  vivacious 

another  invitation  from  M.  Louvier  black  eyes.     She  was  dressed  after 

for  next   Saturday  —  conversazione^  a  somewhat  slatternly  fashion,  in  a 

This  was  said    in    Italian    by    an  wrapper  of    crimson  merino  much 

elderly  lady    bursting    noisily  into  the  worse  for  wear,  a  blue  handker- 

the  room — elderly,  yet  with  a  youth-  chief  twisted  turban-like  round  her 

ful  expression  of  face,  owing   per-  head,  and  her  feet  encased  in  list 
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slippers.  The  person  to  whom  she  care  is  thrown  aside ;  perhaps  he 
addressed  herself  was  a  young  lady  mastered  while  abroad  the  difficulty 
with  dark  hair,  which,  despite  its  that  had  troubled  him ;  he  is  cheer- 
evident  redundance,  was  restrained  ful,  pleasant,  sunny.  This  appears 
into  smooth  glossy  braids  over  the  to  be  very  much  the  case  with  per- 
forehead,  and  at  the  crown  of  the  sons  of  genius.  When  in  their  own 
small  graceful  head  into  the  simple  houses  wo  usually  find  them  very 
knot  which  Horace  has  described  as  playful  and  childlike.  Most  per- 
"  Spartan."  Her  dress  contrasted  sons  of  real  genius,  whatever  they 
the  speaker's  by  an  exquisite  neat-  mayseemoutof  doors,  are  very  sweet- 
ness. We  have  seen  her  before  tempered  at  home,  and  sweet  temper 
as  the  lady  in  the  pearl-coloured  is  sympathising  and  gonial  in  the 
robe,  but  seen  now  at  home  she  intercourse  of  private  life.  Certainly, 
looks  much  younger.  She  was  one  observing  this  girl  as  she  now  bends 
of  those  whom,  encountered  in  the  over  the  flowers,  it  would  be  diffi- 
streets  or  in  society,  one  might  guess  cult  to  believe  her  to  be  the  Isaura 
to  be  married — probably  a  young  Cicogna  whose  letters  to  Madame  dc 
bride ;  for  thus  seen  there  was  about  Grantmesnil  exhibit  the  doubts  and 
her  an  air  of  dignity  and  of  self-  strugglesof  an  unquiet,  discontented, 
possession  which  suits  well  with  aspiring  mind.  Only  in  one  or  two 
the  ideal  of  chaste  youthful  matron-  passages  in  those  letters  would  you 
age;  and  in  the  expression  of  the  have  guessed  at  the  writer  in  the 
face  there  was  a  pensive  thoughtful-  girl  as  we  now  see  her. 
ness  beyond  her  years.  But  as  she  It  is  in  those  passages  where  she 
now  sat  by  the  open  window  arrang-  expresses  her  love  of  harmony,  and 
ing  flowers  in  a  glass  bowl,  a  book  her  repugnance  to  contest  —  those 
lying  open  on  her  lap,  you  would  were  characteristics  you  might  have 
never  have  said,  "  What  a  hand-  read  in  her  face, 
some  woman  I"  you  would  have  said,  Certainly  the  girl  is  very  lovely 
**  What  a  charming  girl  I''  All  about  — what  long  dark  eyelashes,  what 
her  was  maidenly,  Innocent,  and  soft,  tender,  dark-blue  eyes — now 
fresh.  The  ^ignity  of  her  bearing  that  she  looks  up  and  smiles,  what 
was  lost  in  household  ease,  the  pen-  a  bewitching  smile  it  is  I — by  what 
siveness  of  her  expression  in  an  un-  sudden  play  of  rippling  dimples  the 
troubled  serene  sweetness.  smile  is  enlivened  and  redoubled ! 
Perhaps  many  of  my  readers  may  Do  you  notice  one  feature  ?  in  very 
have  known  friends  engaged  in  some  showy  beauties  it  is  seldom  noticed ; 
absorbing  cause  of  thought,  and  who  but  I,  being  in  my  way  a  physiog- 
are  in  the  habit  when  they  go  out,  nomist,  consider  that  it  is  always 
especially  if  on  solitary  walks,  to  worth  heeding  as  an  index  of 
take  that  cause  of  thought  with  character.  It  is  the  car.  Remark 
them.  The  friend  may  be  an  orator  how  delicatelv  it  is  formed  in  her — 
meditating  his  speech,  a  poet  his  none  of  that  neaviness  of  lobe  which 
verses,  a  lawyer  a  difficult  case,  a  is  a  sure  sign  of  sluggish  intellect 
physician  an  intricate  malady.  If  and  coarse  perception.  Hers  is  the 
you  have  such  a  friend,  and  you  artist's  ear.  Note  next  those  hands 
observe  him  thus  away  from  his  — how  beautifully  shaped  I  small, 
home,  his  face  will  seem  to  you  but  not  doll-like  hands-— ready  and 
older  and  graver.  He  is  absorbed  nimble,  firm  and  nervous  hands,  that 
in  the  care  that  weighs  on  him.  could  work  for  a  helpmate.  By  no 
When  you  see  him  in  a  holiday  means  very  white,  still  less  red^ 
moment  at  his    own    fireside,    the  but  somewhat  embrowned  as  by  the 
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Biin,  such  as  you  may  see  in  girls  in  a  dark  comer,  an  oval  buhl-table 
reared  in  southern  climates,  and  in  set  in  tawdry  ormolu,  islanded  in 
her  perhaps  betokening  an  impulsive  the  centre  of  a  poor  but  gaudy 
character  which  had  not  accustomed  Scotch  carpet,  and  but  one  other 
itself,  when  at  sport  in  the  open  air,  table  of  dull  walnut-wood  stand- 
to  the  thraldom  of  gloves — very  ing  clothless  before  a  sofa  to  match 
impulsive  people  even  in  cold  the  chairs ;  the  eternal  ormola 
climates  seldom  do.  clock    flanked    by  the    two  eternal 

In  conveying  to  us  by  a  few  bold  ormolu  candelabra  on  the  dreary 
strokes  an  idea  of  the  sensitive,  mantelpiece.  Some  of  this  gami- 
quick -moved,  warm-blooded  Henry  ture  had  been  removed,  others 
II.,  the  most  impulsive  of  the  softened  into  cheeriness  and  com- 
Plantagenets,  his  contemporary  fort.  The  room  somehow  or  other, 
chronicler  tells  us  that  rather  than  — thanks  partly  to  a  very  moderate 
imprison  those  active  hands  of  his  expenditure  in  pretty  twills  with 
even  in  hawking-gloves,  he  would  pretty  borders,  gracefully  simple 
suffer  his  falcon  to  fix  its  sharp  table-covers,  with  one  or  two  ad- 
claws  into  his  wrist.  No  doubt  there  ditional  small  tables  and  easy- 
is  a  difference  as  to  what  is  befitting  chairs,  two  simple  vases  filled  with 
between  a  burly  bellicose  creature  flowers — thanks  still  more  to  a 
like  Henry  II.  and  a  delicate  nameless  skill  in  rearrangement, 
young  lady  like  Isaura  Cicogna ;  and  the  disposal  of  the  slight  nick- 
and  one  would  not  wish  to  see  nacks  and  well  -  bound  volumes, 
those  dainty  wrists  of  hers  seamed  which  even  in  travelling,  women, 
and  scarred  by  a  falcon's  claws.  But  who  have  cultivated  the  pleasures 
a  girl  may  not  be  less  exquisitely  of  taste,  carry  about  with  them, — 
feminine  for  slight  heed  of  artificial  had  been  coaxed  into  that  quiet  bar- 
prettinesses.  Isaura  had  no  need  mony,  that  tone  of  consistent  sub- 
of  pale  bloodless  hands  to  seem  one  dued  colour,  which  corresponded 
of  Nature's  highest  grade  of  gentle-  with  the  characteristics  of  the  in- 
women  even  to  the  most  fastidious  mate.  Most  people  might  have 
eyes.  About  her  there  was  a  charm  been  puzzled  where  to  place  the 
apart  from  hef  mere  beauty,  and  piano,  a  semi-grand,  so  as  not  to 
often  disturbed  instead  of  height-  take  up  too  much  space  in  the  little 
cned  by  her  mere  intellect :  it  con-  room ;  but  where  it  was  placed  it 
sisted  in  a  combination  of  exquisite  seemed  so  at  home  that  you  might 
artistic  refinement,  and  of  a  gene-  have  suppose'd  the  room  had  been 
rosity  of  character  by  which  refine-  built  for  it 

ment  was  animated  into  vigour  and  There  are  two  kinds  of  neatness 

warmth.  — one  is   too   evident,    and    makes 

The  room,  which  was  devoted  ex-  everything   about  it  seem  trite  and 

clusively  to  Isaura,  had  in  it  much  that  cold  and  stiff,  and  another  kind  of 

spoke  of  the  occupant     That  room,  neatness  disappears  from   our  sight 

when   first  taken  furnished,   had  a  in  a  satisfied  sense  of  completeness — 

good  deal  of  the  comfortless  showiness  like  some  exquisite,  simple,  finished 

which  belong  to  ordinary  furnished  style  of  writing — an  Addison's  or  a 

apartments  in  France,  especially  in  St  Pierre's. 

the  Parisian  suburbs,  chiefly  let  for  This  last  sort  of  neatness  belonged 
the  summer  —  thin  limp  muslin  to  Isaura,  and  brought  to  mind  the 
curtains  that  decline  to  draw,  stiff  well-known  line  of  Catullus  when 
mahogany  chairs  covered  with  yel-  on  recrossing  his  threshold  he  in- 
low  Utrecht  velvet,  a  tall  secretaire  vokes    its    welcome  —  a     line    thus 


580                                    The  Parisians.— Booh  11,  [Not. 

not  inelegantly  translated  by  Leigh  so  ungracious  always  to  say  '  No ;' 

Qunt and  besides,  did  you  not  yourself 

say,  when  we  came  away  last  time 

"  Smile  every  dimple   on    the    cheek   of  ^^^^  ^  Louvier's,  that  it  was  very 

^°"™®-'*  dull — that  you  knew  nobody — and 

[    entreat  the  reader's  pardon  for  that  the  ladies   had    such    superb 

this  long  descriptive  digression  ;  but  toilettes    that  you  felt  mortified — 

Tsaura  is   one   of   those   characters    and " 

which   are   called    many-sided,  and  '' Ziito !    ziWt !    you    talk    idly, 

therefore  not  very  easy  to  compre-  Piccoln — ^very  idly.     I  was  mortified 

hend.     She  gives  us  one  side  of  her  then  in  my  old  biack  Lyons  silk ; 

character  in  her  correspondence  with  but  have  I  not  bought  since  then 

Madame  de    Grantmesnil,   and  an-  my  beautiful  Greek  jacket — scarlet 

other  side  of  it  in  her  own   home  and  gold  lace?  and    why  should  I 

with    her    Italian    companion — half  buy  it  if  I  am  not  to  show  it  ?" 

nurse,  \\2M  chaperon.  "But,  dear  Madre,  the  jacket  is 

**  Monsieur  Louvier  is  indeed  very  certainly   very  handsome,  and  will 

courteous,"  said  Isaura,  looking  up  make  an  effect  in  a  little  dinner  at 

from  the  flowers  with  the  dimpled  the  Savarins  or  Mrs.  Morley's.     But 

smile   we    have    noticed.     "But    I  in    a    great    formal    reception    like 

think,   Mndre,   that   we   should  do    M.  Louvier's  will  it  not  look ^^ 

well  to  stay  at  home  on  Saturday—  ^    "Si)lendid!"      interrupted      the 

not  peacefully,  for  1  owe  you  your  Signora. 

revenge  at  Euchre.'^             "  *'  But  singolare:' 

" You  can't  mean  it,  7Vm)/rf /"  ex-  "So  much   the  bettor;    did   not 

claimed  the  Signora  in  evident  con-  that  great  flnglish  lady  wear  such 

sternation.     "  Stay  at  home !— why  a  jacket,   and   did    not    every    one 

stay  at  home?   Eurhre  is  very  well  admire    her — yiH  tosto  incidia    eke 

when  there  is  nothing  else  to   do;  conipas^ione V^ 

but  change  is  pleasant — le  hon  Dim  Isaura   sighed.     Now   the  jacket 

likes  it —  of  the  Signora  was  the  subject  of  dia- 

(piietude  to  her  friend.     It  so  hap- 

of  tiio  highest  rank  and  the  rarest 

And  such  beautiful  ice 4  one  gets  at  beauty  had   appeared  at  M.    Lou- 

M.   Louvier's.      Did  you  taste  the  vier's,  and  indeed  generally  in  the 

Pistachio  ice  ?  What  fine  rooms,  and  l>eau  inondc  of  Paris,   in  a    Greek 

so  well  lit  up ! — I  adore  light.     And  jacket  that  became  her  very  much. 

the  ladies  so  beautifully  dressed —  That  jacket  had  fascinated,  at  Iff. 

one  sees  the  fashions.    Stay  at  home  Louvier's,  the  eyes  of  tlie  Signora. 

— play  at  Euchre  indeed!   Piccola^  But  of  this  Isaura    was  unaware: 

you  cannot  be  so  cruel  to  yourself —  The    Signora,    on    returning    home 

you  are  young."  from    M.    Louvier' s,    had  certainly 

"But,   dear  Mndrc^   just  consider  lamented  much   over    the    mesquin 

— we  are  invited    because  we  arc  a})pearance  of  her  own  old-fashioned 

considered      professional      singers:  Italian  habiliments  compared  with 

your  reputation  as  such  is  of  course  the  brilliant  toilet  of  the  gay  Pari- 

established — mine  is  not ;  but  still  siennes ;  and  Isaura— quite  woman 

[  shall  be  asked  to  sing  as   I  was  enough  to  sympathise  with  woman 

a.sked  before ;    and  you  know  Dr.  in    such    womanly    vanities  —  pro- 

C forbids  me  to  do  so  except  posed  the  next  day  to  go  with  the 

to  a  very  small  audience ;  and  it  is  Signora    to    one    of    the    principal 
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routuri^res  of  Paris,  and  adapt  the  of  rank  so  great  that  oven  a  vul- 
Signora^s  costume  to  the  fashions  garity  in  her  would  he  called  dis- 
of  tli^  place.  But  the  Signora  tingne^  was  certainly  an  audacious 
having  predetermined  on  a  Greek  challenge  of  ridicule  in  the  elderly 
jacket,  and  knowing  hy  instinct  ei-devant  music-teacher, 
that  Isaura  would  he  disposed  to  But  how  could  Isaura,  how  can 
thwart  that  splendid  predilection,  any  one  of  common  humanity,  say 
had  artfully  suggested  that  it  would  to  a  woman  resolved  upon  wear- 
be  better  to  go  to  the  eovturUre  ing  a  certain  dress,  "You  are  not 
with  Madame  Savarin,  as  being  a  young  and  handsome  enough  for 
more  experienced  adviser, — and  the  that"? — Isaura  could  only  murmur, 
coupe  only  held  two.  **  For  many  reasons  I  would  rather 

As  Madame    Savarin    was    about  stay  at  home,  dear  MndreP 
the  same  age  as  the  Signora,  and        "Ah!    I  see  you  are  ashamed  of 

dressed  as  became  her  years,  and  me,"   said  the  Signora,  in  softened 

in   excellent  taste,    Isaura    thought  tones :    "  very  natural.     When   the 

this  an  admirable  suggestion ;   and  nightingale  sings  no    more,    she  is 

pressing  into  her   ch^peron^s   hand  only    an  ugly  brown     bird:"    and 

a  billet  de  hanque  sufficient  to  re-  therewith      the     Signora     Venosta 

equip   her  cav-d-pie,   dismissed  the  seated  herself  submissively,  and  be- 

.  subject  from   her   mind.      But  the  gan  to  cry. 

Signora  was  much  too  cunning  to        On  this  Isaura  sprang  up,  wound 

submit  her  passion   for  the  Greek  her  arms  aound  the  Signora's  neok, 

jacket    to    the    discouraging    com-  soothed  her   with    coaxing,    kissed 

ments  of  Madame  Savarin.      Mono-  and  petted  her,  and  ended  by  say- 

polising     the    coupe,     she    bec:»me  ing,  "  Of  course  we  will  go ;"  and, 

absolute  mistress  of  the  situation.  "  but  let  me    choose    you  another 

She    went    to    no  fashionable  cou-  dress — a  daric-green  velvet  trimmed 

tnriire^s.      She  went  to  a  mngann  with  blonde — blonde  becomes    you 

that  she    had    seen    advertised    in  so  well" 

the  Petites  Affiches  as  supplying  su-        "  No,   no— I  hate    green   velvet  ; 

perb  costumes  for   fancy-balls  and  anybody  can  wear  that.     Piccolo^  I 

amateur   performers  in  private  the-  am  not  clever  like  thee ;   I  cannot 

atricals.       She  returned    home  tri-  amuse  myself  like  thee  with  books, 

umphant,   with  a  jacket  still  more  I  am  in  a  foreign  land.     I  have  a 

dazzling  to   the    eye  than    that  of  poor  head,  but  1  have  a  big  heart  ^' 

the  English  lady.  (another  burst  of  tears) ;  "  and  that 

When  Isaura  first  beheld  it,  she  big  heart    is   set  on  my  beautiful 

<lrew  back  in  a  sort  of  superstitious  Greek  jacket" 
terror,  as  of  a  comet  or  other  blazing        "  Dearest  Madre,^^     said    Isaura, 

portent  half  weeping  too,  "  forgive  me ;  you 

"  Cosa    stuprndu  .'" — (stupendous  are    right      The    Greek    jacket    is 

thing !)   She  might  well  be  dismayed  splendid ;   I  shall  be  so  pleased  to 

when   the   Signora  proposed  to  ap-  see  you  wear  it     Poor  madre — so 

pear  thus  attired  in   M.    Louvier^s  pleased  to  think  that  in  the  foreign 

talon.     What  might  be  admired  as  land  you  are  not  without  something 

coquetry  of  dress  in  a  young  beauty  that  pleases  you^ 
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CHAPTER  T. 

Conformably     with    his    engage-  Gandrin,  my  friend,  would  not  you 

ment    to    meet    M.   Louvier,   Alain  and  I  give  half  our  fortunes  for  one 

found  himself  on   the  day  and  at  year  of  this  fine  fellow's  youth  spent 

the  hour  named    in    M.    Gandrin's  at  Paris?    Peste /  what  love-letters 

salon.      On  this  occasion   Madame  we  should    have,  with   no  need  to 

Gandrin     did     not    appear.        Her  buy   them  by   lilleta  de  hanqneP" 

husband    was  accustomed    to    give  Thus   he  ran  on,   much  to  Alain's 

diturs    (Thommes.       The  great  man  confusion,  till  dinner  was  announced, 

had   not    yet    arrived.      "I    think,  Then  there  was  something  (/ran^aWa 

Marquis,"  said   M.  Gandrin,    "  that  in  the  frank  honrgeois  style  where- 

you  will  not  regret  having  followed  with   he   expanded  his  napkin  and 

my  advice:  my  representations  have  twisted  one  end  into  his  waistcoat — 

disposed  Louvier  to  regard  you  with  it  was  so  manly  a  renunciation  of  the 

much   favour,    and    he   is   certainly  fashions  which  a  man  so  rejmndu  in 

flattered  by  being  permitted  to  make  all  circles  might  be  supposed  to  fol- 

your  personal  acquaintance."  low  ; — as  if  he  were  both  too  great 

The  atone  had  scarcely  finished  and  too  much  in  earnest  for  such 
this  little  speech,  when  M.  Louvier  frivolities.  lie  was  evidently  a 
was  announced.  He  entered  with  sincere  hon  vitant,  and  M.  Gandrin 
a  beaming  smile,  which  did  not  de-  had  no  less  evidently  taken  all  re- 
tract from  his  imposing  presence,  quisite  pains  to  gratify  his  taste. 
His  flatterers  had  told  him  that  he  The  Montrachet  served  with  the 
had  a  look  of  Louis  Philippe ;  there-  oysters  was  of  precious  vintage, 
fore  he  had  sought  to  imitate  the  That  vin  de  madere  which  accom- 
dress  and  the  bonhomie  of  that  panied  the  potage  d  la  bisque  would 
monarch  of  the  middle  class.  He  have  contented  an  American.  And 
wore  a  wig  elaborately  piled  up,  how  radiant  became  Louvier's  face, 
and  shaped  his  whiskers  in  royal  when  amongst  the  entrees  he  came 
harmony  with  the  royal  wig.  Above  upon  laitances  de  carpes !  **  The 
all,  he  studied  that  social  frankness  best  thing  in  the  world,''  he  cried, 
of  manner  with  which  the  able  sov-  and  one  gets  it  so  seldom  since  the 
ereign  dispelled  awe  of  his  presence  old  Rocher  de  Cancale  has  lost  its 
or  dread  of  his  astuteness.  De-  renown.  At  private  houses,  what 
cidedly  he  was  a  man  very  pleasant  does  one  get  now  ? — blnne  de  pauht 
to  converse  and  to  deal  with — so  long  — flavourless  trash.  After  all,  Gan- 
as  there  seemed  to  him  sometliing  drin,  when  we  lose  the  love-letters, 
to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose  by  being  it  is  some  consolation  that  laitances 
pleasant.  He  returned  Alain's  bow  de  carpes  and  sautes  de  foie  gras  arc 
by  a  cordial  offer  of  both  expansive  still  left  to  fill  up  the  void  in  our 
hands,  into  the  grasp  of  which  the  hearts.  Marquis,  heed  my  counsel ; 
hands  of  the  aristocrat  uttcrlv  dis-  cultivate  betimes  the  taste  for  the 
appeared.  **  Charmed  to  make  your  table ;  that  and  whist  are  the  sole 
acquaintance.  Marquis — still  more  resources  of  declining  years.  You 
charmed  if  you  will  let  me  be  use-  never  met  my  old  friend  Talleyrand 
ful  during  your  sejour  at  Paris.  — ah,  no !  he  was  long  before  your 
Ma  foi^  excuse  my  bluntness,  but  time.  He  cultivated  both,  but  he 
you  are  a  fort  beau  gar^n.  Mon-  made  two  mistakes.  No  man's  in- 
sieur,  your  father  was  a  handsome  tellect  is  perfect  on  all  sides.  He 
man,    but    you    beat    him    hollow,  confined  himself  to  one  meal  a-day 
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and  he  never  learned  to  play  well  and  talk  with  me  about  it  some  day 

at    whist       Avoid  his    errors,  *my  next  week,     I  hope  to  have  a  large 

young    friend — avoid    them.      Gan-  sum  of  money  set  free  in  a  few  days, 

drin,  1  guess  this  pine-apple  is  Eng-  Of  course,  mortgages  on  land  don't 

lish — it  is  superb."  pay  like  speculations  at  the  Bourse  ; 

"  You   are  right — a  present  from  but  I  am  rich  enough  to  please  my- 

the  Marquis  of  H ."  self.     We  will  see — we  will  see." 

**Ah  !  mstead  of  a  fee,  I  wager.  Here  Gandrin  returned  with  the 

The   Marquis  gives  nothing  for  no-  cigars  ;  but  Alain  at  that  time  never 

thing,  dear  man  !     Droll  people  the  smoked,  and  Louvier  excused   him- 

English.       You   have  never  visited  self,  with  a  laugh  and  a  sly  wink,  on 

England,    I    presume,    cher   Roche-  the  plea  that  he  was  going  to  pay 

briant  ?"  his  respects — as  doubtless  that  joli 

The  affable  financier  had  already  gar^on  was  going  to  do,   likewise — 

made  vast    progress    in   familiarity  to  a  Jjelle  dame  who  did  not  reckon 

with  his  silent  fellow-guest  the  smell  of  tobacco  among  the  per- 

When  the  dinner   was  over   and  fumes  of  Houbigant  or  Arabia, 

the    three  men   had  re-entered   the  "  Meanwhile,"     added     Louvier, 

salon  for  coffee  and  liqueurs,   Gan-  turning  to  Gandrin,  "  I  have  some- 

drin  left  Louvier  and   Alain  alone,  thing   to    say  to  you    on    business 

saying  he  was  going  to  his  cabinet  about    the    contract    for   that    new 

for   cigars   which   he  could    recom-  street   of    mine.      No   hurry — after 

mend.     Then   Louvier,    lightly  pat-  our  young  friend    has  gone  to  his 

ting  the  Marquis  on  the   shoulder,  *  assignation.' " 

said    with    what    the    French    call  Alain  could  not  misinterpret  the 

ejfusion^ — "My    dear    Rochebriant,  hint;   and  in  a  few   moments  took 

your    father  and    I   did    not  quite  leave  of  his  host  more  surprised  than 

understand  each  other.     He  took  a  disappointed  that  the  financier  had 

tone  of  grand  Seigneur  that   some-  not    invited    him,    as    Graham   had 

times  wounded   me ;  and  I   in   turn  assumed    he    would,    to    his   soirh 

was  perhaps  too   rude   in  asserting  the  following  evening, 

my  rights — as  creditor,  shall  I  say  ?  When  Alain  was   gone,  Louvier's 

— no,  as  fellow-citizen  ;  and  French-  jovial  manner  disappeared  also,  and 

men  are  so  vain,   so  over- susceptible  became    bluffly    rude    rather    than 

— fire   up  at  a   word — take   offence  bluntly  cordial, 

when  none  is  meant     We  two,  my  "  Gandrin,    what   did    3'ou   mean 

dear  boy,  should  be  superior  to  such  by  saying  that  the  young  man  was 

national    foibles.      Bref — I   have  a  no    miiscndin?      Muscadin — arista- 

mortgage    on    your    lands.        AVhy  crfft — offensive  from  top  to  toe." 

should  that  thought  mar  our  friend-  '*  You  amaze  me — you    seemed  to 

ship  ?      At  my   age,    though   I    am  take  to  him  so  cordially." 

not  yet  old,  one  is  flattered  if  the  "  And  pray,  were  you   too  blind 

young    like    us — pleased  if   we  can  to  remark   with   what   cold   reserve 

oblige  them,  and  remove   from  their  he  responded  to  my  condescensions  ? 

career  any  little  obstacle  in  its  way.  How  he  winced  when   I  called  him 

Gandrin  tells  me  you  wish  to  c  Rochebriant  ?  how  he  coloured  when 

sohd^te    all    the   charges    on    y  I    called    him    *dcar  boy'!      These 

estate  into  one  on  lower  rate  of  in-  aristocrats  think  we  ought  to  thank 

terest     Is  it  so  ?"  them  on  our  knees  when  they  take 

"I    am     so   advised,"     said     the  our    money,  and" — here    Louvier's 

Marquis.  face    darkened— "seduce    our    wo- 

**  And  very  rightly  advised;  come  men." 
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"  Monsieur  Louvier,  in  all  France 
I  do  not  know  a  greater  aristocrat 
than  yourself." 

I  don*t  know  whether  M.  Gand- 
rin  meant  that  speech  as  a  compli- 
ment, but  M.  Louvicr  took  it  as 
such — laughed  complacently  and 
rubbed  his  hands.  "Ay,  ay,  mil- 
lionaires are  the  real  aristocrats, 
for  they  have  power,  as  my  heau 
Marquis  will  soon  find.  I  must 
bid  you  good- night  Of  course  I 
shall  see  Madame  Gandrin  and 
yourself  to-morrow.  Prepare  for  a 
motley     gathering — lots     of    demo- 


crats and  foreigners,  with  artista 
and*autbors  and  such  creatures.'* 

**  Is  that  the  reason  why  you  did 
not  invite  the  Marquis  V 

"To  be  sure ;  I  would  not  shock 
so  pure  a  Legitimist  by  contact  with 
the  sons  of  the  people,  and  make 
him  still  colder  to  myself.  No ; 
when  he  comes  to  my  house  he 
shall  meet  lions  and  tivcurs  of  the 
haul  ton^  who  will  play  into  my 
hands  by  teaching  him  how  to  ruin 
himself  in  the  quickest  manner  and 
in  the  genre  Levis  X  V.  Bon  $oir, 
mon  tieuxy 


CHAPTER   VI. 


The  next  night  Graham  in  vain 
looked  round  for  Alain  in  M.  Lou- 
vier's  salons^  and  missed  his  high- 
bred mien  and  melancholy  counte- 
nance. M.  Louvier  had  been  for 
some  four  years  a  childless  widower, 
but  his  receptions  were  not  the  less 
numerously  attended,  nor  his  estab- 
lishment less  magnificently  monU 
for  the  absence  of  a  presiding  lady : 
very  much  the  contrary;  it  was  no- 
ticeable how  much  he  had  increased 
his  status  and  prestige  as  a  social 
personage  since  the  death  of  his  un- 
lamented  spouse. 

To  say  truth,  she  had  been  rather 
a  heavy  drag  on  his  triumphal 
car.  She  had  been  the  heiress 
of  a  man  who  had  amassed  a  great 
deal  of  money;  not  in  the  higher 
walks  of  commerce,  but  in  a  retail 
trade. 

Louvier  himself  was  the  son  of  a 
rich  money-lender;  he  had  entered 
life  with  an  ample  fortune  and  an 
intense  desire  to  be  admitted  into 
those  more  brilliant  circles  in  which 
fortune  can  be  dissipated  with  eclat. 
He  might  not  have  attained  this  ob- 
ject but  for  the  friendly  countenance 
of  a  young  noble  who  was  then 

'"The  glasB  of  fashion  and  the  mould   cf 
form." 


But  this  young  noble,  of  whom  later 
we  shall  hear  more,  came  suddenly 
to  grief;  and  when  the  money- 
lender's son  lost  that  potent  pro- 
tector, the  dandies,  previously  so 
civil,  showed  him  a  very  cold 
shoulder. 

Louvier  then  became  an  ardent 
democrat,  and  recruited  the  fortune 
he  had  impaired  by  the  aforesaid 
marriage,  launched  into  colossal 
speculations,  and  became  enor- 
mously rich.  Hia  aspirations  for 
social  rank  now  revived,  but  his 
wife  sadly  interfered  with  them. 
She  was  thrifty  by  nature;  sym- 
pathised little  with  her  husband's 
genius  for  accumulation ;  always 
said  he  would  end  in  a  hospital; 
hated  Republicans;  despised  au- 
thors and  artists ;  and  by  the  ladies 
of  the  heau  monde  was  pronounced 
common  and  vulgar. 

So  long  as  she  lived,  it  was  im- 
possible for  Louvier  to  realise  his 
ambition  of  having  one  of  the  aalon$ 
which  at  Paris  establish  celebrity 
and  position.  He  could  not  then 
command  those  advantages  of  wealth 
which  he  especially  coveted.  He 
was  eminently  successful  in  doing 
this  now.  As  soon  as  she  was  safe 
in  Pere  la  Chaise,  ho  enlarged  his 
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hotel  by  the  purchase  and  annexa-  S6vre»  and  Limoges,  and  medieval 
lion  of  an  adjoining  house ;  redecor-  varieties  of  Venetian  glass.  On  the 
ated  and  refurnished  it,  and  in  this  ground-floor,  which  opened  on  the 
task  displayed,  it  must  be  said  to  lawn  of  a  large  garden,  Louvier  had 
his  credit,  or  to  that  of  the  adminis-  his  suite  of  private  apartments,  fur- 
trators  he  selected  for  the  purpose,  nished,  as  he  said,  "  simply,  accord- 
a  nobleness  of  taste  rarely  exhibited  ing  to  English  notions  of  comfort" 
nowadays.  His  collection  of  pic-  Englishmen  wonld  have  said  **aocord- 
tures  was  not  large,  and  consisted  ing  to  French  notions  of  luxury." 
exclusively  of  the  Frenchi  school.  Enough  of  these  details,  which  a 
ancient  and  modern,  for  in  all  things  writer  cannot  give  without  feeling 
Louvier  affected  the  patriot  But  himself  somewhat  vulgarised  in  do- 
each  of  those  pictures  was  a  gem  ;  ing  so,  but  without  a  loose  general 
such  Watteaus  I  such  Greuzes !  such  idea  of  which  a  reader  would  not 
landscapes  by  Patcl !  and,  above  have  an  accurate  conception  of 
all,  such  masterpieces  by  Ingres,  something  not  vulgar — -of  something 
Horace  Vernet,  and  Delaroche,  were  grave,  historical,  possibly  tragical, 
worth  all  the  doubtful  originals  of  the  existence  of  a  Parisian  million' 
Flemish  and  Italian  art  which  make  aire  at  the  date  of  this  narrative, 
the  ordinary  boast  of  private  col-  The  evidence  of  wealth  was  every- 
Icctors.  where  manifest  at  M.  Louvier' s,  but 
These  pictures  occupied  two  rooms  it  was  everywhere  refined  by  an 
of  moderate  size,  built  for  their  re-  equal  evidence  of  taste.  The  apart- 
ception,  and  lighted  from  above,  ments  devoted  to  hospitality  min- 
Thc  great  salon  to  which  they  led  istered  to  the  delighted  study  of 
contained  treasures  scarcely  less  pre-  artists,  to  whom  free  access  was 
cious ;  the  walls  were  covered  with  giver),  and  of  whom  two  or  three 
the  richest  silks  which  the  looms  of  might  be  seen  daily  in  the  "  show- 
Lyons  could  produce.  Every  piece  rooms,"  copying  pictures  or  taking 
of  furniture  here  was  a  work  of  sketches  of  rare  articles  of  furniture 
art  in  its  way  :  console-tables  of  or  effects  for  palatian  interiors. 
Florentine  mosaic,  inlaid  with  pearl  Among  the  things  which  rich 
and  lapis-lazuli ;  cabinets  in  which  English  visitors  of  Paris  most  covet- 
the  exquisite  designs  of  the  renais-  ed  to  see  was  M.  Louvier's  hotel ; 
sance  were  carved  in  ebony ;  colos-  and  few  among  the  richest  left  it 
sal  vases  of  Russian  malachite,  but  without  a  sigh  of  envy  and  despair, 
wrought  by  French  artists.  The  Only  in  such  London  houses  as  be- 
very  nicknacks  scattered  carelessly  long  to  a  Sutherland  or  a  Holford 
about  the  room  might  have  been  could  our  metropolis  exhibit  a  splen- 
admired  in  the  cabinets  of  the  Pa-  dour  as  opulent  and  a  taste  as  re- 
lazzo  Pitti.     Beyond  this  room  lay  fined. 

the  mile  de  danse,  its  ^  ceiling  M.  Louvier  had  his  set  evenings 
painted  by  *  *  ♦,  supported  by  for  popular  assemblies.  At  these 
white  marble  columns,  the  glazed  wereentertained  the  Liberals  of  every 
balcony  and  the  angles  of  the  shade,  from  tricolor  to  rovqe^  with 
room  filled  with  tiers  of  exotics,  the  artists  and  writers  most  in  vogue, 
In  the  dining  room,  on  the  same  pele-mele  with  decorated  diplomat- 
floor,  on  the  other  side  of  the  land-  ists,  ex-ministers,  Orleanists,  and  Re- 
ing-place,  were  stored  in  glazed  publicans,  distinguished  foreigners, 
buffets,  not  only  vessels  and  salvers  plutocrats  of  the  Bourse,  and  lions 
of  plate,  silver  and  gold^  but,  more  male  and  female  from  the  arid  nurse 
costly  still,  matchless  specimens  of  of  that  race,  the  Chaussee  d'Antin 
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Of  his  more  select  reunions  some-  for?    rifles  of  fior\^  fa^ades^  staring 

thing  will  be  said  later.  and  glaring  at  one  with  goggle-eyed 

"  And  how  does  this  poor  Paris  pitiless  windows.  House  -  rents 
metamorphosed  please  Mons.  Vane  ?"  trebled  ;  and  the  consciousness  that, 
asked  a  Frenchman  with  a  hand-  if  you  venture  to  grumble,  under- 
some  intelligent  countenance,  very  ground  railways,  like  concealed  vol- 
carefully  dressed,  though  in  a  some-  canoes,  can  burst  forth  on  you  at 
what  bygone  fashion,  and  carrying  any  moment  with  an  eruption  of 
oir  his  tenth  lustrum  with  an  air  bayonets  and  muskets.  This  mau- 
too  sprightly  to  evince  any  sense  of  dit  empire  seeks  to  keep  its  hold  on 
the  weight  France  much   as   a  grand  seigneur 

This  gentleman,   the  Vicomte  de  seeks  to  enchain  a  nymph   of  the 

Brez6,  was  of  good  birth,  and  had  a  ballet,  tricks  her  out  in  finery  and 

legitimate   right  to  his   title  of  Vi-  baubles,   and   insures  her  infidelity 

comte,  which  is  more   than  can  be  the  moment  he  fails  to  satisfy  her 

said  of  many  vicomtes  one  meets  at  whims." 

Paris.     He  had  no  other  property,  **  Vicomte,"     answered     Graham, 

however,  than  a  principal  share  m  **  I   have  had  the   honour   to  know 

an  influential  journal,   to  which  he  you  since  I  was  a  small  boy  at  a 

was  a   lively   and  sparkling  contri-  preparatory    school    home    for    the 

butor.     In    his    youth,    under    the  holidays,  and  you  were  a  guest  at 

reign  of  Louis  Philippe,  he  had  been  my    father's    country-house.      You 

a  chief   among  literary   exquisites,  were  then  fete  as  one  of  the  most 

and  Balzac  was  said  to  have  taken  promising  writers  among  the  young 

him  more  than  once  as  his   model  men  of  the  day,  especially  favoured 

for  those  brilliant  young    tauriens  by    the    princes     of    the     reigning 

who  figure  in   the  great  novelist's  family.     I    shall    never    forgot    the 

comedy    of     *  Human    Life.*       The  impression  made  on  me    by    your 

Vicomte's  fashion  expired  with  the  brilliant   appearance    and    your    no 

Orlcanist  dynasty.  less  brilliant  talk." 

*' Is  it  possible,  my  dear  Vicomte,"  *^  Ah  f    ces    heaux  jours!    ee    bon 

answered  Graham,  **  not  to  be  pleased  Louis  Philij>pe,  ee  cher  petit  Join- 

with  a  capital  so  marvellously  em-  vilU^^^  sighed  the  Vicomte. 

bellished  V  **  But  at  that  day  you  compared 

**  Embellished  it  may  be  to  foreign  le    Ion    Louis   Philippe    to    Robert 

eyes,"    said  the    Vicomte,    sighing,  Macaire.       You    described    all     his 

"  but  not  improved  to  the  taste  of  a  sons,  .  including,   no  doubt,   ce  eher 

Parisian   like  me.     I  miss  the  dear  petit  JoinvilU^  in  terms  of  resentful 

Paris  of  old — the  streets  associated  contempt,    as    so    many    plausible 

with  my  beaux  jours  are  no  more,  gamins  whom  Robert  Macaire  was 

Is    there    not     something     drearily  training  to  cheat  the  public  in  the 

monotonous   in    those    interminable  interest  of  the  family   firm.     I  rc- 

perspectivcs  ?     How  frightfully   the  member  my  father  saying  to  you  in 

way  lengthens   before  one's    eyes  I  answer,  *No  royal  house  in  Europe 

In  the  twists  and  curves  of  the  old  has    more    sought    to    develop    the 

Paris  one  was  relieved  from  the  pain  literature  of  an  epoch,  and  to  sig- 

of  seeing  how  far  one  had  to  go  nalise  its  representatives  by  social 

from  one  spot  to  another— each  tor-  respect  and   official  honours,    than 

tuous  street  had  a  separate  idiosyn-  that  of  the  Orleans  dynasty  ;   you, 

crasy ;  what  picturesque  diversities,  M.    de  Breze,   do  but  imitate  your 

what    interesting    recollections — all  elders    in    seeking    to   destroy    the 

swept  away  I  Mon  Dieu !  and  what  dynasty  under  which  you  flourish ; 
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should  jrou  succeed,  you  hommen  de  comte,  good-huinouredly ;  "  there  is 

plume  will  be  the  first  sufferers  and  a  sting  of  truth  in  your  witticism, 

the  loudest  complainers. '  **  Indeed,    I    must    send    you    some 

"  Cher  Monsieur  Vane,^^  said  the  articles   of    mine  in  which  I  have 

Vicomte,       smiling       complacently,  said  much  the  same  thing — les  heavx 

"  Your  father  did  me  great  honour  esprits  se  rencontrent.     The  fault  of 

in  classing  me   with   Victor    Hugo,  us  French  is  impatience — desire  of 

Alexandre   Dumas,    Emile  de    Gir-  change;  but  then  it  is  that  desire 

ardin,    and    the  other  stars  of   the  which   keeps    the  world  going  and 

Orleanist     galaxy,     including     our  retains  our  place  at  the  head  of  it 

friend  here,    M.    Savarin.      A   very  However,   at  this   time  wo  are  all 

superior  man  was  your  father."  living  too  fast  for  our  money  to  keep 

"  And,"  said  Savarin,  who,  being  up  with  it,  and  too  slow  for  our  in- 
an  Orleanist,  had  listened  to  Gra-  tellect  not  to  flag.  We  vie  with 
ham's  speech  with  an  approving  each  other  on  the  road  to  ruin,  for 
smile — "and  if  I  remember  right,  in  literature  all  the  old  paths  to 
my  dear  De  Breze,  no  one  was  more  fame  arc  shut  up." 
brilliantly  severe  than  yourself  on  Here  a  tall  gentleman,  with  whom 
poor  De  Lamartine  and  the  Republic  the  Vicomte  had  been  conversing 
that  succeeded  Louis  Philippe ;  no  before  he  accosted  Vane,  and  who 
one  more  emphatically  expressed  had  remained  beside  De  Breze  listen- 
tho  yearning  desire  for  another  ing  in  silent  attention  to  this  col- 
Napoleon  to  restore  order  at  home  loquy,  interposed,  speaking  in  the 
and  renown  abroad.  Now  you  have  slow  voice  of  one  accustomed  to 
got  another  Napoleon."  measure  his  words,  and  with  a  slight 

"And    I  want    change    for    my  but  unmistakab^  German  accent — 

Napoleon,"  said  De  Breze,  laughing.  "There  is  that,  M.  de  Breze,  which 

"My  dear    Vicomte,"  said    Gra-  makes  one  think  gravely  of   what 

ham,  "one  thing  we  may  all  grant,  you  say  so  lightly.     Viewing  things 

that  in  culture  and  intellect  you  are  with    the    unprejudiced   eyes    of   a 

far  superior    to  the    mass  of   your  foreigner,    I    recognise     much     for 

fellow-Parisians ;  that  you  are  there-  which  France  should  be  grateful  to 

fore  a  favourable  type  of  their  poli-  the  Emperor.     Under  his  sway  her 

tical  character."  material  resources  have   been  mar- 

"j4A,    mon    cher^   vous  etes  trap  vellously  augmented ;  her  commerce 

nhnahUy  has  been  placed  by  the  treaty  with 

"  And  therefore  I  venture  to  say  England    on    sounder    foundations, 

this,  if  the  archangel  Gabriel  were  and  is  daily  exhibiting  richer  life ; 

permitted  to  descend  to  Paris  and  form  her   agriculture    has  made    a  pro- 

the  best  government  for  France  that  digious    advance   wherever    it    has 

the  wisdom  of  seraph  could  devise,  it  allowed  room    for    capitalists,   and 

would  not  be  two  years — I  doubt  if  escaped  from    the  curse  of    petty 

it  would  be  six  months — before  out  allotinents  and    peasant-proprietors 

of  this  Paris,    which  you  call   the  — a  curse  which  would  have  ruined 

Foyer  des    IdeeSy   would    emerge  a  any  country  less  blessed  by  Nature  ; 

powerful  party,  adorned  by  yourself  turbulent  factions  have  been  quelled ; 

and    other    hommes  de    plume,    in  internal     order     maintained;      the 

favour  of  a  revolution  for  the  benefit  external  prestige  of  France,   up  at 

of  ce  hon  Satan  and  ce    cher  petit  least  to  the  date  of    the    Mexican 

Beelzebub.'^  war,   increased  to  an    extent    that 

"What  a    pretty  vein  of    satire  might  satisfy  even  a   Frenchman's 

you  have,   mon  cher  T''  said   the  Vi-  amour  propre ;  and  her  advance  in 
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civilisation  has  been  manifested  by  depths  of  vour  society  makes  itself 

ther>pid  creation  of  a  naval  power  shown  on  the  surface.    Napoleon  III. 

which  should  put  even  England  on  has  been  compared  to  Augustus ;  and 

her    mettle.       But,    on     the    other  there  are  many  startling  similitudes 

hand "  between  them  in  character  and  in 

'^  Ay,  on  the   other  hand,"   said  fate.     Each  succeeds  to  the  heritage 

the  Vicomte.  of  a  great  name  that  had  contriv^ 

"  On  the  other  hand  there  are  in  to  unite  autocracy  with  the  popular 
the  imperial  system  two  causes  of  cause.  Each  subdued  all  rival  corn- 
decay  and  of  rot  silently  at  work,  petitors,  and  inaugurated  despotic 
They  may  not  be  the  faults  of  the  rule  in  the  name  of  freedom.  Each 
Emperor,  but  they  are  such  mis-  mingled  enough  of  sternness  with 
fortunes  as  may  cause  the  fall  of  the  ambitious  will  to  stain  with  blood- 
Empire.  The  first  is  an  absolute  shed  the  commencement  of  his 
divorce  between  the  political  system  power ;  but  it  would  be  an  absurd 
and  the  intellectual  culture  of  the  mjustice  to  fix  the  same  degree  of 
nation.  The  throne  and  the  system  condemnation  on  the  coup  d'etat  as 
rest  on  universal  sutfrage — on  a  humanity  fixes  on  the  earlier  cruel- 
suffi^ge  which  gives  to  classes  the  ties  of  Augustus.  Each,  once  firm 
most  ignorant  a  power  that  prepon-  in  his  seat,  became  mild  and  clem- 
deratcs  over  all  the  healthful  ele-  ent :  Augustus  perhaps  from  policy, 
ments  of  knowledge.  It  is  the  ten-  Napoleon  IIL  from  a  native  kind- 
dcncy  of  all  ignorant  multitudes  to  liness  of  disposition  which  no  fair 
personify  themselves,  as  it  were,  in  critic  of  character  can  fail  to  ac- 
one  individual  They  cannot  com-  knowledge.  Enough  of  similitudes; 
prehend  you  when  you  argue  for  now  for  one  salient  difference.  Ob- 
a  principle  ;  they  do  comprehend  serve  how  earnestly  Augustus  strove, 
you  when  you  talk  of  a  name.  The  and  how  completely  he  succeeded 
Emperor  Napoleon  is  to  them  a  in  the  task,  to  rail}'  round  him  all 
name,  and  the  prefects  and  officials  the  leading  intellects  in  every  grade 
who  influence  their  votes  are  paid  and  of  every  party — the  followers 
for  incorporating  all  principles  in  of  Antony,  the  friends  of  Brutus 
the  shibboleth  of  that  single  name,  —every  great  captain,  every  great 
You  have  thus  sought  the  well-  statesman,  every  great  writer,  every 
spring  of  a  political  system  in  the  man  who  could  lend  a  ray  of  mind 
deepest  stratum  of  popular  ignor-  to  his  own  Julian  constellation,  and 
ance.  To  rid  populnr  ignorance  of  make  the  age  of  Augustus  an  era 
its  normal  revolutionary  bias,  the  in  the  annals  of  human  intellect 
rural  peasants  are  indoctrinated  with  and  genius.  But  this  has  not  been 
the  conservatism  that  comes  from  the  good  fortune  of  your  Emperor, 
the  fear  which  appertains  to  pro-  The  result  of  his  system  has  been 
perty.  They  have  their  roods  of  the  suppression  of  intellect  in  every 
land  or  their  shares  in  a  national  department  He  has  rallied  round 
loan.  Thus  you  estrange  the  crassi-  him  not  one  great  statesman ;  his 
tude  of  an  ignorant  democracy  still  praises  are  hymned  by  not  one  great 
more  from  the  intelligence  of  the  poet  The  celehriUs  of  a  former  day 
educated  classes  by  combining  it  stand  aloof;  or,  preferring  exile  to 
lyith  the  most  selfish  and  abject  constrained  allegiance,  assail  him 
of  all  the  apprehensions  that  are  with  unremitting  missiles  from  their 
ascribed  to  aristocracy  and  wealth,  asylum  in  foreign  shores.  His  r^gn 
What    is    thus    embedded    in     the  is  sterile  of    new  eeUbrites.      Toe 
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ew  that  arise  enlist  themselves  of  authors,  ascend  to  fairer  heights 
against  him.  Whenever  he  shall  in  the  attics  of  ouvriers.^^ 
venture  to  give  full  freedom  to  the  **  The  ouvriers^  oworiers  of  Paris !" 
press  and  to  the  legislature,  the  in-  cried  this  terrible  German, 
tellect  thus  suppressed  or  thus  hos-  "  Ay,  Monsieur  le  Comte,  what 
tile  will  burst  forth  in  collected  can  you  say  against  our  ouvriers  f 
volume.  His  partisans  have  not  been  A  German  count  cannot  condescend 
trained  and  disciplined  to  meet  such  to  learn  anything  about  ces  petits 
assailants.      They  will  be  as  weak    gens.^^ 

as   no  doubt  they  will   be  violent.         "Monsieur,"  replied  the  German,  • 
And  the  worst  is,  that  the  intellect    "  in  the  eyes  of  a  statesman  there 
thus  rising  in  mass  against  him  will    are  no  petits  gens,  and  in  those  of  a 
be  warped  and  distorted,  like  cap-    philosopher  no  peUtes  cho«es.     We 
tives  who,  being  kept  in  chains,  ex-    in  Germany  have  too  many  difiBcult 
ercise  their  limbs,  on  escaping,   in    problems     affecting     our    working 
vehement    jumps   without    definite    classes    to  solve,  not    to    have  in- 
object      The   directors   of   ematici-    duced  me  to  glean  all  the  informa- 
pated  opinion  may  thus  be  terrible    tion    I  can    as  to    the    ouvriers   of 
enemies  to  the  Imperial  Government,    Paris.      They  have    amongst  them 
but  they  will  be  very  unsafe  coun-    men  of  aspirations  as  noble  as  can 
cillors    to     France.       Concurrently    animate  the  souls  of   philosophers 
with  this  divorce  between  the  Impe-    and    poets,    perhaps    not    the    less 
rial  system  and  the  national  intel-    noble    because    common-sense  and  x 
lect — a    divorce    so    complete  that    experience     cannot     follow      their 
even  your  salons  have  lost  their  wit,    flight     But  as  a  body,  the  ouvriers 
and    even     your    caricatures     their    of  Paris  have  not  been  elevated  in 
point — a    corruption     of    manners    political  morality  by  the  benevolent 
which  the  Empire,   I  own,  did  not    aim  of  the  Emperor  to  find  them 
originate,   but  inherit,   has  become    ample  work  and  good  wages  inde- 
80   common  that    every  one    owns    pendent  of    th^  natural  laws   that 
and   nobody  blames    it      The  gor-    regulate    the    markets     of    labour, 
geous  ostentation  of  the  Court  has    Accustomed    thus    to  consider  the 
perverted  the  habits  of  the  people.    State  bound  to  maintain  them,  the 
The    intelligence     obstructed  Jrom    moment  the  State  fails  in  that  im- 
other  vents  betakes  itself  to  specu-    possible  task,   they  will  accommo- 
lating  for  a  fortune ;  and  the  greed    date  their  honesty  to  a  rush  upon 
of  gain    and    the^  passion  for   show    property  under  the  name  of  social 
are   sapping   the^  noblest    elements    reform.     Have  you  not  noticed  how 
of  the  old  French  manhood.     Pub-    largely    increased  within    the    last 
lie  opinion  stamps  with  no  oppro-    few  years  is  the  number  of  those 
brium   a  minister  or  favourite  who    who  cry  out,  *  La  Propriete,  c^est  U 
profits  by  a  job;    and  I  fear  you    voVf      Have    you    considered    the 
will    find     that    jobbing    pervades    rapid  growth   of    the  International 
all     your     administrative     depart-    Association  ?  I  do  not  say  that  for  all 
ments."  these  evils  the  Empire  is  exclusively 

"All  very  true,"  said  De  Brez6,  responsible.  To  a  certain  degree 
with  a  shrug  of  the  shoulders  and  they  are  found  in  all  rich  communi- 
in  a  tone  of  levity  that  seemed  to  ties,  especially  where  democracy  is 
ridicule  the  assertion  he  volunteered ;  more  or  less  in  the  ascendant  To 
"  Virturc  and  Honour  banished  from  a  certain  extent  they  exist  in  the 
courts  and  salons  and  the  cabinets    large  towns  of  Germany ;  they  are 
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conspicuously  increasing  in  Eng-  transformed  the  world!  What  re- 
land;  they  are  acknowledged  to  bo  volutions  do  you  speak  of  ?" 
dangerous  in  the  United  States  of  "The  invention  of  gunpowder, 
America;  they  are,  I  am  told  on  the  invention  of  printing,  and  the 
good  authority,  making  themselves  expansion  of  a  monk's  quarrel  with 
visible  with  the  spread  of  civilisa-  his  Pope  into  the  Lutheran  revolu- 
tion   in    Russia.       But   under    the  tion." 

French  Empire   they  have    become  Here  the  German  paused,  and  asked 

glaringly  rampant,  and  I  venture  to  the   Vicomte   to    introduce  him  to 

predict  that  the  day  is  not  far  off  Vane,  which  De  Brezc  did   by  the 

when  the  rot  at  work  throughout  all  title  of  Count  von  Rudcsheim.     On 

layers  and  strata  of  French  society  hearing  Vane's    name,    the    Count 

will  insure  a  fall  of  the  fabric  at  inquired  if  he  were  related  to  the  or- 

the  sound  of  which  the  world  will  ator  and  statesman,  George  Graham 

ring.  Vane,   whose    opinions,   uttered    in 

**  There  is  many  a  fair  and  stately  Parliament,  were  still  authoritative 

tree  which  continues  to  throw  out  among  German  thinkers.     This  com- 

its    leaves   and   rear   its    crest   till  pliment  to  his  deceased  father  im- 

suddenly  the  wind  smites  it,   and  mensely  gratified,  but  at  the  same 

then,   and  not  till   then,  the  trunk  time     considerably    surprised,     the 

which  seems  so  solid  is  found  to  be  Englishman,     llis  father,  no  doubt, 

but  the  rind  to  a  mass  of  crumbled  had  been  a  man  of  much  influence 

powder.*'  in  the  British   House  of  Commons 

"Monsieur  lo    Comte,"   said  the  — a    very    weighty    speaker,    and, 

Vicomte,  "you  are  a  severe  critic  while  in  office,   a  first-rate  admini- 

and  a  lugubrious  prophet     But  a  strator ;  but  Englishmen  know  what 

German  is  so  safe  from  revolution  a  House  of  Commons  reputation  is 

that  he  takes  alarm  at  the  stir  of  — how  fugitive,   how    little  cosmo- 

niovement  which  is  the  normal  state  politan  ;  and  that  a  German  count 

of  the  French  esprit. ^^  should  ever  have  heard  of  his  father, 

"French  esprit  may  soon  evapo-  delighted,    but    amazed    him.      In 

rate  into  Parisian  &^<w^.     AstoGer-  stating    himself  to  be  the    son   of 

many  being    safe  from  revolution,  Oeorge  Graham  Vane,  he  intimated 

allow  me    to   repeat    a    saying  of  not  only  the  delight,  but  the  amaze, 

Goethe's — but  has  M.  le  Comte  ever  with  *  the  frank  satoir  vivre  which 

heard  of  Goethe  ?"  was  one  of    his  salient   character- 

"  Goethe,  of  course — trhjoliecri-  istics. 

lytin.^^  "  Sir,"  replied  the  German,  speak- 

"  Goethe  said  to  some  one  who  ing  in  very  correct  English,  but  still 

was  making  much  the  same  remark  with    his  national    accent,    "  every 

as  yourself,  *  We  Germans  are  in  a  German   reared  to  political  service 

state  of  revolution  now,  but  we  do  studies  England  as  the  school  for 

things  so  slowly  that  it  will  be  a  practical  thought  distinct  from  im- 

hundred  years  before  we  Germans  practicable  theories.     Long  may  you 

shall  find  it  out    But  when  com-  allow  us  to  do  so ;  only  excuse  me 

pleted,  it  will  be  the  greatest  revolu-  one  remark  ;   never  let  the  selfish 

tion  society  has  yet  seen,  and  will  element  of   the  practical  supersede 

last  like  the  other  revolutions  that,  the  generous  element     Your  father 

beginning,   scarce  noticed,   in   Ger-  never  did  so  in  his  speeches,  and 

many,  have  transformed  the  world.*  **  therefore  we  admired  him.    At  the 

"  ikabte^  M.  le  Comte !  Germans  present  day  we  don't  so  much  care 
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to  study  English  speeches.  They 
may  be  insular, — they  are  not  Eu- 
ropean. T  honour  England ;  Heaven 
grant  that  you  may  not  be  making 
sad  mistakes  in  the  belief  that  you 
can  long  remain  England  if  you 
cease  to  be  European."  Herewith 
the  German  bowed,  not  uncivilly 
— on   the  contrary,  somewhat  cere- 


moniously— and  disappeared  with 
a  Prussian  Secretary  of  Embassy, 
whose  arm  he  linked  in  his  owd, 
into  a  room  less  frequented. 

"  Vicomte,  who  and  what  is  your 
German  count?"  asked  Vane. 

"A  solemn  pedant,"  answered 
the  lively  Vicomte — "a  German 
count,  que  voulez-vous  de  plus  V 


CHAPTER  VII. 


A  little  later  Graham  found  him-  bank  have  wo  here  ?"  he  sank  into 
self  alone  amongst  the  crowd.  At-  a  chair  behind  the  door,  and  fell 
tracted  by  the  sound  of  music,  he  into  an  absorbed  reverie.  From 
had  strayed  into  one  of  the  rooms  this  he  was  aroused  by  the  cessation 
whence  it  came,  and  in  which,  of  the  music,  and  the  hum  of  sub- 
though  his  range  of  acquaintance  at  dued  approbation  by  which  it  was 
Paris  was,  for  an  Englishman,  large  followed.  Above  the  hum  swelled 
and  somewhat  miscellaneous,  he  re-  the  imposing  voice  of  M.  Louvier, 
cognised  no  familiar  countenance,  as  he  rose  from  a  seat  on  the  other 
A  lady  was  playing  the  piandforto  side  of  the  piano,  by  which  hifr 
— playing  remarkably  well — with  bulky  form  had  been  partially  con- 
accurate    science,    with    that    equal  cealed. 

lightness    and    strength    of    finger  "Bravo!      perfectly     played — ex- 
which  produces  brilliancy  of  execu-  cellent !    Can  we  not  persuade  your 
tion.     But  to  appreciate  her  music  charming  young    countrywoman  to> 
one   should   be  musical   one^s  self,  gratify  us  even  by  a  single  song?" 
It  wanted  the  charm  that  fascinates  Then  turning  aside  and  addressing 
the  uninitiated.      The  guests  in  the  some  one  else  invisible  to  Graham, 
room   were  musical   connoisseurs —  he  said,  "  Does  that  tyrannical  doc- 
a   class   with  whom   Graham   Vane  tor    still     compel    you    to    silence,, 
had  nothing  in  common.     Even    if  Mademoiselle?" 
he  had  been  more  capable  of  enjoy-  A   voice    so    sweetly    modulated, 
ing  the   excellence  of   the  player's  that  if  there  were  any  sarcasm  in 
performance,  the  glance  he  directed  the  words  it  was  lost  in  the  softnesHi 
towards  her  would  have  sufficed  to  of    pathos,     answered,    "  Nay,    M. 
chill    him    into    indifference.       She  Louvier,    he    rather    overtasks    the 
was  not  young,  and,  with  prominent  words  at  my  command  in  thankful - 
features    and    puckered    skin,    was  ness  to  those  who,  like  yourself,  so 
twisting  her  face  into  strange  senti-  kindly  regard  me  as  something  else 
mental  grimaces,  as  if  terribly  over-  than  a  singer." 
come  by  the  beauty  and  pathos  of  It  was  not  the    she-mountebanlc 
her  own  melodies.   To  add  to  Vane's  who  thus  spoke.      Graham  rose  and 
displeasure,    she  was  dressed  in  a  looked  round  with  instinctive  curio- 
costume  wholly  antagonistic   to  his  sity.       He  met  the  face  that  he  said 
views  of  the  becoming — in  a  Greek  had  haunted  him.   She  too  had  risen, 
jacket  of  gold  and  scarlet,  contrasted  standing  near  the  piano,  with   one 
by  a  Turkish  turban.  hand  tenderly  resting  on   the  she- 
Muttering    "  What    she  -  mountc-  mountebank's    scarlet    and    gilded' 
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shoulder: — the  face  that  haunted  tastes,  who  became  admitted  into 
him,  and  yet  with  a  difference,  his  intimate  acquaintance. 
There  was  a  faint  blush  on  the  clear  Mrs.  Morley,  ten  or  twelve  years 
pale  cheek,  a  soft  yet  playful  light  younger  than  her  husband,  had  no 
in  the  grave  dark-blue  eyes,  which  nasal  twang,  and  employed  no  Ame- 
had  not  been  visible  in  the  coun-  ricanisms  in  her  talk,  which  was 
tenance  of  the  young  lady  in  the  frank,  lively,  and  at  times  eloquent 
pearl-coloured  robe.  Graham  did  She  had  a  great  ambition  to  be  es- 
not  hear  Louvier^s  reply,  though  teemed  of  a  masculine  understand- 
no  doubt  it  was  loud  enough  for  ing:  Nature  unkindly  frustrated 
him  to  hear.  He  sank  again  into  that  ambition  in  rendering  her  a 
reverie.  Other  guests  now  came  model  of  feminine  grace.  Graham 
into  the  room,  among  them  Frank  was  intimately  acquainted  with 
Morley,  styled  Colonel — (eminent  Colonel  Morley ;  and  with  Mrs.  Mor- 
military  titles  in  the  States  do  not  ley  had  contracted  one  of  those  cor- 
always  denote  eminent  military  ser-  dial  friendships  which,  perfectly 
vices) — ^a  wealthy  American,  and  his  free  alike  from  polite  flirtation  and 
sprightly  and  beautiful  wife.  The  Platonic  attachment,  do  sometimes 
Colonel  was  a  clever  man,  rather  spring  up  between  persons  of  oppo- 
stiff  in  his  deportment,  and  grave  in  site  sexes  without  the  slightest  dan- 
speech,  but  by  no  means  without  a  ger  of  changing  its  honest  charac- 
vein  of  dry  humour.  By  the  French  ter  into  morbid  sentimentality  or 
he  was  esteemed  a  high-bred  speci-  unlawful  passion.  The  Morlevs 
men  of  the  kind  of  grand  seigneur  stopped  to  accost  Graham,  but  the 
which  democratic  republics  engen-  lady  had  scarcely  said  three  words 
der.  He  spbke  French  like  a  Pari-  to  him,  before,  catching  sight  of  the 
;8ian,  had  an  imposing  presence,  and  haunting  face,  she  darted  towards 
spent  a  great  deal  of  money  with  it  Her  husband,  less  emotional, 
the  elegance  of  a  man  of  taste  and  bowed  at  the  distance,  and  said,  *^  To 
the  generosity  of  a  man  of  heart  my  taste,  sir,  the  Signorina  Cicogna 
His  high  breeding  was  not  quite  so  is  the  loveliest  girl  in  the  present 
well  understood  by  the  English,  be-  &««,*  and  full  of  mind,  sir." 
•  cause  the  English  are  apt  to  judge  *^  Singing  mind,''  said  Graham, 
breeding  by  little  conventional  rules  sarcastically,  and  in  the  ill-natured 
not  observed  by  the  American  Colo-  impulse  of  a  man  striving  to  check 
neL  He  had  a  slight  nasal  twang,  his  inclination  to  admire, 
and  introduced  "  sir"  with  redund-  "  I  have  not  heard  her  sing,"  rc- 
ant  ceremony  in  addressing  English-  plied  the  American^  dryly;  **and 
men,  however  intimate  he  might  the  words  *  singing  mind  are  doubt- 
be  with  them,  and  had  the  habit  less  accurately  English,  since  yoa 
(perhaps  with  a  sly  intention  to  employ  them,  but  at  Boston  the 
■startle  or  puzzle  them)  of  adorning  collocation  would  be  deemed  bar- 
his  style  of  conversation  with  quaint  barous.  You  fly  off  the  handle. 
Americanisms.  The  epithet,  sir,  is  not  in  concord 

Nevertheless,  the  genial  amiability  with  the  substantive." 
and  the  inherent  dignity  of  his  cha-  ^*  Boston  would  be  in   the  right, 
racter  made  him  acknowledged  as  a  my    dear    Colonel      I    stand    re- 
thorough  gentleman  by  every  Eng-  buked ;    mind  has  little  to  do  with 
lishman,    however    conventional    in  singing." 


*  Ihe^  B  common  expression  in  '*  the  West  **  for  a  meeting  or  gathering  of  poople. 
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*^]   take  leave  to  deny  that,  sir.  Graham   was   touched,  and    said 

You  fire  into  the  wrong  flock,  and  gently,     "Your    own    mother    was 

would  not  hazard  the  remark  if  you  evidently  very  dear  to  you." 

had  conversed  as   I  have  with  Sig-  Isaura's   lip   quivered,    and    she 

norina  Cicogna."  made    a    slight    movement    as    if 

Before  Graham  could  answer,  Sig-  she    would     have    withdrawn    her 

norina  Cicogna    stood    hefore  him,  hand  from  his  arm.      He  saw  that 

leaning  lightly  on  Mrs.  Morley's  arm.  he  had  offended  or  wounded  her, 

"  Frank,   you  must  take  us  into  and  with  the  straightforward  frank- 

the    refreshment  -  room,"   said  Mrs.  ness  natural  to  him,  resumed  quick- 

Morley  to  her  husband;  and  then,  ly — 

turning  to  Graham,   added,    "  Will  "  ^y  remark  was  impertinent  in 

you  help  to  make  way  for  us  ?"  a  stranger ;  forgive  it" 

Graham   bowed,   and    offered  his  *' There    is    nothiug    to    forgive, 

arm  to  the  fair  speaker.  Monsieur." 

"  No,"   said   she,  taking  her  hus-  The  two  now  threaded  their  way 

band's.     "  Of  course  you  know  the  through  the  crowd,  both  silent     At 

Hignorina,  or,  as  we  usually  call  her,  last,  Isaura,   thinking  she  ought  to 

Mademoiselle  Cicogna.     No  ?    Allow  speak   first  in   order  to  show  that 

me  to  present  you  —  Mr.  Graham  Graham  had  not  offended  her,  said — 

Vane — Mademoiselle  Cicogna.      Ma-  "  How  lovely  Mrs.  Morley  is  !" 

demoiselle    speaks    English    like    a  "Yes,  and   I  like  the  spirit  and 

native."  ease  of  her  American  manner :  have 

And  thus  abruptly  Graham  was  you    known    her    long,    Mademoi- 

introduced    to    the    owner    of    the  selle  ?" 

haunting  face.  He  had  lived  too  "No;  we  met  her  for  the  first 
much  in  the  great  world  all  his  life  time  some  weeks  ago  at  M.  Sa- 
to retain  the  innate  shyness  of  an  varin's." 

Englishman,   but  he  certainly  was  "  Was  she  very  eloquent  on  the 

confused  and  embarrassed  when  his  rights  of  women?" 

eyes  met  Isaura's,  and  he  felt  her  "What!  you  have  heard  her  on 

hand  on  his  arm.      Before  quitting  that  subject  ?" 

the  room    she  paused    and  looked  "I  have  rarely  heard  her  on  any 

back — Graham's  look  followed  her  other,  though  she  is   the  best  and 

own,  and  saw  behind  them  the  lady  perhaps  the  cleverest  friend  1  have 

with  the  scarlet  jacket  escorted  by  at  Paris ;  but  that  may  be  my  faulty 

some  portly  and  decorated  connois-  for  I  like  to  start  it     It  is  a  relief 

seur.      Isaura^  face  brightened  to  to  the  languid  small-talk  of  society 

another     kind    of     brightness  —  a  to  listen  to  any  one  thoroughly  in 

pleased  and  tender  light  earnest    upon    turning    the    world 

"Poor  dear    J/a<Zr^,"    she    mur-  topsy-turvy." 

mured  to  herself  in  Italian.  "Do    you    suppose     poor    Mrs. 

"ifa<fr«,"    echoed    Graham,   also  Morley  would  seek  to  do  that  if  she 

in   Italian.       "  I  have  been  misin-  had  her  rights  ?"  asked  Isaura,  with 

formed,    then :    that   lady   is    your  her  musical  laugh, 

mother  ?"  "  Not  a  doubt  of  it ;  but  perhaps 

Isaura  laughed  a  pretty  low  silvery  you  share  her  opinions." 

laugh,  and  replied  in  English,  "  She  "  I  scarcely  know  what  her  opin- 

is   not  my   mother,  but  I  call  her    ions  are,  but " 

Madre,  for   I  know  no  name  more        "Yes — but? " 

loving."  "There  is  a — what  shall  I  call 
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it  ? — a    persuasion  —  a  sentiment —  all  I  know  is,  that  I  feci  restless  and 

out  of  which  the  opinions  probably  uneasy." 

spring  that  I  do  share."  Gniam  gazed  on  her  countenance 

^^  Indeed  ?  a  persuasion,  a  senti-  as  she  spoke,  with  an  astonishment 

ment,   for  instance,  that  a  woman  not  unmingled  with  tenderness  and 

should  have  votes  in  the  choice  of  compassion — astonishment    at     the 

legislators,   and,  I  presume,  in  the  contrast  between  a  vein  of  reflec- 

task  of  legislation  ?"  tion  so  hardy,  expressed  in  a  style 

*^No,    that  is  not  what  I  mean,  of    language  that    seemed   to   him 

Still,   that  is  an  opinion,   right  or  so    masculine,   and  the  soft  velvet 

wrong,  which  grows  out  of  the  senti-  dreamy  eyes,  the  gentle  tones,  and 

ment  I  speak  of."  delicate    purity  of    hues    rendered 

"  Pray  explain  the  sentiment."  younger    still    by   the   blush    that 

*'  It  is  always  so  difficult  to  define  deepened  their  bloom, 

a   sentiment,  but  docs  it  not  strike  At  this  moment  they  had  entered 

you  that  in  proportion  as  the  tend-  the  refreshment  room ;  but  a  dense 

ency    of    modern    civilisation    has  group  being  round  the  table,   and 

been  to  raise  women  more  and  more  both  perhaps  forgetting  the  object 

to  an  intellectual  equality  with  men  for  which  Mrs.    Morley   had  intro- 

— in   proportion  as  they  read  and  duced  them  to  each  other,  they  had 

study  and  think — an  uneasy  senti-  mechanically   seated   themselves  on 

ment,    perhaps    querulous,   perhaps  an  ottoman  in  a  recess  while  Isaura 

unreasonable,  grows  up  within  their  was  yet  speaking.      It  must  seem 

minds  that  the  conventions  of  the  as  strange  to  the  reader  as  it  did  to 

world  are  against  the  complete  de-  Graham  that  such  a  speech  should 

velopment    of    the    faculties    thus  have  been   spoken  by  so  young  a 

aroused  and  the  ambition  thus  ani-  girl    to    an    acquaintance    so    new. 

mated  ; — that  they  cannot  but  rebel,  But  in  truth  Isaura  was  very  little 

though  it  may  be  silently,   against  conscious    of    (iraham's    presence. 

the  notions  of  the  former  age,  when  She  had  got  on  a  subject  that  per- 

women    were    not    thus    educated ;  plexed  and  tonnented  her  solitary 

notions    that  the  aim    of    the   sex  thoughts  —  she    was    but    thinking 

should  be  to  steal  through  life  un-  aloud. 

remarked ;  that  it  is  a  reproach  to  **  I  believe,"  said  Graham,  after  a 

bo  talked  of ;  tliat  women  are  plants  pause,    **  that   I    comprehend   your 

to  be  kept  in  a  hothouse  and  for-  sentiment  much   better  than   I  do 

bidden  the  frank  liberty  of  growth  Mrs.  Morley*s  opinions;  but  permit 

in  the  natural  air  and  sunshine  of  me     one    observation.*     You     Kay, 

heaven.      This,  at  least,  is  a  senti-  truly,    that  the  course  of    modem 

ment  which  has  sprung  up  within  civilisation  has  more  or  less  affected 

myself,  and  I  imagine  that  it  is  the  the  relative  position  of  woman  cul- 

sentiment  which  has  given  birth  to  tivated  beyond  that  level  on  which 

many  of  the  opinions  or  doctrines  she  was  formerly  contented  to  stand 

that  seem  absurd,  and  very  likely  — the   nearer  perhaps  to  the  heart 

are  so,   to  the  general   public.       I  of  man  because  not  lifting  her  head 

don't  pretend   even    to    have    con-  to  his  height; — and  hence  a  sense  of 

sidered    those    doctrines.      I    don't  restlessness,  uneasiness.    But  do  you 

pretend   to  say  what    may  be   the  suppose  that,  in  this  whirl  and  dance 

remedies  for  the   restlessness    and  of  the  atoms  which    compose    the 

uneasiness   I  feel.      I  doubt  if  on  rolling  ball  of  the  civilised  world, 

tbia  earth  there  be  any  remedies;  it  is    only   women    that  arc  made 
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restless  and  uneasy  ?  Do  you  not  tween  a  reverence  for  the  past  and 
see,  amid  the  masses  congregated  a  curiosity  as  to  the  future,  would 
in  the  wealthiest  cities  of  the  world,  sigh,  *  I  am  horn  a  century  too  late 
writhings  and  struggles  against  the  or  a  century  too  soon  I^  " 
received  order  of  things?  In  this  Isaura  listened  to  this  answer 
sentiment  of  discontent  there  is  a  with  a  profound  and  absorbing  in- 
certain  truthfulness,  because  it  is  tercst.  It  was  the  first  time  that  a 
an  element  of  human  nature ;  and  clever  young  man  talked  thus  sym- 
how  best  to  deal  with  it  is  a  problem  pathetically  to  her,  a  clever  young 
yet  unsolved.     But  in  the  opinions  girl. 

and  doctrines  to  which,  among  the  Then  rising,  he  said,  "  I  see  your 

masses,  the  sentiment  gives  birth,  Madre  and    our  American    friends 

the  wisdom   of  the    wisest  detects  are  darting  angry  looks  at  me.  They 

only   the    certainty    of   a    common  have  made  room  for  us  at  the  table, 

ruin,  offering  for  reconstruction  the  and  are  wondering  why   I   should 

same  building  materials  as  the  for-  keep  you  thus  from  the  good  things 

mer  edifice — materials  not  likely  to  of  this  little  life.     One  word  more 

be  improved  because  they  may  be  ere  we  join  them — Consult  yoiu*  own 

defaced.     Ascend  from  the  working  mind,   and  consider  whether  your 

classes  to  all  others  in  which  civil-  uneasiness  and  unrest  are    caused 

iscd  culture  prevails,  and  you  will  solely  by  conventional  shackles  on 

find  that  same  restless  feelmg — the  your   sex.      Are  they  not    equally 

Huttering  of  untried  wings  against  common   to  the  youth  of  ours  ? — 

the  bars  between  wider  space  and  common  to  all  who  seek  in  art,  in 

their  longings.     Could  you  poll  all  letters,  nay,   in   the    stormier  field 

the  educated  ambitious  joung  men  of  active  life,  to  clasp  as  a  reality 

in    England — perhaps  in   Europe —  some    image     yet    seen    but    as    a 

at  least  half  of  them,    divided   be-  dream? " 


CHAPTER    VIII. 

No  further   conversation    in    the  cavaliers,  the   Italian  still  retaining 

way  of  sustained  dialogue  took  place  hold  of  the  portly  connoisseur,  and 

that  evening  between  Graham  and  the    Frenchwoman    accepting    the 

Isaura.  safeguard  of  the  Vicomte  de  Br6z^. 

The  Americans  and  the  Savarins  As  they  descended  the  stairs,  Mrs. 

clustered  round  Isaura  when   they  Morley    asked    Graham     what    he 

quitted  the  refreshment-room.     The  thought  of  the  young  lady  to  whom 

party  was  breaking  up.    Vane  would  she  had  presented  him. 

have  offered  his  arm  again  to  Isaura,  "  I  think  she  is  charming,"  an- 

but  M.  Savarin  had  forestalled  him.  swered  Graham. 

The  American  was  dispatched  by  **  Of  coarse ;  that  is  the    stereo- 

his  wife   to  see  for  the  carriage  ;  typed  answer  to  all  such  questions, 

and    Mrs.    Morley    said,    with  her  especially  by  you  Englishmen.     In 

wonted  sprightly  tone  of  command,  public  or  in  private,  England  is  the 

"  Now,   Mr.   Vane,  you  have  no  mouthpiece  of  platitudes." 

option  but   to  take  care  of  me  to  ^*  It  is  natural  for  an   American 

the  shawl-room."  to  think  so.     Every  child  that  has 

Madame    Savarin    and      Signora  just  learned  to  speak   uses  bolder 

Venosta     had     each     found     their  expressions  than  its  grandmamma ; 
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but  I  am  rather  at  a  loss  to  know  afraid  that  I  did  not  make  a  good 

by    what    novelty    of   phrase    an  effect  to  night — 1  was  nervous ;  did 

American    would    have     answered  not  you  perceive  it  ?" 

your  question."  "No,  indeed;   you  enchanted  us 

"  An  American  would  have  dis-  all,"  replied  the  dissimulator, 

covered  that  Isaura  Cicogna  had  a  "  How  amiable  you  are  to  say  so ! 

soul,   and  his  answer  would  have  — you  must  think  that  I  sought  for 

confessed  it."  a  compliment     So  I  did — ^you  gaye 

*'  It  strikes  me  that  he  would  then  me  more  than   I  deserved.     Wine 

have  uttered  a  platitude  more  stolid  is  the  milk  of  old  men,  and  praise 

than  mine.     Every  Christian  knows  of  old  women.    But  an  old  man  may 

that  the  dullest  human  being  has  a  be  killed  by  too  much  wine,  and  an 

soul.     But,  to  speak  f rankl}^  I  grant  old  woman  lives  all  the  longer  for 

that  my  answer  did  not  do  justice  too  much  praise — huona  votte. 

to  the  Signorina,  nor  to  the  impres-  Here     slie     sprang,     lithesomely 

sion  she  makes  on  me  ;  and  putting  enough,  into  the  carriage,  and  Isaura 

aside  the  charm  of  the  face,  there  followed,   escorted  by   M.   Savarin. 

is  a  charm   in  a  mind  that  seems  As  the  two  men  returned  towards 

to  have  gathered  stores  of  reflection  the  shawl-room,  the  Frenchman  sud, 

which  I  should  scarcely  have  expect-  ^^  Madame   Savarin  and  I  complain 

ed  to  find  in  a  young  lady  brought  tliat  you  have  not  let  us  see  so  much 

up  to  be  a  professional  singer."  of  you  as  we  ought     No  doubt  yon 

"You  add  prejudice  to  platitude,  are  greatly  sought  after;   but   are 

and  are  horribly   prosaic  to-night ;  you  free  to  take  your  soup  with  us 

but  here  we  are  in  the  shawl-room,  the  day  after  to-morrow  ?    You  will 

I  must  take  another  opportunity  of  meet  a  select  few  of  my  con/riresJ** 

attacking  you.     Pray  dine  with  us  "  The  day  after  to-morrow  I  will 

to-morrow  ;  you  will  meet  our  Minis-  mark  with  a  white  stone.     To  dine 

ter  and  a  few  other  pleasant  friends."  with   M.   Savarin  is  an  event  to  a 

"  I  suppose  I  must  not  say,  *  T  man  who  covets  distinction." 

shall  be  charmed,* "  answered  Vane  ;  "  Such  compliments  reconcile  an 

"  but  I  shall  be."  author  to  his  trade.      You  deserve 

"  Bon  Dicu  !  that  horrid  fat  man  the  best  return   I  can  make  you. 

has  deserted  Signora  Venosta — look-  You  will  meet  la  helle  Isaura,     I 

ing  for  his  own   cloak,  I  daresay,  have  just  engaged  her  and  her  eho' 

Selfish  monster  I — go  and  hand  her  j)eron.     She  is  a  girl  of  true  genius, 

to    her    carriage — quick,   it    is    an-  and  genius  is  like  those  objects  of 

nounced  !'*  Tertu  which  belong  to  a  former  ago, 

(iraham,   thus  ordered,  hastened  and  become  every  day  more  scarce 

to  offer  his  anu  to  the  she-mounte-  and  more  precious." 

bank.     Somehow  she  had  acquired  Here    they    encountered    Colonel 

dignity  in  his  eyes,  and  he  did  not  Morley  and  his  wife  hurrj'ing  to  their 

feel  the  least  ashamed  of  being  in  carriage.      The    American    stopped 

contact  with  the  scarlet  jacket  Vane,  and  whispered,   "  1   am  glad. 

The  Signora  grappled  to  him  with  sir,  to  hear  from  my  wife  that  you 

a  confiding  familiarity.  dine  with  us  to-morrow.     Sir,  you 

"  I  am  afraid,"  she  said  in  Italian,  will  meet  Mademoiselle  Cicogna,  and 

as  they  passed  along  the  sp<aciou3  I  am  not  without  a  kinkle*  that  you 

hall   to   the  porte  cochcrc — "  I   am  will  be  enthused.'' 


•  A  notion. 
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This  seems  like  a  fatality/'  soli-  triyial  accident,  the  merest  chance ! 

loquised  Vane  as  he  walked  through  Suppose  that  Alain  de  Rochebriant 

the    deserted    streets    towards    his  had  been  invited  to  that  reunion  at 

lodging.     '•''  I  strove  to  banish  that  M.  Louvier^s,  and  Graham  Vane  had 

haunting  face  from  my  mind.     I  had  accepted  some  other  invitation  and 

half    forgotten    it,    and    now "  passed  his  evening  elsewhere,  Alain 

Here  his  murmur  sank  into  silence,  would  probably  have  been  presented 

He    was    deliberating  in  very  con-  to    Isaura — what   then    might  have 

flicted   thought  whether  or  not  he  happened  ?    The  impression  Isaura 

should  write  to  refuse  the  two  in-  had  already  made  upon   the  young 

vitations  he  had  accepted.  Frenchman  was  not  so  deep  as  that 

^*Pooh!*'    he   said   at  last,  as  he  made     upon     Graham;     but    then, 

reached  the  door  of  his  lodging,  "  is  Alain's   resolution   to    efface  it  was 

my  reason  so  weak  that  it    should  but   commenced   that  day,  apd  by 

be    influenced  by   a   mere  supersti-  no  means  yet  confirmed.     And  if  he 

tion  ?     Surely    I   know    myself  too  had  been  the  first  clever  young  man 

well,  and  have  tried  myself  too  long  to    talk    earnestly    to    that    clever 

to  fear  that  I  should  be  untrue  to  young    girl,   who    can    guess    what 

the  duty  and  ends  of  my  life,  even  impression    he    might    have    made 

if  I  found  my  heart  in  danger  of  upon  her?    His  conversation  might 

suffering.''  have  had  less  philosophv  and  strong 

Certainly  the   Fates    do   seem  to  sense  than  Graham's,   but  more  of 

mock  our  resolves  to  keep  our  feet  poetic    sentiment    and    fascinating 

from  their  ambush,  and  our  hearts  romance, 
from  their  snare.  However,  the    history   of    events 

How  our  lives  may  be  coloured  that  do    not   come  to    pass  is   not 

by  that  which  seems  to  us  the  most  in  the  chronicle  of  the  Fates. 
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THE  SHORES  OF  BISCAY. 

There  are  few  sensations  more  and  unconventional.  The  house*? 
agreeable  to  the  holiday  excursionist  like  Indian  |  Bungalows,  with  broa^ 
than  that  of  feeling  that  he  has  verandahs,  and  often  of  only  on® 
made  a  "  good  cast,"  and  that  his  storey,  run  for  more  than  a  mil® 
few  weeks  are  to  turn  out  a  profit-  along  the  water^s  edge,  each  sur- 
able  investment  so  far  as  sheer  ani-  rounded  by  its  own  "  compound,** 
mal  enjoyment  and  moral  and  phy-  to  keep  up  the  Indian  phraseology, 
sical  relaxation  are  concerned ;  and  and  each  with  its  bathing-house  and 
I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  steps  leading  down  to  the  beach. 
man,  whom  fortune  has  so  far  fa-  From  these  the  lightly-clad  inmates 
voured,  to  put  his  hard-worked  fel-  emerge  at  all  hours,  and  pass  the 
low-man  into  possession  of  any  se-  greater  part  of  their  time  either  pad- 
cret  which  accident  may  have  re-  dling  barefoot  on  the  shore  when  the 
vealed  to  him.  The  south-eastern  tide  is  out,  or  dancing  in  groups  in 
shores  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay  have  the  sea,  which  has  the  merit,  in  the 
become  tolerably  well  known  since  eyes  of  the  nervous  part  of  the  pop- 
the  fascination  which  Biarritz  exer-  ulation,  of  always  being  as  smooth 
cised  over  the  late  Empress  of  the  as  a  mill-pond.  I  never  saw  a  place 
French  rendered  that  agreeable  wa-  so  absolutely  and  completely  given 
tering-place  famous,  and  the  Em-  over  to  bathing.  Here  are  no  fash- 
pcror  made  it  a  trysting-spot  with  ionable  Parisian  toilets,  no  esplan- 
Bismarck  and  others,  in  which  to  ade  or  promenade  upon  which  the 
concoct  the  plots  that  have  since  gay  and  **  half -world "  display  their 
changed  the  face  of  Europe  and  gaudy  colours ;  no  boulevards  or  Bois 
cost  him  his  crown.  And  yet  this  do  Boulogne  transported,  as  it  were, 
coast,  especially  after  crossing  the  bodily  to  contaminate  the  pure  sea- 
French  frontier  into  Spain,  possesses  air,  as  at  Trouville  or  Biarritx. 
attractions  which  have  not  been  There  is,  indeed,  a  casino  sot  on  a 
done  justice  to  by  pleasure-seekers,  hill,  which  nobody  seems  to  frequent; 
and  which  enjoy  facilities  of  access  and  there  is  a  huge  square  abomi- 
that  render  them  eminently  desir-  nation,  totally  out  of  keeping  with 
able  for  a  summer  ramble.  But  every  other  structure  in  the  place, 
even  before  leaving  France,  I  know  called  the  "  Grand  Hotel,"  which 
of  no  seaside  retreat  more  thorough-  everybody  avoids  who  can  find  lodg- 
ly  enjoyable  and  unique  than  Area-  ing  elsewhere.  But  apart  from  these 
chon ;  that  is,  if  a  place  can  be  evidences  of  an  advanced  state  of 
called  on  the  seaside  which  is  situ-  civilization,  everything  is  primitiye 
ated  on  the  shores  of  a  lagoon  some  in  the  extreme ;  and  there  are  hotels 
seventy  miles  in  circumference,  the  where  you  can  run  out  of  your  bed- 
narrow  entrance  to  which  is  par-  room  in  your  bathing-dress,  and  feel 
tially  concealed  by  projecting  head-  when  you  sit  down  at  a  long  but 
lands.  It  is  so  utterly  unlike  all  other  simply  -  spread  table -(ThSts^  that 
French  watering-places,  in  the  habits  everybody  is  clean,  for  you  have 
of  the  people  who  frequent  it,  no  just  parted  from  them  in  the  water. 
less  than  in  its  physical  characteris-  But  the  real  charm  of  Arcachon  lies 
tics,  that  it  is  quite  a  relief  to  stum-  in  its  pine-forests,  covering  sand- 
ble  unexpectedly  upon  a  comer  in  dunes  sometimes  three  or  four  hun- 
this  civilised  part  of  Europe  so  fresh  drcd  feet  high,  and  stretching  back 
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over  tho  landes^  where  fresh- water  unsuspicious  of  danger,  and  then 
lakes  glimmer  in  the  blue  distance,  pouncing  upon  him,  wrenching  him 
Picturesquely  grouped  within  these  from  his  habitation,  and  swallowing 
resinous  groves  ore  perched  the  villas  him  quivering,  and  before  he  has 
and  cottages  of  the  winter  town,  to  had  time  to  recover  from  his  aston- 
which  consumptive  patients  resort  ishment.  It  is  no  doubt  equally 
in  the  colder  months  to  breathe  tur-  cruel  to  eat  live  cockles,  but  it  does 
pen  tine  mixed  with  the  soft  sea-  not  feel  so  wicked,  probably  because 
breeze.  The  extraordinary  advan-  they  are  not  so  large ;  while,  on  the 
tagcs  of  this  hygienic  compound  other  hand,  there  is  a  ferocity  about 
seem  to  be  getting  more  and  more  cracking  a  periwinkle  between  your 
recognised,  and  each  year  the  num-  teeth  like  a  nut,  which  I  have  known 
ber  of  visitors  increases.  The  high  so-called  humane  persons  heartlessly 
dunes  completely  shelter  the  winter  do,  to  spare  the  poor  creatures  the 
town  from  the  violence  of  the  gales,  pain  of  being  forcibly  extracted 
while  there  is  a  life  and  purity  in  while  alive  with  a  pin.  Another 
the  atmosphere  which  have  worked  pleasing  entertainment,  much  resort- 
marvellous  results.  With  a  com-  ed  to  by  both  sexes,  is  spearing  fish 
pass  one  may  explore  the  recesses  of  by  torchlight  On  a  dark  night  the 
these  forests  for  miles  on  horseback,  bay  is  sometimes  brightly  illuminat- 
for  there  is  scarcely  any  underwood,  ed  with  the  glare  of  the  pine-splint- 
and  one  can  therefore  steer  through  ers  flaming  from  the  prows  of  boats 
them  in  any  direction  ;  though  in  in  iron  cradles,  and  the  shouts  of 
fact  there  is  not  much  danger  of  laughter  tell  of  unsuccessful  prods 
being  very  seriously  lost,  for  the  with  many-pronged  spears  at  the  eels 
forest  abounds  with  the  wooden  and  mullet  which  wriggle  or  dart 
shanties  of  the  collectors  of  turpcn-  round  the  bright  reflection  on  the 
tine,  who  are  perpetually  at  work  water.  It  requires  considerable  skill 
gashing  the  trees,  i^nd  emptying  the  an4  practice  to  bring  home  a  large 
Uttle  pots  tied  on  to  them,  and  basketful,  but  some  ladies  become 
which  contain  the  sap,  into  the  tolerably  expert  at  this  sport.  Then 
small  tanks  prepared  to  receive  it  there  are  excursions  to  the  light- 
In  the  centre  of  the  basin  are  a  house  and  the  "  Grande  Mer,"  where 
couple  of  sand-banks,  one  of  them  the  Atlantic  rolls  its  full  force  on 
partially  dry  at  low  water,  and  on  the  long  line  of  sea-beach,  unbroken 
which  any  number  of  rabbits  may  by  bay  or  indentation ;  and  there 
be  shot ;  and  on  the  other  an  oyster-  are  fresh-water  lakes  to  visit,  lying 
park,  with  an  old  hulk  stranded  up-  in  the  heart  of  the  landes^  where 
on  it  Large  parties  of  mcrry-mak-  the  peasants  still  watch  their  flocks 
ers  sail  to  this  moist  and  oozy  spot,  on  stilts,  and  the  manners  and  cus- 
and,  taking  off  their  shoes  and  toms  of  the  people  are  exactly  where 
stockings,  catch  their  own  shrimps,  they  were  hundreds  of  years  ago. 
gather  their  own  cockles,  and  knock  They  are  destined  soon  to  change, 
the  oysters  off  the  tiles  upon  which  however,  for  the  whole  of  this  vast 
they  are  growing  for  themselves ;  sandy  region  is  being  covered  with 
and  then  retiring  to  the  hulk,  where  pine-woods,  with  which  it  is  be- 
sundry  articles  of  diet  may  be  pur-  mg  planted  to  prevent  the  sands 
chased,  make  their  cannibal  picnic  from  moving;  and  the  population 
with  the  addition  of  these  hving  will  have  to  change  their  pastoral 
creatures.  There  is  something  habits  for  those  of  turpentine- 
dreadful  in  seeing  an  oyster  enjoy-  gatherers,  a  prospect  which  does 
ing  himself  with  his  shel!  open,  all  not  transport  them,  and  they  have 
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taken  to  burning  down  the  pine-  to  time  into  contact,  and  ho  proposed 
woods  in  consequence.  I  have  seen  to  three  or  four  of  them,  who  ex- 
large  tracts  of  country  thus  charred  pressed  an  earnest  desire  for  refor- 
and  blackened ;  nor  is  it  possible  to  mation,  to  establish  themselves  in  a 
say,  when  a  fire  of  this  kind  once  cottage  in  the  country,  and  to  seek  to 
gets  fairly  the  mastery,  where  the  gain  their  livelihood  by  their  own 
material  is  so  inflammable,  what  work,  promising  them  at  the  same 
damage  may  be  done  before  its  pro-  time  all  the  aid  and  protection  which 
gress  can  be  arrested.  It  is  strange  it  was  in  his  power  to  offer  them. 
in  the  most  remote  and  desolate  spots,  Not  only  did  the  experiment  succeed 
miles,  perhaps,  from  the  nearest  so  far  as  the  poor  women  themselves 
habitation,  suddenly  to  come  upon  were  concerned,  but  they  soon  de- 
a  notice  stuck  on  a  tree  forbidding  sired  to  see  their  numbers  increased 
the  lighting  of  lucifer-matches,  or  and  their  sphere  of  usefulness  en- 
smoking  altogether.  These  vast  larged.  They  interested  themselves 
plantations  entirely  rob  the  landes  in  the  poor  peasantry  by  whom 
of  their  once  distinctive  character,  they  were  surrounded,  tended  the 
Speeding  southwards  by  railway,  sick,  and  performed  other  works  of 
one  might  be  traversing  South  mercy.  It  now  became  evident  that 
Carolina  or  Florida,  so  exactly  does  their  good  intentions  might  be 
the  scenery,  in  its  flatness,  dreari-  stimulated,  and  their  labours  more 
ncss,  and  vegetation,  resemble  those  profltably  directed,  by  the  addition 
States  ;  and  it  is  a  comfort  to  find  to  their  number  of  nuns  who 
one's  self  face  to  face  with  the  Pyre-  had  entered  the  religious  life  from 
nees  at  last,  and  as  we  approach  the  quite  a  different  class,  and  who,  had 
frontier,  to  see  them  extending  far  been  trained  to  its  exercise.  The 
as  the  eye  can  reach  along  the  establishment  speedily  grew  under 
northern  coast  of  Spain.  this  twofold  influence.  On  the  occa- 
To  those  who  prefer  fine  scenery  sion  of  my  visit  it  contained  upwards 
and  quiet  to  fine  dresses  and  fash-  of  500  inmates,  of  whom  150  were 
ion,  San  Jean  de  Luz  possesses  Jilles  repenties  and  the  rest  nuns; 
many  attractions  over  Biarritz  as  a  the  former  cannot  become  nuns 
watering-place ;  but  there  is  one  in-  except  under  special  circumstances, 
stitution,  a  few  miles  distant  from  which  I  shall  describe  presently, 
the  latter,  which  has  no  connection  The  whole  of  this  vast  establish- 
whatever  either  with  sea-bathing  or  ment  has  from  the  beginning  sup- 
casinos,  but  which  will  well  repay  a  ported  itself  without  any  extraneous 
visit  In  the  midst  of  a  sandy  waste  charitable  aid ;  and  though  at  first 
of  pine-forest,  not  very  far  from  it  passed  through  sundry  pecuniary 
Bayonne,  stands  a  pile  of  substantial  crises,  it  weathered  them  all  suc- 
buildings,  of  no  architectural  merit,  cessfully,  and  is  now  financially 
surrounded  by  fields  and  gardens  flourishing.  The  lady  superior  told 
which  are  in  striking  contrast  to  us  wonderful  stories  of  the  marrel- 
the  barren  aspect  of  the  adjacent  lous,  and,  as  it  appeared  to  her,  direct 
country.  This  establishment  is  manner  in  which  Providence  had 
called  the  Refuge ;  its  history  is  come  to  the  assistance  of  this  good 
curious  and  interesting.  About  work  in  the  various  critical  periods 
forty  years  ago  a  philanthropic  through  which  it  had  passed,  and 
priest  of  Bayonne  became  deeply  pointed  with  a  justifiable  pride  and 
interested  in  the  condition  of  un-  satisfaction  to  the  present  results, 
fortunate  women  with  whom  his  Here  were  work-rooms  where  the 
labours  had  brought  him  from  time  silent  occupants,  in  their  plain  blue 
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dresses  and  white  caps,  were  busily  should  voluntarily  submit  to  an 
stitching;  and  there,  in  an  adjoining  existence  which  is  not  very  far  re- 
room,  neatly  displayed  under  glass,*  moved  from  imprisonment  with  hard 
or  packed  away  in  the  drawers  with  labour.  Of  course  they  are  treated 
which  the  whole  apartment  was  with  the  utmost  care  and  tenderness 
lined,  were  the  most  delicately-  by  the  nuns,  to  whom  they  are  said 
executed  results  of  their  handiwork,  to  be  devotedly  attached  ;  and  we 
in  the  shape  of  embroidered  and  were  informed  that,  though  their 
open- worked  ladies*  garments,  mys-  stay  was  voluntary,  they  seldom  got 
terious  articles,  with  all  kinds  of  tired  of  it  and  left.  The  orphans 
frills  and  lace,  made  to  go  under  are  generally  the  children  of  poor 
their  other  clothes,  and  show  here  peasants,  and  are  taken  in  and  edu- 
and  there,  or  not  at  all.  J  cannot  cated  here  until  they  are  old  enough 
pretend  to  call  these  objects  by  their  to  go  out  into  service ;  when,  if  they 
names,  or  go  into  further  particu-  feel  that  they  have  no  vocation  for 
lars,  beyond  the  fact  that  the  work-  a  religious  life,  places  are  found 
manship,  to  my  inexperienced  eye,  for  them  with  good  and  charitable 
seemed  marvellous  ;  and  so  indeed  people.  There  is  always  a  large  de- 
it  was  declared  to  be  by  the  ladies  roand  for  servants  from  the  Refuge, 
of  the  party.  So  celebrated  is  it,  that  as  it  is  a  guarantee  of  their  having 
the  community  receive  orders  from  been  well  and  carefully  brought  up. 
all  parts  of  France  for  more  than  It  is  scarcely  needful  to  say  that 
they  can  supply,  and  derive  from  they  are  kept  apart  from  the  Jilles 
this  source  aJone  a  large  income,  repenties.  The  dairy  is  a  well-kept 
Another  very  profitable  source  of  and  profitable  branch  of  the  farming 
industry  is  in  the  hothouses  and  operations,  the  butter  fetching  three 
nurseries  of  ornamental  plants,  francs  a-pound,  and  commanding  an 
which  their  proximity  to  Biarritz  unlimited  sale.  Then  there  were 
enables  the  sisters  .  to  supply  to  extensive  pig-sties  and  hundreds  of 
the  numerous  villa-proprietors,  who  tame  rabbits,  all  which  furnished 
all  have  their  little  bit  of  decora-  abundant  occupation  to  the  inmates, 
tive  gardening  to  attend  to.  This  In  one  place  I  saw  half-a-dozen 
branch  had  evidently  reached  a  stalwart  girls  on  a  dung-heap  load- 
high  pitch  of  perfection  ;  and  both  ing  a  cart  with  manure,  and  pitch- 
hothouse  and  nursery  was  kept  in  forking  it  in  with  a  strength 
admirable  order,  and  well  stocked  that  many  men  might  have  envied, 
with  the  plants  of  meridional  Europe.  For  ploughing  and  certain  parts  of 
The  kitchen  garden  was  also  a  sue-  farm  service  we  were  told  that  hired 
cess,  though  it  did  not  bring  such  male  labour  had  to  be  employed, 
large  profits ;  and  on  the  farm  out-  About  half  a  mile  from  the  Refine, 
side,  composed  of  many  acres  of  and  buried  still  more  deeply  in  the 
maize,  beans,  and  other  crops,  I  recesses  of  the  pine -woods,  is  a 
saw  the  JiUes  repenties  hard  at  branch  establishment,  which  is,  how- 
work  ;  for  the  sincerity  of  their  re-  ever,  more  interesting  than  the  par- 
pentance  is  subjected  to  no  slight  ent  from  which  it  sprung.  About 
test  Hard  physical  labour  in  the  twenty -five  years  ago  there  lived  on 
fields  all  day,  and  wholesome  but  this  spot  a  poor  old  man  in  a  little  reed 
exceedingly  simple  diet,  is  the  only  hut  His  only  means  of  livelihood 
lot  they  have  to  look  forward  to ;  was  a  few  vines  that  derived  their 
and  it  shows  how  truly  they  feeble  sustenance  from  the  sandy  soil 
must  loathe  the  life  they  have  in  which  they  grew.  An  invalid  for 
been   compelled  to  lead,   that  they  many  years,  this  solitary  peasant  had 
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been  an  object  of  constant  care  and  ing  over  the  face  complete! v  con- 
solicitude  to  the  Bisters  of  the  Re-  ceals  it  As  it  is  impossible  to 
f  uge ;  and  when  at  length  he  died,  manage  hothouses  and  a  nursery- 
he  left  his  little  property  to  them,  garden  without  somebody  saying 
This  necessitated  the  residence  in  something,  some  of  the  sisters 
it  of  one  or  two  sisters,  who  thus  come  from  the  Refuge  to  direct 
led  a  life  of  almost  hermit  solitude  operations,  and  several  of  the  ^2^ 
while  taking  care  of  the  little  place.  repentUs  come  as  day  labourers  to 
This  was  found  to  be  so  favourable  do  the  harder  work.  The  same  indus- 
to  the  development  of  the  devotional  tries  are  carried  on  at  the  Bernard- 
instinct,  that  those  who  had  expcri-  ines  as  at  the  Refuge,  but  there  is 
enced  ita  good  effect  requested  to  a  great  deal  more  prayer.  Every  hour 
fee  allowed  not  only  to  stay,  but  to  the  air  seems  to  resound  with  a  low 
add  to  their  number,  adopting  the  murmur,  which  lasts  several  minutes, 
rules  of  the  order  of  St  Bernard,  For  as  it  strikes,  those  tending 
which  impose  absolute  silence,  plants  fall  on  their  knees  wherever 
Hence,  while  their  sisters  in  the  they  may  be,  and  chant  in  low^ 
Refuge  are  called  "  Servantes  de  tones ;  while  under  the  trees,  in  a 
Marie,"  these  have  adopted  the  little  flower-garden,  are  a  group  of 
name  of  "  Bemardines,"  and  now  eight  or  ten  sitting  two  or  three 
number  ip  all  over  sixty.  It  was  yards  apart  from  each  other;  and 
impossible  to  open  the  little  wicker-  one  standing  motionless,  with  bent 
gate  which  led  into  the  enclosure  head,  murmurs  the  prayer,  to  which 
dedicated  to  the  religious  life  of  all  the  others,  with  fingers  plying 
these  silent  sisters,  and  to  look  at  nimbly  on  their  needle -work  the 
the  little  grass  hut  which  was  the  while,  in  low  sweet  chant  respond, 
origin  of  their  life  here,  and  not  to  This  general  hum  of  devotion  in  the 
feel  impressed  by  the  atmosphere  midst  of  all  their  occupations  pro- 
of repose,  simplicity,  and  devotion  duces  a  strange  effect,  which  is  en- 
which  seemed  to  pervade  everything,  hanced  by  the  impossibility  of  catch- 
Here,  at  all  events,  however  selfish  ing  a  sight  of  any  one  of  their  faces, 
may  be  the  fundamental  idea  which  and  the  singular  attitudes  in  which 
has  induced  these  women,  for  the  sake  they  place  themselves,  so  that  their 
of  saving  their  own  souls,  to  sub-  attention  should  not  under  any  poe- 
mit  themselves  to  a  species  of  moral  sible  circumstances  be  distntcted. 
and  intellectual  torture,  the  personal  Thus  they  are  very  fond  of  sitting 
motive  is  redeemed  by  the  fact  that  in  an  angle  of  a  wall,  with  their 
there  is  an  active  work  going  on.  faces  turned  toward  the  angle,  or  in 
They  are  not,  as  is  the  case  in  so  little  bosquets  or  bowers,  with  their 
many  of  these  Orders,  devested  only  backs  turned  to  the  entrance ;  so  that, 
to  prayer  and  meditation,  but  make  as  a  general  rule,  the  back  view  is 
petticoats  or  rear  plants  for  the  almost  the  only  one  to  be  obtained 
ultimate  benefit  of  other  people's  of  a  Bernardine.  We  examined 
bodies  as  well  as  their  own  souls,  their  little  cells  or  bedroom.s,  which 
I  therefore  felt  they  were  entitled  were  at  first  all  made  of  grass  and 
to  a  respect  to  which  a  barren  ascet-  reeds,  but  are  now  substantially  con- 
ic! sm  can  lay  no  claim,  and  gazed  structed  of  brick  and  mortar,  though 
with  a  curious  fascination  at  these  the  old  ones  are  left  standing.  Some 
silent  figures  moving  about  in  their  of  them  have  lived  this  life  for 
hooded  long  white  garb,  a  most  in-  twenty-three  or  twenty -four  years, 
convenient  one  for  gardening,  as  it  never  uttering  a  word  during  the 
reaches  to  the  feet^.     The  hood  fall-  whole  of  that  time,  excepting  to  the 
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lady  superiors  when  they  were  ill,  or  various  countries,  and  notably  in 
once-a-week  to  the  priest  at  confes-  Spain,  where  they  have  contributed 
sion.  As  a  general  rule,  they  are  to  the  poverty  rather  than  to  the 
short-lived,  the  poor  food,  absence  material  prosperity  of  the  country, 
of  fire,  dampness  of  their  cells,  and  If,  instead  of  banishing  monks,  the 
general  privations,  render  them  pot-  Government  were  to  make  them  sup- 
trinaire  ;  and  they  die  generally  after  port  themselves  by  the  work  of  their 
a  few  years,  either  of  consumption  hands,  and  do  their  charity  with 
or  a  species  of  wasting  away.  I  was  their  own  money  instead  of  that 
anxious  to  find  out  whether  the  which  they  have  extorted  from  others, 
peculiar  brain-starvation  to  which  they  would  not  be  the  unpopular 
they  were  subjected  produced  any  class  they  are.  The  decaying  mon- 
effect  upon  their  mind,  that  corres-  asteries  which  I  afterwards  saw  in 
ponded  with  this  physical  inanition ;  Spain  formed  a  striking  contrast  to 
but  this  was  eagerly  and  emphatic-  this  sad  -  looking  but  prosperous 
ally  denied ;  and  we  were  assured  little  industrial  community, 
that  any  mental  weakness  would  We  were  here  not  a  couple  of 
certainly  be  discovered  either  by  the  hours  from  the  Spanish  frontier, 
superior  or  the  confessor,  and  that  where,  indeed,  new  sensations  of 
no  such  case  had  occurred.  They  all  sorts  are  in  store  for  us.  In  the 
are  allowed  no  coffee,  tea,  or  milk,  first  place,  on  entering  Spain  the 
their  morning  meal  consisting  of  a  traveller  is  struck,  not  merely  with 
soup  of  vegetables  cooked  in  oil :  the  bad  management  on  the  rail- 
their  dinner  of  one  slice  of  meat,  ways,  with  which  he  instantly  comes 
with  bread,  and  their  supper  of  a  into  painful  and  violent  collision, 
bowl  of  soup.  We  looked  into  their  but  with  the  utter  ignorance  even 
refectory,  an  earthen  platter,  bowl,  on  the  part  of  the  officials  ap- 
and  spoon  for  each  person,  on  a  rude  pointed  to  do  duty  on  the  French 
table  without  a  cloth,  composed  the  frontier  of  any  language  but 
whole  dinner  service.  About  half  Spanish;  and  he  has  an  opportu- 
thc  Bernardines  are  Jilles  repen-  nity  of  learning  at  once  a  lesson 
ties ;  these  latter  being  permitted,  which  he  will  do  well  not  to  forget 
after  undergoing  two  years'  proba-  throughout  his  rambles  in  Spain, 
tion,  to  join  this  order,  though  they  that  he  will  only  increase  his  diffi- 
:ire  not  allowed  to  become  Sertantes  culties  tenfold  by  losing  his  tem- 
</e  Marie.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  per.  The  best  plan,  when  nature 
that  the  Jilles  repenties  devote  comes  to  his  aid,  as  at  Irun  or  Hen- 
thcmselves  to  this  austere  life  in  daye,  is  to  look  at  the  lovely  view 
a  much  larger  proportion  to  their  until  he  regains  it  He  will  go  far 
numbers  than  the  nuns  themselves,  before  he  will  see  anything  more 
In  the  garden  of  the  Refuge  is  the  ideal  than  the  magnificent  sweep  of 
tomb  of  the  good  priest  who  found-  the  mountains  which  curve  round 
ed  the  establishment,  and  who  only  the  south-eastern  comer  of  the  Bay 
died  in  '68,  after  having  for  forty  of  Biscay,  or  find  in  Spain  a  town 
years  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  more  thoroughly  Spanish  than  the 
the  seed  which  he  had  planted  in  quaint  old  tumbling-down  frontier 
the  wilderness  bring  forth  its  valu-  fortress  of  Fuentarabia,  perched  on 
able  fruit.  There  can  be  no  doubt  its  conical  hill,  with  its  ramparts 
that  had  all  monastic  orders  been,  like  falling  to  decay,  and  its  narrow 
this  one,  productive  institutions,  they  streets  and  picturesque  antique  man- 
would  not  have  undergone  the  per-  sions  telling  of  a  civilisation  that 
socution  which  has  befallen  them  in  has  passed  away ;  or  when  speeding 
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on  still  further,  ho  comes  suddenly  which  has  been  added  is  the  house 

upon  Passages,  and  finds  Balaclava  recently    purchased  by    Gambettai 

reproduced,  with  its  perfectly  land-  and  which  he  bought  probably  with 

locked  little  harbour  and  lofty  cliffs  the  object  of  making  it  his  Chiael- 

overhanging    the    narrow  entrance,  hurst,   after  he  has  fulfilled  hiB  in- 

The  Emperor  perceived  at  a  glance  evitable    destiny    of    being   elected 

the  enormous  advantages  which  such  President  of  the  French   Repiibll<L 

a  port,  distant  only  nine  miles  from  and  then  being  ignominiously  IdckeoL 

France,  would  be  to  that  country,  out  of  it     The  charm  of  San  Sebas- 

and  rumour  has  credited  him  with  tian  lies  in  the  beauty  of  its  sitna- 

sundry    projects    for  annexing    it;  tion  and  the  historical  associatwiPS 

but  all   danger   to    Spain    on  this  connected  with  it   which    the    ez- 

score  has  passed  away,  and  a  com-  tcmal  change  it  is  undergoing  csa- 

pany  has  been  quite  recently  formed  not  destroy.     If,  instead  ^  building 

for  dredging  the  harbour,  which  has  new  glaring   houses,  the  population 

been  allowed  to  silt  up    since    we  would  prove  their  progress  in  dTQi- 

occupied  it  for  two  or  three  years  sation  by  renewing  beds,  the  creeping 

during    the   Oarlist   war  of    1835 ;  inhabitants  of  which  have  carefnllj 

and  it  is  further  proposed    to  con-  retained  the  tastes  of  their  ancestors, 

nect    it  by  a  line    of    railway  di-  and     abolishing     bull  -  fights,    the 

rectly  with  Barcelona.     There  can  enlightened  citiasens  of    San  SelMS- 

be  little  doubt  that  Passages,  instead  tian  would  show  a  far  truer  ^ppre- 

of  being  a  deserted  inlet  as  it  is  at  ciation    of    what  civilisation  reaUj 

present,    might  become   a  port    of  means.      It  was  quite  a  relief    to 

great  importance.     There  is  no  bar-  get  into    the    narrow    cool    streets 

bour  c((ual    to  it  upon  the  whole  where    the    sun  never  penetrates; 

extent  of  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  where  senoritas  lean  over  the  bal- 

and  the  produce  of  some  of  the  rich-  conies  and  look   down  with  bri|^t 

est  provinces  would  here  find    an  black  eyes  at  the  upturned   ooan- 

outlct,    which    the    miserable    little  tenances  of  their  admirers;    wiiHe 

port  of  San  Sebastian  fails  to  supply  ;  the  overhanging  eaves  send  the  rsin 

while,  if  the  railway  were  completed,  in  a  Hver  down  the  centre  of   the 

cargoes  which  now  make    an    im-  street;  where  the  smells  of  a  fay- 

mcnsc  detour  round  by  the  Straits  gone  age  have  still  a  right  to  ling^ ; 

of  Gibraltar  to  the  east  coast,  might  and  where,  if  one   has  the  incon- 

)>e  here  unloaded.     Only  four  miles  veniences  of  barbarism,  one  has  at 

from   San   Sebastian,  it  is    evident  least  the  charm  ef  antiquity.     Httlh 

that    Passages    would   also  become  erto  civilisation  in  Spain,  so  far  ss 

the  harbour  of  that  flourishing  and  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  means 

ra  )idly-increa8ing  town.  the  getting  rid  of    everything   old 

Within  the  last  few  years  San  Se-  that    was     national,    characteristic^ 

ba^tian  has  become  far  too  civilised  and  worth  keeping,  and  the  retain- 

a  watering  place  to  tempt  one  to  lin-  ing  of    everytning    that   is   croel, 

ger  longer  there  tlian  is  necessary  to  greasy,  and  dirty.     The   King  had 

see  its  sights.     As  in  many  of  these  only    left   San    Sebastian    on  'tbe 

northern  Spanish  towns,  there  is  the  morning    of    our    arrival,   and  the 

old    town    and    the   new — the  new  city    was    in    its    gala   attire,    or 

overlooking  the    bathing  machines,  rather    undergoing  the    process   of 

after    the    manner    of   Margate   or  being    undressed.     The  triumphsl 

Scarborough,  and  as  like  all  other  arches  were  yet  standing,   but  the 

modern  towns  as  it  is  possible  to  drapeir  had  been  remov^  from  the 

make    it.        The    latest    attraction  balcomes,   and  the  poles  with  flags 
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were  being  taken  down.  The  city  tinguish  them ;  but  when  the  mijisic 
was  still  under  the  recent  excite-  begins,  then  comes  out  the  national 
ment,  however,  and  every  mouth  propensity  of  the  lower  orders,  and 
was  full  of  the  event.  The  general  half  the  promenaders  on  the  com- 
imprcssion  was  decidedly  favourable  mon  side  take  incontinently  to 
to  the  young  King,  whom  the  people  snapping  their  fingers,  if  they  have 
had  never  seen  before,  and  regarding  no  castanets,  and  dancing.  The  band 
whom  they  had  heard  all  sorts  of  played  nothing  but  dance  tunes,  or 
the  most  exaggerated  stories.  He  at  all  events  the  people  managed  to 
had  won  their  hearts  by  his  frank  dance  to  every  tune,  sometimes  a 
affable  manner  and  his  perfect  fear-  redowa  polka  step,  but  more  often 
lessness.  Their  sympathy  was  all  the  "  jota,"  which  it  seems  possible 
the  warmer,  as  they  felt  the  task  he  to  dance  to  almost  anything.  As  in 
had  undertaken  to  be  impossible,  all  Spanish  towns,  the  habits  of  the 
Threatened  with  assassination,  he  population  are  late ;  but  as  the  in- 
had  made  it  a  point  to  walk  out  sects  keep  one  awake  at  any  rate, 
alone  in  the  most  crowded  thorough-  one  is  the  better  able  to  stand  the 
fares ;  he  had  ordered  the  arrest  of  liveliness  of  the  rest  of  the  inhabi- 
all  who  were  found  illegally  gam-  tants.  The  most  charming  walk  at 
bling  at  the  casino ;  he  had  bathed  San  Sebastian  is  round  the  Monte 
in  the  surf  like  an  ordinary  mortal ;  Argullo,  a  steep  wooded  hill  about 
and,  indeed,  the  opposition  papers  400  feet  high,  surmounted  by  a 
took  advantage  of  the  circumstance  castle,  the  whole  forming  a  lofty 
to  spread  a  lymg  story  of  his  not  be-  promontory.  Upon  the  isthmus  con- 
ing properly  clad  upon  the  occasion  ;  necting  it  with  the  mainland  the 
but  in  spite  of  his  enemies,  he  had  town  is  situated,  the  old  quarter 
made  himself  popular.  If  the  recep-  nestling  under  the  rock,  the  new 
tion  on  his  arrival  had  been  enthusi-  part  spreading  itself  over  the  level 
astic,  there  was  still  more  sympathy  neck ;  while  the  two  deep  bays,  in- 
manifested  at  his  departure;  and  to  one  of  which  the  river  Urumea 
when  we  consider  that  the  province  empties  itself,  nearly  meet  behind 
of  which  San  Sebastian  is  the  capital  it  A  magnificent  confused  range 
is  the  hotbed  of  Carlism,  the  poli-  of  mountains  forms  the  background ; 
tical  success  of  the  royal  visit  here  their  wild  inaccessible  valleys  have, 
was  evidently  greater  than  could  until  within  the  last  few  weeks, 
have  been  anticipated.  In  the  even-  been  the  theatre  of  the  late  Carlist 
ing  the  whole  population  of  San  guerilla  warfare,  and  into  their  re- 
Sebastian  sems  to  turn  out  on  the  cesses  we  proposed,  with  as  little 
Paseo,  which  separates  the  old  town  delay  as  possible,  now  to  plunge, 
from  the  new.  One  side  of  this  pro-  There  are  two  roads  leading  from 
menade  is  devoted  to  the  wealth  and  San  Sebastian  to  Bilbao ;  the  most 
fashion,  and  the  other  to  the  pover-  interesting  as  well  as  the  most  pie- 
ty and  ^oi  polloi.  They  seem  quite  turesque  is  that  which  leaves  the 
to  understand  their  respective  posi-  coast  at  the  new  watering-place  of 
tions,  and  to  keep  on  their  own  Zaraus,  and  then  strikes  inland.  The 
sides;  of  the  two,  the  plebeian  was  precipitous  nature  of  the  whole  of 
the  most  characteristic.  San  Sebas-  this  part  of  the  Spanish  coast  makes 
tian  is  too  near  France  for  its  upper  it  impossible,  indeed,  for  any  road 
classes  to  seem  very  different  in  to  follow  it  closely ;  and  immediate- 
dress  and  appearance  from  the  ly  after  leaving  San  Sebastiau  we 
French  bourgeoisie.  Beyond  the  lose  sight  of  the  sea,  crossing  a  hieh 
mantilla  there  is    nothing    to  dis-  spur  upon  which    is    situated    the 
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old  fort  of  Ernani,  and  descending  on  to  the  still  more  characteristic 
somewhat  abruptly  into  the  lovely  old  town  of  Azpeitia,  which  we 
valley  traversed  by  the  Oria,  which  enter  through  an  old  archway :  for 
we  cross  where  a  picturesque  old  the  town  is  surrounded  by  walls,  in 
village  is  perched  upon  its  steep  which  are  four  gateways.  The  streets 
hank,  and,  making  another  climb,  are  so  narrow  that  there  seems 
descend  into  the  valley  of  the  scarcely  room  for  the  diligence  to 
J)eva.  About  fifteen  miles  from  pass  between  the  projecting  bal- 
San  Sebastian  is  situated  the  new  conies ;  and  perched  up  among  the 
watering-place  of  Zaraus,  rapidly  luggage  on  the  roof  wo  could  have 
rising  into  fashionable  importance,  shaken  hands  on  either  side  with 
Many  of  the  wealthy  families  of  the  black-eyed  sefioritas,  who  ran 
Madrid  have  villas  here,  and  the  out  to  see  the  great  event  of  the 
beauty  of  the  scenery  adds  its  at-  day,  the  passage  past  their  windows 
traction  to  its  sandy  beach  and  fresh  of  the  old-fashioned  public  convey- 
bracing  climate.  But  Zaraus  has  anco,  which  is  likely  to  rumble  for 
not  attained  a  sufficiently  advanced  many  years  to  come  over  the  ill- 
stage  of  civilisation  to  furnish  a  paved  streets.  Almost  overhanging 
better  hotel  than  the  fonda  of  the  the  town  on  the  right  is  mount 
old  town,  the  primitive  antique  Izarraiz,  a  huge,  bare,  granite  mass, 
simplicity  of  which  afforded  a  rising  to  a  height  of  from  three  to 
greater  charm  as  a  feature  in  the  four  thousand  feet  above  the  sea. 
landscape  than  as  a  residence ;  so.  The  great  majority  of  the  population 
resisting  all  temptation  to  make  a  of  this  most  quaint  and  picturesque 
closer  acquaintance  with  it,  we  old  town,  amounting  to  nearly  6000, 
tiu*ned  up  the  lovely  valley  of  the  is  Carlist,  and  some  skirmishes 
Urola  to  the  baths  of  Ccstona.  took  place  about  six  weeks  before 
Every  mile  now  introduced  us  to  our  visit  in  its  immediate  neigli- 
new  and  fresh  beauties  of  scenery —  bourhood ;  but  nowhere  could  the 
the  mountains  became  more  lofty,  collisions  which  occurred  between 
rugged,  and  precipitous,  now  and  those  guerilla  bands  and  the  Gov- 
then  the  steep  hillsides  closing  emment  troops  be  dignified  by  the 
in  and  forming  a  gorge  through  name  of  fighting.  We  saw  hero 
which  the  brawling  stream,  famed  posts  of  National  Guards,  a  force 
for  trout,  forced  its  way,  now  open-  not  to  be  confounded  in  their  origin 
ing  into  rich  valleys  where  Indian  with  those  who  bear  the  same  name 
com  was  the  prevailing  crop.  The  in  France,  but  forming  part  of  the 
town  of  Cestona,  with  its  quaint  old  regular  army,  and  anti-Carlist  in 
church,  its  rugged  brown  stone  their  S3rmpathics  to  a  man.  In  the 
houses,  with  dilapidated  balconies  late  skirmishes  they  have  given  the 
overhung  with  creepers,  or  laden  most  undoubted  and  tangible  proofs 
with  the  bright-coloured  clothing  of  their  loyalty,  and  the  speedy  and 
of  the  inmates  hung  out  to  dry,  is  easy  suppression  of  the  insurrection 
situated  about  a  mile  lower  down  is  mainly  due  to  their  conduct 
the  valley  than  the  Baths,  and  was  The  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  civil 
the  first  really  good  specimen  of  an  guards,  who  correspond  to  what  is 
old-fashioned  country  town  we  had  generally  understood  by  national 
seen.  The  Baths  themselves  are  guards,  and  who  look  like  the  least 
too  much  shut  in,  and  too  damp  and  respectable  class  of  citizens  in  their 
dreary-looking,  to  make  as  desirable  ordinary  dress  carrying  muskets : 
headquarters  for  a  mountain  excur-  indeed  there  seems,  so  far  as  out* 
sion  as  we  anticipated ;  so  we  pushed  ward  appearance  goes,   nothing    to 
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distinguish  them  from  disreputable  built  in  the  Palladian  style,  with  a 
insurgents.  There  are  many  reasons  facade,  and  surmounted  by  a  lofty 
v.- h}' the  Basque  Provinces  should  bo  dome,  forms  an  ensemble  ihtd  cou- 
the  hotbed  of  Carlism  ;  but  possibly  trasts  strongly,  not  merely  with  the 
the  sympathies  of  Azpeitia  in  a  strange  solitude  in  the  midst  of 
movement  so  strongly  clerical  may  which  it  rises,  but  with  the  archi- 
not  be  uninfluenced  by  the  fact  that  tecture  to  which  the  eye  has  become 
it  possesses  a  religious  prestige  of  accustomed  in  the  towns  and  vil- 
its  own,  which  may  identify  it  with  lages  of  this  part  of  Spain.  Although 
the  Ultramontane  party.  In  its  parish  the  day  of  pilgrimages  seems  to  be 
church  may  still  be  seen  the  font  at  rapidly  passing  away,  there  is  still 
which  Ignatius  Loyola  was  baptised,  a  considerable  number  of  devotees 
the  silver  cover  of  which  was  car-  who,  towards  the  end  of  July,  attend 
ricd  off  by  the  French  in  1794 ;  the  festival  held  at  that  period  in 
and  it  is  a  popular  shrine  for  pil-  honour  of  St  Ignatius.  A  little 
jrrimages  in  the  neighbourhood.  But  further  up  this  celebrated  valley  wo 
the  grand  features  of  the  valley  «re  are  warned  that  a  long  and  steep 
the  Santa  Casa  and  convent,  which  ascent  is  before  us  by  an  addition 
now  mark  the  birthplace  of  the  to  our  train,  which  now  consists  of 
great  founder  of  the  Jesuit  order,  four  horses,  two  mules,  and  four 
about  a  mile  from  Azpeitia,  from  bullocks,  and  we  slowly  crawl  up  a 
which  it  is  approached  by  a  broad  most  romantic  mountain-pass,  attain- 
straight  road  leading  up  the  t;entre  ing  finally  a  height  of  2500  feet^ 
of  this  lovely  valley.  The  church  is  The  view  from  each  Bigsag  becomes^ 
hemmed  in  by  the  frowning  bare  more  beautiful  as  we  look  over  the> 
rocks  of  Mont  Izarraiz  on  one  side,  Tallejrs  and  ridges  we  have  traversed,. 
and  by  rich  hillsides,  cultivated  and  the  mountains  piled  upon  one^ 
with  maize  or  clothed  with  pendu-  another  in  the  dim  distance.  We^ 
lous  forests.  There  is  something  in  are  partially  shaded  from  the 
the  solitary  and  romantic  position  blazing  sun  by  the  hanging  woodft 
of  this  celebrated  edifice,  which,  with  which  the  steep  hBlside  is. 
apart  from  its  architectural  preten-  covered,  and  which  are  composed 
sions  and  most  interesting  associa-  chiefly  of  Spanish  chestnut,  birch, 
tions,  cannot  fail  to  produce  a  strong  oak,  and  beech  ;  while  the  peasantry 
impression  upon  the  stranger  coming  seem  to  perch  their  farms  by  prefer- 
unexpectedly  upon  it  for  the  first  ence  near  the  summits  of  the  high- 
time.  The  house,  and  even  the  est  hills ;  and  the  smoke  of  bum- 
room  in  which  the  illustrious  priest  ing  weeds,  the  tinkle  of  cattle-bells, 
first  saw  the  light,  now  three  hundred  and  the  occasional  sound  of  distant 
and  eighty  years  ago,  are  still  care-  voices,  remind  t»  that  we  are  tra- 
fully  and  religiously  preserved.  Here  versing  a  populous  country,  which 
is  the  chapel  in  which  he  recovered  is  under  the  hand  of  man,  evea 
from  the  wounds  received  at  the  if  some  of  the  methods  of  its  cul- 
battleof  Pampelona,  where  St  Peter  tivation  are  rude  and  primitive  in 
is  supposed  to  have  descended  to  the  extreme.  There  were,  indeed^ 
him,  and  where  he  decided  to  ex-  no  evidences  locking  of  this  latter 
change  his  military  career  for  one  fact  The  mmint  old  wooden  ploughs 
still  more  militant,  though  in  an-  in  which  the  oxen  were  yoked,  but 
other  garb  and  under  another  name,  which  scarcely  seemed  to  scratch  the 
The  convent  encloses  the  former  re-  surface  of  the  ground ;  the  tiny  little- 
sidence  of  the  Loyola  family,  and,  harrows  which  certainly  could  not 
together  with  the  chapel,  which  is  break  it  up  afterwards ;  the  horsea. 

VOL.    CXII. — NO,    DCLXXXV.  2   P-     . 


«68                                     The  Sliores  of  Biscay,                                 [Nov. 

treading  out  the  grain ;  the  primi-  fitted  with  English  machinery,  un- 
tive  method  of  winnowing  the  com  der  English  management — to  the 
laid  in  rows  by  the  roadside  at  important  town  of  Durango,  which 
the  entrance  to  the  towns, — ^were  all  may  be  considered  the  centre  of  the 
signs  of  a  backwardness  which,  if  we  Carlist  movement  Here  for  two 
Kad  time  to  examine  it  more  closely,  months  they  held  their  headquar- 
might  have  furnished  many  curious  ters ;  and  a  month  had  not  elapsed 
and  interesting  features.  All  along  since,  much  to  the  discontent  of  the 
this  road  the  one  unmistakable  sign  population,  who  are  Carlist  to  the 
of  the  Carlist  insurrection  was  the  backbone,  they  found  themselves 
state  of  the  telegraph  wires,  which  once  more  under  an  established 
were  either  hanging  helplessly  from  Government  official  Durango  has 
the  posts,  or  had  been  cut  and  car-  been  at  all  times  the  most  important 
ried  across  the  road  and  fastened  to  military  position  in  Carlist  opera- 
trees.  From  the  look  of  things  the  tions.  In  the  movement  before  the 
Government  has  no  intention  of  re-  last,  Don  Carlos  made  it  his  head- 
pairing  them,  but  will  keep  them  quarters,  and  from  it  issued  his  ce- 
for  the  future,  in  districts  liable  to  lebrated  proclamation,  condemning 
be  disturbed,  upon  the  line  of  rail-  all  foreigners  to  death  without  trial 
way.  As  there  are  no  cross-country  who  should  be  found  in  arms  against 
railways  in  Spain,  this  plan  is  at-  him, — a  decree  which  was  directed 
tended  with  manifest  inconvenience  against  the  British  Legion,  some  of 
and  expense.  The  view  from  the  whosemost  remarkable  exploits  took 
top  of  the  pass  over  the  country  into  place  in  this  neighbourhood.  From 
which  we  were  about  to  descend,  a  picturesque  as  well  as  from  an 
was  no  less  beautiful  than  that  over  historical  point  of  view,  it  is  one  of 
the  region  we  had  traversed.  Be-  the  most  interesting  towns 'in  Vis- 
hind  us  lay  the  province  of  Gui-  caya.  The  extreme  antiquity  of  its 
fpuscoa,  before  us,  the  province  of  church,  with  its  gigantic  side  por- 
Viscaya,  and  far  beneath  us,  by  the  tico  covering  the  market  place  like 
^ide  of  a  shining  stream,  Elgiobar,  an  umbrella,  gives  it  a  character  of 
the  frontier  town.  We  were  not  its  own ;  while  there  are  many  inter- 
long  in  galloping  down  the  hill  we  esting  excursions  to  be  made  in  its 
•had  so  laboriously  ascended,  and  vicinity.  It  is  only  seventeen 
rattling  over  its  uneven  streets.  Here  miles  from  Durango  to  Bilbao,  but 
the  town  seemed  to  hug  the  brawl-  the  insurgents  never  managed  to  do 
ing  river,  and  balcony  over  balcony  more  than  threaten  the  inhabitants 
rose  from  its  abrupt  margin  to  a  of  the  latter  city.  The  road  runs 
height  of  five  or  six  storeys,  one  down  the  rich  valley,  affording,  as 
more  rickety  than  another,  and  it  crosses  a  ridge  near  the  town,  a 
laden  with  so  much  hanging  linen,  magnificent  view  of  the  basin  of  the 
to  say  nothing  of  spectators,  that  Nervion,  upon  which  it  is  situated ; 
•  one  feared  every  moment  to  see  the  striking  the  Yittoria  and  Bilbao 
whole  picturesque  mass  tumble  railway  not  far  from  the  entrance 
headlong  into  the  stream  together,  to  the  capital  of  Yiscaya.  From 
And  so  on  through  a  countiy  more  this  point  one  may  either  return 
fertile  and  smiling  as  we  advance  into  France  by  the  magnificently- 
to  Eybar,  where  the  whole  popula-  engineered  line  which,  with  numer- 
tion,  also  on  the  bank  of  a  river,  ous  curves  and  zigzags,  traverses  the 
seemed  to  be  engaged  in  making  Sierra  to  Miranda;  or  if  one  can 
rifles  and  revolvers — for  here  was  afford  a  few  more  days,  they  are 
.Xhe  Government  small-arm  factory,  well  spent  in  following  the  coast  by 
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diligence  from  Bilbao  to  Santander,  blushing  efirontery  with  which  the 
by  a  road  scarped  out  of  the  sides  French  have  ventureii  to  complain  of 
of  steep  mountains  overhanging  the  acts  strictly  in  accordance  with  their 
sea,  which  climbs  ridges,  dips  into  own  method  of  warfare, 
lovely  valleys,  and  passes  through  The  road  leaves  the  coast  at  San- 
picturesque  villages,  notably  Castro  tofia,  and  passes  through  a  glorious 
Urdiales  and  Santofta.  piece  of  mountain  scenery  to  the 
It  is  rather  curious  in  these  days,  head  of  the  bay,  and  opposite  San- 
when  the  French  papers  for  the  last  tander,  from  which  point  one  may 
two  years  have  been  harping  upon  be  ferried  over.  A  large  trans- 
the  spoliation  and  outrages  commit-  atlantic  steamer,  the  Panama,  was 
ted  by  the  Germans  in  France,  to  lying  on  a  rock  when  I  visited  the 
listen  to  the  traditions  of  the  atroci-  spot ;  and  her  crew,  camped  on  the 
ties  committed  by  the  French  in  shore  in  huts  hastily  improvised 
Spain  during  the  Peninsular  war.  out  of  sails,  formed  a  picturesque, 
This  northern  coast  especially  seems  if  somewhat  melancholy,  feature  in 
to  have  been  pillaged  and  devastated  the  scene.  Excepting,  perhaps,  the 
by  a  ferocious  soldiery.  According  Semmering,  I  know  nothing  finer 
to  Ford,  this  little  town  of  Castro  in  the  way  of  a  raUway  mountain- 
Urdiales  was  sacked  by  Foy  under  pass  than  the  ascent  of  the  Sierra 
circumstances  of  unusual  atrocity,  from  the  coast  to  Reinosa.  The 
The  French  troops,  after  plundering  road  ascends  in  less  than  fifty  miles 
the  town,  marched  out  of  it  with  to  a  height  of  8229  feet  above  the 
babies  stuck  upon  their  bayonets,  sea,  passing  during  the  last  twenty 
The  sack  of  Oviedo  lasted  three  days,  miles  through  no  fewer  than  twenty- 
when  sacrilege  was  the  least  crime  two  tunnels.  It  may  readily  be 
committed.  We  are  all  familiar  with  imagined  what  gorges  we  dive  into, 
the  sack  of  Zaragosa  by  Marshal  what  sharp  curves  we  make,  what 
Lanncs,  who,  after  plunderiug,  pil-  magnificent  panoramic  views  we  oh- 
laging,  and  massacring  to  his  hearths  tain,  and  how  full  of  interest,  from 
content,  put  his  more  important  a  purely  professional  and  engineer- 
prisoners  to  death  by  prolonged  tor-  ing  point  of  view,  our  journey  over 
lure.  At  Salamanca,  Ney  and  Mar-  these  lofty  ridges  at  the  tail  of  a 
mont  destroyed  thirteen  out  of  locomotive  must  necessarily  be,  un- 
twenty-five  convents,  and  twenty  til  at  last  we  find  ourselves  upon 
out  of  twenty-five  colleges,  which  the  bleak  raw  plateau  of  Old  Castile, 
existed  there.  Indeed,  there  is  with  its  cheerless  towns  dotted 
scarcely  any  important  city  held  over  the  barren  plains — con.spicu- 
by  the  French  which  does  not  bear  ous  among  them  its  chief  city, 
marks  of  having  suffered  at  tjieir  Yalladolid.  I  am  now  on  too 
hands ;  and  in  the  museum  at  Val-  beaten  a  track  to  makQ  any  de- 
ladolid  it  is  interesting  to  exam-  scription  of  this  well-known  city 
ine  the  collection  of  monuments,  necessary;  but  here,  as  elsewhere 
sculptures,  pictures,  and  ornaments,  in  Spanish  towns,  one  of  the  first 
stripped  from  desecrated  churches  objects  that  meets  the  eye  is  the 
by  the  invaders,  but  which  they  Plaza  de  Toros,  and  no  traveller  in 
had  not  time  to  carry  off.  Nothing  Spain  would  feel  that  he  had  done 
perpetrated  by  the  Germans  in  the  his  duty  unless  he  had  been  pre- 
late war  can  bear  comparison  in  sent  at  a  fie$ta  de  Unv8,  or  bull- 
ruthless  violence  with  the  conduct  fight  If  I  am  tempted  now  to 
of  the  French  soldiery  in  Spain ;  convey  to  your  readers  the  impres- 
and  one    is  astounded  at  the  un-  sion  which  this  inhuman  and  utter- 
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ly  uninteresting  spectacle  produced  or  uncertainty,  nor  is  it  engaged  in  by 
upon  me,  it  is  only  because  I  am  sportsmen,  but  by  paid  servants.  To 
surprised  at  not  having  found  it  a  true  sportsman  it  produces  not 
more  universally  experienced  by  the  the  slightest  emotion  or  excitement ; 
numerous  travellers  who  have  wit-  and  after  the  first  quarter  of  an  hour 
nessed  and  described  Spanish  bull-  I  felt  so  bored,  that  had  I  had  a 
fights.  There  is  a  general  concur-  newspaper  in  my  pocket,  I  should 
rence  as  to  the  cruelty  of  the  pro-  have  preferred  reading  it  to  watch- 
cecdings ;  but  the  true  objection  to  ing  the  stupid  exhibition  which 
it  seems  to  me  to  lie  rather  in  the  seemed  to  madden  the  audience 
sporting  than  what  may  be  termed  with  excitement  —  an  excitement 
tne  moral  view  of  the  question.  So  which  appeared  to  mo  to  depend 
long  as  we  keep  it  upon  this  ground,  entirely,  not  on  the  skill  and  ad- 
it may  fairly  be  said  to  be  a  matter  dress  of  those  concerned,  for  there 
of  appreciation ;  and  the  Spanish  was  very  little  variety  in  this,  but 
replies  to  our  charges  of  its  cruelty  in  the  amount  of  blood  which  they 
by  quoting  that  which  attaches  contrived  to  cause  to  be  spilt.  The 
to  every  kind  of  sport,  fall  to  the  most  pictiu-esque  moment  of  the 
groimd.  The  agony  of  the  chased  spectacle^  to  those  who  look  at  it  for 
fox,  the  sufferings  of  the  wounded  the  first  time,  is  the  entry  of  the 
deer,  the  preservation  of  small  ^me  combatants  into  the  arena  before  the 
for  the  purpose  of  slaying  it  in  bull  makes  his  appearance.  There 
battues  for  amusement,  and  in  a  is  a  gorgeous,  middle-age  sort  of 
manner  calculated  to  cause  much  pageantry  about  this  part  of  the  per- 
unnccessary  torture,  seem  to  them  formance  which  carries  one  back  to 
not  very  different  from  the  suffering  the  days  of  jousts  and  tournaments, 
of  the  animals  engaged  in  the  sport  when  men  had  the  pluck  to  tilt  at 
usually  called  bull-fighting,  but  each  other  instead  of  paying  ex- 
which  ought  more  properly  to  be  perts  to  tilt  at  bulls.  The  Chulos, 
termed  bull-baiting;  though  even  glittering  in  spangles  and  carrying 
here  the  parallel  fails ;  for  the  sports-  their  red  cloaks,  have  a  sort  of  half- 
men  kill  their  own  game,  instead  harlequin,  half-chivalrous  appear- 
of  paying  to  be  allowed  to  see  the  ance;  while  the  Picadors,  on  their 
keepers  do  it  But  they  find  gaunt  Rosinantes,  are  complete  per- 
their  most  triumphant  argument  sonifications  of  Don  Quixote.  The 
in  the  prize-ring,  forgetting  that  number  of  horses  and  the  num- 
if  bull-baiting  vras,  like  prize-fight-  ber  of  bulls  to  be  killed  during 
ing,  against  the  law,  instead  of  the  afternoon  is  all  arranged  before- 
being  encouraged  by  the  Spanish  hand.  A  bull-fight  is  a  good  one — 
Government,  no  foreigner  would  be  that  is,  an  expensive  one — according 
entitled  to  say  a  word  against  it  to  the  terms  of  the  contract  with 
As  regards  the  question  of  whether  the  man  who  supplies  the  horses, 
cruelty  is  justified  by  sport,  or  who-  It  is  his  interest,  of  course,  that  his 
ther  there  is  not  a  limit  beyond  horses,  which  are  miserable  hacks, 
which  the  amusement  to  be  derived  should  not  be  killed ;  but  the  au- 
from  the  excitement  which  generally  dience  pay  to  see  them  killed,  and 
goes  by  that  name,  becomes  demor-  roar  and  yell  if  they  do  not  get 
alising  to  those  who  participate  in  it,  their  money's  wortli,  calling  oat 
this  is  one  not  necessary  to  go  into,  loudly,  "La  tripa!"  "La  tripa!" — 
because  bull-baiting  is  not  sport  at  Entrails  I  Entrails !  The  function  of 
alL  It  possesses  neither  of  the  two  the  Picador  is  to  goad  the  bull  into 
essential  elements  of  sport,  danger  disembowelling  his  horse ;  that  is,  if 
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he  is  a  doomed  horse,  otherwise  the  wearied  and  worn  out  with  the  in> 
death  of  a  horse  is  hj  no  means  cessant  goading  of  the  Picadors, 
necessary  to  the  death  of  the  bull,  he  stands  still,  and  seems  only  to 
which  it  would  be  quite  easy  for  nsk  to  be  left  alone;  the  audience 
the  dozen  men  who  surround  the  yell  for  blood,  then  a  Picador  ad- 
animal  to  kill  in  two  minutes,  if  vances  on  his  blindfolded  horse 
the  mob  did  not  insist  upon  his  to  within  a  yard  of  the  wretched 
torture  being  prolonged  to  twenty,  bull,  gives  him  a  violent  prod  with 
The  legs  of  the  Picador  being  en-  his  goad — a  spear  which  is  so  made 
cased  in  iron  and  leather,  he  runs  that  it  cannot  penetrate  above  an 
practically  no  risk  whatever.  The  inch — at  the  same  moment  lifting 
bull,  with  head  down,  charges  the  his  leg,  and  thus  induces  the  bull 
horse,  which,  being  blindfolded,  to  plunge  his  horns  into  his  horse's 
stands  unconscious  of  the  danger  bowels.  When  these  fall  to  the 
until  he  feels  the  horns  of  the  ground,  and  the  horse  is  led  out 
animal  in  his  belly.  The  Picador  tramping  upon  them,  the  applause 
lifts  his  leg  and  slides  of^  or  is  per-  is  frantic ;  but  I  failed  to  see  that 
haps  thrown  with  the  horse  ;  but  the  origin  of  it  lay  in  any  such  senti- 
the  bull  is  immediately  lured  off  by  ment  as  we  call  sport.  It  may,  for 
the  Chulos,  and  soon  becomes  com-  instance,  give  a  pleasurable  sensation 
pletely  bewildered  and  confused  by  of  excitement  to  certain  natures  to 
the  constant  red  ihantles  which  are  avoid  being  scratched  while  skinning 
thrown  in  his  face,  and  which  he  a  live  cat,  but  the  difiBculty  and  dan- 
charges  blindly  and  wildly  with  his  gers  of  the  operation  would  scarcely 
head  down.  The  address  and  agility  cause  it  to  be  dignified  with  the 
of  the  Chulos  in  springing  on  one  side  name  of  sport  At  Bilbao,  the  plea- 
is  pretty  to  see,  but  one  soon  ceases  sure  to  the  people  used  formerly  to  be 
to  feel  that  they  incur  any  danger ;  enhanced  by  the  horses  being  driven 
and  in  point  of  fact  accidents  seldom  alive  in  this  horrible  condition  into 
happen  ;  if  they  did,  it  would  excuse  the  river,  and  allowed  to  struggle 
the  bull-fights  from  the  charge  of  before  a  considerable  crowd  of  spec- 
not  being  sport.  If  there  was  a  tators  until  they  were  drowned ;  and 
probability  of  some  one  being  killed,  I  have  myself  seen  a  large  crowd 
there  would  be  some  interest  in  watching  with  interest  the  protracted 
looking  on.  Indeed,  Spaniards  de-  agonies  of  a  drowning  dog  in  the 
fend  their  favourite  amusement  on  harbour  of  San  Sebastian,  and  a 
the  ground  that  the  men  are  so  child  run  with  a  dying  kitten  and 
rarely  injured,  and  that  the  horses  fiing  it  under  the  wheels  of  a  cart,  for 
are  not  worth  much.  Unfortunately  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  rim  over, 
a  cheap  animal  is  as  conscious  of  Whether  bull-fights  are  responsible 
pain  as  an  expensive  one ;  and  the  for  these  traits  of  character,  or  the 
very  fact  that  the  men  are  so  dexter-  result  of  them,  I  know  not ;  but  1 
ous  and  numerous  that  the  bull  has  watched  with  a  painful  interest  the 
not  a  chance  against  them,  robs  the  excitement  produced  by  this  butch- 
whole  proceeding  of  that  danger  ery  in  numerous  children  of  both 
and  uncertainty  which  constitutes  sexes,  and  of  the  most  tender  age, 
sport  I  longed  to  see  a  dozen  of  and  the  strange  fascination  which 
the  yelling  mob  tiu'ncd  in  to  do  the  bloody  drama  evidently  exercised 
battle  with  the  unfortunate  animal,  over  the  fairer  portion  of  the  spec- 
which,  no  matter  how  bravely  he  tators,  who  seemed  to  gloat  over  its 
fought,  was  foredoomed,  and  had  no  horrors.  Sport  involving  the  slaugh- 
chance  of  victory  or  escape.     When  ter  of  animals,  as  a  general  rule,  is  a 
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pastime  in  which  it  is  not  possible  ers  were  rarely  injured,  the  Chulos 
for  women  and  children  to  engage,  always  coming  to  his  rescue.  If,  as 
for  it  calls  for  the  display  of  certain  in  the  bull-fight  which  I  witnessed, 
manly  qualities ;  but  it  is  not  neces-  the  Matador  does  not  happen  to  be 
sary  to  possess  any  of  the  attributes  a  very  skilful  operator,  he  makes  a 
of  a  man  to  be  a  constant  attendant  good  many  rash  shots,  and,  after 
at  bull-fights;  indeed,  courage  and  plunging  his  sword  deeply  into  the 
manliness  should  tend  rather  to  animal,  is  obliged  to  relinquish  the 
prevent  men  from  tolerating  them,  hilt  He  then  has  cautiously  to 
VVhen  the  bull  has  killed  the  num-  advance  so  as  to  draw  it  from  the 
her  of  horses  which  from  the  first  wound ;  but  the  audience  does  not 
he  was  intended  to  kill,  and  is  him-  object  to  this :  on  the  contrary,  a 
self  streaming  with  blood  from  the  well-planted  blow,  which  severs  the 
shoulders  and  withers,  the  Chulos  spinal  marrow  of  the  bull  at  the  first 
dance  round  him  like  hornets,  plant-  attempt,  seems  rather  to  disappoint 
ing  with  great  dexterity  in  that  al-  them,  as  it  curtails  his  dying 
ready  lacerated  region  their  bander-  agonies.  To  butchers,  were  butch- 
illeros, — barbed  darts  with  little  ery  elevated  to  a  fine  art,  the 
flags  attached.  In  a  few  minutes  whole  exhibition  might  contain 
the  wretched  animal  has  a  largo  elements  of  interest  and  enjoyment ; 
handful  of  these  sticking  in  his  back,  but  no  man  who  ^nows  what  sport 
and,  wild  with  pain,  he  charges  means,  who  has  himself  ever  felt 
blindly  in  every  direction  without  the  keen  excitement  of  being  face 
the  slightest  chance  of  inflicting  any  to  face  with  the  denizens  of  ladian 
injury  on  his  nimble  persecutors,  forests,  or  even  of  a  ride  across 
who  wax  bold,  catch  him  by  the  country  after  a  fox,  can,  after  the 
tail,  and  are  swung  round  amid  the  noveltv  of  the  first  bull,  feel  any- 
plaudits  of  the  spectators,  or  perform  thing  but  disgust  and  ennui.  The 
the  still  more  difiQcult  tour  de  force  danger  incurred  by  the  Picadors 
of  seeming  almost  to  spring  over  the  is  nothing  to  that  of  a  good  day*s 
animaVs  head  as  he  stoops  to  toss  pig-sticking.  The  Matador  in  the 
them.  When  these  feats  are  wit-  presence  of  a  rogue  elephant,  much 
nessed  for  the  first  time,  they  excite  less  a  tiger  on  foot,  would  give  his 
the  interest  incidental  to  every  skil-  cars  to  be  safe  back  in  front  of  his 
ful  and  apparently  dangerous  per-  bull,  while  the  Chulos  would  find 
formance  ;  but  one  quickly  per-  riding  straight  to  hounds  attended 
.ceives  that,  however  difiQcult  they  with  a  good  deal  more  risk  than 
may  seem  to  the  uninitiated,  they  hopping  over  the  barriers  whenever 
are,  in  fact,  no  more  dangerous  than  they  find  the  bull  charging  them, 
the  tight-rope  or  the  flying  tra-  As  for  the  audience,  who  pay  prof es- 
pezc,  and  they  soon  become  mono-  sionals  to  do  their  sport  for  them, 
tonous.  When,  with  a  quiverful  they  have  about  as  much  idea  of 
of  arrows  in  his  back,  the  bull  is  what  sport  really  means,  as  an  In- 
sufficiently worn  out  with  agony,  dian  prince  who  pays  natch-girls  to 
the  turn  of  the  Matador  comes,  dance  before  him,  has  of  dancing 
This  gentleman  keeps  on  plunging '  a  Highland  fling  hinself . 
a  long  sword,  like  a  rapier,  into  the  Finally,  though  willing  merely 
nape  of  the  animaPs  neck.  This  is  for  the  sake  of  argument  to  grant 
a  service  said  to  be  attended  with  that  real  sport  may  justify  any 
some  danger,  though  it  seemed  to  amount  of  cruelty,  I  am  obliged, 
me  a  tolerably  safe  performance ;  after  seeing  a  Spanish  bull  fight, 
and  I  was  assured  these  execution-  to  conclude  that  the  spectators  de- 
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lighted  in  it,  not  because  it  was  tween  ostentatious  quays,  and  its 
sport,  but  because  it  was  cruel,  long  deserted  avenues  of  trees  under 
How  else  are  we  to  account  for  that  which  nobody  ever  seems  to  walk, 
passionate  cry, '^  La  tripa  I  La  tripa!"  abundantly  supplied  with  stone 
As  for  the  incidental  evils,  as  I  am  seats  upon  which  no  one  ever  sits, 
writing,  not  from  the  moralist,  but  It  is  a  type  of  that  desolation  and 
the  sporting  point  of  view,  I  do  not  decay  which  pervades  everything  in 
enter  upon  them,  though  I  am  as-  Spain,  and  which  extends  especially 
sured  by  the  Spaniards  themselves  to  its  churches  and  monasteries, 
that  for  weeks  before  and  after  a  There  is  an  excellent  specimen  of 
bullfight  in  the  country  towns,  the  a  deserted  Carthusian  monastery  a 
effect  upon  all  classes  of  the  popula-  few  miles  from  Burgos,  worth  visit- 
tion  is  most  deleterious.  This,  how-  ing  if  only  to  see  the  wonderful 
ever,  may  be  said  to  a  great  extent  work  of  art  which  it  contains  in  the 
of  our  own  i*aces.  Spaniards  them-  shape  of  an  elaborately  and  most 
selves  are  so  accustomed  to  this  exquisitely  carved  alabaster  monu- 
cxhibition,  that  it  is  impossible  for  ment  to  Don  Juan  IL  and  his  wife 
them  to  form  any  idea  of  the  im-  Isabel  of  Portugal.  But  the  real 
prcssion  it  is  calculated  to  produce  interest  of  Miraflores  consists  in  the 
upon  the  foreigner  witnessing  it  for  evidence  which  its  deserted  cells 
the  first  time.  I  am  happy  to  have  afford  of  the  decline  of  a  religion 
met  many  of  the  nation  who  hold  which  once  exercised  its  paramount 
it  in  utter  abhorrence,  and  I  am  as-  and  sanguinary  influence  over  the 
sured  by  them  that  the  taste  for  it  is  whole  Peninsula.  All  over  the 
rapidly  dying  out,  and  that  among  country,  in  its  most  picturesque  and 
the  upper  classes  there  is  a  conside-  inaccessible  spots,  these  gaunt  piles 
rable  current  of  public  opinion  setting  are  now  to  be  seen,  crumbling  to 
in  this  direction.  The  sooner  it  is  the  ground  since  the  expulsion  from 
.  supported  by  the  voice  of  civilised  Spain  of  the  monastic  orders ;  and 
Europe  the  better ;  for  however  it  produces  a  singular  sensation 
much  we  all  have  need  to  reform  to  wander  through  these  desolate 
our  popular  amusements,  there  is  cloisters,  ^nd  wonder  at  the  curious 
none  of  them  which  can  be  con-  moral  process  which  induced  the 
sidered  a  gieater  blot  upon  Euro-  occupants  to  bury  themselves  alive, 
pean  civilisation  than  a  Spanish  and  to  render  themselves  so  ob- 
i)ull-fight.  noxious  to  the  rest  of    the   world 

When  wc  had  visited  the  house  by  so  doing,  as  to  make  their  exter.- 
in  which  Columbus  lived  and  died,  mination  a  matter  of  state  policy.  * 
tlie  lower  storey  of  which  is  now  The  monks  of  Miraflores  belonged  to 
a  dairy,  and  wandered  over  the  inter-  a  silent  order.  Each  had  his  little 
minable  Alamedas  and  under  the  bed -room  and  sitting-room,  into 
Arcades,  supported  by  old  well-  which  his  dinner  was  passed  through 
worn  gi-anite  columns  which  date  a  hole  in  the  wall — with  a  little 
from  the  days  when  this  city  was  garden  to  himself  shut  in  by  walls ; 
called  by  the  Moors  Belad-Waled,  and  here,  excepting  when  he  went 
wc  are  quite  ready  to  leave  it — and  to  mass,  he  devoted  himself  to  a  life 
so  traver^se  more  dried-up  steppe  of  seclusion,  which  ho  contrived  to 
country  to  Burgos,  a  nest  of  ultra-  render  as  absolutely  unprofitable  to 
Carlism  and  clerical  fanaticism,  his  fellow-creatures  as  it  was  possible 
with  its  crumbling  old  fortress  over-  for  a  man  to  do  and  live.  After 
looking  its  marvellous  cathedral,  its  all,  perhaps  the  monks  that  shut 
tiny  river  of  soap-suds  trickling  be-    themselves  up  did  not  do  so  much 
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harm  to  society  as  those  who  went  at  point  of  view,  they  are,  belongiiig 
large.  The  Govemmont  might  have  to  a  type  destined  before  lonff  to 
made  an  exception  in  their  favour,  figure  among  the  extinct  spedeB: 
as  they  have  in  favour  of  the  nuns,  for  one  scarcely  believes  that  in 
who  still  occupy  their  convents,  another  century,  at  the  present  rttte 
one  of  which,  Las  lluelgas,  near  of  moral  and  intellectual  progress, 
Burgos,  is  worthy  of  a  visit,  if  only  convents  and  bull-fights  will  con- 
because  there  is  a  certain  novelty  in  tinuo  to  exist  side  by  side  in  an/ 
these  days  in  not  being  able  to  look  Christian  country  in  Europe ;  or  that 
at  women — some  of  whom  are  the  any  nation  will  be  found  so  crod 
first  ladies  of  the  land — excepting  and  superstitious  as  to  derive  their 
through  an  iron  grating,  as  if  they  enjoyment  from  torturing  bulls,  snd 
were  specimens  in  a  menagerie.  And  their  hopes  of  salvation  from  tor- 
so,   indeed,    from     a    philosophical  turing  themselves. 


ON  A  KE3UKRECTI0NIST. 

Here  lies  an  honest  man,  my  brothers. 
Who  raised  himself  by  raising  others : 
Anxious  his  friends  from  soil  to  save. 
His  converse  still  was  with  the  grave: 
To  rescue  from  the  tomb  his  mission. 
He  took  men  off  to  the  physician  ; 
And  strove  that  all,  whom  death  releases, 
Should  rest — if  not  in  peace — in  pieces. 
So  here  he  waits  his  resurrection. 
In  hopes  his  life  may  bear  dissection. 

J.    T. 


1872.]  ,A  True  Reformer.— Part  IX,  566 


L  :  A  TRUE  REFORMER.— PART  IX. 

CHAPTER  XXXVI. — BEATING  ABOUT  THE  BUSH. 

The  luncheon  which  took  place  perhaps  the  most  striking  thing 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  day^s  man-  ahout  them  is  the  complete  contrast 
oeuvres  having  come  to  an  end,  the  between  what  we  see  here,  the  strag- 
miscellaneous  visitors  dispersed,  leav-  gling  columns  moving  about  the 
ing  the  rest  of  us,  who  were  Mr.  roads,  and  these  long  lines  of  wag- 
Strickland's  guests,  at  his  shooting-  gons,  and  the  pickets  and  detach- 
box  on  the  moor,  to  retiu*n  home-  ments  scattered  about  everywhere — 
wards  together.  Just  as  we  were  in  short,  the  apparent  irregularity  of 
starting  off,  Mr.  Merrifield  expressed  everything — the  contrast  between 
a  wish  to  explore  the  view  from  a  this  and  the  conventional  notions 
neighbouring  hill,  which  sloped  up  of  what  constituted  military  train- 
steeply  from  all  sides,  culminating  ing,  at  least  in  my  young  days, 
in  some  gigantic  granite  boulders ;  when  military  manoeuvres  began  and 
and  as  1  offered  to  show  him  a  short  ended  with  a  few  stiff  movements 
cut  homeward  from  that  point,  we  on  a  level  parade." 
turned  off  together  towards  it.  "  The  conventional  way  of  look- 

At  the  foot  of  the  granite  block  ing  at  things  permeates  all  profes- 

we  found  a  picket  of  cavalry,  which  sions,    but     none   more     than    the 

took  charge  of  our  horses  while  we  military.     Men  kifew  of  course  that 

climbed  to  the  summit     The  point  what  they  were  doing  was  not  real 

was  certainly  of  sufficient  strategic  training,  or  at  least  they  might  have 

importance  to  justify  its  occupation,  known  if  they  had   thought  about 

which   prevented    the  enemy  from  it     It  was  want  of  imagination   I 

stealing  a  march  or  manoeuvring  sue-  suppose  that  failed  them." 

cessf ully  for  a  surprise,  for  it  com-  "  Have  you  had  any  opportunity, 

manded  the  view  for  many  miles  in  Captain  West,  of  ascertaining  what 

every   direction ;  and  from  the  top  these  foreign    officers   think   about 

we  were   not   only  able  to   see  the  the  way  in  which  we  have  acquitted 

whole    of    the    force  within   whose  ourselves?" 

lines  we  were,  but  we  looked  down  "  They  express   themselves   very 

also  on  the  white  tents  of  the  hos-  handsomely ;    but  then    they  could 

tile  army  a  few  miles  further  off,  con-  hardly  be  otherwise  than  polite  to 

cealed  by  intervening  ground  from  the  hosts  who  have  treated  them  so 

their  opponent,  but  exposed  to  view  well.      After  all,   these  manoeuvres 

from     this    commanding    elevation,  don't  bring  out  the  best  part  of  the 

We   thought   also   we    could   make  British  soldier.     To  see  hijn  at  his 

out  the  faint   sea-line  to  the  north,  best  he  ought  to  be  seen  fighting  ?" 

and  the  high  lands  on  the  coast  to  "  But  as  to  looks  ?" 

the  south.     We  remained  there  for  "  I   think    the    foreigners     could 

some  time,  enjoying  the   beauty  of  hardly  be  expected  to  fall  into  rap- 

the  prospect  tures  about  our  militia  at  any  rate ; 

"  It   has   certainly  been   very  in-  those  yokels,  for  example,  who  were 

teresting  to  watch  these  manoeuvres  discussing  their  sausages  just  now. 

from  day  to  day,'*  observed  Mr.  Merri-  But  I   doubt  if  our  army  is  much 

field,  as  we  rode  slowly  homeward  to  look  at,  comparatively  speaking, 

along  the  narrow  moor-path.     **  And  Wc  English  are  said  not  to  know  how 
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to  dress,  and  tho  criticism  certainly  **  The  slaughter  took  place  for  the 

extends  to  our  troops.  And  it  always  most  part  in  the  pursuit,  I  suspect, 

has  been  so.     A  very  good  soldier,  The  beaten  party  had  no  time  to  get 

speaking  in  his  reminiscences  of  the  away  when  tho  fighting  was  all  hand 

great  reviews  of  the  Allied  armies  to  hand,  as  they  have  in  these  days 

held  at  Paris  after  Waterloo,  says  of  long  bowls.     But  I  should  say 

that  our  troops  were  the  most  under-  the  standard  of   courage  is   higher 

sized,    and  the   worst  dressed,  and  now.*' 

generally  the  meanest-looking  of  the  '*  From  what  do  you  make  that 

whole  lot,  and  that  the  Allies  were  inference  ?'* 

astonished  at  the  insignificant  ap-  ^^Well,  to  take  one  well-known 
pearancc  of  the  victors  in  the  famous  case.  It  was  not  considered  incom- 
battle.'*  patible  with  the  attributes  of  the 
"  Well,  there  is  no  doubt,  I  hope,  bravest  of  the  Trojans  that  he  should 
about  the  fighting  qualities.  Our  run  away  when  his  heart  failed  him ; 
pardonable  national  vanity  can  hard-  but  nowadays  no  one  dare  run  away 
ly  be  deceiving  us  upon  that  point''  even  from  a  man  double  his  size. 
"It  is  curious  to  observe,  by  the  You  have  to  take  your  chance  if  yoo 
way,"  I  remarked,  "  how  convention-  come  across  a  fellow  of  that  sort ; 
al  the  standard  of  courage  is  even  you  are  bound  to  stand  for  him  if 
now.  We  are  told,  for  example,  by  he  comes  at  you." 
military  writers,  that  certain  things  *^  That  must  have  been  a  difficulty 
are  impossible  in  war,  the  point  of  with  the  knights  of  tho  middle  ages 
impossibility  beine  apparently  reach-  also,"  said  Mr.  Merrifield.  **  All  the 
ed  when  about  one-fourth  of  a  body  weakly  men  could  not  have  g^ne 
of  troops  are  hors  de  combat.  When  into  monasteries,  and  apparently 
that  number  of  an  attacking  force  are  there  was  no  picking  and  choosing 
knocked  over,  it  is  considered  legiti-  in  the  single  combats  of  those  days." 
mate  to  retire,  or  if  they  are  defend-  ^^  Skill  must  have  had  a  good 
ing  a  position,  it  is  not  considered  dis-  deal  to  do  with  success  then,  I  sup- 
graceful  to  yield  it  The  position  is  pose,  as  it  has  now.  The  best  swords- 
conventionally  said  to  be  untenable,  men  in  the  army  are  not  for  the 
But  clearly  because  twenty -five  men  most  part  hulking  louts,  such  as  are 
out  of  a  hundred  are  killed  or  wound-  depicted  in  novels  of  the  muscular 
ed,  that  docs  not  affect  the  compe-  school,  but  dapper  fellows,  often 
tency  of  tho  remaining  seventy-five  rather  under  than  over  middle-size, 
to  stop  where  they  arc.  They  are  But  I  suppose  you  cannot  have 
still  safe  in  wind  and  limb."  had  leisure  to  read  rubbish  of  that 

**I  suppose,"  answered  my  com-  sort?" 
panion,  ^*  there  must  be  some  great  ^^  I  waste  time  like  other  folk, 
expenditure  of  vital  energy  in  such  and  in  other  places  than  the  Hou.se 
moments,  when  men  see  death  of  Commons.  They  are  certainly 
and  destruction  going  on  around  an  amusing  illustration  of  what  you 
them  in  every  form.  For  judging,  say  about  the  conventional  way  of 
as  you  say,  by  military  histories,  looking  at  things,  the  authors  not 
troops  seem  to  become  exhausted  seeing  apparently  that  physical 
and  incapable  of  further  effort,  even  strength  gives  one  man  no  advan- 
although  they  may  have  been  doing  tage  over  another  out  of  the  prize- 
nothing  all  day  but  standing  stilL  ring.  Duelling,  at  any  rate  with 
Certainly  the  slaughter  used  to  be  pistols,  made  one  man  as  good  as 
much  greater  in  the  battles  of  ancient  another,'  so  far  as  muscles  went" 
times."  ^'And    a     blackguard    like    Guy 
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Livingston b  would  assuredly   have  certainly  have  exhibited  there  in  a 

been  shot  sooner  or  later,  as  he  de-  striking  because  exaggerated  fornix 

served  to  be.     In  fact,  if  ruffians  of  the  peculiar  weakness  of  the  Greek 

that   sort  were  really  going  about  intellect,  so  acute  and  so  strong  in 

loose  in  the  present  day,  it  would  some  respects,  so  defective  in  others, 

be  necessary  to  reinstitute  duelling  because    entirely    wanting     in    the 

for  putting  them  down."  critical  faculty  with  respect  to  the 

My  companion   seemed  to  disap-  value    of    evidence.       The    Hindoo 

prove  of  this  light  way  of  speaking  mythology  is  not  intrinsically  more 

about  duelling,  for  he  changed  the  absurd  than  the  Grecian;  although 

subject  abruptly.     **  What  you  were  it  may  be  recited  in  a  more  extrava- 

saying  about  Hector   and   Achilles  gant  way.     Yet  the  Greeks  appear 

just  now  leads  me  to  remark,  that  for  the  most  part  to  have  accepted 

it  is    not    so    much    probably    the  their    theology  unquestioning,   just 

standard  of  courage  as  the  way  of  as  I  am  told  the  Hindoos  do  at  the 

manifesting  it  that  alters  with  time,  present  day.*' 

The  ancients  were  less  artificial  in        "  Their  religion  is  certainly  a  very 

their  habits  than  we  moderns,  and  lively    and    vivid    belief    with    the 

more  impulsive."  Hindoos.     That  any  evidence  should 

*'  I  think  one  gets  a  very  good  be  required  in  support  of  it,  is  an 
insight  into  some  attributes  of  the  idea  it  never  occurs  to  them  to  enter- 
ancient  Greeks  by  observing  their  tain.  That  a  story  should  be  re- 
l)lood  relations  the  Indians,  who  cited  from  the  Ramayana  is  quite 
have  many  of  their  characteristics  sufficient  evidence  of  its  truth,  no 
in  an  exaggerated  form.  If  half -a-  matter  how  wildly  extravagant  or 
ilozen  Indians  are  quarrelling,  and  absurd  it  may  be." 
one  of  the  lot,  taking  the  initiative, 

lays  about  him  with  his  cudgel,  But  I  must  not  stop  to  repeat 
knocking  all  the  others  down,  the  the  whole  of  this  conversation ;  and 
latter  will  very  probably  stand  it  however  delightful  it  might  bo  to 
quietly,  to  use  a  bull,  merely  be-  ride  across  Arrowdown  in  conversa- 
cause  he  anticipates  them  in  action,  tion  with  Mr.  Merrifield,  listening  to 
Yet  these  fellows  are  brave  enough  his  disquisitions  on  the  Aryan  mytho- 
according  to  their  lights,  and  make  logy,  and  borne  on  the  flood  of  strik- 
splendid  soldiers  under  good  dis-  ing  and  beautiful  ideas  which  he 
cipline.  Now  our  friends  of  this  poured  forth  on  the  subject,  I  never- 
morning  with  the  sausages  would  theless  grudged  the  time  not  given 
not  stand  being  hit  by  anybody,  to  the  one  thing  I  had  most  at 
even  before  they  put  on  their  red  heart,  and  from  which  wo  had 
coat*?."  now    wandered    away.       Such    an 

"  True,  and  what  you  say  is  borne  opportunity  of  unfolding  my  views 

out  very  much  by  what  people  call  to   the  person  most    able    to    give 

the  Iliad  of  the  East — I   mean  the  effect    to  them   was   not  likely    to 

Ramayana.       Are    you     acquainted  occur  again.       The  path   we    were 

with  the  book  ?"  traversing  was  just  wide  enough  for 

"  Only  through  translations.  Be-  the  two  horses  to  go  abreast,  but 
ing  an  Englishman,  and  having  lived  too  stony  and  uneven  for  fast  rid- 
in  India,  of  course  1  know  nothing  ing.  For  a  tete-d-tete  conversation, 
of  Sanscrit."  the    situation    was    everything    one 

**  Well,    I   don't    want    to    insult  could  desire.     No  need  to  button- 

the  shade  of  Homer  by  comparing  hole,  and  no  fear  of  boring.     Feel, 

tlic  Ramayana  to  the  Iliad,  but  you  ing  the  importance  of  the  occasion 
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I  became  very  anxious  and  impatient    slowly  mounted  one  crest  after  ano- 
as  the  moments  passed  by,  and  we    ther  of  the  rolling  moor. 


en  AFTER  XXXVII.— COMING   TO   THE   POINT. 

At    last    Mr.    Mcrrifield    himself  pursued  the  conversation,  however, 

gave  a  sudden  turn  to  the  conver-  without  remark.     "  This  last  devel- 

sation.  opment  to  which  you  refer  may  be 

*^  It  is  curious  to  notice/'  he  ob-  ascribed  to  the  changes  in  firearms, 
served,  "  the  progress  of  develop-  I  think,  which  forced  us  to  modify 
ment  in  military  as  in  other  human  our  mode  of  tactics,  and  was  not 
affairs.  I  don't  mean,  of  course,  as  due  to  the  same  spirit  of  develop- 
to  improvement  in  firearms  and  so  ment  which  brought  about  most  of 
on,  but  in  the  mode  of  tactics.     So  our  changes.'' 

far  as  I  understand  these  matters,  *'No  doubt  you  are  right  as  to 
the  only  mode  of  manoeuvring  re-  that  particular  case;  but  although 
cognised  in  the  time  of  Marlborough,  we  are  quite  clear  as  to  the  present 
and  even  that  of  Frederic  the  Great,  tendency  of  changes  in  warfare,  wc 
was  by  long  lines  made  up  of  the  have  no  clearer  notion  than  our  fore- 
whole  army,  or  at  most  of  wings,  fathers  what  the  next  changes  will 
The  notion  of  divisions  and  brigades,  be.  All  we  know  is  that  the  nation 
and  then  that  of  army  corps,  seems  to  which  first  acts  upon  the  new  idea 
have  been  of  later  date.  Yet  appar-  will  have  for  the  time  the  advantage 
cntly  this  organisation  would  have  over  the  rest  of  the  world — sad  it 
been  just  as  suitable  in  the  times  is  to  have  to  say  so.'' 
of  Frederic  as  it  is  now.  But  man-  ^^  My  own  belief  is  that  there  is  a 
kind  seems  incapable  of  arriving  at  great  idea  available  just  now  to  be 
new  ideas  on  these  or  any  matters  seized  upon.  We  have  improved 
of  political  organisation  per  mltum,  our  artillery  and  musketry  till  one 
They  are  developed  only  by  slow  might  suppose  it  would  soon  be  im- 
degrees."  possible  to  stand  up  against  them, 

*^  And  just  now  we  seem  to  be  although  it  has  to  be  remarked  by 
on  the  point  of  developing  a  new  the  way  that  the  proportion  of  killed 
mode  of  fighting,  based,  as  I  under-  and  wounded  in  battle  seems  to  be 
stand  it,  on  individual  intelligence  steadily  diminishing  instead  of  in- 
compounded  with  a  very  strict  dis-  creasing,  but  the  noticeable  thing  is 
ciplinc."  that  artillery  and  rifles  both  recjuire 

'*  The  military  discipline  and  train-  daylight    to    be    effective.     Neither 

ing  of  the  present  day  form,  by  the  con  do  anything  in  a  fog,  still  less 

way,  an  excellent  school  for  young  in  the  dark.     Here  then  you  have  a 

men.    I  have  been  greatly  struck  with  new  idea  for  successful  warfare." 

the  thorough  manner  in  which  all  **  You  mean  by  night  attacks  f  * 

regimental  business  is  done  in  these  *^  Precisely  so.     The  troops   that 

camps.     If  I  had  a  son  instead  of  a  first  learn  to  move  by  night  will  be 

daughter,  I  think  I  should  certainly  able  to  laugh  at  the  enemy^s  artillery 

put  him  into  the  army  for  a  season,  and  ten  thousand  men  inav  throw  a 

before  he    settled    down    to    some  whole  army  into  confusion, 

other  profession."  *^But  is  not  all  experience  of  war 

It  was  gratifying  to  notice    the  to  the  effect  that  enterprises  by  night 

favourable  impression  my  compan-  are  Itabie  to  fail  from  the  most  tri- 

ion  had  received  on  this  head.     I  fling  causes?    From   what  I    have 
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understood  of    such  matters,  night  the    world    knows    h6w    extraordi- 

attacks  arc  such  ticklish  things  that  narily   successful   that  system  has 

they  hardly  ever  succeed."  proved,    the   French   are   only   now 

"  They   have  generally  been   im-  beginning  to  talk  about  adopting  it, 

provised  affairs,  I  fancy,  adopted  on  and  we  are  moving,  if   at  all,  in  a 

the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  carried  contrary  direction." 

out    in    an   imperfect,    half-hearted  "  Is    that    so  ?     Surely   this  has 

way,  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  been  a  time  of  inquiry  and  reform 

engaged  having  probably  no  distinct  with  us,   and  putting  our  military 

information  what  the  affair  was  all  institutions  on  their  defence  as  well 

about.     The   sort  of  thing  I   have  as  every  other  branch  of  the  body 

in  view  is  very  different  from  this,  politic  ?    We    seem   to    have    been 

I  am  thinking  of  a  systematic  train-  fully  as  busy  as  every  other  nation 

ing,  by  which  the  troops  would  be-  in  that  way.'' 

come  as  prompt  and  steady  when  **  There  has  been  plenty  of  fuss  and 
moving  in  the  dark  as  they  are  at  plenty  of  change  certainly,  but  most- 
present  in  daylight.  I  confess  that  ly  in  the  wrong  direction,  I  think." 
I  have  no  very  distinct  concep-  "You  refer  to  the  abolition  of 
tion  as  yet  of  what  the  system  purchase,  I  suppose  ?  Is  it  possible, 
should  be — that  must  be  left  to  Captain  West,  that  you  can  be  an 
be  discovered  by  your  process  of  advocate  for  maintaining  that  mis- 
development  No  doubt  it  will  re-  chievous,  that  iniquitous  practice  r" 
quire  a  very  high  order  of  discipline  And  my  companion  spoke  with  a 
and  intelligence,  but  I  have  enough  somewhat  heightened  tone  of  voice, 
national  vanity  to  think  that  this  as  if  he  were  about  to  lose  his  temper. 
is  just  the  sort  of  work  in  which  our  **  Oh  no,  please  don't  misunder- 
national  qualities  would  give  us  a  stand  me  on  that  point,"  I  replied, 
superiority ;  the  same  coolness  and  eagerly ;  "  that  change  was  abso- 
self-possession  which  distinguish  our  lutely  essential,  as  it  was  pronounced 
sailors  would  then  have  full  play  on  to  be,  for  all  other  reforms  that  were 
land."  to  follow;    I  did  not  refer  in   the 

"  But    the    secret  would  not  bo  least  to  that." 

long    kept,    and    then    all    nations  "Then  what  is  it  that  you  find 

would,  after  the  first  surprise,   be  fault   with  ?      That    measure    was 

put  on  a  par  again,  except  bo  far  as  merely  one  link  in  a  chain  of  reme- 

the   qualities   you  speak   of   might  dial  measures  which  we  have  been 

give  the  advantage   to  one  or  the  engaged  upon  for  some  years  past." 

other.    The  final  result  would  merely  "  I  think  the  case  may  be  stated 

be  that  we  should   be  landed  in  a  in  this  way.     The   history   of   the 

new  mode  of  warfare."  Prussian  army  has  been  one  of  con- 

"  But  the  first  start  is  everything  tinuous  improvement  from  the  Na- 
in  war.  It  may  give  you  the  supc-  poleonic  wars  down  to  Metz.  How 
riority  in  perhaps  the  only  great  has  the  same  time  been  spent  by 
campaign  you  have  to  undertake  in  us  ?  The  period  from  Waterloo  to 
a  century.  Besides,  this  process  of  the  Crimean  war  was  one  of  corn- 
imitation  by  one  nation  of  the  im-  pletc  stagnation,  or  rather  we  were 
provemonts  hit  upon  by  another  is,  going  backward.  Wellington's  army 
after  all,  a  very  slow  one  some-  and  system  were  the  creation  of  his 
times.  Look  at  what  has  happened  patient  genius ;  the  War  Department 
in  our  o\\ti  day.  The  Prussians  had  not  helped  in  any  way  to  form 
o»^nized  an  entirely  new  system  it,  and  by  degrees  that  splendid 
almost  unobserved ;  yet  although  all  machine  became  rusty,  and  the  men 
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who    knew    how    to    work  it    had  them,   he  would  perhaps  devise  i 

passed  away.     Since    the    Crimean  rough-and-ready  system  of    contro 

days    there    has    certainly   heen   a  and  audit  of  his  own.     In  factp  h< 

season  of  enerp^^,  more  or  less  spas-  would  do  over  again  what  WelliDg 

modic,  and  always  frightfully  costly ;  ton  did  in  the  Peninsula— omni» 

but  the  energy,  so  far  as  administra-  a  war  department  for  service  m  the 

tion  goes,  has  been  in  great  measure  field.     But  what  a  strain  to  put  or 

misdirected,  and  the  result  is  that  a  general  engaged  before  the  enemy, 

we     have     built     up    a    cumbrous  and  in  these  days  too  of  short  cun< 

machine    which    hardly    works    in  paigns !     And  what  a  satire  on  oui 

peace,   and  would    utterly  collapse  present  organisation^   that    it   onlj 

m   war.      1'he    result  is,   I    verily  just  pulls  along  while  there  is  nc 

believe,  that  we  are  absolutely  worse  strain  on  it,  and  would  hare  to  be 

prepared  at  the  present  moment  for  set  aside  on  the  first  occasion  of  it» 

a    war,    should    we    unhappily  be-  being  wanted  for  real  use  I" 
come  engaged  in  one,  which  heaven        **  That  would  be  an  alarming  pic* 

forbid" — I   threw   in    this    remark  ture,    indeed,    if    a  true  one.    Bu' 

about  heaven  as  a  sop  to  ^fr.  Merri-  is   not    your  view    morbid  or    ex 

field,  the  allusion  to  war  being  evi-  aggerate'd  t    I   have  observed    tha< 

dcntly  distasteful,  as  I  inferred  from  you  express  yourself  very  strongly 

a  restless  movement  he  made  in  his  on  this  point.  Captain  Westp  but  ] 

saddle — '^  than  we  were  in  the  Cri-  thought  that  was  merely  due  to  th< 

mean  days.     For  then  we  had  merely  prejudice  of    a  military  man    wb< 

to  create  everything ;  and  although  looked  at    things    from    the    men 

we  did  not  happen  to  light  upon  the  soldier's  point  of    view.     I  should 

man  of  genius  needed,  possibly  we  have  expected  a  more  dispassionate 

might  have  done  so  if  the  war  had  estimate  of  things  from  you,  non 

gone  on  longer.     But  now  the  first  that  you  have  had  some  experienci 

thing  to  be  done  would  be,  not  to  of  office,  and  of  the  possibilities  oj 

create    but    to    destroy.      If     the  government.'* 

British  amiv  is  not  to  go  to  iin-        *'I    felt    very    strongly    on    the 

mortal  smash  when  called  on  active  subject,  Mr.  Merrifield,  when  first  1 

service,  the  War  Oflice  would  have  had  the  honour  of  speaking  to  jw, 

to  bo    pulled    to    pieces,,  and    the  about  it,  but  1  assure  you   I   fed 

whole  system  of  military  adminis*  ten  times  more  strongly  now  than  1 

tnition  built  up  anew.     That  is   a  did  then,  and  I  have  not  been  un* 

nice   prospect !     A  flank  movement  observant  during  my  novitiate." 
in  face  of   the  enemy  with  a  ven-        **  Well,  but  I  should  like  to  heai 

geance.     There  is  one  other  alter-  your  criticisms  a  little  more  in  elo- 

iiative,   certainly,      if  you  had  the  tail.     Your  denunciations,  altheragfc 

good  fortune  to  hit  upon  a  really  hearty,  havo  been  somewhat  vague 

iirst-rate  man  for  loader  of  an  expe-  so  far.     Cannot    you    give    me    ar 

dition,  he  would  probably  pitch  the  idea  of  some  of  the  specific  pcnnb 

system   overboanl,   and  simply  im-  of  your  objections  f" 
proviso  his  own  way  of  feeding  and        Here,  then,  was  the  very  oppor 

moving  the  anny  ;  and  then,  instead  tunity  I  had  been  longing  for,  anc 

of  the  War  Office  routine,  with  its  no  words  could  express  the  tenaieM' 

checks  and  counter  checks,  and  its  of  feeling  I  experienced  in  the  de 

warrants,  and  circulars,  and  forms,  siro  to  veil  the  anxiety  struggUni 

and   precedent 4,   piled   up    in    con-  for    expression    under  an  emtwarc 

fusion  one  above  the  other  till  men  calmness  of    manner.     But  juat  a 

can    neither  stand   nor  understand  this  moment  we  were  interrupted. 


1872.]                         A  True  Reformers'—Part  IX.  571 

CHAPTER  XXXViri.— OUR  REFORMER  MEETS  WITH  THE  RIGHT  LISTENER   AT  LAST. 

In  the  interest  of  our  conversation  So  foolish  are  young  ladies.       N//7rm 

I  had  not  noticed  that  we  had  reach-  tekvg  ! 

ed  the  point  where  our  bridle-path  However,  this  interlude   did  not 

cut  in  at  an  acute  angle  with  the  last  long.     Presently  Mr.  Merrifield 

main  road,   and  that  although  the  reined  back   his  horse  till   I,   who 

open  moor  rendered  all  objects  visible  was  riding  a  little  in  the  rear,  came 

for  a  long  distance,  the  rest  of  the  up  with   him,   and   said,    ^'  I   think 

equestrian  party  were  now  close  to  Captain    Strickland     showed    very 

us,   having   reached    almost    simul-  good  judgment  in  keeping   off  this 

taneously    the    point    of    junction,  abominably    stony  track.       Cannot 

There  was  no  alternative  but  to  fall  we  follow  his  example  and  find  a 

in  with  the  cavalcade.  way  for  ourselves  across  the  moor  ?" 

In  the  first  excitement  of  this  dis-  and  so  saying  he  turned  off  the  road, 
appointment  I  did  not  notice  Eva^s  and  we  were  soon  taking  an  inde- 
abscnce  from  the  party.  On  inquiry  pendent  line  of  our  own  in  the 
it  was  explained  that  she  and  Tom  general  direction  of  the  shooting- 
Strickland  had  taken  another  route  box.  It  was  clear,  then,  that  I  had 
across  the  moor.  Tom  declared,  not  bored  the  great  Minister,  since 
said  his  sister,  that  only  a  woman  he  himself  thus  pointedly  sought  a 
could  be  cruel  enough  to  ride  over  renewal  of  the  conversation  ;  and, 
such  stony  roads,  and  wanted  all  of  indeed,  in  a  minute  or  two  we  had 
them  to  follow  his  guidance  along  a  the  army  question  on  again  at  full 
short  cut  not  more  than  two  miles  swing,  Mr.  Merrifield  inviting  me  to 
round.  But  she  protested  that  he  state  my  views  at  length, 
would  infallibly  lead  them  into  a  *'I  could  not  make  them  very 
bog,  as  he  did  not  know  the  country  short,  I  fear,  if  I  thed,"  was  my 
a  bit,  and  only  my  wife  had  the  reply ;  "  however,  if  I  don*t  fatigue 
courage  to  accompany  him.  There  you  there  will  be  time  to  explain 
they  were,  she  added,  over  yonder,  what  I  mean  between  this  and  the 
just  disappearing  over  the  crest  of  farm.  It  seems  to  me,  then,  that 
that  rise  on  the  right.  there  are  three  important  principles 

Mr.  Merrifield  entered  at  once  into  involved  in  this  army  question  which 

lively  conversation  with   the  young  have  been  lost  sight  of,  but  which,  if 

ladies,    declaring    that  he    felt    so  acted  upon,  would  go  far  to  solve  it. 

braced  up   by  this  upland  air  that  First,  what  you  want  is  to  have  an 

the  day  seemed  only  beginning  in-  army.     That  sounds  like,  a    mere 

stead   of    ending.       But  to  a  man  truism,  but  the  little  point  seems  to 

accustomed,  as  he  was,  to  spend  the  be    overlooked    nevertheless.       We 

long  weary  nights  in  arguing,  defend-  have  got  an  army  certainly,  but  it 

ing,  replying,  convincing  all  around,  is  altogether  too  small   to  do  any- 

an  hour  or  so  of  conversation  must  thing  with  in  war.     And  we  have  no 

have  been  a  mere  relaxation.     I  don't  means  of  augmenting  it,  for  I  need 

think,  by  the  way,  that  Sybil  half  not  say  that  these  army  reserves 

appreciated  the  honour  done  her  in  are  the  merest  pretences  of  a  reserve, 

being  thus  talked  to — an  honour  dis-  The  fact  is,  we  should  have  to  trust 

guised  perhaps  by   the  thoroughly  in  war  time  to  the  slow  and  clumsy 

unaffected  manner  in  which  it  was  device  of   recruiting,   and  the  war 

conferred — and    would    much    have  would  be  over  before  we  had  beg^n 

preferred  Tom  Strickland's  company,  to  get  on  our  armour." 
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**  But  we  have  a  larger  army  now  war  in  that  fashion.       Her    army 

than  we  have  ever  had  hcfore,   at  must  always  neoessarily  be  amall ; 

any  rate  in  peace  time  V  she  must  act  with  allies,  and  turn 

*^  That  may  ho  so,  and  for  peace  her  naval  superiority  to  account.'* 

time  the  numher  of  men  emhodied  **  But  is  not,   speaking  with  all 

is  perhaps  even  larger  than   neces-  deference,  is  not  that  view  of  the 

sary,  hut  the  fact  appears  to  remain  case  a  little  vague  ?     If  one  mUitary 

that  we  have  no  force  available  of  a  proposition   has    been    made   more 

strength  that  would  enable  us  to  act  clear  than  another  by  recent  erenti 

effectively.      Allowing  for  recruits,  it  seems  to  be  this,  that  fleets  hftTie 

and  depots,  and  so  forth,  you  might  little  power  for  ofTcnsive  moTement 

l>erhaps  be  able  to  place  50,000  eftcc-  in     Continental    warfare,    althou^ 

tives  in  the  field,  and   you  had  very  their    defensive    power    may    hare 

much  better  place  none."  improved,  and  therefore  that  wars 

"  Yet  England  has  fought  and  won  must  be  settled  by  forces  on  land." 

great   battles   with   less    than    that  *^  However    that  may    be — and   I 

number."  must  say  I  doubt  if  the  condusion 

^^  Yes,  but  then  the  Continental  be  well  founded,  that  is,  if  you  dnw 
armies  were  small  also.  Austerlitz  it  from  what  happened  in  the  Franco- 
was  thought  at  the  time  to  be  a  German  war — still  I  hold  that  we 
battle  of  thp  Titans,  but  neither  side  must  regard  the  idea  of  emulating 
had  a  hundred  thousand  men  in  the  the  armies  of  the  Continent  as  out  of 
field.     Napoleon  had  a  much  smaller  the  question." 

force  at  Jena.  But  other  nations  ^*  I  don^t  say  that  we  could  emu- 
have  expanded  in  their  scale  of  mak-  late  Germany  with  her  million  of 
ing  war,  and  we  shall  have  to  do  the  men,  but  the  population  of  Gnat 
same.  If  we  had  to  go  to  war  for  Britain  is  as  large  now  as  that  of 
the  defence  of  Belgium,  for  exam])le  France  was  in  the  revolutionary 
— I  am  only  taking  this  as  an  ex-  war ;'  we  could  therefore  maintain 
treme  illustration,"  I  added,  for  at  as  large  an  army  as  Napoleon  did. 
this  point  my  companion  made  a  The  tighting  power  of  a  nation 
gesture  of  impatience  ;  *^  admitting  excuse  the  savagery  of  the  expraaaion 
for  the  sake  of  argument  that  the  — depends  on  the  number  of  able- 
supposition  is  absurd,  still  it  may  bodied  men  it  has." 
be  assumed  that  some  case  or  other  *^  You  speak  as  if  it  would  erer  be 
might  conceivably  arise,  under  a  com-  possible  to  enforce  a  conscription  in 
bination   of    possible   if  highly   im-  England." 

probable  eventualities"  (I  threw  all  *^  No,  [  merely  meant  to  say  timt 

this  in  to  keep  my  companion  quiet),  the  men  are  there  if  you  chooM  to 

^*  when  we  should  have  to  intervene  employ  them.     Of  course  you  nmt 

by  arms,  say,  for  instance,  in  defence  offer  terms  sufficient  to  attract" 

of  a  colony  ;  and  then  we  should  find  Mr.   Merrifield  was    silent  for  a 

that  we  were  ^-ithout  the  means  of  minute  ;    whether    considering  nr 

doing  so,  and  the  wai*  would  be  over  proposition,  or  because  he  thought  it 

before  we  were  ready  to  begin."  was  not  worth  replying  toi,  I  ooidd 

"  if,  by  being  ready,   you  mean  not  tell.     I  therefore  went  on— 

that  England  would  not  have  mili-  *^  Twenty  years  ago,  I  admits  flw 

tary  establishments  organised  on  the  notion  of  raising  a  large  Yoluntoar 

gigantic  scale  we  find  obtaining  on  army  would   have  seemed  chimml- 

the    Continent,    I    admit    that    we  cal,   but  we  have  now  actual  ovi* 

should  not  be ;  but  England  would  denco  of  what  can  be  done  in  timt 

never    even  dream    of   undertaking  way.      Look  at  what  happened  in 
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America.      If    ever    there    was    a  of  allowing  ourselves  to   drift  into 

country  of  which  the  impossibility  a  quarrel,   and  then  embarking  off 

of  raising  a  big  army  might  have  war,    in    half-hearted    insufficient 

been  affirmed,  it  was  that     All  the  fashion,   until  the  nation,   exasper- 

difficulties  we  should  encounter  in  ated  by  disaster,  compels  its  leaders 

such  a  task  were  existent  there  in  to    obey    the    national    voice,    and 

a    highly -intensified    degree.     The  undertake  measures  adequate  to  the 

value  of  labour  is  even  greater  there  occasion.      But  let  me  explain :    I 

than  with  us ;   the  sense  of  inde-  don't  anticipate  that  England  would 

pendence  also,   and  the  novelty  of  ever  be  called  on  for  such  an  effort 

the     task.      Yet,     notwithstanding,  as  the  Americans  had  to  put  forth, 

the  armies  they  succeeded  in  raising  although  with  our  scattered  empire 

transcended    in    numbers  even  the  it  would  be  difficult  to  measure  the 

armies  of  the  Continent"  extent  of  our  liabilities.     800,000  or 

"  Yes,  but  consider  the  cause  they  even  200,000  British  troops,  with  the 

were  fighting  for.    That  was  a  strug-  means  of  filling  up  casualties,  and 

gle  for  a  grand  national  principle,  maintaining    the    numbers,     would 

which  set  the  heart  of  the  whole  suffice    to    turn    the    scale  in    any 

people  abeating — not  a  mere  polit-  European  war.      What  I  object  to 

ical  quarrel."  is  the  notion  that  it  would  be  use- 

^*  No    doubt    you    must   have    a  f ul,  or  even  possible,  to  go  into  the 

sufficient    cause.      There    must    be  thing  with  forty  or  fifty  thousand — 

something  to  arouse  the  passions  of  just  enough  to  meet  with  certain 

the  nation,  in  order  that  the  passions  disaster." 

of  th^  nation  may  be  arous^.     But  **  Armies,  such  as  you  speak  of, 

I  should  hope  England  would  never  may    be    needed    for    Continental 

be  drawn  into  war  except  on  some  nations ;  but  the  same  insular  posi- 

grave  and  solemn  cause. ^*  tion  which  makes  us,  in.  my  opinion, 

**  There  at  least  I  agree  with  vou,"  invulnerable,  seems  equally  to  ren- 

Said  Mr.   Merrifield  with  emphasis,  der  it  impossible    to    attack    other 

*'  But    you     have     overlooked    the  nations.     It  is  not  merely  a  case  of 

enormous,    the    profligate   waste  of  marching  across  a  frontier :  we  have 

money  those  efforts  involved,   and  to  cross  the  sea;   and  how  are  we 

the  tremendous  incubus  of  debt  they  to  do  that  with  a  force  such  as  you 

have  laid  on  the  American  people.  speak  of  ?" 

*^  The  effort  was  so  costly  because  ^^  I   should  say  the  sea,    to    the 

they  were  so  ill  prepared  for  it;  because  nation  which  has  the  command  of 

everything  had  to  be  improvised —  it,  would  give  even  less  trouble  than 

army,  system,  officers,  arms,  every*-  the  land.      It  is  quite  as  easy  to  put 

thing.     If  the  Northern  States  had  a  regiment  on  board  a  steamer  as  to 

had  such  a  nucleus  to  begin  with  as  pack   them    in  a   train.     Goods  of 

even   our   moderate  establishments,  all  kinds  are  certainly  carried  more 

the  expense,  and  every  other  great  easily  by  sea  than  land.     If  America 

feature  which  gave  the  strug^e  its  were  separated  from  us  by  three 

exceptional  character,  the  blunders,  thousand  miles  of   land  instead  of 

the  struggle,  the  time  it  took,  would  by  the  Atlantic,  it  would  be  a  terra 

all  have  been  diminished  in  proper^  incognita    up  to    the  present  day. 

tion.     And  so  with  us ;  the  sacrifice  Seas  bring    countries    together  in- 

and  the  waste  of  a  great  war  would  stead  of  keeping  them  apart     With 

be  avoided  just  in  proportion  as  we  the  command  of   the  Channel  and 

organised  beforehand  the  means  of  our  resources    in    ships,  we  could 

undertaking    it   vigorously,   instead  oi^ganise  a  transport-service  far  su- 
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porior  to  any  railway  system,  such  more  expensive  ihan  conscripts.    In 

as  would  practically  annihilate  the  the  first  place  they  are  likely  to  be 

distance  between  us  and  the  seat  much  better  troops,  I  suspect,  man 

of  war.     Then    look  at  the  enor-  for  man  ;    for  although  we  hear  so 

mous    advantage  the  sea  gives,   if  much  about  the  spirit  and  intelli- 

you  have  to  shift  the   theatre    of  gence  of  the  German  soldiery,  it  is 

operations.    Suppose  the  case,   for  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  there 

example,  of  a  war  transferred  from  must  be  a  lot  of  men  among  them 

the  n.orth  of  Germany  to  Belgium,  who  hate  the  business,  and  would  be 

Instead   of   moving    your    supplies  glad  to  shirk  it  in  any  possible  war. 

after  you  over  hundreds  of  miles  of  But  the  real  cost  of  an  army  appears 

railway,  you  land  them  at  the  near-  not  to  be  so  much  what  is  paid  for 

ost  point.    In  the  Peninsular  war,  wages,  as  the  loss  in  national  wealtii 

as  soon  as  Wellington  had  advanced  caused  by  the  withdrawal  of  that 

to  the  Pyrenees,  he  shifted  his  base  amount  of  labour  from  prodoctire 

from  Portugal  to  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  to  non  •  productive    pursuits.      The 

so  that  instead  of  having  to  drag  his  State  pays  more,  no  doubt,  but  not 

supplies  over  the  whole  length  of  the  nation,  as  it  appears  to  me^  ex- 

Spain    and    its    weary    mountains,  cept  so  far  as  the  rate  of  waees  may 

he  was  able  to  keep  his  army  in  be  higher  in  one  country  than  the 

clover    vrithout    an     effort       The  other.      Indeed    it  might  be  m^n- 

French,  under  similar  circumstances,  tained  with  some   reason  that  the 

would  probably  have  been  starving,  voluntary  plan  is  the  cheaper  of  the 

because  they  had  only  land  carriage."  two,  for  the  waste  in  national  wealth 

**  Yes,  but  it  strikes  me  that  we  of  keeping  up  large  armies  in4Maoe 

have  only  to  look  at  the  expenditure  time  must  in  the  long-run  be  pro- 

in  the  cfrimean  war,  where  we  had  digious,  whereas  we  only  engage  oar 

what,. you    would  no  doubt  call  a  extra  hands  when  we  want  them. 

mere  handful  of  men,  to  form  some  Where  our  system  fails  is  that  we 

notion  of  the  cost  of  attempting  to  have  no  adequate  provision  for  get- 

Kond  out  expeditions  on  the  gigantic  ting  these  extra  hands  at  the  critMal 

scale  you  contemplate.     Besides,  it  moment" 

is  impossible  to  leave  out  of  sight  **  Yes,  but  your  argument  assuniea 
the  fact  that  these  enormous  armies  that  such  a  provision  is  practicable,** 
are  to  be  made  up  of  volunteer  "  That  is  just  what  I  was  coining 
iaoldiers.  No ;  without  enforced  ser-  to.  This  is  the  first  of  the  three 
vice,  and  that  would  bo  opposed  to  points  of  army  reform  which  I  thiiJc 
the  whole  spirit  of  the  national  should  be  aimed  at,  and  which  lam  lo 
sentiment,  large  armaments  seem  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  sab- 
impracticable.  We  must  be  pre-  mitting  for  your  consideration.  I 
pared  to  act  with  small  numbers,  believe  it  is  quite  possible  to  get  tiie 
and  trust  to  efficiency  for  giving  men  if  you  only  set  the  ririit  way 
them  increased  value."  to  work.     The  people  of  Englaiid 

^*  The  sort   of   scheme  which    I  are  warlike  enough,  but  they  doo*t 

have  in  view  would  not,  I  believe,  like    pottering    about,    playing    at 

Iks  really  much  more  costly  than  our  soldiers  in  peace  time ;  still  more 

present  one,  while  it  ought  to  give  us  they  don^t  like  being  paid  less  than 

a  sufficient  force,  although  maintain-  the  market-rate  of  wages.    But  abottt 

ing  the  voluntary  system.     Let  me  the  military  spirit  of  the  ooantrj 

observe,  by 'the  way.  that  it  is  fairiy  there  can  surely  be  no  doubt    Wliat 

open  to  question  whether  volunteer  other  nation  could  have  produced  oar 

soldiers  are  really  so  much,  if  at  all,  volunteers  ?    Then  see  how  p^^Hilar 
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our    militia  is.  ^  You   can   get    any  the   militia  under  an  obligation    to 

number  of  men  you  please  for  it.  join  the  regular  army  if  required  to 

And   why?    Because   the  men    are  do  so?" 

kept  near  their  own  homes,  and  be-  "We  have  a  militia  reserve,  ccr- 

ciwi^e  they  are  not  embodied  during  tainly,   but  altogether  too  small  in 

the  busy  part  of  the  year.     And  yet  quantity.     With  our  small  army  it 

this  force,  so  elastic  in  numbers,  and  is  less  even  than  a  mere  half-measure 

through  which  you  can  really  get  at  to  provide  only  thirty  thousand  men 

the  youth    of  the   nation,    we    de-  for  its  reserve.     The  reserves  ought 

liberately  throw  away  for  the  very  to  be  much  larger  than  the  embodied 

purpose  it  is  required,  namely,  the  army.     In  fact,   the    whole    militU 

purpose  of  war."  ought  to  be  available  as  a  reserve. 

"■  How    so  ?    The    militia    is    the  And,  be  it  remembered  that,  just  in 

main  defence  of  the  country."  proportion  as  you  increase  your  effec- 

**  A    defence    in  the    improbable  tive  reserves,  will  you  be  able  to  ro- 

event  of  invasion  certainly,   but  if  duce  the  force  permanently  under 

we  want  to  get  men  for  any  effort  arms  in  peace  time.^' 

abroad  they  are  lost  to  us.     Now  it  "  Does  not  the  plan  of  short  ser- 

deems  to  me  that  it  would  not  bo  vice  lately  introduced  give  you  also 

difficult  to  provide    for  getting  all  a  large  reserve,  in  addition,  from  the 

the  good  out  of  the  militia  that  we  regular  army  ? '  At  any  rate  will  it 

now  have — its  power  of  indefinite  ex-  not  do  so  eventually,  when  the  plan 

pansion,  its  popularity,  and  so  forth  has  come  into  full  operation  ?" 

— without  any  of  the  drawbacks  now  "  The  system  assumes  that  a  man 

attaching  to  it,  by  a  simple  amalga-  shall  pass  six  years  in  the  ranks, 

mation  of  that  force  with  the  regular  and     six     in     the     reserve.      Bat 

army.     Men  don*t  like  serving  far  deducting    men    who    are    allowed 

away  from   home,  and    they    don't  to  complete  their  full  service  with 

like  serving  continuously  throughout  the  colours,  as    will    no  doubt    bo 

the  year.     Well,  provided   we  have  largely  done,  and  for  casualties,  these 

a  sufficiency  of  soldiers  for  ordinary  reserves  will  never  at  all  approach 

garrison  duty  and  colonial   service,  the  embodied  army  in  strength.     Bat 

why  should   the    army    bo    always  the  question  seems  to  me  to  be,  why 

under  arms  in  peace  time?    What  tie  your  hands  with  restrictions  of 

you  really  need  is  to  know  where  to  this  sort  ?    By  what  is  really  a  ygtj 

put  your  hand  on  plenty   of   men  slight  change    of    organisation,    we 

when  you  want  them,  and  that  they  might  in  effect  mobilise  the  whole* 

should  haye  had  a  certain  amount  militia,   and   render    them  available 

of  preparation  and  drill,  and  that  all  for  all  the  military  purposes  of  the 

the  organisation  required  for  hand-  country.     I  doubt  if  the  liability  to 

ling  the  force   when    it    is   wanted  serve  abroad  on  emergency  will  at 

should    be    framed    and    ready.     I  all  interfere  with  the  supply  of  men. 

would  say,  then,  have  a  real  amal-  On  the  contrary,  it  seems  reasonable 

gamation   between    the  militia  and  to  expect  that  this  liability,  if  en> 

the  line.     Carry  out  the  principle  of  forced  in  war  time  only,  would  in- 

localisation    thoroughly,     and    then  crease  the  popularity  of  the  force* 

you  may  render  the  mUitary  position  rather  than   otherwise,   esp^ally  if 

of  the  country  really  effective,  with-  a  fair  retaining  fee  be  offerecP'i,- 

out  making  it  a  bit  more  expensive.'*  "  You  speak  of  this    m^mng   of 

"Is   this  not  in   effect    what    is  the  militia  into  the  line  as  a  slight 

done    already    by    means    of    the  measure.     You  would  not  find  that 

milida   reserve  ?    Are  not   part   of  )t  would  be  thought  so  geoerally." 
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**  I  daresay  there  would  be  plenty  ought  to  reverse  our  system.    The 

of  men  ready  to  oppose  it    Brammy"  line    and    the     militia    should    bo 

— Brammy    was    a    diminutive    ap*  amalgamated    thoroughly    together; 

plied  to  Mr.  Braham,  affectionately  and  moreover,  instead  of  making  the 

by  his  friends  and    followers,  jest-  militia  the  reserve  for  the  lineii  we 

ingly  by  the  rest  of  the  world — *'  wo  ought  to  make  the  line  the  reseire 

may  be  sure,  would  come  out  with  for  the  militia.    This  is  a  reform,  as 

solemn  platitudes  about  the  danger  I  conceive,   very    urgently  needed, 

of  tampering  with  our  great  consti-  In  training  for  any  profession,  a  bad 

tutional    force;    but    we  could  not  preparation  is  often  worse  than  no 

¥rish  him  a  less  promising  bugbear  to  preparation  at  all.     This  is  certainly 

handle.     People  will  surely  be  wise  the  case  in  the  military  profesuon. 

enough  to  see  that  political  danger  The  drill  and   training  of  the  sort 

nowadays  is  not  to  be  apprehended  which  a  recruit  gets  in  the  militia 

from  the  court  or  from   the  army,  often  do  him  harm  rather  than  good ; 

We  have  entered  on  a  new  state  of  at  any  rate  this  certainly  holds jeood 

things,  when  the  danger  is  not  that  for  the  officers.  The  notion  Mr.  Thor- 

courts  and  governments  will  be  too  owcome  set  agoing  was  that  serrieo 

strong,  but  rather  that  they  will  not  in  the  militia  should  be  made  ajquali- 

be  strong  enough.    Besides—  I  speak  fication  for  appointment  to  the  line ; 

with  great  deference,  as  becomes  a  it  is  really  in  no  sense  a  qualifiea- 

young  politician  addressing  the  head  tion,   but  rather    a  disqualification, 

of   the  profession — but,  looking   at  The  only  use  of  the  rule  is  that  it 

the  history  of  recent  times,  is  it  not  acts  as  a  bribe  to  induce  men  to 

the  case  mat  great  measures  are  just  take  the  militia    commissions    that 

those  which  are  most  easy  to  carrv  ?  were  going    a-begging.     But  where 

Take  your  own  case,  Mr.  Merrifield,  the  men  are  imperfectly  trained  and 

if    I    may   venture    to   refer  to    it  disciplined,  there  is  the  need  all  the 

When  you  wore    pressing  forward  greater  for  experienced  officersi.    The 

your  great  measures  for  abolishing  militia,  then,  I  say,  should  be  offl- 

entail     and    reforming    the   Scotch  cored  entirely  from  the  line.     Am  it 


Presbytery,     what    a    conunanding  is  now  organised,  it  would  sininly 
majority    you  always  had  at  your  go  to  pieces  on  the  first  strain.     Bat 
l)ack !    But   now    when    we    show  if  your  commissioned  and  non-com- 
hesitation,    especially    when    Baliol  missioned  officers  were  all  soldiers 
(Mr.  Baliol  was  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  experience — ^men  who  had  been 
of  State  in  the  Ministry  of  that  day)  trained  in  the  best  possible  schod, 
brings  out  and  withdraws  his  pot-  the    British    line — then,     in     their 
tering  half -measures,  we  never  seem  hands,  a  raw  material  wohld  soon  be 
to  be  sure  of  a  majority  from  one  got  into  shape.    This  is  no  doubt 
day  to  another.^'  one  of  the  secrets  of  Prussian  sac- 
I    suppose   Mr.    Merrifield    must  cess.    The  troops  are  voung,  but  the 
have  been  struck  by  what  I  said,  officers    are    ripe    soldiers.      So    it 
for    he    remained    silent    when    I  should   be    witn    our    militia.      By 
stopped,    a  very  unusual  thing  for  giving  it  a  backbone  of  the  veterui 
him    to  do.      Indeed    I    was  auite  element   of    the  right  sort,   of  the 
-shocked  afterwards,  when  recalling  men    who  have    to  command,    jou 
«our    conversation,  to    think    how  1  would  increase  its  efficiency  tQ  an 
had  been    monopolising    tlie    larger  amazing  extent 
share  of    it.    However,  just  now  I        **  There  would  be  another  advan- 
'  was  emboldened  to  go  on.  tago  in  such  a  system,"  I  went  on 
*^  In  short,   my    idea   is  that  we  to  add ;  **  it  would  furnish  an  outlet 
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I. 

for  the  line  officers,  and  thus  pro-  retire.     But  when  the  present  race 

vide  for  a  very  serious  difficulty.     I  of  officers,  who  entered  under  the 

do  not  want  to  defend  the  purchase  former  system,  disappears,  and  their 

system,  and  it  has  disappeared  never  successors  come  upon  the  scene,  then 

to  return  ;  hut  at  any  rate  purchase  the  stagnation  will  arise,  and  a  very 

gave  a  very  cheap  and  efficient  form  nreat  and  serious  difficulty  it  will  he 

of  retirement,  and  how  you  are  to  5found.'* 

supply  its  place  in  this  respect  no  "  But  your  own  regiment  has  al- 
one has  yet  proposed  or  thought  ways  been  a  non-purchase  one,  I  un- 
about  proposing.  Yet  the  question  derstand,  yet  the  difficulty  does  not 
will  have  to  be  faced  some  day,  and  seem  to  have  arisen  in  your  case, 
a  very  tough  one  it  will  be  found.  I  have  made  the  acquamtanco  of 
Now,  by  making  the  line  a  stepping-  several  field-officers  of  artillery 
stone  to  the  militia  you  would  at  during  these  manoeuvres,  and  they 
once  have  an  outlet  for  a  large  num-  seem  to  be  all  very  active  and 
her"  of  officers.  And,  observe,  you  efficient  men,  quite  in  the  prime  of 
injure  no  one  by  so  domg,  and  inter-  life." 

fere  with  no   vested  rights,   for  it  "  Our  promotion   has    been    due 

cannot  be  said  that  the  rising  gen-  mainly  to  continual  augmentations, 

eration    of    schoolboys    have    any  Five-and- twenty  years  ago  the  regi- 

vested  rights  to  obtain  militia  com-  ment  was  comparatively  Dut  a  small 

missions.       A    commission    in    the  one  ;  then  it  began  to  be  increased, 

militia  is  not  a  livelihood."  and  the  increase  has  been  going  on 

"  You  speak  of  the  difficulty  of  ever  since.  It  was  increased  before 
maintaining  a  proper  flow  of  pro-  the  Crimean  war,  and  of  course 
motion,  but  is  it  so  certain  that  any  during  that  war.  Then  it  was  in- 
such  difficulty  will  arise  ?  Thorow-  creased  for  the  Indian  mutiny,  an 
come,  whenever  I  talked  with  him  increase  of  at  least  doubtful  neces- 
about  it,  before,  poor  fellow,  his  sity,  by  the  way,  as  regards  the 
health  broke  down,  used  to  appear  officers,  for  the  officers  of  the  Indian 
very  confident  that  this  part  of  the  artillery  were  much  in  excess  of  the 
new  scheme  would  work  smoothly  wants  of  the  service,  and  a  large 
enough.  I  understood  him  to  say  number  of  them  had  no  batteries 
that  promotion  to  major  would  be  with  which  to  serve.  However,  the 
reached  after  about  eighteen  years*  increase  was  made.  Then,  in  1870, 
service  on  the  average.  That  rate  when  the  panic  arose,  there  was 
would  give  us  field-officers  in  the  another  considerable  augmentation, 
prime  of  life."  — this,   by  the  way,   being    almost 

"Yes,  I  remember  reading  state-  simultaneous    with    another   reduc- 

ments  to  that  effect  before   I  went  tion  of  the  Indian  branch  of  the  artil- 

into  Parliament ;  but  how  Mr.  Thor-  lery,  so  that  officers  were  being  pen- 

owcome  proposed  to  accomplish  it  sioned  off  on  one  side  and  promoted 

I  suspect  he  had  not  the  slightest  on    the  other:    happily  Pendragon 

idea,  unless  it  was  by  enforcing  re-  and  other  army  reformers  did  not 

tiremcnts   with  pensions,    on  a  gi-  find  it  out  or  there  would  have  been 

gantic  scale  of  expense.     Of  course  a  row.     Then,  lastly,  a  lot  of  officers 

the  difficulty  will  not  occur  just  yet  were    appointed    to    the    auxiliary 

So  long  as  the  sale  of  commissions  forces — militia  and  volunteer   artil- 

by  the  State  goes  on,  promotion  will  lery  —  and    their    places   filled  up. 

continue  merrily  enough ;    it  is  the  This,  1  may  remark,  is  a  very  good 

power  of  realising    a    capital    sum  illustration  how  the  officering  of  the 

which   creates  the  inducements   to  militia  may  be  made  to  stimulate 
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promotion.    But  thus  you  will  see  tration  seems  to  be  towards  assiml- 

that  the  present  stute  of  promotion  lating  the  state  of  things  in  the  rest 

in  the  artillery  is  purely  artificial,  of  the  army  with  what  obtains  in  oar 

Most  of  the  junior  officers  now  in  the  regiments.        Pendragon,    and    his 

regiment  have  been  brought  in  by  father,  and  the  rest  of  the  army  re- 

augmentations  and  not  in  succession  formers,  are  all  calling  out  for  pro- 

to  vacancies.     It  is  just  the  same  fessional  soldiers,  as  if  the  aim  and 

with  the  Engineers.     The  physical  object  of  all  reform  should   be  to 

efficiency  of  the  Prussian  and  Italian  produce  that  class.     But,  after  all, 

officers  is  due  to  the  same  cause,  the  state  of  promotion  in  the  artil- 

Comparatively    small    armies    have  lery  and    Engineers    has    been    so 

been   rapidly  expanded    into    large  largely  modified  by  augmentations, 

ones.     But  an  end  of  this  augment-  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain, 

ing  process  comes  at  last.     We  have  that  its  present  state  is  no  index  of 

certainly  reached  it,  I  should  say,  in  the  normal  result  of  promotion  in  a 

my  regiment ;  we  have  made  every  professional  body  which  makes  .the 

one  supernumerary  to  the  fixed  estab-  army  its  permanent  occupation.     To 

lishment  who  could  by  straining  the  appreciate  properly  the  tendencT  of 

construction  of  the  term  be  deemed  such  a  state  of  things  you  must  look 

to  be  doing  other  than  regimental  at  what  the  regiment  was  before  the 

duty,  and  how  further  relief  is  to  be  augmentations  began,  when  we  had 

obtained  I  am  sure  I  don*t  know,  captains  of  fifty-five,  or  at  the  state  of 

Already  the  cry  is  raised  that  the  the  Indian  army  before  the  mutinies, 

subalterns  are   too  old.     The  same  when  it  was  common  to  meet  with 

thing,  I  apprehend,  must  infallibly  lieutenants  of  twenty  years'  serrioei 

happen  with  the  whole  of  the  army  and  three-fourths  of  the  field-offioera 

by-and-by,   and  even    in  a   greater  were  past  work,'* 
degree,  because  we  have  an  advan-        **But    here   again    are    you    not 

tagc  over  the  infantry  in  our  much  speaking  of  a  class  which  looked  on 

ereater    proportion  of  field-officers,  the  army  as  their  only  means  of 

We  have  about  twice  as  many  colonels  livelihood?      Whereas    the   British 

and  lieutenant-colonels  as  there  is  army  will    always   be   a    fayourite 

any  work  for,  and  they  are  simply  resort  with  young  men   of   means, 

in  each  other's  way ;  yet,  if  any  re-  who  enter  the  service  as  a  diversion, 

former  were  to  propose  to  reduce  to  be  dropped  with   the  expin^OD 

them,  he  would  be  met  by  the  in-  of  their  youth  ?" 
superable  objection   that   to  do  so        **That    is    true.    There    will    sl- 

would  make  the  present  bad    pro-  ways    be    a  large   non- professional 

motion  still   worse.     Our  establish-  element  in  the  army,  to  whom   the 

ment  of  senior  officers  seems  in  fact  amount  of  purchase-money  is  not  a 

to  be  kept  up  on  its  present  scale  primary  object,  and  who,  thercforaii 

mainly  in  order  to  make  an  outlet  will  be  as  ready  to  retire  without 

for  the  juniors."  that  inducement  as  with  it,  wheo- 

**  But  is  it  not  the  case  that  what  ever  it  suits  their  convenience.     The 

are  called   the  ordnance  corps  are  old    Indian  army  was,    no    doubt, 

officered  for  the  most  part  by  men  more    purely  professional  than  the 

who  make  a  permanent  profession  British  army  is  ever  likely  to  be- 

of    the    army,    and    will    not    this  come,  all  the  officers  in  it  looking  to 

account  for  their  exceptionally  slow  their  pay  as  their  only  livelihood. 

promotion  V  But,  on  the  other  hand,  they 

**  That  is  no  doubt  the  case,  but  serving  in  a  bad  climate,   irith 

then  the  tendency  of  recent  adminis-  exceptionally  high  rate  of  cssualti( 
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and,  moreover,  what  is  very  impor-  additional  strength  it  would  give  us. 

tant   to    remember,   in    the   Indian  With    such    a    reserve    of    trained 

army  there  was  a  system  of  purchase  soldiers,  with  all  the  conditions  for 

in  force  which  unquestionably  stimu-  prompt    embodiment    already    pre- 

lated  retirements  greatly,  and  since  pared;  above  all,  with  the  reserves 

that  has  been  abolished,   there  has  ofBcered  by  thoroughly-trained  and    ' 

been   a   complete   stagnation.      All  experienced  men ;   with  a  homoge- 

this,  I  think,  points  to  the  need  for  neous  force  of    this   description  it 

providing    an    outlet    for    our    line  should  certainly  be  possible  to  dis* 

officers,  and  such  you  would  have  pense  with  a  part  of   the   regular 

by  officering  the  militia— or  what-  army  now  embodied.    I  believe,  then, 

ever  body  takes  its  place — from  the  that  the  plan  would  be  economical 

line."  as  well  as  efficient,  but  the  efficiency 

**I  apprehend  the  pay  of  these  of  it  is  the  point  I  lay  most  stress 

officers    would    be    a    considerable  on.'' 
charge?"  "This,  then,"  said  Mr.  Merrifield, 

"  They  would  have  to  be  paid  "  if  I  understand  you  aright,  is  the 
something,  no  doubt ;  but,  on  the  first  of  your  three  proposals.  Now, 
other  hand,  you  would  save  the  then,  for  the  second."  And  so  far 
present  half-pay  list,  and  the  present  from  being  bored  with  the  subject, 
outlay  for  militia  officers,  and  you  as  I  had  feared  might  be  the  case, 
would  have  one  charge  in  lieu,  rep-  he  appeared  to  take  quite  a  lively 
resenting,  in  fact,  a  system  of  ter-  interest  in  it,  and  to  be  almost  eager 
minable  annuities,  for  it  would  not  to  pursue  it  further.  I  should  ex- 
be  well  that  officers  should  remain  plain,  indeed,  that  this  report  of  the 
an  indefinite  time  with  the  militia,  conversation  entirely  misrepresents 
But  this,  after  aU,  is  only  a  secondary  it,  so  fai^  as  it  makes  me  appear  to 
feature  in  the  scheme.  The  main  have  been  the  principal  speaker 
point  is  the  complete  fusion  of  the  and  my  companion  the  listenen 
militia  with  the  line,  so  that  it  would  What  really  happened  was,  in  fact^ 
become  a  real  reserve,  available  in  quite  the  reverse ;  but  although 
need  for  service  either  at  home  or  a  gratified  and,  I  hope,  benefited 
abroad."  listener,  I  have  in  truth  reported  in 

"  Such  a  scheme  would  evidently  full  only  my  own  share,  omitting  all 

be  very   costly,  to  say  nothing  of  the  copious  illustration  and  ingeni- 

other  objections  which  at  first  sight  ous    disquisition    which    illumined 

may  not  be  apparent"  his    discourse.      Thus    the    report^ 

"Each  reserve  soldier  would  re-  although  given  as  if  verbatim^  is 
quire  a  retaining  fee,  no  doubt  But,  in  fact  merely  an  abstract  of  what 
after  all,  it  is  not  the  pay  of  the  passed,  as  will  be  plain  when  it  is 
troops  which  forms  the  most  for-  remembered  that  we  had  been  riding 
midable  item  of  the  estimates,  for  six  or  seven  miles  at  a  foot  pace. 
Clothing,  food,  hospitals,  staff,  stores,  But  to  resume.  "  Now,"  said  Mr. 
buildings,  pension-lists,  non-effective  Merrifield,  "  for  the  second  point  of 
services,  unemployed  officers ;  these  your  scheme." 
are  the  things  that  mount  up.  Sup-  "  Well,  my  second  point  is  com- 
posing, for  example,  that  we  had  paratively  a  minor  one,  and  yet  by 
200,000  men  in  the  militia,  all  no  means  unimportant,  for  it  is  at 
available  as  a  reserve,  at  sixpence  the  bottom  of  a  good  deal  of  pos- 
a-day  while  unemployed,  the  charge  sible  reform." 
would  be  under  two  millions  a-year,  But  what  is  that  rushing  past  us 
not  a  very  high  price  to  pay  for  the  in  the  twilight  ?    A  horse — ^a  rider- 
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less  horse — Eva's  horse  it  must  be,  loose,  snorting  with  excitement,  at 

which  goes  suddenly  by,  the  reins  full  gallop  across  the  moor. 

CHAPTER  XZXIX. — THB  CONVEBSATION  INTEBBUPTBD. 

I  spurred   back   in  the  direction  way  in  a  detour  to  avoid  one  of  the 

indicaJted    by    this    apparition,   but  swamps  in  which  the  moor  abound- 

could  not  for  some  time  find  what  I  ed,  and  were  going  at  a  foot  pace,  for 

was  in  search  of.     There  might  have  the  ground  was  very  rotten,  when 

been  no  accident ;  loose  horses  were  Eva's  horse  put  his  foot  into  a  hole 

no    uncommon    phenomena    during  and  fell  with  her.     The  horse  was 

the  manoeuvres;   but  it  was  more  up  and  off  before  Strickland  could 

tikely  there  had  been  an  accident,  stop  it,  but  he  thought  it  had  rolled 

and  the  few  minutes  passed  in  hurry-  partly  on   its  ridir,   who  had  lain 

ing  back  across  the  moor  were  passed  senseless  ever  since. 

in  an  agony  of  suspense  which  those  Tom   Strickland   now   set  off  in 

may  appreciate  who  have  ever  been  search  of  assistance,  while  Mr.  Mei^ 

in  the  like  situation.  rifield,   who  like  myself   had  been 

The  surface  of  the  moor,  although  scouring  the  moor  in  search  of  the 

apparently  flat,  was  in  reality  made  missing  rider,  and  had  now  joined 

up  of  undulations,  and  intersected  us,  set  off  to  intercept  the  provision 

by  numerous  little  guUies,  so  that  cart  which   he   had  noticed  to  be 

although    the    prospect    from    the  making  its  way  homeward  in  rear 

ridges  was  a  wide  one,  all  the  lower  of  the  party,  while  I  remained  by 

ground  was  hid  from  view ;  and  as  in  my    poor    sufferer,    watching    with 

my  backward  ride  ridge  after  ridge  agony    her   pallid    face    and    silent 

was  reached,  I  strained  my  eyes  in  breathing,  chafing  her  pretty  hands, 

vain  through  the  dim  evening  light  calling   her  by   name,   fearing    the 

to    discover   any   signs   of    human  worst 

beings.  This  agony  of  suspense  was  hap- 

At  last,  when  two  or  three  miles  pily    not   long    endured.      Revived 

had  been  traversed,  which   seemed  by  the  contents  of  a  wine-flask   I 

like  a  dozen  as  1  sped  hither  and  carried,  and  which  I   poured  down 

thither  in  every  direction,  I  descried  her   throat,   Eva   suddenly   became 

a  dark  object  in  the  distance,  which  sensible ;    could   soon    sit    up,  and 

as  I  pressed  on  towards  it  developed  presently  declared  herself  quite  suffi- 

into  the  object  of  my  search,  a  dis-  ciently  recovered  to  be  lifted  on  to 

mounted    rider    holding    his    horse  my  horse,  which  I  then  led  up  to 

and  bending  over  a  form,  my  wife,  the  pathway,  meeting  the  returning 

my  poor  Eva,  lying  senseless  on  the  cart  just  as  the  advance  of  evening 

ground.  made  it  difficult  to  discern  any  ob- 

Tom  Strickland,  for  of  course  it  ject  in  the  landscape.  By  means 
was  he,  was  so  absorbed  in  watching  of  the  friendly  cart  the  shelter 
the  pale  face  of  his  companion  that  of  the  farm  was  soon  reached, 
he  did  not  notice  my  coming  till  I  where  we  came  upon  a  scene  of 
rode  up  close.  **  Thank  God  you  anxiety  and  excitement,  now  happily 
have  come !"  he  cried ;  *^  I  could  allaved,  as  the  sufferer  turned  out 
not  leave  her  like  this,  could  not  to  be  so  much  better  than  the 
tell  what  to  do;"  and  then  ex-  first  tidings  had  represented.  A 
plained  hurriedly  how  the  accident  servant  had  already  been  despatch- 
had  happened.     They  had  lost  their  ed  across  the  moor  to    bring  out 
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the  Stricklands'  family  doctor  from  anticipate  our  promised  visit  to  Mr. 
Stampton ;  while  Tom  Strickland,  Drew  and  his  daughter  by  a  feiv 
bethinking  him  that  a  detachment  days — a  liberty  we  might  easily 
of  troops  was  encamped  at  an  out-  venture  to  take  with  such  old 
post  not  many  miles  oif,  had  gone  friends,  while  at  Thorpe  we  should 
thither  in  quest  of  a  surgeon,  whom  be  able  to  get  the  benefit  of  Fergus- 
he  brought  back  about  midnight  son^s  medical  attendance  for  Eva. 
By  this  time  Eva  was  sound  asleep.  And  accordingly  we  started  oif  that 
and  Mrs.  Strickland  pronounced  afternoon  in  Mrs.  Strickland's  pony- 
strongly  against  her  being  dis-  carriage  for  Thorpe,  which  was  only 
turbed,  a  verdict  which  the  young  four  miles  beyond  Stampton,  leaving 
assistant  surgeon,  who  had  proba-  Sybil  behind,  and  arrived  there  just 
bly  never  been  called  in  to  attend  a  at  dusk  to  find  Mary  working  in 
lady  before,  and  was  wholly  inex-  the  garden,  and  the  Square  drinking 
perienced  in  the  treatment  of  nerves,  meditatively  a  pint  .of  claret  in  the 
evidently  considered  as  a  reprieve,  solitude  of  his  dining-room, 
accepting  in  lieu  of  a  consultation  From  both  we  received  the  kind- 
a  supper  and  shake-down  in  the  loft  est  welcome.  Mary  at  once  took  pos- 
prepared  for  his  reception.  session  of  Eva,  who  was  thoroughly 

Next  morning  early  arrived  the  knocked  up  with  the  drive,  carrying 
doctor  from  Stampton,  a  hale  old  gen-  her  oif  to  her  room,  and  waiting  on 
tleman  who  called  everybody  Sir  or  her  for  the  rest  of  the  evening  with 
Ma'am,  as  the  case  might  be,  and  a  watchful  assiduity  which  seemed 
whose  ruddy  face  spoke  of  a  life  like  a  reproach  to  my  ow*n  less  care- 
passed  in  healthy  rides  over  the  ful  efforts.  This  nursing,  I  may 
breezy  downs.  This  worthy  pro-  add,  was  of  such  persistent  kind, 
nounced  that  no  bones  were  broken,  and  the  friends  found  so  much  to 
which  was  indeed  already  sufficiently  say  to  each  other,  that  it  involved 
obvious,  but  that  the  patient  had  my  sitting  up  till  any  hour  of  the 
experienced  a  severe  shaking,  which  night  or  morning,  before  the  other 
also  Eva  said  she  knew  without  young  lady  could  be  prevailed  on  to 
being  told  ;  finally,  he  prescribed  retire  from  Eva's  room,  her  only  re- 
rest  and  quiet  for  a  time,  and  re-  ply  to  my  remonstrance  being  that 
turned  homewards,  promising  to  she  was  sure  I  liked  these  late 
send  back  a  mixture  to  be  tisiken  hours,  as  they  gave  opportunity  for 
three  times  a-day.  an  additional  cigar. 

Although  the  accident  thus  hap-        Fergusson  came  next  day  to  visit 

pily  proved  so  much  less  alarming  Eva.      He    pronounced    that    there 

than  it  appeared  at  first  sight,  it  put  was  apparently    no   specific   injury 

an  end  to  our  share  in  the  manoeuvres,  from  the  fall,  but  that  it  seemed  to 

Eva  expressed  a  great  longing  to  re-  have  caused  a  certain    amoimt    of 

turn,  declaring  she  should  be  dread-  shock  to  the  system,  for  which  rest 

fully    in   everybody's  way,  and   in-  would  be  the  best  cure.    "  Mrs.  West 

deed  our  present  residence  was  ill  should   keep  perfectly  quiet  for  a 

suited    for   an  invalid  of  any  sort,  time.      She    certainly  appears    al- 

even  although  deriving  the  support  together  more  delicate  than  she  used 

of   Mr.   Dewleppe's  mixture.     Mrs.  to  be,  although  it  is  perhaps  difficult 

Strickland  wanted  to  return  with  her  just  now  to  form  a  correct  judgment 

to  Stampton  Court,  leaving  mo  to  on  the  point     I  should  be  inclined 

watch  the  manoeuvres,  but  of  course  to  suspect  that  the  strain  of  London 

we  would  not  hear  of  that.     A  more  life  is  rather  too  much  for  her.     I 

convenient    plan    seemed   to  be  to  suppose  there  is  a  great  deal  going 
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on   in   the  way  of   balls,   and   late  "  Tea,  indeed ;  how  the  days  do 

hours,  and  so  forth  ?  "  fly  !    It  will  be  horrible  to  part  with 

*'  Yes,  there  is,  a  good  deal,  and  her,  won't  it  ?     I  don*t  know  what 

my  wife  often  complains  of  fatigue,  I  shall  do  without  her." 

and  she  certainly  gets  rather  wearied  **  I  am  afraid    you  will    find  it 

at  times.     But  she  enjoys  gaiety  of  lonely,  my  dear ;  almost  as  bad  as 

this  sort  so  much,  that  I  have  not  it  was  before  Sybil  came  up  to  join 

the  heart  to  curtail  it,  especially  as  us  in  town." 

I  am  a  good  deal  occupied  myself,and  **  No  ;  you  know   I  didn't  mean 

the  life  would  be  dull  for  her,  and  that,   Charlie.       Why  do  you   say 

her  sister  too,  if  they  did  not  go  out"  such  cutting  things  ?  But,  of  coiinc; 

**  AVell"   said    Fcrgusson,    "  you  it  is  only  natural  that  Sybil  and  1 

must  make  the  most  of  the  recess,  should  be  fond  of  each  other,  living 

The  holiday  on  the  moor  ought  to  together  as  we  have  done  almost  all 

have  acted  like  a  tonic  but  for  this  our  lives." 

accident     Perhaps,  taking  rest  now.  And  Eva  looked  almost  ready  to 

she  may  yet  find  the  benefit  of  the  cry. 

trip.  But  you  must  take  care  cf  I  recollected  at  the  moment  how 
her,  Captain  AVest  I  suppose  you  cheei-f ully  my  little  wife  had  quitted 
official  men  have  society  engage-  her  mother's  home  to  share  mine — 
mcnts  which  you  cannot  very  well  tlie  shedding  of  tears,  that  eventful 
help,  but  depend  on  it  these  late  morning  when  we  started  from  Sir- 
hours  and  heated  rooms  are  very  moori  on  our  journey  homewardSi 
bad  things  for  delicate  young  ladies,  having  been  mainly  on  Mrs.  Barton*8 
Mrs.  West  gives  me  the  impression  of  part ;  and  I  confess  to  a  pang  of  re- 
having  (lone  more  in  that  way  tlian  morse  and  regret,  mingled  with  un- 
is  ji;ood  for  her."  worthy  jealousy  at  thinking  that  to 

So  saying  the  worthy  doctor  took  be  my  companion  no  longer  satisfied 

his   departure,   leaving    me  musing  my   wife's    aspirations.       Yet   how 

over  his    caution,  resolving  in   my  should  it  be  otherwise  ? 

mind  more  or  less  vague  projects  for  **  Do  you  think,"  I  said  at   last, 

a  more  sober  scheme  of  life.     If  we  *Hhat  your  mamma  would  allow  SvInI 

are  always  to  be  Londoners,  sooner  to  stay  another  year  with  us  before 

or  later  Kva  should  withdraw  from  going  out  to  India  ?  " 

the  fatiguing  life  of  the  sort  led  last  *^  Oh  !"    said  Eva,     clapping  her 

season.     Hut  (hen  Sybil's  company  slender  hands  together,  and  almost 

was  an  excuse  for  this  year's  racket ;  springing  up  from  the  couch,  "  that 

it  was  only  fair  to  give  her  the  full  would  be  delightful  I     Fancy  having 

bcnotit  of  the  London  season  before  Syb  with  us  for  a  whole  year  more! 

she  wont  otl'  to  be  buried  in  India.  But,"  she  added  with  a  sigh,  *'  I  am 

l'p«»u  SybiFs    future,    indeed,    I  sure  mamma  would  never  agree  to  it^ 

had  ju*tt   now  a  cons^ultation   with  It  was  curious  to  notice  how  we 

my  little  \^ife,  as  she    lay  on  the  both  tacitly  assumed  that  Mrs.  Barton 

drawing-rxHun  sofa  which  had  been  would  be  sole  referee  in  the  matter, 

whci'linl  up   towards    the   window,  and  that  "Joe"    would    count   for 

looking  irnW  and  slighter  than  ever  nothing. 

in  her  pn^nv  morning  robe,  a  tiny  "  I  don't  see  why  your  mamma 

slipper  pivp^.r.g  out  below  the  shawl  should  not  consent.    Sybil  is    full 

whii'h  c.^x  «Mx\i  hiT  foot  young  to  go  out     If  she  stayed  for 

"Tho  cmo  is  di'awing   near    for  another  year  she  would  still  arrive 

Sybil's  d«'(virture«  Kva.     Barely  two  in  India  before  she  was  nineteen. 

montlis  n'Ui,va."  Besides,  it  would  really  be  a  pity  to 


187i.]                          A  True  Reformer.— Part  IX,  588 

stop  her  music  and  singing  lessons  with  all  her  gentle  manner;  butsbo 

just  as  she  is  making  such  progress,  would  be  very  glad  to  see  him  settled. 

And  your  mamma  need  not  be  at  any  no  doubt ;  and  certainly  she  would 

expense  in  the  matter/'  have  to  look  far  to  find  a  sweeter 

Eva  thought  that  if  I  put  it  in  girl  for  daughter-in-law,  or  a  prettier 

that  way   her  mamma  might  very  either.     I  only  know  one.'* 

possibly  agree.     But  would  I  write  **  You  are  an  old  flatterer,  Charlie, 

instead  of  her?    I  should  do  it  so  But  although   I  know  you  are  so 

much  more  clearly.*  much  cleverer  than  I  am,  I  am  not 

^^  There    is    one    thing    I    ought  sure  you  are  not  wrong  about  this, 

to   say,  however.     Suppose  Sybil's  I    am    sure    Syb    hasn't    a   notion 

staying  ends  in  her  never  going  out  about  it      I    don't  think    Captain 

at  all  ?"  Strickland  dances  with  her  particu- 

"What  do  you  mean?"  larly,  more  than   he  does  with  me, 

"  I    mean    that    supposing  Sybil  or  anybody  else." 

finds   a  home   of  her  own   in  Eng-  "Strickland     doesn't    go    about 

land,   her  mamma    might  lose  her  spooning    like    a    boy    fresh    from 

altogether.     That  would  be  rather  school.       Somebody    didn't    dance 

hard  on  your  mamma,  although  it  with  you  when  he  was  making  love, 

might  be  a  very  satisfactory  arrange-  I  suppose   he  is   as   old   as   I  am. 

ment  for  Sybil,  and  certainly  a  very  Certainly  he  must  be  thirty  at  least, 

pleasant  one  for  us."  for  he  has  been  over  ten  years  in 

"But  who  are  you  thinking  of?"  the  service.     We  old  fellows  make 

"  Tom  Strickland,  of  course."  love  in  sober  fashion,  proper  to  our 

"  Captain  Strickland  ?"  cried  Eva,  age.     Dull  work  for  the  lady  in  that 

colouring  with  surprise.  case — isn't  it,  Eva  ?" 

"  Who  else  could  I  mean  ?    Why,  Thereon  ensued  a  little  flirtation 

you  must  have  seen  how  fascinated  which  need  not  be  set  down  here ; 

he  is  with  your  sister.     I  thought  for  when  the  jars  of  household  life 

women  were  so  much  more  observant  did  not  obtrude,  wearing  away  the 

than  men  about  these  things;  but  romance    of    young    marriage  with 

even  I  could  not  help  noticing  long  their  prosy  vexations,  we  could  still 

ago  that  he  was  paying  her  particular  play  at  being  lovers, 

attention."  The  result    of    our    conversation 

"I   think   you  are  wrong  there,  was    that    I    went    away  to    write 

Charlie,"  replied  Eva,  after  a  pause,  the   proposal   to   my  mother-in-law 

"  I  don't  think  I  am,"  I  answered,  for  Sybil's  detention.  It  was  the 
with  an  air  of  superior  wisdom.  "  A  first  letter  I  had  written  her  since 
man  about  town,  like  Strickland,  our  arrival  in  England,  for  the 
who  professes  to  be  used  up,  and  family  correspondence  had  been  de- 
bored  with  everything,  would  never  puted  to  Eva,  and  I  felt  that  the 
come  dangling  about  as  he  does  now,  proposal  I  had  to  make  was  an  un- 
like a  tame  dog,  riding  with  his  gracious  one,  since,  disguise  it  as  I 
sisters  day  after  day,  and  hanging  might,  the  purport  of  it  was  in  fact 
about  the  house  whenever  Sybil  is  that,  having  carried  off  one  daughter 
there,  if  he  were  not  under  certain  from  her  mother,  probably  never  to 
influences.  Mrs.  Strickland  is  quite  see  her  again,  I  now  wanted  to  detain 
delighted  to  have  him  so  much  the  other,  to  relieve  the  loneliness 
at  home.  Whether  she  would  be  which  the  first  had  to  encounter  in 
delighted  at  such  a  match  for  her  her  married  life.  I  felt,  too,  that  I 
son  is  another  matter.  I  suspect  she  was  to  a  certain  extent  writing  under 
is   a  very  proud  woman   at   heart,  false  pretences,    since,   after  Eva's 
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opinion,  it  would  plainly  have  been 
premature  to  communicate  any  ex- 
pectations of  the  possible  future  in 
store  for  her  sister.  • 

There  would  be  just  time  for  a 
reply  to  this  letter  to  arrive  before 


the  date  flzed  for  SybiPs  departure 
for  India,  but  I  begged  that  Mrs. 
Barton  would  telegraph  her  deci- 
sion, which  would  give  us  neaiiy  a 
month's  time  for  preparation,  if  it 
should  be  unfavourable. 


CHAPTER   XL. — IN   WniClI   OUR   REFORMER   FINDS    ANOTtffeR   OPPOBTUVITr. 


A  lettei*  received  from  Mrs.  Barton 
with  the  Indian  mail  the  very  next 
day  augured  badly  for  the  success 
of  our  jiroposal.  It  was  addressed 
to  me,  and  was  the  first  I  had  ever 
received  from  her.  She  wrote  direct 
to  me,  she  said,  to  know  what  had 
become  of  us.  It  seemed  to  be 
months  since  she  had  heard  of  her 
darling  child,  and  she  feared  there 
must  be  something  the  matter,  for 
her  last  letter  spoke  of  her  feeling 
ill,  and  her  continued  silence  made 
the  writer  so  terribly  anxious  as  to  be 
quite  unfit  for  any  exertion,  and  un- 
able to  take  any  interest  in  what 
u'as  going  on  around  her.  The  letter 
was,  in  fact,  one  string  of  lamenta- 
tions, extending  over  eight  pages  of 
very  fine  writing,  and  leaving  room 
for  news  only  merely  in  the  crossing. 
They  were  up  at  Sirmoori  for  the  sea- 
son, and  occupying  Rhododendron 
Lodge  as  usual.  Joe  (my  father-in- 
law),  had  quite  taken  to  the  hills, 
and  had  come  up  for  six  months  too, 
he  found  exercise  in  the  hills  so 
good  for  his  health,  and  the  light  of 
a  covered  racket-court  so  beneficial 
for  his  eyes ;  but  it  was  a  terrible 
sacrifice,  for  he  was  on  half  allow- 
ance all  the  time,  and  she  really 
did  not  know  how  they  should 
maniigc  to  get  along  and  make  two 
ends  meet  She  hoped  dear  Sybil 
would  be  very  economical  in  her 
outfit,  and  get  nothing  that  was  not 
absolutely  necessary.  They  were 
going  to  give  a  ball  to  the  whole 
Station  the  night  after  next,  and  the 
house  was  at  sixes  and  sevens,  which 
must  be  her  excuse  for  this  short 


note.  Abbott  (husband  of  Mary 
her  eldest  daughter,  the  Chief  Ooart 
judge  at  Mahrattapoor)  had  b«eii 
passed  over  for  the  chief  commis- 
sionership,  a  shameful  job,  and  was 
thinking  of  throwing  up  the  serrfee. 
Garrett's  (the  railway  eng;iiieer, 
husband  of  Emma  the  second 
daughter)  engagement  with  the 
Great  Hindoostan  Railway  wms  np, 
and  unless  he  could  get  into  the 
Government  public  works  he  woald 
have  to  go  home.  **  Six  children,** 
said  my  correspondent,  for  one  had 
been  bom  since  our  departure,  **  and 
the  eldest  only  Ave,  and  not  a  pioe 
savetl.**  Finch  (husband  to  Harriet 
the  third  daughter)  had  lost  five 
thousand  [rupees  understood]  in  tee, 
and  was  closer  than  over.  *^  Stops 
darling  Fanny's  chance  of  coming 
up  to  the  hills  this  season.^*  Captain 
Morris  (native  infantry,  husband  of 
Sophy  the  fourth  daughter)  had 
been  obliged  to  clear  off  his  debts 
by  borrowing  five  thousand  [mpees 
again  understood]  from  the  banks, 
(iarrett  going  security  together  with 
Joe,  as  all  the  other  brothers-in-lair 
had  declined  to  join.  Martin  (mag- 
istrate of  Toghlukabad,  husband  lo 
Fanny  the  fifth  daughter)  had  been 
removed  from  his  district  for  strilEing 
a  messenger  in  open  court,  and  made 
an  opium  agent  instead.  ^'Qives 
him  five  hundred  a  month  mora 
pay,  but  no  prospects;  he  is  Terj 
downhearted  about  it,  poor  fellow, 
but  then  Martin  is  such  an  ambitioos 
man."  Mrs.  Rarton,  by  the  way, 
always  called  her  sons-in-law  uf 
their  surnames,  and  I  have  no  doubi 
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spoke  of  mc  as  West,  as  if  I  were  a  belongings  were   quite   beyond  her 

mere  point   in  the  family  compass,  experience. 

This  completed  the  batch  of  news,  **  Yes,*'  said  Miss  Strickland,  "  we 

except  that  an  incoherent  announce-  came  away   from   the  moor   sooner 

ment   was   added  to  the  effect  that  than    was    intended.     The    fact    is 

Emma  was   expecting   next    month,  (lowering  her  voice),  mamma  thought 

and  Sophy  in  November — the   sen-  Mr.  Merrifield  was  beginning  to  look 

tence  being  left  unfinished.  bored,  and  between  ourselves  I  think 

Eva   was  of  course  very  contrite  we  were  all  losing  our  first  zeal  about 

over    her  mamma's   letter,   and    its  the  manoeuvres ;  you  see  we  had  not 

implied    reproaches    for    neglecting  your    good    example    any     longer, 

to  write,   but    pleaded    good   in  ten-  Your  interest  about  them  kept  us  all 

tions;    she    had   put    off  the   task  on   good    behaviour;    but  Tom,    of 

from   day   to   day,   till   she   had   no  course,    did  nothing  but  find   fault 

idea  how    much    time    had   passed  with   everything,  and   criticism  like 

away.     And  she  looked  so  penitent  his  has  a  wonderfully  cooling  effect" 

and  withal  so  frail  as  she  lay  on  the  **  Yes,"  observed  Miss  Merrifield, 

sofa,   that  I   had   not   the   heart   to  "  Captain  Strickland's  highest  praise 

scold.  was  to  say  that  the  generals  were  all 

Three   days  after    our  arrival   at  a  parcel   of  duffers.     That  was  the 

Squire  Drew's,  who  should  ride  up  elegant  phrase  he  employed." 

to    the   door    but    Tom    Strickland  **  No,  no,  you   do  me  a  great  in- 

with   Sybil.     This  appeared  a  sure  justice,"   exclaimed  Strickland ;    **  I 

confirmation   of   my   suspicions,   al-  only   ventured   on   a   discriminating 

though   they   were   merely   the  ad-  but  benevolent  criticism.     I  thought 

vanced-guard  of  an  equestrian  party,  the    manoeuvring    admirable.      The 

comprising   besides    themselves   Mr.  pickets,    speaking    generally,    faced 

and  Miss  Merrifield  and  Miss  Strick-  towards  the  enemy  quite  as  often  as 

land,    all    of    whom     entered     the  towards  their  own  side,  and  I  don*t 

drawing-room     before     Eva      could  think  the  brigadiers  on  most  days 

effect     her    escape    from     it.     The  lost   sight  of    more   than   half  their 

Minister  and  his  family  had  return-  brigades.     And     what    could    havo 

ed  to  Stampton  Court  on  their  way  been  better  than  the  skirmishing  of 

northward,  and  he  had  thus  kindly  the  militia?    There  is  an  intelligent 

employed  his  only  leisure  day  to  ride  appreciation    by   both    ofiBcers    and 

over  and  inquire  after  Eva's  health,  men   of  our  constitutional   force  of 

and  have  a    look  at    the  country,  the  spirit  of  modern   tactics  which 

The  Squire  unfortunately  was  out,  is     truly     gratifying     to     witness, 

going  about  his  fields,  and  thus  lost  Then   the  Control    Department  got 

the    opportunity    of    receiving    his  the   men's   dinners  up   very   nearly 

distinguished  guest;  but   Mary   did  everyday  without  any  break-down : 

the  honours  of  the  house  with  her  and  if  you  consider  that  they  had 

usual   self-possession  ;    and    it    was  nearly  twenty  thousand  men  to  feed, 

interesting  to   notice  the  unaffected  and  were  often  ten  miles  from  their 

and  modest  manner  with  which  the  base  of  operations,  its  capacity   to 

young  country  girl  exchanged  greet-  stand  the  strain  of  a  real  campaign 

ings  with   her  fashionable   visitors;  is    sufficiently     proved.      All     this, 

for  although    the  Squire    and   Mr.  I   would  have  you   to  know.    Miss 

Strickland    were    good     neighbors,  Merrifield,  is  no  mean  praise,  albeit 

Mary  had  no  personal  acquaintance  offered  by  a  humble  captain  of  foot." 

with  the  Strickland  family,  and  of  Here  Eva  observed  that  she  knew 

course  Cabinet  Ministers  and  their  Captain   Strickland    did    not    mean 
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what  he  said ;  bat  my  nttcntion  was  their  cignrs  the  coming  disruption  of 
diverted  by  a  question  from  Mr.  all  existing  institutions,  while  I  sat, 
Merrificld,  who  up  to  this  point  had  half  listening,  half  busied  with  the 
been  talking  to  Mary  Drew,  and  now  building  of  my  castlcs-in-the-air, 
turning  to  me  observed  that  he  which  then  seemed  so  airy,  albeit  of 
understood  the  Thorpe  woods  were  such  humble  dimensions.  Barely  a 
well  worth  seeing;  would  I  show  him  year  had  passed,  and  now  I  stood 
the  way  to  the  nearest  view  ?  And  there  again,  already  in  Parliament 
accordingly  in  a  few  minutes  we  and  part  way  up  the  official  ladder, 
were  standing  together  on  the  little  and,  still  more  strange,  haTing 
promontory  by  the  summer-house,  for  my  companion  him  whom  the 
overlooking  the  river  and  command-  owner  of  tiio  place  denounced  as 
ing  the  range  of  woods  up  and  down,  ttie  arcli  uprooter  of  all  the  foan- 
the  scene  of  our  little  picnic  of  the  dations  of  the  country,  the  very  in- 
previous  summer,  tlie  spot  where  the  carnation  of  the  levelling  policy  of 
Squire  and  the  Doctor  discussed  over  the  age. 


CnAPTER    XLI, — IN    WHICH  ANOTHER   TOINT   IS   SCOKXD. 

The  inteiTuption  caused  by  pjva*s  for  twelve  years,  six  of  these  Mug 

accident,  breaking  off  our  conversa-  passed  in  the  reserve ;  in  the  latter 

tion  on  the  moor  just  when  I  was  case  he  would  be  attached  to  the 

secure  of  the  Minister's  attention  for  militia  or  reserve  battalions  of  the 

a  good  hour  longer,  was  unquestion-  regiment,  and  would  be  called  oat 

ably  provoking ;  for  what  chance  has  in  peace  time  for  only  a  few  weeks 

anybody,  much    less   a   subordinate  in  tlie  year. 

oflicial,  of  getting  an  hour's  tete-d-tete  *'  But  those  reserve  or  militia 
with  the  Premier  during  the  season,  men,"  1  continued,  *^  would  not  only 
or  out  of  the  season  either,  in  ordi-  be  liable  to  embodiment  at  any  mo- 
nary  course?  But  wo  accept  the  ineut  (as  they  are  at  present),  hut 
inevitable  with  resignation.  Here,  also  to  serve  abroad  during  the  oon- 
however,  was  another  unlooked-for  ti nuance  of  a  war.  In  consideration 
opportunity,  and  that  Mr.  MerriBeld  of  this  condition  they  should  be 
felt  interested  in  the  subject  was  paid  somewhat  more  tlian  at  pre- 
evident  from  liis  almost  immediately  sent.  In  fact  the  pay  should  be 
bringing  the  conversation  round  to  raised  up  to  the  point  that  is  fiMind 
it.  I  had  sufficiently  explained,  he  sufficient  to  secure  a  sufficient  nam- 
said,  what  was  the  first  principle  of  bcr  of  men." 

army  reform  contended   for.     If  he  '^  And  if  this  should  bo  found  to 

understood  me  aright,  I   advocated  involve  an  inordinate  expense  r* 

a    complete    amalgamation    of    the  '*  Why,  then,  I  supposo  it  wonld 

militia  and   the  line  ?    That,    I  ex-  be  necessary  to  resort  to  the  ballot 

plained,     was     my    proposal.      All  And  if  the  measure  were  introdnead 

recruits  should  be  trained  not  only  by  a  strong    Mini.stcr    in  a  really 

at  one    centre    for  each    regiment,  strong  way — in   the  same  way,   Hor 

but     as  one     homogeneous     body,  example,  as  you  carried  your  preat 

Afler  a  certain  period  of  training.  Entail     Bill — why,     I    beliere    the 

six   months  or    so,  the  young  sol-  measure  would   be    popular  rather 

dier  would  elect  for  general  or  re-  than    otherwise,     especially   if    the 

servo  service.     In   the  former  case  law   were  made  indiscriminate  uid 

he  would  join  the  active  battalions  permitted  no  exemptions.     I   would 
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allow  only  one  mode  of  exemption,  *•*•  But  in  such  a  crisis  as  you 
and  that  is  hy  serrice  as  a  volun-  refer  to,  although  I  have  hardly 
teer.  This,  by  the  way,  would  form  patience  to  discuss  it  seriously,  a 
perhaps  the  strongest  reason  for  law  would  of  course  be  passed  en- 
enforcing  compulsory  serrice  by  a  forcing  the  attendance  of  volunteers 
ballot,  because  you  can  always  pro-  with  their  regiments  for  so  long  as 
cure  troops  to  any  extent  required  the  emergency  continued." 
by  Yoluntary  enlistment  by  raising  "But  that  law  would  bo  made 
the  pay  sufficiently ;  but  the  ballot  applicable  only  to  those  who  had 
would  give  what  is  wanted  so  much  undertaken  the  duty  of  volunteers 
at  present,  a  means  of  control  over  in  the  first  instance,  so  that  even 
the  volunteers  and  of  enforcing  drill  tHen  the  result  remains  that  the 
and  discipline.  At  present,  as  it  defence  of  the  country  is  sup- 
seems  to  me,  the  volunteers  give  ported  by  voluntary  contributions, 
everything  and  receive  nothing,  and  a  principle  we  do  not  recognise 
therefore  the  complaint  so  often  as  valid  for  any  other  national 
made  about  their  slackness  is  sure-  obligation.  We  do  not  remit  the 
ly  unreasonable  and  unjust.  The  supply  of  taxes  to  those  who  are 
force  exists  merely  by  its  own  disinterested  enough  to  contribute 
choice,  and  a  very  little — an  un-  of  their  own  accord,  and  surely  the 
popular  War  Minister,  or  an  incon-  highest  of  all  duties  in  a  free  state 
siderate  order — might  suffice  to  dis-  should  not  be  left  to  voluntary 
perse  it  But  if  service  as  a  vol-  efforts.  Now,  such  a  system  as 
unteer  exempted  a  man  from  the  I  have  indicated  would  in  effect 
militia  ballot,  we  ought  to  obtain  make  every  able-bodied  man  con- 
a  magnificent  force  of  really  effici-  tribute  his  share  of  defence,  and 
cnt  volunteers,  whose  organisation  that  in  the  way  least  irksome  to 
would  be  really  under  Government  himself.  Those  who  could  afford 
control,  and  then  the  very  word  it  would  be  trained  as  volunteers ; 
invasion  might  drop  out  of  the  those  who  could  not  afford  it  would 
English  language."  be  trained  at   the  expense  of    the 

At  this  reference  to  invasion  Mr.  nation. 
Merrifield  made  a  gesture  of  im-  *^But  this  is  a  digression.  At 
patience,  so  I  hurried  on.  'Mt  has  any  rate,  whether  the  voluntary 
often  struck  roe  that  the  Govern-  system  be  continued  or  not,  the 
ment  and  the  volunteers  are  both  principle  I  am  contending  for  is  not 
at  present  in  a  false  position  in  one  invalidated ;  on  the  contrary,  just 
most  important  respect  If  the  vol-  in  proportion  as  the  volunteers  stop 
unteers  are  to  be  called  out,  they  are  short  of  efficiency  does  the  need  be- 
to  be  placed  under  martial  law,  and  come  greater  for  turning  the  militia 
that  of  course  would  be  necessary,  to  the  best  account  And  for  this 
But  the  law  would  only  apply,  I  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
apprehend,  to  those  who  went  out  mode  of  officering  them  should 
when  summoned.  Those  who  for  undergo  a  complete  change.  In- 
any  reason  did  not  go  out  would  stead  of  militia  officers  as  much 
remain  in  the  category  of  private  inferior  to  the  line  in  professional 
citizens,  ^o  that  whether  a  man  acquirements  as  the  men  of  the  one 
were  obliged  to  take  up  arms  in  de-  force  are  to  those  of  the  other,  you 
fence  of  his  country  would  depend  want  the  very  best  experience  you 
— not  on  whether  he  were  a  volun-  can  command  for  that  service.  The 
teer,  but  whether  ho  happened  to  popular  notions,  therefore,  about 
answer  the  summons  to  arms."  officering  the  militia    by  a  special 
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class  of  county  amateurs,  should  be  militia    battalions ;     and  then    the 

abandoned    once    and   for  all.      It  local  character  of  the  militia  will  be 

should  be  officered  wholly  by  offi-  much  more  distinctly  stamped   on 

cers  who  have  been  trained  in  the  it    than    it    is    now.       The  militia 

regular  arniy.*^  battalions  would  indeed  eventuallv 

*^Is  not  this  just  what  Thorow-  bo  no  longer   commanded  by  lord- 

come  was  aiming  at  V  lieutenants  of  counties  as  at  present ; 

**  Mr.  Thorowcome  proposed  that  but,  after  all,  are  not  these  fnnc- 
line  officers  should  be  allowed  to  tionarics  in  a  somewhat  false  pom- 
serve  in  the  militia,  going  on  half-  tion,  if  their  regiments  should  come 
pay  for  the  purpose,  and  so  giving  to  be  embodied  and  themaelTM 
promotion  in  their  proper  regiments,  pliced  under  plain  lieutenant-colo- 
And  so  far  as  the  proposal  went  it  nels  of  the  line?'' 
was  a  good  one.  They  would  have  Mr.  Merrifield  here  turned  the  con- 
served to  leaven  the  mass.  But  it  versation  to  the  other  points  of  refonn 
was  not  at  all  clear  how  a  place  I  had  referred  to  as  having  in  rieir, 
could  have  been  found  for  them  and  asked  roe  to  explain  them, 
without  stopping  the  promotion  of  The  next  point  advocated,  I  went 
the  junior  militia  officers.  No  doubt  on  to  explain,  was  comparatiTely  a 
if  Mr.  Thorowcome  had  remained  minor  one,  and  yet  important  enough 
longer  in  office,  he  might  have  de-  in  its  way ;  and  while  my  first  pro- 
veloped  the  plan  further ;  but  as  the  posal  had  no  doubt  already  appeued 
thing  was  stated  nakedly,  I  doubt  before  the  public  in  one  form  or 
if  it  could  have  worked.  Anyhow,  another,  this  one  seemed  not  to  hare 
it  was  at  best  a  half-measure,  and  presented  itself  to  any  one  before. 
this  is  a  case  where  no  half-measures  *'  It  is  this.  Disguise  it  how  you  may, 
will  answer.  After  all,  there  is  no  the  course  of  all  recent  legislation  for 
reason  why  militia  officers  should  the  army  has  been  to  do  away  witti 
not  bo  just  as  much  connected  by  the  advantages  and  the  stimulus  fur- 
local  association  with  their  regi-  nishcd  by  money,  to  keep  out  block- 
ments  under  this  scheme  as  they  heads,  and  to  make  the  army  more 
are  at  present  At  present,  in-  of  a  regular  profession.  The  result 
deed,  this  local  character,  which  is  of  this  is  that  men  (I  mean  of  course 
supposed  to  be  such  a  valuable  officers)  stick  to  the  profession 
feature  of  ^*  our  constitutional  force,'*  longer.  The  sumptuary  regulations 
is  purely  nominal.  You  have  Scotch-  lately  proposed  have  the  same  eflfect. 
men  l)elonging  to  Irish  regiments,  In  proportion  as  extravagance  of 
and  Englishmen  of  the  north  be-  living  is  repressed  will  the  casualties 
longing  to  regiments  in  the  south,  from  young  fellows  running  into 
all  of  them  living  away  from  the  debt  be  diminished.  This,  by  tiie 
district  to  which  the  men  belong,  way,  is  one  sure  result  of  abolishing 
and  merely  going  over  there  when  purchase.  When  there  are  no  more 
the  regiment  is  called  out  for  drill,  commissions  to  be  sold,  the  ssme 
Hut  if  the  line  be  thoroughly  I6cal-  temptations  will  no  longer  be  held 
ised,  as  well  as  the  militia ;  if  the  out  to  run  into  debt  The  greater 
young  officers  on  first  appointment  sobriety  of  living  has  also  the  elfeot 
be  gazetted  to  regiments  stationed  of  retarding  promotion.  When  I 
in  the  counties  to  which  they  them-  first  went  to  India  the  great  change 
selves  belong  :  let  residence  on  the  in  this  respect  was  just  about  being 
spot  bo  enforced  from  these  officers,  manifested.  Intemperance  had  gone 
when  they  are  transferred  after  ser-  out  of  fashion.  But  before  my  time 
vice  in    the   line  to  the  reserve  or  the  mortality  among  the  regiments 
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in  India  from  this  cause  and  from  yants ;  one  is  by  money  alone,  the 
carelessness  of  living  generally  used  other  is  by  money  combined  with 
to  be  something  frightful.     It  had  distinction.     Now  the  limit  of   pay 
the  effect,  however,  of  keeping  up  a  is    practically    soon    reached ;     but 
constant  stream  of  promotion.    Well,  honorary  distinction  is  an  inexhaus- 
the  effect  of  all  these  changes  com-  tible  mine  if  only  worked  properly, 
bined — the    abolition    of    purchase,  If  it  is  a  mark  of  distinction  to  be 
the  more  professional  character  of  a  captain  or  a  major,  then  you  will 
the  officers,  and  the  reduced    mor-  find  plenty  of  men  willing  to  serve 
tality  among  them — is  that  promo-  in  those  grades  for  very  small  pay  ; 
tion    will    tend    to    become    much  if  you  depreciate  the  rank,  you  will 
slower.     We  shall  probably  have  a  have  to  offer  some  other  considera- 
state  of  things  throughout  the  army  tion.     Now,    instead  of    acting    on 
generally    (except,    perhaps,    among  this  principle,   the  tendency  of   all 
a  few  of  the  fashionable  regiments  recent  administration  has  been   to 
officered  by  men  of  wealth),  such  as  go  on  cheapening  military  rank  till 
there  used  to  be  in  the  artillery  and  it  is  not  worth  having,  and  we  shall 
Engineers  before  the  effect  of  seniority  very  soon  have  military  officers  leav- 
was  disguised  by  constant  augmen-  ing  their  titles  out  of  their  cards  as  a 
tations,  and  as   there  was  in    the  protest  against  the  abuse.     Look  at 
Prussian  army  before  it  underwent  the  reckless  way  in  which  what  is 
the    immense    augmentation   which  called  relative  rank  is  given.     Doc- 
transformed  it  into  the  great  army  of  tors, veterinary  surgcons,paymaster8, 
Europe.     And  then  what  will  have  purveyors   of    food,    custodians    of 
to  be  done  ?    The  cry  will  be  raised  stores,   everybody  takes  rank  now- 
for  relieving  the  stagnation  by  liberal  adays  over  llie  captains  and  lieu  ten- 
pensions,  or  bonuses  to  induce  some  ants  ;  in  fact,  the  combatant  officers 
of  the  younger  officers  to  get  out  of  are  the  only  men  who  have  no  rank 
the  way,  such  as  were  given  lately  worth    speaking    of.     Then,    again, 
to  my  regiment,  when  a  number  of  see  how  the  country  swarms  with 
men  who  had  been  invited  to  com-  militia  and  volunteer  officers,  obese, 
pete  for  appointments  and  educat-  middle-aged  gentlemen,  going  about 
ed  mainly  at  the  public  cost,  were  as  majors  and  colonels,  whose  mili- 
bribed  to  leave  it  a  few  years  after-  tary   qualifications  often  begin  and 
wards  when   in   the   prime  of   effi-  end  with  their  titles." 
cicncy.     But  think  what  the  cost  of  **  But  if  men  are  doing  the  duty 
repeating  this  would  be,  if  applied  of  officers  with  the  militia  and  vol- 
te the  whole  army  !     And  after  all,  unteers,  how  are  you  to  help  desig- 
pensions  will  not  do  what  is  wanted,  nating  them  by  their  distinguishing 
They  failed  signally  in   the  Indian  titles  ?*' 

army,    where,    notwithstanding   the  "It   depends   upon    what   is   the 

pensions,  and  the  bad   climate,  and  idea  that  you  wish  to  convey  by  a 

the   exile,   the  officers   used   to  be  title.     If  the  title  of  captain  is  to 

much  too  old  for  their  work,  and  it  be  given  to  anybody  who  turns  out 

was  common  to  meet  with  subalterns  two  or  three  times  a-year  for  a  little 

of  forty  and  captains  of  fifty."  exercise  with  the  indefinite  muster 

"  What,  then,  is  your  remedy  for  that  does  duty  for  a  volunteer  com- 

this  impending  evil  ?"  pany  ;  or  to  another  who  vegetates* 

*^  I   think   we    should    apply   the  somewhere    in    the     country,    and 

principle  of   honour.     Let  me  ex-  abandons  domestic  retirement  every 

plain  what  I  mean.     There  are  two  two  or  three  years  for  a  bout  of  drill 

ways  of    remunerating  public   ser-  with  a  militia  regiment  collected  in 
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another  part  of  the  kingdom, — if  form.  The  list  is  much  too  large, 
functions  of  this  kind  are  to  be  de-  and  the  promotion  to  it  altogether 
noted  by  the  style  of  captain  or  too  indiscriminate.  Of  all  grades, 
colonel,  then  no  doubt  the  present  this  is  the  one  to  which  a  claim  to  pro- 
system  is  a  right  one.  But  if  mili-  motion  by  mere  seniority  should  least 
tary  rank  is  to  signify,  as  it  used  to  be  recognised.  But  this  is  a  minor 
do,  something  coupled  with  obliga-  blemish  compared  with  what  goes 
tion  to  bo  sent  on  instant  service  to  on  in  the  Indian  army,  where  a  state 
any  part  of  the  world,  and  to  give  of  things  has  lately  arisen  which, 
up  one's  life  whenever  required  to  in  a  military  point  of  view,  is  sim- 
do  so,  then  it  seems  to  me  these  ply  nothing  short  of  scandalous.*' 
titles  have  been  wantonly  misap-  As  I  made  this  reference  to  the 
plied.  The  honorary  promotion  Indian  army,  'I  trembled  for  the 
given  on  promotion  is  another  un-  continuance  of  the  conversation, 
wi^e  measure  in  my  opinion.  Every  knowing  by  experience  that  the 
officer  who,  on  retirement,  is  entitled  subject  is  one  which  people  pene- 
by  length  of  service  to  a  pension,  rally,  and  members  of  the  Govern 
is  also  advanced  to  a  step  of  hon-  ment  in  particular,  can  never  be  got 
orary  rank.  This  accounts  for  the  to  attend  to.  If  talking  with  Lord 
country  being  so  brimful  of  generals.  Stowe,  I  used  to  observe  that  at 
A  general  nowadays  does  not  mean  the  very  mention  of  India  his  eyes 
a  man  who  has  fulfilled  the  duties  assumed  a  dreamy  aspect,  as  if  he 
of  a  general,  or  who  may  have  to  were  looking  at  a  wall  a  hundred 
fulfil  them  hereafter,  it  means  some-  miles  behind  me.  or  were  thinking 
\}ody  who  has  once  been  a  colonel,  of  his  dear  Sophia  and  the  rest  of 
The  result  of  this  reckless  misappli-  his  girls.  When  I  opened  the  sub- 
cation  of  military  rank  is  that  the  ject  to  Bracton  one  day,  he  cut  me 
titles  held  by  the  combatant  grades  short  by  saying,  "  My  dear  fellow, 
have  become  thoroughly  depreciated,  the  Sandwich  Islands  ain*t  under 
and  a  cheap  but  cflScient  mode  of  this  department"  I  thought  indeed 
remunerating  the  officers  and  the  I  had  found  a  congenial  spirit  in 
army  has  been   entirely  sacrificed."  Mr.    Sinnick,  for  when    one   night, 

**  But  are  not  these  honorary  while  sitting  next  him  on  the  Trea- 
iitlcs  given  as  an  inducement  to  sury  bench,  I  made  sonie  allusion 
men  to  retire,  and  do  they  not  thus  to  the  needless  burden  on  the  fin- 
tend  to  accelerate  promotion  and  ances  of  certain  army  arrangements, 
prevent  that  stagnation  which  you  he  pricked  up  his  ears ;  but  on  my 
admit  to  be  one  of  the  great  difficul-  going  on  to  explain  what  I  meant, 
Jtics  to  be  contended  against?"  he  said,  **0h,  if  it's  only  the  Indian 

"  Honorary  rank  may,  no  doubt,  army  they  are  wasting  money  upon, 
act  as  an  inducement,  but  I  think  it  doesn't  matter ;  we  don't  pay 
it  does  more  harm  in  one  way  than  for  it ;"  and  thereon,  folding  his 
good  in  the  other.  Besides,  when  arms,  resumed  his  peaceful  sluuiber. 
men  are  entitled  to  retiring  pensions.  But  Mr.  Merrifield  had  the  power  of 
you  may  enforce  retirements  by  suit-  true  genius  in  his  capacity  for  going 
able  rules  to  any  extent  you  think  into  details  as  well  as  in  master- 
proper,  and  theretore  it  is  not  neces-  ing  principles — a  very  rare  power 
sary  to  hold  out  special  inducements  among  statesmen,  as  among  the  rest 
for  the  purpose.  For  my  own  part,  of  the  world.  And  in  the  present 
I  think  the  whole  system  of  promo-  case,  to  my  great  delight,  he  express- 
lion  to  the  rank  of  general  officer,  ed  an  interest  lo  hear  what  I  had  to 
«vcn  on  the  active  list,  calls  for  re-  sny  about  the  Indian  army,  adding 
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that  be  had  often  felt  a  curiosity  to  surveyors,  road-makers,  book-keep- 
Icarn  something  of  its  organisation.  ers,  and  in  all  the  other  multifariouB 
Thereon  I  explained  the  system  duties  which  make  up  Indian  ad> 
of  the  new  Indian  Staff  Corps,  with  ministration.  **  In  this  country,"  I 
the  preposterous  conditions  involv-  said,  "  a  major  or  colonel,  if  not  be- 
ed.  How,  under  the  old  system,  the  longing  to  the  regular  army,  still,  if 
objectionable  state  of  things,  under  he  belongs  to  the  militia  or  volun- 
which  half  the  regimental  officers  of  teers,  has  military  obligations  of  some 
the  Indian  army  were  detached  from  sort  however  slight ;  but  an  Indian 
their  regiments  in  various  civil  ca-  staff-corps  officer  is  very  possibly  of 
pacities  for  indefinite  periods,  often  a  sort  that  under  no  conceivable  cir- 
cxtcnding  over  a  lifetime,  was  dis-  cumstances  can  ever  be  employed  as 
guised  under  the  nominal  condition  a  soldier.  He  is  simply  a  person 
that  such  oflBcers  were  available  who,  in  virtue  of  having  entered 
to  join  their  regiments  if  required  the  army  as  a  youngster,  and  obtained 
to  do  Iso,  although  as  a  matter  of  some  appointment  in  India,  hence- 
fact  they  never  were  required,  or  if  forward  gives  up  all  military  duty 
they  had  been,  their  occupations  whatsoever,  but  is  nevertheless  en- 
for  ten  or  twenty  or  thirty  years  titled  to  promotion  at  stated  inter- 
as  magistrates,  or  bridge-builders,  vals  to  the  rank  (rank  only,  his  pay 
or  superintendents  of  government  does  not  depend  on  his  ranlc,  but  on 
farms,  or  clothing  agents,  would  have  the  nature  of  his  civil  duty  ;  ho 
quite  unfitted  them  to  resume  regi-  may  be  making  laws,  or  he  may  be 
mental  duty.  That  thus  the  Indian  making  bricks,  and  is  paid  accord- 
army,  although  a  homogeneous  body  ingly)  of  captain,  major,  and  so 
of  regimental  officers,  was  divided  on,  throughout  the  different  grades^ 
in  effect  into  two  distinct  parts,  the  till  eventually  he  becomes  a  gen- 
real  soldiers  and  the  nominal  ones,  eral  oflBcer.  Thus  by-and  by  Cbel- 
all,  however,  getting  their  promo-  tenham  and  Bayswater  will  swarm 
tion  by  seniority  in  the  same  way.  with  these  generals,  who  have  never 
How  this  state  of  things,  which  so  much  as  commanded  a  company 
more  than  anything  else  had  tended  — men  who  have  not  been  on  parai& 
to  demoralise  the  army,  had  now  for  thirty  years,  and  who  some  of 
been  replaced  by  a  still  more  extra-  them  could  not  ride  a  mile  to  save 
vagant  misuse  of  military  rank  and  their  lives.  Never  was  there  such 
promotion.  For,  whereas  every  of-  a  prostitution  of  military  rank, be- 
ficer  used  before  to  belong  nomin-  fore. 

ally  to  some  specific  regiment,  in  "  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  Lord 
virtue  of  which  he  obtained  his  pro-  Carteret  had  any  distinct  notion  of 
motion  from  time  to  time,  even  this  what  he  was  doing  when  he  estab- 
semblance  of  military  obligation  had  lished  these  Indian  stiff  corps.  His 
now  been  given  up,  and  a  gigantic  object  was  apparently  to  create  a 
sham,  called  the  Indian  Staff  Corps,  cheap  form  of  civil  service,  by  pay- 
had  been  created,  which  had  no-  ing  men  partly  in  rank  instead  of 
thing  to  do  with  the  staff,  or  any  wholly  in  money ;  but  that  the 
corps  or  military  body  whatever,  thing  should  have  been  tolerated  so 
but  was  simply  a  clumsy  vehicle  for  long  is  incomprehensible.  The  only 
giving  military  rank  to  a  great  reason  can  bo  that  people  in  this 
body  of  civil  employes,  whose  con-  country  will  not  be  at  the  trouble  of 
nee  tion  with  the  army  began  and  understanding  Indian  affairs  of  ftnj 
ended  with  this  rank,  and  who  were  kind, 
employed    as    magistrates,    judges,  "The  result,"  I  went  on  to  say, 


692  A  True  Reformer,— Part  IX.  [Nov. 

/Ms  that  the   Indian  army,  as  re-  the  effect  of  this  new  artillery  organ- 

^ards  a  large  number  of  its  ofBcers,  isation.'' 

is  a  thoroughly  unmilitary  body.     It        *^  In   fact  a  process  of  levelling 

is.  in  fact,  livmg  on  the  reputation  up?" 

of  a  small  part  of  it,  and  of  a  few        **  Precisely  so.     In   this  love  of 

distinguished  members,  while  India  titles  inherent  in  mankind  you  have, 

itself  is  a  British  Algeria,  in  which  I  think,  a  mine  that  may  he  worked 

the  natural  advantages  for  developing  to  any  extent     Hitherto  this  coin- 

'  military  qualities  have  made  us  in-  age  of  honour  has  been  undergoing 
different  to  the  need  for  cultivating  continual  degradation,  one  branch 
artificial  ones.  A  considerable  part  of  of  the  service  after  another  getting 
that  army  is  nothing  better  than  a  some  sop  thrown  to  it  in  the  way  of 
very  badly  armed  militia,  and  the  increased  promotion,  or  relative  rank, 
whole  wants  reform.  But  however  or  honorary  rank,  and  so  on,  till 
that  may  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt  military  grades  have  come  to  be 
about  the  non-military  character  of  something  quite  different  to  what 
the  colonel  accountants  and  judges,  they  used  to  be  thirty  or  forty  years 
Living,  as  many  of  them  do,  in  out-  ago.  Our  policy  should  now  be,  I 
of-the-way  places,  whore  they  never  conceive,  to  work  back  again.  Re- 
see  a  soldier  from  one  yearns  end  to  store  the  purity  of  the  coinage ;  make 
the  other,  they  have  not  even  the  military  rank  something  worth  hav- 
military  experience  to  be  got  by  a  ing,  and  you  may  save  a  great  deal 

,  volunteer  review  at  Brighton.     This  of  what  will  otherwise  have  to  be 

might  be  merely  a  negative  evil,  ex-  laid  out  in  pay  and  pensions.'' 
cept  that  the  system  out  of  which  it        **  There  seems  a  good  deal  of  force 

anses  cheapens  military  rank  in  the  in  what  you  say,''  observed  Mr.  Mer- 

.  British    army  as  well      What  we  rificld,   ^^but  there  appears  another 

have  to  do,  I  conceive,  is  to  make  side  also  to  the  question.     If  your 

the  honourable  military  title  more  in  plan  would  have  the  effect  you  ap- 

estimation  then  ever.   No  man  should  pear  to  expect  from   it,  of  making 

be    called    a   general  who  has  not  military  rank  a  thing  more  in  esti- 

actually  exercised  a  general's  com-  mation  than  before,  may  it  not  also 

mand,   and  all  nominal  titles    and  operate  to  render  men  less  unwilling 

honorary    ranks    should    be    abol-  than  they  are  at  present  to  leave  the 

ished."  army,  and  so  create  the  very  evil  to 

**  You  have  certainly  made  out  a  be  guarded  a^inst  of  blocking  up 

strong  case  for  doing  so,"  observed  promotion,  which  is  one  of  the  oh- 

the  Minister,  when  I  came  to  the  end  jections  brought  against  the  abolition 

of  mv  harangue,  over  which  I  am  of  purchase  ? 

afraid  I  became  quite  excited.  *>  That     might     certainly     be    a 

"I  am  glad  you  think  so.      For  tendency  of  such  a  policy,   but  I 

similar    reasons    I   think    the   con-  think    it    could    be    prevented    by 

version  of  the  first  captains  of  my  suitable    arrangements.    After    all, 

regiment  into  majors  was  a  mistake,  however,  this  matter  of  promotion  is 

Our  officers  were  naturally  tired  of  merely  a  minor  point  as  compared 

being  only  captains,  and  no  wonder,  with  the  scheme  I  mentioned  the 

for  a  captain  nowadays  is  a  mere  other  day,  for  obtaining  the  army 

nobody,  especially  in  India,  where  which  has  to  be   officerod.      And 

nearlv  half  the  regiment  is  serving ;  another   measure    of   army  reform 

but  the  proper  remedy  for  that  was  still  more    needed    involves  also  a 

to  make  the  captain  a  big  man,  not  much  more  radical  change.    This  I 

to  depress  him  still  more,  as  has  been  have  not  yet  mentioned." 
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*^Tnie,    I    am    anxious    to    hear  Mr.  Braham  and  everybody  else.    It 

what  that  is,  for  you  have  done  no  was  difficult  to  fancy  it  could  be  the^ 

more  than  mysteriou^y  allude  to  it  same  person  who  makes  those  great^ 

so  far.     But  bless  me,^*  added  Mr.  speeches    and    governs    the    whole^ 

Merrifield,    looking    at    his    watch,  country,  that  was  sitting  here  lik« 

*'  I  had  no  idea  how  late  it  was.  an  ordmary  mortal  taking  five  o'clock 

We  shall  never  be  back  at  Stamp-  tea,  and  talking  so  unaffectedly  to  us! 

ton  Court  in  time  for  dinner,  unless  as  if  we  were  just  as  good  as  himself.", 

we  hurry  back."  "  Mr.  Merrifield  is  such  a  dear  old. 

It  was  indeed    getting  late,   our  man,'*  said  a  languid  voice  from  the^ 

conversation    having    been    a    very  sofa  cushions.                                       , 

protracted    one.      For,   as    I    have  "  Old !"   cried  Mary ;    *'  the  idea 

before  explained,  the  reports  given  of  connecting  age  with  such  a  per> 

here  are  no  more  than  brief  abstracts  son  !      It  seemed  to  me  when  he 

of  what  really  passed;     In  fact,   I  was  talking  as  if  I  were  listening  to 

have  no  more  done  justice  to  my  com-  some  one  who  might  be  of  any  age."^ 

panion^s  share  in  the  conversation,  **Well,  my  dear,  but  he  is  old.^ 

edifying   and    delightful    though   it  Look  how  bald  he  is,  ever  so  much 

was  to  listen  to,  than  did  the    Ro-  balder  than  Lord  Stowe,  and  Lord 

man    historians    detail    fully    what  Stowe  says  himself  that  he  is  quite 

took  place  at  Carthage.       The  re-  an  old  man,  and  I  am  sure  he  must 

suit,  however,  of  all  the  digressions  be,   for  Lady   Sophia  is  a  r^ular 

and     disquisitions    into    which    we  old  maid." 

branched  off,  and  which  I  have  per-  *^  Eva  has  been  spoilt  by  all  tho  in- 
force  omitted  to  repeat,  was,  that  tellectual  society  she  has  been  mix- 
notwithstanding  the  two  opportu-  ing  with  in  London.  I  suppose  i| 
nities  afforded  for  speaking  freely,  you  get  accustomed  to  the  splendour 
opportunities  such  as  might  never  of  these  shining  lights  you  may  find 
occur  again,  Mr.  Merrifield  rode  back  the  use  of  your  eyes  in  time,  as  Eva 
with  his  party  to  Stampton  before  appears  to  have  done  already,  but 
I  had  entered  into  the  branch  of  when  they  come  to  visit  us  simple 
my  subject  which  I  thought  would  country  folk,  we  are  so  dazzled  that 
have  had  for  him  the  greatest  we  have  no  sight  for  human  blem- 
interest  ishes.       I    should    no    more    have 

**  Well,"  said  Mary  Drew,  after  her  thought  about  whether  one  of  these 

distinguished    visitors    had    ridden  godlike  creatures  was  old  or  young, 

away,  *'*'  1  am  so  glad  to  have  spoken  than  an  ancient  Greek  would  have 

to  a  real  live  Prime   Minister.     Of  thought    about    asking    the  age  of 

course  I  knew  that  he  must  be  a  Apollo  or  Venus,  if  he  fancied  he 

human  being,  but  it  seems  almost  saw  the  incarnation  of  those  deities.^' 

impossible   to  think  that  it  is  not  *^  Do  you  include  Lord  Stowe  in 

some  delusion.     I  always  fancied  a  your  pantheon  of  godlike  creatures, 

great  orator  like  Mr.  Merrifield  must  Mary  y"  asked  Eva's  husband.     "  Ii 

be    something    like    the    statue    of  you  had  seen  him  on  the  moor  the 

Lord  Chatham  which  I  saw  in  the  other    day    with     his     comfortable 

Houses    of    Parliament  when   papa  worsted    stockings    and    high  shirt 

took  me  to  London.     I  don't  mean,  collar  and  a  plate  of  cold  chicken 

of  course,  with  any  robes  on,  for  I  on  his  lap,   or  at  one  of  our  board 

know  you  gentlemen  of  the  House  meetings  trying  to   look  wise  over 

of  Commons  don't  wear  them,  but  an  item  in  the  army  estimates,  you 

standing  majestically  with  one  arm  would  hardly  have  recognised  the  sii- 

pcrpetually  stretched    out,   defying  perhuman  elements  in  his  organisoL*' 
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**  Oh,  Lord  Stowe  is  different,  of  Admiral  Mayne  Toppe  could  bo  a 

course,  because  I  have  been  accus-  Lord    of  the  Admiralty    when    he 

tomcd    to    see  him   walking  about  wasn^t  a  lord  at  all.     It  seems  to  me 

Leatherby  ever  since  I  can  remem-  that    the    only    difference    between 

ber.     I  suppose  familiarity   disillu-  Cabinet  Ministers  and  other  people 

sions  one.     1   daresay    if    we    had  is  that  they  talk  such  prosy  stuff.'* 
uever  seen  you  till   after  you  had        "  Prosy,   Eva  V   said   Mary  ;    **  I 

made    your    speeches    and    become  am  sure  you  can't  say  that  Mr.  Merri- 

such  a  great  man,  we   should   have  field  was  prosy  this  afternoon.     Be 

been  dreadfully  afraid  of  you  too;  seemed  to  be  delightful.      I   could 

but  now  I  can  never  fancy  that  you  have  eone  on  listening  for  ever." 
are  really  a  Minister."  **  Oh  yes,  Mr.  Merrifield  can  make 

'^  Not     quite    a    Minister,    Mary,  himself  very  pleasant ;  and  you  see 

The  gradations  of   the  Government  to  day  we  were  only  a  lot  of  girls  to 

ofiBcials  are  very  well  marked,  I  can  talk  to.     But  you  should  have  heard 

Jissure  you,  and  there  is  almost  as  him  and  Charlie  and  Mr.  Strickland 

much  difference  between  a  Cabinet  after  dinner  in  the  cottage.     There 

Minister  and  an  understrapper  like  was    no  drawing-room    out  on   the 

myself  as  there  is  between  a  captain  moor,  you  know,  so  we  all  sat  to- 

and  a  corporal     A   paymastergen-  gether  after  dinner  till  it  was  time 

eral  is    a  very   small   item  in   the  to  go  to  bed;    and   they  used   to 

official  hierarchy,  isn't  he,  Eva  ?"  go  on   about  politics   and    taxation 

<^My  dear  Charlie,  as   if  it  were  and      organisation,     and     stuff    of 

any  good  asking  me !     I  never  shall  that  sort,  till   I  could  hardly  hi  Ip 

imders'and   all    these    distinctions,  falling    asleep."      And    Eva    spoke 

You  know  you  laughed  at  mo  the  almost  crossly,  as  if  something  had 

other  day,  because  I  asked  how  old  vexed  her. 
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MONTALEMBERT. 

In  recent  history — which  has  pro-  it     Both  were   supreme   orators   in 

d'lced    many     remarkable,    if    few  their  wny,  fwayimr  others  for  a  time 

g'cit    men— there    i.«    hardly    any  with  an   irresistihle  force,   personal 

more  interesting  name  than  that  of  rather    than    rationBl,    impassioned 

Ch.irles  Forbes  Rene  de  Montalem-  rather  than  enli;ihtoned.      Such  lives 

bert.     A  certain   chivalry  and  el^'n  especially  need   to    be  admired   and 

of  personal  character,  combined  with  loved  before  they  can  be  unders  ood. 

a  strangely -mingled  fervour  of  polit-  They  must  be   studied   with   some- 

ical  and  reli'j:ious  enthusiasm,  gave  thins:  of  the  same  fervour  of  imigi- 

to  him  a  prominence  which  con*;ider-  native  enthusiasm  which  made   their 

ably   transcends  any  of  the  results  own   inspiration,  and  treated  with  a 

of  his  life.     Men  of  this  stamp,  in  generous  delicicy  in  all   the  chang- 

whom  character  often  greatly  exceeds  ing  features  which    enthusiasm    in 

accomplishment,  the  charm  of  whose  any  life  never  fails  to  assume.     This 

personal    li'e   and   manners    carries  is  what  Mrs.   Oliphant  has  done  in 

c.jptive  mriny  admirers,  are  always  both  cases,  and   more   successfully, 

among  the  most  interesting  Jiis  ori-  as  it  appeirs   to  us,  in  the   case  of 

cal   figures      They  are  the   ftue  in-  the  French  patriot  than  in   that  of 

heritors  of  fame,  which  rightly  seizes  the    Scotch    pre  icher.        The    latter 

upon  ch'iracter  as  the  supremo  hu  subject  was,  no  doubt,  mv»re  native 

man  reality,  and  brin-^s  to  the  front  to  her    genius;     but    in    the     pre- 

those  whose  lives  have  been  lit  up  sent  case   she  has   had  the  advan- 

with  the  glow  of  some  enthusiastic  tage   not   only   of    a   wider    canvas 

purpose,  good  or  bad,  rather  than  the  and  more  matured  skill,  but   of  per- 

men  who  have  quietly  followed  out  sonal  knowledge      In  order  to  write, 

details  of  action,  and,  it  may  be  after  with  ample  insight,  the  life  of  a  man 

all,  done  more  or  even  better  work.  who   has   recently  left  the  world,   it 

To  Mrs.  Oliphant's  fertile  pen  we  is  necessary,  in  some  degree,  to 
owe  a  memoir  of  Montidembert  as  have  known  him — to  have  seen  him 
fascinating  as  the  hero  himself —  live  and  move.  It  is  by  no  means 
graceful,  beautiful,  full  of  life,  enthu-  necessary  to  have  been  intimately 
siasui,  and  earnestness.  It  is  a  sin-  associated  with  him  as  one  of  his 
gular  piece  of  good  fortune  which  his  set  or  party.  Such  identifica  ion  of 
assigned  to  the  biographer  of  Edward  interests  is  more  apt,  perhaps,  than 
Irving  the  task  of  writing  the  memoir  anything  else,  to  blur  the  biogra- 
of  one  who,  in  quite  other  circuin  phic  insight,  and  distort  that  sonso 
stnnces,  had  something  of  the  same  of  proportion  and  finish  without 
lonely,  unhappy,  unfulfilled  longing  which  biography  becomes  mere  pcr- 
in  his  life— something  of  the  same  sonal  annals,  more  or  less  interest- 
ideal  loftiness  in  his  aims,  and  trade  ing  according  to  the  subject  But 
heroism  of  struggle  and  failure  in  his  to  have  seen  and  conversed  with  a 
career.  Both  men  were  eminently  man — to  have  had  our  intellectual 
picturesque.  Their  figures  filled  the  vision  of  him  quickened  by  direct 
imagination,  and   somewhat   dazzled  contact,  and  the  recognition  of    he 
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characteristic  soul  behind  his  public  The  result  is  that  she  has  pre- 
movements — gives  a  touch  of  reality  sented  in  these  volumes  a  very  com- 
to  biographic  details  which  nothing  plete    picture    of    this    remarkable 
else  can  give;  and  in  the  hands  of  man — a     picture    which     probably 
an  artist  like  Mrs.    Oliphant,   lifts  satisfies  his  friends,  and  yet  is  by 
them  out  of  a  haze  of  mere  descrip-  no  means  a  mere  panegyric.     It  is 
tion  into  the  light  of  life.  sufficiently  panegyrical,  as  many  in 
Mrs.     Oliphant's    knowledge    of  this  country,  and  in  France  too,  will 
Montalembert  was  just  such  as  to  think.      The  hero  is  drawn   some- 
serve  the  purpose  of  a  biographer,  what  uniformly  in  a  heroic  attitude. 
She  made  his  acquaintance  first  in-  The  inconsistencies  of    his   mental 
tcllectually,  as  the  translator  of  his  and  political  moods  are  too  slightly 
great    book,    the    ^  Monks    of    the  brought  into  the  light — are  perhaps 
West,'  published  in  1 860  ;  and  after-  inadequately     appreciated.       There 
wards  personally,  during  a  residence  are  marks  of  haste  and  carelessness 
in  Paris.     His  public  career  was  by  here  and   there  in  the  composition 
this  time  ended.      His  character  had  of  the  volumes.      But  the  portrait  is 
become   in    a    measure    historical,  from  first  to  last  living  and  interest- 
while  he  still  lived.      As  an  Eng-  ing  in  its  outline.     The  writer  has 
lishwoman  and  a  Protestant,   Mrs.  thrown  herself  with  marvellous  suc- 
Oliphant  was  outside  of  any  party  cess  into  the  spirit  of   the  career 
interests  with   which  Montalembert  which  she  sketches.     She  has  been 
had  been  identified.       These  inte-  able  from  original  sources,  and  espe- 
rests  for  the  time,  in  fact,  were  all  cially  by  the  kindness  of  Madame 
in  abeyance :    they  did  not  require  de  Montalembert — who  has  warmly 
to  be  thought    of,    while    yet    his  entered  into  her  task,  and  rendered 
genius,     vivacity,     and     nobleness,  it  most  valuable  assistance — to  bring 
survived  in  all  their  original  charm,  before  her  readers,    in  many  vivid 
He  was  the    same    enthusiast   for  touches,  his  youth  and  private  life. 
"God  and  Society"   that    he    had  She  has  followed  the  intricacies  of 
ever  been.     His  mind  was  richer,  his  public  life,  especially  of  his  rela- 
if    not  wiser  or    higher,   from  .the  tions  to  the  late   Emperor  of    the 
quiet  meiiieval  culture  in  which  it  French,  while  Prince-President,  not 
had  been  long  engaged,  and  through  only  with  enthusiasm,  but  with  dis- 
which  his  biographer  came  to  sym-  cernment  and  sagacity.      Other  dis- 
pathise  with  and  admire  him.     His  closures  may  still  be  necessary  to 
gifts  had  ripened  to  their  full  fruit-  bring  out  clearly  his  final  position  in 
fulness,  while  the  mists  of  prejudice  the  Church  for  which  he  spent  his 
and  astonishment  had  cleared  awaj  life,   and  towards  the  great   Papal 
from  some  parts  of  his  career,  which  system  which  so   continually  filled 
must  always  remain    unintelligible  him  with    distrust,   but  which    he 
to  his   English    admirers,      it  was  refused  to  see  with  any  eyes  save 
Mrs.    Oliphant's    good    fortune    to  those  of  love.     But  the  man  himself, 
know  Montalembert   in   these  later  in  his  characteristic  greatness,  his 
years,   as  a  friend  who  had  been  mixed  heroism  and  weakness,  in  the 
attracted  by  the  pure  force  of  his  plenitude  of    his  gifts  and  aspira- 
character  and  genius,  and  who  could  tions,  his  successes  and  failures,  is 
enter  with  delight  and  appreciation  as  fully  sketched  in  these  volumes 
into  all  the  intellectual  and  patriotic  as  he  is  ever  likely  to  be.      The 
impulses  of   his    life,   without  any  portrait  may  be  set  in  clearer  sur- 
admixture  of  party  passion  or  blind  roundings,  or  made  more  intelligible 
religious  zeal  in  some  of  its  details ;    but  it  is  not 
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likely  to  be  drawn  in  happier  out-  present,  as  many  circumstances  of 
line,  or  more  to  the  life.  his  life  prove ;  but  ho  was  withal 
Charles  de  Montalembert  was  of  far  more  a  Frenchman  than  he  ever 
noble  French  descent  through  his  was  or  could  have  been  an  English- 
father,  of  Scottish  origin  through  his  man. 

mother.  The  Montalemberts  be-  Yet  his  early  youth  was  far  more 
longed  to  Poitou,  and  were  a  dis-  associated  with  his  grandfather 
tinguished  family,  devoted  to  war  and  Forbes  than  with  his  French  father, 
chivalry,  from  their  earliest  appear-  who  was  the  only  child  of  the  exiled 
ance  in  history.  One  is  mentioned  nobleman  of  1789.  He  appears  to 
among  the  four  "  gentlemen  of  have  been  bom  in  his  grandfather^s 
Guyenne,"  amongst  whom  the  most  house  in  Albemarle  Street,  and  at 
chivalrous  of  French  kings,  Francis  the  age  of  fifteen  months  was  en- 
I.,  included  himself,  and  who  were  tirely  given  over  to  his  keeping, 
ready,  he  said,  "  to  encounter  all  The  young  Count,  his  father,  had  at 
comers  in  France."  This  same  first  entered  the  English  army  ;  but 
Montalembert  became  one  of  his  on  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons 
Majesty's  Chamberlains  ;  but  the  in  1814,  he  went  back  to  France, 
courtiers  said  of  him  that  ho  was  Charles  remained  with  his  grand- 
more  fit  to  give  the  enemy  a  dressing  father  in  the  quiet  security  of  a  com- 
than  to  dress  the  king — "  Plus  fortable  home — '*  the  object,"  says 
propre  a  donner  une  camisadc  a  his  biographer,  "  of  that  adoring  love, 
Tennemi  qu*une  chemise  au  roi."  a  sentiment  at  once  more  tender  and 
A  later  member  of  the  family  was  more  absorbing  than  simple  pater- 
well  known  in  scientific  warfare,  nity,  which  so  often,  passing  over  the 
The  brother  of  this  distinguished  en-  head  of  one  generation,  links  ago 
gineer  was  the  grandfather  of  Charles,  and  infancy  together  in  the  most 
He  was  one  of  the  nobles  driven  beautiful  of  connections."  Mr. 
from  France  by  the  great  Revolu-  Forbes  had  a  pretty  country  retreat 
tion,  "whose  beautiful  melancholy  at  Stanmore,  near  Harrow,  and  a 
face,"  Mrs.  Oliphant  says,  seems  well-filled  library,  where  he  spent 
"  the  most  natural  mood  of  a  man  most  of  his  own  leisure  hours,  and 
of  his  class  at  that  terrible  period."  where  the  young  Montalembert  pro- 
The  sad  and  romantic-looking  French  bably  first  awoke  to  a  consciousness 
emigre  is  well  contrasted  with  the  of  intellectual  life.  The  whole  at- 
"  comfortable,  well  -  to  -  do  countc-  mosphere  around  him  was  full  of 
nance*'  of  the  Scotch  grandfather  love  and  thoughtf ulncss  for  the  boy's 
Forbes,  as  "types  of  different  worlds  mental  culture.  His  grandfather 
as  well  as  difl^rent  races."  "  The  cy-  was  an  accomplished  man,  with  a 
cle  of  chivalry,  of  romance,  of  po-  turn  for  natural  history,  and  spent 
otic  elevation,  with  all  the  graco  of  his  time  chiefly  in  the  preparation 
misfortune,  shows  in  the  one ;"  in  of  a  large  illustrated  edition  of  cer- 
the  other  a  "  calm  countenance,"  tain  "  Oriental  Memoirs"  in  which 
surmounted  by  "trim  peruke  ;"  he  had  embodied  his  scientific  ex- 
"  strong  in  English  prosperity  and  penence  of  the  East,  where  he  had 
progress ;  expecting  nothing  but  spent  his  manhood,  and  made  his 
good,  hearing  of  nothing  but  vie-  fortune.  While  he  worked  at  this 
lory."  Such  was  the  strangely-  book  his  baby  grandson  seems  to 
mingled  descent  of  Charles  de  Mon-  have  been  his  constant  companion, 
talembert  There  can  be  little  "  He  wrote  fond  letters  to  the  baby, 
doubt  which  element  entered  most  to  serve  as  prefaces  to  his  great 
largely  into  his  blood.     Both   were  work.     He  placed  a  portrait  of  the 
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little  face  he  loyed  so  well,  drawn  by  any  rival,  and  a  feelinp;  of  his 
his  own  hands,  with  pretty  garlands  own  consequence  was  the  natural 
of  j^andfatherly  verse  as  the  frontis-  pjrowth  of  this  position.  He  ad- 
piece.  .  .  .  Never  was  a  more  jures  his  grandfather,  on  parting 
wonderful  monument  of  an  old  man*s  witl  him  for  school,  to  answer  truly 
love.  The  spectator  gazes  at  the  the  qu.*slion  which  he  puts  to  him. 
baby  portrait  looking  at  him  with  **  I  promisel  him  I  would,"  says  the 
round  blue  eyes  out  of  the  ample  proud  grand-parental  heart,  in  writ^ 
page,  with  that  faltering  laugh  which  ing  to  hi-;  dmghter;  "and  I  now 
has  tears  in  it.  This  was  Charles  give  to  you  and  Montilembert  the 
de  Montalembcrt  as  he  appeared  at  very  words  in  which  the  sweet 
Stanmore  more  than  half  a  century  child  then  addressed  me :  *  You  know, 
since,  looking  up  from  the  corner  in  my  dear  grandpipa,  that  I  have  left 
his  white  frock  and  blue  ribbons,  my  pipa  and  mimma,  my  brother 
the  deli'rht  and  joy  and  sacred  hope  and  sister,  at  Stuttgart,  to  be  your 
of  the  old  philosopher's  heart."  child ;  and  now  you  and  1  are 
The  quiet  and  pleasant  life  of  everything  to  each  other  until  wo 
the  young  Montalembcrt  with  his  see  them  again.  Tell  me  therefore — 
grandfather  lastod  till  «he  boy  was  but  you  must  tell  m?  truly — if  since 
nine  years  of  age,  and  he  had  grown  we  left  Paris  I  have  been  the  boy 
into  early  and  precocious  intelli-  you  expected  and  wante  1  me  lo  bo, 
gence,  **  becoming  more  an  I  more  and  if  you  love  me  as  m;ich  a<  .vhen 
the  companion  of  his  gran'lfather."  wo  were  there  alrogethor?'  It  was 
Frequently  they  went  to  Brighton  al-nost  oo  mush  for  me,"  the  old 
together  ;  and  in  1816,  when  Monta  mm  ad  is  ;  "  but  I  couM  with  truth 
le.nbert's  father  was  appointel  by  assure  him  that  he  hid  been  all  and 
Louis  XVIII.  as  Minister  Plenipo-  more  th  in  all.  I  anticipate!  Tiicn 
tentiary  for  France  at  Stuttgart,  they  said  he,  'I  am  the  happiest  boy  in 
paid  a  visit  to  his  parents  in  Franco,  tbe  world,  nor  shall  I  drop  one  tear 
before  they  left,  and  remained  there  when  you  l;'.ave  me;'  nor  di  1  he." 
for  some  time.  During  this  stay  he  This  is  very  ch:irming  in  its  way. 
be2:an  his  studios  at  the  Scotch  It  looks,  as  Mrs.  Oliphmt  says,  like 
College  at  Paris  ;  and  on  their  return  a  bit  of  "  some  more  d-^licate  Sand- 
to  England  a  year  later,  when  ford  and  Merton ;"  but  ev3n  al- 
Charles  had  reached  his  eighth  lowing  for  the  modisini-JS  uncon- 
ye%r,  his  grandfather  sent  him  to  sciou-^ly  imparted  to  the  boy's  talk 
school  at  Fulham.  Thi**,  the  old  by  his  grandfither,  there  is  a  tiint 
man  says  in  a  letter  to  his  daughter,  of  moral  conceit  in  it  whicli  is  not 
dated  28th  April  Is  18,  wis  to  him  without  its  likeness  in  some  after- 
**a  trial  of  no  common  kind,"  and  features  of  his  life, 
the  scene  which  he  describes  in  the  Mr  Forbes  died  suddenly  on  a 
same  letter  on  parting  with  the  boy  visit  to  France,  and  henceforth 
shows  this  very  touchingly.  Per-  young  Montalembcrt  entered  upon 
hups  there  is  something  of  undue  a  new  life,  in  the  house  of  his 
self-consciousness  on  the  boy's  part;  father  and  mother,  wnich,  natural 
but  his  peculiar  mode  of  life  had  as  it  was,  hardly  scons  to  havo 
nourished  in  him  a  feeling  of  self-  suited  him  so  well  as  the  old  one. 
importance  which  crops  out  rather  The  Count,  his  f  itlier,  was  a  busy 
disagreeably  through  the  whole  man  ;  his  mother  was  still  young 
course  of  his  youth.  He  had  been  and  lively,  and  fond  of  society  ;  and 
all  in  all  to  his  grandfather,  ho  he  seems  to  havo  missel  the  inter- 
centre  of  a  domestic  world  without  est  .and  attention    bestowed    upon 
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him  in  his  grandfather's  house,  motto  of  all  his  labours — **  Ood  and 
Little  is  seen  of  him  for  a  time,  freedom" — here  first  took  shape.  So- 
till,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  he  lemnly,  with  a  congenial  soul,  he 
emerges  as  the  diarist  of  his  own  bound  himself  in  a  sacred  act  of 
life  and  feelinps.  Throughout  life  self -consecration  to  serve 'these  nb- 
he  continued  this  habit  of  diary-  jects.  This  *^  solemn  league  and 
keeping,  and  his  biographer  has  covenant,"  executed  by  the  young 
naturally  drawn  l.irgely  upon  this  enthusiast,  and  which  he  wished  in 
source  for  her  information  of  many  the  fervoiu*  of  his  feelings  to  sign 
of  its  incidents  and  impressions,  with  his  blood,  still  exists  in  the 
The  commencing  pages  of  the  youth-  possession  of  M.  Cornndet,  the 
ful  diarist  do  not  contain  much,  but  friend  who  joined  him  in  it^  and 
they  show  little  glimpses  of  charac-  who  never  ceased  to  follow  his 
ter.  The  life  of  mere  amusement  in  cause  with  "  sympathy,  interest,  and 
which  he  finds  himself  plunged  for  affection ;"  and  it  may  probably 
a  time  seems  to  have  been  irksome  see  the  light  in  the  pages  of  the 
to  his  early-developed  sense  of  duty.  *Contemporain*  in  which  his  old 
**Day  lost,  like  so  many  others!'*  companion  in  Sainte-Barbo  is  now 
records  the  young  moralist.  His  publishing  a  collection  of  his  youth- 
political  and  religious  sentiments  ful  letters.  He  was  seventeen  when 
grow  apace.  He  was  an  enthusiast  this  bond  was  made,  and  in  the 
for  the  charter  of  1814,  and  frightened  same  year  his  commonplace-book 
his  younger  brother  by  making  him  contains  the  following  entry — 
swear  eternal  fidelity  to  it  His  "  God  and  liberty — these  are  the 
Catholic  enthusiasm  was  quickened  two  principal  motive-powers  •  f  my 
by  the  reception  of  "a  member  of  existence;  to  reconcile  these  two 
his  family,  born  a  Protestant,"  into  perfections  shall  be  the  aim  of  my 
the  bosom  of  the  Church,  and  by  life?"  Many  years  afterwards,  in  re- 
his  own  formal  admission  as  a  com-  vising  this  early  record  of  his  feel- 
municant  His  neglected  studies  also  ingr;,  he  seems  himself  to  have  been 
were  resumed  under  the  care  of  M.  struck  with  the  precocity  of  his 
Gobert,  one  of  the  professors  of  the  youthful  ambition,  and  has  charac- 
College  Henri  IV.  lie  was  a  busy  teristically  marked  this  entry  "De- 
student,  and  grudged  the  distractions  ja  I  ! " 

which    interfered    with    his    work.  He  left  Sainte  Barbe  at  the  age  of 

'*  Sometimes  he  is  carried  off  to  the  nineteen,  without  carrying  any  prize 

theatre,  and  is  amused  and  forgets  with   him,   although   he   had   previ- 

himself ;  but  in  society  in  the  even-  ously,  in  the  year  1828,  gained  the 

ings  yawns  his  weary  head  off,  and  first  prize  for  a  tUseourn  or  speech 

fret<  agninst   the    silken   bondage."  in  French.     He  rejoined  his  parents 

He  wrote  comments   upon   the  au-  in  Sweden,  whither  they  had  pone 

thors     that    he    read,   amusing    in  for  a  time,  and  where  the  old  life  of 

their     simplicity   and   decisiveness,  gaiety,  formerly  so  irksome,  awaited 

When  about  the  age  of  sixteen  he  him.     His    solitary   and    somewhat 

went  to  the  College  Sainie-Barbe,  of  stilted  figure   in   the  gay  circle  in 

whic  '   his  friend  the  Abbe  Nicolle  which  he   mingled  without  interest 

was  the   head.     Here  he  spent  two  seems  to    have  been  an   object  of 

years  in   earnest  study  and  aspira-  ridicule    to  some  of    the    Swedish 

tion,  and  formed  friendships  which  ladies.      ^^Pednnt    et     aftier,^*   one 

he  retained  through  life.     The  great  of  them    afterwards   told  him   she 

thouirht  which  never  ceased  to  ani-  had  thought  him ;  and  coming  from 

mate  him,  which  became,  in  fact,  the  clever  and  charming  lips,  the  words 
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wounded  him  keenly,  and  probably  the  same  page,  far  more  congenial 
did  him  good.  But  if  he  was  for-  studies  than  Kant,  or  even  *Hhe 
mal  on  the  surface  at  this  time  in  great  Schelling/'  of  whom  he  speaks 
the  consciousness  of  the  grandeur  of  as  **  so  ill  understood  in  France.*' 
his  youthful  aims,  he  was  sharply  Grattan  particularly  attracted  him 
observant,  as  ho  always  was,  of  all  *^  as  the  unwearied  champion  of  the 
that  he  saw  or  heard,  and  his  jour-  greatest  of  causes  ;*'  and  the  same 
nal  contains  "an  extremely  lively  cause  consecrated  for  him  the  elo- 
sketch**  of  the  Swedish  Court  and  quence  and  labours  of  0*Connell,  in 
its  surroundings — the  swaggering  a  manner  that  now  seems  marvellous 
"  trooper  monarch  (Bcrnadotte)  and  and  hardly  credible  in  our  eyes, 
his  wife,  who  had  been  an  inn-  Inspired  by  enthusiasm  for  the 
keeper* s  daughter  before  becoming  Catholic  champion  of  Ireland,  he 
a  queen.**  He  studied  also  care-  resolved  to  make  an  expedition  to 
fully  the  institutions  of  Sweden,  as  that  country.  His  purpose  was  tem- 
his  elaborate  article  on  the  subject  porarily  interrupted  by  the  illness 
only  a  year  later  proves.  And  fore-  and  death  of  his  sister,  and  also  by 
roost  among  all  his  thoughts  came  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  of 
forth  the  great  objects  to  which  he  1830.  He  had  returned  to  France 
had  consecrated  himself — religion  with  his  mother  and  sister,  the 
and  freedom.  Catholicism  was  now  latter  of  whom  suddenly  closed  her 
and  always  to  him  religion,  and  brief  life  by  the  way ;  and  was  alone 
'^Catholicism,  in  order  to  triumph,  with  his  mother  in  Paris  in  the 
must  have  liberty  as  its  ally  and  beginning  of  this  year.  He  was 
tributary  ;** — so  he  writes  to  his  plunged  in  profound  grief  for  her 
friend  Rio,  the  future  historian  of  recent  loss,  and  otherwise  unsettled 
Christian  art,  whom  he  numbered  and  unhappy.  "Sometimes  for  a 
thus  early  among  his  warm  friends,  moment  he  thought  of  becoming  a 
German  philosophy  occupied  some  priest;  sometimes  of  joining  as  a 
share  of  his  attention  by  the  ad-  volunteer  (simple  soldat)  the  expe- 
vice  of  M.  Cousin,  who  continued  dition  to  Algiers,  which  was  then 
for  a  while  his  intellectual  adviser,  setting  out'*  It  is  hardly  necessary 
although  afterwards,  as  may  be  to  say  that  he  carried  out  neither 
supposed,  they  were  much  divid-  purpuse,  but  remained  in  Paris,  pro- 
ed.  ^^  I  am  reading  Kant,  whom  secuting,  among  other  studies,  that  of 
I  find  terribly  difficult*'  ho  wrote  the  law,  and  writing  his  article  on 
to  Rio.  "  M.  Cousin  recommended  Sweden,  which,  on  being  completed, 
me  to  give  myself 'up  entirely  to  was  shown  to  M.  Guizot  with  a 
that  study;  but  I  shall  not  follow  view  to  its  publication  in  the  *Re- 
his  advice.**  Nothing  was  less  vue  Fran^aisc,'  of  which  he  was 
likely.  Montalembert*s  mind,  with  editor.  The  article  was  duly  pub- 
all  its  noble  and  powerful  impulses,  lished,  but  much  curtailed  in  dimen- 
had  no  affinity  for  such  studies,  sions,  to  the  great  disgust  of  the 
He  was  throughout  life  impatient  young  litterateur.  In  his  journal 
of  sifting  principles  to  their  last  there  is  no  allusion  to  political 
results,  and  holding  them  before  his  matters  at  this  time,  big  as  it  was 
mind  in  pure  rational  abstraction.  witA'  fate  for  France.  He  seems 
His  genius  was  poetic,  rhetorical,  mainly  occupied  with  the  farther 
and  in  a  less  degree  historical,  but  literary  friendships  which  he  now 
in  no  degree  philosophical.  The  formed.  Amon^  others  he  met  and 
speeches  of  Burke  and  Grattan  made  friends  with  Lamartine,  with 
were  therefore,  as  we  gather  from  Sainte - Beuve,      "who,      curiously 
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enough,  was  then  beginning  life  with  time  longer ;  his  visit  to  May- 
something  of  the  same  visionary  reli-  nooth,  and  the  striking  scene  de- 
S'ous  enthusiasm  which  stimulated  scribed  by  his  own  pen  of  the  mass 
ontalembert  himself;"  also  with  which  he  saw  in  a  country  chapel, 
Victor  Hugo,  "  then  the  poet  of  all  **  the  men  kneeling  in  the  mud,  all 
sweet  and  virtuous  things,"  cherish-  imcovered,  though  the  rain  fell  in 
ing  the  hope  of  **  a  universal  religious  torrents  and  the  mud  quivered  be- 
restoration  and  rebirth  of  the  world.''  neath  them."  The  experiences  of 
Now  also  he  formed  his  first  con-  the  journey  served  to  dispel  some  of 
nection  with  the  *  Correspondaut,'  his  illusions.  But  it  was  also  the 
the  same  well-known  Catholic  peri-  turning-point  of  his  life,  deepening 
odical  to  which  he  contributed  all  his  ardent  devotion  to  Catholicism, 
his  life.  and  confirming  in  him  the  hitherto 

At  length,  in  the  end  of  July  and  half -resolved  purpose   to  give  hira- 

on  the  very  eve  of  the  Revolution,  self  to  the  service  of  the  Church 

he  set  out  on  his  projected  journey  and  of  Freedom  !    These  twin  ideals 

to  Ireland.      The  news  of  the  re-  of  his  young  enthusiasm  seemed  to 

overthrow  of  the  elder  Bourbon  race  him   united  in    the    Irish    Church, 

overtook  him  in  London,  and  in  hot  sitting    like   "  a  dethroned  queen " 

eagerness  to  be  in  the  midst  of  the  among  her  people,  the  guardian  of 

political  fray,  he  returned  to  Paris;  their  faith    and  of  their  rights,  all 

but  only  to  be  sent  away  again  by  the  more  glorious  in  her  rags  and 

his  father,    **  somewhat  discomfited  poverty     to     his     dazzled     vision, 

and  discouraged,  and  full  of  many  Here  was  an  object  worthy  of  all 

conflicting     thoughts."       He     had  his  ardour  and  labour!     Here  reli- 

longed,  in  the  first  moment  of  ex-  gion  was  the  emblem,  not  of  success- 

altation,   to    fight  for  the    people;  ful  power,  but  of  patient  suffering, 

but  the  people  were  no  sooner  vie-  Here  she   was   plainly  on  the  side 

torious  than  his  sympathies  cooled,  of  the  people,  while  Protestantism 

As  all  his  life  showed,  a  cause  when  was  represented  by  a  cruel  Anglo- 

triumphant  had  no  attractions  for  Irish  aristocracy  and  a  barren  hier- 

him.     '*  Je  n'aime    pas    les  causes  archy !     This  was  the  tone  which  he 

victorieuses,"  he  said ;  and  his  life  is  brought  away  with  him  from   Irc- 

a  continued  illustration  of  the  truth  land,  and  to  which  he  gave  vent  in 

of  the  statement     The  interests  of  the  following  year    in    *L*Avenir.' 

his  family,  moreover,  were  seriously  There,  in  his  *  Lettre  sur  le  Catholi- 

embroiled ;   and  as  he  resumed  his  cisme  en  Irlande,'  he  drew  **  the  tpost 

journey  to  Ireland,  he  began  to  pon-  terrible  picture  of  the  impositions 

der,  with  the  precocious  confidence  of  the  Irish  Established  Church  and 

characteristic   of    him,    that   "free-  the  wrongs  of  the  Catholics."     No- 

dom  never  gains  anything  by  such  thing,   perhaps,   can    give  a  better 

violent  movements. '*  idea    of     the     essential    defect    in 

We  cannot  touch  upon  the  inci-  Montalembert's  political  instincts — 

dents  of  his  Irish  journey,  so  graphi-  the  singular  incapacity  which  char- 

cally   described  by   Mrs.    Oliphant ;  acterised  him  now,  and  more  or  less 

his  visit  to   "the  great  Dictator;"  always— even  after  his  illusions  had 

and  his   disenchantment  both  with  been  broken  in  pieces  in  the  harsh- 

OTonnell  hims&lf  and  his  eloquence;  est  manner — of  getting  down  to  the 

the  ^*  sweet  Irish  girls  "  at  the  house  hard  basis  of  fact  or  reality  in  the 

of  Lord  Donoughmore,  with  whom  great  movements  of  his   tima      It 

ho    read    poetry,   and    with   whom  was,  no  doubt,  a  charming  enthusi- 

he  fain  would  have    stayed    some  asm  m  the  young  Catholic,  which 
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led  him  so  to  idealise  the  Church  of  bondage.      If  she  is  not  free  as  a 

the  Irish  pcascantry  ;  but  an  enthu-  teacher,  her  essential  vitality  is  at- 

siam  which   blinJs  while   it  exalts,  tacked    and    endangered.      And   so 

and  which  can  transmute  even  the  far  Montalemhert  was  undoubtcdlv 

ugliest  features  into  a  divine  vision,  right  in    the    lona:    warfare    which 

is  a  dangerous  gift.    More  than  once  he  waged,  and  which   ho  at  length 

Montalemhert   was    destined    to  be  carried  to  a  successful  issue,  for  lib- 

the  victim  of  such  enthusiasm.  crty   of  religious   instruction.     But 

The  first  great  epoch  of  his  public  the   Church  —  above    all,    the    Ro- 

life,   which   Mrs.    Oliphant  has  ap-  man     Catholic     Church — is    every- 

propriatcly     entitled      **L*Avenir —  where   a    great   political   institution 

*  God  and  Liberty/ "  was  the  natural  as   well   as  a  teacher.     She  claims 

'   .'rorae   of   his    Irish   Catholic  en-  not  merely  moral  but  social  and  poli- 

liiusiasm.     It  is  somewhat  absurd,  tical  rights  of  the  most  extended  and 

while  extremely  interesting,  to  trace  pervading  character.     The  time  had 

the  influence  of  O'Connell,  and  the  been  in  France,  as  in  other  countries, 

st;nd  which  he  was  supposed  to  be  when    she    not    only    monopolised 

making  for  national    and    Catholic  the    rights    of    education,    but  the 

freedom,    upon  the   movement  now  rights  of  the  family,  and  in  a  large 

initiated   in   France,    of    which   the  degree  the  rights  of  the  State.     And 

famous  newspaper  *  L*Avenir '   was  her  use  of  these  rights  had  not  been 

the  expression.     France  was  in  one  encouraging.      A  theocracy  *'free  to 

of  its  fits  of  "Liberal"  ecstasy.  "The  use  every  faculty  for  the  advantage 

Charter  —  the    free    institutions    it  and  succour  of  man  '* — which  "  free 

guaranteed,      the     self-government  itself,    should   be    the    natural    de- 

which   it   held  out  to  the  hopes  of  fender  of  all  liberty — which,  acting 

the   nation — was   the    popular   idol,  on    God's  laws,   and  not  on  man^s, 

But  in  the  midst  of  this  impetuous  should   be   the   same  everywhere — 

rush  towards  political  freedom,  the  awful  to  the  evil-doer,  tender  to  the 

Church  remained  in  bondage."   Why  penitent,  making  religion   a   reality 

should   this  be   so  ?    Why   should  and   not  a  form '' — is  a  fair  ideal ; 

the  Church  not  bo  free   as  well  as  but  then  there  never  has  been  such 

the  State,  with  right  to  appoint  her  a  theocracy.     And  statesmen  have 

own   bishops  and  educate  her  own  to  deal  with*  facts  and  not  ideals, 

children  as  she  wished  ?    The  gene-  The  worst  that  can  be  said  for  the 

ral  question  is   one  which  it   is  far  French  statesmen  of  the  Revolution 

beyond  our  present  purpose  to  pur-  of  1830  is,  that  their  experience  of 

sue,   and    which  it  can   hardly  be  ecclesiastical  power  had   been  such 

said   that   the    enthusiastic   writers  as    to  shako  their  faith  in  religious 

of   *L'Avenir,'    with    all    their   ear-  ideals,  or  even  religious  truths  alto- 

nestness  and  ability,  opened  to  its  gethcr.     In  th^  infidel  reaction  fol- 

dcpths.     For  the  primary  question,  lowing  the  great  Revolution  France 

which   is   an   essential  condition  of  had    been  allowed   to    sink    into   a 

any  true  answer  being  returned  to  withering  and  hopeless  secularism, 

the  other,   they  never  fairly  asked  nipping  its  youthful  national  life  at 

themselves.  What  is  the  liberty  of  the  root,  and  yielding  a  stunted  har- 

the  Church  ?     Is  it  moral,  or   is  it  vest  of  many  evils,  ihe  end  of  which 

also  political  ?     If  the  Church  is  re-  is  not  yet.      It  was  not  only  a  noble 

strained  by  any  power  outside  of  her-  but   a   true   enthusiasm  which   led 

self  from  communicating  freely  the  Montalemhert  and  his  colleagues  to 

Truth  which  she  holds  as  a  sacred  vindicate  a  place  for  religion  in  the 

treasure    im}»artod    to   her   for   the  national    life    and    government,    to 

good  of    men,    she  is  certainly  in  proclaim  that  society  without  God 
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is  a  soulless  and  corrupting  mass  authority.     Tho  result  shook,  as  it 
never  far  from  anarchy.     But  that  could  hardly   help   doing,    not  only 
they  should   have   seen   any   model  his  Catholicism,  but  his  faith.     Pro- 
for   their  mission   in    the  work    of  portioned  to  the  intensity  and  hon- 
(VConnell,*    or    that    they    should  csty   with   which  he   had  given  up 
have   been   capable   of  so  little  his-  his  mind   to  Rome,  while   leaving  it 
toricnl   and    rational  analysis   as   to  opin  on  the  side  of  political   theory 
identify   religion    with   the  Catholic  and   action,   was   the  agitation   into 
Church    in     Ireland,      or    even     in  which     the    scheming    indifference 
France,    this  was  an    indication    at  of  the  Papal  Court  threw  him.     He 
once  of   weakness  and  of  falsehood  retired  to  work  out  anew  for  himself 
in   their   position    which  gave   sure  the  whole  theory,  not  only  of  politi- 
pre*<age   of    their     downfall.       The  cal  but  of   religious   duty,  with  con- 
very  Church  they   wished  to  serve,  sequences   which    filled  his    former 
to  whose  cause  they  had  consecrated  friends  with  alarm  and  terror.     They 
with  such   touching  earnes  ness   all  retired  submissively.     Rome  claimed 
their    gifts,   repudiated     their     aid.  their  obedience,  we  shall  not  say  in 
The  Court   of   Rome  understood  its  defiance   of    their    reason — for    the 
own  mission    better   than   they  did.  question  of   reason    against  Church 
It  admitted  *'  their  good  intentions,"  authority  never  occurred  to  them — 
but  at  the  same  time   silenced  them  but  irrespective  of  their  own  judg- 
as  inspired  by  a  zeal  without  discre-  ment  and   views    altogether.      This 
tion  in  the  treatment  of  "supremely  is   quite     an     intelligii  le     position, 
delicate  questions"  !  No  one  can  know  anything  of  either 
Never  was   there  anything  more  Lacordaire    or     Montalembert    who 
pathetic  in  its  way  than  the  journey  supposes  that  they  were  influenced 
made    by     Lamennais,     Lacordaire,  by   any   mere    personal     considera- 
and    Montalembert     to     Rome,      in  tions.     No  men  probably  ever  acted 
search   of  light  and   guidance,  and,  under  a  higher  sense  of  duty ;  only 
if  possible,  approval  in  the  cause  on  they  never   thought  of   duty  in  the 
which  they   had   entered.     To  Mon-  case  apart  from    the   Pope.     When 
talembert  it  was  a  matter  of  far  less  they  saw  what  the  result  was  likely 
moment    than   to    others   what   the  to   be,    they    quietly    and     without 
great    oracle   might   say.     True,  his  struggle     bowed     the    knee.       The 
faiih  was  not  less  sincere  or  ardent  position   is   intelligible,    but    hardly 
than     theirs ;    but    he    was  as   yet  great  or  magnanimous.     Submission 
merely  a  young  writer.     They  were  may  be  heroic  in  a  grave    practical 
both   priests,    and     Lamennais    one  crisis,  which  admits  of  no  argument, 
whose   fame    had    already    reached  but   it  is   hardly  so  in  questions  of 
through   the   whole   Catholic  world,  truth  and  right,  which  have  roused 
and   attracted   to   him    personal   re-  the     conscience   as     well     as     the 
spect  from  the  late  occupant  of  the  judgment   to   vigorous  action.     We 
Holy   See.     It  was   for   him   above  confess  to   following  Lamennais   in 
all.   therefore,  a  matter   of   life  and  his   disdainful  retirement    with   far 
dca'h  how   his   conduct   should    be  more   interest   than  we  contemplate 
viewed,  and   whether  the   principles  the  "  Catholic     submission  '*  of   his 
to  which  he  had   only  reached  after  colleagues.       Duty  loses   its   higher 
long  scrutiny  and   in  the   maturity  heroism  when  it  loses  individuality 
of  his  years   (he   was   already  fifty)  and  passes  into  blind  self-surrender, 
should    be     sanctioned     by    Papal  Driven     from    his    career    as    a 

*  *'  The  cause,"  Bays  Lacordaire,  '*was  Uic  same,  the  means  alike,  the  talent  equal. 
However,  the  difficuUies  were  greater  for  M.  dc  Lamennais  than  for  O'Connell." 
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journalist  by  Papal  disapproval,  and  And  the  result  of  all  was,  he  be- 
unable  until  he  was  twenty- five  to  came  so  captivated  with  the  subject 
enter  upon  his  political  duties  as  a  that  he  resolved  to  give  the  world 
peer  of  France  (his  father  had  died  an  account  of  the  saint  in  a  fresher 
in  the  interval),  Montalembert  betook  and  more  attractive  form.  St 
himself  to  travel  in  Germany  ;  and  Elizabeth  became  for  the  time  his 
here  in  the  course  of  his  wanderings  heroine — the  centre  of  his  wander- 
caught  his  first  genuine  literary  inspi-  ings.  He  tried  in  vain  to  visit  her 
ration.  Hitherto  he  had  only  written  cradle  at  Presburg,  in  far-off  Hun- 
articles  chiefly  of  a  political  tenor,  gary ;  but  the  Wartburg,  "  where  she 
He  now  encountered  accidentally  came  as  a  child,  and  where  she 
an  historical  and  sacred  subject  loved  as  a  girl,  and  was  married  to 
fitted  to  call  forth  all  the  best  a  husband  as  tender  and  pious  as 
qualities  of  his  genius.  He  had  herself,"  was  within  easy  distance, 
come  to  Marburg  on  his  way  to  and  thither  he  bent  his  steps, 
iVankfort.  This  little  town  is  beau-  tracing  hero  and  elsewhere  all  me- 
tifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  morials  within  reach  of  this  saintly 
Lahn,  and  is  strangely  rich  both  in  vision  which  had  arisen  before  him. 
Catholic  and  Protestant  associations.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  impartial 
The  beautiful  church  of  St.  Eliza-  biographer  should  have  to  note  his 
beth— one  of  the  finest  in  Germany,  narrowness  in  the  midst  of  his  gener- 
with  its  two  stately  towers — carries  ous  enthusiasm.  The  presence  of 
the  mind  back  to  the  thirteenth  Luther  hardly  seems  to  have  been 
century,  and  all  the  sad  yet  lovely  felt  by  him  at  Marburg  ;  but  at 
self-sacrifice  of  that  most  tender  and  the  Wartburg  it  was  impossible  to 
exalted  of  medieval  saints;  while  escape  the  rival  association.  The 
the  grand  old  Burg  crowning  the  burly  figure  of  the  German  Reformer 
heights  along  which  the  town  lies,  obtruded  everywhere  here.  "Every- 
recalls  the  famous  conference  be-  thing,"  he  exclaims,  indignantly, 
twixt  Luther  and  Zwingli  which  "is  Luther."  With  all  the  gener- 
took  place  in  its  now  deserted  halL  osity  of  his  nature,  he  could  find  no 
There  are  few  spots  more  pictur-  room  in  his  heart  for  the  great  Ger- 
esque  in  themselves,  or  more  pictur-  man  Reformer.  **  The  Wartburg  was 
esque  in  the  memories  which  start  to  him  like  another  Holy  Land  in 
around  the  steps  of  the  historical  the  possession  of  the  infidels."  And 
student  Montalembert  reached  it  so  the  Lutheran  worship  was  cold 
on  the  /ete-dsij  of  St  Elizabeth,  of  and  repellent,  without  any  solemnity, 
whom  apparently  he  then  knew  although  there  are  few  things  more 
little  or  nothing.  He  visited  the  delightjful  to  this  day  than  to  see 
church,  in  which,  "now  devoted  to  the  church  of  the  holy  Elizabeth 
the  Lutheran  worship,"  he  found  filled  with  a  congregation  chiefly  of 
"  no  trace  of  any  special  solemnity  Hessian  peasants  in  their  bright  and 
except  that  in  honour  of  the  day ;  curious  costumes,  and  to  hear  their 
and  contrary  to  Protestant  custom,  hearty  praise  swell  through  the 
it  was  open."  He  roamed  through  beautiful  aisles  and  along  the  fretted 
its  vast  and  desolate  aisles,  "  still  vault  of  the  old  church.  It  is  surely 
young  in  their  elegant  and  airy  a  pleasant  and  elevating  thought  to 
lightness."  He  searched  out  witn  recognise  the  identity  of  the  simple- 
difficulty  a  life  of  the  saint,  written  hearted  devotion  which,after  so  many 
by  the  Lutheran  superintendent,  change^,  still  finds  its  shrine  here, 
whom  he  found  to  be  a  man  "  as  w^ith  all  that  was  real  in  that  ancient 
intelligent  as  a  Protestant  can  be."  worship  which  was  dear  to  the  Saint 
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of    the    thirteenth    century.       But  fully,    but  with    more  consistency 

Montalemhert  recognised  nothing  of  and  thoroughness  of  finish, 

all  this  with  all  his  love  of  the  past.  Montalembert*s  career  as  a  poH- 

His  historic  insight  was  fine,  minute,  tician  divides  itself  into  two  great 

and    picturesque ;    but    he    lacked  periods :    the    twelye    years    or  so 

depth    of    historic    judgment,    and  which  preceded  the   Revolution   of 

strength   and  range   of    sympathy.  1848,   and  the  four    critical    years 

Here,  as  everywhere,  fact^  with  its  which  succeeded   that  great  event, 

complex  variety  of  association  and  Louis  Philippe  was  chased  from  the 

breadth  of  human  interest,  was  not  throne,  which  he  had  certainly  not 

so  attractive  to  him  as  sentiment,  dignified,  in  Feb.  1848,  and  on  the 

and  the  curious    personation  with  22d  of  January  1852  appeared  the 

which  it  can  invest  the  most  obvious  decree  for  the  confiscation  of  the 

realities.     His   *  Life  of  Saint  Eliza-  property  of  the  House  of  Orleans, 

beth  '  was  published  in  1836;   and  which  happily  led  to  Montalembert*s 

with  all  its  beauty  and  grace  of  out-  instantaneous    withdrawal    from    a 

line,  and  charm  of  portraiture,  it  does  sphere  in  which  he  had  lost  beyond 

not  gainsay  this  judgment.  question  something  of  the  clearness 

Returning  from  his  travels,  Mon-  of    principle    which    had    hitherto 

talembert  married  a  daughter  of  the  guided  him,  and  with  which  all  the 

great  Flemish   family.   Do  Merode,  chivalry  and  nobility  of  his  nature 

sister  of  the  now  well-known  Mon-  were  at  yariance. 

signer  de  Merode  ;  and  after  a  wed-  The  first  of  these  periods  is  chief- 

dingtrip  to  Switzerland  and   Italy,  ly  marked  by  his  great  struggle  on 

ho  settled  in   Paris,   and  fully  en-  the    question    of    education.       His 

tered  upon  his   distinguished  pub-  arena  was  of  course  the  Chamber  of 

lie  career.     Space  would  fail  us  to  Peers,    to  a  seat  in  which  he  suc- 

follow  him   through  its   successive  ceeded  on  the  death  of  his  father, 

stages,      admirably     described      in  The  French   Upper  House  did  not 

Mrs.     Oliphant's     second     volume,  possess   the  historic  dignity  or  au- 

A  very  difiicult  task   could    hardly  thority  of  our  House  of  Lords,  and 

have    been    executed    better,    and  being  an  artificial  creation,  was  des- 

tho  strength  as  well  as  the  tender-  tincd  soon  to  disappear  before   the 

ncss  and  felicity  of  her  genius  comes  violence  of  popular  tumult.     In  the 

out    nowhere    more    clearly     than  midst  of  such  a  formal  assembly  the 

in  her  treatment  of  this  part  of  her  voice  of  Montalemhert  sounded  with 

subject.    We  cannot  say  that  the  se-  a  surprise  half-pleasant,  half-terrible, 

cond  volume  of  the  Memoir  is  more  always  awakening.     It  stirred  like 

interesting  than  the  first,  because  the  a  trumpet  the  dead  echoes  of  the 

first  unveils  that  part  of  Montalem-  place.     He  dared  to  say  anything 

bert's    life    hitherto    least    known,  which  he  felt  to  be  the  truth.     **  He 

the    growth    and    ripening    of    the  could  even,"     says    Sainte  -  Beuve, 

convictions  which  guided  his  life,  "  give  free  course  to  his  mordant  and 

and  the  details  of  which  we  have  incisive  wit,  and  make  personal  at* 

therefore  thought  likely  to  interest  tacks   upon   potentates   and  minvs- 

our  readers ;  but  the  second  volume,  ters," — and  all  with  a  felicity  of  dic- 

if  not  the  more  interesting,  is  the  tion  which  charmed  his  fcllow-pecrs 

more  able  of  the  two.     It  contains  while  it  made   them   shrink.     '*In 

more   substance  and  thought,  and,  one    or    two    cases    the   chancellor 

as    if    conscious    of   the    weightier  called  him  to  order  for  formes  sake ; 

matters    which    she    handles,     the  but  the  favour  which  attends  talent 

writer  holds  her  pen  not  more  grace-  carried  everything  before  it**     '^It 
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was  a  sight  full  of  interest^"  says  I  am  here  to  reconcile  myself  to 
another,  **  to  see  this  ardent,  enthu-  them^  and  I  will  do  so.**  lie  did 
siastic,  impetuous  young  man  rise  so,  as  he  himself  records,  with 
in  the  midst  of  the  Chamher  of  ^'complete  success;**  and  the  con- 
Peers,  composed  almost  entirely  of  sequence  was,  that  his  oratorical 
the  relics  of  past  conditions  of  so-  reputation  never  reached  such  a 
ciety — men  grown  grey  in  public  height  as  in  those  memorable  years, 
business,  conversant  with  politics,  *Mt  was  only  after  1848,**  says 
and  among  whom  experience  had  Sainte-Beuve,  **  that  M.  do  Monta- 
destroyed  enthusiasm — and  disturb  lembert  ceased  to  be  a  party  orator 
with  the  accents  of  an  impassioned  in  order  to  become  an  eloquent  poli- 
voice  the  decent  calm,  the  elegant  tician  {^'orateur  tout  d  faU  poli- 
reserve,  and  the  polite  convention-  ti^t^*).**  His  last  speeches  were  at 
ality  of  their  habitual  discussions,  once  his  most  solid  and  most  bril- 
as  he  vindicated  the  rights  and  in-  liant.  He  had  previously  spoken  for 
terests  of  that  religion  which  was  a  comparatively  small  p2U*ty,  and 
said  to  havt  no  partisans  but  old  been  chiefly  admired  as  their  repre- 
men,  and  no  life  but  in  the  past**  scntative.  He  now  spoke  under  a 
MontaIembcrt*s  eloquence  was  of  consciousness  of  national  importance, 
the  highest  order,  judged  by  that  and  was  admired  and  followed  by 
which,  after  all,  must  be  the  su-  men  from  all  parties.  He  had 
preme  test  of  all  eloquence — the  ^^  ceased  to  see  everything  from  one 
effect  produced  upon  those  who  point  of  view,**  and  became  for  a 
heard  it  It  was  always  impas-  time  not  merely  the  chivalrous 
sioned  and  lofty,  with  a  slight  touch  champion  of  the  rights  of  the 
to  the  British  reader  of  mere  rheto-  Church,  but  a  political  power, 
rical  elevation,  even  in  its  most  fam-  Not  only  in  the  question  of  educa- 
ous  passages,  as  in  his  apostrophe  to  tion,  which  was  so  dear  to  his  heart, 
liberty,  and  his  personification  of  and  to  which  he  had  given,  he  him- 
the  Church  as  a  mother  in  his  great  self  said,  ^'  twenty  years  of  perse- 
speech  in  1849.  The  strength  of  verance  and  self-devotion,**  but  fn 
his  convictions  and  the  fulness  of  many  other  matters,  he  carried  his 
his  own  feeling  carried  with  him  views.  He  succeeded,  and  was  gra- 
for  the  time  even  those  most  op-  tified  by  his  success,  forgetting  his 
posed  to  him.  Interruptions .  only  old  dislike  to  victorious  causes, 
helped  to  swell  the  torrent  of  his  And  all  this  mainly  by  his  elo- 
passion,  or  to  give  a  deeper  barb  quence.  He  worked  hard  as  a 
to  his  invective,  of  which  he  was  member  of  the  Commission,  which, 
a  great  master  when  he  pleased,  under  many  difficulties  and  com- 
Undcr  all  the  sway  of  his  emotion,  promises,  prepared  the  new  law  of 
or  even  the  loudest  reclamations,  he  education  known  as  the  '  Loi  Fal- 
never  lost  self-control,  or  sank,  as  loux  ;*  but  his  influence  was  alwayB, 
so  many  French  speakers  do,  into  even  at  this  time,  due  in  the  main 
hysterical  exaggerations.  His  £ng-  to  his  powers  as  an  orator.  Like 
lish  blood  here  stood  him  in  good  many  other  men  of  the  oratorical  tem- 
stead,  especially  when,  no  longer  in  perament,  he  was  not  fltted  for  Par- 
the  Chambers  of  Peers,  but  in  the  liamentary  diplomacy  and  intrigue, 
National  Assembly,  he  encountered  or  the  many  acts  behind  the  scenes 
the  liveliest  opposition.  **  I  am  not  by  which  political  power  is  often  ac- 
used  to  these  interruptions,  gentle-  quired  and  maintained.  But  when 
men,**  he  said  on  the  first  occasion  fully  excited  in  the  tribune  he  ear- 
on  which  he  addressed  the  new  ried  all  before  him.  Men  who  had 
National  Parliament  of  1848,    "but  otherwise    no    sympathy  with    his 
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opinions  were  driven  forward  by  the  was  not,  and  never  could  be,  a  party 
torrent  of  his  eloquence.  His  great  man  in  the  ordinary  sense;  and 
speech  on  the  Roman  expedition,  this  very  fact  had  greatly  contri- 
was  followed,  says  the  ^  D6bats,*  at  buted  to  his  influence.  But  while 
no  time  a  lover  of  the  orator,  "  bj  not  a  party  man,  and  in  recent  years, 
such  cheers  as  no  one  remembers  to  when  his  eloquence  and  influence 
have  heard  in  any  deliberative  as-  had  reached  their  full  height,  less 
sembly."  Thiers,  his  old  opponent,  a  party  man  than  ever,  he  had  yet 
whose  good  opinion  was  worth  hav-  been  supported  by  the  conscious- 
ing,  said,  ^^He  is  the  most  eloquent  ness  that  he  was  the  champion  of  re- 
of  men,  and  his  speech  the  finest  I  ligion  and  the  Church.  It  was  some- 
have  ever  heard."  Berry er  addressed  thing  very  different  to  look  beyond 
him  in  the  words,  "  Your  strength  the  Church  to  the  nation,  and  to  be 
lies  in  this,  that  you  are  not  abso-  cast,  altogether  apart  from  his  old  at- 
lute,  but  resolute."  tachments,  upon  the  whirling  pool  of 

It  would  have  been  well  for  Mon-    French  politics  which  preceded  the 
talembert,  as  Mrs.  Oliphant  hints,  if    covp  cPitat     Hitherto  he  had  been 
he  had  now  paused  in  his  political    known  to  have  a  certain  clientile  al- 
career.     He  had  gained  the  chief  ob-    ways  behind  him.  "  Now  all  at  once," 
ject  of  his  political  ambition :  he  had    as  his  biographer  says,  "  his  foUow- 
secured  the  freedom  of  religious  in-    ing  failed  him.     He  ceased  to  be  the 
Btruction.     But  the  success  was  for    Catholic    party:    he.  became    plain 
him  in  a  sense  dearly  bought     The    Charles  de  Montalembert — Citoycn 
new  law  of  education,  which  he  re-    de  Montalembert,  as  the  folly  of  the 
garded  as  a  fair  settlement  of  the  ques-    period  entitled  him — a    man    with 
tion,  failed  to  satisfy  the  extreme  and    such  a  voice  as  few  possessed,  but 
most  noisy  section  of  the  Church,    with  only   one  vote — as  much  and 
The  *  Univers '  denounced  the  law,    no  more  than  any  Dupont  or  Dupin 
and  those  who  had  been  successful    in  the  Assembly."     At  first  he  did 
in  carrying  it,  in  its  most  virulent    not  realize  all  the  disadvantages  of 
language.     "Never,"  it   said,  "had    this  change  of  position,  but  gradu- 
the  disorder,    the    impossibility    of    ally  the  sense  of  his  isolation  pressed 
agreement,   the  decay   of    doctrine,    upon  him  painfully.     He   was  des- 
the  disgust  of  fighting  for  the  truth,    tined  to  some  renewed  successes  in 
the    weakness   of    all  hope  in    the    the  Assembly,  and  his  courage  never 
triumph  of  truth  and  justice,  shown    rose  higher  tnan  in  his  famous  attack 
themselves    more    sadly.     Catholic    upon   Socialism.     It  was  then  that, 
ministers  have  afforded  this  spec-    in  allusion  to  the  defence  of  Rome 
tacle.     .     .     .     The  Catholic  party    by  the  Catholic  army   of    France, 
has   lost  its  chiefs,"   whom   it  ac-    a  national   act  which    engaged  his 
cused  of  "  denying  their  principles    keenest  sympathies,  he  uttered  the 
and  uniting  themselves  to  men  like    daring    words,    "We  must  recom- 
M.    Thiers,     in    order    to    prevent    mence  the  expedition  of  Rome  within 
liberty  of  teaching  from  becoming    ourselves"   (expedition  de    Home  d 
law.''    The  revolutionary  press  at-    Vint^rieur),     The  words  were  caught 
tacked  him   on   the  other  side,   as    up,   dissociated  from  their  context, 
having   surrendered    his    principles    and  made  the  occasion  of  virulent 
and    consistency.      He    felt    these    comment,   not  only  in  the  French 
attacks  somewhat  bitterly.     He  was    but  in  the  English  press.     Unsup- 
lef  t  without  natural  support  or  back-    ported  by  his  old  ecclesiastical  con- 
ing from  either   side.     He  had  no    nection,  denounced  by  the  advano- 
longer  a  definite  role  to  play  in  the    ing  revolution,    imperfectly    united 
political  arena.     It  was  true  that  he    to    the  moderate  or    constitutional 
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party,  of  whom  Thiers  may  be  said  to  mirers  of  his    genius  must  allow, 

be  the  representative,   he  was  left  Even  the  coup  d'etat,  with  all  its 

without  any  clear  clue  amidst  the  horrors,  failed  to  break  his  dream ; 

growing  perplexities  of  the  political  and  it  was  only    on  the  January 

situation.  following     (22d      January      1852), 

This  confusion,  aided  undoubt-  when  the  decree  for  confiscating  the 
edly  by  that  fair  and  generous  Orleans  property  appeared,  that  the 
enthusiasm  which  was  always  en-  veil  fell  from  his  eyes.  His  famous 
chanting  his  vision,  must  be  held  to  letter  of  the  previous  December 
he  the  explanation  of  his  conduct  (December  12),  in  which  he  urged 
before  and  after  the  coup  cPetat  the  claims  of  Louis  Napoleon  upon 
Strange  as  it  appears  in  the  light  of  the  support  of  Catholics,  was  one 
his  more  mature  opinions,  he  believed  which  all  his  friends  desired  to  for- 
in  Louis  Napoleon,  Thiers,  "  old  get,  and  to  which  he  himself  never 
statesman  and  man  of  the  world,**  afterwards  cared  to  allude, 
when  he  heard  of  the  President's  The  nineteen  years  which  follow- 
reelection  on  the  10th  of  December,  ed  the  close  of  his  public  career  were 
saw  with  a  clear  vision  what  was  in  some  respects  the  most  honour- 
coming,  and  exclaimed,  **  L*£mpire  able,  as  they  were  probably,  with  all 
est  fait;"  but  ^^to  Montalembert's  their  sad  reflections  for  the  state  of 
more  generous,  more  believing  mind,  his  country,  not  the  least  happy  of 
such  cynical  behef  of  all  good  mo-  his  life.  The  researches  in  which 
tives  and  confidence  in  all  evil  ones  he  engaged  with  a  view  to  his  great 
was  impossible.  He  even  held  up  in  work,  ^  The  Monks  of  the  West," 
his  wonderful  simplicity  this  very  were  in  themselves  a  constant  source 
saying  of  Thiers,  admitting  the  truth  of  delightful  activity.  It  is  impos- 
of  it ;  doing  more, — admitting  that  sible  to  read  the  introduction  to  this 
the  mass  of  the  peasants  who  voted  work — the  two  first  volumes  of  which 
for  Louis  Napoleon  believed  they  appeared  in  1860 — ^without  seeing 
were  voting  for  an  Emperor ;  and  how  much  happiness  he  had  in  these 
then  called  upon  France  and  the  researches,  and  the  task  of  composi- 
world  to  see  how  wrong  were  the  tion  which  followed.  After  enumer- 
meaner  interpretations  of  this  man's  ating  his  labours  **  in  search  of  a 
motives,  and  how  just  his  own  gen-  date,  of  a  fact,  of  a  name,  of  a  strik- 
erous  belief  in  his  truth  and  virtue,  ing  or  speaking  detail,**  and  his  pro- 
*Has  he  responded  to  that  idea?  longed  interview  with  *^so  many 
Has  he  shown  the  least  appearance  great  and  holy  souls  who  came  out  of 
of  yielding  to  those  imperial  sympa-  the  shadow  of  the  past  to  reveal 
thics  V  cries  the  generous  advocate,  themselves  by  their  acts  or  their 
*  No :  he  came  here  loyally,  honour-  writings,"  he  exclaims, — "  all  these 
ably,  instantly,  to  this  tribune  to  pure  and  profound  enjoyments  of 
take  to  the  *  Constitution  and  to  the  a  conscientious  historian — behold 
Republic*  an  oath  which  he  has  them  finished  I*'  **  Things  won  arc 
never  broken  1***  done:  joy*s  soul  lies  in  the  doing.** 

It  is  needless  to  trace    the    his-  His  visits  to  England,   partly  in 

tory  of  Montalembert*s  disillusions,  pursuit  of  the  same  object,  were  also 

and  the  bitter  succession  of  events  full  of  pleasure  to  him.     His  fame 

which  proved  his  generous  words,  had  grown  in  some  degree  from  the 

in  his  biographer*s  language,  to  be  very  fact  of  his  retireanent  from  a 

"folly"  — a    "folly    half    divine;*'  pohtical    career.    The   purity    and 

but  nevertheless  indicative  of  that  disinterestedness   of   his  diaracter. 

lack  of  insight,  that  defective  grasp  the  brilliancy  of   his  literary    and 

of  reality,  which  the  warmest  ad-  oratorical  gifts,   the  mellowed  wis- 
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dom  and  breadth  of  judgment  that  cynical  interest  in  his  village  neigh- 
had  come  with  advancing  years  and  hours,  who  were  sometimes  disposed 
leisure  for  calm  reflection^all  served  to  to  be  troublesome.     He  appears  to 
gather  honour  around  his  name,  and  have  been  the  happiest  of  nusbands 
to  draw  to  him  the  love  and  admir-  and  fathers ;  and  the  brief  glimpses 
ation  of  many  who  could  only  im-  of  his  English  correspondence  with 
perfectly  sympathise  with  the  special  his  daughters — for  he  liked  to  write 
aims  of  his  political  ambition.    Many  to  them  in  the  language  familiar  to 
who  met  him  during  these  visits  re-  his  own  youth — are  as  bright,  ten- 
member  the  charm  of  his  manners,  der,  and  beautiful  as  can  be.     He 
at  once  graceful  and  manly,  and  the  had     been    threatened   with    some 
vein  of  good  sense  and  play  of  hu-  grave  malady  even  before  he  quitted  ' 
mour  which  lay  beneath  all  his  re*  public  life ;    and    during    his    last 
ligious  enthusiasm,  and  lit  up   his  years,   in   which    he    continued    to 
tidk  in  a  degree  which  could  hardly  work  with  unabated  enthusiasm  at 
be  supposed  by  those  who  merely  his  great  work,   he  suffered    from 
knew  aim    from    his  writings.     It  constantly- recurring  attacks  of  this 
was  somewhat  difiScult  to  realise  in  malady.     At  last,   he    was    unable 
the  shrewd  and  highly-accomplished  to  work,  apparently  for  nearly  three 
man  of  the  world,  all  whose  words  years  before  his  death.      He    had 
were  weighty  with  incisive  and  prac-  "  no  chance  and  no   hope,"   as  ho 
tical  meaning,  the  historian  of  clois-  said,  of  recovery,  and  only  desired 
tered  saints  and  medieval   legends,  to  leave  the  world  as  quickly  as 
His  reputation  probably  reached  its  possible.     In  this  strain  he  wrote  in 
highest    point    when    the    Imperial  February  1869.      He    survived    for 
authorities  were  sc^  ill  advised   in  more    than  a  year,  and  died  wbm 
1858  as  to  prosecute  him   for    an  out  with  suffering,  but  in  the  full 
alleged  secret  attack  upon  the  Em-  consciousness  of  aU  his  powers,  on 
pire  in  an  article  which  he  published  the  18th  of  March  1870. 
m  the   *  Correspondant,'   giving  an        A  braver  or  more  chivalrous  spirit 
account  of  the  famous  debate  in  the  never  passed  from  earth.     He  was  a 
House  of  Commons  on  Lord  Can-  veritable  mi7^  (7Art«^^ — Chevalier  de 
ning's    proclamation    as    Governor-  V Egliee^hs  he  liked  to  describe  his 
General  of  India.     Ilis  prosecution  monastic  heroes.     He  was  much  he- 
proved  a    signal    triumph    to    him  sides — a  picturesque    historian,    an 
in  idl  respects,  and  had  the  singular  eloquent  orator,  a  keen  and  in  many 
advantage  of  presenting  him  for  the  respects  enlightened  politician ;  but 
last  time  before   the  world  in  the  his  religious  chivalry  was  the  essence 
attitude  which,  above  all,  he  would  of  his  nature.     No  monk  of  old  ever 
have  probably  most  desired,^-of  an  consecrated    himself    with  a  more 
advocate  for    the    freedom  of    the  cordial  devotion   to  the  service  of 
press,  on  behalf  of  which  he  had  God  and  the  Church.     No  knight 
made  his  first  speech  in  the  Cham-  ever  fought  more  gallantly  for  the 
her  of  Peers  in  1886.  cause  dear  to  his  heart     Shall  we 
During  these  latter  years  he  lived  say,  in  the  view  especially  of   his 
partly  in  Paris,  but  for  the  most  last  words  on  the  doctrine  of  Infal- 
part  in  his  country    home  in    the  libility— which  he  struggled  against 
Cdt^  d^Or,  known  as  La  Roche  en  to  the  last,  and  yet  was  prepared  to 
Breny.     Mrs.  Oliphant  has  given  a  accept   when   once    proclaimed — no 
charming  description  of  his  family  hero  of  the  cloister  ever  offered,  as 
and    literary  life  in   this    fine    old  the  sacrifice  and  service  of  his  faith, 
house— K>f  his  delight  in  the  growth    higher  powers  or  a  more  entire — 
of  his  trees,  and  his  pleasant  half-    oiuy  too  entire ! — self-submission  ? 
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When  Pascal  said  that  the  host 
books  are  those  which  each  reader 
thinks  he  could  have  written  him- 
selff  he  must  have  restricted  his 
moaning  to  those  books  which  are 
spun  out  of  the  writer^s  innermost 
cogitations  on  what  he  sees — books 
of  observation  and  reflection  on 
the  life,  manners,  movement,  and 
thought  around  him.  No  reader 
thinks  he  could  have  written  a  his- 
tory or  a  scientific  work  without 
previous  training.  It  is  books  which 
make  man  their  study, — man,  his 
character,  motives,  his  general  por- 
traiture,— which  under  certain  points 
of  excellence  seem  easy  writing ;  for 
the  subject  lies  open  to  us  all.  No- 
thing, as  our  authority  says,  is  more 
common  than  les  bonnes  ehoses 
(things  worth  noting  and  saying). 
They  are  all  within  our  reach,  and 
even  known  to  everybody.  People 
strain  after  excellence;  expect  to 
find  it  in  things  strange  and  ex- 
traordinary. They  should  rather 
stoop  and  look  close.  It  is  near  at 
hand.  The  only  question  is  how  to 
distinguish  it ;  and  this  is  precisely 
what  ordinary  people  do  not  miss 
in  themselves — a  keen  discernment ; 
an  eye  to  see  what  lies  before  them. 
When  a  thing  is  said  to  them  or 
read  by  them  which  they  have  had 
equal  opportunities  of  finding  out, 
they  suppose  it  a  mere  accident  that 
they  never  thought  it  before ;  or  per- 
haps they  do  not  recognise  it  to  be 
new  as  well  as  true.  And  yet  what 
excellence  is  more  distinctive  and 
iacommanicable  than  insight,  the 
quality  constituting  the  worth  and 
ciiarm  of  the  author  now  lying  be- 
fore us,  who  himself  has  written, 
''^AfUr  the  spirit  of  insight  and  dis- 
camment,  the  rarest  things  in  this 
world  are  diamonds  and  pearls,"  and 
has  warned  people  especCally  against 


acting  on  the  impression  that  to 
write  of  what  passes  under  their 
eyes  is  easy;  counselling  them,  if 
they  condescend  to  be  imitators  at 
all,  to  take  any  style  and  subject 
for  their  model  rather  than  the  writ- 
ers who  spin  out  of  themselves, 
tirent  de  leurs  entraille*^  all  that  they 
express  upon  paper?  The  warn- 
ing is  needed,  for  there  is  this 
especial  temptation  to  imitate  them, 
that  it  is  on  the  trite  and  threadbare 
(under  common  hands)  that  these 
writers  qui  eerivent  par  humeur,  que 
le  eaurfait  parler,  leave  their  mark 
— as,  for  instance,  these  two  French- 
men. The  sombre  genius  of  Pascal 
added  a  new  sadness  to  death  in 
the  reflection,  Je  mourrai  seuL  The 
social  spirit  of  La  Bruydre  derives 
comfort  from  death's  universality. 
We  are  all  in  the  same  boat  It 
might  have  been  worse.  *'  If  of  all 
men  some  died  and  others  not,  to 
die  would  then  be  a  desolating 
affliction.'*  Both  are  alike  removed 
from  the  conventional,  Justice-Shal  - 
low  recognition  of  a  fact  they  can- 
not grasp.  ^^  Certain,  'tis  certain, 
very  sure,  very  sure,  death,  as  the 
Psalmist  saith,  is  certain  to  all.  All 
shall  die.  How  a  good  yoke  of 
oxen  at  Stamford  fair." 

It  is,  in  truth,  the  characteristic  of 
all  good  books  of  this  class,  and  that 
in  a  special  sense,  that  nobody  could 
have  written  them  but  their  authors. 
Wherever  we  find  thorn  they  arc 
models  an^  masterpieces  of  style. 
This,indeed,i8  an  essential  of  their  ex- 
istence. Good  writing  is  exact  writ- 
ing. It  is  delineation  and  thought 
sensitively  true  in  touch  and  outline  ; 
and  to  express  a  man's  own  concep- 
tions, he  has  in  a  certain  sense  to 
invent  his  own  medium.  Every 
good  style  is  instinct  with  a  double 
truth — the   thing    drawn    and    the 


1872.]                                          La  Brut/ire,  fill 

artist  who  draws  it.    He  does  not  mainly  as  a  satirist     The  following 

— that  is,  ho  ought  not — to  aim  at  age  regarded  him  as  a  moralist:  it 

anything  hut  the  rendering  of  his  was  as  a  moralist  that  he  interested 

Buhject ;  hut  he  can  only  do  this  in  and  occupied  men^s  thoughts.     And 

his  own  way.     His  truth  hecomes  a  this  preoccupation   lasted   into   fho 

truism  in  another's  wording ;  his  dis-  early  years  of  this  present  century. 

coTeries  vanish  unless  he  himself  de-  In  our  own  time  men  regard  him 

dares  them.     For,  old  as  is  the  study  as  a  writer,  and  more  than  a  writer, 

of   humanity,    nothing  is  tolerahle  as  an  artist** 

that  can  he  written  about  it  unless  There  are  reasons  in  these  days 
it  has  flashed  on  some  mind  as  a  why  we  should  all  turn  to  these 
new  thought,  and  been  delivered  classical  writers  with  a  particular 
with  that  close,  careful  rendering  inclination  and  interest,  from  the 
which  makes  style  and  thought  in-  importance  they  attributed  to  die- 
separable  and  almost  convertible  tion,  and  the  sense  of  duty  they 
terms.  ^*  Horace  or  Despreaux  have  attached  to  it  A  thing  was  not 
said  it  before  you,"  was  the  criticism  said  at  all  until  it  was  put  in  a  well- 
La  Bruy^re  had  to  combat  It  was  fitting  and  graceful  garb.  They  felt 
through  his  style  that  he  justified  obscurity  which  any  pains  of  theirs 
himself.  "  I  believe  it  on  your  could  obviate — an  obscurity  not  in 
word,"  is  his  answer ;  "  but  I  have  the  nature  of  the  subject — as  a  crime 
said  it  (eomme  mien)  in  my  way.  and  disgrace.  They  would  not  de- 
May  not  I  think  true  thoughts  sist  or  think  their  work  complete 
after  them  as  others  will  think  them  till  it  had  received  the  last  touch, 
after  me  ?"  It  is  not  so  much  the  Writing  needed  as  much  training  as 
thought  he  values  himself  upon  a  delicate  handicraft  ^^It  is  an 
as  its  clear  expression,  the  art  con-  much  a  trade — a  metier — to  write 
cealing  art,  the  labour  of  composi-  a  book  as  to  make  a  watch."  The 
tion.  **  What  art  is  needed  to  one  exacts  as  fine  finish  as  the 
be  natural  (rentrer  dan^  la  nature)  !  other.  They  were  pioneers  to  their 
What  time,  what  rules,  what  at-  readers,  the  mountains  and  rough 
tention,  what  labour  to  dance  with  places  were  to  be  made  smooth  for 
the  liberty  and  grace  with  which  them ;  the  desert  of  arid  discussion 
we  walk,  to  sing  as  easily  as  we  must  blossom  as  the  rose  before 
talk,  to  speak  and  expresft  one^s  self  they  would  invite  them  to  walk  m 
as  one  thinks !"  And  it  is  on  this  it  Mr.  Browning's  argument  in 
art,  this  perfection  of  style,  that  his  favour  of  burrs  of  expression — that 
fame  now  mainly  rests  with  his  they  stick — had  not  yet  crossed  the 
countrymen.  Foreigners  must  study  brain  of  writer  or  reader.  Thought 
him  chiefly  for  the  truth,  vivacity,  was  not  thought  in  the  rough.  Tout 
and  variety  of  his  observations,  and  est  dit,  all  has  been  said  already, 
the  caustic  humour  of  his  characters ;  are  La  Bruyere*s  opening  wordf. 
but  M.  Charles  Asselincau,  the  cdi-  It  was  only  through  the  medium  of 
tor  of  the  present  new  and  handsome  a  transparent  stylo  that  he  ventured 
edition  (itself  a  testimony  in  these  to  add  his  gleanings  to  the  rioh 
troubled  times  for  France),  gives,  harvest  of  past  thought.  As  hie 
in  his  introduction,  the  successive  sentences  arranged  themselves  he 
stages,  the  three  points  of  view, which  felt  they  were  worth  something, 
three  centuries  have  taken  of  his  Perhaps  all  this  bears  on  the  fact 
great  work.  *^  By  his  contemporaries,  that  he  wrote  in  the  period  when 
at  the  time  of  his  election  into  the  readers  represented  society,  and  ao- 
Academy,    1693,    he    was    viewed  ciety    represented,   to    the    literary 
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mind,  mankind.  A  fine  style  was  keep  their  vices,  still  constant  in 
part  of  good  manners.  A  man  wrong  and  in  their  indifference  to 
writes  to  be  read  by  somebody.  A  virtue.''  But  men  being  such  as 
writer  of  that  day  knew  to  a  nicety  they  are,  he  knew  himself  to  be  one 
who  would  be  his  readers.  They  of  them  ;  there  is  the  keenest  sense 
were  represented  by  the  friends  or  of  brotherhood.  It  is  not  what 
small  gatherings  assembled  to  hear  they  do,  but  what  tte  do.  The  fol- 
him  read  his  own  performance.  We  lies,  weaknesses,  vanities  of  men,  he 
can  scarcely  estimate  the  effect  that  read  through  his  own  sympathy  in 
this  ceremony  of  reading  his  own  them.  Nor  could  he  imagine  a  keen- 
works  to  an  assemblage  of  critics  er  interest,  a  worthier  labour,  a  more 
would  have  on  an  author's  system  of  lasting  diversion,  than  men  such  as 
composition ;  but  we  are  very  sure  he  saw  them  supplied  to  him.  If 
that  it  would  make  him  mind  his  men  are  to  be  mended,  it  must  be 
jv's  and  ^'s.  Some  it  would  tempt  by  showing  them  what  they  are. 
to  affectation,  some  to  epigrammatic  His  book  was  a  mirror.  He  formed 
terseness.  No  one  could  wholly  no  system,  founded  no  school.  It 
forget  the  manner  in  the  matter,  is  all  very  well  to  beh  philosopher, 
nobody  would  dare  to  be  diffuse  but  he  objected  to  be  called  one. 
from  mere  hurry  and  precipitation  He  recognised  his  subject  and  his 
with  such  an  ordeal  in  imme-  genius,  and  left  the  issue  to  work 
diate  view.     Where  there  was  sta-  itself  out 

mina  and  well-founded  self-reliance.  Not  much  is  known  of  La  Bruy- 

we  can  believe  the  result  to  be  a  ere  as  a  man,  but  what  is  known 

fineness    and   grace,    a    felicity   of  adds  an  interest  to  his  work.     He 

adaptation  of  words  to  thought  {(ant  had  his  singularities  and   eccentri- 

de  sens  dans  une  phrase^  tant  d* id ees  cities.     He  was   honest   and  disin- 

dans  un  mot),  such  as  we  find  in  terested ;  his  friedns  esteemed  him. 

these     pages.      But,    hard    as    La  Nobody  had  any  harm  to   say  of 

Bruyere  laboured  after  perfection  of  him  beyond  the  discrepancies  of  an 

style  and  the  character  of  artist,  we  awkward  brusque  manner,  with  the 

yet  give  him  such  credit  for  hon-  exquisite  finish  of  his  style.     He  is 

08ty  in  the  profession  of  higher  aims,  supposed  never  to  have  married ;  nor 

as  to  believe  that  the  title  of  moral-  can  any  amount  of  research  trace  to 

ist  would  have  answered  best  to  his  him  any  less  creditable  connection, 

own  designs,  as  well  as  pleased  him  He  lived  in  the  house  of  the  great 

best ;  but  a  moralist  careful  to  utter  Conde  as  preceptor  of  his  grandson, 

no  platitudes  and  few  hard  sayings,  the    Due  de  Bourbon.      Here    the 

almost  too  hopeless  of  mending  men  court  and  the  great  world  were  open 

to  be  indignant  at  their  errors  and  to  his  observation ;  he  knew  every- 

vices.     "  Why  should  we  be  angry,"  body  worth  knowing.     The  editor 

he  asks,  *^  on  seeing  their  hardness,  draws  a  comparison  between    him 

theirinffratitude,  their  injustice,  their  and  St  Simon,  both  engaged  in  the 

pride,  weir  self-love,  their  forgetful-  same  task,  at  the  same  moment,  of 

ness  of  others  ?  They  are  made  so ;  it  painting  their  own  age — the  one  in 

is  their  nature.     We  might  as  well  be  what  he  calls  his  shop  (boutique) 

angry  on  seeing  the  stone  fall  or  the  at  Versailles,  La  Bruyere  in  P Hotel 

flame  rise."     *^Men  are  not  light  and  de  Cond4  :  St  Simon  more  occupied 

changeable  in  great  matters.     They  with  the  acts  of    men  than    their 

do  indeed  change  their  dress,  their  characters^  his  object  the  machine  of 

language,      their      manners — some-  state  rather  than  the  men  engaged  in 

times  their  taste  changes ;  but  they  working  it ;  La  Bruyere  interesting 
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himself  less  with  the  machine  than  one  for  thought  and  one  for  action ; 
the  workmen.  St  Simon,  the  sur-  the  eenius  seldom  affording  the  man 
yiyor,  wrote  of  him  warmly :  **  The  much  aid  in  the  commerce  of  life, 
public  soon  after  *'  (La  Bruj^redied  His  present  editor,  in  summing  up 
1696)  'Most  a  man  illustrious  for  these  chance  indications  of  a  char- 
his  genius,  for  his  style,  and  for  his  acter,  adds  his  view,  that  in  the 
knowledge  of  men.  I  would  say  La  grave  matter  of  religion,  morals,  and 
Bruyere,  who  died  of  apoplexy  at  politics,  he  was  "  un  prudenV^  "  He 
VersaUles,  after  having  surpassed  had  the  prudence  of  men  much  occu- 
Theophrastus  in  taking  him  for  his  pied  with  their  own  thoughts,  to 
model,  and  having  painted  the  men  whom  all  external  disturbance  is  an 
of  our  time  in  his  Nauveaux  Carae-  evil  A  settled  state  of  things  {une 
tires  in  an  inimitable  manner.  He  extreme  decence  au  dehors)  is  a  neces- 
was  besides  a  very  worthy  man,  sary  condition  for  independent  think- 
(fart  honniU  homme\  a  pleasant  ers  of  this  class."  In  one  rare  in- 
companion,  simple,  with  nothing  of  stance  he  was  fortune^s  favourite, 
the  pedant,  very  disinterested.  I  that  from  the  first  his  book  was  ap- 
knew  him  well  enough  to  regret  him.*^  preciated  and  read  with  avidity.  The 
This  summary  of  good  qualities  form  helped  this  early  popularity, 
scarcely  satisfies  the  demands  of  Society  was  eager  to  give  names  to 
modern  research,  and  M.  Edouard  his  characters.  Malignity,  as  it  was 
Foumier,  in  his  Comedie  de  Bruyere^  said,  contributed  to  the  early  success 
has  found  material  for  a  psychologi-  of  his  work.  He  seems  to  have  been 
cal  study  in  the  passing  notices  of  the  anxious  to  disown  this  personal  ap- 
day.  Boileau,  for  instance,  writing  to  plication  in  many  instances,  which  is 
Racine  (May  1 687,)  speaks  of  a  visit  no  wonder ;  but  the  cap  fitted  too 
he  had  received  from  the  author  of  close  for  the  world,  once  put  on  the 
the  Characters,  '*  who  would  want  scent,  to  leave  its  hold,  and  the  keys 
nothing  if  nature  had  only  made  him  which  were  immediately  circulated 
as  agreeable  as  he  wishes  to  ba^^  He  are  lasting  authorities.  It  is  never 
seems  to  have  dreaded  the  charge  of  made  clear  how  the  subjects  of  these 
pedantry,  and  did  not  always  sue*  caustic  representations  took  it  Nor 
ceed  in  playing  the  fine  gentleman,  do  we  observe  that  any  inconvenience 
People  wno  could  not  appreciate  his  ensued  from  them  to  their  author, 
talents  found  something  to  ridicule  The  romance  of  La  Bruy^re's  his- 
in  his  manner.  He  had  sallies  of  tory  very  properly  attaches  itself  to 
somewhat  awkward  liveliness,  alter-  his  great  work.  Through  it  a  young 
nating  with  fits  of  silence  and  ab-  girFs  name  is  indissoluoly  asso- 
straction.  All  accounts  agree  that  ciated  with  his  own.  Everything  he 
he  was  without  the  talent  for  conver-  writes  on  woman  shows  the  senti- 
sation ;  and  his  life  seems  to  have  ment  that  youth  is  the  period,  not 
alternated  between  an  eager  curiosity  only  for  the  graces  of  her  body,  but 
to  see,  to  hear,  to  know  all  that  was  of  her  mind.  Society,  frivolity, 
passing,  and  a  profound  rumination  vanity,  hypocrisy,  spoilt  her  after  a 
upon  what  he  had  observed  in  this  time  in  his  eyes.  He  is  cynical  to- 
busy  activity  of  eye  and  movement  wards  the  woman  of  fashion ;  but 
Some  of  his  characters  of  men,  un-  woman  in  early  girlhood  is  depicted 
equal,  hasty,  inquisitive,  capricious,  by  him  with  an  exquisite  apprecia. 
fanciful,  are  supposed  to  be  self-  tion.  As  his  present  editor  says,  the 
portraiture.  He  was,  in  fact,  as  per-  child  represented  to  him  the  tru. 
haps  genius  itself  implies,  two  men,  ideal  woman.     What  she  grew  in 
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to  was  the  fault  of  the  world,  of  her  place,  in  an  uncongenial  diction.  We 
ill  fortune,  of  husband,  of  lovers,  will  therefore  first  justify  our  own 
There  entered  into  his  love  of  woman  appreciation  by  the  testimony  of  a 
something  of  paternal  tenderness,  great  modern  critic,  Sainte-fiouve, 
Those  who  know  the  story  of  his  who  thus  apostrophises  the  genius  of 
manuscript  will  bear  its  repetition  his  countryman  after  two  hundred 
for  the  sake  of  others  who  do  not  years  of  fame :  "  Happy  La  Bruydre  I 
It  chanced  that  Michallct,  the  book-  (Ileureux  homme  que  La  Bruyirel) 
seller  to  whose  shop  he  daily  re-  when  so  many  more  lofty  glories 
paired  to  hear  the  news  and  turn  have  sunk,  when  the  eighteenth  can*- 
over  the  new  books,  had  a  little  turv  has  passed  away,  and  men  speak 
daughter,  ^\fort  gentille^^^  with  whom  of  it  as  of  an  old  fashion — when  the 
he  made  friends  and  amused  him-  seventeenth  itself  is  exposed  to 
self.  Playing  one  day  with  this  attack  on  all  sides,  to  the  irreverence 
child,  he  took  out  of  his  pocket  the  and  incredulity  of  new  schools — ^he, 
manuscript  of  his  Caracthes^  and  as  if  by  a  miracle,  is  alone  respected, 
offered  it  to  Michallet,  saying,  ^*  If  he  alone  holds  his  own,  he  is  spared, 
you  get  anything  by  it,  let  it  be  What  do  I  say?  He  is  read,  he  is 
the  d6t  of  my  little  friend  here."  admired,  he  is  praised,  precisely  for 
In  a  pamphlet  dated  1701,  which  the  marked  incisive  manner,  a  little 
gives  the  portraits  and  reputed  too  strong  perhaps  for  his  own  time, 
wealth  of  the  financiers  of  the  day,  but  which  is  no  more  than  we  re- 
there  is  a  notice  of  Remi  de  Jully,  quire  now.  Of  this  style  he  remains 
fermier  general^  who  married  Michal-  the  first  model.  Pension,  all  Fenelon, 
let's  daughter.  La  Bruy^re's  little  pales  and  vanishes ;  but  his  colours 
friend,  receiving  with  her  a  fortune  stand  as  bright  as  when  first  laid  on 
of  a  hundred  thousand  livres.  Never,  the  canvas.  Time  has  deprived  his 
says  M.  Asselineau,  was  a  girl  solid  and  vigorous  manner  of  no  ex- 
dowered  with  so  much  wit  and  wis-  cellencc.  The  artist  has  not  ceased 
dom  in  money's^  worth.  An  anec-  to  reverence  him.  ...  He  is  still 
dote  like  this  gives  a  body  to  the  everybody's  classic  (classvwe  de  tout 
often  vague  and  merely  ornamental  lemondeV  "Happy  LaBruyere!" 
term  disinterested.  adds     the     editor,     in    conclusion. 

It  is  our  object  to  give  to  the  "Whilst  other  and  greater  names 
reader  not  familiar  with  the  original  compromised  their  destinies  and 
some  idea  of  a  French  writer  in  the  their  genius  in  the  miserable  agita- 
truest  seme  a  classic ;  whose  work,  tions  of  public  life  and  social  entangle- 
as  far  as  we  know,  has  not  been  ments  {relations  mondainee),  he  led 
translated  into  English,  probably  an  obscure  life,  the  more  surely  to 
because  its  essence  has  been  felt  too  secure  future  fame.  Having  lived 
volatile  for  translation.  Perhaps  this  worthily,  he  has  immortalised  his 
may  especially  be  said  of  the  style  name  by  a  unique  work,  and  has  left 
of  all  humorists,  amongst  whom  to  posterity  nothing  of  himself  but 
we  class  La  Bruydre,   rather  than    his  genius. 

with  wits.  Humour  is  flavoured  by  Of  the  sixteen  subjects  into  which 
the  personality  of  the  writer  almost  La  Bruydre  classes  his  thoughts  and 
more  than  wit  A  striking  felicity,  characters,  he  chooses  to  begin  with 
whether  of  thought,  of  penetration,  that  which  touches  upon  his  own  re- 
ef satire,  may  change  its  whole  char-  lation  with  his  readers,  I>e9  Out- 
acter  with  its  vehicle  of  expression ;  rageB  de  V Esprit — prefacing  all  with 
it  may  shock  us  as  outre  ;  it  may  sink  the  words,  **  I  restore  to  the  Public 
into  common-sense,  or  even  common-    what  it  has  lent  me.     From  it  I  have 
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borrowed  the  matter  of  this  work :  as  if  it  should  have  presented  itself 
it  is  just  that  having  finished  it  with  first  of  all.''  This  must  be  true  in  a 
all  the  attention  to  truth  of  which  I  sort  of  all  writing  whose  praise  is  its 
was  capable,  and  that  it  deserves  from  simplicity:  we  cannot  imagine  it 
me,  I  should  restore  it  to  the  Public  otherwise  with  much  of  Addison, 
again,  that  it  may  scrutinise  at  its  or  of  certain  inimitable  examples  of 
leisure  this  portrait  which  I  have  the  naif  in  the  Lettrea  Provincialcs, 
taken  after  nature,  and  if  it  owns  to  Yet  this  care  is  mostly  its  own 
any  of  the  faults  I  have  touched  up-  reward ;  for  **  Fools  read  a  book 
on,  to  correct  itself  of  them.  ...  It  and  don't  understand  it.  Com- 
is  the  only  end  an  author  ought  to  monplace  readers  (les  esprits  mS- 
propose  to  himself."  He  writes  with  diocres)  assume  that  they  under- 
the  consciousness  at  once  of  merit  stand  it  perfectly.  Men  of  large 
and  of  care.  He  would  not  have  intelligence  do  not  therefore  under- 
his  readers  neglect  the  order  of  his  stand  everything — what  is  obscure 
chapters.  All  is  done  with  design,  they  find  obscure,  and  what  is 
Nor  must  they  restrict  his  range  to  clear  they  find  clear.  Persons  of 
his  own  countrymen  or  the  Court  of  showy  parts  (lea  heanx  esprits)  pro- 
France.  His  was  a  wider  field — his  fess  to  see  difficulties  where  there 
subject  was  human  nature  itself,  are  none,  and  won't  understand 
And  after  this  exordium  he  enters  what  is  perfectly  easy."  To  undcr- 
upon  the  subject  of  books — book-  stand  with  him  means  a  fuller 
making  ancient  and  modem —  apprehension  than  the  ordinary 
authors  and  critics ;  betraying  some  reader  or  listener  supposes.  "  Cer- 
personal  experiences,  while  hinting  tain  poets,"  he  observes,  *'  are  sub- 
at  the  vicissitudes  of  feeling  that  ject  in  their  dramas  to  long  strains 
accompany  the  supreme  effort  of  of  pompous  verse,  which  seem  full 
thought  He  is  curiously  candid,  and  of  vigorous,  elevated,  and  noble 
lets  us  know  that  he  turns  his  sentiments.  The  people  listen  greed- 
phrases  as  solicitously  as  a  poet  his  ily,  eyes  uplifted,  mouth  open,  and 
lines.  There  is  nothing  of  the  mo-  believe  themselves  charmed.  The 
dem  laisser  aller^  letting  the  style  less  they  understand  the  more  they 
take  care  of  itself.  In  fact,  a  thought  admire.  Scarcely  do  they  take  time 
is  not  presentable,  or  worthy  to  be  to  breathe,  or  to  clap  and  applaud, 
called  one,  till  put  in  the  best  form.  I  used  to  believe  in  my  early  youth 
"  Among  all  the  difierent  expres-  that  these  passages  were  clear  and 
eions  which  can  render  a  single  intelligible  to  the  actors;  to  the  pit 
thought,  there  is,"  he  says,  "but  one  and  amphitheatre — that  their  authors 
good  one.  We  do  not  always  hit  knew  what  they  themselves  meant, 
upon  it  in  speaking  or  writing.  'Tis  and  that,  with  all  the  attention  I 
true,  nevertheless,  that  it  exists,  could  bestow,  it  was  my  own  fault 
Anything  else  is  feeble,  and  does  not  that  I  could  not  follow.  I  am  un- 
satisfy  a  man  of  wit  and  intelligence  deceived."  His  opinion  of  popular 
who  wants  to  make  himself  under-  '  tasteis  on  a  par  with  its  intelli- 
stood."  It  is  a  question  of  conscience  gence.  "  Wherever  you  go,"  he  re- 
with  him.  "  If  you  would  write  marks,  "  whether  to  a  sermon  a,  con- 
naturally,  vigorously,  delicately,  you  cert,  or  a  picture-gallery,  you  hear 
must  express  the  truth."  "A  good  diametrically  opposite  opinions  of 
author  who  writes  with  care,  often  the  same  thing,  and  may  safely  set 
finds  the  expression  long  sought  for  good  and  bad  side  by  side.  The 
and  found  at  last  is  the  simplest  good  will  please  some,  the  bad 
and  most  natural  one ;  which  seems  others.     You  risk  nothing  in  putting 
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the  worst  along  with   them.     The  of  the  great^ond^,  his  patron  ;**  great 

worst  has  its  partisans.^'  in  prosperity,  greater  still  when  for- 

The  next  subject,  Du  Merite  Per-  tune  failed  him :"  **  whom  the  raising 

sonnet^  opens  with  a  reflection  which  of  a  siege  ennobled  more  than  his 

Johnson,   too,  has  put  into  words,  triumphs,  and  got  him  more  honour 

^*Who,   whatever  his  merits,  how-  than  battles  won  and  cities  taken; 

ever  rare  his  talents,  but  must  be  who  could  say  ^  Je  fvyoU  with  the 

convinced  of  his  uselessness  when  he  same  grace  as  nous  les  battimesJ*    A 

considers  that  in   dying  he  leaves  man — true,  simple,  magnanimous — 

a  world  which    does  not  feel  his  who  wanted  nothing  but  the  lesser 

loss,  and  where  there  are  so  many  virtues.'*     In  another  character  he 

to  replace  him  ?"     Still  he  has  an  shows  the  value  of  personal  merit 

intense  appreciation  of  success,  and  through  the  want  of  it     Menippu$ 

merit    unrecognised    pressed    upon  (according  to    the  keys  the  Mar^- 

his   sympathy  as  a  constant  pain,  chal  de  Villeroy)  is  the  bird  in  fine 

It  was  one  of  the  evils  of  the  sys-  feathers  that  donH  belong  to  him. 

tem  under  which  he  lived.     *^How  He  does  not  talk,  he  does  not  think; 

many    men     of    admirable    genius  he  repeats  what  other  people  say  and 

have  died  without  the  world  know-  think,  and  makes  use  so  naturally 

ing  anything  of  them  ;    how  many  of  the  mind  of  others,  that  he  is  the 

live  still  of  whom  no  one  speaks,  first  deceived,  and  constantly  sup- 

of  whom  no  one  ever  will  speak  T  poses    himself    to  be  declarmg  his 

**What  horrible  labour  for  a  man  own  taste  or    explaining  his    own 

without  party  or  backers  who  stands  view  when  he  is  but  the  echo  of  the 

alone,  with  only  merit  for  his  recom-  person  he  has  just  left :  for  a  quarter 

mcndation,  to  lift  himself  out  of  his  of  an  hour,  so  long  as  his  memory 

obscurity  into  daylight,  to  rise  to  the  holds  out,  he  passes  tolerably,  then 

level  of  the  prig  (fat)  in  credit  I"  flags,  degenerates,  and  betrays  the 

"It  needs  in  France,"  he  ob-  machinery.  lie  alone  is  ignorant 
serves,  "  much  strength  and  large-  how  far  he  sinks  below  the  sublime 
ness  of  mind  to  give  up  all  thought  or  heroic ;  and,  incapable  of  esti- 
of  place  and  office,  and  to  live  at  mating  mind  in  others,  does  not 
home  and  do  nothing.  Very  few  suppose  anybody  can  be  cleverer 
have  merit  enough  to  act  this  part  than  himself." 
with  dignity,  or  weight]  (fond)  By  what  process  of  the  reason 
enough  to  fill  the  void  of  time,  he  makes  I)es  Femmes  his  next 
without  what  the  vulgar  call  subject  is  not  very  clear,  but  pro- 
business.  The  idleness  of  the  wise  bably  it  was  one  his  pen  was 
man  only  wants  another  name — that  very  ready  to  exercise  itself  upon, 
thinking,  talking,  reading,  and  being  We  do  not  know  how  far  it  is 
quiet  should  be  called  work."  After  reasonable  to  suppose  affectation  a 
personal  merit  he  recommends  loss  vice  of  any  particular  date.  Every 
individual  distinctions.  "If  a  man  age  has  its  leaders  and  imitators — 
canH  be  Erasmus,  let  him  think  of  those  who  set  the  fashion  in  man- 
being  a  bishop."  "  Some  people,  to  ners,  and  those  who  follow.  Yet 
get  themselves  a  name,  heap  upon  we  imagine  there  was  a  certain  de- 
their  persons  titles,  orders,  primacies,  liberation  and  audacity  in  the  affec- 
the  purple.  Scarcely  would  the  tation'of  La  Bruy&re's  date  which 
tiara  accomplish  their  end ;  but  what  was  particularly  exasperating  to  the 
need  has  7>o/>/iimt/«(Bossuet)  tobea  penetrating  faculty.  He  must  tell 
cardinal?"  tn  illustration  of  his  sub-  the  ladies  his  mind,  and  that  not 
ject  he  gives  at  length  a  fine  portrait  with  Addison's  amusing  lightness  of 
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touch,  as  if  he  was  charmed  in  spite  the  Femme  OaUxnte,  the  Femme  In 

of  himself,  but  taking  their  paint,  constants^     the      Femme     Ii\fidelUl* 

and  the  manners  that  go  along  with  we    have     indications     of     a    very 

a  daubing  of  white  and  red,  in  grave  frivolous     and     corrupt     state     of 

earnest,  and  letting  them  know  how  manners ;    but    all    culminates    in 

yery  disagreeable  they  are  to  a  man  the     Femme     Devote^    a    character 

of  sense.    He  views  woman  not  in  her  which  combined  itself    easily  with 

home  and  domestic  relations,  but  in  all  the  rest,  adding  that  varnish   of 

the  scene  of  her  display,  of  her  efforts  hypocrisy,  which  seems  to  have  been 

and    her  ambitions,   and  especially  a  very  prevalent  fashion  in  the  last 

in  the  idle  love-making  which  seems  years  of  the  Grand  Monaraue,    He 

to  have  constituted  the  one  interest  shows  a  high  opinion  of  tne  Intel- 

of  society.     He  begins  his   subject  Icct    of    women,   considering    them 

by  distinguishing  between  the  real  the    best  letter-writers,   and  seems 

and  the   sham  in   this  question  of  to  reproach  them  for  not  cultivating 

manner.     The  real,  great  lady  is  an  their  gifts.     "  What  laws  are  there 

object  of  his  reverence.    '*  There  is  in  to  prevent  their  opening  their  eyes, 

some  women  an  artificial  distinction  their  reading,  and  showing  that  they 

(grandeur)^  due  to  the  movement  of  read  in  their  conversation  ?    Is  not 

the  eyes,  the  pose  of  the  head,  to  this    custom    of    knowing    nothing 

step   and    motion,    which    goes    no  their    own    fault,    either    from    the 

further ;  and  a  superficial  brilliancy  weakness  of  their  temperament,  or 

in  conversation  which  imposes  on  us  indolence  of  mind,  or  care  of  their 

till  wo  detect  its  shallowness.    There  beauty,  or  their  taste  for  works  of 

is  in  others  a  simple  and  natural  noble-  hand,  or  a  natural  repugnance  for 

ness  of  air,  independent  of  step  and  things  serious  and  difficult?*'     But 

gesture,  which  has  its  source  in  the  to  whatever    cause  men   owe  their 

heart,  and,  as  it  were,  is  a  natural  ignorance  of  women,   he  congratu 

consequence  of  their  high  birth ;  an  lates  his  sex  upon  it,  as  saving  them 

intellect  calm  and  solid,   enhanced  from    an    absolute .  and     complete 

by  a  thousand  graces  which  all  their  subjugation.      Let  us   take  a    few 

modesty  cannot  hide,   which    tran-  thoughts  at  random,   as   results  of 

spires,  and  which   those  who  have  his  observation  on  society,  and  the 

eyes  can  see."     "  If  young  girls  only  attitude  of  fine  gentlemen  and  ladies 

knew  the  advantage  of  a  natural  man-  towards  each  other,  from  this  chap- 

ncr,"  he  cries,  "  and  knew  how  much  ter  : — 
it  is  for  their  interest  to  abandon 

themselves  to  it ;  but  they  will  weaken  u  it  costs  little  to  women  to  say  wliat 

these  rare  and  fragile  gifts  of  heaven  they  do  not  fccL    It  costs  less  to  men 

by  afiectation.     Voice,    step,    every-  to  say  what  they  do  feel." 

thing  is  borrowed :  they  study  their  **  Women    are    in    extremes.      They 

*»:^.«  ♦«  «^«.,«^  •  ^  «i  •     Ai        'J  are  better  or  worse  than  men." 

mirrors  to  secure  a  sufficiently  wide  u  ^     beautiful     woman,     with     the 

departure  from  nature,  and  take  qualities  of  a  man  of  worth  (famnSte 
pains  to  please  less."  So  keenly  did  homme\  is  the  most  delightful  com- 
be feel  the  evil  influences  that  sur-  panion   in   the    world.      8hc    has    the 

roundcdwo«j,an  in  society,  thatthere  -»?!■»  "^'I'nyTri,   then,  a™   whose 

18   pity   in    his    severest   strictures,  ^eat  beauty   has   done   iiothini?   more 

He  regards  her  as  a  victim — spoilt  for  them  but  lead  them  to  hope  for  a 

after   two-and-twenty   by   the   com-  great  fortune!" 

bined  injuries  to  her  moral  sense  of  "Jhere  are  few  women   so  perfect 

I jj«      i.  Ti.-       L^asto  prevent  a  man  repentinir  once  a- 

lovers  and  du-ectors.     In  his   short  ^ay  that  he  was  ever  married,  or  envy- 

analyses  of  characters,  as  the  Coquette,  ing  those  who  are  not." 
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"People  look   on   a  learned  woman  eyerything;   and  it  is   less   trouble  to 

as    they    do    on    some    finely-wrought  leave   him   alone   than   to   dispnte  the 

weapon   out   of   vogue.     It   is   chased  matter   with    him.      Wine     and    good 

artistically,     admirably      polished,      of  cheer  make  no   difference  in  him.     If 

choicest    workmanship.      Its    place    is  play  is  introduced   he  wins,  laughs   at 

in   a   collection  to   be   shown    to   the  the   loser,    and  offends    him;    but   the 

curious   as  something   for  which  there  laughers  are  all  on  his  side;    there  is 

is  no  use.     Good  neither  for  war  nor  no    fatuity    which    is  not    allowed    to 

the    chase,    any   more    than    a    circus  pass.    I  give  in  at  last,  and  disappear, 

horse,    tliough   trained   to   the  highest  incapable   of   toleratine:  Theodectu»  any 

point  in  its  own  line."  longer,  or  those  who  tolerate  him." 

**It  sometimes  happens  that  a  woman 
conceals   from   a  man  all  the  passion  His  advice  on  the  subject  of  con- 
she  feels  for  him ;    while,  on  his  side,  -.^.j;-*:^^    i^    mainlv    renressivGL    sa 
he   feigns  for   her  what  he  does  not  vcrsaiion    is    mainiy   repres8iv<^   as 
f^u  I /'  addressing  a  nation  of  talkers  whose 

'•I   would    that   I   might    cry  aloud  object   is  success.     "The   spudt   of 

with  all  my  might  to  those  holy  men  conversation,"  he  says,  "  consists  far 

C°nrof°won.en,''F?y'?™^Tem:  jess  in  shining  yourself  than  in  lead- 

do   not   direct   them;    leave   to  others  >ng  others  to  talk.     He  who  leaves 

the  charge  of  theh*  souFs  healtli.^ "  you  content  with   himself  and   the 

part  he  has  played,  will  be  perfectly 
satisfied  with  you.  Men  do  not 
There  is  so  much  in  the  admir-  care  to  admire  you,  they  want  to 
able  chapter  on  Conversation-;— i>^  please,  and  care  less  to  be  instructed, 
la  SocieU  et  de  la  Conversation —  or  even  amused,  than  to  be  appre- 
that  choice  of  examples  is  difficult  ciated  and  applauded  ;  and  the  most 
It  contains  the  celebrated,  and,  as  refined  of  all  pleasures  is  that  of 
contemporaries  knew,  just  character  making  the  pleasure  of  others."  He 
of  M.  d  Aubigne,  brother  of  Madame  is  especially  indignant  at  all  tricks 
de  Maintenon,  who  figures  as  an  with  the  language  and  efforta  at 
outrage  upon  every  rule  of  social  fine  speaking,  and  breaks  out,  in  start- 
intercourse  : —  ling  remonstrance :  "  How  I  what  do 

you  say  ?     I  do  not  follow  you.     Be 

t«T  u        mi_,_      ,         4v        »  so  good  as  to  begin  again.     Still  I 

"I   hear    Theodectus  from   the   ante-  ,i««»*  „„^««,*„«,i      t     °«„„   «*.  i-.„* . 

chamber.     He   raises   his   voice   as   he  don  t  understand.     I  guess  at  Ufit; 

approaches.    He  comes  in ;    he  laughs,  you  wish,  Aeis^  to  tell  me  it  is  cold : 

he  sliouts,  he  bawls;    one  stops  one's  why  didn't  you  say  it  is  cold  ?     You 

ears— it  is  a  thunderclap.     He  is  not  ^ant   me  to   know  that  it  rains  or 

less  terrible  in  the  things  he  savs  than     „„„«,„ «-«.     u    -ajns      it     snAWfi  • 

in   his   way  of   saying   them;    he  only  s^ows      say    it    rains,     it     snows, 

subsides   out   of   the   first   din   of   his  JOU    think    me    looking    well,    and 

entrance  to  stutter  out  empty  absurd-  wish  to  felicitate  me  upon  it;  say 

ities.     He    has    so    little    respect    for  you   look   well.     But    you    answer, 

time,or  persons,  or  good  manners,  that  t^^t    is    very    stqughtforward    and 

cvcrvbodv  comes    In  for  his    share   of  «      "^             ?    j            %% 

Uiis   impertinence  without    his    mean-  commonplace,  everybody  could  say 

ing  it.      Before  he  has  taken  his  scat  as  much.     What  does  that  signify, 

he     has     unknowingly    offended    the  Acisf  is  it  so  great  an   evil  to   be 

whole    company       Is    dinner    served  ?  understood  when  one  speaks,  and  to 

He  sits   down   flrs^   and   in   the   firet  ^^^  jy^    everj^body  else  ?   One  thing 

place,    ladies    on    his    right    and    left.  ««*«»-*">•«  ^'^^  ,'^.              •       x       ^ 

He  eats,  he  drinks,  he  tells  stories,  he  you   want,  Aet»—l  am  going  to  as- 

jokes,    he   interrupts   all   at   once;    he  tonish  you — one    thing    you   want, 

has  no  sense  of   the   claims   either   of  that  is  sense  (ciprit)^^^  4c. 

m^tcr  or  guests ;  he  abuses  the  absurd  i„  ^jj   g^^gg  ^f  phrase  he  sees 

deference  people  show  him.    Does  he,  .  ^-  «,^..uJl„«       tt  m^v 

or     FiUidanJ,     give     the     entertain-  some  form  of  w^kness.        To  say 

ment?     He  assumes   the   direction  of  modestly  of  anything,  it  is  good  or 
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it  is  bad,  and  to  give  reasons  why  it  preparation  and  the  hands  employed, 

is  so,  needs  good  sense  and  correct  what  disgust  and  loathing  I 
expression,  and  is  one  affair.     It  is 

much  shorter  to  pronounce  in  deci-  "  Champagne  [recognised  by  the  keys 

give  tone,   which  carries  the  pr(K)f  f^^?^"" ^^'^:^}J'''^^''l,^^^ 

...    ..     \,,        .r    1.    •!.   •  VI  table,    nis   stomach   agreeably   mnated, 

with  it,  either  that   it  is   execrable  pleasant  fumes   of   wmc   in   his  head, 

or  miraculous.  ^^     He  dwells  on   the  signs   an   order  which  is  presented  to 

talkers   who  keep    sensible    people  him,  and  which  would  have  deprived 

silent,   and  reflects  what  a  misfor-  f  whole  province  of  bread  if  the  mis- 

A        /  J       '  \    \  •!.  •        t.  i.    1.  take  had   not  been  found  out.    He  is 

tune  {grande  mis^re)  it  is  not  to  have  excusable.    How  can  vou  expect  a  man 

sense  enough  to  talk  well,  nor  judg-  in  the  first  hour  of  digestion  to  under- 

ment  enough   to  hold  your  tongue,  stand  that  others  may  die  of  hunger?" 
This,  he  concludes,  is  the  root  of  all        ^     xu  x_^' 

impertinence.     His  analysis  of  the        I"  the^me  strain  our  own  poet 

dogmatic  torfe  accords  with  our  ex-  ™o^"Ses 

perience.  It  is  inspu-ed  by  profound  » And  wretches  hang  that  Jurymen  may 
ignorance.     "  lie  who  knows  nothing  dhie." 

undertakes  to  teach  others  what  he       ,.  a  ^      r       _i.  »     -»r  ^         ^     n  i- 
k««    ,*.,o*^   i^»«*.f    i,;«»c«i*      Ti^v   ^rU^       "^r/ttra[a  certain  Madame  de  Beh- 
has  just  learnt  himself.     He  who    ^„m  -'^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^ 

knows  much   scarcely  realises  that  wards   tlic  great  portico   of    St  

others  can  be  ignorant  of  what  he  heard   from  a  distance  the  sermon  of 

tells  them,  and   speaks  very  differ-  *  CarmeUte  or   doctor,  seeing  him   at 

entlv  "  cross  comers,  and  losing  many  of  his 

T^'-n        ^     »     j.'x        ij        -'i.  words.     Her  virtue  is  obscure,  and  her 

La  Uruyere  s  disinterested   spirit  devotion  as  little  known  as  her  person, 

privileged   him  to  treat  the  gifts  of  Her   husband   enters   into    a  lucrative 

fortune— <?<»  Biens  de  Fortune — as  a  contract.     What   a   monstrous   fortune 

philosopher,  and  men's  subservience  ^\  ^^'^  ^^n  "x  years !   She  must  go  to 

1  i4u       'j-u         i.        i.    trU       u  :~  church   now   In   a   coach.     Some   one 

to  wealth,  with  contempt;  though  in  ^^^-^^  ^^^    j  ^^^      ^he   orator 

no  subject  does  he  affect  an  entu-e  interrupts  himself  till  she  is  seated  in 
superiority  to  the  general  sentiment  full  front  of  him.  She  does  not  lose  a 
His   conclusions   in   every   case  are    word  or  least  action.    Priests   intrigue 

4n.-m^^A  oo  *»»/^k  #«o,»«  ;»4*/^ort/^/«  to  be  her  confessor;  everybody  wants 
formed  as    much    from    mtrospec-    ^  ^^^^^^,^  ^^^      r^^^  ^^  ^J^^^  ^^ 

tion  as  observation.     1  he  enormous    ^y^q  prize. 

inequalities    of    condition,   the   pro-        *'  rnat  gay  bachelor  Itjnreon — Charles 

digious  fortunes  rapidly  accumulat-    Maurice    dc     Tellier,     Arclibishop     of 

ed  in  his  day  by   farmers  of   the    P^^™*^  l^  ^fl^K  ^V"^  ^^"'i^' ^"^'L^^^^ 

J  j.\      J-         •*•  *  4U«     beaming  health,  is  lord  of  an  abbey  and 

revenue,  and  the  disposition  of  the    ^j^    ^^(^^^   benkces,   which   altogether 

Church's  wealth,  offered  a  spectacle  bring  him   in   a  hundred   and   twenty 

and   suggested  contrasts  calling  for  thousand    livrcs   a-year,    paid    in  gold 

the  honest  truth  of  his  pen  : —  pieces.     Elsewhere  Uiere  are  a  hundred 

and  twenty  indigent  families  who  never 

"  Contractors     (IfJt    partisatvi)    make  warm  themselves  in  winter,  who  have 

us  feel  all  the  passions   in    turn.     We  not  clothes  to  cover  them,  who  often 

begin  by  contempt  for  their  obscurity,  want  bread;    their  poverty  is  extreme 

then  fo'llow  envy,  hatred,  fear.     Some-  and  shameful.    What  a  division !    And 

times    we    esteem    and    respect    them,  does  not  this  tell  us  clearly  of  a  future 

They  live  long  enough  for  us  to  regard  _^„  avenirP^ 
them  with  compassion.'' 

„     ,.,           ,              x.       *    XI-  He  uses  an  Oriental  fprce  of  hy- 

He  hkens  the  growth    of    these  pgrbole  in  denouncing  the  oppres- 

largc  fortunes  to   the  cooking  of  a    ^^^. 

great  dinner — the    results  may  be 

appetising  and  exquisite,  but  if  you  «  yXv^  retire ;  you  are  not  far  enough 

could   only  see   the   ingredients    in  off.    1  tell  you  I  am  under  the  other 
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tropic ;    pass  under  the   pole  and  Into  much  harder  practice  to  men  of  or- 

iinotlicr    licmisphcrc ;     mount    to    the  binary    condition.     If    they    throw 

stars,  if  you  can ;  m' v  ^"f ff -^  J^»7  wel  ;  themselves  into  the  crowd  they  get 

then  you  are  safe.    I  discover  upon  the  ,          ,      ..     ,           u^^„«  -»«  iZ.^^ 

cartli  a  man   greedy,    Insatiable,    inex-  elbowed;   if   they  choose  an  mcon- 

orablc,  determined,  at  the   expense  of  venient  place  they  must  even  stay 

whoever  crosses  his  path  and  whatever  there."    It  is  from  this  point  of  view 

it  may  cost  others,  to  look  after  him-  ^j^^^  he   surveys  life— the  ordinary 

self  alone,  swell  his  own  fortune,  and  ,.                   x...           «,:^;^«     .«:*iL 

gorge  himielf  with  gold."  mediocre   condition ;     mixing     with 

"    ^  the  great  and  wealthy,  but  person- 

lie  consoles   the  reader  with  his  ally  neither  one  nor  the  other.    How 

experience  that  as  nothing  lasts  but  is  a  roan  to  hold  his  own  and  retain 

a  moderate  {medioci'e)  fortune,  you  his    self-respect  under  the  circom- 

may  expect  to  see  the   end  of  all  stances? 

overgrown   ones.     Features,  he   ob-  ^ 

serves,  indicate  the  temperament  and  The  chapter    Be  T Homme  opens 

manners.      It  is  the  tnine — the  set  with  the  argument  already   quoted 

of   them — which   tells    us  a  man's  — that  it  is  no  use  being  angry  with 

wealth.     The  more  or  the  less  than  men  for  their  vices.     The  way,  of 

a  thousand  livres  a-year  is  written  course,  not  to  be  angry  with  these 

on  the  countenance.     As  for  rising  things  is  to  make  their  analysis  your 

in   the  world,   there    are  but    two  business.     La  Bruyfere  would  have 

modes  of  doing  it— either  through  found  his  time  heavy  on  his  hands 

your  own  industry  or  the  imbecility  upon  any  root  and  branch  reforma- 

of  others.      But  after  all,   what  a  tion   in    the    human    family.      Yet 

trouble  I      **  If  you  have  forgotten  surprise  is  sometimes  struck  out  by 

nothing,   and    make    your    fortune,  thought      Things  approved  and  fa- 

what  labour !    if    you  neglect    the  miliar,  which  only  remotely  refer  to 

smallest  thing,  what  regrets !"  human  frailty,  force  the  fact  upon 

Attractive  as  it  is,  we  must  not  him :  as  when  he  exclaims,  "  Parch- 
linger  on  the  chapter  Be  In  Covr^  of  ments  (deeds)  invented  to  make 
which  he  truly  says,  as  we  may  now  men  remember,  or  to  convince  men 
say  of  its  successor,  lligh  Society,  of  their  word.  Shame  of  hu- 
"  It  does  not  make  us  happy,  but  it  manity !"  In  this  chapter  he  re- 
prevents  our  being  happy  anywhere  views  humanity  from  childhood  to 
else."  He  meditates  on  Les  Grands,  old  age  ;  speculates  on  life  asid 
grudging  them  not  their  luxury  death,  on  man's  sins,  frailties,  eccen- 
and  parade,  their  apes  and  their  tricities.  From  this  section  Addi- 
dwarfs,  but  the  fact  that  they  son  borrows  his  portrait  of  the 
have  at  their  service  the  best  and  absent  man,  "which  La  Bruyere 
,  highest  intelligences — men  who  not  has  pushed  to  an  agreeable  extra- 
only  equal  them  in  heart  and  sense,  vagance :" — 
but  les  passent  quelque  foU,     He  is 

severe  on  a  certain  false  modesty  "Menalcas  comes  down  in  the  mom- 
affected  by  the  great  It  is  pure  ing,  opens  his  door  to  go  out,  but  shuts 
hypocrisy  in  men  of  a  certain  rank  it  again  because  he  perceives  that  he  has 

nit  to  take  the  place  due  .»  them,  ^^^^^^  Zl  tSai  ru"Sf.  mt- 

and  which  everybody  yields  to  them,  shaved,  that  he  has  stuck  his  sword  on 

"  For  it  costs  him  nothing  to  be  mod-  his  right  side,  and  that  his  stockings 

est,  to  mix  in  the  crowd  which  opens  ore  about    his    heels.      When    he  Is 

a  way  for  him,  to  take  a  low  place  ^»"^^  ^«  &^  i«r°!ikS5n.r  k.u  !^'' 

^            V,'        ,.,        i.j*^'ii  drawing-room,    and,    walking    bolt-up- 

m  an  assemblage  which  nobody  will  right  under  a  branch   of   candlesticks, 

allow  him  to  keep.     Modesty  is  of  his  wig  is  caught  up  by  one  of  them. 


1872.] 


Ij'f  Ihuyere, 


6*21 


and  huiT-i  tUnx'iiU  i-i  't'lc  air.  All 
the  c.mi'ti'Ts  full  :i  luu^liiiij;.  Mt'nal- 
r;i>  1:iu«j:1is  louder  tliuii  uny  of  tlieui, 
and  1  )ok.s  about  for  the  person  that  i^ 
tlic  lu^t  of  the  t'oiupany  [or,  iw  the  ori- 
iriuul  has  it,  *wIio  shows  his  cars']. 
C<«nin!?  down  to  tlie  court-gate,  he 
lliids  a  coach,  which,  tuking  for  his  own, 
he  whii)s  into  it,  and  the  coaclmian 
drives  ott*,  not  doubting;  lie  carries  liis 
master.  As  noon  as  he  stops,  Mcnal- 
cas  throws  liimself  out  of  the  coacli, 
crosses  the  c^ourt,  ascends  tlie  stairciise, 
and  runs  through  all  the  chambers 
with  the  greatest  familiarity,  reposes 
himself  upon  a  couch,  and  fancies  him- 
i»clf  at  home.  The  master  of  the  house 
at  last  comes  in.  Menalcas  rises  to 
receive  him,  and  desires  him  to  sit 
down.  He  talks,  muiie.s,  and  then 
talks  again.  The  gentleman  of  the 
house  is  tired  and  amazed.  Menalcas 
\a  no  less  so,  but  is  every  moment  in 
hopes  that  his  impertinent  guest  will 
at  last  end  his  tedious  visit.  Night 
comes,  when  Menalcas  is  hardly  unde- 
ceived. 

"When  he  is  playing  at  backgam- 
mon, he  calls  for  a  full  glass  of  wine 
and  water.  'Tis  his  turn  to  throw;  he 
has  the  box  in  one  hand  and  his  glass 
in  the  other;  and  being  extremely  dry, 
and  unwilling  to  lose  time,  he  swallows 
down  both  the  dice,  and  at  the  same 
time  throws  his  wine  into  the  tables. 
.  .  .  He  came  once  from  his  coun- 
try house,  and  his  own  footmen  under- 
took to  rob  him,  and  succeeded.  They 
held  a  flambeau  to  his  throat,  and  bade 
him  deliver  his  purse.  He  did  so,  and 
coming  home,  told  his  friends  he  had 
been  robbed.  They  desired  to  know 
the  particulars.  '  Ask  my  servants,' 
i*aid    Menalcas,     *  for   they    were    with 
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There  is  much  more,  every  trait 
finding  some  response  in  our  own 
experience,  or  illustrating  the  man- 
ners of  the  day.  In  De  V Homme  he 
moralises  on  life.  His  is,  in  con- 
trast with  many  writers,  a  cheerful 
view.  Thus  Pascal  dwells  with 
his  whole  soul  on  the  common 
heritage  of  misery,  scarcely  relieved 
by  vain  struggles  after  forgetfulness 
and    distraction.     La    Bruyere   has 
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observed,  what  all  experience  will 
confirm,  that  **  There  are  frightful 
and  horrible  calamities  which  we  dare 
not  think  of,  and  the  mere  sight  of 
which  makes  us  shudder: — if  it 
happens  to  a  man  to  encounter  them, 
he  finds  resources  in  himself  of 
which  he  was  not  aware,  he  stiffens 
himself  against  his  misfortune,  and 
bears  it  better  than  he  could  have 
hoped."  His  estimate  of  the  eflS- 
cacy  of  distractions  upon  those  ]e8.H 
severely  tried  is  a  high  one :  "  Some- 
times it  needs  only  the  bequest  of  a 
pretty  house,  to  find  yourself  master 
of  a  fine  horse  or  a  dog,  but  a  piece 
of  tapestry  or  a  watch,  to  diminish 
the  sense  of  a  great  loss."  The  only 
grief,  he  tells  us,  that  time  does  not 
soften,  is  the  loss  of  property.  He 
finds  some  whom  no  trials  touch,, 
who  may  be  said  to  go  through  life* 
incapable  of  them ;  feeling  them  by 
deputy: — 

**  Rtiffimtn  shows  some  grey  hairs,  buV- 
hc  is  healthy ;  his  ruddy  face  and  quick 
eye  promise  liim  twenty  years  more  of. 
vigorous  life.     He  is  gay,  jovial,  famil- 
iar,    indifferent      He  laughs  heartily — 
laughs    by    himself  without   a    subject. 
He  is  satisfied  with  himself,  his  belong- 
ings, and  his  small  fortune.     He  siiys  he 
isTiappy.     He  loses  his  only  son,  a  youth, 
of  high  promise,   and  who  might  one 
day  have  been  an  honour  to  his  family. 
He   turns    over  to  others  the  task  of 
grieving  for  him,  and  says,  my  90n  i$ 
deaci^    U    toUl   kUl   kin  mother;  and  he 
is  consoled.    He  has  no  passions.     He- 
has  neither  friends  nor   enemies.    No- 
thing  disconcerts   him,     nothing   puts 
him"  out      Everybody  suits    him.      He 
talks  as  freely  to  strangers  as  to  those 
he  calls  old  friends.     The  first  man  he 
meeU  is  told  all  his   jokes  and   gotnl 
stories.      People  come  and  go  without 
his  observing  it ;  and  the  story  he  begins 
to  one  listener,  he  finishes  to  another 
who  happens  to  take  his  place.** 

In  the  chapter  Des  Jngemem^  he* 
analyses  the  fool  in  all  his  varieties. 
Elsewhere    he    has    observed    that 
there  is  in  manner  nothing  so  slight^ 
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simple,    and    almost    imperceptible,  but  if  he  Bits  down  to  write  It,  it  U 

which  does  not  disclose  something  of  ^^e  model  of  good  stories.    He  mak^ 

*!  .4  A  ^     1       'i.\       ^ ? :«  animals,  trees,  stones,  all  silent  thini^s 

the  man.     **  A  fool  neither  comes  m  ^^^      ^U   is   lightness,    elegance,    ex- 

nor  goes  out,  nor  sits  down  nor  gets  quisite  nature  and  delicacy.  Another 
up,  nor  holds  his  tongue,  nor  stands  is  simple,  timid,  wearisome  in  his  talk, 
on   his   less  like  a  man  of   sense."    "c    uses    one  word    for  another,    and 

1  i.^  *u^  i:^*;««4.;««  ^#  «^/  «*>/i  /v,#  estimates  tlic  value  of  his  work  hy  the 
Into  the  distinction  of  sot  and  fat    ^  j^  ^,^j        ^^.^     jj^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

our  language  can  hardly  convey  us ;  recite  nor  read  his  own  writings.  See 
iotfat  is  not  prig,  nor  fop,  nor  simple-  him  inspired  by  composition, — he  Is 
ton.     La  Bruyere  reduces  fatuity  to    not  below    Augustus,    Pompey,    Hcra- 

a  scale.     A  fool  {sot)  is  one  who  has    P^^^f '  J^«  \l,\  »^»"i?'  ^»^,  *  ^^^  ^^^^ 
X  1-  X    I.        ^  *      A   ^  *    l»e  is  a  politician,   a  philosopher.     He 

not  sense  enough  to  be  a /rt«.    A  fat    undertakes  to    make    heroes  speak,  to 
is  one  whom  fools  take  for  a  man    make  them  act.     He   paints   Romans; 
of  merit.      The   impertinent   is   an     they  are  greater  and  more  Roman   In 
extreme/flt.    The/a<  tires,  wearies,     bis  verses  tlian  in  their  history.''  .. 
disgusts,     repels ;    the    impertinent        ^^  y^^^  ^^  ^         ^^^  ^^^  1 
repels  exasperates,  enrages,  offends    p^rtr^it  of  Theodas—hx^  friend  San- 
-he  begms  where  the  other  ends.    Jeuil-a  greater  anomaly  than  any, 
Vhomme  ridievle  is  he  who,  only  so    ^^^^  ^j^  ^^^  caricature  of  himself 
long  as  he  is  one,  has  the  appearance    j^    ^^   part  which    describes  him 
of  a  fool.     The  fool  is  always  ridicu-    ^J  u^h\)  speaks  like  a  fool,  and 
lous;   it  IS  his  character.      '  Some-    thinks  like  a  man  of  sense,"  remind- 
tames  he  enters  mto  it  with  spirit,    j„     ^^^  ^^  ^         subsequent   epi- 
but  he    never    comes    out    of    it         l^^      j^  j^  j^^^^  he  dwells  on 
-'Folly   is  in    the    fool,   fatuity  m    fhe  caprices  and  tyrannies  of  fashion 
ihe  ><,   and    impertinence  in   the    ^touches  on  the  men's  dress  and  the 
impertinent       Sometimes  the  ndi-    j^^j^^,  ^^^^     y^^^  y^^^  examples  are 
^ulous  lies  ma  man  being  really    taken  from  other  exhibitions  of  sub- 
ridiculous,    and   sometimes    m   the    j^^^j^^  ^  ^  reigning  taste.     When 
imagination    of    those    who    think    he  placed  his  (?wt/f.Ara*,  a  rival  hypo- 
they   see  a  where  it    is    not    and    ^^^  ^^  Moliere's  Tartuffe,  in  thia 
cannot  be.     The  stupide  is  a  silent    ^j^j^.^^  ^^  j^jg     ^^  g^j^^.^^^  j^  ^^ 
fool,   and    so    far    more    sufferable    ^  j^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  understand  that  he 
than  the  talkative  fool      "Fools  and    viewed  much  of  the  religion  of  the 
provincials    always    think    you  are    ^      ^^^^  j^^^^^       ^  ^^  L^^j^  XIV/s 
laughing  at  them      You  must  never    ^^/^  ^^    ^^^j    ^  j^^j^j^^  ^^  j^^ 

nsk  the  mildest,  most  permissible  elsewhere  puts  it^- ^n /«ui  rf^t 
pleasantry,  except  with  persons  of  j^  j,^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  atheistical  king, 
sense  ancfpohteness.  "It  would  be  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^.  We  prefer 
a  hopeless  project  to  attempt  turning  ^^.  ^  ^^  example,  from  thi^  sub- 
a  great ^^ool,  also  very  nch,  into  ridi-  .  \^^  innocent  tulip-fancier,  one 
cule--the  laughers  are  on  his  side,  ^caboust,  an  avoeat  employed  m  the 
Passing  from  fools,  he  speculates,  ^  ^"J  ^^^^^ 
among  other  strange  things,  on  the 

genius  that  sometimes  wears  the  a  xhe  florist  has  a  garden  in  the  fau- 
appearance  of  folly  or  stupidity,  and  bourg ;  he  hastens  to  it  as  the  sun 
eives  the  portraits  of   La   Fontaine    rises,  and  only  returns  when   It   seta. 

onH  rnrnPillfl  • You  scc  him  transllsod,  as  though  ho 

ana  v^orneme .  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^ 

**  Tlierc  Ls  a  man  rough,  heavy,  stu-  lips,  and  before  the  SoUtaire,  lie 
>  pld.  Ue  docs  not  know  how  to  talk,  surveys  It  with  all  hla  eyes ;  he  rubs 
.or  to  relate  what  he    has    Just    seen ;     his  bauds,  he  stoops,  he  looks  close,  ho 
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has    never  seen   It   so    beautiful;    his  Tho  same  section  has  comments  on 

J^'twr^'n^-  ^f'^}"   ^?^'  ♦  ""^  l^^es  Jt  the  monstrous  anomalies  prevalent  in 

for    the     Onentale — he    turns    to    the  j.i     r»«        i         j  -  i  *^         ..        ^ 

K«i»«,  he  passes  on  to  the  Drap  cC  Or,  ^^  Church,  and  taken  as  a  matter  of 

from  thence  to  VAgathe,  from  whence  course;  on  the  strange  inconsistent 

he  returns   to   the   Solitaire,  where  he  cies  of  domestic  life  and  marriage : 

stands  till  he   is  tired    where  he  sits  on  the  abuses  and  tyrannies  of  the 

where  he  forgets  his  dinner;  so  perfect  i„„      ™,u;«u  i««j  u;«r  ^^  ^ ^^y,    14 t 

is    its   shape,    so    exquisitely   are    the  la^—which  lead  him  to  remark,   "I 

colours  disposed.     He  contemplates  it,  might  say  pretty  certainly  of  myself 

he  admires  it     In   all    tliis   it  is  not  that  I  shall  never  be  a  thief  or   a 

God  of  nature  he  admires;  he  does  not  murderer — but    it  is   a  bold   word 

TO  beyond  the  bulb  of  his  tulip   which  ^o  say  I  shall  never  be  punished  as 
he  would  not  part  with  for  a  thousand  ,  ^  ^v  j    f^"*°. '^  *^ 

crowns,    and    which    he    would    give  ^^^^,  :    ^^   ^"^  vexed   question    of 

away  for  nothine:  when  tulips  arc  out  of  medicine,  "  Neither    satire   nor   the 

fashion    and    pinks   take   their  place,  theatre,"  he  observes,  "  diminish  the 

This  man    endowed  with  rcason-who  doctors'  incomes.    They  marry  their 

has  a  soul,   a  worship,   a   reliffion — re-  j„„«vi.^,„    «^j    ^y^ au«:«   jL 

turns  to  his  home  wSiry  and  hungry,  daughters    and   place  then-  sons   m 

but  well  satisfied  with  his  day :  he  has  Parliament  and  the  prelacy,  and  the 

seen  some  tulips.^'  "  laughers    and    satirists    themselves 

furnish  the  money.  The  day  ar- 
rives when  the  healthy  become 
In  the  chapter  Sur  quelques  Usages^  sick;  they  want  people  whose  busi- 
he  begins  by  ridiculing  the  sue-  ness  it  is  to  tell  them  they  will  not 
cessful  effort*?  of  roturiers  to  provide  die.  So  long  as  men  may  die  who 
themselves  with  arms  and  an  ances-  want  to  live,  the  doctor  will  be 
try.  He  has  known  the  crown  laughed  at  and  paid."  In  this  sec- 
transferred  from  the  bourgeois'  shop-  tion  we  find  the  strange  character 
sign  to  the  panel  of  his  coach.  He  of  Htrmippua,  the  man  who  runs 
notes  the  power  that  lurks  in  hu-  counter  to  custom  in  all  his  habits — 
manity  to  believe  its  own  lies.  A  one,  we  imagine,  which  will  find  re- 
rustic,  by  dint  of  saying  that  he  has  sponse  in  every  one's  experience : — 
seen  a  miracle,  persuades  himself 
that  he  has  seen  one.  He  who  per- 
severes in  concealing  his  age,  ends  »»Hermippu8  is  the  slave  of  what  he 
by  believing  himself  young.  In  the  calls  his  little  conveniences.  To  them 
same  way  the  rotxirier  who  habitu-  ^^   sacrifices   received    usa^,    custom, 

ally   derives   his   origin   from   some  ^^*V9";  ^^5  politeness,     tfe  is  always 

•'.     .  ,  -         °  ,  •     i.     XL  contriving  for  them,    and    changincr  a 

ancient  baron,  from  whom  m  truth  gmall  improvement  for  what  he  thinks 

he  docs  not  descend,  has  the  plea-  a  greater.    He  neglects  nothing  in  this 

sure  at  length  of  believing  that  he  line,  but  makes  it  his  great  study ;  not 

does.     "  I  take  this   opportunity  to  ^  ^^J  V^^  without  some  discovery. 

«i^i«*A  *f  o»«« /N.,*  .^fk^.     i(4^u»4  4^i^»  He  leaves  to  other  men  the  ceremonies 

declare,     says  our  author—"  that  the  ^f  dinner  and  supper,  and  scarcely  ac- 

world  may  be  prepared,  and  nobody  knowledges   such   terms ;    for  him,  he 

taken  by  surprise  if  it  should  hap-  eats  when  he  is  hungry,  and  only  what 

pen  that  some  great  man  takes  me  he  particularly  fancfes.    He  stands  by 

under  his  wing  or  if  I  make  a  great  -f  Cd^  s^Jfi^fuf  aZ^J^^S  W 

fortune— that  there  is  a  Geoffrey  de  enable  him  to  sleep  exactor  as  he  likes 

la  Bruyere  whom  all  the  chronicles  to  sleep  ?    He  rarely  goes  out,  and  pre- 

rank  among  the  greatest  seigneurs  fers  to  all  other  places  the  room  where 

of  Prance,  who  followed  Godfrey  de  ^«    ^    "®!.^*'®''     ,     Tk  J^k'^J?^*'"*^ 

■D^  .11     ^,      ,1       TT  ,      T      J     /  where  he  does  not  act  but  bustles  and 

Bouillon   to   the   Holy  Land,   from  muddles  all  day  long  in   his  dressing- 

whom  I  descend  in  a  direct  hue."  gown.    Most   people    depend    servilely 
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on  the  locksmith  or  the  joiner,  aa  they  will   be  to  eat  again/*     A  few  sen- 
may  need  their^ervice« :  J)ut  with  Her-  tences,  taken  at  random,  are  all  wc 
mippufl,  if  anything  haa  to  be  filed,  he  ^         y          .      .               *^ 
has  a  tile;  to  be  sawn,  he  has  a  saw;  "*^^  spacu  lor . 
if  any  noils  have  to  be  taken  out,  ho 
has  pincers  at  liand.     Ton  canH  ima- 
gine the  tool  he  has  not  got,  and  to  his 
mind,   much    better   and    more   conve- 
nient tliun  those  in  common  use.     Ho  A  bad  man  lias  it  not  in  him  to  be 
has  new  and  unknown  ones  of  his  own  *.  PT^cat  man ;    admire   if   you  will  his 
invention,   for    which    he    himself   has  views,   his  projects,  his  conduct—exag- 
almost  forgotten  the  nse.     Nobody  can  gerate  his  cleverness  in  finding  the  best 
compare    with    him    in    a    facility    for  ^^^   shortest    means    to  hU  ends.      If 
making   useless    things.      At  one  time  ^^^^  ends  arc   bad,  prudence    has    no 
it  took  ten  steps  from  his  bed  to  his  P^'"'^  ^^  them;    and  where  prudence  is 
closet:    it  takes    but   nine  since  some  wanting,  show  me  the  greatness  if  you 
changes    he   has    made.       How    many  ^*°* 

steps  saved  in  a  lifetime!  Elsewhere  "People  do  not  fly  with  the  same 
people  must  needs  turn  a  key,  push  wings  in  search  of  fortune  as  for  trifles 
outward  or  draw  towards  them,  and  a  •"d  fancies.  There  is  a  sense  of  free- 
door  opens.  What  a  trouble  !  He  has  do^n  1"  following  your  caprices,  and, 
contrived  to  spare  one  of  these  move-  on  the  contrary,  of  servitude  in  pursu- 
monts  ;  but  how  ?  Tliis  Is  a  mystery  ^^S  yo«r  advancement.  It  Is  natural 
not  to  be  revealed.  He  is,  in  truth,  a  ^  long  for  it,  and  yet  not  to  labour 
p-eat  master  of  mechanical  expedients  »fter  it— to  believe  yourself  worthy  to 
n  those  things  nobody  else  cares  about  ^^^  without  the  eflbrt  of  search." 
Herraippus  leto  the  daylight  into  his  "Liberality  conslsU  less  in  giving 
room  by  other  means  than  through  the  much  than  In  giving  what  is  wanted 
window;  ho  has  found    the   secret  of  {aproposy* 

getting  up  and  down  otherwise  than  by  **  There    is   pleasure    in   mocUng   the 

the  stairs,  and  goes  out  and  comes  in  ^7^  of  one  on  whom  you  are  going  to 

much  more  conveniently  than  through  confer  a  benefit." 

the  door,'*  **  We  must  laugh  before  wc  arc  happy, 

for  fear  of  dying  without  laughing  at 

all." 
**  Regretting  those  you  love  Is  happl- 

We  must  not  indulge  ourselves  in  «ics8  compared  with  living  with  those 

more  characters  at  length^^    Gladly  y^.^^J^'coart  Is  like  an   edifice  built 

would  we  give  Gnathon,  the  selfish  ^f  marble.    It  Is  composed  of  men  hard 

man,  in  all  his  intercourse  with  his  and  polished." 

kind — at  table,  in  church,  and  the-  "ft  is  much  less  rare  to  meet  with 

atre,    on   the   loumey— who   pities  intellect    than   people    who    use   wlmt 

^\  1j«.     «««^JL:«.  «  ««    :n ,    k.,*  u:«  they  have  got,  or  who  know    how  to 

nobody,    recognises  no   dls   but  his  apply  that  of  others  and  put  It  to  some 

own,   his  repletion    and  his  bile —  use." 

who  weeps  for  no  other  death,  and  "It  would  seem,  on  first  thoughts, 

only  dr»iads  his  own,  which  he  would  that  part  of  the  pleasure  of  princes  waa 

gladly  redeem  by  the  extinction  of  ^Hl!!.^^"IS?nllf  n^w  J?^^  thVv^^^^ 

fV     !_•'                             r^t'A      A.\.      \  *.  Princes  are  like  other  men — they  think 

the  human  race ;— or  CUton,  the  glut-  of  themselves,  foUow  their  taste,  their 

ton — who  only  seems  born  to  digest  passions,    their  conveniences.     This  Is 

— who  has  never  been  known  to  ex-  natural." 

pose  himself  to  the  horrible  misfor-  ,   ".P«oPl«  [«frainst  general  InviUtlons] 

L.         «*  -«   :ii  ^^^\,^A  «« ^.,4.  ^ invite,  offer  their  houses,    their    table, 

tune  of  an  ill-cooked  ragout  or  an  ^^^^^  services :    noth*--  --«♦-  -r^^fM.,.: 

ghiss  of  wine.     "But   he  {ne  oauie)  butkeeplnj 

longer.     He  had  himself  "  Men  do  not  b^i 

carried   to  the  table  up   to  his  last  j"?  their  fortune  imthlrty---atfiftv  it 

RiVh    and  ffavG  a  dinner  the  dav  he  *•  "®^  ™*^®-    ^®y  ^^°  ^  ^""<*  *" 

sign,  ana  gave  a  oinner  tne  oay  ne  ^^^^  ^^^          ^^^  ^j^  ^^  ^^     ^^  ^^ 

died.     Wherever  he  is,  he  eats  still ;  painting  and  glazing." 

and,  if  he  returns  to  this  world,  it  *'Tho  pleasure  of  criticism  deprives 


.    V.^       »ii  iii-vwa.^  loj^uut  wr  «u    ^^^^^  scrvlccs  1    nothing  costs  anything 
indifferent  glass  of  wine.     "  But   he    {ne  cotUe)  but  keeping  your  word/"* 
oxists   no   longer.     He  had  himself       "  Men  do  not  begin  to  think  of  irak- 
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08  of  the  other  pleasure  of  being  keenly  to  be  innate— an  obedient  son  of  the 

^?.''rS'''*4uy  V^*"",^""^  *?^"^*"  ^^      A    ^  Church,  accepting  all  its  teaching, 

"To  think  only  of  yourself  and  of  ,  „.  ♦'«««:««   *u«  „«*:^«„i    «^«*«? 

the  present  is  one  great  Bourcc  of  error  ^^J  tempering   the  national   confor- 

in  politics."            .  ™ity»  ^'^d  by  implicauon  his  own,  by 

"Tlie    flatterer   has   neither    a  sufll-  the  observation   that    each  man  se- 

cienUy  |50od  opinion  of  hhnself  nor  of  lected  for  himself  an   inner  creed, 

""^"how  do  you  amuse  yourself?  how  according  to  his  particular  bent,  from 
do  you  pass  your  time?  is  the  question  1"®  great  body  of  dogmatic  formula, 
alike  of  fools  and  men  of  intelligence.  His  criticisms  and  strictures  are  con- 
If  I  reply,  I  open  my  eves  and  see,  I  fined  to  the  practical  religion  of  the 
open  my  cars  and  hear,  1  seek  health  ^^y,  to  modem  abuses  and  develop- 
repose,  liberty,  it  is  saying  nothing— it  -^  .  .  ecclesiastical  fonneries  and 
is  no  answer.  Solid  pleasures,  great  ™*'",^.  ^  ecciesiasucai  lopperies  ana 
joys,  the  only  real  satisfactions  of  life,  worldlmess,  with  intimations  of  fur- 
are  not  reckoned,  do  not  make  them-  ther  and  darker  departures  from  the 
selves  felt.  Do  you  play?  do  you  spuit  of  the  Gospel  But  this  world 
mask?  One  must  And  an  answer."  rvr./»,,«;«<i  i»:o  r^«T«  *»:»/i  »«>^  inf^ii^y^^  . 
-The   spirit   of   moderation,    and  a  occupied  his  own  mind  and  intellect ; 

cerUin  wisdom  in  conduct,  leave  men  and  he  wrote  for  men  of  the  world, 
in  obscurity;  it  needs  gi'eat  virtues  to  with  the  honest  intention  of  show- 
be  known  ^^  and  admired,  or  perhaps  ing  them  the  way  to  live  wisely  and 
great  vices.  ^^U   jj^  j^.      j^  ^^g  ^^^^  jjjj^jj  jj^  jjjg 

Would-be-wits,  bufToons-m^zi/ra/*  ^7^^*^^  ^^  ™?7  P";*^  relation^ 

plaisanU-ave  objects  of  his  particular  J^^  "^^^^^  hTthou^f te  -^"^oW 

di..gust     Perhaps  he  suffered  from  .       t^^^^^i^  penetra- 

them  ;  but  we  find  something  of  the  ^j^„  r^ched  beyond  the  scene  of  his 

same  feeling  in  Pascal  m  the  start-  g^^^^j         but  he  does  not  follow  men 

hng  saying-"i>/.^.r  de  hons  mots,  j^^^^    ^j'^   .^  ^^  ^^       ^^^^   ^^ 

mauvazs  caracterc.  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  \^^^  ^^  p^.^^ 

"So    thick     upon    the    ground    are  them,  convicting  them  of  meannesR, 

buffoons,"  says  our  autlior,  *'that  one  pride,    arrogance,    self-seeking,    and 

treads  on  them.     It  rains  tliis  sort  of  all   the   train   of   vices  fostered   by 

insect  in   all  countries.     Real  fun  is  a  luxury,  idleness,  and  vanity,  in  their 

rare  thnijr.     To  a  man  born  with  it,  the  intercourse  with  one  another, 

gift  needs  delicate  handlimr.    It  is  not  "'^^^"•"^  ttiv**  vii^  «iiv/wivi. 

often  tliat  the  mnn  who  makes  us  laugh  -A"  '"S  art,  all  the  graces  of  his 

wins  our  esteem."  style,  go  to  set  forth  the  attractive- 

,„,      ,     ,      ,             .11            n  ^®ss  as  well    as  virtue  of  honesty, 

J  he  book   closes  with  these  rcflec-  gimplicity,  truth,  and  independence, 

tions :  Hq   gggg  tjjQ  ugliness  of    vice  and 

"  A  certain    inequalitv  of   condition,  selfishness,  under  whatever  disguise, 

which  shall  keep  up  order  and  subor-  and   makes    US     see    it    too.       Les 

dination,  is  the  work  of  God,  and  im-  Caracteres    is    one    of     the     books 

plies  a  divine  law.      A  too  great  dis-  from  which  the  reader  ought  to  rise 

proportion,  such  as  we  observe  among  •                        .nd   he  will  Rmrrelv 

men  in  their  work,  is  the  law  of   the  *  wiser  man.      Ana  ne  will  scarcely 

strongest  rise  a  sadder  one ;  for  the  humours, 

"All  extremes  are  vicious,  and  come  the  inconsistencies,  the  harmless  pe- 

from  men.     All  compensation  is  just,  culiarities  of  men  furnished  so  much 

*"- T^f'^'^^.^fn  "li^«  u  ..15  u   ,^..    1  .  matter,  and  are  hit  off  with  a  truth 

**  If  people    don  t   relish    these  char-  ,     '              'i.     *  ^  i«  -j. 

acters,  I  am  surprised ;  if  they  do  relish  ^o   keen,  a  wit  of  felicitous  expres- 

them,  I  am  surprised  all  the  same."  sion    so  rare,    that    these    qualities 

seem   to   transfer  themselves  to  his 

La  Bniyere  was   emphatically   a  own   mind,  illuminating    it   with  a 

believer —holding  a  sense  of  a  God  sudden  sense  of  insight  and  perccp- 
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tion.     As  a  friend  of  bright  Intel-  well.     They  will  certainly  miss  many 

ligence  (introduced  to  the  book  for  of  their  most  favourite  thoughts  and 

the  first  time)  wrote,  after  a  delight-  characters ;  but  the  work  is  so  yaried, 

ed  glance  through  its  pages :  ^^  Thank  runs  through  so  wide  a  range  of  sub- 

you    for    introducing    us     to    La  jects,  all  treated  with  the  same  happy 

Bruy^re.     Most  excellent  I  think  he  conscientiousness,   the    same    mind 

is — so  true,  so   simple,  so  natural,  busy  upon  them,  that  it  is  impossi- 

Exactly  what   I    should  haye  said  ble  to  convey  any  adequate  idea  in 

myself.*'  a  few  pages.     We  shall  be  satisfied 

Those  of    our    readers  who  are  if,  by  what  we  have  said  and  quoted, 

familiar  with  this  classic  are  likely  we  tempt  those  who  have  only  hith- 

to  reproach  us,  under  the  disappoint-  erto  known  La  Bruyere  as  a  name, 

ing  unsatisfactory  veil  of  translation,  to  procure  his  ^  Characters  *  in  the 

with  not  having  chosen  our  extracts  original  and  read  for  themselves. 


TUE  END  OF  THE  BANQUET. 

Farewell,  my  friends ! — I  hear  the  call 

I  cannot  but  obey ; — 
Farewell  I  for  I  Aust  leave  you  all, 

Had  I  the  wish  to  stay. 

And  yet — ^forgive  me — I  rejoice. 

For  I  am  old  and  tired ; — 
Worn  by  the  talk,  the  lights,  the  noiso, 

And  all  I  once  desired. 

After  a  time  life's  very  best 

Begins  to  stale  and  pall : 
I  go  to  silence  and  to  rest, 

And  so— Farewell  to  all  I 

w.  w.  s. 
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OUR    AUTUMN  MAN(EUVRES. 

Wb  have  now  finished  our  second  The  following  remarks  are  written 

attempt  to  afford    the    army   some  in  no  captious  spirit ;  the  writer  has 

practical  instruction    in  the  art  of  no    pet    hohby  to    advocate.      His 

campaigin'ng,     and    in    the    higher  object  is  to  let   John    Bull    know 

science  of  war,  by  the  manoeuvring  frankly  the  opinion  of  a  large  class 

of  one  force  against  another.     Has  of  military  men  as  to  the  shortcom- 

it  been  successful  ?  have  we  judi-  ings  of  our  army,  when  viewed  as  a 

ciously  expended   the  money  voted  *  machine  for  the  purposes  for  which 

for  it    by   Parliament  ?      Are    the  all  armies  exist       It    is    believed 

answers  to  these  questions  such  as  that  the  following  views  upo^  the 

to  warrant  our  repeating  the  experi-  purely  militarv  part  of  the  subject 

ment  next  year  ?    A  few  pages  may  arc  regarded  by  some  old  generals 

be  profitably  allotted    to  the  con-  as  akin    to   revolutionary.       These 

Bideration  of  these  points.  views  are  not,  however,  very  new ; 

It  is  not  necessary  to  disprove  and  their  great  claim  to  considera- 
the  commission  of  numerous  blun-  tion  is,  that  they  are  not  original, 
ders  on  the  part  of  both  executive  being  shared  by  the  thinking  men 
and  administrative  officers  in  order  in  every  well  -  instructed  foreign 
that  we  should  be  able  to  pronounce  army,  and  by  the  great  bulk  of  our 
our  second  attempt  a  success ;  for  rising  officers.  If  the  following  con- 
one  of  the  great  objects  to  be  attain-  elusions  are  concurred  in,  it  is  for 
ed  was  to  discover  our  weak  points,  the  reader  to  appraise  the  amount  of 
to  find  out  what  was  amiss,  and  blame — rather  let  us  say  of  crimin- 
where  there  was  friction  in  the  ality — to  be  attached  to  rulers  who 
working  of  our  military  machine,  do  not  change  those  tactics  that 
But  if,  after  having  incurred  the  have  become  obsolete,  and  to  an 
expense,  these  faults  thus  ascertain-  administrative  machinery  that  has 
ed  are  not  corrected,  not  only  shall  proved  so  unsuited  for  the  exigen- 
we  have  wasted  our  money,  but  our  cies  of  war  that,  when  recently 
military  rulers  will  have  proved  tested  by  the  French,  it  became  the 
themselves  culpably  negligent  of  primary  cause  of  their  disasters, 
the  public  interests.  In  attempting  to  answer  the  que»- 

Tliere   is   no  desire  on    the   part  tions    with    which  we   have    begun 

of  generals  or  staff  officers  to  hide  this  article,  it  will  be  well  to-  divide 

defects ;  they  are  only  too  anxious  to  the  subject  into  two  heads  :  1st,  The 

bring  them  forward  with  a  view  to  fitness  of  our  executive  system   to 

their  being  corrected.     Many  in  our  the  requirements  of  modern  war,  an 

army  dislike  changes  because  they  well  as  the  manner  in  which    that 

are  changes,  so  that  military  reform-  system  has  been   carried  out ;  2d, 

crs  can  only  hope  to  succeed  by  enlist-  The  fitness   of    our    administrative 

ing  the  public  opinion  on  their  side,  system  for  the  purpose  of   feeding 

The  volunteer  movement  has  direct-  and    of     otherwise    supplying    the 

ed  attention  so  generally  to  military  wants  of  our  army  during  war. 

subjects,  that  the  public  is  now  fully  The  men  who  have   to  win    our 

competent  to  form   sound  opinions  battles  may  be  the  bravest  and  mo^t 

upon  army  questions  that  are  argued  highly   instructed   of  soldiers ;    but 

out  fully  and  fairly  in  the  current  unless  a  machinery  exists  by  means 

literature  of  the  day.  of  which  they  shall  be  kept,    whoa 
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in  the  field,  well  fed,  clothed,  paid,  manoeuvres :  ^*  Par  une  etrange  ano- 

and  supplied  with  ammunition,  &&,  malie,   il  n^existait  aucune   corr61a- 

the  army  had  better  not  exist  at  all,  tion  entre  le    grade  et  la  science, 

as  far  as  the  nation  is  concerned.  mais   seulement    entre    Tage    et   le 

The  subject  really  resolves  itself  grade."      With   us  it  is  not  those 

into  combatant  and   non-combatant  who  are  known  to  be  the  best  men 

considerations.      It  must   never  be  that  are  selected  for  commands,  but 

forgotten    that    the  non-combatant  those  who  possess  what  is  termed 

class  attached  to  the  army  exists  *^  the  best  claims.''    The  vested  inte- 

solely  for  the  service  of  combatants ;  rests  of  officers  have  still  great  weight 

it  is  not  of  the  army  but  foi'  the  at  the  Horse  Guards  ;  and  as  long  as 

army.     This  would  seem  to  be  fre-  it  is  considered  that  all  vacant  posi- 

quently  forgotten  by  right  honour-  tions  of  importance  must  be  given 

ablen  gentlemen  in  framing  admin-  to  the  seniors,  so    long    shall    wo 

istrative  regulations,  and   by  those  suffer  as  an  army  and  as  a  nation, 

who  have  to  carry  them  out.      The  Nine  times  out  of  ten  the  most  im- 

attention  of  all  military   organisers  portant  appointments  are  bestowed 

should  be  steadily  fixed  upon   our  upon  men  as  a  reward  for  long,  and 

sabres  and  bayonets,   remembering  perhaps  meritorious,  service, 

that   victory    depends    upon    their  Until  the  country  is  prepared  to 

efficiency:  their  interests  must  be  come  forward  and  provide  for    it«» 

considered  first  old  generals,  by  giving   them  good 

In  sending  an  army  into  the  life-pensions,  we  cannot  hope  to  see 
field,  one  of  the  most  important  their  services  dispensed  with,  nor 
functions  of  a  War  Minister  is  the  military  commands  bestowed  upon 
selection  of  division  and  brigade  the  best  men  for  tliem. 
commanders  to  be  employed.  Judg-  It  is  most  desirable  that  the 
ing  from  the  selections  made  for  our  youngest  possible  officers  should  be 
operations  of  both  years,  a  stranger  employed  during  our  manoeuvres  in 
would  be  led  to  think  that  England  all  high  positions ;  at  all  events,  the 
was  not  rich  in  talented  generals,  divisions  should  be  organised  as 
Is  it  considered  that  the  posses-  r^ards  their  generals,  brigadiers, 
sion  of  a  general's  commission  car-  and  staff,  as  they  would  embark  in 
ries  with  it  the  gifts  of  ability  and  the  event  of  its  becoming  necessary 
fitness  for  command  ?  With  a  few  to  send  an  army  to  Belgium.  Sure- 
brilliant  exceptions,  it  will  be  gen-  ly  no  one  with  any  pretence  to  a 
orally  admitted  that  the  great  ma-  knowledge  of  war,  or  of  the  merits 
jority  of  generals  and  brigadiers  em-  and  reputation  of  the  officers  in  our 
ployed  this  year  were  not  men  to  army,  would  contend  that  any  War 
whose  care  the  lives  of  soldiers  could  Minister  would  suffer  our  troops  to 
be  intrusted  in  war.  The  troops  leave  England  for  real  warfare  under 
engaged  know  this  well.  Why,  such  generals  as  have  recently  been 
therefore,  should  there  be  any  employed,  there  being,  as  already 
squeamishness  in  letting  the  public  stated,  some  brilliant  exceptions, 
know  it  also  ?  But  few  possessed  Why.  therefore,  employ  them  dur- 
any  qualifications  for  command  be-  ing  the  manoeuvres  ?  The  majority 
vond  long  service  and  their  position  were  incapable  of  affording  instruc- 
m  the  army  list  What  a  recent  tion  to  others  from  their  ignorance 
writer  said  of  the  French  generals  of  the  science  of  their  profession, 
during  the  late  war,  may  with  truth  and  they  were  beyond  the  age,  and 
bo  said  of  the  large  majority  of  mostly  too  wedded  to  old  ideas  to 
those  employed  during  both  years'  learn     themselves.       New    military 
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ideas  assimilate  as  badly  with   the  the  course  of  nature,  they  have  be- 

braius   of  our   generals   and   older  come  sufficiently  old  and  infirm  to 

officers  as  does  a  patch  of  new  cloth  reach  the  grade  of  general,   when, 

with  an  old  garment.  owing    to    rheumatism    and    disap- 

Those  who  now  hold  the  rank  of  "pointed  hopes,  they  also  may  per- 
general  in  our  army,  entered  it  when  haps  be  little  fitted  for  the  command 
the  reputation  of  being  a  good  officer  of  men  in  war.  In  the  mean  time 
was  easily  obtained.  Few  of  them  they  must  be  content  to  rust  in 
have  ever  studied  their  profession  idleness,  seeing  appointment  after 
scientifically ;  and  those  who  have  appointment  given  away  to  men 
had  war  experience  have  gained  it  ignorant  of  their  profession  as  a 
when  the  tactical  requirements  of  science,  but  possessed  of  what  is 
the  present  day  were  undreamt  of.  termed  by  the  authorities  **good 
They  have  grown  old  in  the  prac-  claims  for  employment" 
tice  of  what  is  now  an  obsolete  sys-  Our  rulers  fail  to  appreciate  how 
tem,  and  their  scientific  attainments  essential  it  is  that  military  know- 
are  not  of  an  order  enabling  them  ledge  should  keep  pace  ^)an  passti 
to  rise  to  the  increasing  military  with  the  increased  responsibility 
requirements  of  the  day,  rendered  attached  to  each  step  of  military 
necessary  by  the  application  of  rank.  Until  we  insist  that  all  offi- 
modem  inventions  to  war  purposes,  cers  commanding  regiments,  all  col- 
The  standard  of  military  efficiency  onels  and  generals,  shall  possess. a 
that  is  now  essential  for  the  well-  high  scientific  knowledge  of  their 
being  of  an  army  is  not  recognised  business,  we  shall  see  displayed  at 
by  them ;  they  wrap  themselves  in  every  succeeding  autumnal  manoeu- 
the  illusory,  but  to  them  comforting  vres  that  same  professional  ignor- 
rcflection,  that  the  tactical  system  ance,  and  inability  to  understand 
that  was  good  enough  for  Welling-  the  tactical  requirements  of  modern 
ton,  is  good  enough  for  them,  for-  war,  that  characterised  the  move- 
getting  the  improvements  effected  ments  and  dispositions  made  during 
in  arms  since  the  great  Duke's  days,  the  last  two  autumns  by  the  ma- 
and  ignoring  the  altered  conditions  jority  of  the  generals  and  brigadiers 
of  fighting  they  have  given  rise  to.  employed. 

Before  dismissing  this  subject,  let  Running  through  our  whole  mili- 
us  remind  the  reader  that  we  are  tary  hierarchy,  there  is,  on  the  part 
now  working  slowly  and  against  of  officers,  a  curious  want  of  con- 
great  opposition  towards  the  estab-  fidcnce  in  those  holding  the  grade 
lishment  of  a  high  standard  of  mil-  immediately  below  them.  The  gen- 
itary  knowledge  for  all  the  junior  eral  commanding  a  division  has  no 
ranks  in  the  army,  but  we  are  doing  reliance  upon  the  ability  of  his 
nothing  to  insure  our  lieutenant-  brigadiers,  nor  the  brigadier  upon 
colonels,  colonels,  and  generals  pos-  that  of  the  officers  commanding 
sessing  any  knowledge  of  strategy,  corps,  nor  they  in  their  turn  upon 
tactics,  or  the  science  of  their  pro-  their  captains.  This  is  very  in- 
fession  as  applicable  to  those  grades,  jurious  to  efficiency  ;  and  the  result 
In  our  junior  ranks  and  in  the  is,  that  we  find  generals  amongst 
grades  of  field  officer,  we  have  a  the  skirmishers,  interfering  with 
large  number  of  highly-instructed  colonels  and  captains,  to  the  general 
soldiers  who  are  devoted  to  the  confusion  of  every  one.  If  we  would 
acquisition  of  military  knowledge,  all  content  ourselves  with  perform- 
Many  of  these  are  on  half-pay,  and  ing  the  duties  pertaining  to  our 
likely   to   be  unemployed   until,   in  grades  and  functions,  things  would 
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go  on  much   smoother ;    hut  when  may  differ  upon  points  of  detail,  hut 

we   interfere   with   juniors    in   the  all  are   agreed  in    condemning   our 

performance  of  their  ordinary  duties  present  formations  as  unsuitod  for 

or  their  movements  in  the  field,  in  fighting  purposes.     The  public  has 

the  amiable  hope  that  we  are  help-  of  late    heard  so  much    about    the 

ing    a   dull    or   stupid   oflBcer,    we  "Scientific  Corps"   (the  officers   of 

puzzle  him  all  the  more.     If  left  to  which  do  not  hide  their  light  under 

himself,  he  might  not  be  brilliant  a  bushel),  that  we  are  in  danger  of 

certainly,  but  he   would   do  much  forgetting  the  most    important  arm 

better,  and  have  a  chance  of  learn-  of    the    service — the    infantry.     So 

ing  to  do  still  better  in  the  future,  much    has     recently    been    written 

This  fussiness  and  desire  to   inter-  about    the  importance  of   artillery, 

fere  is  the  proverbial  failing  of  our  of  the  crushing  effects  of  the  Prus- 

commanding    officers ;    and    during  sian  guns  at  Sedan,  that  an  impres- 

any  field-day   it  is   no    uncommon  sion  seems  to   have  taken   hold   of 

occurrence  to  see  generals  of    high  the  non-professional  public,  that  to 

rank  taking  command  of  regiments,  be  strong  in  artillery,  without  regard 

and  even  of  companies,  to  the  great  to  the  efficiency  of   your   infantry, 

detriment  of   the  service  generally,  means  being  strong  on  the    day  of 

This   fault   has  been  most   glaring  battle.     This   alleged  increased    im- 

during  both  years^  manoeuvres.  portance  of  artillery  is  a  myth.     The 

Without  attempting  to  introduce  subject  is  too  large  for  this  article; 

competitive   examinations   into   our  but  let  the  practical-minded  English 

anny,  let   us  trust  that,  in  accord-  man    remember,    according   to    the 

ance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  returns  recently  published  by  the 

in  order  that  our  army   may  keep  Prussians,  that  out  of  every  hun- 

pacc    with    that   of   other   nations,  dred  wounds,  over  ninety  had  been 

some  system    may   be  devised   for  made    by   the   rifled  musket.     The 

insuring  to  the  country  and  to  the  overwhelming  victories  won  by  the 

soldiers  to  be  commanded,  that  our  Prussians  in   186G  and  1870   were 

superior  officers  are  possessed  of  the  not  due  to  any  superiority  in  artil- 

military  knowledge  now  required  by  lery:    it  is  an   admitted    fact    that 

those  holding  high  military  positions.  King  William*s  guns    in    Bohemia 

We  hope  the  day  is  near  when  ap-  were  badly  handled  tactically,   and 

pointments  will  no  longer  be  given  played  a  minor  part  throughout  the 

as  heretofore,  but  will  be  bestowed  whole  campaign.     Their  success  has 

upon  men  whose    talents   and  pro-  from  first  to  last  been  attributable 

fessional  attainments  warrant  their  to  the  superior  efficiency    of  their 

being  intrusted  with  the  command  infantry;    and  no  one  truth  comes 

of  soldiers  under  fire.  out  more  strongly  from  the  recent 

It  is  hoped  that  the  reader  has  read  experience  of  war,  than  that,  with 

the  Wellington  prize   essay  of  this  equal  numbers,  the  side  whose  in- 

year.     The  tactical  proficiency  now  fantry  is  best  will  surely  win.     A 

required  by  an  army  is  fully  describ-  French  marshal  once  said  that  ours 

ed,  and  the  important  study  of  how  "  was    the    finest    infantry   in    the 

battles  will    be    fought   henceforth  world;    but    that,    thank    heaven, 

is    well   argued  out   in   it      Those  there  was  not  much  of  it*'     If  ap- 

views   accord   with   the    opinion  of  plied  to  war   under  the  conditions 

the  best  foreign  military  writers  of  upon  which  battles  were  fought  when 

the  day,  and,  as  far  as  general  prin-  this  was  said,  the  same  might  with 

ciplcs  are  concerned,  may  therefore  still  greater  truth  be  said  of  it  now, 

be  accepted  unhesitatingly.     Many  for  we  have  gone  on  perfecting  it  to 
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fit  it  for  those  conditions.     Breech-  been    successful  from    having    ap- 

loading  and  rifled  arms  have  altered  predated  that   the  tactics  of  Wei- 

those  conditions,  but  we  still  go  on  lington  were  no  longer  applicable  to 

preparing  for  a  species  of  war  that  war  when  made  with   the  present 

never  can  be  repeated.  arms  of  precision,  and  from  having 

An  army  cannot  stand  still  as  re-  adopted  a  system  of  attack  in  loose 
gards  its  efficiency,  and  its  value  as  order  to  counteract  their  murderous 
a  fighting  instrument.  To  be  effi-  efix)cts.  As  Wellington  won  great 
cientitmust  march  with  the  times,  victories  by  being  ahead  of  his 
There  are  few  mechanical  inventions  rivals  in  appreciating  the  tactical 
or  scientific  discoveries  having  any  requirements  of  his  time,  it  may 
practical  bearing  upon  social  pro-  with  certainty  be  assumed  that  were 
gress  that  fail  to  react  more  or  less  he  now  living  in  all  the  vigour  of 
directly  upon  the  art  of  war.  The  his  youthful  mind,  he  would  at  once 
great  military  successes  of  the  world  forsake  the  old  theories,  and  strike 
have  been  gained  by  men  who,  as  out  for  us  a  system  of  tactics  in 
if  by  inspiration,  having  availed  consonance  with  the  military  neces- 
themselves  of  the  science  and  in-  sities  of  the  day. 
ventions  of  their  age  to  provide  Soldiers  with  a  knowledge  of 
their  troops  with  the  best  arms,  their  profession,  as  taught  by  recent 
were  able,  through  their  genius,  to  wars,  felt  sad  as  they  witnessed  the 
perceive  the  system  of  tactics  most  engagements  near  Salisbury,  where 
suited  to  develop  their  use.  Hav-  the  slow,  rigid  formations  of  an 
ing  thus  brought  their  forces  into  obsolete  system  of  tactics  were  prac- 
a  condition  of  fitness  for  war  unat-  tised  under  the  approving  eyes  of 
tained,  perhaps  unappreciated,  by  so  many  of  our  generals.  Since 
their  neighbours,  they  won  victory  then  the  army  has  been  anxiously 
after  victory  over  these,  who,  («sy-  expecting  to  receive  official  instruc- 
going  people — like  us  at  present —  tions  directing  attacks  in  skirmish- 
had  let  their  armies  fall  asleep  in  ing  order  to  be  tried,  so  that  wo 
pleasant  but  fatal  ignorance  of  their  may  be  spared  in  future  having  to 
inefficiency.  drill  our  men  upon  false  principles, 

Our  old  officers,  who  still  pin  and  to  inculcate  erroneous  ideas  as 
their  faith  to  the  tactics  of  Welling-  to  what  actual  fighting  is  like,  and 
ton,  forget  that  his  victories  were  how  it  is  best  to  be  carried  out 
due  to  his  thorough  appreciation  of  The  other  arms  of  the  service  may 
the  requirements  of  war  in  the  age  be  as  fine  as  possible,  and  the  phy- 
in  which  he  fought.  His  line-for-  sique  of  our  men  may  leave  us 
mation  in  two  deep  was  the  inspi-  nothing  to  desire;  but  as  it  is  in- 
ration  of  a  military  genius  of  the  fantry  alone  who  can  win  battles,  it 
highest  order ;  and  when  his  tactics,  is  dreadful  to  think  that  if  dragged 
based  thereon,  were  practised  in  the  into  war  to-morrow,  our  national 
field  against  the  column-formation  honour — ay,  even  our  fate  as  a 
of  the  previous  era,  the  result  was  nation — would  have  to  depend  upon 
a  series  of  victories  that  placed  our  an  infantry  instructed  in  the  art  of 
army  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of  fighting  as  practised  in  an  age  that 
military  renown.  In  fact,  ho  won  is  no  more, — upon  an  infantry  whose 
because  his  tactical  conceptions  were  proficiency  in  unpliable  and  ponder- 
as  far  in  advance  of  his  contem-  ous  movements  would  only  enable 
poraries  as  they  now  are  behind  it  to  die  in  a  disciplined  manner, 
those  practised  recently  by  the  Individuals  Icamt  a  great  deal  by 
Prussians.      The    Prussians     have  the  manoeuvres  of    1871,  and   the 
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rigidity  and  slowness  of  our  move-  first,  and  which,  if  the  opinion 
ments  was  then  fully  appreciated  by  formed  of  him  at  the  Cape  be  true, 
most  men.  Notwithstanding,  how-  is  so  much  in  consonance  with  his 
ever,  we  have  again  this  year  seen  active,  fiery  disposition, 
brigades  deployed  for  attack  into  The  general  idea  was  a  very  good 
stiff  lines,  where  each  man  felt  the  one,  and  was  calculated  to  afford 
trouser-scams  of  his  comrade  to  his  instructive  lessons  to  all  thinking 
right  and  his  left.  If  the  object  oflBcers  in  its  execution.  Why  the 
was  to  give  us  a  fair  idea  of  what  programme  laid  down  for  the  third 
war  was  when  both  sides  were  armed  day  s  fighting  was  altered  has  never 
with  smooth-bores,  the  battles  on  been  satisfactorily  explained :  the 
the  Wily  were  good  ;  but  if  the  thread  of  the  operations  was  broken 
British  tax-payer  imagines  that  they  by  introducing  into  them  a  badly- 
afforded  the  army  any  instruction  in  designed  Wimbledon  field  -  day. 
the  art  of  fighting  nowadays,  he  is  Camp  rumour  assigned  the  well- 
very  much  mistaken.  The  soldier-  known  good-nature  of  the  Duke  as 
angels  must  have  wept  with  grief  as  a  reason,  it  being  said  that  he  was 
they  looked  down  and  saw  our  mag-  anxious  if  possible  to  force  the  Nor- 
nificent  Guardsmen  slowly  advanc-  thern  side  into  a  victory  by  ordering 
ing  up  bare  hills  to  attack  lines  it  to  assume  the  ofi'ensive.  Some 
dressed  with  a  regularity  that  would  said  it  was  to  be  accounted  for  by 
have  gladdened  the  heart  of  Frede-  the  irrepressible  love  on  the  part  of 
rick  the  Creates  most  zealous  ser-  the  public  for  sham  fights  executed 
geant-major.  Had  the  game  been  on  restricted  spaces.  Every  one  can 
in  earnest,  we  know  that  our  Guards  certainly  see  well  upon  such  occa- 
would  never  have  surrendered,  but  sions,  but  no  one  learns  anything, 
they  would  most  certainly  have  died  The  result  of  the  third  day's  fight- 
er masse.  ing  was  as  unfortunate  to  the  Nor- 

"The  general  idea,"  or  outline  thern  side  as  that  of  the  two  pre- 
fer the  operations  on  the  plains  of  ceding  engagements,  and  its  corn- 
Salisbury,  has  recently  been  pub-  mander  proved  himself  to  be  as 
lished  in  one  of  the  newspapers,  unhappy  in  this,  his  only  attempt  at 
It  had  previously  been  made  known  an  offensive  operation,  as  he  was 
only  to  the  two  opposing  leaders,  throughout  in  his  defensive  com- 
W^hat  the  reason  was  for  keeping  it  binations. 

secret  we  know  not ;  for  in  order  that  For  Control  purposes,  it  is,  we  arc 

a  proper  interest  should  be  taken  in  told,    absolutely  necessary  that  the 

the  operations  by  all  engaged,  it  is  officers  of  that  department  should 

very  essential  that   even  the    rank  know  beforehand  where  the  troops 

and  file  should  be  told  as  much  as  are  to  encamp  each   evening.      In 

possible  regarding  the  object  aimed  order  to   secure  their  being  at  the 

at,  and  the  movements  intended  to  places  decided  upon,  it  is  necessary 

accomplish  it.  to  have  upon   the    theatre  of  war 

The  Northern  Commander  assumed  in  the  rear  or  on  the  flanks  of  the 
throughout  the  campaign  a  strict,  opposing  armies,  imaginary  forces 
passively-defensive  role,  scattering  that  can  be  brought  up  at  any  phase 
liis  troops  over  an  extent  of  country  of  an  action,  for  the  purpose  of 
that  could  not  have  been  defended  counteracting  any  great  success  won 
by  an  army  six  times  his  strength,  by  either  side  in  advance  of  the 
He  was  consequently  weak  every-  position  previously  selected  for  Con- 
where,  affording  his  opponent  daily  trol  purposes  as  its  camp  for  the 
opportunities  for  that  brilliant  offen-  night  It  is  only  by  means  of  suc'i 
sive  which   he  adopted    from    the  imaginary  forces   that  tlie  requhc 
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ments  of  the  Control  Department  can  can  be  really  moved  about  a  country 
be  satisfied  without  in  any  way  by  a  skilful  player  as  pieces  are  on 
fettering  the  freedom  of  commanders,  a  chess-board,  without  in  any  way 
and  arranging  beforehand  which  side  whatever  restricting  the  comman- 
is  to  be  successful  in  each  action,  der's  liberty  of  action  as  regards  the 
The  first  day's  fighting  on  the  river  combinations  of  any  one  day's  opera- 
Wily    is    a    good    example.      Both  tions. 

generals    had    the    most    unlimited        Much  has  recently  been  written 
freedom  of  action.     Sir  R.  Walpole  in  the  daily  press  condemnatory  of 
took  up  a  defensive  position  behind  these   "  paper  armies ;"   but  if  the 
the  river,  with  a  view  to  preventing  reporters  who  deprecated  their  use 
the  invaders  from  crossing  it     He  so  strongly  had  to  arrange  for  the 
failed  signally,  as  all  generals  have  operations  of  two  hostile  armies  on 
done  in  real  war  who  have  attempted  a  restricted  area,  so  as  to  secure  that 
a  similar  feat  by  remaining  strictly  they  shall  come    into    collision    at 
on  the  defensive.     Sir  John  Michel  least  four  times  without  interfering 
carried  half  of  his  force  across  at  with  the  contractor's  arrangement^ 
an  unguarded  point,  with  which  he  for  feeding    them,    "our    specials" 
pounced  down  upon  the  flank  of  the  would  find  it    impossible,    without 
enemy  at  Codford,  whilst  the  other  the  assistance  of  imaginary  forces,  to 
half  assailed  him   in  front.     There  give  to  the  operations  the  cohesive 
being  only  a  small  part  of  the  Nor-  resemblance  of  a  real  campaign, 
them  army  at  that  point,  and  as  the        It  is  to  be  regretted  beyond  mea- 
rcmaining  brigades  were  too  distant  sure   that   the  result  of  each  day's 
to  render  timely  assistance,  the  re-  operations  was  not  published  every 
suit  of  the  day's  fighting  was  pro-  evening,   comments  being  made   at 
nounccd  to  be  a  Southern  victory,  the  same  time  by  the  Gommander-in- 
Hut  the  Control,  or  rather  the  con-  Chief  upon  the  mistakes  committed, 
tractors  who  sail  under  the  Control  and  upon  all  movements  or    com- 
colours,  had  provided  for  feeding  the  binations  that  seemed  to  be  worthy 
invading  army  some  miles  south  of  of  favourable  notice.     It  is  difficult 
the   river  from  Codford.     Sir  John  to  do  this  when  the  troops  march 
Michel  ought  to  have  been  beaten,  every  day ;  but  if  they  oidy  did  so 
as  he  would  have  been  had  his  op-  every    alternate    day,   it    might    be 
poncnt  been  a  real  general ;  but  he  easily  effected.     It  is  believed  that 
iiud  won,  and  to  prevent  the  arrange-  if  this  was    done,   the    manoeuvres 
mcnts  of  the  firm  of  Control,  Con-  might  be  made  most  interesting  to 
tractors,   &   Co.  from   collapsing,  it  even  the  rank  and  file  engaged :  the 
was    essential     that    the    invaders  soldier  would  understand  the  game 
should  retire  from  the  position  they  he  was  helping  to  play,  and  would 
had  won.     What  was  to  be  done  ?  take  a  pleasure  in   it     No    nation 
Unexpected  as    the  result  was,   it  is  so  fond  of  outdoor  amusements, 
had  been  provided  for  beforehand,  and  of    everything  approaching    to 
by  having  an  imaginary  force  march-  sport,  as  we  are;  and  all  who  watch- 
ing from  the  west  through  Warmin-  ed  our  men  when  the  opposing  sides 
ster  to  the  defenders'  assistance.     It  had  now  and  then  approached  one 
was  at  once  announced   that  these  another  too  closely,  must  have  ro- 
rcinforccments  were  advancing  upon  marked  how  strongly  the  schoolboy 
Sir  John  Michel's  flank ;  so  he  had  instincts  came  out  in  the  man  ;  in- 
Dothing  for  it  but  to  fall  back  be-  deed,  upon  these  occasions  it  was 
hind  the  river,  giving  up  the  advan-  only  by  the  efforts  of  the  officers  on 
tige  he  had  gained.  both    sides    that   the   tussles    of    a 
By  this  plan  two  opposing  forces  football-match  were  prevented. 
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Explain   every  day  to  all    ranks  one  should  be  attached  daily,  to  ro- 

exactly  what  has  been   done,   and  main   throughout  the  day's    opera- 

what  the  position  of  the  game  is,  tions  at  the  brigadier's  side.     Dur- 

and  what  are  to  be  the  conditions  ing  both  autumnal  manoeuvres  an 

for  the  next  fight,  and  we  feel  sure  umpire,  like  the  typical   policeman, 

that  our  men  will  become  as  inter-  was  never  to  be  found  when  wanted, 

ested  in  it  as  in   their  cricket — in  The  duties  of  an   umpire  are  very 

fact,  that  the  game  of  war,  as  prac-  difficult ;   and   upon   the  manner  in 

tised  during  the  manoeuvres,  would  which  they  are  performed  everything 

soon    be    reckoned    amongst     their  depends  when  one  force  is  to  operate 

athletic  sports.  against  another.     Artillery-fire  is  the 

It  is  also  thought  that  by  halting  greatest  element  of  difficulty  in  their 
a  day  between  each  fight  the  oppos-  work,  as  with  guns  firing  at  long 
ing  sides  would  have  admirable  op-  ranges  it  is  impossible  to  discern 
portunities  for  practising  outpost  from  a  distance  what  they  are  direct- 
duty  in  presence  of  one  another,  ed  upon.  To  estimate  their  imag- 
As  the  manoeuvres  have  been  car-  inary  effect  upon  troops  is  never  an 
ried  on  hitherto,  our  soldiers  have  easy  matter;  but  when  they  are 
not  had  sufficient  opportunities  for  themselves  being  hammered  by  hos- 
practising  the  operations  of  what  is  tile  batteries  the  calculation  becomes 
known  as  "  little  war."  Our  com-  still  more  perplexing.  The  tendency 
manders  and  their  staff  learn  a  great  throughout  has  been  to  over-estimate 
deal  in  the  larger  combinations,  but  their  effect  The  effect  of  a  well- 
regimental  officers  can  only  be  taught  directed  artilbry-fire  upon  dense 
the  functions  of  war  belonging  to  masses  of  troops  at  2500  yards,  or 
their  grades  by  our  working  the  out-  upon  lines  and  battalion  columns 
posts  of  one  army  against  those  of  at  1500  yards,  is  most  serious ;  but 
the  other.  It  is  not  necessary  to  upon  skirmishers,  upon  small  corn- 
keep  the  men  out  at  night ;  but  cer-  pany  columns  on  the  move,  or  upon 
tain  hours  being  fixed,  say  from  6  cavalry  at  the  trot  over  undulating 
A.M.  until  6  or  7  p.m.,  each  army  ground,  it  is  very  slight  indeed, 
should  during  that  time  be  covered  All  who  studied  the  positions 
with  outposts,  to  be  conducted  in  taken  up,  and  the  manner  m  which 
every  respect  as  if  on  active  service,  they  were  attacked,  must  have  re- 
reconnaissances  on  a  small  scale  be-  marked  that  open  ground  destitute 
ing  made  at  will  by  both  sides.  A  of  cover  was  avoided  by  the  assail- 
large  extent  of  country  should  be  ants.  We  have  all  learnt  from  our 
covered  as  if  each  force  to  be  pro-  fights  near  the  Wily  that  the  parts 
tected  was  an  army  of,  say  50,000  of  a  position  in  front  of  which  no 
men.  The  ordinary  plan  hitherto  cover  exists,  and  which  can  be 
followed  for  affording  instruction  in  swept  by  both  infantry  and  artillery 
these  most  important  duties  has  fire,  are  with  our  present  arms  im- 
been  by  sending  out  a  brigade  or  pregnable.  Formerly,  the  strongest 
division  to  take  up  a  line  of  out-  portions  of  a  position  were  thDso 
posts  in  a  certain  named  direction,  where  the  country  being  close,  the 
having  only  an  imaginary  enemy  in  hedges,  ditches,  trees,  Ac,  provided 
front.  But  little  is  learnt  thus,  as  cover,  enabling  you  to  dispute  the 
it  is  necessary  to  have  an  enemy  in  ground  inch  by  inch :  such  ground 
the  flesh,  to  let  all  see  what  they  will  still  enable  you  to  midce  an 
could  and  could  not  do  under  simi-  assailant  pay  dearly  for  the  pos- 
lar  circumstances  in  real  war.  session  of  every  field.     It  has  not 

The  number  of  umpires  employed  lost    its   actual,    but    its    relative 

was  not  sufficient :  to  each  brigade  strength — ^it  is  as  formidable  as  ever ; 
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but  from  the  fact  of  an  assailant  labourer  who  spends  his  days  on  his 
being  unable  to  move  over  the  open  legs  in  the  fields,  and  who  walks 
parts  of  a  position,  ho  is  forced  daily  some  distance  to  and  from  his 
to  attack  now  where  formerly  the  work,  marches  at  first  very  little 
existence  of  those  natural  parapets  better  than  the  city  recruit.  Dur- 
and  obstacles  would  have  deterred  ing  the  manoeuvres,  the  marching 
him  from  attempting.  Formerly,  of  the  best  county  militia  corps 
this  strong  ground  was  only  weakly  was  far  below  that  of  the  worst 
occupied,  whilst  the  bulk  of  the  regiment  in  the  army  that  had  been 
defender's  force  was  massed  to  await  recruited  chiefly  in  a  manufacturing 
the  enemy's  attack  over  the  open  district.  Of  the  Irish  militia,  the 
country,  where  all  arms  could  stories  that  floated  about  camp  of 
manoeuvre  freely.  Positions  will  amusii^g  incidents  occurring  in  the 
henceforth  be  occupied  in  just  the  ranks  of  a  certain  battalion  made 
opposite  way.  The  open  ground  one  think  of  Charles  O'Malley,  and 
will  be  held  by  a  small  force,  whilst  regret  that  we  had  now  no  Lever  to 
the  serious  work  will  be  expected  make  us  laugh  at  the  droll  wit  of 
in  those  places  where  undulations  of  his  Irish  soldiers.  The  following 
the  ground,  woods,  &c.  &c.,  would  anecdote  might  have  emanated  from 
enable  the  assailants  to  approach  the  Mr.  Mickey  Free.  During  a  change 
position  without  being  too  seriously  of  front  in  one  of  the  day's  opera- 
exposed  to  fire.  tions,  a  staff  ofllcer,  seeing  a  com- 
The  county  militia  from  each  of  pany  of  their  regiment  straying  from 
the  three  kingdoms  showed  to  ad-  the  right  direction,  galloped  up, 
vantage  this  year,  being  in  every  re-  calling  out,  "Go  fours  rights  sir!" 
Bpect  vastly  superior  to  the  metro-  Seeing  that  no  notice  was  taken 
politan  battalions  employed  last  of  his  order,  he  said  to  a  sergeant 
autumn.  The  weak  point  with  all  who  happened  to  be  beside  his 
our  reserve  forces  is  their  officers,  horse,  *'  Why  doesn't  your  captain 
Few  of  them  possess  that  faculty  give  the  word,  'fours  right' t"  The 
for  command  which  the  bulk  of  our  instant  reply  was,  "  Pkze  sur,  ho 
officers  in  the  army  acquire  after  a  isn't  on  spaking  terms  with  his 
few  years'    service  almost   without  men." 

knowing  it.  It  is  difficult  to  de-  There  is  a  feature  peculiar  to 
scribe  it,  and  it  is  impossible  to  manoeuvres  that  must  ever  distin- 
acquire  it  from  the  study  of  books,  al-  guish  them  from  real  war — it  is  the 
though  to  some  it  comes  by  intui-  rapidity  with  which  ground  is  got 
tion.  Apart  from  this  most  important  over  in  action.  There  is  no  death 
qualification,  the  militia  and  volun-  staring  the  eager  soldier  in  the  face 
teer  oflScer  possesses  none  of  that  to  cool  his  impetuosity :  the  silenc- 
special  and  scientific  knowledge  of  ing  effects  of  appalling  horror  that 
his  profession  to  which  so  much  has  struck  the  bravest  heart  as 
importance  is  now  so  justly  attached  comrades  to  the  right  and  left  fall 
in  armies.  As  long  as  these  sham  beside  you  groaning  masses  of  muti- 
reserves  are  maintained,  it  is  diffi-  lated  hiunanity,  horrible  even  to  re- 
cult  to  see  how  this  their  funda-  member  in  after-years,  has  no  ex- 
mental  weakness  can  be  obviated,  istence  in  a  sham  fight  The  assail- 
Non-military  men  were  surprised  to  ants  of  the  strongest  positions  push 
see  such  a  long  line  of  stragglers  on  r^ardless  of  the  imaginary  hail 
behind  each  militia  regiment,  not  of  bullets  around  them.  This  will 
being  aware  that  marching,  equip-  always  give  the  attacking  side  the 
ped  as  a  soldier,  is  an  art  that  prac-  advantage  in  mimic  war,  and  the 
tice  only  can  impart     The  country  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  coun- 
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tcracted  is  by  tho  umpires  halting  should  now  turn  their  attention  to 
the  assailants  constantly,  so  as  to  their  equipment.  The  weight  car- 
delay  them  in  advancing  about  as  ried  by  the  horse  is  excessive  ; 
long  as  they  consider  the  strength  every  dragoon  carries  a  portmanteau 
of  the  defence  would  have  done  if  of  clothes  behind  him,  and  his 
the  rifles  carried  bullets.  If  this  saddle,  bridle,  and  accoutrements 
were  intelligently  done,  the  defen-  are  cumbrous  and  heavy.  Listen 
sive  side  would,  as  in  actual  war,  be  to  the  noise  of  a  hussar  as  he  trots 
able  to  bring  up  reinforcements  to  along  a  road,  and  one  would  think 
the  point  attacked.  This  disregard  that  he  had  a  lot  of  chains  and  tin 
of  fire  was  displayed  throughout  all  kettles  dragging  to  his  horse^s  tail, 
the  recent  fights,  but  most  glaringly  Artillery  learn  less  than  the  other 
so  during  the  last  day's  operations,  arms  by  these  manoeuvres :  its 
when  one  of  Sir  R.  \Valpole*!s  divi-  power  being  in  its  fire  alone,  it  is 
sions  hurried  on,  regardless  of  a  unable  to  estimate  its  effects  when 
cross-fire  upon  it,  to  attack  the  bri-  blank  ammunition  only  is  used.  As 
gade  covering  the  passage  of  the  already  remarked,  owing  to  the  long 
Avon  by  tho  Southern  force  in  its  ranges  at  which  guns  now  open,  it 
advance  towards  London.  is  difficult  to  impress  upon  the  dis- 
The  manner  in  which  our  cavalry  tant  troops  that  they  are  the  targets 
was  handled  this  year,  and  the  aimed  at  The  only  arm  of  the  ser- 
superior  knowledge  of  their  work  vice  that  can  never  get  **  out  of 
evinced  by  all  ranks  in  it,  proves  hand  "  in  an  action  now  is  the  artil- 
that  last  year's  manoeuvres  were  not  lery.  It  was  essential  that  its  move- 
in  vain.  The  lessons  then  learnt  mcnts  should  be  no  longer  tied  to 
have  borne  fruit ;  and  when  brigades  those  of  the  infantry  ;  but  there  is 
under  Colonels  Marshall  or  Baker  a  good  deal  of  nonsense  talked  about 
shook  themselves  free  from  the  the  necessity  for  giving  it  "greater 
thraldom  entailed  upon  them  by  independence  and  freedom  of  action." 
their  cautious  commanders  of  the  As  guns  will  now  be  moved  very  little 
barrack-yard  school,  no  cavalry  in  after  they  have  once  opened  fire,  and 
the  world  could  have  shown  to  as  their  position  must  henceforth  bo 
greater  advantage.  There  can  be  to  the  rear  of  the  infantry,  they  will 
little  doubt  that  Sir  John  Michel  be  more  than  ever,  and  more  than  tho 
owed  much  to  his  cavalry  for  the  other  arms,  under  the  immediate 
manner  in  which  he  was  kept  con-  orders  and  at  the  disposition  of  tho 
stantly  informed  of  his  opponent's  general  commanding  throughout  an 
movements  and  whereabouts,  and  action.  Our  artillery  is  as  perfect  as  it 
for  the  way.  in  which  his  own  can  be ;  but  maintaining  during  peace 
doings  were  screened  from  hostile  the  large  number  of  horses  per  bat- 
observation.  One  cavalry  regiment  tery  that  we  do,  is  a  reckless  waste 
went  through  the  campaign  without  of  money,  that  might  be  employed 
horse-blankets,  and  none  turned  out  in  keeping  up  more  gunners.  Fifty 
stronger  at  the  march  past  or  with  horses  per  batterv  would  be  ample 
horses  in  better  condition.  As  far  for  all  purposes  during  peace, 
as  instruction  is  concerned,  our  It  is  not  easy  to  find  work  for  any 
cavalry  has  only  to  go  on  in  its  large  number  of  engineers  at  these 
present  course  of  teaching  the  offi-  manoeuvres,  for  we  cannot  loophole 
cers  and  non-commissioned  officers  walls,  make  abatis  of  woods,  or  im- 
the  multitudinous  duties  that  would  prove  the  picturesque  appearance 
fall  to  their  lot  in  war,  to  make  it  of  country  houses  and  villages  by 
all  that  can  be  desired ;  but  it  is  placing  them  in  a  state  of  defence, 
necessary  that  our  best  cavalry  men  The  destruction  and  repair  of  bridges 


1872.]  Our  Autumn  Manoeuvres,  637 

can  only  bo  imaginary ;  and  in  Eng-  water  for  the  large  numbers  that 

land  it    is  difficult  to   include    un-  must  have  been  required  to  defend 

fordable    rivers    in   the    theatre   of  works    of    such    magnitude.      The 

operations,  so  as  to  afford  practice  in  water-supply     for    all    our    camps 

pontooning,  and  in  the  construction  was    admirably    arranged  by    our 

of    trestle  or    improvised    bridges,  engineers ;    in     one    instance,    the 

During  the  last  two  days*  fighting  water  was  forced  up  a  considerable 

on  the  lower  Wily  and  on  the  Avon,  height   over  half  a  mile's  distance 

pontoon-bridges   were   thrown   over  by  means  of  a  little  traction-engine, 

those  rivers  most    admirably    and  that  has  now  been  regularly  intro- 

very  quickly.       The    new  pontoon  duced  into  our  service  for  field  use. 

equipment  fulfilled  the  purposes  for  It  can   draw  great   loads    up  steep 

which  it  is  required  to  the  sadsfac-  hills,  is  not   too    heavy  to  go  over 

tion  of  all ;    and  it  may,  we  think,  bridges  constructed  of  our  pontoons, 

be  said  with  truth,  that  we  are  cer-  and  can  be    used  as  a  stationary 

tainly  ahead  of  all  other  armies  in  engine  to  pump  water,  cut  timber, 

the  pontoons  now   used  in  our  ser-  &c.  &c. 

vice.     Last  year  a  defensive  position        The  use    of    the    field-telegraph 

was  strengthened  by  field-works  at  was  still  further  developed  this  year 

Chobham  that    gave    the   engineers  than  last  autumn.     The  equipment 

plenty  to  do :  this  year,  the  plan  of  for  it  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  and 

campaign  adopted  did  not  admit  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  worked 

repeating  this  practice  ;  and  besides,  throughout  was  most  creditable  to 

the   ground  was    badly    suited  for  all  concerned. 

hastily-constructed   field-works,  the        When  anything  peculiar  or  out  of 

soil  being  generally  little  more  than  the  ordinary  routine  has  to  be  done, 

six  inches  in  depth,  below  it  lying  the  first  idea  occurring  to  every  one 

the  hard  chalk.  is,    **  send  for  the  engineers :"    no 

The  tools    allotted  to  each    bat-  matter  what  it  may  be  that  is  re- 

talion  for  intrenching  purposes  were  quired,  no  difficulty  is  ever  made  by 

distributed  throughout  the  baggage-  them — the  work  is  done,  and  done 

waggons  this  year,  in  order  to  econo-  well.      When    at   Chatham  or  any 

mise  transport ;  the  construction  of  other    station,     the    repair     of    all 

rifle-pits    or    shelter-trenches     was  material   is   done    by   the     Control 

therefore,  as  a  rule,  out  of  the  ques-  Department ;    or   rather,    if  it   is  a 

tion.     Last  year   these  tools    were  telegraphic  implement,  it  is  sent  to 

carried    in  a  carl    allowed    to   each  a  London    instrument-maker — if  a 

regiment  for  the  purpose,  and,  fol-  waggon,  it  is   sent   to   the  carriage 

lowing  immediately  in  its  rear,  were  department     at    Woolwich.        The 

always  available  for  use.  controllers    pay   the    bills    for   the 

The    engineers   of   old  who    laid  work  done  ;  but  as  regards  all  scien- 

out  Yarnbury  Castle  and  Old  Sarum,  tific  or  warlike  stores,  they  cannot 

must  have   had   a   thorough  know-  be  expected  to  know  whetier   it  is 

ledge  of  their  profession.      If  they  well  or  badly  done.     Having  "within 

were  as  skilful  in  attack  as  in  their  the   corps   no     establishments    pre- 

defensive     works,     the     engineer's  pared  to  meet  such  w.ants,  their  only 

science  must  have  been  well  taught  resource   is   the    Arsenal   at  Wool- 

in  those  ages  long  past.     As  these  wich,     and    failing    that  a  London 

and  others  of  their  fortifications  in  firm.      This    expensive    routine   is 

the  neighbourhood  were  the  admira-  clung  to  most  tenaciously  by  Control 

tion  of  all,  so  they  were  also  a  puzzle  officers  at  stations,  but  in  the  field 

to  the  ablest,  as  to  where  they  got  the  practice. is  abandoned  ;  and  dur- 
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m^  tho  recent  manoeuvres  not  only  mcnts,  and  batteries  from  their  sta- 

did  tho   engineers  look  after  their  tions  scattered  over  Great  Britain 

own  equipment,  but  at  the  request  and  Ireland,  and  organising    them 

of  the  controllers  they  actually  re-  into    brigades    and    divisions.     .In 

paired  the  Control  waggons  as  they  Prussia,  where  everything  is  local — 

broke  down  from  time  to  time,  thus  where  the  same  regiments  always 

giving  one  more  proof  of  how  un-  form  the    same  brigade,   the  same 

suited  the  Control  system  and  De-  brigades  always   the  same  division, 

partment  is  for  tho  rough  work  of  and  so  on — the  operation  is  simple 

actual  service.  enough  :  every  one  knows  his  own 

Space  prevents  us  from  enlarging  place,  and  knows  the  men  who  hare 
further  upon  combatant  subjects,  to  fill  tho  various  positions  as  com- 
Lot  us  briefly  sum  up,  therefore,  the  manders,  as  staff  officers,  and  as  ad- 
advantages  afforded  to  the  fighting  ministrative  functionaries.  With  us 
troops  by  these  manoeuvres : —  it  is  the  reverse ;  we  are  and  always 

1st,  We  have  had  the  soldier-like  must  be  scratch    packs  swept    to- 

qualities  and  ability  of  a  few  proved  gether    from     all    directions,   with 

as  clearly  as  tho  incapacity  of  the  huntsmen  knowing  nothing  of  their 

majority  of  the  generals   employed  horses,  their  hounds,  or  their  whipL 

has  been  made  patent  to  all.  This  is   the  work  that  would  nil 

2d,  We  have  been  able  to  corro-  upon  us  in  case  of  war,  and  it  is 
borate  in  our  sham  fights  the  views  most  desirable  that  our  officers 
proclaimed  by  the  ablest  soldiers  should  have  practice  at  it  That 
after  tho  war  experience  of  1866  practice  is  beneficial  is  evidenced 
and  1870 — viz.,  that  to  fight  in  the  by  tlie  improved  manner  ifi  whidi 
tactical  formations  of  the  last  gene-  this  duty  has  been  performed  re- 
ration,  as  laid  down  in  our  drill-  cently  over  our  first  attempt  last 
books,  is  to  insure  destruction  in  autumn, 
the  day  of  battle.  In  fine,  it  is  impossible  to 

^)d,  Our    staff   officers  have  had  mate  in  money,  or  even  to 

admirable  practice  in  moving  troops,  fully  in  words,  the  advantages 

and  in  the  numerous  duties  devolv-  ing  to  the  combatants  of  our  am/ 

ing  upon  the  staff  in  war,  upon  the  from  these  manoeuvres, 

able  performance  of  which  success  The  non-combatants  in  our  annj 

must  ever  depend.  are  the  chaplains,  the  doctors,  the 

4th,  All  ofiicers  who  were  anxious  veterinary  surgeons,  and  the  officers 

to  learn  the  practical  work  of  their  of    tlie  Control  Department.      Thit 

profession  have  done  so,  the  amount  last  named  is  the  only  one  of  these 

being,  it  is  believed,  in  all  instances  departments  regarding  which  it  Is 

proportional   with  their   desire  for  now  intended  to  say  a  little.    In 

knowledge.  doing  so,  wo  feel  how  impossible  it 

5th,  About  80,000   men,  shaking  is  to  avoid  wounding  the  susceptl* 

t  licmselves  clear  of  barrack  life,  be-  bilities  of  men   who  are  the  moet 

<!a  me  a  mobilised  little  army,  com-  susceptible  of  any  attached  to  our 

p/ete  in  its  regimental  transport,  and,  anny.     As  our  sole  object  is  to  lei 

after  the  first  few  days'  experience,  John  Bull  know  what  he  gets  for 

fit  to  have  taken  the  field  as  far  as  his  money,  we  must  only  ask  flirir 

its  capacity  to  move  together  as  an  pardon  and  proceed  to  our  task. 

armed  force  was  concerned.     Every  It  is  with  the   system,  not  with 

one   employed  acquired  practice  in  the  officers  who  carry  it  out,  that 

the  duties   involved  in    the  by  no  we  find  fault.     In  tho  Departmeol 

means  easy  work    of  collecting  to-  there    are  many  able   men,  and  all 

gether  individual     battalions,   regi-  employed  during  these  manoeuTieB 
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worked  reilously  and  with  the  best  as  purveyors  to  the  care  of  hospital 

intentions.  stores  and  utensils,    finding  them- 

It  may  be   assumed   that  few  of  selves  responsible  for  the  purchase 
our  readers  have  waded  through  the  of  hay  and   oats    for    the   cavalry, 
very  able  but  voluminous  report  of  These  facts  might    be  related    ad 
Lord Strathnairn^s committee,  there-  nauseam;    but  as  our  business  is 
suit  of  which  was  the  present  Con-  more    with    the   system   than  with 
trol  Department     Although  it  may  the  manner  in  which  it  is  worked, 
officially    claim    such    a  parentage,  we  shall  pass  on   to  consider  the 
there  can   be   no  doubt  that  as  an  fundamental    imperfections    in    the 
infant  it  was  changed  at  nurse,  and  Control — imperfections  so  great  that 
bears   no   resemblance  whatever   to  it  would  be  impossible  for  an  army 
the  reputed  authority  for  its  exist-  to  make  war  successfully  whilst  it 
ence.     The  summing  up  of  the  com-  had  to  depend  for  food,  clothes,  and 
mittee   may  be  described   in   a  few  stores  of  all  sorts,  upon  it 
words   to   be  a   recommendation  to  The  Control  system  is  based  upon 
concentrate  all  the  transport  of  the  the  dogma  that  all  officers  belonging 
army  under  one  department  and  to  to  the  Department  are  men  of  vast 
divide  the  charge  of  stores  into  two  knowledge  and  information  ranging 
departments — one  to  have  the  cus-  over  all  subjects,  so  that  the  officer 
tody   of  the    warlike,  the  other  of  who    is    to-day    in    charge    of    the 
what  is  generally  known  as  provi-  slaughter-yard,  with   his    attendant 
sion  for  both  man  and  beast      To  train  of  butchers,  may  to-morrow  bo 
prove  how  widely  these  recommenda-  in  charge  of  intricately-constructed 
tions  have  been  departed  from,  it  is  warlike  stores — that  every  man  is 
enough  to  say  that  the  transport  of  equally    well    fitted    for    all    com- 
all  regimental  stores — such  as  bag-  missariat  and  store  duties.     Accord- 
gage,    tents,   cooking    utensils,   in-  ing  to  the  Control  regulations,  if  a 
trenching  tools,  and  the  1st  reserve  corps  receives  bad  bread  or  beef,  it 
of  small-arm  ammunition-was  carried  is   obliged  to  complain  to  the  man 
out  regimen  tally  during  the  recent  who  issued  it,  who  generally  pooh- 
manoeuvrc9,  whilst  the  staff  baggage  poohs  the  complaint ;  or,  if  he  does 
and   reserves   were   carried  by   the  send  it  on  to  higher  authority,  sends 
Control ;    and   that    all   stores,   the  it  forward  with  his  own  version  of 
munitions  de  louche  and  the  muni-  the   story,    so   that  by  the   time  it 
tions  de  guerre^  were  united  under  reaches  the  general,  it  has  received 
the  custody  of  one  department — viz.,  such  a  Control  gloss,  that  it  is  fre- 
the  Control.     In  fact,  not  only  have  quently  dismissed  as  frivolous.  Now 
th«     committee's    recommendations  it  is  essential  to  protect  the  soldier 
been  departed  from,  but  they  have  from  his  butchers  and  his  bakers,  as 
been  reversed,  and  the  very  opposite  he  has  no  voice  in   selecting  them, 
course  has  been  pursued.  Armies  have  more  than  once  been 

Stories  without  end,  that  would  ruined    by   its    commissaries ;    and 

be  amusing  if  they  were  not  told  of  there  have  been  many  instances  in 

public  duties  badly  performed,  might  war  where,  whilst  the   soldier   was 

be  repeated  of  commissaries  who  had  nigh  starving  upon  bad  and  insuffi- 

been  all  their  lives  issuing  pork  and  cient  rations,  the  commissary  grew 

biscuit  being  suddenly  called  upon  rich :  the  country  paid  largely  all  this 

to  take  charge  of,  and  to  issue,  as  re-  time  for  this  disastrous  condition  of 

quested,    such  complicated  material  affairs.     It  is  all  very  well  to  say 

as    percussion   fuses,   galvanic  bat-  that  the  Control  officers  are  under 

teries,  electrical  apparatus,  &c. ;   or  the  general,  but  the  general  cannol 

of  men  who,  having  been  educated  be  every  where ;  nor  is  it  possibk*  for 
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the  most  highly  p^iftcd  of  soldiers  to  cised  by  the  staff  of  the  army.     We 
command  an  anny  or  even  a  division  know    positively    that    during    the 
in  the  field  with  success  if  his  mind  recent  manoeuvres  there  were  irregu- 
is  to  be  upon  all  sorts  of  occasions  larities  in  the  hours  of  issue,  and  in 
distracted    by   inquiring    into  com-  the  quality  of  the  articles  issued,  that 
plaints  as  to  the   mustiness  of  oats  were  never  reported  to  the  generals, 
or  the  quality  of  salt  pork.     He  can  The    Control    Department     is    fast 
only  exercise  a  control  over  details  getting  beyond   all   control ;  it   has 
by  means  of  a  body  of  efficient  staff  thrown   aside   the    check   that  was 
officers,  who,  having  no  status  apart  formerly  exercised  over  commissariat 
from   him,  and  being  as   it  were  a  expenditure  by  the  Treasury,  as  it 
portion    of    himself,    supplementing  now  audits  its  own  accounts,  and,  in 
his  powers  of  eyesight  and  of  hear-  breaking   free   from  all  staff  super- 
ing,  and  developing  the  inspirations  vision,  its  officers  can   do   as   they 
of    his     brain,    putting    them    into  please.     They  acknowledge  a  nom- 
shapo  by   painting   iii   backgrounds  inal   allegiance   to   the  general  com- 
and     details     to    the     outlines     he  manding,  but  their  real  chief  sits  in 
sketches   for   them,  are   enabled   to  the  War   Office,  to   whom  all   their 
represent    him  in    all   disputes   be-  rei)orts   are  addressed,  from  whom 
tween  departments,  and  in  all  com-  alone  they  expect  promotion  and  re- 
plaints    made    by    the    soldiers    of  w*ard.  and  to  whom  they  write  private- 
those  employed   to  purvey  to  their  ly  upon  all  subjects.     The  general, 
wants.     These  staff  ofiBcers  have  the  who  is  responsible  for  the  successful 
welfare  of  no  special  department  at  w^orking  of  the  whole  machine  com- 
heart ;  they  are  soldiers  themselves,  mitted  to  his  care,  may  write  what- 
and    know    a    soldier's   wants,    un-  ever  he  desires   to  the  Commander- 
dcrstand    his    prejudices,    and    are  in-Chief;  but  if  he  wants   to  com- 
thoroughly    acquainted    with    what  municato  with  the  War  Department, 
is  and  what  is  not  necessary  for  his  he  has  to  do  it  through  his  control- 
comfort    and    wellbeing.       On    the  ler,  who  may,  in  forwarding  it^  give 
other  hand,  those  who  have  to  pro-  any    opinion    ho    wishes,    oflicially 
vide  and  issuQ   the  food  and  stores  pooh  pooh ing,  if  he  likes,  the  views 
required     by    troops     during    war,  expressed  by  the  general  command- 
whether  you  call  them  commissaries,  ing    on     the     spot      The    Control 
controllers,    purveyors,    or   by   any  officials  at  the  War  Office,  to  whom 
Other  name  yet  to  be    invented  in  this     correspondence    is   addressed, 
the  shady  side  of  Pall  Mall,  belong  belonging  to  the  interested  Depart- 
to  a  department  in  which  they  hope  ment,   imbued   with   its    ideas   and 
to  rise ;  and  that   is  to   them  what  instincts,  having  the   desire  for  ^ts 
the   regiment    is  to   the   combatant  reputation  and  interests  uppermost 
soldier:    its   welfare  and  its    repu-  in  their  thoughts,  naturally  take  the 
tation    occupies    the  first    place    in  views   of  their   own   officer   in  pre- 
their    thoughts,    and    its     interests  ference  to  those  of  the  general.    This 
are  considered  first.      Fault  is  not  is  the  most  complete  example  of  an 
found  with  them  on  this  account —  impcrhim  in  imperio  that  it  is  |>os- 
it  is   but  human   nature    that  they  sible    to    exhibit.      General  officers 
should   do  so ;    but  fault  is   found  are  forced  to  submit  to  this  during 
with    those    who  have,  by   framing  peace,  or  resign  their  employment ; 
ihe    existing     Control    regulations,  but  surely  even  the  controller  most 
deprived    our    soldiers  of   the    pro-  ignorant  of    war  cannot   believe   it 
tcction   formerl}-   secured    to    them  possible  that  any  commander  of  re- 
by  tho  supervision  over  the  admiiiis-  putition  in  the  field  would  submit  to 
iiative   departnicnls  formerly-   exer-  such  a  system  during  actual  warfare. 
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That  the  duties  of  supply  may  be  what  he  terms  *'  his  rights,"  and  the 
effectually  carried  out  on  service,  it  great  bond  that  exists  between  the 
is  essential  for  the  proper  efficiency  British  private    and   his    officer    is 
of  the  soldiers  to  be  fed  that  those  based  upon   the  implicit  trust  that 
duties  should  be   performed  by  an  the  former  has  in  the  latter*s  honour, 
administration  closely  watched  over  The  tradition  of  the  army  has  taught 
and     supervised     by    the    general  him  from  the  first  day  he  donned 
through   his   staff  officers.     Supply  her  Majesty's  uniform,  that  his  offi- 
duties    are   of    a    purely   executive  ccr  was  a  man  belonging  socially  to 
nature ;    the    supply    officers    buy,  a  class  above  all  petty  temptations, 
store,    and    issue    food,    &c.     Staff  and  every  day's  subsequent  expcri- 
officers,    on   the    other   hand,    have  ence  taught  him  to  look  upon  him 
no  executive  functions  to  perform  ;  as  his  pfrotector  from  the  frauds  of 
thev  arc  the  eyes,  ears,  and  mouth-  all  classes  or  departments  intrusted 
pieces  of  the  general  they  represent ;  with  supplying  his  wants.     There  is 
without  him  they  have  no  position  not   the  remotest  intention  here  of 
or    authority.     They    can    give    no  bringing  any  charge  against  any  civil 
orders  of  themselves ;  they  are  bits  branch  belonging  to  the  army ;  but 
of  the  general  spread  out  at  different  no  matter  how  unjust  the  accusation 
points   through   the   force   he   com-  is,  it    is  well   known  to  all  comba- 
mands,  multiplying   his  powers    of  tant  officers  in  the  army,  and  even 
vision   and  voice.     They   supervise  amongst  them  the  feeling  is  shared 
the  work  performed  by  subordinate  by    many,  that  what  is    known  to 
generals  to  see  that  the  commander's  them  as  *' War  Office  authorities,"  in- 
orders  as  to  discipline  and   comba-  eluding  all  the  civil  departments  be- 
tant  duties  are   duly   and  properly  longing  to  it,  are  ever  on  the  look- 
executed  ;  and  it  is  as  essential  for  out  to  defraud  the  soldier  of  what  is 
the  wellbeing  and  success  of  an  array  his    due.     Where   is   the  soldier  in 
that  they  should  also  supervise  the  the  army,  be  he  general  or  private, 
civil  departments,  enabling  the  gen-  who  does  not  believe  most  sincerely 
eral-in-chief   to    check    their   irreg-  that  he  has  been  cheated  over  and 
ularities,  and  to  keep  their  officers  over  again  upon  the  score  of  barrack 
up  to  the  proper  mark,  so  that  he  damages?      The     Control     Depart- 
niay   be   certain   that  his   men   are  ment    contains   officers    of  as   high 
well     fed    and     their    wants     well  a  moral   standard  as  can  bo  found 
supplied.     These  supervising  duties  elsewhere,    and  far  be   it  from  us 
can  never  be  performed  effectively,  to  cast  any  slur  upon  their  honour ; 
or  to   the   satisfaction  of  the  army,  but  traditions  of  frauds  committed 
by   officers   of  the   Department,   or  in     olden    times    by     commissaries 
by  any  officers  springing  from  the  still     hang    round    all    supply    do- 
civil     departments    concerned.     All  partments,   and  it  is  difficult  to  dis- 
who    have    had    experience    in   the  abuse  the  military  mind  of  belief  in 
w^ays   of    soldiers — who,  from    hav-  such   stories;  they  have  given  rise 
ing    shared   the    same  bivouac   fire  to  a  rooted   suspicion  that  is    still 
with    them  on    service,  know  their  felt  by  the  soldier  in  all  his  dealings 
views     and    mode     of    reasoning —  with  those  who  furnish   him  with 
know  well  how  essential   it  is  that  food.     As  long  as  he  had  the  power 
thc}'^  should  be  satisfied,    and   that  of  complaining  to  his  officers,  who 
they   should  feel     that   their   com-  could  complain  direct  by  the  nearest 
plaints   are   attended    to,    and   that  general  or  staff  officer,  he  know  that 
they  should  trust  those  who*havc  to  as  they  had  no  possible  hiterest  in 
watch  over  the  supply  of  their  wants,  either  gfving  him  short  weight  or 
A  soldier  is  always  suspicious  about  inferior  rations,  they  would  see  that 
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ho  got  **  his  rights ;"  hut  now  that  distinctive  marks  of  the  sovereign's 

he  knows  his  complaints  go  to  of!i-  hody-guard  in  all  countries, 

ccrs  of  the  department  hy  which  the  One  of  those  distinctions  was,  that 

rations  are  issued,  he  hclicves  that  orders  could  onlj  he  given  to  our 

he  can  he  injured  with  no  chance  of  Guards  hy  their  own  officers.     We 

redress.     Some  may  perhaps  think  have,  however,  only  taken  this  dis- 

that  the  British  soldier  is  such  a  Unction  from    these  tune-hoDOured 

dull  fellow  that  he  docs  not  under-  troops  to  confer  it  upon  the  Control. 

stand  this  peculiarity  in  the  working  A  staff  officer  can  convey  his  genoral*8 

of  the  new  system.     This  is  a  great  orders  either  verbally  or  in  writing 

mistake ;    for    whatever    is    known  to  any  one  under  that  general's  com- 

and  much  commented  upon  by  the  mand,  no  matter  what  may  be  his 

officers,  is  soon  universally  known  position     in    the    combatant    hier- 

to  the  men ;   and  the  grievance  as  archy ;  but  he  cannot  do  so  to  the 

expressed  in  modified  terms  by  the  controller,  who  will  receive  orders 

officer,    does  not  lose  in  magnitude  only  from  his  general,  and  from  him 

when  translated  into  the  private's  even  only  in  writing.     This  is  a  syii- 

language.      That    the    Control    De-  tem  that  it  may   he  just  possible 

partment  is  distrusted  by  the  army  to  carry  on  peace  manoeuvres  under, 

is  a  fact  to  be  ascertained  by  ques-  but  not  even  a  Napoleon  could  make 

tioning  the  first  officer  you  meet,  war    under  it,    even  should    it  be 

This  mistrust  has  given  rise  to  such  possible  to  find  any    able  general 

dislike,  that,    in  one  of  the  oldest  who  would  attempt  to  do  sa     To 

and  largest  military  clubs  this  year,  arrange  the  details  connected  with 

when,  at  a  general   meeting,   some  moving  troops,  and  to  issue  iostruo- 

hundreds  of  members  being  present,  tions  so  as  to  can*}'  out  the  views 

it  was  proposed  to  substitute  the  of  the  general  commanding,  is  one 

words  "Control  officers"  for  "Com-  of  the  most    important    duties  de- 

missariat  officers"  in  the  cnumera-  volving    upon    a    staff  officer.     He 

tion  of    Uiose  who  were  eligible  to  has  to  secure  that  at  all  times  during 

become    members,   there  was  only  the    operation  the  several   columns 

one  member  besides  the  proposer —  are  in  a  position  to  fight ;  the  least 

a  Control  officer— and  the  seconder  bitch  may  cause  confusion,  ending 

who  voted  for  it;  the  proposition  in  disaster.      In  making  those  ar- 

was,  in  fact,  received  by  groans  of  rangements,    administrative  consid- 

disapproval    from    all    sides.     This  erations    crop  up    cverywherei     so 

most  unprecedented    expression  of  that  it  is  ridiculous  to  hope   that 

feeling  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  they  can   be    well    and    efficiently 

the  army  is  a  fair  indication  of  what  made,   unless  the    officer  intrusted 

they  think  of  this  new  department  with  this  most  responsible  duty  can 

that  has  come  of  late  so  mysteri-  convey  orders    to  the  Control  Do- 

ously  into  existence.     Intended  for  partment  in  the  same  manner  as  he 

the  w^Q  of  the    army,  it  has  been  can  to  the  medical  department,  and 

created  in  opposition  and  in  wanton  to  all  generals  commanding  corps  or 

disregard  to  the  wishes  of  all  ranks,  divisions. 

and  in  violation  of  its  most  cherished  To  have  with  an  army  in  the  6eld 

traditions.  a  department  that  wishes  to  control 

We  have  recently  heard  a  great  everything,    to  interfere  with   mill- 

deal  of  the  privileges  of  the  House-  tary  movements,  assuming  to  itself 

hold  troops ;    and   the  levellers,   in  military  functions  that  can  only  be 

sweeping  away   some  abuses,  have  properly-  and    effectively  performed 

insisted  upon  pulling  down  also  the  by  combatant  officers,  whilst  at  the 

honorary  peculiarities  that  are  the  same    time    it   rebels    against   any 
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military  control  being  exercised  over  roads  and  no  railways  f  A  psean 
its  officers,  or  the  manner  in  which  of  praise  has  been  sung  oyer  the 
they  perform  their  duties,  is  to  court  Control  exploits  at  these  manoeuvres, 
disaster.  The  department  is  a  mon-  as  if  the  supply  of  our  small  force, 
strosity,  a  fungus  that  must  be  cleared  circumstanced  as  already  described, 
off  before  the  stem  can  be  brought  to  was  a  matter  of  any  great  difficulty, 
a  healthy  condition.  It  was  not  as  if  the  movements  were 
There  were  a  few  who  fondly  unfettered  by  supply  considerations, 
hoped  that  the  establishment  of  and  as  if  the  Conb*ol  had  to  feed 
this  Department  would  be  an  eco-  the  divisions  wherever  the  generals 
nomical  measure.  Their  hopes  chose  to  encamp,  or  as  if  the  Con- 
have  been  sadly  disappointed.  Its  trol  arrangements  depended  upon  the 
numbers  are  increasing  steadily,  military  situation  of  the  moment ;  but 
This  year  the  number  of  Control  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  gen- 
officers  employed  for  the  manoeuvres  erals  had  to  make  their  operations 
was,  we  believe,  above  120 — ^that  is,  accord  with  and  fit  into  the  arrange- 
in  round  numbers,  8  Control  officers  ments  made  before  the  operations 
for  every  2000  men  employed.  Last  began  by  the  Control  with  contract- 
year  the  number  was  far  less,  al-  ors  for  feeding  the  men  each  day  at 
though  the  baggage  of  regiments  certain  indicated  spots.  It  was  not 
was  then  carried  by  that  Depart-  as  if  these  120  Control  officers  had  to 
ment ;  whereas  this  year  it  was,  scour  the  country  to  purchase  sup- 
as  already  stated,  carried  by  the  plies  according  as  the  troops  moved, 
regiments  themselves,  who  found  With  the  exception  of  a  couple  of 
the  drivers  and  the  officers  to  look  days  or  so  of  bread  baked  in  corn- 
after  it  Those  who  have  campaigned  missariat  ovens,  when  the  troops 
in  India,  where  we  are  told  that  were  close  to  Amesbury  and  Wily, 
columns  consisting  of  several  thou-  the  whole  affiiir  of  supplying  them 
sands  take  the  field  with  only  one  com-  with  food  was  one  of  contract 
missariat  officer  to  perform  for  them  This  being  the  case,  and  as  wc 
all  the  duties  now  devolving  upon  may  presume  it  is  to  be  the  estab- 
the  Control  Department  —  the  cus-  lished  system  for  our  manoeuvres  in 
tody  and  issue  of  all  military  stores  future,  it  would  be  a  great  economy 
excepted — will  be  astonished  when  if  the  affair  was  put  into  the  hands 
they  learn,  that  to  administer  to  of  men  like  Messrs.  Spiers  and  Pond, 
the  wants  of  less  than  80,000  men,  who,  without  any  Control  officers  to 
divided  into  two  forces,  it  was  found  look  on,  would,  we  i^el  siire,  carry 
necessary  to  have  over  120  Control  out  the  supply  arrangements  with 
officers.  If  it  was  necessary  to  have  just  as  much  satisfaction  to  the  men 
8  Control  officers  to, every  2000  men  to  be  fed,  and  would  give  them  fresh 
in  the  richest  of  countries,  inter-  meat  and  bread  every  day,  instead  of 
sected  in  every  direction  by  roads  the  salt  pork  and  biscuit  issued  so 
and  railways,  and  in  railway  and  many  days  whilst  they  were  march- 
telegraphic      communication      with  ing. 

the  metropolis  and  all  the  great  If  it  was  desired  that  the  depart- 
markcts  in  the  kingdom,  and  when  ment  that  is  responsible  for  feeding 
the  troops  were  supplied  with  the  army,  whether  it  be  called  Con- 
rations  by  contract  made  before  the  trol  or  Commissariat,  should  obtain 
manoeuvres  began,  we  are  curious  some  real  practice  in  the  duties  that 
to  know  how  many  would  be  neces-  would  devolve  upon  it,  a  very  diflfer- 
sary  in  an  enemy's  country,  where  ent  system  should  be  pursued;  its 
contracts  would  be  impossible,  and  officers  should  be  practised  in  mak- 
whcre,  perhaps,  there  would  be  few  ing  local  purchases  and  contracts, 
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and  in  drawing  the  supplies  required  system  may  soon  be  made  the  sab- 

as  much  as  possible  from  the  dis-  ject  of  inquiry  by  a  Royal  Commis- 

tricts  operated  in.     This  might  be  sion,   so  that  opinions  may  bo  ob- 

a  little  more  expensive ;  and  as  it  tained  from  practical  officers  who 

would  entiil  labour  and  great  trouble  have  no  departmental  interests  to 

upon  the  department  concerned,  it  is  serve,  and  no  ends  but  the  welfare 

to  be  feared  that  its  officers  would  not  of  the  army  to  aim  at 
advocate  its  being  tried.  In  answer  to  the  questions  with- 

As  tlie  troops  are  now  fed  during  which  we  began   this  article,  after 

tne  manoeuvres,  the  Control  officers  duly  considering  the  events  of  the 

learn  less  of  the  work  that  would  past  mana^uvres,   we  believe  them 

<levolvo  upon  them  in  war  than  any  to  have  been  successful ;  and  that 

others— doctors,  of  course,  excepted,  as  an  army,  and  consequently  as  a 

The  country  is  therefore  put   to  a  nation,  we  have  had  over  and  over 

very  needless  expense  in  having  so  again  our    money's    worth    in    the 

many  of  them  employed.     They  are  amount  of  practical  instruction  ac- 

liighly  paid,  and  have  to  be  supp  ied  quired  by  the  combatants.     Every 

with  Government  horses.  one  that  was  desirous  of  learning  has 

We  maintain  that  the  Control  Icariit  much — far  more  oven  than  he 
I)e])artmcnt  has  been  put  to  no  suf-  is  aware  of.  The  dullest,  and  even 
ticient  test  during  these  manujuvrcs  ;  those  who  did  not  wish  to  learn, 
the  duties  that  have  devolved  upon  have  learnt  despite  themselves,  and 
its  officers  have  been  of  the  lightest  without  knowing  they  have  done 
))ossible  kind.  AVe  have  not  been  so.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  Par- 
able to  prove  whether  its  officers  liament  may  annually  provide  the 
really  could  or  could  not  feed  an  money  required  for  such  a  useful 
army  in  war  ;  but  the  majority  of  object  If,  in  addition  to  the  in- 
officcrs  outside  the  Department,  and  struction  afforded,  our  manoeuvres 
some  good  ones  in  it,  who  have  of  this  year  lead  to  a  reform  being 
given  administrative  subjects  much  elFected  in  the  Control  Department, 
attention,  have  been  able  to  arrive  and  to  the  institution  of  a  system 
at  a  conclusion  as  to  the  Control  of  tactics  suited  for  war  as  now 
system,  and  few  will  deny  the  state-  carried  on,  the  expenditure  of  -the 
ment  that,  as  organised  at  present  £01), 000  voted  for  them  will  have 
under  its  published  regulations,  it  been  the  means,  whenever  our  next 
cannot  be  employed  for  the  supply  war  may  be  thrust  upon  us,  of  sav- 
of  an  army  in  the  field,  if  war  is  to  ing  millions  of.  money,  and  of  saving 
be  carried  on  successfully.  This  is  what  we  can  spare  far  less,  the  lives 
a  most  serious  matter  for  the  coun-  of  thousands,  and  perhaps  the  hoa- 
try,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  our  of  our.arms. 
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TH.E    PARISIANS. 

BOOK    THIRD. — CHAPTER   I. 

The  next  day  the  guests   at   the  create  a  great  sensation  at  the  very 

Morlcys'  had  assembled  when  Vane  commencement  of  your  career;  and 

entered.      His  apology  for  unpunc-  the  New  World    is    ever  eager  to 

tuality  was  cut  short  by  the  lively  welcome    each      celebrity     that    ia 

hostess :    "  Your  pardon  is  granted  achieved  in  the  Old ;  more  especially 

without    the   humiliation  of  asking  that  which  belongs  to  your  enchant- 

for  it ;  wc  know  that  the  character-  ing  art." 

istic  of  the  English  is  always  to  be  "  True,    sir,"    said    an    American 

a  little  behindhand."  senator,   solemnly   striking  into  the 

She  then   proceeded  to  introduce  conversation  ;  "  we  are  an   appreci- 

hira    to    the    American    Minister,  to  ative  people ;    and  if    that  lady   be 

a  distinguished  American  poet,  with  as   fine  a  singer  as  I  am   told,   she 

a  countenance   striking  for  mingled  might    command    any    amount    of 

sweetness   and    power,   and   one   or  dollars." 

two  other  of  her  countrymen  sojourn-  Isaura  coloured,   and    turning  to 

ing    at    Paris ;   and   this   ceremony  Graham,   asked  him  in  a  low    voice 

over,    dinner    was    announced,    and  if  he  were  fond  of  music, 

she   bade   Graham   oftcr  his  arm  to  **  I  ought  of  course  to  say  *  yes,'  *' 

Mademoiselle  Cicogna.  answered  Graham,  in  the  same  tone ; 

*'  Have  you  ever  visited  the  Unit-  *'  but  I  doubt    if   that  *  yes '  would 

ed     States,     Mademoiselle  ?  "   asked  bo  an  honest  one.      In  some  moods, 

Vane,  as  they  seated  themselves  at  music — if  a  kind  of  music  I  like — 

the  table.  affects    me    very    deeply ;   in  other 

**No."  moods,  not  at   all.     And   I   cannot 

"It  is  a  voyage  you  are  sure  to  bear  much  at  a  time.      A   concert 

make  soon."  wearies    me    shamefully ;    even  an 

*'  Why  so :  "  opera   always    seems  to  me  a  great 

*'  Because    report    says  you    will  deal  too  long.     But  I  ought   to  add 
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that  I  am  no  jiulgo  of  music;  that  started  drew  him  upward  to   those 

iimsic  was  never  admitted  into  my  heij^hts    in    which    poHtics    become 

e<hication  ;  and,  between   ourselves,  the  science  of  humanity,  he  seemed  a 

I  douht  if  there  l)e  one  Englishman  chan«:ed  beinjr.     His  cheek  glowed, 

in  five  hundred  who  would  care  for  his   eye  bri«;htened,  his   voice   mel- 

opera  or  concert  if  it  were  not  the  lowed  into  richer  tones,  his  langua^ 

fashion   to   say   he  did.      Does  my  became  unconsciously  adorncrl.     In 

frankness  revolt  you  V  "  such  moments  there  mijrht  scarcely 

"On   the  contrary — T   sometimes  bean  audience,  even  dilierinp;  from 

dou])t,  especially   of  late,  if    I   am  him    in   oi)inion,   which   would  not 

fond  of  music  myself.*'  have  acknowledjred  his  spelL 

*'  Sip:norina — pardon     me — it     is  AVhen  the  party  adjourned  to  the 

impossible  that  you  should  not  be.  sttlon^  Isaura  said  softly  to  (iraiiam, 

(Jenius  can  never  be  untrue  to  itself,  *'  I  understand  why  you  did  not  cul- 

and  must  love  that  in  which  it  ex-  tivate  music ;  and  I  think,  too,  that 

eels — that   by   which   it    connnuni-  T  can  now  understand  what   cflects 

cates  joy,   and,"   he  added,  with  a  the    human    voice  can   produce  on 

half-suppressed    sigh,    '*  attains    to  human  minds,  without  recurring   to 

glory."  the  art  of  song." 

*' Genius  is  a  divine  word,  and  "  Ah,'*  said  (Jraham,  with  a  pleas- 
not  to  be  applied  to  a  singer,"  said  ed  smile,  "  do  not  make  mo  ashamed 
Isaura,  with  a  humility  in  which  of  my  former  rudeness  by  the  re- 
there  was  an  earnest  sadness.  venge  of  compliment,  and,  al>ove  all, 

Ciraham  was  touchofl  and  stiU'tled  ;  do  not  disparage  your  own  art   by 

but    before    he   could  answer,    tlie  supposing   that  any  prose  effect   of 

American  Minister  appealed    to  him  voice   in   its  utterance  of  mind  can 

jicross   the   table,  asking  if  he   had  interpret  that   whichr    music    alone 

(juoted    accurately    a    passage  in  a  can    express,    even    to  listeners    bo 

speech  by    (Iraham's    distinguished  uncultivated  as  myself.     Am  I  not 

father,  in  regard  to  the  share  which  toM    truly    by    nuisical  composcr^^ 

pjnglan<l  ought  to  take  in  the  politi-  when     I    ask    them   to   explain     in 

cal  affairs  of  Kurope.  words  what  they  say  in  their  music. 

The     conversation     now    became  that  such  explanation  is  impossible, 

general;    very    ])olitical     and    very  that  music  has   a   language   of   its 

serious.      (Jrahani   was   drawn   into  own  untranslatable  by  wortlsV " 

it,  and  grew  animated  and  el()(|uent.  '*  Ves,"  .«45\id  Isauni,  with  thought- 

Isaura   listene<l    to    him  with  a<l-  ful  brow  but  1>rightoning  eyes,  '*you 

miration.     She  was  struck  by  what  are   told   truly.      It  was  "only    the 

seemed  to  her  a  nobleness  of    sen-  other  day  that  I  was  pondering  over 

timent   which    elevated    his    theme  that  truth." 

above  the  level  of  commonplace  j>o-  **  Hut  what  recesses  of  mind,  of 
lemics.  She  was  pleased  to  notice,  heart,  of  soul,  this  untranslatable 
in  the  atti^ntive  silence  of  his  intel-  language  ])enetrates  and  brightens 
ligent  listeners,  tliat  they  shared  the  up  !  How  incomplete  the  grand 
eflect  produced  on  herself.  In  fact,  nature  of  man — though  man  the 
(irahatn  Vane  was  a  born  orator,  grandest — would  be,  if  you  struck 
and  his  studies  had  been  tho-^e  of  a  out  of  his  reason  the  com])rehcnsion 
political  thinker.  In  conunon  talk  of  poetry,  music,  and  religion  I  In 
he  was  but  the  accomj)lished  man  each  are  reached  an<l  arc  sounded 
of  the  world,  easy  and  frank  and  deeps  in  his  reason  otherwise  con- 
genial, with  a  touch  of  good-natured  cealed  from  himself.  History,  know- 
sarcasm.      But    when    the    subject  ledge,    science,    stop   at    the  point 
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in    which    mystery   begins.     There  poet  began  to  talk,  the  other  guests 

they  meet  with  the  world  of  shadow,  gathered  round,  and  every  one    lis- 

Not  an  inch  of  that  world  can  they  tened    reverentially    till    the     party 

penetrate  without  the  aid  of  poetry  broke   up.     Colonel    Morley  handed 

and  religion,  two  necessities   of  in-  Isaura    to    her    carriage — the    she- 

tcllcctual  man  much    more    nearly  mountebank  again  fell  to  the  lot  of 

allied  than  the  votaries  of  the  prac-  Graham. 

tical  and  the  positive  suppose.     To  **  Signor,"  said  she,  as  he  respcct- 

the  aid  and  elevation  of  both  those  fully  placed  her   shawl    round  her 

necessities     comes     in    music,    and  scarletand-gilt  jacket,    " are  we    so 

there   has   never    existed  a   religion  far  from  Paris  that  you  cannot  spare 

in    the  world   which    has   not    do-  the    time  to   call  ?     My  child    does 

manded  music  as  its  ally.     If,  as  I  not  sing  in  public,  but  at  home  you 

said   frankly,  it    is   only  in   certain  can    hear    her.      It     is    not     every 

moods   of    my  mind   that    I    enjoy  woman's   voice   that  is   sweetest  at 

music,   it    is    only  because  in    cer-  home.'' 

tain   moods  of  my  mind  I  am  cap-  Graham  bowed,  and  said  he  would 

able   of    quitting    the    guidance    of  call  on  the  morrow, 

prosaic    reason    for    the    world    of  Isaura    mused    in     silent    delight 

shadow ;  that    T   am  so  susceptible  over   the   words   which  had    so  ex- 

as  at  every  hour,  were   my  nature  tolled  the  art  of  the  singer.     Alas, 

perfect,  I  should  be  to  the  mysteri-  poor  child !  she  could  not  guess  that 

ous  inlluences  of  poetry  and  religion,  in   those   words,   reconciling  her  to 

Do  you  understand  what  I  wish  to  the    profession     of    the    stage,    the 

express  ?"  speaker  was    pleading    against    his 

**  Yes,  1  do,  and  clearly."  own  heart. 

"Then,    Signorina,  you   are    for-  There    was  in   Graham's    nature, 

bidden   to  undervalue    the    gift  of  as  I  think  it  commonly  is  in  that  of 

song.     You  must  feel  its  power  over  most  true  orators,  a  wonderful   de- 

the  iieart,  when  you  enter  the  opera-  gree  of  intellectual  conscience  which 

house;  over     the    soul,   when    you  impelled    him   to  acknowledge    the 

kneel  in  a  cathedral."  benignant  influences  of  song,  and  to 

"Oh,"  cried  Isaura,   with   enthu-  set    before    the    young    singer  the 

siasm,  a  rich  glow  mantling  over  her  noblest  incentives  to  the  profession 

lovely   face,    *'  how   I    thank     you !  to  which  he  deemed  her  assuredly 

Is  it  you  who  say  you  do  not  love  destined.     But  in  so  doing  he  must 

music  ?      How    much     better     you  have  felt  that  he  was  widening  the 

understand   it  than   I   did  till  this  gulf  between  her  life  and  his  own ; 

moment!"  perhaps  he  wished   to  widen  it  in 

Here  Mrs.  Morley,  joined  by  the  proportion  as  he  dreaded  to  listen 

American  poet,  came  to  the  corner  to    any  voice    in    his    heart    which 

in   which   the   Englishman  and   the  asked    if    the  gulf    might    not    be 

singer  had  niched  themselves.     The  overleapt 


CHAPTER   II. 

On  the  morrow  Graham  called  at  at  first   languished.     Graham    was 

the  Villa  at  A***.     The  two  ladies  reserved    and    distant,  Isaiira    shy^ 

received  him  in  Isaura's  chosen  sit-  and  embarrassed, 
ting-room.  The  Venosta    had  the    frais   of 

Somehow    or   other,  conversation  making  talk   to    herself.     Probably 
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«t  anotiicr  time  Graham  would  have  Happily  unconpcious  of  those  hos- 

been  amu.socl  and  interested  in  the  tile  prepo.<sessions,  the  elder  Signora 

observation  of  acliaractcrncwtohim,  chatted  on  very  gaily  to  the  visitor. 

and    thoronghly    southern — lovable,  She  was  in  excellent  spirits  ;  pco])lc 

not  more  from  its  noufi   simplicity  had  been  very  civil  to  her  both   at 

of  kindliness  than  from  various  little  Colonel  MorleyV  and  M.   LouvierV. 

foibles   and    vanities,   all   of    which  The  American  Minir^ter  had  pmiscd 

were   harmless,  and  some  of  them  the  scarlet  jacket.  She  was  convinced 

endearinjj;  as  those  of  a  child  whom  she  had  made  a  sensation  two  nights 

it    is    easy    to    make    happy,    and  runninj^.     When  the  amour  ^^niy^rtf 

whom   it    seems   so  cruel    to   ])ain  :  is  pleased,  the  tongue  is  free<i. 

and   with   all    tlic   Venosta's   devia-  The  Venosta  ran  on  in  prair>c  of 

tions  from  the  pohshed  and  tranquil  Paris  and  the  Parisians,  of  Louvicr 

gr)od   ta>te  of   tiie  Itrnn    inondc^  she  and  his  iv.nne  and  the  pistachio  ico  ; 

had  that  indescribable  grace  which  of  the  Americans  and  a  certain  cnme 

rarely  deserts  a  Florentine,  so  that  tfr  mnrasrhhio  which  she  hoped  the 

you   might    call   her   odd    but   not  Signor    Inglese    had    not    failed   to 

vulgjir ;  while,  though     luieducated,  taste — the  rnme  de  mara^rhimy  led 

except   in   the   way  of  her  old  j)ro-  her  thoughts  back   to   lUly.     Then 

fession,  and  never   having   troubled  she  grew  mournful — liow  she  missed 

herself    to    read    any  tiling    but    a  the    native    luuiu  cid !      Paris   was 

Jthrdto^  and  the  pious   books   com-  j)leasanl,  but  how  absurd  to  call   it 

mended  to  her  by  her  confessor,  the  "  Ic  PuiuuJis  dea  lumimH" — as  if  Us 

artless  babble  of  her  talk  ever v  now  Ffinmvs  could    find   Paradise   in    a 

and  then  flashed  out  with  a  (quaint  hronllhtrd ! 

humour,  lighting  up  terse  fragments  **  IJut,"  she  exclaimed,  with  viva- 

of  the  old  Italian  wisdom  which  had  city  of  voice  and  gesticulation,  *^  the 

mysteriously  embedded    themselves  Signor   does  not  come  to  hear  the 

in  the  groundwork  of  her  mind.  parrot  talk.     He  is  engaged  to  coine 

Hut  (Jraham  was  not  at  this  time  that   he    may  hear  the   nightingale 

ilisposed  to  judge  the  ])Oor  A'enosta  sing.     A  drop  of  honey  attracts  the 

kindly  or  fairly.     Isaura  had   taken  fly  more  than  a  bottle  of  vinegJir." 

high  rank  in  his  thoughts.     He  felt  (iraham  could  not  help  smiling  at 

an     impatient    resentment    mingled  this   adage.      ''  I  submit,"    said   he, 

with  anxiety  and  comjiassionate  ten-  **  to  your  comparison  as  regards  my- 

<ierness  at    a  companionship   which  self  ;  but  certainl}'  anything  less  like 

seeme<l   to   him    derogatory  to    the  a  bottle  of  vhiegar  than  your  amiahio 

position  he  would  have  assigned  to  conversation  1   cannot  well  conceive. 

a  creature  so  gifted,  and  unsafe  as  a  However,     the    metaphor    apart,     I 

guitle  amidst  the  perils  and  trials  to  scarcely  know  how  I  dare  ask  Made- 

which    the    youth,  the  beauty,   and  moiselle  to  sing  after  the  confession 

the    des{ine<l    ])rofession   of    Isaura  I  made  to  her  I'lst  night." 

were  exi)ose(l.     Like  mo>t    Knglish-  "What     confession  y''  asked    the 

men — especially     Kngllshmen     wise  Venosta. 

ill  the  knowle<lge  of  life-  he  held  in  *'That  1  know  nothing  of  music, 

fastidious  regard  the  j)roprieties  and  and   doubt   if    I   c;in    honestly    say 

conventions   by   which    the   dignity  that  I  am  fond  of  it." 

of  woman  is  fenced  roun<l ;  and  of  *'  Not     fond     of    music !     Ini]>os- 

those    proprieties    an»i    conventions  sible !     You    slamler  yourself.     He 

the  Venosta    naturally   appeared    to  who  loves  not  music  would  have  a 

him  a  very  unsatisfactory  guardian  dull  time  of  it  in  heaven.       But  you 

:in<i  rejiresentiitive.  are  English,  and  perhaps  have  only 
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heard  the  music  of  your  own  coun-  approached  Isaura  and  said,  with  a 

try.       Bad,    very    bad — a    heretic's  melancholy  half-smile — 

music  !     Now  listen."  **  1  do  not    think,   Mademoiselle, 

Seating  herself  at  the  piano,   she  that  I  could  dare  to  hoar  you  often ; 

began  an  air  from  the  '*  Zwc/a,"  cry-  it  would   take  me  too  far  from  the 

ing  out  to  Isaura  to  come  and  sing  hard  real  world;  and  ho  who  would 

to  her  accompaniment.  not  be  left  behindhand  on  the  road 

"Do  you  really  wish  it?"    asked  that  he  must  journey  cannot  indulge 

Isaura  of    Graham,    fixing   on    him  frequent  excursions  into  fairyland." 

questioning  timid  eyes.  *'Yet,"  said  Isaura,  in  a  tone  yet 

*' I  cannot  say  how  much  I  wish  sadder,    "I   was   told  in   my   child- 

to  hear  you."  hood,    by    one   whoso    genius   gives 

Isaura  moved  to  the  instrument,  authority  to  her  words,  that  beside 
and  Gi^hani  stood  behind  her.  Per-  the  real  world  lies  the  ideal.  The 
haps  he  felt  that  he  should  judge  real  world  then  seemed  rough  to 
more  impartially  of  her  voice  if  not  me.  *  Escape,'  said  my  counsel- 
subjected  to  the  charm  of  her  face.  lor,    '  is    granted  ft*om     that    stony 

But    the    first    note  of    the   voice  thoroughfare  into  the  fields  beyond 

held  him  spellbound :    in  itself,  the  its   formal   hedgerows.       The    ideal 

organ  was  of  the  rarest  order,  mel-  world  has  its  sorrows,  but  it  never 

low   and  rich,  but   so   soft  that  its  admits  despair.'     That   counsel  then, 

power  was  lost  in  its  sweetness,  and  methought,    decided    my    choice    of 

so  exquisitely  fresh  in  every  note.  life.     I    know    not    now   if    it    has 

But  the  singer's  charm  was  less  done  so." 
in  voice  than  in  feeling — she  con-  **  Fate,"  answered  Graham,  slowh'- 
veyed  to  the  listener  so  much  more  and  thoughtfully — **Fate,  which  is 
than  was  said  by  the  words,  or  even  not  the  ruler  but  the  servant  of  Pro- 
implied  by  the  music.  Her  song  in  vidence,  decides  our  choice  of  life, 
this  caught  the  art  of  tiie  painter  and  rarely  from  outward  circum- 
who  impresses  the  mind  with  the  stances.  Usually  the  motive  power 
consciousness  of  a  something  whicli  is  within.  We  apply  the  word 
the  eye  cannot  detect  on  the  canvas,  genius    to  the  minds  of    the  gifted 

She  seemed  to   breathe   out  from  few ;     but   in   all   of   us   there   is   a 

the  depths  of  her  heart  the  intense  genius  that  is   inborn,   a   pervading 

pathos  of  the   original  romance,   so  something   which   distinguishes    our 

far  exceeding  that  of  the  opera — the  very   identity,  -and    dictates    to   the 

human  tenderness,  the  mystic  terror  conscience  that  which  we   are  best 

of  a  tragic  love-tale  more  solenm  in  fitted  to  do  and  to  be.     In  so  dictat- 

its  sweetness  than  that  of  Verona.  ing  it  compels  our  choice  of  life  ;  or 

When   her   voice    died    away    no  if  we  resist  the  dictate,  we  find  at 

applause  came — not  even  a  murmur,  the  close  that  we  have  gone  astray. 

Isaura    bashfully    turned   round   to  My  choice  of  life  thus   compelled  is 

steal  a  glance  at  her  silent  listener,  on   the   stony  thoroughfares — yours 

and  beheld  moistened  eyes  and  quiv-  in  the  green  fields." 

ering  lips.     At  that  moment  she  was  As  he  thus  said,  his  face  became 

reconciled  to  her  art     Graham  rose  clouded  and  mournful, 

abruptly  and  walked  to  the  window.  The  Venosta,  quickly  tired  of  acon- 

**  Do  you  doubt   now  if  you   are  versation  in  which  she  had  no  part, 

fond  of  music  ?"  cried  the  Venosta.  and  having  various  little  household 

''  This   is   more  than   music,"  an-  matters    to    attend    to,   had    during 

swered   Graham,    still   with    averted  this     dialogue     slipped     unobserved 

face.     Then,  after  a  short  pause,  he  from  the  room  ;    yet  neither  Isaura 
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nor  Graham  felt  the   sudden    con-  the  statesman  lies  apart  from  that  of 

sciousness    that    tliey     were    alone    the  artist.     Yet " 

which  belongs  to  lovers.  "  Yet  what  V'' 

*'AVhy,"  asked  Isaiira,   with  that  "May   not  the   ambition  of    both 

niaoric   smile  reliected    in    countless  be  the  same?'* 

dimples  which,  even  when  her  words  "  How  so  V" 

were   those   of    a  man's    reasoninfr,  "  To  refine  the  rude,  to  exalt  the 

ma<le  them  seem  pentlo  with  a  wo-  mean — to   identify  their  own    fame 

man's  sentiment — "  why  must  your  with   some   new   beauty,  some   new 

road  through  the  worM  be  so  oxclu-  jrlory,    added   to   the   treasure-house 

sively    the   stony    oneV       It    is   not  of  all." 

from   necessitv — it   cannot   be  from  (Iraham  bowed  his  head  reverent- 

tnst'j.     And  whatever   definition  you  ly,  and  then   raised  it  with  the  flush 

jrivc  to  senilis  surelv  it  is  not  your  of    enthusiasm    on    his    cheek    and 

own  inborn  genius    that   dictates   to  brow. 

you  a  constant  exclusive   adlierence  *'()h.     Mademoiselle  j  **      he      ex- 

to  the  commonplace  of  life."  clai'meil,    "  what    a  sure   guide  and 

'*  Ah,  Mademoiselle !     do  not  mis-  what    a    noble    inspirer    to    a   true 

represent  me.     T  did  not  say  that  I  FiUglishman's   ambition    nature    has 

could   not   sometimes   fpiit   the  real    fitted  you  to  be,   were  it   not '—^ 

world   for    fairyland — 1    said    that   [  He  j>aused  abruptly. 

(■r>uld  not  do  so  often.     M}--  vocation  1'his  outburst  took  Isaura  utterly 

is  not  that  of  a  poet  or  artist."  by   surprise.     She   had  been   accui^- 

*'  It  is  that  of  an  orator,  I  know,"  tnmed   to   the    language   of    comfdi- 

said     Isaura,    kindling ; — "  so    they  ment  till  it  had  begun   to  pall,  })ut 

tell   me,    an(l   1    believe   them.     Hut  a  compliment  of  this  kin<l  was  the 

is  not  the  orator  somewhat  akin  to  first  that  had  ever  reached  her  car. 

the  poet  y     Is  not  oratory  an  art  t'"  Slie  had  no  words  in  answer  to  it ; 

"Let  us  dismiss  the  word  orator :  involuntarily  she  placed  her  hand 
as  aj>plied  to  KngliMi  public  life,  it  on  her  heart  as  if  to  still  its  beat- 
is  a  very  deceptive  exfjression.  The  ings.  TJut  the  unfinished  exclania* 
Englishman  who  wishes  to  influence  tion,  "  Were  it  not,"  troubUvl  her 
his  countrymen  by  force  of  words  more  than  the  preceding  words  had 
ST)oken    must    mix     with     them    in  flattered  —  and      mechanically       she 

1  V 

their  beaten  thoroughfares — must  nun  inured,  "  AVere  it  not — whatK* 
niake  himself  master  of  their  prac-  *M)h,"  answered  (iraham,  afl'ect- 
tical  views  and  interests — must  be  ing  a  tone  of  gaiety,  "I  felt  too 
conversant  with  their  [)r<»siuc  occu-  ashamed  of  my  selfishness  as  man 
pations  and  business — must  under-  to  finish  my  sentence.'' 
stand  how  to  adjust  their  loftiest  "  Do  so,  or  I  shall  fancy  you  re- 
aspirations  to  their  material  welfare  frained  lest  yon  might  wound  ine  as 
— must  avoid,  as  the  fault  most  dan-  woman." 

gerous  to  himself  and  to  others,  that  "  Not  so— on  the  contrary  ;    had  I 

kind   of    elo<juence   which    is   called  gone  on  it  would  have  been  to  paj' 

oratory   in    France,    and    which    has  that  a  woman  of    your   geniufi,  and 

helpoil    to    make     tlie     French     tlie  niore  especially  of  such  mastery  in 

worst   politicians    in    Europe.     Alas,  the  most  popular  and  fascinatin*;  of 

Mademoiselle!    I  fear  that  an  English  all  arts,   coidd    not   l)e  contented  if 

statesman  would    appear   to    you   a  she   inspired   nobler   thoughts    in    a 

very  dull  onitor."  single   breast — she   must    bdong    to 

**  I    see   that    I    spoke    foolishly —  the    public,    or    rather    the     public 

yes.  3'ou  show  me  that  the  vrorlil  of  must   belong   to   her  :     it   is   but    ft 
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corner  of  her  heart  that  an  indiyi-  speak  any  other  language  with  corn- 
dual  can  occupy,  and  even  that  fort  to  himself.  He  was  very  fond 
individual  must  merge  his  existence  of  me — and  had  he  been  really  my 
in  hers — must  be  contented  to  reflect  father  I  could  not  have  loved  hini 
a  ray  of  the  light  she  sheds  on  ad-  more  :  we  were  constant  companions 
miring  thousands.  Who  could  dare  till — till  I  lost  him/* 
to  say  to  you, '  Renounce  your  career  "  And  no  mother  left  to  console 
— confine  your  genius,  your  art,  to  you."  Isaura  shook  her  head 
the  petty  circle  of  home '  ?  To  an  mournfully,  and  the  Venosta  here  re- 
actress — a  singer — with  whose  fame  entered. 

the  world  rings,  home  would  be  a  Graham  felt  conscious  that  he  had 

prison.     Pardon  me,  pardon — ; — "  already   stayed   too   long,   and    took 

Isaura  had  turned  away  her  face  leave, 

to  hide  tears  that  would  force  their  They  knew  that  they  were  to  meet 

way,  but  she  held  out  her  hand  to  that  evening  at  the  Savarins\ 

him  with  a  childlike  frankness,  and  Graham     did    not    feel    unmixed 

said   softly,    *'I   am   not    offended.''  pleasure  at  that  thought;   the  more 

Graham   did    not    trust   himself    to  he  knew   of    Isaura,    the    more    he 

continue  the  same  strain  of  conver-  felt  self-reproach  that  he  had  allowed 

sation.     Breaking   into   a   new    sub-  himself  to  know  her  at  all. 

ject,    he    said,    after    a    constrained  But  after  he  had  left,  Isaiu'a  sang 

pause,  '*  Will  you  think  it  very  im-  low  to  herself  the  song  which  had 

pertinent   in    so    new    an    acquaint-  so  affected  her  listener  ;  then  she  fell 

ance.  if   I   ask   how   it  is  that  3'ou,  into  abstracted  reverie,  but  she  felt 

an  Italian,  know  our  language  as  a  a  strange  and  new  sort  of  happiness, 

native  ?   and  is  it  by  Italian  teachers  In  dressing  for  M.  Savarin's  dinner, 

that  you  have  been  trained  to  think  and  twining  the  classic   ivy   wreath 

and  to  feel  ?"  into    her    dark    locks,    her    Italian 

"Mr.    Selby,    my    second    father,  servant  exclaimed,   **How  beautiful 

was    an    Englishman,   and   did    not  the  Signorina  looks  to-night !" 


CHAPTER    III. 

M. '  Savarin  was  one  of  the  most  perhaps  entirely,  derived  from  litera- 

brilliant   of   that  galaxy  of  literary  ry  profits. 

men  which  shed  lustre  on  the  reign        Though  he  gave  frequent  dinners, 

of  liOuis  Philippe.  it  was   but  to   few  at  a  time,  and 

His    was    an    intellect    peculiarly  without  show  or  pretence.     Yet  the 

French   in   its   lightness   and  grace,  dinners,  though  simple,  were  perfect 

Neither      England      nor      Germany  of  their  kind  ;  and  the  host  so  con- 

nor     America     has     produced     any  trived    to    infuse    his    own    playful 

resemblance     to     it       Ireland    has,  gaiety  into  the  temper  of  his  guests, 

in    Thomas    Moore ;      but    then    in  that  the   feasts   at  his   house  were 

Irish   genius   ther(f  is  so  much  that  considered  the  pleasantest  at  Paris, 

is  French.  On  this  occasion  the  party  extended 

M.    Savarin    was    free    from    the  to  ten,  the  largest  number  his  table 

ostentatious      extravagance      which  admitted. 

had     come    into     vogue     with     the        All   the   Fren9h    guests    belonged 

Empire.      His   house  and   establish-  to    the    Liberal     party,    though     in 

nicnt     were    modestly     maintained  changing  tints  of  the  tricolor.     Place 

within  the  limit  of  an  income  chiefly,  aux  dames,  first  to  bo  named  were 
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the  Countess  de  Craon  and  Mad-  let  me  place  the  Count  de  Passy 
amo  Vertot  —  both  without  has-  and  Madame  son  eponse  :  the  Count 
bands.  The  Countess  had  buried  was  seventy-one,  and,  it  is  needless 
the  Count,  Madame  Vertot  had  to  add,  a  type  of  Frenchman  rapidly 
separated  from  Monsieur.  The  vanishing,  and  not  likely  to  find 
Countess  was  very  handsome,  but  itself  renewed.  How  shall  I  de- 
she  was  sixty.  Madame  Vertot  was  scribe  him  so  as  to  make  my  Eng- 
twenty  years  younger,  but  she  was  lish  reader  understand  ?  Let  me 
very  plain.  She  had  quarrelled  with  try  by  analogy.  Suppose  a  man  of 
the  distinguished  author  for  whose  great  birth  and  fortune,  who  in  his 
sake  she  had  separated  from  Monsieur,  youth  had  been  an  enthusiastic 
and  no  man  had  since  presumed  to  friend  of  Lord  Byron  and  a  jocund 
think  that  he  could  console  a  lady  companion  of  George  IV  —  who 
so  plain  for  the  loss  of  an  author  so  had  in  him  an  immense  degree  of 
distinguished.  lofty    romantic    sentiment    with   an 

Both  these  ladies  were  very  equal  degree  of  well-bred  worldly 
clever.  The  Countess  had  written  cynicism,  but  who,  on  account  of 
lyrical  poems  entitled  *  Cries  of  that  admixture,  which  is  rare,  kept 
Liberty,'  and  a  drama  of  which  Dan-  a  high  rank  in  either'  of  the  two 
ton  was  the  hero,  and  the  moral  too  societies  into  which,  speaking  broad- 
revolutionary  for  admission  to  the  ly,  civilised  life  divides  itself — the 
stage ;  but  at  heart  the  Countess  was  romantic  and  the  cynical.  The 
not  at  all  a  revolutionist — the  last  Count  de  Passy  had  been  the  most 
•person  in  the  world  to  do  or  desire  ardent  among  the  young  disciples 
anything  that  could  bring  a  wash-  of  Chitteaubriand — the  most  bril- 
erwoman  an  inch  nearer  to  a  coun-  liant  among  the  young  courtiers  of 
tess.  She  was  one  of  those  persons  Charles  X.  Need  I  add  that  he  had 
who  play  with  fire  in  order  to  appear  been  a  terrible  lady-killer  ? 
enlightened.  But  in  spite  of  his  admiration   of 

Madame    Vertot    was   of    severer  Chateaubriand  and  his  allegiance  to 

mould.       She  had  knelt  at   the  feet  Charles    X.,    the    Count    had    been 

of   M.   Thiers,    and    went    into    the  always  true  to  those  caprices  of  the 

historico-political     line.        She     had  French     nohUsse    from    .which      he 

written  a  remarkable  book  upon  the  descended — caprices   which   destroy- 

modern     Carthage     (meaning     Eng-*  ed     them    in   the   old   Revolution — 

land),    and  more    recently    a    work  caprices    belonging  to   the   splfendid 

that    had    excited    much     attention  ignorance  of    their    nation    in    gen- 

upon  the  Balance  of  Power,  in  which  eral,   and  their   order   in  particular, 

she   proved  it  to  be  the  interest  of  Speaking  without  regard   to  partial 

civilisation    and     the    necessity    of  exceptions,   the  French  gentilhomme 

Europe     that    Belgium     should    be  is  essentially  a  Parisian ;   a  Parisian 

added   to   France,    and   Prussia   cir-  is  essentially   impressionable  to  the 

cumscribed  to  the  bounds  of  its  origi-  impulse  or  fashion  of  the  moment 

nal   margravate.     She   showed    how  Is   it  cl  In  mode  for     the    moment 

easily  these  two  objects  could  have  to  be  Liberal  or  anti-Liberal  ?     Pari- 

been    effected    by    a    constitutional  sians  embrace  an€  kiss  each   other, 

monarch    instead    of    an    egotistical  and    swear  through   life  and   death 

Emperor.      Madame    Vertot    was    a  to    adhere    for    ever    to    the  mode 

decided  Orleanist.  of   the   moment.     The    Three    Days 

Both    these    ladies     condescended  were  the  mode  of  the  moment — the 

to  put  aside  authorship   in  general  Count  de  Passy  became  an  enthusi- 

society.     Next  amongst  our  guests  astic  Orleanist     Louis  Philippe  was 
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very  gracious  to  him.  He  was  clared  to  be  of  rare  promise.  This 
decorated — he  was  named  pre/et  of  author,  whose  real  name  was  Gus- 
his  department — he  was  created  tave  Rameau,  but  who,  to  prove,  I 
senator — he  was  about  to  be  sent  suppose,  the  sincerity  of  that  scorn 
Minister  to  a  Gcniian  Court  when  for  ancestry  which  he  professed, 
Louis  Philippe  fell.  The  Republic  published  his  verses  under  the  pat- 
was  proclaimed.  The  Count  caught  rician  designation  of  Alphonse  de 
the  popular  contagion,  and  after  Valcour,  was  about  twenty-four, 
exchanging  tears  and  kisses  with  and  might  have  passed  at  the  first 
patriots  whom  a  week  before  he  glance  for  younger;  but,  looking  at 
had  called  cnnaiUe^  he  swore  eter-  him  closely,  the  signs  of  old  age 
nal  fidelity  to  the  Republic.  The  were  already  stamped  on  his  visage, 
fashion  of  the  moment  suddenly  He  was  undersized,  and  of  a  feeble 
became  Napoleonic,  and  with  the  slender  frame.  In  the  eyes  of  wo 
coup  (Tctat  the  Republic  was  men  and  artists  the  defects  of  his 
metamorphosed  into  an  Empire,  frame  were  redeemed  by  the  extra 
The  Count  wept  on  the  bosoms  ordinary  beauty  of  the  face.  His 
of  all  the  VieUles  Jfo?/8!arhcs  he  black  hair,  carefully  parted  in  the 
could  find,  and  rejoiced  that  the  centre,  and  worn  long  and  flowing, 
sun  of  ..Vusterlitz  had  re-arisen,  contrasted  the  whiteness  of  a  high 
But  after  the  affair  of  Mexico  the  though  narrow  forehead,  and  the 
sun  of  Austerlitz  waxed  very  sickly,  delicate  pallor  of  his  cheeks.  His 
Imperialism  was  fast  going  out  of  features  were  very  regular,  his  eyes 
fashion.  The  Count  transferred  his  singularly  bright ;  but  the  expres- 
afiection  to  Jules  Favre,  and  joined  sion  of  the  face  spoke  of  fatigue  and 
the  ranks  of  the  advanced  Liberals,  exhaustion — the  silky  locks  were 
During  all  these  political  changes,  already  thin,  and  interspersed  with 
the  Count  had  remained  very  much  threads  of  silver — the  bright  eyes 
the  same  man  in  private  life ;  agree-  shone  out  from  sunken  orbits — the 
able,  good-natured,  witty,  and,  above  lines  round  the  mouth  were  marked 
all,  a  devotee  of  the  fair  sex.  When  as  they  are  in  the  middle  age  of  one 
he  had  reached  the  age  of  sixty-  who  has  lived  too  fast, 
eight  he  was  still  Jorfe  hrl  hommc —  It  was  a  countenance  that  might 
unmarried,  with  a  grand  presence  have  excited  a  compassionate  and 
and  charming  manner.  At  that  tender  interest,  but  for  something 
age  he  said,  *%/<?  me.  nmrfr^^^  and  arrogant  and  supercilious  in  the  ex- 
married  a  young  lady  of  eighteen,  pression — something  that  demanded 
She  adore<l  hfr  husband,  and  was  not  tender  pity  but  enthusiastic  ad- 
wildly  jealous  of  him  ;  while  the  miration.  Yet  that  expression  was 
Count  did  not  seem  at  all  jealous  displeasing  rather  to  men  than  to 
of  her,  and  i^ubmitted  to  her  adora-  women ;  and  one  could  well  con- 
tion  with  ^  a  gentle  shrug  of  the  ccive  that,  among  the  latter,  the 
shoulders.  enthusiastic  admiration  it  challenged 

The  thrf'c  other  guests  who,  with  would  be  largely  conceded. 

Graham  aitid  ih^^  two   Italian  ladies.  The   conversation   at   dinner   was 

made    up/  ll.     (  •  .iplement   of    ten,  in  complete  contrast  to   that  at  the 

were    thjo    (Jennan    Count    von  Ru-  American's  the    day  before.     There 

desheiro,  whom  Vane    had    met    at  the  talk,  though  animated,  had  been 

M.   LowvicrV,    a    celebrated  French  chiefly  earnest  and  serious — here  it 

physicban    named    Bacourt,    and    a  was  all  touch  and  go,  sally  and  re- 

youngi  author    whom    Savarin    had  partee.     The  subjects  were  the  light 

admitVed    into    his    cVu\\ic  and   de-  on  dits  and  lively  anecdotes  of  the 
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day,  not   free   from   literature    and  reputation  of  being  very  clever  and 

politics,  but  both  treated  as  matters  very  wicked,  and  that   is  a  sort   of 

of  persrilage^  hovered  round  with  a  character   which   has    the  serpent's 

jest,  and   quitted   with   an  epigram,  fascination  for  the  daughters  of  Eve/' 

The   two   French   lady  authors,  the  *'  Is  the  reputation  merited  ?  " 

Count  de  Passy,  the  physician,  and  "  As  to  the  cleverness,  1  am  not 

the  host,  far  outshone  all  the  other  a  fair  judge.     1  dislike  tliat  sort  of 

guests.     Now    and    then,   however,  writing    which    is    neither  manlike 

the   German    Count   struck  in  Avith  nor  Womanlike,  and  in  which  young 

an    ironical    remark    condensing   a  Rameau  excels.     He  has  the  knack 

great  deal  of  grave  wisdom,  and  the  of  finding  very  exaggerated  phrases 

young  author  with  ruder  and  more  by  which   to   express   commonplace 

biting  sarcasm.     If  the  sarcasm  told,  thoughts.     He   writes   verses   about 

he   showed   his   triumph   by  a  low-  love  in  words  so    stormy  that   you 

pitched     laugh ;     if    it    failed,    he  might  fancy  that  Jove  was  descend- 

evinced  his   displeasure   by   a   con-  ing  upon    Scmele.     But   when   you 

temptuous  sneer  or  a  grim  scowl.  examine  his  words,  as  a  sober  path- 

Isaura    and     Graham     were    not  ologist  like  myself  is  disposed  to  do, 

seated    near   each    other,   and  were  your  fear  for  the  peace  of  households 

for  the  most  part    contented    to  be  vanishes — they  are  *  Vox  et  prceterea 

listeners.  nihil'* — no  man  really  in  love  would 

On   adjourning  to  the  salon  after  use  them.     He  writes   prose  about 

dinner,  Graham,    however,   was   ap-  the  wrongs  of  humanity.     You  foci 

proaching  the  chair  in  which  Isaura  for  humanity.     You  say,  *  Grant  the 

had  placed  herself,  when  the  young  wrongs,   now  for   the  remedy,'   and 

author,    forestalling    him,     dropped  you   find  nothing    but    balderdash, 

into  the  seat  next  to  her,  and  began  Still   I    am   bound  to  say  that  both 

a   conversation    in    a    voice  so  low  in  verse  and  prose  Gustave  Rameau 

that    it    might    have  passed   for    a  is  in  unison  with  a  corrupt  taste  of 

whisper.      The     Englishman     drew  the  day,  and  therefore  he  is  coming 

back  and  observed  them.     He  soon  into  vogue.      So   much    as    to    his 

perceived,    with  a  pang  of  jealousy  writings  :    as  ip  his  wickedness,  you 

not  unmingled  with   scorn,   that  the  have   only   to   look  at  him   to   feel 

author's  talk   appeared    to    interest  sure  that  he  is  ndl  a  hundreath  part 

Isaura.     She    listened   with  evident  so   wicked  as  he\  wishes   to   seem, 

attention ;  and   when   she   spoke  in  In  a   word,    then,  ^  Mons.     Gustavo 

return,  though  Graham  did  not  hear  Kameau  is  a  type  or>that  somewhat 

her    words,    he    could    observe    on  numerous  class  amongv  the  youth  of 

her  expressive  countenance   an    in-  Paris,  which  I  call   *  th^  Lost  Tribe 

creased  gentleness  of  aspect  of  Absinthe.'    There  is  )ft  set  of  men 

*'  I    hope,"    said    the    physician,  who   begin  to  live  full  gallop  while 

joining    Graham,    as    most    of    the  they  are   still  boys.     Asj  a  general 

other  guests  gathered  around  Savarin,  rule,  they  are  originally  of  ^the  sickly 

who    was    in    his    liveliest   vein  of  frames  which  can  scarcely 'even  trot, 

anecdote  and  wit — "I  hope  that  the  much  less  gallop,  without -.the  spur 

fair  Italian  will  not  allow  that   ink-  of  stimulants,  and  no  stinoulant  so 

bottle  imp  to  persuade  her  that  she  fascinates  their  peculiar  nervous  sys- 

has  fallen  in  love  with  him."  tem   as   absinthe.     The    nuniber   of 

"  Do  young  ladies  generally  find  patients  m  this   set  who  at  tfce  age 

him  so  seductive?"  asked  Graham,  of  thirty  are   more  worn   oun  than 

with  a  forced  smile.  septuagenarians,  increases  so  ripidly 

*' Probably  enough.     He  has  the  as  to  make  one  dread  to  think^what 
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will  be  the  next  race  of  Frenchmen.        Graham     doubted,     and     replied 
To    the    predilection    for    absinthe  coldly,  as  he  bent  over  the  print — 
young   Rameau   and  the  writers  of        '*  I  once  stayed  there  a  few  days, 
his  set  add  the  imitation  of  Heine,  but  my  recollection  of  it  is  not  suffi- 
aftc: ,  indeed,  the  manner  of  carica-  ciently  lively  to  enable  me  to  rccog- 
turists,  who  effect  a  likeness  strik-  nise  its  features  in  this  design." 
ing  in  proportion  as  it  is  ugly.     It        **  That   is   the   house,  at  least  so 
is    not  easy   to  imitate   the  pathos  they  say,  of  Tasso's  father ;  of  course 
and  the  wit  of  Heine,  but  it  is  ensy  you  visited  that  ?" 
to  imitate  his  defiance  of  the  Deity,         *'  Yes,  it  was  a  hotel  in  my  time  ; 
his    mockery   of   right  and   wrong,  I  lodged  there." 
his   relentless   war    on    that  heroic        *'  And  I  too.     There  T  first  read 
standard    of    thought    and    action  *  the  Gerusalemrae.' "  The  last  words 
which   the  writers   who  exalt  their  were  said  in  Italian,  with  a  low  meas- 
naiion  intuitively  preserve.     Rameau  ured  tone,  inwardly  and  dreamily, 
cannot  be  a   Heine,  but  he  can  be        A   somewhat   sharp   and   incisive 
to  Heine  what  a  misshapen  snarling  voice  speaking  in  French  here  struck 
dwarf  is  to  a  mangled  blaspheming  in     and     prevented    Graham's    re- 
Titan.     Yet  he  interests  the  women  joinder :  *'  Quel  joli  dessin  !     What 
in  general,  and  he  evidently  interests  is  it,  Mademoiselle  ?" 
the  fair  Signorina  in  especial."  Graham    recoiled  :     the     speaker 

Just    as    Bacourt    finished    that  was  Gustave  Rameau,  who  had,  un-. 

last     sentence,     Isaura     lifted     the  observed,  first  watched  Isaura,  then 

head    which   had   hitherto   bent    in  rejoined  lier  side, 
an    earnest    hstening   attitude   that        **  A  view  of    Sorrento,    Monsieur, 

seemed   to  justify  the    Doctor's  re-  but  it  does   not   do  justice   to  the 

marks,  and  looked  round.     Her  eyes  place.     I  was  pointing  out  the  house 

met  Graham's  with  the  fearless  can-  which  belonged  to  Tasso's  father." 
dour  which  made  half  the  charm  of        **  Tasso  !  He'ui .(  and  which  is  the 

their  bright  yet  soft  intelligence.  But  fair  Eleonora's  V" 
i>he  dropped  them  suddenly  with  a      ,  **  Monsieur,"     answered     Isaura, 

half-start  and  a  change  of  colour,  for  rather     startled     at    that     question 

the  expression  of  Graham's  face  was  from  a  professed  homme  de  Uttrcs^ 

unlike   that  which    she  had   hither-  "  Eleonora    did    not    live    at    Sor- 

to    seen  on  it — it   was   hard,  stern,  rento." 

somewhat  disdainful.     A  minute  or        *'  Tant  pis  pour   Sorrentc^^''   said 

so  afterwards  she  rose,  and  in  pass-  the    homme    de    lettres^    carelessly, 

ing    across   the   room   towards    the  "  No  one  would  care  for  Tasso  if  it 

group  round   the  host,  paused  at  a  were  not  for  Eleonora." 
table  covered  with  books  and  prints         *'  I  should  rather  have  thought," 

neiir  to  which  Graham  was  standing  said   Graham,    *'  that  no  one  would 

— alone.     The  Doctor  had  departed  have  cared  for  Eleonora  if  it  were 

in  company  with  the  German  Count,  not  for  Tasso." 

Isaura  took  up  one  of  the  prints.  Rameau  glanced    at  the    English- 

*'Ah!"  she  exclaimed,  "Sorrento  man  superciliously. 
— my    Sorrento.       Have    you    ever        "  Pardon^  Monsieur — in  every  age 

visited  Sorrento,  Mr.  Vane  V"  a  love-story  keeps  its  interest;  but 

Her  question  and  her   movement  who  cares  nowadays  for  h  clinquant 

were  evidently  in  conciliation.     Was  dit   Tasse .?" 

the    conciliation    prompted    by    co-        "  Le  cUnqunnt  du    Tasse ! "    ox- 

quetry,    or    by    a    sentiment    more  claimed  Isaura,  indignantly, 
innocent  and  artless  ?  "  The     expression     is    Boileau's, 
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Mademoiselle,  in  ridicule  of  the  *  Sot  ed  away  in  silence,  and  in  another 

dc  (/ualit\'  who  prefers  minute    vanished    from    the    room, 

persuading  himself  that  ho  felt  not 

•  L^  riin'UHint  flu  7'(f.NX-  d  fo't  I'or  tie  Mr-  ^^^^    p^ng    of    jealousy    in    leaving 

^''''  Oustave    Rameau    hy   the    sid »    of 

15ut    for  my  part   T   havo    as   lillle  Isaura.  "  Her  dearest  friend  Mauamo 

faith  in  the  last  as  the  lirst."  de  (Jrantmesuil !"  ho  mutterc(L 

*'  I  do  not  know  Latin,  and  have  A  wonl  now  on  Tsaura\s  chief  cor- 

therefore     not    read    Virgil,"     said  respondent.     Madame  de  (trantmcs- 

Isaura.  nil  was  a  woman  of  noble  birth  and 

'*  Possibly,"    rem  irked     (Jralnm,  ample  fortune.     She  had  separated 

**  Monsieur  does   not  know    Itilian,  from    her  husban<l   in    the    second 

and  has  therefore  not  read  Tasso."  year  after  marriage.     She  was  a  sin- 

**  If  that  be  meant  in   sarcasm,''  gularly   eloquent  writer,   surpassed 

retorted  Rameau,  '' 1  construe  it  as  a  among    contemporaries   of  her   sex 

compliment.     A   Frenchman  who  is  in  i)opularity  and  renown   only  by 

contented  to  study  the  masterpieces  (Jeorgos  Sand. 

of  modern  literature  need  learn  no  .Vt  least  as  fearless  as  that  great 

language  and  read   no  authors   but  novelist  in  llie  frank  exposition  of 

his  own.''  her  views,  she  ha<l  commenced  her 

Isaura  laughed   her   pleasant  sil-  career  in  letters  by  a  work  of  aston- 

very  laugh.     **  1  should  adn)ire  the  ishing  power  antl   pathos,    directed 

frankness  of  that  boast.  Monsieur,  if  against  the   institution   of  marriage 

in  our   talk  just   now  you  had  not  as  regulated  in  R<mian  Oatliolic  com- 

spoken  as  contempt uously  of  v/hat  munities.     1   do   not  know    tiiat   it 

Ave  are  arcustomed  to  consider  rrcnch  said   more  on   this  delicate   subject 

masterpieces   as  you   have   done  of  than  the   Knglish  Milt^^n   has  said; 

\' irgil  and  Tasso."  but   the?i    Milton   did  not  write  for 

'' Ah,  Mademoiselle!  it  is  not  my  a  Roman  Catholic  community,  nor 
fault  if  you  have  had  tea<'liers  of  atlopt  a  style  likely  to  c<aptivato  the 
taste  so  rococo  as  to  bid  you  lind  working  classes.  Madame  dc  (i rant- 
masterpieces  in  the  tiresome  stilted  mesnil's  first  book  wa^  deemed  &n 
tragedies  of  (.-orneille  and  Racine,  attack  on  the  religion  of  the  c<mn try, 
]*oetry  of  a  court,  not  of  a  people —  and  captivated  those  anions;  the 
one  simjile  novel,  one  simple  stan/a  working  (tlasses  who  had  already 
that  probes  the  hid<len  recesses  of  abjured  that  religion.  This  work 
the  human  heart,  reveals  the  sores  was  followed  up  by  others  more  or 
of  this  wretched  social  slat:?,  de-  less  in  defiance  of  **  received  opin- 
nounces  the  evils  of  sujierstilion,  ions  ; "  some  with  political,  some 
kingcraft,  and  priestcraft^  is  wortli  with  social  revolutionary  aim  and 
a  library  of  the  rubbish  whirh  peda-  tendencry,  but  always  with  a  singu- 
gogues  call  '  the  classics.'  We  agree,  lar  purity  of  style.  Search  all  her 
at  leasts  in  one  thing.  Mademoiselle ;  books,  and  however  you  might  re- 
we  both  do  homage  to  the  genius  volt  from  her  doctrine,  you  could 
of  your  friend  Madame  de  (J rant-  not  find  a  hazardous  expression. 
mesnil."  The  novels  of  Knglish  young  ladie.4 

"  Your    friend,  Signorina !"  crieil  are    naughty    in    comparison.       Of 

(Jralrun,  incredulously  ;  "is  Madame  late  years,  whatever  might  bo  hard 

de  (Jrantniesnil  your  friencl  V"  or  audacious  in  her  political  or  so- 

*'  The     <learertt    I     have    in     the  cial   doctrines,    softened    itself   into 

world."  charm    amid    the    golden    haze    of 

(iraham's  face  darkened ;  he  turn-  rom?.nce.     Her  writings  had  grown 
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more  and  more  purely  artistic —  the  most  sorrowful  and  most  lonely 
poetising  what  is  good  and  beautiful  creature  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
in  the  realities  of  life,  rather  than  this  famous  woman,  worshipped  by 
creating  a  false  ideal  out  of  what  is  the  rich  for  her  intellect,  adored  by 
vicious  and  deformed.  Such  a  wo-  the  poor  for  her  beneficence,  came 
man,  separated  young  from  her  hus-  to  the  orphan's  friendless  side, 
band,  could  not  enunciate  such  breathing  love  once  more  into  her 
opinions  and  lead  a  life  so  indepen-  pining  heart,  and  waking  for  the 
dent  and  uncontrolled  as  Madame  first  time  the  desires  of  genius,  the 
de  Grantmesnil  had  done,  without  aspirations  of  art,  in  the  dim  self- 
scandal,  without  calumny.  Nothing,  consciousness  of  a  soul  between 
however,  in  her  actual  life,  had  sleep  and  waking, 
ever  been  so  proved  against  her  as  But,  my  dear  Englishman,  put 
to  lower  the  high  position  she  occu-  yourself  in  Graham^s  place,  and  sup- 
pied  in  right  of  birth,  fortune,  re-  pose  that  you  were  beginning  to  fall 
nown.  Wherever  she  went  she  was  in  love  with  a  girl  whom  for  many 
feU^e — as  in  England  foreign  princes,  good  reasons  you  ought  not  to  marry; 
and  in  America  foreign  authors,  suppose  that  in  the  same  hour  in 
are  JeUs.  Those  who  knew  her  which  you  were  angrily  conscious 
well  concurred  in  praise  of  her  lofty,  of  jealousy  on  account  of  a  man 
generous,  lovable  qualities.  Ma-  whom  it  wounds  your  self-esteem  to 
dame  de  Grantmesnil  had  known  consider  a  rival,  the  girl  tells  you 
Mr.  Sclby ;  and  when,  at  his  death,  that  her  dearest  friend  is  a  woman 
Isaura,  in  the  innocent  age  between  who  is  famed  for  her  hostility  to 
childhood  and  youtli,  had  been  left  the  institution  of  marriage ! 


CHAPTER    IV. 

On  the  same  day  in  which  Graham  friends."     So  saying   ho   turned   to 

dined   with   the  Savarins,    M.    Lou-  his  other  guests, 

vier  assembled  round   his  table  the  Almost   in   an   instant   Alain  felt 

elite  of    the  young   Parisians   who  his  constraint  melt  away  in  the  cor- 

constituted  the  oligarchy  of  fashion,  dial  warmth  with  which  his  cousins 

to  meet  whom   he   had  invited  his  greeted  him. 

new  friend  the  Marquis  de  Roche-  These  young  men  had  a  striking 
briant.  Most  of  them  belonged  to  family  likeness  to  each  other,  and 
the  Legitimist  party — the  noblesse  yet  in  feature,  colouring,  and  ex- 
of  the  fauhoitrg ;  those  who  did  pression,  in  all  save  that  strange 
not,  belonged  to  no  political  party  family  likeness,  they  were  contrasts, 
at  all, — indifierent  to  the  cares  of  Raoul  was  tall,  and  though  in- 
mortal  states  as  the  gods  of  Epicur-  dined  to  be  slender,  with  sufficient 
us.  Foremost  among  this  jeunesse  breadth  of  shoulder  to  indicate  no 
dort'e  were  Alain's  kinsmen,  Raoul  inconsiderable  strength  of  frame, 
and  Enguerrand  de  Vandemar.  To  Ilis  hair  worn  short,  and  his  silky 
these  Louvier  introduced  him  with  beard  worn  long,  were  dark,  so  were 
a  burly  parental  hanhomie^  as  if  he  his  eyes,  shaded  by  curved  droop- 
were  the  head  of  the  family.  "  I  ing  lashes ;  his  complexion  was  pale, 
need  not  bid  you,  young  folks,  to  but  clear  and  healthful.  In  repose 
make  friends  with  each  other.  A  the  expression  of  his  face  was  that 
Vandcmar  and  a  Rochebriant  are  of  a  somewhat  melancholy  indo-. 
not  made   friends — they    are    born  lence,   but  in   speaking    it    became 
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singularly   sweet,    with   a   smile  of  All  about  him  was  so  bright   that 

the   ex(iiiisite    urbaiiity    which     no  the      atmosphere     around     seemed 

artificial   politeness   can  bestow  ;   it  gayer  for  his  prasencc. 

must    emanate    from     that    native  In  one  respect  at  least  the  brothers 

hijih  breedinj:  which  has  its  source  closelv    resembled    each    other — in 

in  jroodness  of  heart.  that  exquisite  praciousness  of  man- 

Enguerrand  was  fair,   with   curly  ner  for  which  the  jjrenuine   French 

locks    of    a  golden   chestnut.      lie  noble    is    traditionally  renowne<l — a 

wore  no  beard,  only  a  small  mous-  graciousness    that     did    not    desert 

tache  rather   darker  than  his   hair,  them   eA'cn   when  they  came  rcluc- 

Iiis   comi>lexion   might  in  itself  be  tuntly  into  contact  with  rotunera  or 

called  elleininato,  its  bloom   was   so  republicans  ;   but   the    graciousness 

fresh   and   delicate,    but   there   was  became    t^'jalitc^  fvaterniU  towards 

so  nuich  of  boldness  and  energ}'  in  one  of  their  caste  and  kindred, 

the    play   of    his    countenance,    t!ie  '*  We  must  do  our  best  to  make 

hardy  outline  of  the  lips,  and   the  Paris  ]deasant  to  you,"   said  Raoul, 

o])en  breadth   of   the  forelioad,  that  still  retaining  in  his  gi'asp  the  hand 

*' eUeminatc"    was    an    epithet    no  he  had  taken. 

one    ever    assigned    to    his  aspect.  "  Vlhiiu    covmln^'^   said   the    livo- 

Ile  was  somewhat  under  the  middle  Her   Knguen'and,  "'to   have  been  in 

height,  but  beautifully  proportioned,  Paris  twenty-four  hours,  and  with- 

carrie<l  himself  well,   and  s<miehow  out  h'tting  us  know." 

or  other  c  lid  not  look  short  even  by  "Has  not  your   father   told  you 

the   side   of    tall    men.      Altogether  that  I  called  upon  him  V" 

he  seemed  formed  to  be  a  mother's  '*  Our    father,"  answered     Raoul, 

darling,  and  sjxnled  by  women,  yet  "  was   not  so  savage  as  to  conceal 

to  hoM  his  own   among  men  with  a  that  fact,  but  he  .'^aid  you  were  onJy 

strength    of    will    more   evi<lent   in  here  on  business  for  a  day  or  two, 

his   look    and   his    bearing   than   it  had     declined    his     invitation,    and 

was    in    those    of    his   graver   and  would  not  give  your  address.    Pantre 

statelier  brother.  /hiv.'  we  scolded  him  well  for  let- 

Hoth  were  ronsi<lered  ))y  their  ting  you  escape  from  us  thus.  My 
young  co-equals  models  in  <lress,  mother  has  not  forgiven  him  yet ; 
but  in  llaoul  there  was  no  sign  we  must  present  you  to  her  to-nior- 
that  <-are  or  thouKht  upon  dross  row.  I  answer  for  your  liking  her 
had  In  en  bcstfiwed  ;  the  simpli<'ity  almost  as  much  as  she  will  like  you." 
of  his  costunie  was  absolute  and  IJefore  Alain  could  an.^^wer  din- 
severe.  On  his  plain  shirt-front  ner  was  announced.  Akin's  place 
there  gleamed  not  a  stud,  on  his  at  dinner  was  between  Ids  cousin& 
lingers  there  sparkled  not  a  ring.  How  ])leasant  they  made  them- 
Knguerrand,  on  the  contrary,  was  selves !  it  was  the  first  time  in 
not  without  ]>retension  in  his  at-  which  Alain  had  ))een  brought  into 
tire;  i\\\}  hrtn/a-ir  in  his  shirt-front  such  familial  conversation  with 
seemed  woven  bv  the  Queen  of  the  countrvmen  of  his  own  rank  as  well 
Fairies.  liis  rings  of  tunpioise  as  his  own  age.  His  heart  warmed 
and  o]\'d,  his  studs  aufl  wri.st-but-  to  them.  The  general  talk  of  the 
tons  (»f  pearl  anfl  brilliants,  nuist  other  guests  was  strange  to  his  car; 
have  ct>st  double  the  rental  of  it  ran  much  upon  horses  and  races, 
Kochebriant,  but  probably  they  cost  upon  the  opera  and  the  ballet;  it 
hini  nothing.  He  was  one  of  was  enlivened  with  satirical  ancc* 
those  hai)]>y  Lotharios  to  whom  dotes  of  persons  whose  names  were 
Calistas     make    constant    presents,  unknown   to   the   Provincial — not  a 
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word  was  said  that  showed  the  a  connection  by  an  alliance  in  the 
smallest  interest  in  politics  or  the  fourteenth  century ;  the  Russian 
slightest  acquaintance  with  litera-  prince  had  known  the  late  Marquis, 
ture.  The  world  of  these  well-born  and  "  trusted  that  the  son  would 
guests  seemed  one  from  which  all  allow  him  to  improve  into  friend- 
that  concerned  the  great  mass  of  ship  the  acquaintance  he  had  formed 
mankind  was  excluded,  yet  the  talk  with  the  father." 
was  that  which  could  only  be  found  Those  ceremonials  over,  Raoul 
in  a  very  polished  society ;  in  it  linked  his  arm  in  Alain's,  and  said, 
there  was  not  much  wit,  but  there  **  T  am  not  going  to  release  you  so 
was  a  prevalent  vein  of  gaiety,  and  soon  after  we  have  caught  you. 
the  gaiety  was  never  violent,  the  You  must  come  with  me  to  a  house 
laughter  was  never  loud ;  the  scan-  in  which  I  at  least  spend  an  hour 
dais  circulated  might  imply  cynicism  or  two  every  evening.  I  am  at 
the  most  absolute,  but  in  language  home  there.  Bah !  I  take  no  re- 
the  most  refined.  The  Jockey  Club  fusal.  Do  not  suppose  I  carry  you 
of  Paris  has  its  perfume.  off  to  Bohemia,   a  country  which,  I 

Raoul  did  not  mix  in  the  general  am  sorry  to  say,  Enguerrand  now  and 

conversation ;    he    devoted    himself  then  visits,   but  which  is  to  me  as 

pointedly  to  the  amusement  of  his  unknown  as  the   mountains  of   the 

cousin,   explaining  to  him  the  point  moon.       The   house   I    speak   of   is 

of  the  anecdotes  circulated,  or  hitting  comme  ilfaut  to  the  utmost.     It  is 

off  in  terse  sentences  the  characters  that  of  the  Contessa  di  Rimini — a 

of  the  talkers.  charming   Italian  by   marriage,   but 

Enguerrand  was  evidently  of  tern-  by  birth  and  in  character  French — 

per  more  vivacious  than  his  brother,  jusqu^auhoutdcsongles.     My  mother 

and  contributed  freely  to  the  current  adores  her." 
play  of  light  gossip  and  mirthful  sally.        That  dinner  at  M.  Louvior's   had 

Louvier,   seated    between  a   duke  already   effected   a  great  change  in 

and   a    Russian   prince,    said    little,  the  mood  and  temper  of  Alain  dc 

except  to  recommend  a  wine  or  an  Rochebriant  ;  he  felt,  as  if  by  magic, 

eiitn^e^  but  kept  his  eye  constantly  the  sense  of  youth,  of  rank,  of  sta- 

on  the  Vandemars  and  Alain.  tion,  which    had   been  so  suddenly 

Immediately  after  cotFee  the  checked  and  stifled,  warmed  to  life 
guests  de})artecL  Before  they  did  within  his  veins.  He  should  have 
so,  however,  Raoul  introduced  his  deemed  himself  a  boor  had  he  re- 
cousin  to  those  of  the  party  most  fused  the  invitation  so  frankly  ten- 
distinguished  by  hereditary  rank  or  dered. 

social     position.     With     these     the        But  on  reaching  the  coupe  which 

name   of   Rochebriant   was  too  his-  the   brothers  kept  in  common,  and 

torically  famous   not   to   insure  re-  seeing  it  only  held  two,  he  drew  back, 
spect  of  its  owner ;   they  welcomed         '*  Nay,    enter,    man    c/t^r,"     said 

him  among  them  as  if  he  were  their  Raoul,    divining    the    cause    of    his 

brother.      .  hesitation;    ** Enguerrand  has  gone 

The  French  duke  claimed  him  as  on  to  his  club." 


CHAPTER    V. 

*'  Tell  me,"  said  Raoul,  when  they        "  Ho  is  my  chief  mortgagee." 
were   in   the    carriage,     "how    you        "  H'm !     that     explains    it.      But 
came  to  know  M.  Louvier  ?  "  you  might  be  in  worse  hands  ;  the 
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man    has    a    character    for  Hbcral-  Alain  pressed  his  kinsman^s  hand 

ity."  with  grateful  emotion. 

*'  Did  your  father  mention  to  you  "  Yet,"  he  said,  falteringly,  "  your 

my   circumstances,  and   the   reason  father  agreed  with  me  that  my  cir- 

thut  brings  me  to  Paris  ? "  cumstances    would    not    allow    mo 

*' Since     you    put     the    question    to '' 

point-blank,  my  dear  cousin,  he  did."  "  Bah  !  "  interrupted  Kacul  with  % 

*'IIe   told    3'ou   how   poor    1    am,  gentle  laugh  ;  "my  father  is  a  very 

and  how  keen  nuist  bo  my  life-long  clever  man,  doubtless,  but  he  knows 

struggle  to  keep  Kochebriant  as  the  only    the    world    of   liis   own   day, 

home  of  my  race."  nothing  of  the   world   of  ours.       I 

"  He  toll!  us  all  that  could  make  and  Enguerrand  will  call  on  you 
us  still  more  respect  tlie  Marquis  de  to-morrow,  to  take  you  to  my  mo- 
Ilochebriant,  and  still  more  eagerly  ther,  and  before  doing  so,  to  con- 
long  to  know  our  cousin  and  the  suit  as  to  aflairs  in  general.  On 
hea<l  of  our  house,"  answered  Kaoul,  this  last  matter  Knguerrand  is 
with  a  certain  nobleness  of  tone  and  an  oracle.  Here  we  are  at  the 
manner.  Contessa^s." 


CHAPTER  vr. 

The  Contessa  di  Rimini  received  attentively,  there  was  an  expression 

her  visitors  in  a  boudoir   furnished  in   her   countenance   that  might  al- 

with  much  apparent  simplicity,  })ut  most  be   called   divine,  it   spoke   so 

a\sinipli('ity    by  no  means  inexpen-  unmistakeably  of  a  sweet  nature  and 

sive.      The   dra])erics   were   ))ut   of  an    untroubled    soul.      An   Knglish 

chintz,  and   the  walls  covered  with  ])oet  once  described  her   by  repeat- 

the  same  material,  a  lively  pattern,  ing  the  cM  lines, — 

in   which  the    prevalent   tints    were       „      ^       

rosu.<oloiir  aiul  white  ;  but  the  orna-  "*;■■„/"!:''  "*  '""'  *"''  ""'"'  ^^  *    "" 

menls  on  the  mantelpiece,  the  china  A    nui'tin^   of  gentle    lights    witliont    a 

stored    in   the  cabinets  or  arranged  lumii'. 

in  the  shelves,   the  small  nic^knacks  She   was   not   alone  ;    an    elderly 

s«Mttercd  on  the  tiibles,  were  costly  la<ly  sate  on   an    arm-chair   by    the 

rarities  of  art.  tire,  cngage<l  in  knitting,  and  a  man. 

The  (Nmtessa  herself  was  a  woman  also  eMerly,  and  whose    dress   pro- 

wlio  had  somewhat  passed  her  thir-  claimed  him  an  ecclesiastic,  sate  at 

tieth  year,  not  strikingly  handsome,  the    o])posite    corner,  with   a   large 

but     excjuisitely     pretty.      *' There  Angora  cat  on  his  laj). 

is,"     said    a    great    French   writer,  ''  I     present     to    you,     .Madame," 

*' only  one  way  in  which  a  woman  said  Raoul,  **my  new-found  cousin, 

can    1)0   handsome,   but    a    hundred  the  seventeenth  Marquis  de    KcK'he- 

thousand  ways  in  which  she  can  be  briant,  whom  I  am  proud  to  consider, 

proily  ;"  and  it  wouM  be  inq)ossible  on  the  male  side,  the  liead  of  our 

to  HM'kfUi  u])  the  number  of  ways  in  house,  rejiresenting  its  eldest  branch  : 

M'hich  A<lcline  di  ilimini  carried  oU*  welcome  him  for  my  sake— in  future 

the  i)ri/e  in  ])rettiness.  he  will  be  welcome  for  his  own." 

Yi't    it   Avould   be   unjust   to   the  The    Contessa    replied   very   gra- 

porsonal  attractions  of  the  Contessa  ciously    to    (his    introduction,     and 

to  cl;» ss  them  all   under   the   wor<l  made  room  for  Alain  on  the  divan 

pntiiness."     When  regarded  more  from  which  she  had  risen. 


k. 
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The  old  lady  looked  up  from  her  no  steady  effect  on  his  conduct — ho 
knitting,  the  ecclesiastic  removed  continues  to  sin  all  the  same.  Man- 
the  cat  from, his  lap.  Said  the  old  kind  at  Paris,  Monsieur  le  Marquis, 
lady,  *'  I  announce  myself  to  M.  le  is  divided  between  two  classes — one 
Marquis ;  I  knew  his  mother  well  bites  and  the  other  steals :  shun 
enough  to  bo  invited  to  his  chris-  both ;  devote  yourself  to  cats." 
tening ;  otherwise  I  have  no  pre-  The  Abbe  delivered  his  oration 
tension  to  the  acquaintance  of  a  ca-  with  a  gravity  of  mien  and  tone 
valier  hi  heau^ — being  old — rather  which  made  it  difficult  to  guess 
deaf  —  very  stupid  —  exceedingly  whether  he  spoke  in  sport  or  in  ear- 
poor "  nest — in  simple  playfulness  or  with 

**  And,"  interrupted  Raoul,    "  the  latent  sarcasm, 

woman  in  all  Paris,  the  most  adored  But  on   the   brow  and  in  the  eye 

for  hontl'^    and  consulted  for  savoir  of  the  priest  there  was  a  general  ex- 

vicre  by  the  young  cavaliers  whom  pression  of  quiet  benevolence,  which 

she  deigns  to  receive.     Alain,  I  pre-  made  Alain  incline  to  the  belief  that 

sent  you   to  Madame  de  Maury,  the  he  was  only  speaking  as  a  pleasant 

widow  of  a  distingiuishcd  author  and  humorist ;  and  the  Marquis  replied 

jicademician,  and  the  daughter  of  the  gaily — 

bravo    Henri  de   Gcrval,  who  fought  *' Monsieur  I'Abbe,  admitting  the 

for  the   good   cause  in  La  Vendee,  superior  virtue  of  cats,  when    tauo*ht 

T  present  you  also  to  the  Abbe  Vert-  by  so   intelligent   a   preceptor,    still 

pie,   who  has  passed  his  life  in  the  the  business  of    human  life  is  not 

vain  endeavour  to   make  other  men  transacted  by  cats ;  and  since  men 

as  aood  as  himself."  must  deal  with  men,  permit  me,  as 

"  Base   flatterer !"  said  the  Abb6.  a  preliminary  caution,   to  inquire  in 

pinching  Raoul's  car  with  one  hand,  which  class  I  must  rank  yourself, 

while  he  extended  the  other  to  Alain.  Do  you  bite  or  do  you  stealV' 

*'  Do   not    let  your    cousin  frighten  This  sally,  which  showed  that  the 

you  from  knowing  me,    M.   le  Mar-  ^farquis  was  already  shaking  off  his 

([uis ;   when   ho  was  my  pupil,   he  so  provincial  reserve,    met    with  great 

convinced   me   of  the    incon'igil^ility  success. 

of   perverse   hutnnn    nature,    that   I  Raoul  and   the   Contessa  laughed 

now  chiefly   address   myself   to   the  merrily  ;  Madame  de  Maury  clapped 

moral     inij»rovenicnt   of    the    brute  her  hands,  and  cried '' iiVcvi .'" 

creation.     Ask    the    Contessa   if    I  The  Abbe   replied,  with    unmoved 

liavc    not    achieved    a   f'ma    succts  gravity,    "Roth.     I  am  a   priest ;  it 

with  lier  Angora  cat.     'i'hrco  months  is  my  duty  to  bite  the  l>ad  and  steal 

aj;o  thiit  creature  had  the  two  worst  fron   the  good,  as  you   will  see,  M. 

propensities    of     man.     Ho    was   at  Ic  Marquis,  if  you  will  glance  at  this 

oixe    savi'ge   and   mean;    he  bit,  he  paper." 

stole.  Does  he  ever  bile  now:  No.  Here  he  handed  to  Alain  a  memo- 
Does  he  ever  steal  V  Xo.  Why?  I  rial  on  behalf  of  an  afflicted  family 
have  awakc?".ed  in  t!i:it  cat  the  dor-  who  had  been  burnt  out  of  their 
mant  consoience,  a-.ul  tluat  done,  the  home,  and  reduced  from  compara- 
conscience  rcrj;ulates  his  actions :  tive  ease  ta  absolute  want.  There 
once  made  aware  of  tiie  diilerence  was  a  list  appended  of  some  twenty 
between  wrong  and  right,  the  cat  subscribers,  the  last  being  the  Con- 
maintains  it  unsuervingly,  as  if  it  tessa,  fifty  francs,  and  Madame  do 
were  a  law  of  nature,     lint  if,  with  Maury  five. 

prodigious  labour,  one  does  awaken  '^  Allow    me.    Marquis,"   said  the 

conscience  in  a  human  sinner,  it  has  Abbe,  "to  steal  from  you;  bless  you 
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ivfoio\(\^morifiJsr  (takinp:  thenapo-  table,  and  the  evenings  passctl  away 

Icon  Alain  extended  to  him) — '*  first,  in  the  innocent  gaiety  of  a  domestic 

for  your  charity — secondl}',  for  the  circle.     The   talk,   if  not   especially 

effect  of  its  example  upon  the  heart  intellectual,  was  at  least  not  fashion* 

of    your    cousin.     Kaoul  de  Vande-  able   —  books   were  not  discussed, 

mar,    stand    and    deliver.     15ah  ! —  neither  were  scandals  ;  yet  somehow 

what !  only  ten  francs."  or  other  it  was  cheery  and  animated, 

llaoul    made  a  sij!;n  to  the  Abbe,  like  that    of  a  hap})y    family    in   % 

uni)erceived    by    the     rest,    as    he  country-house.     Alain  thoupcht   Ktill 

answered,    "Abl)C',    I    should   excel  the    better  of    llaoul  that,  Parisian 

your   expectations  of  my  career  if  I  though  he  was,  he  could  appreciate 

always  continue  worth  half  as  much  the  chann   of    an   evening  so  inno- 

as  my  cousin."  cently  spent. 

Alain    felt   to   the   bottom  of  his  On    taking    leave,    the    Contes.'Ui 

heart   the  delicate  tact  of  his   richer  gave  Alain  a  general    invitation  to 

kinsman  in  giving  less  than  himself,  tlrop  in  whenever  he  was  not  better 

and  the  Abbe  replied,  "Niggard,  you  engaged. 

are  pnrdoiled.      Ilumihty  is  a  more  *' I  except  only  the  opera  nights," 

tliHicult  virtue  to  produce   than  cha-  said  she.     "My  husband  has    f^>ne 

rity,  and  in  j'our  case  an  instance  of  to  Milan  on  his  affairs,  and  durini; 

it  is  so  rare  tliat  it  merits  encourage-  his  absence  I  do  not  go  to  partio.-^ ; 

ment."  the  opera  1  cannot  resist." 

1'he  "  tea  erpiipage"  was  now  serv-  llaoul    set    Alain    down    at    his 

ed  in  what  at  l^iris  is  called  the  Kng-  lodgings.      ''''An.  rcroir  ;    to-morrow 

lish  fashion ;  the  C'ontessa  pi'csided  at   one    oVlock    expect  Kngiierrand 

over  it,  the  guests  gathered  round  the  and  myself." 


CHAPTER    VII. 

Kaoul   and   Enguerrand   called  on  ments  before  replying.      At  last  ho 

Alain  at  the  hour  fixed.  said,  **  Will  you  trust  me  tp  call  on 

"In  the  first  place,"   said  llaoul,  Louvier   on   your   behalf !•      I    shall 

"  I   must    beg    you   to   accept    my  but   inquire  if  he  is  inclined  to   take 

mother's  regrets  that  she  cannot  re-  on  himself  the  ot'ner  mortg:iges  ;  and 

ceive  you  to-day.     She  and  the  Con-  if  so,  on  what  terms.     Our  rchition- 

tessa  belong   to  a  society    of    ladies  ship  gives  me   the    excuse    for  my 

formed    for   visiting   the   poor,    and  interference  ;  and  to  say  truth,  I  have 

this  is  their  day  ;  but  to-morrow  3'ou  had  nuich    familiar  intercourse  with 

must  (line  with  us  (a/itiitiHt\      Now  the   man.     I    too   am   a    speculator, 

to  business.     Allow  me  to  light  my  and  have  often  profited  by  Louvier's 

cigar  while   you  confide  the    whole  advice.     You  may   ask  what  can  he 

state  of  affairs  to  Knguerrand :  what-  his   obje<'t  in   serving    me ;    he   can 

ever  he  counsels,   I  am    sure  to  ap-  gain  nothing  by  it     To  this    1    an- 

prove."  swer,  the  key  to  his  gocxl  offices  is 

Alain,  as  briefly  as  he  could,  in  his  character.  Audai-ious  though 
stated  his  circumstances,  his  mort-  he  be  as  a  speculator,  he  is  wonder- 
gages,  and  the  hopes  which  his  fully  prudent  as  a  politician.  This 
aronv  had  encouraged  him  to  place  h  lie  J'hinn:  oi  ouni  is  like  a  stage 
in  the  friendly  disj)Osition  of  M.  tumbler ;  one  can  never  be  sure 
Louvier.  When  he  had  concluded,  whether  it  will  st'ind  on  iifi  head  or 
Knguerrand    nuised    for  a  few    mo-  its  feet.     Louvier  very  wisely  wishes 
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to  feel  himself  safe  whatever  party  tender,    "  when  one  wishes  to  re 

comes  uppermost     He  has  no  faith  plenish  one's  purse." 

in  the  duration  of  the  Empire  ;  and  "  I,  too,  gratefully  grant  such  an 

as,  at  all  events,  the  Empire  will  not  ambassador  all    powers    to    treat," 

confiscate  his  millions,  he  takes,  no  said   Alain.     "  I  am   only  ashamed 

trouble  in  conciliating  Imperialists,  to  consign  to  him  a  post  so  much 

But  on  the  principle  which  induces  beneath  his  genius,"  and  *  his  birth ' 

certain  savages  to  worship  the  devil  he  was  about  to  add,    but   wisely 

and  neglect  the  hon  Bleu,,  because  checked  himself.     Euguerrand  said, 

the  devil  is  spiteful  and    the    hoii  shrugging     his     shoulders,     **You 

Dleu  is  too  beneficent  to  injure  them,  can't    do    me    a    greater    kindness 

Louvicr,  at  heart  detesting  as  well  than   by  setting  my  wits   at  work, 

as  dreading  a  republic,  lays  himself  I  fall   a  martyr   to  ennui\  when   I 

out  to  secure  friends  with  the  Re-  am   not    in   action,"     he    said,  and 

publicans  of  all  classes,  and  pretends  was  gone. 

to   espouse  their  cause.       Next   to  **It  makes   me  very  melancholy 

them  he  is  very  conciliatory  to  the  at  times,"  said  Raoul,  flinging  away 

Orlcanists.    Lastly,  though  bethinks  the  end  of  his  cigar,  "to  think  that 

the  Legitimists  have  no  chance,  he  a  man  so  clever  and   so   energetic 

desires  to  keep  well  with  the  nobles  as   Enguerrand  should  be  as  much 

of  that  party,  because  they  exercise  excluded  from   the    service  of    his 

a  considerable   influence   over   that  country  as  if  he  were  an  Iroquois 

sphere  of  opinion  which  belongs  to  Indian.     He    would    have    made    a 

fashion ;  for  fashion  is  never  power-  great  diplomatist" 

less   in  Paris.       Raoul  and  myself  "Alas!"    replied    Alain,    with    a 

are  no  mean  authorities    in  salons  sigh,  "  I  begin  to  doubt  whether  we 

and  clubs ;  and  a  good  word  from  Legitimists  are  justified  in  maintain- 

us  is  worth  having.  ing  a  useless  loyalty  to  a  sovereign 

"  Resides,  Louvier   himself  in  his  who  renders   us    morally  exiles  in 

youth  set  up  for  a  dandy  ;  and   that  the  land  of  our  birth." 

deposed  ruler  of  dandies,  our  unfor-  "  I  have  no   doubt  on    the   sub- 

tunate  kinsman,  Victor  de  Mauleon,  ject,"   said   Raoul.       "  We  are  not 

shed  some  of  his  own  radiance  on  justified  on  the  score  of  policy,  but 

the  money-lender's  son.     But  when  we  have  no  option  at  present  on  the 

Victor's  star  was  eclipsed,  Louvier  score  of  honour.     We  should  gain 

ceased  to  gleam.     The  dandies  cut  so  much  for  ourselves  if  we  adopted 

him.     In   his  heart   he   exults  that  the  State  livery  and  took  the  State 

the     dandies     now    throng    to    his  wages  that  no  man  would  esteem 

soireea.     Bref,,    the  millwnnaire   is  us  as  patriots ;   we  should  only  be 

especially  civil  to  me — the  more  so  despised  as  apostates.     So  long  as 

as  I  know   intimately  two  or  three  Henry  V.  lives,  and  does  not  resign  his 

eminent  journalists;     and    Louvier  claim,  we  cannot  be  active  citizens ; 

takes   pains   to   plant    garrisons    in  we  must  be  mournful    lookers-on. 

the  press.     I  trust  I  have  explained  But  what  matters  it?    We  nobles 

the  grounds  on  which  I  may  be  a  of  the  old  race  are  becoming  rapidly 

better    diplomatist  to  employ    than  extinct     Under  any  form   of  gov- 

your  avoue ;  and  with  your  leave  I  emment    likely    to    be  established 

will  go  to  Louvier  at  once."  in  France  we  are  equally  doomed. 

"Let     him     go,"      said     Raoul.  The  French    people,  aiming  at   an 

"  Enguerrand    never  fails    in    any-  impossible  equality,  will  never  again 

thing  he  undertakes,  especially,"  he  tolerate    a    race    of  gentilshommes, 

added,  with  a  smile  half  sad,  half  They  cannot  prevent,  without    de- 
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Ktroying     commerce     and      capital  My  father  gives  us  rooms  in  his  hotel ; 

altogether,    a    quick    succession   of  the   use  of   his  tahle,  which   we  do 

men    of    the    day,    who    form    no-  not   much  profit   hy ;  and  an  allow- 

minal     aristocracies      much      more  ance,  on  which  we  could  not  live  as 

opposed      to     equality     than      any  yojmg  men  of  our  class  live  at  Paris, 

hereditary    class    of    nohles.       But  Enguerrand  had  his  means  of  spend- 

they  refuse  these  fleeting  substitutes  ing   pocket-money,  I  mine  ;    but   it 

of    born    patricians    all    permanent  came  to  the  same  thing — the  pockets 

stake  in  the  country,  since  whatever  were  emptied.     AVe  incurred  debts, 

estate  they  buy  must  be  subdivided  Two  years  ago  my  father  straitened 

at    their    death.      My    poor    Alain,  himself  to  pa}'  them,  saying,    *  The 

you  are  making  it  the  one  ambition  next   time    you    come   to   me   with 

of  your   life   to    preserve    to    your  debts,  however  small,  you  must  pay 

posterity   the   home    and    lands    of  them  yourselves,  or  you  must  marry, 

your    forefathers.       How     is     that  and  leave  it  to  me  to  find  you  wives.' 

possible,  even  supposing  you   could  This   threat  appalled   us   both.      A 

redeem  the  mortgages  V     You  marry  month  afterwards,  Enguerrand  made 

some  day — you   have  children,  and  a  lucky  hit  at  the  lioursc,  and  pro- 

Rochebriant  must   then   be  sold   to  posed    to   invest   the   proceeds  in  a 

pay   for     their     separate     portions,  shop.     I  resisted  as  long  as  I  could, 

llow  this  condition  of  things,  while  but  Enguerrand  triumphed  over  me, 

rendering  us   so  ineffective   to    per-  as   he  always   does.     He  found  an 

form    the    normal    functions    of    a  excellent  deputy  in  a  honne  who  had 

noblesse  in   public  life,  affects  us  in  nursed  us  in  childhood,  and  married 

private   life,    may    be     easily    con-  a  journeyman  perfumer  who  under- 

ceived.        •  stands    the    business.     It    answers 

"  Condemned  to  a  career  of  pleasure  well;   we  are  not   in   debt,  and  we 

and   frivolity,  we  can  scarcely  escape  liave  preserved  our  freedom." 

from    the   contagion  of   extravagant  After     these     confessions     Raoni 

luxury  which  forms  the  vice  of  the  went  away,    and   Alain   fell   into  a 

time.     With   grand  names    to  keep  mournful  reverie,  from  which  lie  was 

up,  and   small  fortunes  whereon  to  roused   by  a  loud  ring  at   his   belL 

keep   them,  we  readily  incur  embar-  He  opened  the  door,  and  beheld  M. 

rassment  and  debt.     Then  neediness  Louvier.     The   burly   financier   was 

conquers    pride.        We    cannot    be  much  out  of  breath  after  making  so 

great    merchants,    but    we    can  be  steep  an  ascent.      It  was   in   gasps 

small   gamblers   on   the  Bourse,  or,  that  he  muttered,  "yio/iiot^r;  excuse 

thanks  to  the   Cretlit  Mohilier^  imi-  me  if  I  derange  you.'*     Then  enter- 

tate  a  cabinet  minister,   and  keep  a  ing  and   seating  himself  on  a  chair, 

shop    under    another    name.      Per-  he   took   some    minutes   to  recover 

.  haps  you  have  heard  that  Enguer-  speech,    rolling    his   eyes    staringly 

rand  and  I  keep  a  shop.     Pray,  buy  round  the  meagre,  imliixurious  room, 

your  gloves  there.     Strange  fate  for  and  then    concentrating    their   gaze 

men  whose  ancestors  fought  in  the  upon  its  occupier, 

first     Crusade — mais      (pie      touUz  *'*' Peste^   my    dear   Marquis!"    he 

Tousf^  said  at  last,  "I  hope  the  next  time 

**  I  was   told   of  the   shop,"    said  I  visit  you  the  ascent  may  be  less 

Alain,   "  but   the   moment   I   knew  arduous.    One  would  think  you  were 

you  I  disbelieved  the  story."  in  training  to  ascend  the  Himalaya." 

*^  Quite   true.     Shall  I  confide   to  The  haughty  noble  writhed  under 

you  why  we  resorted  to  that  means  this  jest,  and   the   spirit  inborn  in 

of  finding  ourselves  in  pocket-money?  his  order  spoke  in  his  answer. 
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I  am  accustpmcd   to  dwell  on        "Well,   Marquis,"    said  Louvier, 

heights,   M.  Louvier;  the  castle  of  **what  does  the  castle  say  to  the 

Rochebriant  is  not  on  a  level  with  town?" 
the  town/'  "  M.   Louvier,''    answered  Alain, 

An  angry  gleam   shot  from   the  extending    his    hand    with     cordial 

eyes  of  the  milUotuiaire^  but  there  eagerness,  "  accept  my  sincere  apolo- 

wiis  no  other  sign  of  displeasure  in  gies  for  the  indiscretion  of  my  meta- 

his  answer,  phor.     Poverty  is  proverbially  sen- 

"  Bleu  dit^  mon  clur :  how  you  sitive  to  jests  on  it  I  owe  it  to  you 
remind  mc  of  your  father  I  Now,  if  I  cannot  hereafter  make  that  ex- 
give  me  leave  to  speak  on  affairs.  I  cuse  for  any  words  of  mine  that  may 
have  seen  3^our  cousin  Enguerrand  displease  you.  The  terms  you  pro- 
de  Vandemar.  Homme  de  moyens  pose  are  most  liberal,  and  I  close 
though  joli  (jar^'on.  He  proposed  with  them  at  once." 
that  you  should  call  on  me.  I  said  '*  2?<?«,"  said  Louvier,  shaking 
*  no '  to  the  clur  petit  Enguerrand — a  vehemently  the  hand  offered  to  him  ; 
visit  from  me  was  due  to  you.  To  **  I  will  take  the  paper  to  Gandrin, 
cut  matters  short,  M.  Gandrin  has  and  instruct  him  accordingly.  And 
allowed  me  to  look  into  your  papers,  now,  may  I  attach  a  condition  to  the 
I  was  disposed  to  serve  you  from  the  agreement  which  is  not  put  down  on 
lirst— I  am  still  more  disposed  to  paper  ?  It  may  have  surprised  you 
serve  you  now.  I  undertake  to  pay  perhaps  that  I  should  propose  a 
off  all  your  other  mortgages,  and  be-  gratuity  of  25,000 .  francs  on  com- 
come  sole  mortgagee,  and  on  terms  pletion  of  the  contract  It  is  a  droll 
that  T  have  jotted  down  on  this  thing  to  do,  and  not  in  the  ordinary 
paper,  and  which  I  hope  will  content  way  of  business,  therefore  I  must 
you.'*  explain.    Marquis,  pardon  the  liberty 

He  placed  a  paper  in  Alain\s  hand,  I  take,   but  you  have  inspired   mc 

and  took  out  a  box,  from  which  he  with   an    interest    in    your    future, 

extracted  a  jujube,  placed  it  in  his  With  your  birth,   connections,    and 

mouth,   folded   his   hands,   and    re-  figure,  you  should  push  your  way 

clincd   back   in   his   chair,    with  his  in  the  world  far  and  fast.     But  you 

eyes   half   closed,    as   if    exhausted  canH  do  so  in  a  province.    You  must 

alike  by  his  ascent  and  his  gencr-  find  your  opening  at  Paris.     T  wish 

osity.  you  to  spend  a  year  in  the  capital, 

In   effect,    the    terms  were  unex-  and  live,   not  extravagantly,  like   a 

pectedly   liberal.      The  reduced  in-  nouceau  riche,  but  in  a  way  not  un- 

tcrcst  on  the  mortgages  would  leave  suited  to  your  rank, 'and  permitting 

the  Marquis  an  income  of  £1000  a-  you  all  the  social    advantages  that 

year  instead  of  i!400.     Louvier  pro-  belong  to  it     These  25,000  francs, 

posed  to  take  on  himself  the  legal  in  addition  to  your  improved  income, 

cost    of    transfer,    and    to    pay    to  will  enable  you  to  gratify  my  wish 

the     Marquis     25,000     francs     on  in  this  respect     Spend  the  money 

the   completion   of   the    deed    as    a  in  Paris  :  you  will  want  every  sou  of 

bonus.      The    mortgage     did      not  it  in  the  course  of  the  year.      It 

exempt  the  building-land,  as  Hebert  will   be   money   well   spent.      Take 

desired.     In   all   else   it  was   singu-  my     advice,     chcr     Marquis.      Au 

larly  advantageous,  and  Alain  could  pUiisiry 

but  feel  a  thrill  of  grateful  delight        The  financier  bowed  himself  out 

at   an   offer   by   which   his    stinted  The  young  Marquis  forgot  all    tho 

income    was   raised   to   comparative  mournful    reflections     with    which 

ailluence.  Raoul's  conversation    had    inspired 
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hiin.  Ho  gave  a  new  touch  to  his  life  a  sun  heretofore  clouded  has 
toilet,  and  sallied  forth  with  the  burst  forth  and  transformed  the  face 
air  of  a  man  on  whose  morning  of    of  the  landscape. 


CHAPTER   VIII. 

Since  the   evening   spent  at    the  comprehended,  to  the  one  beloved? 

Savarins'  Graham  had  seen  no  more  Still,  while  thus  softened  in  his  feel- 

of     Isaura.      lie    had    avoided    all  ings   towards     Isaura,    ho    became, 

chance   of  seeing  her — in   fact,  the  perhaps  in  consequence  of  such  soft- 

lealousy  with  which  he  had  viewed  ening,  more  and  more  restlessly  im- 

her  manner   towards   Ramcau,    and  patient  to  fulfil  the  object  for  which 

the  angry  amaze  with  which  he  had  he  had  come  to  Paris,  the  great  step 

heard  her   proclaim   her  friendship  towards  which  was  the  discovery  of 

for  Madame  de  Grantmesnil,  served  the  undiscoverable  Louise  Duval, 

to  strengthen  the   grave  and  secret  He  had  written  more  tlian  once  to 

reasons  which  made  him  desire   to  M.  Renard  since  the  interview  with 

keep  his  heart  j'et  free  and  his  hand  that  functionary   already   recorded, 

yet     unpledged.      But,     alas !     the  demanding  whether  Renard  had  not 

heart  was  enslaved  already.     It  was  made  some  progress  in  the  research 

under  the  most  fatal  of  all  spells —  on  which  he  was  employed,  and  had 

first   love    conceived  at   first   sight,  received  short  unsatisfactory  replies 

He    was     wretched  ;     and    in     his  preaching    patience    and     implying 

wretchedness   his    resolves    became  hope. 

involuntarily  weakened.     He  found  The   plain    truth,    however,    was, 

himself  making  excuses  for  the  be-  that  M.  Renard  had  taken  no  further 

loved.     What   cause   had   ho,    after  pains  in  the  matter.     He  considered 

all,  for  that  jealousy  of  the  young  it  utter  waste  of  time  and  thought  to 

poet   which   had   so   offended  him  ?  attempt  a   discovery   to   which   the 

and  if,   in  her  youth  and  inexperi-  traces  were  so  faint  and  so  obsolete, 

ence,   Isaura  had  made  her  dearest  If   the   discovery   were   effected,    it 

friend  of  a  great   writer   by  whose  must  be  by   one   of   those  chances 

genius  she  might  bo  dazzled,  and  of  which  occur  without  labour  or  fore- 

whoso  opinions  she  might  scarcely  thought  of  our    own.      He  trusted 

be    aware,    was    it    a     crime     that  only  to  such  a  chance  in  continuing 

necessitated  her  eternal  banishment  the  charge  he  had  undertaken.     But 

from   the  reverence   which   belongs  during  the  last  day  or  two  Graham 

to    all   manly   love  ?     Certainly    he  had  become  yet  more  impatient  than 

found   no    satisfactory    answers    to  before,  and    peremptorily  requested 

guch   self-questionings.      And  then  another  visit  from  this  dilatoiy  con- 

those  grave  reasonings  known  only  to  fidant 

himself,  and  never  to  be  confided  to  In    that    visit,     finding     himself 

another — why  he  should  yd  reserve  pressed  hard,  and  though  naturally 

his   hand   unpledged — were   not    so  willing,  if  possible,  to  retain  a  client 

imperative  as   to  admit  of  no  com-  unusually  generous,    yet  being,   on 

promise.     They  might  entail  a  sacri-  the   whole,    an   honest    member  of 

nee,  and  not  a  small  one  to  a  man  his  profession,  and  feeling  it  to  bo 

of  (irahara's   views    and    ambition,  somewhat  unfair  to  accept  large  ro- 

But  what  is  love  if  it  can  think  any  muneration   for   doing  nothing,    M. 

sacrifice,  short  of  duty  and  honour,  Renard    said    frankly,    **  Monsieur, 

too  great  to  offer  up  unknown,  un-  this  affair  is  beyond  ine ;  the  keen- 
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est  agent  of  our  police  could  make  had  reasons  for  declining  recourse  to 
nothing  of  it.  Unless  you  can  tell  public  advertisements.  In  the  course 
me  more  than  you  have  done,  I  am  of  inquiry  so  instituted,  the  pro- 
utterly  without  a  clue.  I  resign,  bability  would  be  that  you  might 
therefore,  the  task  with  which  you  hear  of  a  great  many  Mary  Smiths, 
honoured  me,  willing  to  resume  it  in  the  pursuit  of  whom  your  employe, 
again  if  you  can  give  me  information  would  lose  all  sight  and  scent  of  the 
that  could  render  me  of  use."  one  Mary  Smith  for  whom  the  chase 

*'  What  sort  of  information  ?"  was  instituted. 

"  At  least  the  names  of  some  of  In  the  midst  of  Graham's  despair- 
the  lady's  relations  who  may  yet  be  ing  reflections  his  laquais  announced 
living."  M.  Frederic  Lemercier. 

*'  But  it  strikes  mo  that,  if  1  could  "  Cher  Grarm-Varn.  A  thousand 
get  at  that  piece  of  knowledge,  I  pardons  if  I  disturb  you  at  this  late 
should  not  require  the  services  of  the  hour  of  the  evening  ;  but  you  re- 
police.  The  relations  would  tell  me  member  the  request  you  made  me 
what  had  become  of  Louise  Duval  when  you  first  arrived  in  Paris  this 
quite  as  readily  as  they  would  tell  a  season  ?" 
police  agent."  **  Of   course   I   do — in    case    you 

"  Quito  true,  Monsieur.  It  would  should  ever  chance  in  your  wide 
really  be  picking  your  pockets  if  I  round  of  acquaintances  to  fall  in  with 
did  not  at  once  retire  from  your  ser-  a  Madame  or  Mademoiselle  Duval  of 
vice.  Nay,  Monsieur,  pardon  me,  about  the  age  of  forty,  or  a  year  or  so 
no  further  payments  ;  I  have  already  less,  to  let  me  know:  and  you  did 
accepted  too  much.  Your  most  fall  in  with  two  ladies  of  that  name, 
obedient  servant."  but  they  were  not  the  right  one — not 

Graham,  left  alone,  fell  into  a  the  person  whom  my  friend  begged 
very  gloom}'  reverie.  lie  could  not  me  to  discover  —  both  much  too 
but  be  sensible  of  the  difficulties  in    young." 

the  way  of  the  object  which  had  "  Eh  hien,  mon  cher.  If  you  will 
brought  him  to  Paris,  with  some-  come  with  me  to  le  lal  champetre 
what  sanguine  expectations  of  sue-  in  the  Champs  Elysees  to-night,  I 
cess  founded  on  a  belief  in  the  can  show  you  a  third  Madame  Du- 
omniscience  of  the  Parisian  police,  val ;  her  Christian  name  is  Louise, 
which  is  only  to  be  justified  when  too,  of  the  age  you  mention — though 
they  have  to  deal  with  a  murderess  or  she  does  her  best  to  look  younger, 
a  political  incendiary.  But  the  name  and  is  still  very  handsome.  You 
of  Louise  Duval  is  about  as  common  said  your  Duval  was  handsome, 
in  France  as  that  of  Mary  Smith  It  was  only  last  evening  that  I 
in  England  ;  and  the  English  reader  met  this  lady  at  a  soiree  given  by 
may  judge  what  would  be  the  likely  Mademoiselle  Julie  Caumartin,  cort/- 
result  of  inquiring  through  the  ablest  phee  distiriguee,  in  love  with  young 
of  our  detectives  after    some   Mary    Rameau." 

Smith  of  whom  you  could  give  little  "  In  love  with  young  Rameau  ?  I 
more  information  than  that  she  was  am  very  glad  to  hear  it.  He  returns 
the  daughter    of    a   drawing-master    the  love  ?" 

who  had  died  twenty  years  ago,  that  "  I  suppose  so.  He  seems  very 
it  was  about  fifteen  years  since  any-  proud  of  it.  But  d  propos  of 
tiling  had  been  heard  of  her,  and  that  Madame  Duval,  she  has  been  long 
you  could  not  say  if,  through  mar-  absent  from  Paris — just  returned — 
riage  or  for  other  reasons,  she  had  and  looking  out  for  conquests.  She 
changed   her  name  or  not,  and  you     says  she  has  a  great  j[>f;icAa;i^  for  the 
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English ;  promises  mc  to  be  at  this        "  Hearty    thanks,    my    dear    Lc- 
ball — come."  mercier.     I  am  at  your  service." 


CHAPTER   IX. 

The  hal  chawpetre  was   gay  and  "  Who  ?     Don*t  you  know  ?    That 

brilh'ant,  as  such  festal  scenes  are  at  is  Julie  Caumartin.     A  little   while 

Paris.     A  lovely  night  in  the  midst  ago  her  equipage   was  the  most  ad- 

of    May  —  lamps   below    and    stars  mired  in  the  liois,  and  great  ladies 

above :  the  society  mixed,  of  course,  condescended  to   copy  her  dress  or 

Evidentl}^,  when  Graham  had  singled  her  coiffure.     But   she  has  lost  her 

out  Frederic  Lemercier  from  all  his  splendour,   and    dismissed   the   rich 

acquaintances   at   Paris,    to  conjoin  admirer  who   supplied   the   fuel    for 

with  the  official  aid  of  M.  Renard  in  its  blaze,  since  she  fell  in  love  with 

search  of  the  mysterious   lady,    he  Gustavo    Rameau.      Doubtless     she 

had  conjectured  the  probability  that  is    expecting    him    to  -  night      You 

she  might  be   found   in  the    Bohe-  ought  to  know  her ;  shall  I  present 

mian  world  so  familiar  to  Frederic  ;  you  ?" 

if  not  as  an  inhabitant,  at   least  as  "No,"  answered  Gnaham,    with  a 

an   explorer.     Bohemia   was   largely  compassionate  expression  in  his  man- 

represented   at    the    hal    champetre^  ly  face.     "  So  young ;  seemingly  so 

but   not   without   a  fair    sprinkling  gay.     How  T  pity  her  !" 

of   what   we  call    the    **  respectable  *'  What !  for  throwing  herself  away 

classes,"      especially     English      and  on  Rameau  V    True.    There  is  a  great 

Americans,  who  brought  their  wives  deal  of  good  in  her  gVPs  nature,  if 

there  to  take  care  of  them.     Frencji-  she  had  been  properly  trained.     Ka- 

men,  not  needing  such  care,  prudent-  meau  wrote  a  pretty   poem  on  hor 

ly  left  their  wives  at  home.     Among  which  turned  her  head  and  won  her 

the  Frenchmen    of  station  were  the  heart,    \\\   which    rlic  is   styled    the 

Comte  de  Passy  and  the  Vicomte  do  *  Ondine   of  Paris,'  —  a   nymph-like 

Br6ze.  type  of  Paris  itself." 

On  first  entering  the  gardens,  **  Vanishing  type,  like  her  name- 
Graham's  eye  was  attracted  and  sake  ;  born  of  the  spray,  and  vanish- 
dazzled  by  a  brilliant  form.  It  was  ing  soon  into  the  deep,"  said  Gra- 
standing  under  a  festoon  of  flowers  ham.  "Pray  go  and  look  for  the 
extended  from  tree  to  tree,  and  a  Duval  ;  you  will  find  me  seated 
gas  jet  opposite  shone  full  upon  the  yonder." 

ifacc  —  the  face  of  a  girl  in  all  the  Graham  passed  into  a  retired  alley, 

freshness  of  youth.    If  the  freshness  and   threw  himself    on     a    solitary 

owed  anything  to  art,  the  art  was  so  bench,    while    Lemercier     went    in 

well  disguised  that  it  seemed  nature,  search  of  Madame  Duval.     In  a  few 

The  beauty  of  the  countenance  was  minutes  the  Frenchman  reappeared. 

Hebe-like,   joyous,  and  radiant,  and  By  his  side  was  a  lady  well  dressed, 

yet  one  could  not   look  at   the  girl  and  as  she  passed  under  the  lamps 

without  a  sentiment  of  deep  mourn-  Graham  perceived  that,  though  of  a 

fulness.     She  was  surrounded  by  a  certain    ago,     she    was    undeniably 

group  of  young  men,  and  the  ring  of  handsome.      His   heart    beat    more 

her  laugh  jarred  upon  Graham's  ear.  quickly.    Surely  this  was  the  Louise 

He  pressed  Frederic's  arm,  and  direct-  Duval  he  sought, 

ing   his   attention  to  the  girl,  asked  He   rose  from  his   seat,    and  was 

who  she  was.  presented  in  due  form  to  the  lady, 
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with  whom  Frederic  then  discreetly 
left  him. 

*'  Monsieur  Lemercier  tells  me 
that  you  think  that  we  were  once 
acquainted  with  each  other." 

"  Nay,  Madame  ;  I  should  not  fail 
to  recognise  you  were  that  the  case. 
A  friend  of  mine  had  the  honour  of 
knowing  a  lady  of  your  name  ;  and 
should  I  be  fortunate  enough  to 
meet  that  lady,  I  am  charged  with 
a  commission  that  may  not  be  un- 
welcome to  her.  M.  Lemercier 
tells  me  your  nom  de  ha pt erne  is 
Louise." 

*' Louise  Corinne,  Monsieur." 

"And  1  presume  that  Duval  is  the 
name  you  t:ike  from  your  parents." 

**  No ;  my  father's  name  was 
Bernard.  1  married,  when  1  was 
a  mere  cliihl,  M.  Duval,  in  the 
wine  trade  at  Bordeaux." 

''All,  indeed!"  said  Graham, 
much  disappointed,  but  looking  at 
her  with  a  keen,  searching  eye, 
which  she  met  with  a  decided 
frankness.  Evidently,  in  his  judg- 
ment she  was  speaking  the  truth. 

*'  You  know  English,  I  think, 
Madame,"  he  resumed,  addressing 
her  in  that  language. 

"  A  loetlc — speak  uii  'pcur 

"Only  a  little?" 

Mad'ime  Duval  looked  puzzled, 
and  replied  in  French,  with  a  laugh, 
"  Ls  it  that  you  were  told  that  I 
spoke  English  by  your  countr}'- 
man.  Milord  Sare  Boulby  ?  Fcilt 
meUrat^  1  hope  he  is  well.  lie 
sends  3'ou  a  conmiission  for  me — so 
he  ought :  he  behaved  to  me  like  a 
monster." 

"  Alas !  I  know  nothing  of  my 
lord  Sir  Boulbv.  Were  you  never 
in  England  y^  ••     V  V 

"Never" — \.  iLi  a  coquettish  side 
glance — "T  should  like  so  much  to 
go.  I  have  a  foible  for  the  English 
in  spite  of  that  Tilatn  petit  Boulby. 
Who  is  it  gave  you  the  commission 
for  me  ?  Ila  !  I  guess — le  Capitaino 
Nelton." 


"No.  What  year,  Madame,  if 
not  impertinent,  were  you  at  Aix- 
laChapelle?" 

"  You  mean  Baden  ?  I  was  there 
seven  years  ago,  when  I  met  le 
Capitaine  Nelton — bel  Jiomme  aux 
clterenx  rouges.^'* 

"  But  you  have  been  at  Aix  ?" 

"  Never." 

"  I  have,  then,  been  mistaken, 
^fa^ame,  and  have  only  to  offer  my 
most  humble  apologies." 

"But  perhaps  you  will  favour 
me  with  a  visit,  and  we  may  on 
further  conversation  find  that  you 
are  not  mistaken.  I  can't  stay  now, 
for  I  am  engaged  to  dance  with  the 
Belgian  of  whom,  no  doubt,  M. 
Lemercier  has  told  you." 

"  No,  Madame,  he  has  not." 

"Well,  then,  he  will  tell  you. 
The  Belgian  is  very  jealous.  But  I 
am  always  at  home  between  three 
and  four.     This  is  my  card." 

Ch-aham  eagerly  took  the  card, 
and  exclaimed,  "Is  this  your  own 
handwi'iting,  Madame  ?" 

"  Yes,  indeed." 

"  Trra  belle  erritiire^^^  said  Graham, 
and  receded  with  a  ceremonious 
bow.  "Anything  so  unlike  her 
handwriting.  Another  disappoint- 
ment," muttered  the  Englishman,  as 
the  lady  went  back  to  the  ball. 

A  few  minutes  later  Graham 
joined  Lemercier,  who  was  talking 
with  De  Passy  and  De  Breze. 

"  Well,"  said  Lemercier,  when 
his  eye  rested  on  Graham,  "  I  hit 
the  right  nail  on  the  head  this  time, 
eh  ?" 

(Jraham  shook  his  head. 

"  What  !  Ls  she  not  the  right 
Louise  Duval  ?" 

"  Certainly  not" 

The  Count  de  Passy  overheard 
the  name,  and  turned.  "  Louise 
Duval,"  he  said  ;  "  does  Mons.  Vane 
know  a  Louise  Duval  ?" 

"  No ;  but  a  friend  asked  me 
to  inquire  after  a  lady  of  that  name 
whom    he     had   met  many    years 
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fifro  at  Paris."     The  Count  mused  a  father  and  the  family  did  all  they 

nioTiicnt,   and   said,    "Is  it  possilile  could   to   prevent  it ;   but  in    these 

that  your  friend  knew  the    family  democratic   days  a  woman  who   has 

l)e  Mauleon  T  attained  her  majorit}'  can,  if  she  per- 

''  1  really  can't  say  ;  what  then  ?"  sist  in  her   determination,  marry  to 

*'  The    old  Vicomte  de    Mauleon  please  herself  and  disgi'acc  her  an- 

was  one  of  my  most  intimate  associ-  cestors.      After  that  m  hail  if  t  nee  her 

atcs.     In  fact,  our  houses    are  con-  father  never  would  see  her  again.     I 

nectf'd.      And    he    was     extremelv  tried  in  vain  to  soften  him.      All  his 

ji;rievod,  poor  man,  when  his  dauji;h-  parental   affections    settled    on     his 

ter  liOuise    married     her     drawing-  handsome   Victor.      All  !     you    arc 

master,  Aujjuste  Duval."  too  young  to   have  known  Victor  do 

*'  Her     di-awing-master,     Auguste  Mauleon   during  his   short  reign  at 

Duval  ?       Pray  say  ox\.     I  think  the  Paris — as  7'oi  den  vinrfD'x,^* 

lionise  Duval  my  friend  knew  nuist  **  Ves,    he  was  before    my  time  ; 

have   been    her  daughter.     She  was  but  I  have  heard  of  him  as  a   young 

the  only  child  of  a  drawing-master  man  of    great  fashion — said     to  he 

or  artist  named  Auguste  Duval,   and  very  clever,  a  duellist,  and  a  sort  of 

])ro])ably  enough  her  Christian  name  Don  Juan." 

would  have  been   derived  from  her  **  Kxactly." 

mother.     A   ^lademoiselle  de    Man-  "  And   tlien   I   remember  vaguely 

leoii,    then,     married     M.     Auguste  to  have  heard  that  he  committed,  or 

Duval  V  was  said   to   have  committed,  some 

*'  Vi'S ;   the   old   Vicomte  had  es-  villanous   action    connected   with  n 

poMsed  rn   prnnurcK  norrs  iMademoi-  great  lady^s  jewels,  and  to  have  b.'ft 

sello   ('amille   de   Chavigny,  a   lady  Paris  in  consecpience." 

of  birth  equal   to  his  own — had  by  *'  Ah,  yes — a  sjid  scrape.     At  that 

her  «)nc  daugliter,    Louise.     T   rocol-  time  there  was  a  political  crisis  ;    we 

lect  her  well, — a   plain   girl,  with   a  were   under  a  Republic  ;    anything 

higli   nose   and    a   sour  expression,  against  a   noble  wjis  l)elicvcd.     But 

She  was  just  of  age  when  the  lirst  T    am    sure  Victor  de  Mauleon    was 

Vicomtesse   died,   and   by  the  mar-  not   the  man   to   commit  a   larceny. 

ri 'ge  settlement    she    succeeded   at  However,   it   is   <[uite    true   that  ho 

o  M*e  to  her  mother's  f«)rtune,  which  h-fl    Paris  and   I  don't  know    what 

was    not   large.      The  Vicomte  was,  has  become  of  him  since."      Here  he 

however,    so   poor   that  the   loss  of  touched    De     I>reze,     who,     though 

that   ini!ome  was   no   trifle   to  him.  still   near,    had  not    been    listening 

Tiu)ugh    i)ast  tifty,  he  was  still  very  to      this    conversation,     but    intcr- 

handM)iiie.       .Men    of    that    genera-  changing    jest     an<l    laughter    with 

tion    did  not   age   soon.    Monsieur,''  Jicmercier   on   the  motley    scene  of 

said   the  Count,    expanding   his  line  the  dance. 

clu!st  and  laughing  exultingl}-.  *'  I)e  Breze,  have  you   ever  heard 

**  H«*  married,   tu  xmnuitH  mnuH^  a  what  became  of  poor  dear  Victor  de 

ladv  <»f  still   higher   birth   than  the  MauU'^on  V — you  knew  him.'* 

lirst,  ami  with  a  much   better   tint.  *'  Knew  him  ?     1  should  think  sa 

Louise  was  indignant  at  this,    hated  Who  could  be  in  the  great  world  and 

her  stepmother  ;    and   when   a    son  not    know    //;    htin    Victor  ?       No: 

was   born    by   the  second   marriage  after   he   vanished    I    never    hcara 

slie  left  the  paternal    roof,  went  to  more  of   him,  -  doubtless,  Inn^  since 

reside    with   an   old   female   relative  dead.       A   g(K)d  -  hearted    fellow    in 

near   the     Luxembourg,     and   there  spite  of  all  his  sins." 

married   tliis    drawing-master.     Her  '*  My  deur  M.    de  IJreze,  did   you 
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know  his  half-sister  ?'*  asked  Graham  twenty-one  years    ago.     II ow    time 

—" a  Madame  Duval ?"  flies!" 

"  No ;    1   never   heard  he    had    a  Graham  still    continued  to   ques- 

half-sister.     Halt   there  :   I  recollect  tion,  but  could  learn  no  further  par- 

that  T  met  Victor  once  in  the  gar-  ticulars.      He    turned   to    quit   the 

den   at   Versailles,  walking   arm-in-  gardens  just  as  the  band  was  strik- 

arm  with  the    most  beautiful   girl  I  ing  up    for   a    fresh    dance,  a   wild 

ever  saw ;  and  when  I  complimented  German  waltz  air,  and  mingled  with 

him  afterwards  at  the  Jockey  Club  that  Genuan   music   his  ear   caught 

on  his  new  conquest,  he  replied  very  the   sprightly  sounds  of  the  French 

gravely    that    the   young   lady   was  laugh,  one  laugh  distinguished  from 

his   niece.     *  Niece ! '   said  I ;  *  why,  the  rest  by  a  more  genuine  ring  of 

there  can't  be  more  than  five  or  six*  light-hearted  joy — the  laugh  that  ho 

years   between   you.'     *  About   that,  had  heard  on    entering  the  gardens, 

I  suppose,'  said  he  ;  ^m}'  half-sister,  and  the  sound  of  which  had  then  sjid 

her  mother,  was  more   than  twenty  dcned    him.      Looking    toward    the 

years  older  than  I  at  the  time  of  my  quarter  from  which  it  came,  he  again 

birth.'     I   doubted  the    truth  of  his  saw  the  *  Ondine  of  Paris.'     She  was 

story    at   the   time ;  but    since   3^ou  not  now  the  centre  of  a  group.     She 

say  he  really  had  a  sister,  my  doubt  had   just   found    Gustave   Kameau ; 

wronp;ed  him."  and  was  clinging  to  his  arm  with  a 

"  Have   you  never  seen  this  same  look  of  happiness  in  her  face,  frank 

young  lady  since  ?"  and  innocent  as  a  child's.     And  so 

"  Never."  they  passed  amid  the  dancers  down 

**  How  many  years  ago  was  this?"  a  solitary  lamp-lit  alley,  till  lost  to 

**  Let  me    see — about  twenty   or  the  Englishman's  lingering  gaze. 


CHAPTER   X. 

The  next    morning    Graham    sent  "  Very  probably  ;  and  chance  may 

again   for  M.  Kenard.  befriend  us  yet  in  the   discovery  of 

*"'  Well,"  he  cried,  when  that   dig-  Victor  de  Mauleon.     You  seem   not 

nitary  appeared  and  took  a  seat  beside  to  know  the  particulars  of  that  story 

him  ;  "chance  has  favoured  me."  about  the  jewels  which  brought  him 

*'  I    always    counted    on    chance,  into  some  connection  with  the  police 

Monsieur.     Chance  has  more  wit  in  and    resulted    in    his    disappearance 

its  little  finger  than  the  Paris  police  from  Paris." 

in  its  whole  body."  **  No  ;  tell  me  the  particulars." 

'^  I  have  ascertained  the  relations,  *'  Victor  de   Mauleon   was  heir  to 

on    the    mother's    side,    of    Louise  some  00,000  or  70,000  francs  a-year, 

Duval,  and  the  only  question  Is  how  chiefly  on  the  mother's  side ;  for  his 

to  get  at  them."  father,  though  the  representative  of 

Here  Graham  related  what  he  had  one  of    the  most   ancient   houses  in 

heard,  and  ended  by  saying,   '^  This  France,  was  very  poor,  having  little 

Victor   de  Mauleon  is  therefore   my  of  his  own  except    the    emoluments 

Louise  Duval's  uncle.      He  was,  no  of  an    appointment  in    the    court  of 

doubt,  taking   charge  of   her  in  the  Louis  Philippe. 

year  that  the    persons  interested  in  '*  But  before,  by  the  death  of  his 

her   discovery  lost   sight  of    her    in  parents,  Victor  came  into  that  inheri- 

Paris ;  and    surely   he    must    know  tance,  he  very  largely  forestalled  it 

what  became  of  her  afterwards."  His    tastes    were    magnificent      He 
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took    <o    *  sport '-kept    a    famous  Icon    accepted    the    challenge,   dis- 

stud,  was  a  great  favourite  with  the  charged  his   pistol,  not  in  the  air — 

English,    and    spoke   their   language  that  might  have  been  an  afllront — but 

fluently.     Indeed  he  was  considered  so  as  to  be  wide  of  the  mark,  walked 

very  accomplished,  and  of  consider-  up  to  the  lines  to  be  shot  a'^    and 

able    intellectual     powers.      It   was  when  missed,  said,  *  Excuse  the  sus- 

gencrally  said  that  home  d.iy  or  other,  ceptibility  of  a  Frenchman — loath  to 

when  he  had  sown  his  wild  oats,  he  believe  that  his  countrymen  can  bo 

would,  if  he  took  to  politics,  be  an  beaten  save  by  accident,  and  accept 

eminent   man.      Altogether   he   w^as  every    apology    one    gentleman   can 

a  very  strong  creature.     That  was  a  make  to  another  for  having  forgot- 

very  strong  age  under  Louis  Philippe,  ten   the   respect  due   to  one  of    the 

The  Tivtutrs  of  Paris  were  fine  tj'pes  most    renowned    of     your    national 

for  the  heroes  of  Dumas  and  Sue —  heroes.'      The    Englishman's    name 

full  of  animal  life  and  spirits.     Vic-  was    Vane.     Could     it     have    been 

tor  de   Maulcon    was  a  romance   of  your  father?" 

Dumas — incarnated."  "Very    probably;   just    like    my 

"M.    Renard,   forgive   me   that   I  father  to  call   out  any  man  who  in- 

did  not  before    do  justice    to   your  suited  the  honour  of  his  country,  as 

taste  in  polite  literature."  represented  by  its  men.     I  hope  the 

**  Monsieur,    a  man  in  my  profes-  two  combatants  became  friends  V" 

sion   docs    not   attain    even    to    my  '*  That   I   never   heard ;    the   duel 

humble  eminence  if  he  be  not  some-  was  over — there  my  story  ends." 

thing  else  than  a   professional.     He  "  Pray  go  on." 

must  study  mankind  wherever  they  "  One   day — it   was  in  the  midst 

arfe   described — even  in   lea  romans.  of  political  events  which  would  have 

To    return   to   Victor    de    Maulcon.  silenced    most    subjects    of    private 

Though    he    was    a    *  sportman,'    a  gossip — the  hcan  monde  was  startled 

gambler,  a    Don    Juan,    a    duellist,  by   the   news  that   the  Vicomte   (he 

nothing  was  ever    said   against    his  was  then,  by  his  father's  death,  Vi- 

honour.     On   the   contrary,  on  mat-  comte)   de  Mauh'on  had  been  given 

ters  of    honour  he  w^as   a   received  into   the   custody   of   the   police  on 

oracle;     and   even    though    he   had  the  charge  of  stealing  the  jewels  of 

fought  several   duels  (that  was  the    the   Duchesse  de (the  wife  of  a 

age    of    duels),    and   was   reported  distinguished  foreigner).      It    seems 

without  a  superior,   almost  without  that  some  days  before  this  event  the 

an   equal,    in    either    weapon  —  the  Due,  wishing  to   make  Madame   his 

sword  or  the  pistol — he  is  said  never  spouse    an  agreeable    surprise,    had 

to  have   wantonly   provoked  an  en-  resolved  to  have  a  diamond  necklace 

counter,  and  to  have  so  used  his  skill  belonging  to   her,  and  which  was  of 

that  he  contrived  never  to  slay,  nor  setting    so    old-fashioned    that    she 

even  gravely    to   wound,    an  antag-  had  not  lately  worn  it,  reset  for  her 

onist.  birthday.      He     therefore     secretly 

**  I   remember  one  instance  of  his  possessed  himself  of   the  key  to  an 

generosity  in  this  respect,  for  it  was  iron  safe  in  a  cabinet  adjoining  her 

much   talked   of  at   the  time.     One  dressing-room    (in    which   safe   her 

of  3*our  countrymen,  who  had  never  more  valuable  jewels  were  kept),  and 

handled   a  fencing-foil   nor    fired   a  took   from  it  the  necklace.     Imagine 

pistol,  took  offence  at  something  M.  his  dismay  when  the  jeweller  in  the 

de  Maulcon   had  said   in   disparage-  Rue  Vivienne  to  whom  ho  carried  it, 

ment  of    the   Duke  of  "Wellington,  recognised  the  pretended  diamonds 

and  called  him  out.     Victor  d«  Mau-  as  imitation  paste  which  he  himself 
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had  some  days  previously  inserted  nour  at  the  bar,  and  watch  the  ex- 
into  an  empty  settinfj;  brought  to  pression  of  his  face  when  he  was 
him  by  a  Monsieur  with  whose  name  sentenced  to  the  galleys.  But,  Mon- 
he  was  unacquainted.  The  Duchesse  sieur,  this  wretch  completed  the 
was  at  that  time  in  delicate  health  ;  measure  of  his  iniquities.  lie  was 
and  as  the  Due's  suspicions  naturally  not  tried  at  all.  The  Due  and 
fell  on  the  servants,  especially  on  Duchesse  quitted  Paris  for  Spain, 
the  femmc  de  chamhre^  who  was  in  and  the  Due  instructed  his  lawyer 
great  favour  with  his  wife,  he  did  to  withdraw  his  charge,  stating  his 
not  like  to  alarm  Madame,  nor  conviction  of  the  Vicomte's  com- 
through  her  to  put  the  servants  on  plete  innocence  of  any  other  offence 
their  guard.  He  resolved,  therefore,  than  that  which  he  himself  had  con- 
to  place    the    matter   in    the  hands  fessed." 

of  the  famous  *  *  *^  who  was  **  What  did  the  Vicomte  confess  ? 
then  the  pride  and  ornament  of  the  you  omitted  to  state  that" 
Parisian  police.  And  the  very  '*  The  Vicomte,  when  apprehended, 
night  afterwards  the  Vicomte  de  confessed  that,  smitten  by  an  insane 
Mauleon  was  caught  and  apprehend-  passion  for  the  Duchesse,  which  she 
ed  in  the  cabinet  where  the  jewels  had,  on  his  presuming  to  declare  it, 
were  kept,  and  to  which  ho  had  got  met  with  indignant  scorn,  he  had 
access  by  a  false  key,  or  at  least  a  taken  advantage  of  his  lodgment  in 
duplicate  key,  found  in  his  posses-  the  same  house  to  admit  himself 
sion.  I  should  observe  that  M.  de  into  the  cabinet  adjoining  her  dress- 
Mauleon  occupied  the  eutrcwl  in  the  ing-room  by  means  of  a  key  which 
same  hotel  in  which  the  upper  rooms  he  had  procured  made  from  an  im- 
were  devoted  to  the  Due  and  pression  of  the  key-hole  taken  in  wax. 
Duchesse  and  their  suite.  As  soon  ''No  evidence  in  support  of  any 
as  this  charge  against  the  Vicomte  other  charge  against  the  Vicomte  was 
was  made  known  (and  it  was  known  forthcoming — nothing,  in  short,  be- 
the  next  morning),  the  extent  of  yond  the  infraction  da  domicile  caus- 
his  debts  and  the  uttcrness  of  his  ed  by  the  madness  of  youthful  love 
ruin  (before  scarcely  conjectured  or  and  for  which  there  was  no  prosecu- 
wholly  unheeded),  became  public  tion.  The  law,  therefore,  could  have 
through  the  medium  of  the  journals,  little  to  say  against  him.  But 
and  furnished  an  obvious  motive  for  society  was  more  rigid  ;  and,  excccd- 
the  crime  of  which *he  was  accused,  ingly  angry  to  find  that  a  man  who 
We  Parisians,  Monsieur,  are  subject  had  been  so  conspicuous  for  luxury 
to  the  most  startling  reactions  of  should  prove  to  be  a  pauper,  in- 
feeling.  The  men  we  adore  one  day  sisted  on  believing  that  M.  de 
we  execrate  the  next  The  Vicomte  Mauleon  was  guilty  of  the  meaner, 
passed  at  once  from  the  popular  ad-  though  not  perhaps,  in  the  eyes  of 
miration  one  bestows  on  a  hero,  to  husbands  and  fathers,  the  more 
the  popular  contempt  with  which  heinous  of  the  two  oftences.  I  pre- 
one  re«j:ards  a  petty  larcener.  Society  sume  that  the  Vicomte  felt  that  he 
wondered  how  it  had  ever  conde-  had  got  into  a  dilemma  from  which 
scended  to  receive  into  its  bosom  the  no  pistol-shot  or  sword-thrust  could 
gambler,  the  duellist,  the  Don  Juan,  free  him,  for  he  left  Paris  abruptly. 
However,  one  compensation  in  the  and  has  not  since  reap])eared.  The 
way  of  amusement  he  might  still  sale  of  his  stud  and  eSects  sufficed, 
aflbrd  to  society  for  the  grave  inju-  I  believe,  to  pay  his  debts,  for  F 
ries  he  had  done  it.  Society  would  will  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that 
attend   his  trial,  witness  his  demcii-  they  were  paid.*' 
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**Biit    thouph     the    Vicomtc    de  Louise    Duval     seemod      to    bring 

MauleoTi    has  disappeared,  he   must  Tsaura   nearer   to   him,  or   at   least 

have    left    relations   at    Paris,    who  to  excuse  his  yearning  desire  to  see 

would  perhaps  know   what  has    be-  more    of     her — to    understand    her 

come  of  him  and  of  his  niece."  better.     Faded  into  thin  air  .was  the 

"I  doubt  it.  He  had  no  very  vapjue  jealousy  of  Gustave  Rameau 
near  relations.  The  nearest  was  an  which  he  had  so  unreasonably  con- 
old  Ci'lihataire  of  the  same  name,  ceived  ;  he  felt  as  if  it  were  impos- 
from  whom  he  had  some  expecta-  sille  that  the  man  whom  the  *  On- 
tions,  but  who  died  shortly  after  dine  of  Paris*  claimed  as  her  lover 
this  OfcltnHlre^  and  did  not  name  could  dare  to  woo  or  hope  to  win  an 
the  Vicomte  in  his  will.  M.  Victor  Isaura.  He  even  for«^ot  the  friend- 
had  numerous  connections  among  ship  with  the  eloquent  denouncer 
the  highest  families — the  Roche-  of  the  marriage-bond,  which  a  little 
briants,  Chavignys,  Vandemars,  while  ago  had  seemed  to  him  an 
Beauvilliers.  But  they  are  not  unpardonable  offence ;  he  remem- 
likely  to  have  retained  any  connec-  bered  only  the  lovely  face,  so  in- 
tion  with  a  ruined  xaurien^  and  still  noccnt,  yet  so  intelligent ;  only  the 
less  with  a  niece  of  his  who  was  sweet  voice  which  had  for  the  first 
the  child  of  a  drawing-master.  But  time  breathed  music  into  his  own 
now  you  have  given  me  a  clue,  I  soul ;  only  the  gentle  hand  whose 
will  try  to  follow  it  up.  We  must  touch  had  for  the  first  time  sent 
find  the  Vicomte,  and  I  am  not  through  his  veins  the  thrill  which 
without  hops  of  doing  so.  Par-  distinguishes  from  all  her  sex 
don  me  if  I  decline  to  say  more  the  woman  whom  we  love.  He 
at  present.  I  would  not  raise  false  went  forth  elated  and  joyous,  and 
expectations.  But  in  a  week  or  two  took  his  way  to  Isaura^s  villa.  As 
I  will  have  the  honor  to  call  again  he  went,  the  leaves  on  the  trees 
upon  Monsieur."  under    which  ^he     passed     seemed 

"  Wait    one   instant.      You   have  stirred  by   the   soft   May  breeze   in 

really  a  hope    of   discovering  M.  de  sympathy    with     his   own     delight. 

Maulcon  ?"  Perhaps   it   was  rather  the  reverse : 

"Yes.     I  cannot  say  more  at  pre-  his  own  silent   delight  sympathised 

sent.'*  with     all     delight    in      awakening 

M.  Renard  departed.  nature.      The   lover   seeking   recon- 

Still  that    hope,   however  faint   it  ciliation  with    the  loved    one  from 

might    prove,  served    to    reanimate  whom  some  trifle   has  unreasonably 

riraham ;    and    with    that  hope   his  estranged  him,  in  a  cloudless  day  of 

heart,  as  if    a  load  had   been  lifted  May, — if  he   be   not  happy  enough 

from    its    mainspring,  returned    in-  to  feel  a  brotherhood  in  all  things 

Rtinctively  to  the  thought  of  Isaura.  happy — a    leaf  in  bloom,  a  bird  in 

"Whatever    seemed    to    promise     an  song — then  indeed  he  may  call  him- 

carly  discharge   of   the    commission  self  lover,  but  he   does    not    know 

connected    with    the     discovery    of  what  is  love. 
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It  must  always  bo  a  great  deal    greatness  of  the  name,  and  does  a 
more     difficult    to    estimate    justly    sort  of  homage,  mingled  with  rever- 
and  understand  fully  the  power  and    ence  or  with  scorn,  with  love  or  with 
gift  of  a  poet  whose  works  are  in  a    hatred,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  the 
foreign  language   than  to  appreciate    great  poet,  fashioned  so  unlike  most 
the    singers   whose    tongue   is    our    of  our  ideas  of  what  a  poet  should 
own.     A  great  deal  of  the  absolute    be,   yet  shadowing   over   earth  and 
essence  and   soul  of  poetry  evapo-    sea  in  an  abstract  size  and  vastness 
rates  in  t)ie  very  best  translation ;    which  no  one  can  deny.     This  kind 
and  all  its  most  subtle  graces   are    of  shadowy  impression  of  greatness 
apt  to  elude  the  student  who  reads    made   upon  the  mind  of  the  world 
by  the  help  of  dictionaries  and  gram-    in  spite  of  itself,  is  almost  a  more 
mars.     In  this  particular,  above  all    convincing  proof  of  the  rank  of  t)ie 
others,  is  made  visible  the  influence    poet  than  that  more  just  and  clear 
of  that  little  audience  of  cultivated    conviction   of   excellence  which   in- 
readers  who  stand  between  the  poet    timate    knowledge    gives  ;    and    in 
and  the  ordinary  public,  impressing    Goethe's  case  the  unanimous  testi- 
often    by  but    slow    degrees    their    mony  is  all  the  greater   from    the 
judgment    and    opinion    upon     the    fact  that  he  is,  as  a  man,  hateful  to 
less-informed  intelligences  that  take    a  great    proportion   of    the    people 
from  them  their  cue.     There  is  no    who  unwillingly  accord   to   him  so 
poetic    name    within  the    last  hun-    high  a  place  among  his  peers.     His 
dred  years  which  has  won  a  higher    is  one  of  the  figures  about  which 
place    than    that    of    Goethe  —  we    men,    looking    back,     lose    all    the 
might   indeed   say,   and   with    some    calm  of  historical  observation.     The 
truth,  has  won  so  high  a  place ;  and    thought  of  him   still  influences  the 
yet  how  few  is  the  number  of  or-    mind   as  with  a   personal    partisan- 
dinary   English    readers   who   know    ship.     To  the  smaller  number   (and 
Goethe   in   anything   but   the   most    let  us  allow  that  this  smaller  num- 
superficial  and  accidental  way  !     A    ber  includes  those  who  know  Goethe 
translation  of  *  Faust,'  taken  up  im-    best)  he  is  more  than  a  poet — he  is 
partially,   without  scrutiny  into  its    an  idol,  one  of  the  greatest,  wisest, 
rank — the  most  indifferent  being  as    and  best  of  beings.     But  to  a  large 
likely  as   the   best ;   a  remembered    proportion  of  the  world  he  is,  as  a 
glance,  twenty  years  ago,  for  those    man — we  do  not  think  we  use   too 
of  us  who  are  old  enougli,  into  Car-    strong    a    word — hateful.     His    vo- 
lyle's   *  Wilhelra  Meister ; '  a  vague    taries    worship    him   with    a    blind 
traditionary  recollection   of  Werter,    faith  and   superstition  such   as  are 
with  perhaps  the  Erl-king,  as  a  very    commonly  enough  found  in  conjunc- 
grcfit   refinement  of  knowledge,   to    tion   with  the  highest    intelligence, 
crown   the   information  —  about   so    so   long  as  that  faith  is  not  called 
much  of  Goethe,  but  no  more,  may    forth  towards  sacred  things ;  and  a 
be  supposed  to  be  generally  known    great  many  of  the  rest  of  us  detest 
to   the    English    reader.      And   yet    him   with   an  instinctive   and    thor- 
cvcn  the  uninstructed  reader,  thus    ough  repugnance  which  is  indepen- 
meagrely   informed,   recognises    the    dent  of  reason.     But  no  one  denies 
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his  greatness,  his  exalted  place,  his  self-command  ;  not  impulsive  and 
rank  among  the  higlicst.  To  very  wayward,  but  collected  and  f^tead- 
few  men  since  the  world  began  has  fast— full  of  reflection,  resolution — 
such  a  universal  testimony  been  a  man  of  purpose  and  perseverance 
given  ;  and  it  is  not  in  the  nature  and  strenuous  capacity.  At  sight 
of  things  that  such  a  testimony  of  all  these  manifold  endowments 
could  be  other  than  true.  our    inclination   to   patronise    what 

J5ut    hi   face   of    this    great    and    we  admire  is  rendered  impossible; 
perplexing  figure  there  arc  so  many    and    with   something  of    the   same 
questions  to  ask  and  difliiculties  to    feeling  which  steels  a  man's  heart 
settle,  thjit  the  work  of  the  critic  is    against  the  woman,  however  attrac- 
hard    and    doubly   perplexing.       A    tive,  however  fascinating,   who  has 
great  many   minds  of   high  endow-    no  need  of  his  superior  strength,  the 
ment  have  yielded  themselves,  with    heart  of  the  world  is  repelled  by  the 
a  devotion  almost  abject,  to  the  in-    poet  who  stands  in  need  of  no  in- 
fluence  of  Goethe;    while   upon   as    dulgence,   no   tender   patronage,   no 
many  more  he  has  exercised  as  dis-    kind   shutting  of   the    eyes    to    his 
tinct  an  influence  of  repulsion,  driv-    weakness,  in  the  very  midst  of  its 
ing   them  from   him.      The  former    adoration  of  his  powers, 
class    have    expounded    themselves        There     are,      however,      reasons 
and    their    worship    so  fully   as  to    deeper  than  this  superficial  one  for 
'need    no    further    exposition.       To    the  repugnance  which  many  readers, 
the  latter   he  appears  in  his  great-    even    when    unable    to    resist    the 
ncss  like  a  gigantic  <7t'7i/^  of  the  earth    magic   of   his  genius,    feci    towards 
and   air — a   being    possessing  attri-    (loethe.       There    is   something    in- 
butes  so  difl:erent  from  ours  that  it    human   in   his   greatness.      Wc   do 
requires  an  effort  to  recognise  him    not   use  the  word  as  implying  any 
as  actually  of  our  own  species,  bound    want  of  geniality  in  his  diameter,  or 
by  the  same  rules  of  being.     This    of  general  benevolence  and  kindness 
separation    from   human    nature   is    towards  other  men ;  but  rather  to  cx- 
not  of  the  kind  which  in  imagina-    press  the  strange  separation  and  self- 
tion    wo  are    willing    to   assign    to    concentration  of  his  nature.    He  was 
poets.       His    is    not    the    fanciful,    inhuman,  as  Jove  and  Apollo  were 
abstract,    dreamy    being,     helpless    inhuman.     Jt  is  not  as  a  man,  but 
among    the    cares    of    earth,    born    as  a  demi-god  raised  above  man  in 
for   higher   occupations   and  aspira-    a  smooth  and   grand   couijiletencss, 
tions  which  we   are  disposed  to  ac-    that  we  regard  him.     He  is  not,  as 
cef)t  with  a  certain  indulgence — an    other    men,    created    for    common 
indulgence  which  makes  our  rever-    duties    and   common    relationships, 
ence   the   gi'cater.     Instead  of   that    whose  life  is  a  network  of  connec- 
poetical  conception  of  the  poet,  the    tion    with    others,    who    exist    for 
spectator  finds  himself  face  to  face    others,  and  for  the  ordinary  use  and 
with   a   man   perfectly   qualified   to    service   of  the   world.     Goethe,    on 
contend    with    the    world,    and    to    the  contrary,  is   one  of   those  rare 
master  it ;  not  only  not  deficient  in    beings  for  whom  the  world  is  made. 
pra(!tical   force  and   adroitness,   but    To   his   own   consciousness   it  is   a 
singularly    endowed    with    all    the    huge  machine  devised  for  his  educa- 
strongth  and  all  the  weapons  neces-    tion,  for  his  instruction — to  minister 
sary    for    everyday    warfare  ;  •  not    to  him,  to  communicate  experiences, 
shrinking,   timid,  and   impassioned,    informations — to  afford  him,  by  its 
but  brave  and  cool  beyond  the  ordi-    different  arts,  and  by  various  of  its 
nary  range  of  mortal  strength   and    inhabitants,     stcdping  -  stones     by 
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which  to  elevate  himself  to  such  a  marily  belonged,    so    to    speak,    to 

position    that   gods   and   men    may  other  men,  so  that  he  could  not  lay 

look   upon   him  and  wonder.     He  is  the  tirst  and  most  absolute  claim  to 

irresponsible,  un-moral,  a  being  above  them.     But  this    is  the  position   in 

law — nay,  he  makes  the  impression  which  wo  find  him  from  the  earliest 

upon  us  of  a  being  existent  of  his  of  his  days  to  the  last     Even  when 

own   power  and   will,  not  throwing  he  makes   himself  the  exponent  of 

off  the   bonds   of  duty  so   much  as  his  age,  he  is  still  separate  from  that 

born     in     a    sphere   above   them —  age,  taking  advantage  of  it,  raising 

created  for   his   own    purposes,  not  himself  upon  its  shoulders,  indiffer- 

for   God's.      To   some    minds     this  ent  to  it,  thoughtful  only  for  himself, 
very   idea   may   seem   profane,  as  if        This   self -concentration,   however, 

implying   that   such  an  incarnation  can   scarcely  be  called  selfishness ; 

of   semi-duty  was   one  of  the  possi-  neither  is  there  any  lack   in   it  of  a 

bilities   of  life ;    but   it    is   an  idea  certain  careless    generosity,   magna- 

which   we   think   must,  in  one  way  nimity,    even  fellow-feeling  for  the 

or   other,   strike   all   who    seriously  lesser  creatures  who  surround  him. 

contemplate  the  character  of  Goethe.  No  one  more  than  he  feels  the  pathos 

So  far  as  we   can  recall,  he  stands  of  the   situation  in  which  he  leaves 

alone  in  this  superb  but  unswerving  his  Frederikas,  his  Frau  von  Steins, 

isolation.     There  is  no  one  like  him  His   sympathy,    it   is   true,  has  not 

anywhere — so    self  concentrated,    so  the  slightest  influence  upon   his  ac- 

self-conscious,  so  calmly  certain  that  tions,  which  are  moulded  by  a  higher 

for   him   the   universe   is    and   was  rule — viz.,  that  of  the  necessities  of 

created.     Such   an  idea  lightly  and  progress   and  self -culture ;  but   still 

momentarily   held    is    part   of    the  he  has  the  power  of  throwing   him- 

splendid   inheritance   of   faith   with  self  into  their  feelings,  and  of  sorrow- 

which   most   of   us   enter  life;    but  ing  with    them.     In   other  relation- 
in   usual   circumstances  this    confi-  •  ships  less   delicate  he   is   perfectly 

dence  is  torn  from  us  so  soon   that  kind,  liberal,- friendly.     Suffering  is 

the  belief  is  too  airy  and  evanescent  as  disagreeable  to  him  as  ugliness,and 

to   afford    more   than   one   delusive  he  never  hesitates  to   exert  himself 

moment   of    grandeur    and   delight,  to  remove  it     He  is  even  susceptible 

(Goethe   never   allowed    this  faith  to  — most   tremulously  and    delicately 

Vje  taken  from  him.     It  was   no   de-  susceptible — to   all  superficial  infiu- 

lusion   of   his  youth,   but  the  calm  ences.     In  his  youth,  his  biographer 

assurance  of  the  dcmi-god's  nature :  Mr.  Lewes  tells  us,  he  would  take  up 

that   earth  and   Gennany  and  Saxe-  the  occupations  and  accomplishments 

Weimar    were    especially  formed —  of   his  friends    along    with     them, 

not  he  for  them,  as  is  the   generous  studying  art  with   the   painter,  and 

ideal   of   another  kind   of  soul,    but  even   learning   his     trade     with  the 

they   for   him  ;  that   the   men,   and  craftsman,  in  an  exuberance  of  social 

especially  the  women,  who   came  in  sympathy  such  as  few  can  emulate, 

his  way,  were  in  like  manner  created  All  that  the  demi-god  is  capable  of 

for  his  use,  to  afford  him  the  means  was   strong  in    Goethe.     He   could 

of   cultivatinc;   himself  and    all   his  throw   himself  into    the     being    of 

faculties.     We    might     put    Shake-  others,  working  with   them,  feeling 

spearc,  and  Italy,  and  the  Greek  my-  with  them,    finding   the    enjoyment 

thology,   and   even   science,  into  the  of  a  larger  nature  in  their  sorrows  as 

same  category,  were  it  not  that  these  well  as  in  their  joys.  What  he  could 

sources  of   mental   profit  had  to  bo  not  do  was  to  receive  them  into  his 

shared   with     other    men,    and  pri-  being,    as    he    threw    himself    into 
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theirs.    That  was  not  possible  to  him.  against  this  pursuit  with  the  yehe- 
It  is  tlic  limitation   of  greatness,  but  mence   of   instinct,   and  is,  Becretly 
still    it    is    a   limitation.     He  could  or  openly,  revolted  b}""  it.     We   ap- 
communicate   almost  to   any  extent  plaud  the  man  who  pursues  Art  to 
of   liberality,  but   he   could   not  re-  perfection,  who  pursues  Science  even 
ceivc.     All   that  came  to  him  from  in  her  least  attractive  forms,  or  who 
the    outer    world  was    superficial,  devotes    himself     with    enthusiasm 
affected  the  surface  of  him,  and  was  even  to  the  lower  branches  of  human 
consciously  used  by  him  for  his  own  knowledge.     The    spectator    figures 
mental    advantage,    but    never  pos-  to  himself  something  abstract,  some- 
sessed  him,  carried  him  away,  drew  thing  apart  from   and  loftier   than 
him  out  of  himself.     Such   natures  the  student  which  he  follows  through 
are  to  be  met  with  even  on  a  lower  all     difficulties,    and    labours,    and 
intellectual    altitude    than   that    of  struggles,  even  though  at  the  cost  of 
Goethe.     Men     there    are     in     the  his  life.     But  at  the  name  of  self- 
world,  and  even  women,  kind,  gen-  culture  our  enthusiasm    flags.     We 
erous,  and  sympathetic,  who  are  yet  do  not  explain  the  change  of  senti- 
incapable  of  those  impressions  from  ment,  we  merely  state  the  fact     No 
others  which  turn  the  scale  of  for-  doubt,  of  all  the  waste  lands  ihat  are 
tune  and  direct  life  into  new  chan-  given  us  to  cultivate,  this  one  of  the 
nels.      They  may   receive    comfort,  mind    is    the    most    valuable,    and 
pleasure,    instruction  from  without,  probably  the  most  improvable ;  and 
but  never  direction,  or  even  serious  we  are  bound  to  do  our  best  with  it, 
influence.    They  may  be  warm  lovers  to   produce   the   best  that  is  practi- 
and  strenuous  friends,  but  they  are  cable  from  it  and  in  the  best  way. 
incapable  of  being  turned  from  the  Most  true;  yet  our  prejudice  remains 
natural  tenor  of  their  way  or  swept  unaffected.    And  there  is  reason  in 
into  the  fulness  of  another.     Goethe  it,  as    in    all    imiversal    prejudices, 
•was  moved  by  all,  yet  moved    by  There  is  something  in  the  theory  of 
none — tremulous  like    the  compass,  self-culture  which  transgresses  all  the 
yet,  like  it,  fixed,  and  incapable  of  modesties    of     human  nature,   and 
divergence  from  the  grand  centre  of  strikes  that  hidden  consciousness  of 
gravitation.    And  in  his  case  the  cen-  insignificance  which  lies  deep  down 
tre  was  himself.  in  our  hearts,  as  with  a  jar  of  dis- 
We  are  not  so  daring  as  to  say  a  cord  and   ridicule.     What !    use  all 
word   against  that  mystery  of  self-  this  great  universe,  so  majestic,   so 
culture    which    many    philosophers  steadfast,  and  so  sublime,   for  the 
hold   out   to   us   as   the   only  thing  cultivation   of    one   speck   upon  its 
worth  living  for,  and  in  which  many  surface ;    make   vassals   of    all   the 
great  minds   have   spent    all    their  powers  of  earth,  and  all  the  sights 
powers.     It  may  have  a  generous  as  of  nature,  and  all  the  emotions  and 
it  certainly  has  a  noble  side.     The  passions  of  man — not  for  some  big 
idea  of  a  man  who  consecrates  this  purpose,  like  the  glory  of  -God  or  the 
fleeting  human  existance  to  the  im-  advancement    of    the  race,  but   for 
provement  of  the  faculties  God  has  the  polishing    and  improvement   of 
given     him,    scorning     all     meaner  one  intellect,  for  the  sharpening  of 
kinds     of     advantage,     is     without  one   man's  wits,  and  the   enlarging 
doubt  a  fine  one ;  and  it  is  finer  still  of  his  experience  and  the  improve- 
when   his   aim  in  self -improvement  ment  of  his  utterance !     The   intel- 
is    to    servo    and    help  his   fellow-  lectualist  may  say,  How  splendid  the 
men.    Yet    there    is   something    in  organisation  which   can   thus  show 
liuman     nature    which     cries     out  its  supremacy  over  all  things  ere- 
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ated !  but  the  common  man  feels  a  no  doubt  been   equally  inconstant, 

certain  sharp   revulsion,   a  mixture  equally  disrespectful    of    their  fel- 

of   scorn   and   indignation,   humilia-  lows ;    but    somehow   the     coarsest 

tion   and  shame.     There   is   even   a  Lovelace   has   an   excuse  which  the 

bitter  mockery  to  him  in  this  devo-  philosophical  lover  has  not;  and  he 

tion  of  himself  as  well, his  anguish  and  who  sacrifices  old  allies  to  his  mbi- 

his   errors,  to  the  cultivation  of  the  tion  is  less  of  a  criminal  to  nature 

arrogant    intellect,    which     regards  than    he  who,  after   having    expl&Ue 

him  as  a  bundle  of  natural  pheno-  another  human   soul,  puts   it  aside 

mena.     This  gives  the  special  sting  because  he  has  got  all  he  can  out  of 

to  that  repugnance    which  we  feel  it,  and  it  is  useful  to  him  no  more. 

involuntarily    towards     the    human        It  is  thus  that  we  sum  up  the  in- 

creature   whose    life   is    professedly  dictment  of    humanity  against    the 

spent    in    the    culture    of    himself,  great  poet,  whose  greatness  we  throw 

Does    not     something    fail    in   our  no   doubt    upon,   whose    works   we 

reverence    for  Wordsworth,  for  ex-  will  not  attempt  to  depreciate,  and 

ample,    when  we  are   bidden  to  be-  whose    place    among    men    is,   we 

lieve  that  the   poet — instead  of   liv-  admit,  beyond  the  reach  of  assault 

ing,  as  we  are  glad  to  think,  in  an  en-  No  contemporary  nor  any  successor 

thusiasm  of  communion  which  was  has    had   so   much   influence    upon 

almost  worship,  with  his  mountains  literature.     He  has  been  the  origin- 

and  lakes — made  them   instruments  ator  of  schools  of  poetry  with  which 

for  the   cultivation  of   himself,  put-  he   himself  was  scarcely  connected. 

ting  himself  simply  to  school  there.  He  has  given  the  divine  stimulus  of 

and  living  that  life  of  lofty  seclusion  awakening  life    to    more   than   one 

for  him  and   not  for   them  ?     How  mind  almost  as  great  as  his  own,  and 

different  is  the  feeling  with  which  all  this  independent  of  the  mass  of 

W^    contemplate    Bums,    who     was  noble  poetry  which  in  his  own  per- 

never  apart  from  these  influences  of  son    he     has    bestowed   upon     the 

nature,  whose  head  and  heart  were  world.      But    with    all    he     stands 

full  of  them,  who  was  made  a  poet  among  us  in  a  beauty  scarcely  human, 

by  the  grey  hills  and  moorlands,  the  smiling  that  smile  of  the   superior 

homely  beauty  of  the  ploughed  fields,  which   is   alien    to   genius, — a  great 

the  daisy  under  his  plough,  and  the  being    who    watches  us,    pities  us, 

stars  over  his  head,  but  never  once  tolerates  us,  pierces  us  through  and 

thought,  in  his   simplicity,  of    self-  through,  with  half-divine  perception, 

culture     by    their    means.     Goethe  but  is  no  more  one  of   us  than  Jove 

offends  a  thousand  times  more  deep-  is.         His     fulness,      completeness, 

ly  than  Wordsworth   ever  did,  since  good  fortune,    long    life,  exemption 

man,  not  to  say  woman,  is  his  primer  from  all  natural  griefs  and  calami- 

and  spelling-book,  and  the  years  of  ties,  are  scarcely  required  to  heighten 

his   curriculum   are  marked    by  so  the  effects  of  nature ;  but    they   do 

many  sucked  oranges  in  the  shape  nevertheless  raise  the  tone  of  colour 

of  loves  and  friendships  from  which  and  intensif)' the  high  lights  in  this 

he  had  taken  all  the  sweetness  that  wonderful  picture.     Even  his  person - 

was  in  them  ere  he  passed  upon  his  al  beauty  adds  to  the  strength  of  tho 

triumphant   way.      This   is   his   sin  hypothesis.    He  is  no  man  like  us, 

against  humanity — the     sin     which  but  a  veiled  Apollo,  a   visitor  from 

we  cannot  pardon  him ;  which  neither  among  the  gods.     All  sense  of  ordi- 

genius  nor  success,. nor  even  benevo-  nary  human  morality,  responsibility, 

lence,  graciousness,  and  charity,  can  is  to  be  laid  aside  in  our  contompla- 

make    up    for.     Other    men    have  tion  of  him,  and  we  yield  to  admira  • 
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tion,  even  to  enthusiasm,  for  his  calm  and  polished  barbarity — are  to 
genius,  with  a  rehictance  which  con-  the  Teuton  so  natural  and  praise- 
trasts  strongly  with  the  Iiearty  readi-  worthy  as  to  claim  no  special  com- 
ness  of  the  applause  which  wo  be-  ment  Neither  the  poet  nor  the 
stow  on  much  inferior  men.  nation  would  do  this  wantonly — 
We  must  add,  liowever,  that  all  only  when  necessary, — when  the  cul- 
this  is  said  from  an  Enghsh  point  of  ture  of  the  one  or  tlie  progress  of  the 
view,  and  professes  to  represent  no  other  made  it  indispensable.  To  our 
more  than  the  sentiments  of  a  large  minds  such  ways  of  working  one's 
portion  of  foreign  readers.  Goethe  will  are  never  indispensable :  but 
has  been  the  idol  of  his  own  country  feelings  ditTer  even  in  the  heart  of 
since  ever  he  revealed  himself  to  civilisation.  That  Goetlie,  however, 
her,  as  Dante  is  the  idol  of  Italy,  in  his  integrity,  may  very  well  be 
and  Shakespeare  of  England.  And  taken  as  a  type  of  his  nation,  few 
we  do  not  doubt  that,  had  we  space  Germans  will  hesitate  to  allow  with 
to  pursue  the  incjuiry,  he  would  be  pride.  All  its  patient,  long-enduring 
proved  to  be  such  ,an  embodiment  theories,  its  kindliness  in  detail,  its 
of  the  genius  of  his  country,  in  all  stern  abstract  disregard  of  all  cruel- 
its  height  and  breadth,  its  remorse-  ties  that  are  necessary,  its  persever- 
lessness  and  kindness,  its  cold  deter-  ing  pursuit  of  knowledge  at  any  cost, 
mination  and  mystical  hot  enthu-  its  abundant  sentimentalities  and 
siasm,  its  steady  pursuance  of  an  pitiless  resolution,  are  all  to  be  found 
end  through  whatsoever  means  were  in  him  magnified  and  glorified.  His 
necessary,  shrinking  from  nothing —  serenity  is  the  very  apotheosis  of  its 
as  to  afford  reason  sufficient  for  the  phlegmatic  temper,  his  brilliant  per- 
worship  given  him  by  his  country-  sistence  the  most  beautiful  type  of 
men.  Into  this  consideration  it  is  its  obstinate  determination.  And 
not  necessary  to  enter  ;  but  it  is  well  whenwereadof  thepoet^suseof  every- 
to  remember  that  the  aspect  of  the  body  and  everything  around  him, 
man,  which  strikes  us  with  repug-  men's  friendship  and  women's  love, 
nance,  is  one  which  has  raised  his  for  his  own  stepping-stones  and  edu- 
own  people  to  the  highest  expression  cational  courses,  we  remember  (with 
of  sentiment  which  a  nation  can  a  shudder)  the  later  story  of  those 
make  towards  its  favourite  singer.  Prussian  *  officers  who  marched 
That  deep-searching  Teutonic  mind  secretly  at  the  head  of  imaginary 
which  spares  no  trouble,  no  labour  armies  through  peaceable  France 
to  itself,  no  cost  to  others — which  before  a  blow  had  been  struck  or 
has  such  a  melting  susceptibility  menace  uttered,  placing  their  pickets 
indoors,  and  such  a  pitiless  determi-  in  imagination  with  a  horrible  matter- 
nation  without — is  the  kind  of  mind  of-fact  and  business-like  prevision  of 
to  appreciate  self-culture  in  all  those  what  was  to  come  ;  and  writing  down 
heights  and  depths  which  thrill  our  — in  the  gay  cajh  amid  merry  talkers 
less  thoroughgoing  philosophy.  The  all  unconscious  of  that  grim  corn- 
steady  perseverance  of  a  scientific  ment  upon  the  uncertainty  of  their 
aim  through  everything,  the  sub-  peaceable  lives — those  notes  and  re- 
ordination  (when  necessary)  of  other  ports  which  were  at  once  the  founda- 
pcople's  happiness  and  comfort  to  tion  and  foreshadowing  of  reports 
the  acquisition  of  a  fine  piece  of  spi-  made  afterward,  when  the  armies 
ritual  experience — processes  which  were  no  longer  imaginary,  and 
strike   us  with   a  certain   sense   of  when    all    this  awful    cold-blooded 
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study  had  ended  in  the  victory  when  the  great  Sun  of  German  liter- 
which   no  doubt  it   deserved.      No  '  ature  rose  unthought  of  out  of  the 

doubt  the  victory    was    deserved  ;  homely  Frankfort  street.      The  poet 

being  wrought   for    by   such    long  was  born   in   that  condition  of  life 

labour,   such  minute  care,  such  per-  which  the  melancholy  Jewish  think- 

severing,   patient,    unwearied  work,  er  prayed     for.       His    family   was 

But  the  work,  and  the  way  of  de-  neither  rich  nor  poor.     They    had 

serving,   are  such  as  chill  the  blood  no  nobility  to  open     to  them    the 

in  one's  veins.  higher  heavens  of  German  society, 

Wo  repeat,  if  it  is  necessary  to  but  they  had  civic  importance  and 
repeat  it,  that  we  are  neither  accus-  consideration,  which  in  its  way  is 
ing  Goethe  nor  his  country  of  any  almost  as  good.  If  thus  he  had 
want  of  the  gentler  affections — kind-  little  claim  upon  the  notice  of  the 
ness,  charity,  and  benevolence.  He  great,  the  young  Goethe  was  still 
was  very  good  to  a  great  many  peo-  in  a|  position  which  attracted  the 
pie,  supported  various  poor  peti-  interest  of  many,  a  perfectly  well- 
tioncrs,  took  thought  and  pains  for  known  individual,  whose  doings,  if 
his  dependents,  and  was  often  most  remarkable,  could  not  fail  to  attract 
considerate  and  sympathetic  in  word  speedy  notice.  And  from  the  be- 
and  feeling,  as  well  as  kind  in  act  ginning  these  doings  were  remark- 
He  was  simply  remorseless  in  carry-  able.  Through  all  the  course  of 
ing  out  his  project*^,  whatever  they  his  education  he  stands  forth  upon 
might  be — pleasantly,  good-humour-  the  duller  background  of  the  ordi- 
edly,  affectionately  remorseless — not  nary  youths  about  him — a  figure 
to  be  turned  from  that  sublime  work  always  striking,  though  more  from 
of  self-cultivation  by  anything  in  a  certain  air  of  jocund  greatness  and 
earth  or  heaven.  good-humoured  superiority  to  every- 

G 06 the  was  born  in  the  year  1749,  body  around  than  from  more  tan- 
in  the  town  of  Frankfort,  in  the  old  gible  causes.  At  Leipsic,  at  Stras- 
world,  before  the  French  Revolution  burg,  at  home  in  Frankfort,  wherever 
was  dreamt  of,  when  Frederick  he  goes  he  is  not  as  other  lads  ; 
\vas  fighting,  and  Louis  Quinze  he  is  already  the  young  demi-god 
heaping  up  the  measure  of  iniquities  among  ordinary  flesh  and  blood — 
which  were  to  >m5  visited  upon  the  kind  to  the  lower  creatures  about 
heads  of  his  children.  Germany  him — with  a  jovial  carelessness,  bene- 
was  an  unknown  land  to  what  were  ficence,  and  sympathy,  throwing 
then  called  the  muses.  To  all  the  himself  into  their  smaller  concerns, 
wits  it  was  a  country  of  barbarians,  yet  always  looking  over  their  heads, 
of  everlasting  mist  and  darkness,  finding  no  equal  amid  the  youthful 
Even  its  own  sons  despised  its  crowd,  and  requiring  none,  his 
noble  language,  its  wealthy  tradi-  nature  being  satisfied  with  the  other 
tions,  the  poetry  and  music  that  relationship.  At  Leipsic  there  was 
lay  incipient,  undeveloped  about  a  certain  KSthchen  upon  whom  he 
the  roots  of  the  national  life.  A  experimented  with  rudiments  of 
few  bald  French  couplets  were  more  love-making,  trying  his  'prentice 
precious  in  the  eyes  of  Teuton  kings  hand  in  that  art  of  producing 
and  nobles  than  all  the  chaotic  tra-  emotion  which  was  always  so 
ditionary  riches  native  to  the  soil  pleasant  to  him.  At  Strasburg  or 
Other  stars  were  beginning  to  come  near  it  he  found  Frederika,  one  of 
out  in  the  sky,  less  known  and  less  the  sweetest  simplest  figures  in  the 
knowable,  by  dint  of  dealing  with  whole  panorama  of  hfs  life,  whom 
arts  less  universal  than  that  of  Song,  he  loved  after  the  Goethe  fashion,  as 
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long  as  was  perfectly  agreeable  and  generation  of  genius — and  also  as 
useful  to  him,  and  left  when  her  the  origin  of  a  school  of  poetry 
day  was  over,  sorry  for  her  with  a  widely  extended  among  ourselves, 
magnanimous  sense  that  to  lose  him  and  scarcely  yet  exhausted  in  force 
was  indeed  a  calamity  worth  lament-  and  power — than  from  its  own  in- 
ing.  His  friends  of  the  other  sex  trinsic  merits.  These  merits  we  can- 
ministered  equally  to  the  young  not  think  to  be  ^eat  ;  though  that 
demi-god's  spiritual  nourishment  it  was  wonderful  in  its  daring  there 
One  of  them  was  Jung  Stilling,  whoso  can  be  no  doubt,  and  startled  the 
poverty  and  homeliness  the  beautiful  whole  German  world  by  a  marvel- 
popular  Goethe  patronised  and  pro-  lous  revelation  of  something  of  their 
tected.  **  Sympathizing  with  Still-  own,  worth  caring  for,  which  would 
ing,  listening  to  him,  and  dexter-  naturally  have  the  profoundest  effect 
ously  avoiding  any  interference  with  upon  a  people  livinp^,  as  it  were, 
his  religious  faith,  he  was  not  only  out  of  their  own  language  in  the  bor- 
enabled  to  be  his  friend,  but  also  rowed  delights  of  an  alien  literature^ 
to  learn  quietly  and  surely  the  in-  neither  congenial  nor  natural  to 
ner  nature  of  such  men."  Another  them.  In  circumstances  so  ex- 
friend  attracted  him  by  a  different  ceptional  •  it  may  be  right  to 
exposition  of  human  nature,  as  characterise  this  drama  as  "  a  work 
knowing  "how  to  subordinate  him-  of  daring  power,  of  vigour,  of 
self  with  dignity.''  Thus  the  splen-  originality — a  work  to  fonu  an 
did  student  began  his  life's  career,  epoch  in  the  annals  of  letters  ;  " 
With  or  without  dignity,  all  who  or,  with  a  newspaper  of  the  day,  to 
came  in  his  way  had  to  subordinate  describe  it  as  "  a  piece  in  which  the 
themselves,  to  open  their  secret  three  unities  are  shamefully  out- 
chambers  and  give  up  what  en-  raged,  and  which  is  neither  a  tra- 
lightenment  was  in  them  to  the  gedy  nor  a  comedy,  but  is,  notwith- 
eager  and  insatiable  curiosity  with  standing,  the  most  beautiful,  the 
which  he  ranged  about  this  little-  most  captivating  monstrosity."  In 
known  world.  A  noble  sentiment  these  days,  however,  few  English 
and  a  noble  power,  it  may  be  said,  readers  will  find  *  Gotz '  either  capti- 
and  the  pursuit  of  such  knowledge  vating  or  beautiful.  It  is  bustling, 
well  worth  any  man's  while.  Yet  rapid,  and  full  of  activity  in  its 
somehow  the  process  chills  the  plot  and  action  ;  yet  it  strikes  us  as 
spectator,  gay  as  is  the  soul  and  looking  much  more  like  a  fossil 
brilliant  the  career  of  this  great  than  an  animated  picture  of  life, 
learner,  this  Welt-kind,  apprentic-  One  reason  of  this  probably  is,  that 
ing  himself  to  life.  the  author,  with  a  philosophic  cool- 
Ilis  first  work  of  any  importance  ness  most  characteristic  of  his  na- 
was  the  heroic  drama  of  '  Gotz  von  ture,  makes  it  his  aim  not  to  repre- 
Berlichingen,' which  was  also  Walter  sent  any  group  of  individual  souls, 
Scott's  first  work,  so  to  speak  ;  the  their  passions  and  motives,  but  to 
forerunner  of  all  those  Marmions  and  give  ''  a  picture  of  the  age."  His 
Ivanhoes,  which  have  long  obliter-  picture  of  the  age,  however,  is 
ated  and  superseded  their  German  abrupt  and  fragmentary.  It  has 
pioneer.  *  Gotz' was  written  when  neither  the  fulness  and  richness  of 
Goethe  was  twenty-two,  and  is  per-  Scott,  nor  the  minute  and  patient 
baps  more  remarkable  as  being  his  detail  of  Manzoni ;  although,  so  far 
banner  of  revolt  against  the  poetical  as  this  effort  is  concerned,  Goethe 
canons  of  his  time,  the  outburst  of  was  the  parent  of  both  these  great 
a  new  national    literature  and  new  writers.     The  drama  is  a  breathless 
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sketch — rapid,  stirring,  and  full  of  fulness  of  his  progress,  which  made 
moYement,  but  without  passion,  the  real  and  immediate  result  of  his 
almost  without  strong  emotion,  first  effort  in  sustained  composition 
(irotz  himself  is  but  thrown  in  in  so  much  less  great  and  notable  than 
bold  outline  upon  the  canvas,  his  its  succeeding  ones.  But  the  English 
character  very  faintly  indicated,  reader,  at  least,  will  trace  with  more 
and  his  position  never  made  quite  interest  the  germs  of  some  of  Scott's 
clear.  His  mixture  of  patriotism  most  animated  scenes  in  the  hasty 
and  individualism ;  his  readiness  for  narrative  of  *Gotz  von  Berlichingen,' 
a  raid  at  any  time ;  his  loyalty,  such  than  will  move  him  towards  that 
as  it  is,  to  the  Emperor,  and  hostil-  narrative  itself.  The  trooper's  de- 
ity to  everybody  else, — have  not  ihe  scription  to  the  wounded  Sclbitz  of 
clearness  and  force  which  such  a  pic-  the  distant  battle  has  in  it  a  curi- 
ture  requires.  The  vacillating  e<m'  ous  suggestion,  which  is  worked  out 
tre-heroSy  again,  AVeisIingon,  is  little  with  infinitely  superior  force  in  the 
more  than  a  shadow.  The  manner  prison  scene  in  *  Ivanhoe,'  where 
of  his  reconciliation  to  Gotz;  the  Kebecca  with  much  more  eloquence 
way  in  which  he  falls  in  and  then  performs  a  similar  service  for  the 
out  of  love  with  Maria;  the  per-  wounded  SflKon.  And  the  abrupt 
fectly  proper  and  prett}'  behaviour  introduction  of  the  Vehme  (jericht 
of  that  young  woman  herself,  who,  may  also  bo  identified  as  having 
after  a  brief  engagement  to  this  cap-  suggested  the  more  elaborate  study 
tivating  traitor,  calmly  makes  up  of  that  mysterious  and  somewhat 
her  mind  to  love  and  wed  her  next  theatrical  secret  society  which  is  to 
suitor, — are  neither  distinctly  ex-  bo  found  in  *  Anne  of  GeierslQin.' 
plained,  nor  indued  with  that  posi-  Ihus  (iocthcs  first  production  had 
live  reality  of  action  which  makes  a  fate  quite  beyond  its  absolute 
explanation  unnecessary.  Of  itself,  merits.  It  was  not  a  creation,  but 
indeed,  the  production  would  be  but  it  was  creative.  It  helped  into 
of  small  account,  were  it  not  for  the  being  perhaps  the  most  brilliant,  and 
results  which  have  flowed  from  it:  universally,  if  temporarily,  success- 
it  was  as  the  opening  of  a  door  into  ful  development  of  literature  ever 
thatfromantic  and  picturesque  world  known.  The  philosophical  critic, 
of  the  middle  ages,  which  has  since  looking  back  upon  all  the  extrava- 
afTorded  us  so  many  splendid  pic-  gances  and  exaggerations  of  that 
tures.  A  work  altogctlier  destitute  romantic  school,  may  doubt  whether 
of  passion,  and  made  up  rather  of  the  world  was  much  the  better  for 
conventional  drawings  of  certain  it.  But  certainly  the  world  has  been 
typical  characters  than  of  any  liv-  the  better  fpr  Scott ;  and  Goethe's 
ing  study  of  the  men  and  women  of  early  outburst  of  romanticism  would 
the  past,  it  has  yet  produced  the  seem  to  have  been  the  sign-post 
brilliant  school  of  fiction  in  which  which  directed  his  genius  to  that 
Scott's  glowing  pictures  take  the  hitherto  untrodden  way. 
highest  place,  and  to  which  wo  also  Having  cast  this  seed  into  the 
owe  the  *  Promessi  Sposi,'  and  even  fruitful  world,  which  received  it 
*  Notre  Dame.'  eagerly,  with  clamours  of  applause 
Goetlie's  genius  opened  up  this  more  than  suited  to  the  occasion — 
way,  and  gave  the  first  impulse,  for  indeed  that  world  did  not  know 
Perhaps  it  was  but  the  carelessness  that  Scott  was  coming,  and  Man- 
of  his  youth  pushing  the  door  open  zoni  and  the  rest,  and  clamoured 
as  he  passed,  throwing  the  impulse  for  *Gotz'  only,  who  was  scarcely 
from  him  at  random,  in  the  swing  and  worth     its     trouble — the    'careless 
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young  demi-god  swept  on  upon  his  name  of  Jerusalem,  whom  love  drove 

wildly-splendid,    ungovernable,    yet  to  suicide.     Goethe  put  his  friend's 

always    self-controlled    way.       The  end  to  his  own  story,  and  the  result 

bigness    and    sweep    of    his    going  was  such  a  revelation  of  youthful 

gives  a  certain  air  of  wild  freedom  sentiment    in    all     its    foolishness, 

to  his  youthful   career ;   but   it    is  weakness,   strength,   infinitude,  and 

curious  to  see  how   perfect  is  the  absurdity,  as  perhaps  has  never  been 

self-control  which  exists  underneath  made  before  or  since.     This  is  not 

the    youthful    abandon^    and     how  the  time  to  criticise  '  Werter.'     Its 

thoroughly  Goethe  has  himself  and  faults  have  long   been  apparent   to 

his  passions  in  hand,  going  just  so  the   world,    and,    as   ill-luck    would 

far  as  he  thinks  fit,  and  no  further,  have   it,  these  faults   are  the  very 

either   in   love  or  riot.     *Gotz,'   we  things  which  have  been  so  repeated 

have  said,  was  his  standard  of  re-  ad  na^meam   that   the  parent  book 

volt  against  literary  canons,  unities,  has  to  bear  the  burden  of  much  folly 

and   established    law  of    every   de-  not   its   own.     But  something  more 

scription,  the  restraints  of  which  he  true  and  real  lay  beneath,  in  which 

did  not  choose  to  endure.     But  the  human   nature  itself  found  expres- 

work  which  followed  waf  more  real,  sion.     In    these   melancholy  pages, 

permanent,     and     influential     than  there  is  not  only  a  somewhat  maud- 

*  Gotz.*  We  in  this  generation  have  lin  lover  working  himself  up  to 
partially  forgotten,  partially  drifted  frenzy,  but  the  imagination  of  a 
away  from,  all  possibility  of  inter-  whole  race,  wild,  excited,  full  of 
est  in  the  *  Sorrows  of  Werter;'  questioning  and  discontent,  tossing 
but  its  influence  has  not  yet  died  itself  against  those  prison  walls  of 
out  of  the  world,  and  it  is  very  ordinary  life,  law,  and  wellbeing, 
nearly  impossible  to  overestimate  which  are  to  the  sober  soul  a  home 
the  importance  not  of  itself,  but  of  and  shelter.  Scepticism  and  clean 
the  stimulus  it  gave  to  the  imagina-  ne;?ation  of  everything  unseen  and 
tion.  As  *Gotz*  created  the  ro-  intangible  had  come  to  their  climax 
mantic,  so  did  'Werter'  the  senti-  in  the  world;  and  following  that 
mental  school  of  literature — which  climax,  or  along  with  it,  had  come 
was  a  questionable  advantage  per-  its  unfailing  accompaniment,  ihat 
ha|»s,  yet  acted  upon  the  mind  of  prof ound  spiritual  disgust,  weariness, 
Europe  in  a  quite  prodigious  and  and  misery,  which,  so  long  as  human 
almost  incalculable  way.  The  wild  nature  retains  something  spiritual  in 
passion  of  the  second  outburst  is  as  it,  must  always  attend  upon  infideli- 
different  as  possible  from  the  calm  ity.  If  a  man  is  to  have  no  soul,  it 
historical   character  of  the  former,  seems  indispensable  either   that  he 

*  Wertcr '  is,  as  everybody  knows,  should  have  no  imagination,  or  that 
the  story,  told  almost  entirely  by  that  imagination  should  go  mad 
himself,  of  a  yoiuig  man  distraught  and  lose  itself  in  a  hundred  fluctu- 
with  love.  It  is  a  mixture  of  two  ations  of  misery,  from  unrest  to  de- 
experiences  in  real  life — one  of  spair.  "*Werter,"' saysCarlyle,  "  is 
tliem  being  that  of  Goethe  himself,  but  the  cry  of  that  dim-rooted  pain 
who,  like  Werter,  fell  in  love  with  a  .  under  which  all  thoughtful  men  of 
betrothed  maiden  ;  but  being  Goethe,  a  certain  age  were  languishing ;  it 
and  not  Werter,  mastered  his  love  as  paints  the  misery,  it  passionately 
soon  as  he  had  got  all  the  imagina-  utters  the  complaint — and  heart  and 
tive  and  mental  sweetness  possible  voice  all  over  Europe  loudly  and  at 
out  of  it :  the  other  that  of  a  less  once  responded  to  it  True,  it  pre- 
fortunatc  youth,  bearing  the  unlucky  scribes  no  remedy  ;  for  that  was  a 
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far  different,  far   harder  enterprise,  of  this  doubtful  being,   never  quite 

to  which   other  years  and  a  higher  sure  of  what  he  would  bo  at,  unable 

culture  were  required  ;  but  even  this  to  take  any   decisive  step,   plagued 

utterance  of   pain,  even    this    little,  by  his  power  of  seeing  all  sides  of 

for  the  present,  is  ardently  grasped  a   question   (which   is   our    modern 

at,  and  with  eager  sympathy  appro-  fashion),  or  by  incapacity  for  taking 

priated  in  every  bosom.'*  stringent  measures  of  any  kind  either 

This  description  places  the  work  to  carry  out  his  own  wishes  or  to 

upon  a  higher  level  than  we  should  subdue  them.      "What  a   wonderful 

ourselves    be    inclined   to    give    it.  descent,  however,  it  is  in  the  scale 

*  Werter,'  so  far  as  it  is  a  spiritual  of  power,  from  the  sublime  vacilla- 

cry  at  all,  seems  to  us  more  a  pro-  tion  of   Hamlet  to  the  maudlin  lin- 

test   against  unhappiness   than    tho  goring  of  Werter !     We  do  not  mean 

expression  of   that  sublime   discon-  to  compare  the  two — that  would  be 

tent    which     concerns     one's     own  in  every  way  unjust ;  for  the  great 

being  in  the  first  place.     But  of  all  charm   of   *  Werter  '   is   simply   its 

the    protests  of    humanity  there   is  youthfulness,    its   revelation   of    an 

none    that    echoes    so    widely   and  immature  mind  and  exuberant  ima- 

strikes    so  deep.     Why  should   not  gination — and    any   comparison    be- 

ice    be    happy  ?      What    need    can  tween  it  and  our  great  poet's  most 

there    be    in    heaven    or    earth    so  splendid  work  would  be  as  ridicul- 

absolute,  so  unanswerable  as  this  ?  ous  as  inappropriate  ;  but  yet  under 

and   if    personal    happiness    is    not  what  changed  coriditions,  with  what 

to    be    had,    why    should    the   law-  curious   difference,    does    the   great 

less  and  hopeless  soul  endure,  why  type  of  hesitation,  of  doubt,  of  un- 

should   it    suffer   the    happiness   of  rest,  present  itself  to   the  one  and 

others  ?      Setting  aside  all  religious  the  other  I     Shakespeare,  with  that 

restraints,  the  question,  it  seems  to  perfection  of  good  ^ense,  good  taste 

us,  is  simply  unanswerable.     Philo-  and   feeling,    which   are   so    largely 

sophy  at    the   highest   can  but   en-  mingled   in    the  divine   intuition  of, 

courage   and  stimulate   the  despair-  genius,  has  put  away  love  altogether 

ing  soul    by  arguments  as  to   what  from    the    great    intellectual    being 

is    best    and    most    courageous    in  who  wavers  before  the  awful  qucs- 

his    circumstances.      But    there   is  tion    set   before    him  —  a   question 

a    great   deal    to    bo    said    on    both  which     concerns     principles     much 

sides   of   the    question  ;   and   while  more  momentous  than  his  own  per- 

suicidc  is  cowardice  in  one   way  of  sonal  happiness  or  misery.    It  Seems 

tliinking,    it   is   undoubted    courage  even  profane  to   imagine  the  possi- 

in   another.     Such    was,    we   think,  bility  of  Ophelia's  frown  putting  the 

with  great   reason,    the   opinion    of  times  out  of  joint  for  Hamlet.     But 

Goethe's  age.     But  '  Werter '  is  nei-  tho  question  of   personal  happiness 

ther  an  apology  for   suicide  nor  an  is    the    one    specially    involved    in 

argument  in  its  favour.     It  is  only  *  Werter.'     It   is   Lotte  who  is  the 

a  picture  of  ihr^  processes  by  which  sun   and   centre   of  his  world  :   his 

a  weakly-pa:'>!<»L;.ite,  vacillating,  and  philosophy,     his     musings,     nature 

doubtful  man  is  driven  by  the  gra-  itself,  alter  according  as   her  brow 

dual  working  up,  half  conscious  and  is  bright  or  cloudy;  and  though  all 

voluntary,  of   his    own    feelings,  to  manner   of   sadnesses   are   skilfully 

adopt  that  vulgar  tour  de  force  and  worked   into    the    picture   to    exag- 

easy  way  of   getting  out  of  his  di-  jrerate  the  situation  and  deepen  the 

lemma.      No   character   has   proved  gloom,  these  are  rather  reflections 

itself  so  interesting  to  genius  as  that  of  feeling  than  independent  thought. 
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and  as  certainly  ray  out  from   the  bodies    an    aspect    of    the    human 

central  fact  that  Werter  himself  is  nature  astray  in   the   world   which 

personally  wretched,  as   do  the  de-  has  not  occurred  to  his  intelligence, 

tails  of  his  suicide.     With  Hamlet,  preat  as   that    intelligence   is.       In 

on  the  other  hand,  personal  feelings  *  Wertcr,'  as  in  '  Meistcr,'  and  still 

have  little  to  do.     We  have  no  rca-  greater  in  *  Faust,'  the  centre  of  the 

son    to   suppose   that    disappointed  world  to  Goethe  is  self.     His  highest 

ambition,  for  instance,  had  any  share  misery  is  that  man  can  get  .so  little 

in  the  heaviness  which  overshadows  out  of  this  world — that  his  happi- 

him  from  the  beginning.     He  is  sick  ness  must  be  but  in  dreams — that  all 

of  the   mystery  of  sorrow   and  evil  is  limited  about  him — that  he  never 

about  him,  full  of  forebodings  which  gets   what   he  wants  :    whether    it 

have  nothing  personal  in  them,  dim  be  Lotte,  whether  it  be  the  supremo 

perceptions    of     undefined    wrong,  satisfaction  of  wisdom,  whether  it  bo 

suspicion,  and  fear,  as  of    a    spirit  pleasure — never  can  he  get  what  he 

walking   in  the   dark,  not  knowing  wants.     If  for  a  moment  the  delight 

but  divining   the   presence    of    evil  that   he  seeks  is   accorded   to  him, 

companions  that  make  night  hideous,  how  he  has   to   smart  for  it !      In 

This   dim    and   sickening   concious-  his  later  years  the  poet  himself  at- 

ness    of   wickedness   and  falsehood  tempted  to  show   how  there  might 

round   him  has    swept  the    natural  be  a  remedy  for  this  in  a  voluntary 

delights  and   miseries  of  youth  out  renunciation  of  everything  that  was 

of  Hamlet's  mind  at  the  very  outset  not  to  be  procured — a  thin  sort  of 

of  his  history.     His   love   has  been  life  -  theory   not    of    much    general 

blown  out  of  sight,  out  of  mind,  by  use,  we  fear.     But  for  the  prescn% 

that  chill  air  of  suspicion  and  miser-  here  is  the  grand  point  at  which  hi  \ 

able  doubt  which  has  killed,  so  to  vacillating  hero  and  his  philosophy 

speak,    his   personal    existence,    his  generally  break  off  from  everything 

self  regard,  his  capacity  for   enjoy-  Shakespearian.     Werter  moans  and 

ment — even  his  natural  interest   in  maunders  till  the  reader  is  very  sick 

what  becomes  of  him.     Even  before  of  him  ;  while  the  excellent  couple, 

the    shock   of    absolute    knowledge  whose  union  makes  his  misery,  stand 

which  unveils  to  him  the  mystery  by  wondering  somewhat,  sympathis- 

of  crime  which  he  suspected,  he  has  ing  a  little,  their  stolid  German  steadi- 

ccased  to  care  much  what  becomes  ness  just  modified  by  their  equal  Ger- 

of  him.     Not  one  gleam  of  personal  man   sentimentalism.     He  does  not 

motive  is  in  all  he  thinks  and  says,  want  to  separate  that  excellent  Lotto 

His  sense  of  undisclosed  wrong — of  from  her  excellent  Albert ;  in  short, 

evil  preferred  to  good,  and  falsehood  he  does  not  know  very  well  what  ho 

to    truth,  of   unreality  and    lies    in  wants,  except  to  undo  all  the  con- 

everything  great  and  small  that  sur-  ditions  of  life,  and  get  to  be  happy 

rounds  him,  has  paralysed  the  very  somehow.     This  is  the  aim,  the  sole 

sense  of  self  within  him.  end  visible  or  conceivable ;  and  this 

We    ought    to  ask    the    reader's  is    the    great    poetic     tendency    of 

pardon  once  more  for  placing  Ham-  Goethe's  genius.     In   *  Faust '  it  is 

let  in  juxtaposition  with  Werter —  treated  with  infinitely  more  splen- 

but  Werter  here  means  Goethe,  a  dour ;   but  the  central  idea  is   still 

more    worttiy   comparison  ;    and   it  the  same. 

is   interesting  to   note    how  utterly  The   reader   of   the    present   day 

opposed    our   Shakespeare's    theory  cares   very  little,    we  presume,   for 

is    to   all  the  artistic    principles   of  *  Werter ;  *  but  tliat  there  are  really 

Goethe's    life    and  work.      It    era  charming  scenes  in   it,  full  of  tho 
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most  delightful  sense  of  both  natural  episodes  in  a  young  man's  life — an 
and  moral  beauty,  no  one  who  has  unsuccessful  love;  his  sense  of  the 
ever  glanced  at  the  book  will  deny,  artistic  force  of  the  situation  mas- 
Its  celebrity  has  harmed  it  in  this  tering  even  that  unpleasant  sense  of 
parti^"lar.  Had  it  not  been  the  personal  discomfiture  which  is  apt 
cause  of  a  kind  of  literary  revolu-  to  move  the  youthful  mind  under 
tion,  the  creation  of  a  new  school,  such  circumstances.  Mr.  Lewes 
the  stimulus  to  a  new  kind  of  intel-  proves  most  distinctly,  that  his  sepa- 
lectual  life,  more  justice  would  in-  ration  from  the  admirable  Lotte  was 
fallibly  have  been  done  to  the  ex-  indeed  very  little  of  a  heartbreak  to 
quisitc  simple  background  against  the  poet,  and  that  he  managed  to 
which  the  hero  staggers,  and  stum-  enjoy  life  and  a  multiplicity  of  other 
bles.  Notwithstanding  one  recol-  loves  even  at  the  terrible  moment 
lection  of  delicious  comicality  which  of  her  marriage.  And  immediately 
thrusts  itself  into  our  memory — the  after,  another  star,  called  Lili,  rose 
climax  of  that  scene  of  the  thunder-  upon  the  firmament,  calling  forth 
storm,  in  which  Lotte,  awed  and  much  the  same  comedy  of  rapid 
overcome  by  sublime  emotion  and  love,  rapture,  wavering,  and  indiffer- 
admiration,  lays  her  hand  upon  ence  to  the  affection  once  attained, 
Werter's  and  murmurs  *'Klop-  which  had  marked  his  youthful 
stock!"— we  agree  with  Mr.  Lewes  passions  before.  He  was  delivered 
in  his  admiration  of  **  such  clear  from  his  last  indecisions  in  respect 
sunny  pictures,  fulness  of  life,  to  this  new  experience  by  the  ap- 
and  delicately-managed  simplicity."  pearance  upon  the  scene  of  his 
The  groups  of  children,  especially,  l)uke,  Karl  August  of  Saxe- Weimar, 
are  lovely,  natural,  and  unaffected  the  little  potentate  who  has  snatched 
in  the  highest  degree  ;  and  Goethe's  out  of  oblivior^  a  certain  standing- 
power  of  representing  them  is  one  ground  among  the  things  that  re- 
of  the  most  attractive  features  main,  by  dint  of  his  patronage  of 
of  his  genius,  saying  much  which  the  great  poets  of  Germany,  and  the 
we  should  not  have  otherwise  curious  aesthetical  centre  which  ho 
divined  [both  for  the  poet  and  the  managed  to  establish — metropolis  of 
man.  wit  and  refuge  for  genius.  Goetho 
*  Werter '  took  the  world  by  storm,  was  but  twenty-six  when  this  dis- 
It  pleased  everybody  except — for  a  tinction  occurred  to  him.  He  went 
time — Lotte  herself  and  her  good  with  his  Duke  to  Saxe-Weimar, 
husband,  who  resented,  as  they  well  falling  immediately  into  a  friendship 
might,  the  liberty  taken  with  them,  with  him  which  lasted  till  death. 
Goethe,  dazzled  by  the  brilliancy  of  Nothing  could  be  more  simple  than 
the  light  he  flashed  upon  them,  was,  the  life  they  led ;  but  its  homeli- 
or  professed  to  be,  much  astonished  ness,  and  roughness,  and  odd  mix- 
by  this,  and  breathed  forth  the  ture  of  the  fine  and  the  brutal, 
deepest  penitence.  It  is  difficult,  its  dainty  over-refinements  and  its 
however,  to  believe  that  a  man  so  romping  jollity,  belonged  to  the 
able  could  have  thought  it  possible  time  and  the  nation,  and  were 
that  the  respectable  couple  whom  sanctified,  as  it  were,  by  being  fully 
he  made  the  centre  of  such  a  ro-  shared  by  the  prince  upon  whom 
mance  could  have  taken  it  calmly,  the  whole  circle  depended.  The 
He  got  over  this  difficulty,  however,  curious  royal  riot  of  the  period 
with  ease,  and  thus  leaped  into  which  ensued,  the  grand-duc.il  en- 
fame  by  means  of  that  which  is  tertainments,  the  open-air  play -act- 
generally  one   of   the   most   private  ings,    the     celebrations    of     every- 
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body's     birthday,     the     odes,     the  when   that  worship    is  withdravrn. 

musks,  the  illuminations,  the  crack-  Mr.  Lewes   has  no   mercy  for    the 

crs,  and  the   music, — are   they    not  Fran  von  Stein.     She  was  forty-five 

all    written    i!i    the    book    of     Mr.  at  the  tnd  of  her   reign,  and  ought 

Lewes  V    The  members  of  the  little  to  have   made   her   lover  a  curtsey 

court  were  almost  all  3^oung,  let  it  be  and  retired  gracefully,  as  is  the  best 

said  ;  and  the   pranks  tluy   played,  policy  of  women  ;  or  perhaps,  better 

and   the  high  jinks    they   executed,  still,  should  have   interested  herself 

are    the    drollest   interruj>tion    to  a  in  finding  a  successor    to   her    own 

serious  story.     Everything  was  there  ))lace    in    the   demi-god*s   affections, 

that    the    imagination   could   desire  On   the    contrjiry,  she    was    so    ex- 

to  enrich    the  rollicking  life  of   the  tremely  unreasonable  as  to  be  angry 

young  prince  and  the  young    poet ;  and     wounded     by    his    desertion ! 

and,  on  the  whole,  there   are  worse  However,  she  was  the  centre  of  his 

things  than  the  nonsense  into  which  life  during  his  earlier  career  at  Wei- 

they  plunged  royally,  though  it  was  mar,  before  the  visit  to  Italy  which 

sometimes    distinguished   by   tricks  made  another  epoch  in  it.      During 

as    stupid  as  if    they    had    been  a  this  time  he    wrote    several  of  bin 

couple  of  foolish  young  (guardsmen,  plays,  and  at  least  beg:in   the  com- 

Here,    too,    (.Joethe    found    another  position  of  *Meister.'  Of  ^  Iphigcnia,' 

love,    in    some    respects    the    most  *  Tasso,' and  the  rest,  space  will  not 

serious   relation  of  his    life,    in  the  permit  us  to  treat     These  arc   not 

person  of  the   Knui  von  Stein,  one  the   works  which    separate    (toctlio 

of  the  high  well-})(>rn  la<lit^s  of    the  from  other  men;  and   *  Faust'   had 

little  court — a  wife  and  a  mother,  to  yet    to    be   written    and    *  Mcister  ' 

be  sure,  but  that  was  a   subject  of  comjdeted — the  great  works  of    his 

indiflorence    at    the   time ;    and    we  life. 

presume  a  believer  in  Jnnnan  nature  We  are  so  profoundly  aware  of 
ma}'  be  allowed  to  thiuk  their  con-  coming  at  a  disadvantage  after  the 
nection,  though  most  intimate  and  elaborate  and  complete  comments  of 
tender,  an  innocent  one.  At  least  such  writers  as  (^arl3'lc,  Lewes,  and 
it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  it  here;  a  host  of  others,  that  wc  feel  our  cou- 
for  in  those  days  morality,  in  the  rage  waver  as  we  approach  the  great- 
ordinary  acceptance  of  tlie  word,  er  productions  of  (Joethe's  genius. 
had  s<*arcc:ly  any  existence.  To  this  lint  for  the  fact,  indeed,  that  no 
lady  (loethe  remained  entirely  de-  list  of  great  poets  in  the  century 
voted  for  ten  years  of  his  life.  He  which  is  past  could  be  in  the  least 
coFisultcd  her  about  everything,  saw  possible  without  including  the  author 
her  and  wrote  to  her  daily,  loved  of  *  Faust,'  we  should  have  shrunk 
her  as  much  apparently  as  he  was  altogether  from  the  task,  (ioethe 
(rapable  of  loving,  and  was  loved  by  culminates  in  this  great  poem,  which 
her ;  and  though  Mr.  Lewes,  in  his  is  as  much  the  epitome  of  his  genius 
capacity  of  j»rophet  to  <Joethe,  over-  as  the  *  Divina  Commedia'  is  of 
whelms  this  i)oor  woman  with  re-  the  genius  of  Dante.  The  story  is 
proaches  for  having  shown  a  little  too  well  known  to  require  any  de- 
feeling  when  she,  too,  in  her  turn,  scri])tion.  It  is  founded  upon  one 
was  cast  aside,  yet  that  will  be  the  of  the  legends  which  ha.s  taken 
least  of  her  faults  to  the  reader,  deei)est  hold  of  the  popular  mind, 
who  probably  will  feel  that  a  wo-  e-pecially  in  (Jermany ;  and  with 
man  who  has  been  worshi])ped  for  all  its  mystic  meanings,  its  wiM 
ten  years  lufiy  naturally  be  expecte«l  mixture  of  dlnJplcrie^  and  it.«»  pro- 
to    fcL'l   a    certain    pained    surprise  found    intellectuaHsm,    no    subject 


1872.]                     No,   VIIL—Johann   Wolfgang  Goethe.  689 

can  be  supposed  more  likely  to  claimed  delight  of  those  we  have 
tempt  the  imagination  of  Goethe  or  looked  up  to  as  our  guides  in  liter- 
to  rivet  the  attention  of  his  country-  aturc.  But  in  Germany  no  such 
men.  The  whole  fable  is  peculiarly  mediation  was  ever  necessary.  The 
national.  No  other  country  has  work  at  once  found  understanding 
ever  given  so  exalted  a  place  to  the  and  appreciation  ;  and  it  comes  to 
philosopher,  or  been  so  willing  to  us  with  this  vast  mechanical  advan- 
regard  him  as  the  possible  first  actor  tage,  so  to  speak — the  advantage  of 
in  a  great  drama  ;  nowhere  else  have  having  been  received  into  the  per- 
such  lofty  pretensions  of  mind  been  manent  picture-gallery  of  the  world 
put  forth,  and  nowhere  else  is  such  by  at  least  one  unanimous  nation, 
rough  horseplay  practicable,  or  such  The  work  itself,  when  we  come  to 
wildly  grotesque  superstitions.  The  regard  it  more  closely,  is  like  the  old 
rude  life  of  the  common  people,  Werter-cry,  repeated  in  a  deeper, 
unveiled  by  any  poetic  graces — the  ^vaster,  more  splendid  tone.  It  is 
utter  separation  of  the  soul  living  one  of  the  most  confusing  and  be- 
in  thought  in  the  very  midst  of  that  wildcring  of  all  great  poems.  If 
teeming  vulgar  existence  which  satisfies  the  reader  who  looks  no 
gives  so  characteristic  and  striking  further  by  its  strange  and  wildly 
a  beginning  to  the  story — is  thor-  tragic  story,  keeping  its  meaning 
oughly  Teutonic.  Such  a  contrast  safe  for  those  who  seek  it.  But 
elsewhere  might  have  appeared  to  those  who  seek  that  meaning 
overstrained,  but  in  Germany  it  most  anxiously,  it  appears  a  grand 
is  natural.  And  only  in  Germany  phantasmagoria  wilfully  broken,  in 
could  the  wild  fantastic  dccam  which  great  gleams  of  sudden  light 
of  the  Brocken  and  its  amuse-  are  everywhere  flanked  by  fantastic 
ments,  and  the  coarse  horrors  of  the  storm-clouds  drifting  up  from  some 
witch's  kitchen,  have  been  possible  unknown  sea,  from  some  abyss  of 
to  the  imagination.  The  drink^ing-  mystic  vapour  full  of  the  most 
bout  in  the  wine-cellar  might  per-  bewildering  shapes  and  sounds  of 
haps  be  equalled  in  other  countries  ;  wonder.  *'  The  scenes  are  mere 
but  we  doubt  if  any  but  a  German  magic-lantern  pictures,"  says  Cole- 
poet  would  have  ventured  on  so  ridge,  who  in  his  own  dreamy  soul 
brutally  realistic  a  picture,  or  per-  ought  to  have  been  able,  one  would 
mitted  the  boors  to  stand  forth  be-  have  thought,  to  comprehend  his 
fore  us  in  all  their  besotted  stu-  brother  poet  ;  and  there  is  a  certain 
pidity  without  even  a  gleam  of  wit  reality  in  the  image,  however  false 
to  make  them  pardonable.  The  its  application  may  be.  Scenes 
subject  was  thus  adapted  in  an  extra-  from  a  magic-lantern — with,  how- 
ordinary  degree  both  to  the  poet  and  ever,  the  great  living  world  for  the 
his  audience.  In  England  its  splen-  curtain  on  which  to  display  them, 
did  power  would  no  doubt  sooner  and  a  greater  unseen  world  with  all 
or  later  have  forced  it  into  notice,  but  its  mystic  forces  crowding  in  to  fill 
its  success  could  never  have  been  up  the  intervals,  framing  every  pic- 
national.  Even  now,  we  believe,  ture  with  rolling  clouds  of  wonder, 
when  it  comes  to  them  with  the  with  huge  shadows  visionary  and 
sanction  of  generations,  the  first  fantastic,  yet  terrible  in  their  sug- 
efifectof*  Faust' upon  the  simple  mind  gestiveness.  Through  the  whole 
is  much  more  an  impression  of  dis-  drama  this  sense  of  blended  reality 
gust  than  of  enthusiasm.  We  have  and  unreality,  this  phantasmagoric 
been  dragged  into  admiration  by  character,  possesses  the  spectator, 
dint  of  the  efiusive  and  loudly-pro-  Ho  does  not    read,    but    looks    on 
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while  he  is  carried  from  the  bright  is  not  moral  He  cares  as  little  for 
soft  scenes  of  outdoor  life,  from  the  morality  as  he  does  for  probability, 
chamber  of  tiie  student,  from  the  or  the  unities  of  art^  or  any  other 
more  sacred  cliamber  of  the  girl — up  conventional  thing.  When  Faust 
and  away  into  the  mountain  mists,  sets  forth  upon  his  wild  journey,  it 
where  tliat  wild,  senseless,  hopeless  is  even  with  no  belief  in  the  possi- 
revel  is  going  on  among  the  clouds,  bility  of  that  satisfaction  for  which 
vainer  than  humanity  at  its  vainest,  he  scornfully  risks  his  soul,  indifferent 
sickening  and  terrible ;  then  down  to  the  danger.  In  all  he  does  and 
again  with  a  swoop,  fate-driven,  to  wishes  there  is  the  constant  presence 
the  deeper  phantasmagoria  below,  of  this  scornful  despair,  this  want  of 
where  all  the  sky  and  lights  are  all  faith  and  real  expectation.  We 
clianged,  and  woe  has  succeeded  feel  that  he  accepts  the  devil's  bar- 
bliss,  and  the  brief  human  dream  of  gain,  and  sets  out  with  him  infinite- 
thoughtless  love  and  delight  has  ly  more  for  the  excitement's  sake, 
ended  in  death  and  murder  and  mad-  and  to  escape  from  the  gnawing  sense 
ness.  Dreams  all !  with  only  that  of  his  personal  failure,  than  with 
gigantic  grasp  of  sorrow,  pain  un-  any  real  belief  that  Mephistophelea 
endurable,  to  distinguish  the  dream  can  help  him.  His  arbitrary  and 
which  is  clothed  in  flesh  and  blood  arrogant  demand  of  the  demon's 
from  that  which  is  mere  air  and  services  to  procure  him  Margaret  on 
spirit.  the  spot,  as  he  might  have  demand- 
What  docs  it  all  mean  ?  It  ed  a  Hower,  betrays  this  half -savage, 
means  that  in  all  the  earth  and  all  half-contemptuous.scornof  hopoless- 
the  air  there  is  nothing  that  can  ness.  For  Faust  at  that  moment 
satisfy  the  wandering,  yearning,  has  no  tliought  of  Margaret  in  the 
passionate  soul,  which  is  a  stranger  deeper  way  of  love,  which  surprises 
in  this  world  and  a  sojourner  like  him  afterwards  when  his  soul  is 
its  fathers.  Let  this  being  throw  brought  in  contact  with  the  fresh 
every  restraint  aside  ;  let  him  try  and  frank  girlish  being,  so  simple, 
knowledge  at  any  cost,  pleasure  at  tfuc,  and  tender,  whose  sudden  and 
any  cost ;  lot  him  adventure  himself  unthought-of  touch  staggers  him  for 
on  the  most  awful  of  penalties  in  a  moment  in  his  wild  career.  Ilere 
wild  pursuit  of  something  to  satisfy  one  gleam  of  human  reality,  clear  as 
him,  scorning  safety,  comfort,  virtue,  tlio  daylight,  simple  and  penetrating 
everything  that  might  be  supposed  as  nature  herself,  alights  momen- 
to  stand  between  him  and  enjoy-  tarily  upon  the  wanderer,  but  is 
ment — and,  lo  !  his  fate  is  no  better  obscured  by  the  wild  clouds  that 
than  that  of  the  dullest  slave  :  he  swallow  him  once  again,  the  wild 
has  but  a  darker  climax  of  misery,  search  to  which  ho  is  driven  by  the 
a  deeper  depth  of  pain,  in  proportion  fever  within  him  and  the  fever  w^ith- 
to  the  violence  of  his  struggle.  Who  out,  his  weird  companion  and  his 
will  show  him  any  good  ?  lie  seeks  hungering,  despairing  soul.  This, 
it  in  lofty  ways,  and  in  vile  ;  in  the  to  our  thinking,  is  the  very  heart 
flesh,  in  the  spirit,  in  some  wild  and  soul  of  the  wonderful  drama, 
intermediate  region  where  fantastic  The  story  embodies  the  tragedy  of 
delusions  reign,  and  all  is  as  wildly  Gretchen,  but  to  Faust  it  is  but  an 
false  as  the  disappointment  is  bitter-  incident  in  his  awful  history,  an 
ly  true.  Never  was  a  more  tremen-  incident  summing  up,  indeed,  its  in- 
dous  moral  worked  out  for  our  in-  evitable  and  unchangeable  character, 
struction  ;  but  the  object  of  the  poet  its  struggle  of  life  and  death  between 
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the    true    and    the    false,   between  which    naturally  increases    tenfold 
the   actual  and  the  unseen,  and  its  the  reality  of  his  disgust  and  sick- 
desperate   attempt  to   snatch    some  ening  perception   of  the  everlasting 
supreme    flower  of  satisfaction  out  meanness  and  pettiness  of  that  wild 
of    that  universal  chaos — if   not  of  riot  which   is    so    full    of    seeming 
the   soul,  then  of  the  senses — any-  abandon,  but  yet  so   slavish  in   its 
thing,    anything!    which  will   make  fantastical     restraints.       The     only 
him    say  to    the    passing   moment,  moment  at  which  the  man  is  hushed 
"  Linger,  thou  art  so  fair !"     If  we  out   of  his   wild  fever   is  when  the 
could   in»agine  the  mournful  writer  touch  of    love  has    arrested   him — 
of  Ecclcsiastes — be  he  Solomon,  be  when    compunction     seizes     him  — 
he  some  other  heart-stricken  sage —  when  his  wild  course  is  stopped  for 
roused  up  into  a  sudden  tragic  pas-  the  moment  and   a   thought   of  the 
sion  of  desire,  making  one  last  frantic  ruin  he  may  bring  upon  the  creature 
effort  to  find  something   which  has  he  loves  daunts  him  in  the  delirious 
not  already  been,  something  out  of  fearlessness   which  up  to  this    mo- 
the   sickening  routine   of   everyday  ment  has  been  his  condition.     The 
disappointment,    there  are  no  other  scene  in   the    cave,  for  which    Mr. 
garments  in  which  we  could  clothe  Lewes    curiously    enough    declares 
him  than  those  of  this  eager  but  un-  he  can  find  no  reason,  seems  to  us 
hoping  spirit,  the  scornful,  passion-  the    one    point    where    the    storm- 
ate,  despairing    Faust,    who    is    as  driven  spirit  touches  earth,  before  all 
contemptuous  of  the  risk  of  his  soul  the  powers  of  hell  tighten  upon  him 
as  he  is  of  the  signing  in  blood  of  the  that    grasp    which    he    scorns   and 
conventional    compact      And    here  loathes,  but  cannot  any  longer  shake 
it  must  be  added  that,  if  any  gentle  off.      Love    and    Nature    have  mo- 
reader  retains  a  lingering  wish  to  be  mentarily  turned  him   back   into  a 
able  to  approve  of  Faust,  or  to  find  man.      "  Shall  I  not  feel  her  pangs 
some    moral    excellence    struggling  — her    ruin?"    he   cries.     "Must   I 
through  his  darkness,  that  fond  im-  drag  her  and    her    peace    into    the 
agination  had  better  at  once  be  dis-  dust?"     It  is  the  sudden  soft  mur- 
missed  from  the  mind.     No  thought  mur  of  the  brook  amid  the  horrors 
of  morality  is  in  the  whole ;  on  the  of  the  mariner^s  dream — the  sudden 
contrary,  its   bonds   are  voluntarily  break  of  light  in  the  sky,   showing 
and  consciously  laid  aside  in  order  still  in  the  midst    of    the    tempest 
that   the   last    experiment    may   be  a  possibility   of    calm.     Short-lived 
tried    without    any    obstacle;     and  possibility,  —  impracticable     hope  I 
this    even    the  most   didactic  mind  for  fate  is   not  to  be   cheated,  nor 
will  recognize  as  a  kind  of  necessity,  the  demon,  nor  those  wild  impulses 
Faust,  accordingly,  is  not  a  being  to  which   give  both    fate    and    demon 
excite   any   moral    sympathy ;  he  is  their  power. 

not  a  good  man  captive  to  error,  or        The   character  of  Mephistopheles 

led    away    by    temptations    of    the  is  perhaps  the  most  wonderful  crea- 

devil— or  even  struggling  against  the  tion  in  all  fiction.     He  is  not  a  man 

forces  of  evil  which  are  massed  and  in  the  guise  of  a  demon,  like  Milton's 

grouped  around  him.      On  the  con-  magnificent  Satan^but  a  true  devil, 

trary,  he  goes  out  to  meet  them.     lie  without  one  mitigating  feature,  one 

inspects   them   with  an   eager  scru-  compunction,    one   feeling,    good   or 

tiny,  and   makes  a   distinct  mental  bad.     From  the  time  that  he  appears 

effort   to   find   in  them,  if  not  some  in  the  .presence   of  the  Lord,  in   a 

good,    yet    some    pleasure,— a   fact  scene  which  we  must  say  is  not  so 
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shocking  to  our  feelings  of  reverence  and  too  divine — too  profoundly 
as  it  seems  to  hUvc  been  in  many  moral  in  his  nature — to  have  .been 
cases,  until  the  last  word  of  the  capable  of  it.  He  never  could  have 
drama,  which  he  snatches  at  to  brought  himself  to  sneer  at  the 
destroy  if  possible  the  one  hope  of  Sneerer,  and  to  hold  up  to  everlast- 
the  dying  girl  and  her  miserable  ing  mockery  only,  the  worst  and 
destroyer,  the  completeness  of  his  strangest  and  most  pitiful  imper- 
heartless,  soulless,  devilish  nature  is  sonation  of  evil  which  ever  occurred 
never  disturbed  by  any  inopportune  to  genius.  Other  poets  have  elevated 
breaking-in  of  humanity.  The  mock-  the  Devil  into  a  splendid  embodi- 
ing  unbelief  which  chuckles  in  the  ment  of  despair — they  have  hated 
very  presence  of  divinity  over  its  him,  contemned,  even  in  a  tender 
own  changeless,  emotionless  csti-  turn  of  the  great  poet's  nature  have 
mate  of  things  human,  is  a  more  pitied,  the  hopeless  One;  but  only 
original  conception  than  that  of  the  Goethe  has  made  him  at  once  power- 
haughty,  remorseful  demons  who  ful  and  ridiculous,  victorious  and 
still  remember  their  high  estate,  paltry — the  grotesque  slave  of  an 
and  in  the  very  height  of  their  angel,  as  well  as  the  remorseless 
pride  are  conscious  of  having  fallen,  master  of  the  perishing  soul. 
Mephistopheles,  however,  who  still  It  is  in  Margaret,  however,  that 
now  and  then  likes  to  see  Der  the  mind  of  the  reader,  baffled  and 
Alte,  and  finds  it  good  of  so  great  bewildered  by  all  these  mysteries, 
a  Lord  to  be  civil  to  the  Devil,  is  finds  rest  and  refreshment  and  food 
such  an  inconceivable  mixture  of  for  his  sympathies.  She  is  placed 
cold-blooded  impudence  and  mock-  so  beautifully  on  the  canvas,  and 
cry  as  no  human  imagination  ever  surrounded  with  such  a  bewitching 
before  dreamt  of.  And  there  is  an  atmosphere  of  song — and  her  pre- 
infinite  subtle  power  in  the  way  in  sencc  is,  besides,  such  an  intense  relief 
which  this  being,  in  the  very  height  from  the  gloom  and  tumult  of  the 
of  his  vmmitigated,  unimpressionable  other  scenes — that  it  is  almost  im- 
intellectualism,  is  yet  bound  by  the  possible  for  us  to  allow  that  her 
most  fantastic  cantrips  of  diablerie  character  is  the  least  truly  conceived, 
which  fascinates  the  spectator.  He  and  the  least  perfect  in  execution, 
who  could  jeer  when  he  came  out  This  is  so  far  natural  that  the  use 
of  the  presence  of  God,  is  yet  held  of  woman  in  poetry  is  chiefly  con- 
fast  by  the  pentagram  on  the  floor  ventional  or  rather  typical,  and  that 
asif  he  were  some  sorcerer's  familiar;  so  long  as  she  represents  a  certain 
and  has  to  be  thrice  bidden  to  enter,  ideal  of  beauty,  love,  and  innocence, 
and  to  go  through  various  other  con-  individualism  is  not  required  for  her. 
temptible  formulas  with  a  mixture  She  is  the  light  in  the  picture,  a 
of  absolute  rigmarole  in  his  super-  thing  much  more  straightforward 
natural  cleverness  which  betrays  a  and  free  from  complication  than  the 
mockery  still  more  profound  than  darkness.  We  fear  that  in  saying 
the  mockery  of  the  devil — the  sa-  this  we  will  shock  many  readers  to 
turnine  laugh  within  a  laugh  of  the  whom  Margaret  is  the  true  attrac- 
man  who  can  create  and  <lespise  the  tion  of  *  Faust.'  Yet,  nevertheless, 
very  demon  who  leads  him  to  per-  we  do  not  doubt  that  they  will,  to 
dition.  We  do  not  know  of  any-  a  certain  extent  at  least,  agree  with 
thing  that  can  be  put  beside  this  us  when  they  have  looked  a  little 
extraordinary  creation  o\  genius,  closer  into  her.  She  is  intended,  it 
Shakespeare  was  at  once  too  human  is   evident,    to   be  extremely  young 
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— ^younger  even  than  the  ordinarily  incredible  rapidity  of  the  action  at 
imagined  age  of  girlish  perfection —  this  the  central  point  of  the  story, 
and  perfectly  simple,  though  rapidly  Never  was  figure  more  pathetic  than 
developed  under  the  magic  of  Faust^s  that  of  poor  Margaret  afterwards, 
presence,  admiration,  and  love.  But  though,  indeed,  her  aspect  up  to 
perhaps,  more  from  the  fault  of  the  the  crowning  anguish  of  the  prison 
age  than  the  poet,  this  gentle  creature  scene  is  that  of  an  innocent  martyr 
is  made  so  purely  superficial  as  to  rather  than  of  a  Magdalen.  "  My 
yield  at  once  to  her  lover  without  heart  is  sore;  my  peace  is  gon©,'* 
even  a  thought  of  the  pollution  in-  she  sings  in  her  early  despondency 
volved — and  that  after  she  has  been  before  evil  has  come  nigh  her.  But 
discoursing  him  in  the  garden  scene  it  is  with  a  deeper  tragic  anguish 
with  that  wonderful  mixture  of  that  her  song  is  full  when  she  ad- 
gravity,  piety,  and  bewildered  girlish  dresses  the  ^lother  of  Tears — 
simplicity   about   his  religion.       To 

ho    euro    thi<j  mav  Tip   «;aid    to  be  the  "  Wheresoc'cr  I  go, 

DC  sure,  inis  may  oe  saia  lo  do  me  Whatwocl  whatwocl  what  woo 

effect   of     the    spiritual     power     of  ig  in  my  bosom  aching! 

Mephistopheles  ;     but     it   is   by    no  When  to  my  room  I  creep 

'                      ^  \i.       1       i.          ^  -r   1  I  weep  !  I  weep  I  I  weep  I 

means    one   of   the    least     powerlul  Myheartis  breaVdug." 

points  in  the  story  that  Mephisto- 
pheles has  no  power  whatever  on  She  is  the  victim  whom  man  and 
Margaret  He  steals  the  jewels  for  the  devil,  the  struggling  mind  and 
her,  and  manages  for  Faust  a  visit  the  malign  spirit,  require  to  give 
to  her  empty  chamber — but  he  does  emphasis  to  their  conflict  with  all 
no  more.  He  cannot  take  the  lover  the  powers  of  heaven  and  all  the 
there  when  Margaret  is  within.  He  laws  of  earth.  Without  this  ex- 
can  neither  force  her  innocent  soul  ample  of  their  reckless  progress  over 
into  sin,  nor  even  throw  her'into  a  the  very  neck  of  humanity,  indif- 
questionable  position.  Jler  down-  ferent  how  and  where  their  crushing 
fall  has  to  be  left  to  herself  ;  but  footsteps  fall,  the  impression  made 
this  very  downfall  is  at  variance  upon  the  audience  would  have  been 
with  her  character.  She  who  has  less  immense  ;  and  the  tragedy  of 
but  a  moment  before  been  full  of  Margaret  brings  the  drama  into  & 
sweet  and  anxious,  though  confused  region  accessible  to  those  who  have 
thought  about  her  lover's  faith —  neither  insight  nor  patience  enough 
who  has  shown  such  quick  and  to  follow  that  unending  tragedy  of 
true  spiritual  perception  as  re-  *  Faust,'  which  may,  for  aught  wo 
gards  Mephistopheles,  and  who  a  know,  be  going  on  still,  in  ever 
little  after  sings  to  the  Mother  of  new  and  new  experiment,  new 
Sorrows  a  hymn  so  full  of  the  loftiest  clutches  at  those  apples  of  Sodom 
pathos — consents  with  the  careless  which  turn  to  ashes  in  the  mouth. 
readiness  of  a  wanton  to  the  first  We  need  not  add  that  the  *  Faust' 
proposal  of  evil.  This  is  a  mistake  Tragedy  does  go  on  to  another  weird 
which  would  have  been  fatal  had  scene,  into  which  we  shall  not  at- 
the  drama  been  one  founded  upon  tempt  to  follow  the  poet  The  wor- 
the  ordinary  principles  of  art.  As  shippers  of  Goethe  will  be  led  by 
it  is,  however,  the  wild  rush  of  the  their  cultvs  into  these  obscure 
phantoms,  who  are  always  ready  to  shades  of  mystic  poesy ;  but  to  us 
flood  the  scene,  and  hurry  it  on  it  is  impossible  to  go  with  them, 
from  one  chapter  to  another,  pre-  neither  would  the  reader  thank  us 
vents   us   from  dwelling    upon  the  for  endeavouring  ta  open  to  him  a 
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bewildering  region  where  even    Mr.  the  active  theatrical    period    when 
Carlyle's  enthusiasm    could   induce  Goethe      was    manager,    poet,    and 
few  to   follow.      One   of  the  many  actor.     The  contents  of  these  books 
proofs  that  universal  and  sovereign  point    very    clearly    to    his     in  ten- 
poetry  must    confine    itself    within  tion   of  representing    in    them   the 
the   limits   of   common   human  per-  whole  nature,   aims,  and  art  of  the 
ception  and  feeling,   lies  in  the  fact  comedian  ;   and  in  a  letter  to  Merck 
that  the  great  fable  of  *  Faust' resolves  he  expressly    states    that    it   is  his 
itself,    in    reality,   with   by  far   the  intention  to  portray  the  actor's  life, 
greater  majority  of  readers,  into  the  Whether  at  the  same  time  he  meant 
story  of  Margaret     In   her — in  her  the  actor's  life  to  be  symbolical,cannot 
simplicity  and   naturalness,    anc}    in  be  positively  determined.     That  may 
the   heartrending  pathos  of  her  woe  or    may  not  have  been  a  secondary 
— the  human  interest  centres.      It  is  intention.       The   primary    intention 
immaterial  to  the  most  of  us  whether  is  very  clear."       This  statement  we 
the  philosopher  ever  finds  or  not  the  should    receive,  we  repeat,   as    per- 
mouthful  of   content  for  which   he  fectly  satisfactory,    had    the    novel 
risks     heaven   and     hell;   but    the  been  anything  but  the  *  Apprentice- 
weeping  maiden  placing  those  flowers  ship  of  Wilhelm  Meister."     The  life 
before  the  shrine,  appealing  to  the  of   the  comedian  is  indeed  perfectly 
Mother    of    Sorrows — the      broken  clear,  and  full  of  genius.      Though 
heart      distraught     with     misery —  the  incidents  are  scanty,  and  though 
never  can  be  indifferent  to  us.    The  the  tale  goes  on   in    that    leisurely 
simplest  soul  weeps   over   her,  and  way  which  promises    eternal    dura- 
the   greatest       "What   is  Helena   to  tion,  there  is  quite  enough  in  it  to 
us,    or  any  other  prehistoric  witch  ?  justify  its    existence,    were  we    not 
— but   Gretchen   lays   the    claim  of  mystified    at    the   beginning  by  an 
inalienable  human   compassion    and  intimation    of   some    hidden   thread 
sympathy  upon  all  our  thoughts.  of   meaning  which    no  intelect  yet. 
*  Wilhelm  Meister  '  is  in  every  way  has    been    clear   enough     to     seize 
a  less  comprehensible,  less  definable  "  The  work  is  one  of   the  most  in- 
work  than  the  great  poem  which  has  valuable  productions,"   Goethe  says 
made  Goethe's  name   forever   illus-  to     Eckermann ;      "I    myself   can 
trious.       The    best     and    soundest  scarcely  be    said   to    have   the    key 
critics,  and  those  who  are  most  deeply  to  it."     It  was  the  work  of  nearly 
acquainted  with  the  genius  of  Goethe,  twenty  years  of  his  life,   was  given 
speak   with  a    concealed    bewilder-  to  the  world   with    vast   solemnity, 
ment  which  is  not  less,  though  it  is  and  has  been  accepted  ever  since  its 
more    amusing,     than    that  of    the  publication  as  an  admirable  parable 
casual  reader.     Mr.  Lewes  himself  is  of  the  highest  class — if  we  only  could 
driven   to  beseech  us  to  relinquish  divine  what  it  meant.     We  confess 
any  attempt  to  discover  the  idea  of  frankly  that  the  meaning  which   is 
the  work,   and    to  "stand    fast  by  so  very  hard  to   discover   seems  to 
history,"  which  would  be  very  rea-  us  scarcely  worth  the  trouble.   The 
sonable,  if  it  were  simply  a  history  Goethe-idolater   who  reads    it   over 
of  Meister,  which  we  were  contem-  and  over  will  doubtless  be  rewarded 
plating.      "The   first    six     books —  for  his  pains;   but  the  man   who  is 
beyond  all  comparison  the  best  and  not  a  worshipper  to  begin  with,  will 
roost    important  —  were     written,"  probably  never  return  to  this    per- 
says  Mr.  Lewes,  "  before  the  journey  plexing   book.      Even  from    Carlyle 
lo  Italy ;  they  were  written  during  we  can  glean  not  much  further    in 
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the  way  of  absolute  enlightenment  five  chapters.  We  have  not  tho 
than  an  enthusiastic  commendation  remotest  idea  what  it  means,  and 
of  the  "  temper  of  mind  '* — that  is,  would  much  rather  not  have  it  ex- 
the  universal  calm,  impartiality,  and  plained  to  us  ;  but  it  is  like  a 
largeness  of  apprehension  displayed  picture  of  Van  Eyck,  or  some  other 
in  the  work — a  temper  which  permits  early  Teutonic'  master — a  group  of 
the  most  diverse  characters  to  display  beings,  half  celestial,  half  peasant^ 
themselves,  each  "  having  justice  like  nothing  earthly,  yet  full  of  the 
done "  to  him,  each  living  "  freely  sweetness  of  the  homely  soil.  We 
in  his  own  element,  in  his  proper  have  no  reason  whatever  to  give  for 
form."  This  is  the  same  quality  this  caprice  of  admiration  ;  and  it 
which  Mr.  Lewes  defends  from  the  may  be,  for  aught  we  know,  rather 
charge  of  immorality,  by  defining  a  disgrace  to  us  than  otherwise ; 
it  as  "a  complete  absence  of  all  but  we  confess  that  in  all  * Meister  ' 
moral  xerdlct  on  the  part  of  the  this  curious  fantastic  picture  is  the 
author."  But  both  critics  take  re-  only  one  which  has  taken  deep  hold 
fuge  finally  in  that  personal  plea  of  our  thoughts,  or  in  the  least 
which  seldom  betokens  much  touched  our  heart, 
strength  of  argument,  Goethe  did  However,  to  return  to  the  one  irre- 
it,  therefore  it  must  be  great,  fragable  base  of  argument :  Goethe 
*'  *  Meister '  is  the  mature  product  of  wrote  this  book,  and  therefore  it 
the  first  genius  of  our  times,  and  must  have  had  a  great  deal  of  mean- 
must,  one  would  think,  be  different-  ing  in  it.  He  lingered  over  it,  in 
in  various  respects  from  the  imma  some  curious  twist  of  his  great 
ture  products  of  geniuses  who  are  intellect,  more  than  he  did  over  any 
far  from  the  first,  and  whose  works  other  work.  *  Faust '  was  a  trifle 
spring  from  the  brain  in  as  many  in  comparison  with  what  *  Meister ' 
weeks  as  Goethe's  cost  him  years."  cost  him.  That  this  is  but  another 
This  is  a  dangerous  kind  of  certainty,  instance  of  the  manifold  mistakes 
The  second  part  of  *  Wilhelm  Mcis-  of  genius,  and  of  the  special  per- 
ter  ' —  his  WandcrjaJire  'or  Travels,  versity  of  this  genius,  we  might 
as  it  is  called  in  the  English  version  venture  to  say,  were  the  poet  any 
— is  still  more  profoundly  bewilder-  one  but  Goethe,  who  has  the  special 
ing.  The  processions  of  misty  fig-  privilege  of  possessing  still  a  body- 
ures  that  wind  in  endless  obscurity  guard  ready  to  repel  any  attack, 
through  it,  defy  at  once  the  intellect  But  that  the  demigod  had  this  per- 
and  the  memory,  and  the  mysteri-  versity  is  evident  enough.  When 
ous  education  which  goes  on  in  the  we  read  that  in  Rome  his  whole 
"pedagogic  Province"  under  the  mind  was  occupied  with  study  of 
superintendence  of  "  the  Chief  of  the  structure  of  plants — an  uives- 
the  Three,"  reaches  to  a  height  tigation  which  surely  would  have 
of  mysticism  quite  beyond  our  been  more  appropriate  to  the  Garten- 
reach.  Such  knowledge  is  too  haus  at  Weimar — and  that  during 
high  for  us.  Yet  there  are  the  French  campaign,  in  which  he 
lovely  pictures  in  this  wildest  and  accompanied  his  Duke,  he  was  ab- 
strangest  little  volume  ;  and  a  kind  sorbed  in  a  theory  of  colors — -the 
of  ineffable  unmeaningness,  as  of  a  reader  cannot  but  feel  that  either  a 
purpose  which  has  quite  overshot  wilful  abstraction  of  his  great  facul- 
its  mark,  attracts  us  somehow  to  tics  from  the  more  important  matters 
the  quaint,  beautiful  picture  of  the  under  his  eye,  or  an  almost  childish 
Holy   Family   in   the    first  four  or  waywardness   of  imagination,  must 
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have  been  the  cause  of  such  strange  had  in  his  old  age  to  groan  under 
aberration.  A  small  man,  who  had  the  bond,  unlegalised,  but  strong  as 
l)een  seized  by  such  fantastic  philo-  habit  and  his  own  weakness  made  it, 
Sophies,  would  either  have  con-  to  a  coarse  and  intemperate  com- 
cealed  them  sedulously,  or  would  panion,  whom  he  could  neither  mend 
have  been  characterised,  senza  com-  nor  get  free  from.  He  married 
jjlimenti,  as  a  fool.  But  it  was  part  her  finally,  which  was  well,  but  did 
of  the  great  Goethe's  instinct  to  not  alter  the  character  of  his  suffer- 
follow  his  own  intuitions  where-  ings,  in  which,  recollecting  the  cx- 
ever  they  led  him,  without  shame  periences  of  his  past  life,  the  vindic- 
or  self-explanation.  tive  reader  will  feel  a  certain  satis- 

We    need    not   dwell  upon    such    faction    as    of  poetic    justice.     Cer- 
productions    as    the  *  elective  affini-    tainly,  unless  the  rules  of  morals  and 
ties,' — the     Waliltenrandtschaften —    of  feeling  are  abrogated  by  a  man's 
the  monument  of  a  last  love,  which    greatness,  which  we  do  not  hold  to 
seized  him  when  he  was  sixty,  and    be  the  case,  Goethe  richly  deserved 
at  length    married,  for  a  pretty  girl    to  have  a  fat  and  intemperate  terma- 
in  her  teens,  who  was  sent  back  to    gant  saddled  upon  him  in  the  latter 
school  by  way  of  putting  an  end  to    part  of  nis  life, 
the  uncomfortable  romance.       This        That  life    ended   most  tranquilly, 
story  relates  how  a  husband  and  wife    among  such  honours  as  have  fallen 
fell  in  love  with  their  two  visitors,    to  few  men.     He  lived  so  long  that 
and  all  the  delicate  conflict  of  senti-    his  fame  went  to  the  ends   of    the 
ment  that  ensued  as  to  whether  the    earth,    and    brought   him  universal 
four  lovers  were  to  be  made  happy    worship.      From     all    the    different 
or  not     Mr.  Lewes   ingeniously  as-    points  of  the  compass  idolaters  came 
sures   us  that,  ''taking  life  as  it  is,    to  bow  before  his  shrine;  and  these 
not  as  it  ought  to  be,  this  situation    not  common  idolaters.     In    intellec- 
may  be  considered  as  terribly  true,     tual     Germany    he   ruled    supreme, 
and,  although  tragic,  by  no    means    though    he  was  not   a    political    or 
immoral " — an  opinion,  however,    so    patriotic  German,  and  took  but  little 
little  agreed  in  by  the  English  public    interest  i^  the  national  cause.     His 
at    least,    that    the  '  Wahlverwandt-    indiffcrende,  indeed,  to  public  events 
schaf  ten  '  is  the  only  important  one    must  have  reached  the  length  of  affec- 
of    Goethe's  works   which  remains    tation,  as  we  find  him  in  August  1880 
untranslated.      We  have  said  that  by    commenting  upon  the  "eruption  of 
this  time  Goethe  was  at  last  married,    the  volcano  "   in  Paris,  meaning  not 
an  event  which  did    not    occur  till    the  Revolution,  news  of  which  had 
nearly  twenty  years  after  the  begin-    just  arrived,  but  a  discussion  in  the 
ning  of  his    connection  with   Chris-    Academy  between  Cuvier  and  Geof- 
tiane    Vulpius,  the   mother    of    his    frey  St.  Ililaire ! — surely  a  ridiculous 
children,  who  only  then  became  his    piece  of  pretence,  which  it  is  impos- 
wife.     The  incident  is   not   so  plea-    sible  to  account  for  otherwise  than 
sant  that  we  should  dwell  upon  it ;    by  the  perversity  already  referred  to, 
but  it  is  curious  as  illustrating  the    or  such  a  petty  determination  to  be 
often-illustrated  theory  of  the  weight    superior  as  it  is  painful  to   connect 
of   bondage   which    men    avowedly    with    the   memory  of   a  great  man. 
dreading  the  yoke  of  marriage  bring    His  way  to  the  grave  was  as   plea- 
upon   themselves   by  other   connec-    sant,  as  gradual,  as  softly  carpeted 
tions.      Goethe,  who  had  taken  the    with  mosses  and    flowers,    as    ever 
bloom  off  so  many  young  existences,    beguiled    human     footstep  onward. 
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Weimar  became  famous  through  the  at  more  widely  different  estimations 
world  b)'  his  means.  It  was  no  than  any  other  man  of  his  time.  If 
longer  known  as  a  little  ducal  Resi-  we  cannot  allow,  with  Carlyle,  that 
denz,  or  the  capital  of  a  tiny  pro-  ho  and  the  first  Napoleon  were  the 
vince,  but  as  the  temple  in  which  two  greatest  men  of  their  day,  it 
was  adored  the  greatest  poet  of  must  at  least  be  conceded  by  the  least 
his  age.  There,  surrounded  by  willing  that  his  infiuence  spread 
his  friends  and  children,  he  died,  more  widely,  and,  we  may  say,-  has 
His  companions  were  mostly  gone  lasted  longer,  than  that  of  any  other 
before  him.  Puke  and  duchess  modern  member  of  the  great  brother- 
and  brother  poet  had  been  swept  hood  of  poets.  He  did  mucli,  and  he 
away  into  the  unseen^  and  another  suggested  much.  He  set  minds  as 
generation  had  taken  their  place  ;  great  as  his  own  going  with  a  touch 
but  it  was  a  generation  which,  from  of  his  finger.  And  he  was  infinitely 
their  earliest  breath,  had  been  trained  fortunate  in  catching  exactly  the 
to  adore  G^the.  He  was  eighty-  right  moment  and  the  right  subject 
two  when  the  end  came.  He  died  to  move  the  world  withal.  His 
an  ideal  death,  with  as  small  an  fame  and  his  nature  were  both  pro- 
amount  of  suffering  as  was  inevitable,  foundly  national ;  and  though  his 
and  with  no  consciousness  of  the  ap-  patriotism  was  dull,  he  had  perhaps 
proaching  conclusion.  The  last  words  more  to  do  than  any  of  his  contem- 
he  uttered  in  this  world  were  **  More  poraries  with  the  creation  of  that 
light !" — words  most  touchingly  sym-  national  sentiment  without  which  no 
bolical,  though  ho  meant  it  not.  His  country  can  ever  bo  great.  In  every 
life  had  been  exceptionally  prosper-  way,  therefore,  the  effects  which 
ous,  calm,  and  without  anxiety.  All  he  meant  to  produce  were  increased 
he  had  wished  for  had  fallen  into  his  and  magnified  by  effects  which  he 
liands,  and  a  long  and  mellow  even-  did  not  mean  to  produce — reflections 
ing  of  repose  had  followed  upon  the  and  impulses  which  he  threw  off 
brip:ht  and  busy  and  lingering  day.  almost  without  knowing.  There  can 
Thus  lived  and  laboured  and  died  be  no  better  applause  given  to 
a  man  who  has,  perhaps,  been  classed  human  greatness. 
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CHAPTER  XLII. — RETURNS  OF  TUB  RILLED  AND  WOUNDED. 

A  FEW  days  of  rest  and  quiet  at  off  in  that  gale  the  other  day.     Papa 

Squire  Drew's,  under  his  daughter's  will  have  to  go   into  the  Gazette  if 

watchful  nursing  and  care,  sufficed  to  this  sort  of  thing  lasts." 

restore  my  little  wife  from  the  imme-  "  It's  all  very  well  to  laugh,  Miss," 

diate  effects  of  her  fall,  and  we  now  rejoined   the     Squire    ruefully,    but 

moved  on  to  Leatherby  (again  thrown  his  eye  twinkling   behind  his  spec- 

into  a  state  of  wild  excitement  by  tacles  ;"  but  these  are  hard  times  for 

the  passage  through  of  the  troops  us  poor  farmers.     We  have  never 

on  their  return  from  the  manoeuvres),  had  a  really  good  year  since   forty- 

where  I  left  her  and  Sybil  for  a  time  six,     and     things    grow  worse  and 

in   charge  of  Aunt  Emily,  while  I  worse."                                          4 

returned    to    my  official    duties    in  "  You  dear  old  papa,  to  hear  you 

town.     For  both  Bracton  and  Tre-  talk  one  might  suppose  you    lived 

gart  claimed  their    holiday  ;     Lord  by  what  you   can  make   out  of  the 

Stowe    had    gone    off  to  join  Lady  home-farm.      But  it  is    no  use    to 

Sophia  and  the  rest  of  his  girls  in  pretend  to  be   poor,  because  every- 

Switzerland  ;     and     some    one  was  body  knows  that  you  are  rolling  in 

wanted  to  represent  the  depai'tment  money.      Anyhow,    the    piano   is   a 

and    sign   the   routine   letters     that  promise ;  but  there  are  ever  so  many 

issued  from  the  office.  things  to  be  got  besides,  to  make  tho 

"Next   time  you   come    you   will  house  look  decent  before  the  Wests 

be  quite  well  and  strong,  dear,"  said  pay  us  their  next  visit ;   so   you  will 

our  young  hostess  to  Eva  at  parting ;  have   to   spend   I   don't    know  how 

'*and   then  we   shall  be  able  to  go  much  money." 

about    in   the   woods  together,  and  And  so  saying,  Mary  patted  her 

have  plenty  of  music  of  an  evening,  father's  cheek  with  her  hands,  and 

But  there  would  have  been  no  use  gave  him  a  kiss. 

in  trying  to  play  on  this  old  piano  ;  *'  And  you  shall  choose  the  piano 

it  is  a  regular  tin-kettle.     However,  yourself  when  you  come  to  us  in  tho 

by  the  time  you  pay  your  real  visit,  spring,  Mary  dear." 

papa  will   have    got  me    the    new  "  Ah,  well,"  said  the  Squire,  smil- 

one."  ing,   *'it  is  well   I   have    only   one 

*^Wo  must  see  how  the  crops  turn  extravagant  child  instead  of  half-a- 

out,  my  dear,"  said  the  Squire,  ^'  be-  dozen.     We  must  see  how  the  cider 

fore  we   talk   about   buying  pianos,  turns  out." 

Some  of  the  potatoes  down  in  the  Although   temporarily   in    charge 

eight-acre  look  very  queer  ;    and  as  of  the  department,  there  was  not  at 

for  corn,  it  is  so  down  this  year,  but  this  time  much  business  for  any  one 

for   these  troops    coming    here  we  to    do,    and    the    dead    dulness    of 

should  not  have  been  able  to  get  a  London  in  early  October  was  only 

price  for  it  at  all.     As  lief  give  it  to  faintly  disturbed    by  a    discussion 

the  pigs  as  take  it  into  Leatherby  got  up  in  the  newspapers    on   tho 

market  nowadays. '  question  whether  or  not    tho    late 

"  A  terrible^state  of  things,"   said  manoeuvres    had    been     a    success. 

Mary,   gravely  ;    "  and   there  was  a  The  accounts   furnished  at  the  timo 

great  bough  of  an  apple-tree  broken  had  hardly   settled  the  point    con- 
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clusively.  The  special  correspond-  for  overworking  the  soldiers,  several 
cnt  of  the  Dud  had  indeed  sup-  of  whom  assured  our  correspondent 
plied  a  good  many  dozen  columns  personally  that  they  were  very 
of  his  usual  graphic  descriptions,  in  tired  ;  the  militia  were  even  better 
which  there  was  a  great  deal  about  disciplined  than  the  regulars  ;  the 
the  glinting  of  steel  cuirasses  ;  how  militia  were  a  lot  of  roughs.  And 
Colonel  Leitwayte  galloped  at  the  so  on.  These  criticisms,  if  not  unan- 
hcad  of  his  regiment  as  if  riding  to  imous,  being  delivered  with  the 
hounds  ;  how  the  Guards  marched  undoubting  tone  of  real  infallibility, 
past  like  a  wall  ;  how  Old  Nick's  brought  home  the  manoeuvres  to 
Brigade  (a  playful  appellation  be-  every  Englishman's  breakfast-table 
stowed  on  the  London  Attorney  in  thoroughly  vivid  fashion,  al- 
Voiunteers)  were  very  well  received  though  possibly  leaving  him  some- 
by  the  public  as  they  passed  the  what  hazy  as  to  the  general  results  ; 
salu ting-flag  ;  and  how  the  various  while  the  unfortunate  generals  who 
foreign  officers  collectively  gave  the  were  the  principal  victims  of  the 
distinguished  correspondent  their  operation,  bewildered  by  the  con- 
confidential  opinion  about  the  whole  flicting  advice  showered  on  them, 
affair.  But  it  was  not  all  mere  word-  and  stung  by  the  minute  and  de- 
painting  of  this  high  character,  tailed  criticisms  to  which  every 
There  was  also  criticism.  The  cor-  movement,  almost  every  look,  was 
respondent  of  the  Dial  denounced  exposed,  vowed  they  would  never 
boots  and  breeches,  while  he  of  again  undertake  thu  responsibilities 
the  Eclectic'-  wanted  to  know  why  of  "a  command  in  peace  time.  But 
gaiters  were  not  served  out  One  no  man  can  run  up  four  columns 
critic  said  the  cavalry  were  made  no  of  type  a-day  about  nothing,  unless 
use  of,  another  that  they  were  shame-  he  goes  into  details, 
fully  overworked ;  one  denounced  A  correspondence  which  had 
the  overplus  of  baggage,  another  in-  more  immediate  interest  for  our 
quired  indignantly  why  spare  flan-  estabfishment  was  that  set  agoing, 
ncl  waistcoats  and  greatcoats  were  I  think,  by  my  impulsive  young 
not  carried  for  the  men  to  put  on  friend  O'Hagan,  the  member  for 
when  wet  One  man  said  the  cavalry'  North  Cork,  who,  burning  with  im- 
were  undersized,  another  that  the  patience  to  denounce  the  shortcom- 
horses  were  overweighted.  One  ings  of  the  Control  Department, 
oracle  said  we  ought  to  copy  the  could  not  wait  the  assembly  of 
Prussians,  and  have  nothing  but  "  pahrlemint,"  as  he  called  it,  but 
cuirassiers  and  uhlans  ;  another,  fired  off  a  pathetic  letter  to  the  Dial, 
that  heavy  dragoons  were  obsolete,  which,  under  the  signature  of  "  A 
and  that  our  cavalry  ought  to  be  w^andering  M.P.,"  recounted  how  the 
made  up  of  men  of  the  jockey  class,  gallant  three  hundred  narrowly  es- 
riding  on  hunting-saddles,  and  with  caped  starving  at  Minton,  and  ended 
no  calves  to  speak  of.  And  so  on.  by  saying  that  the  writer  denounced 
The  criticisms  on  the  manoeuvres  the  whole  proceeding.  Nor  was  it 
were,  of  course,  still  more  precise  diflScult  to  detect  in  the  replies  of 
and  unanimous.  The  troops  were  **A  veteran  Officer"  the  involved 
too  slow — and  too  quick  ;  the  ca-  and  hazy  style  of  my  friend  Bur- 
valry  was  too  far  ahead— and  was  ley,  who,  passing  h^  the  question 
made  no  use  of  ;  a  general  who  wnether  or  not  the  Control  Depart- 
haltcd  for  a  day  was  denounced  for  ment  had  succeeded  in  feeding  the 
wasting  precious  time  ;  another  who  handful  of  troops  engaged  on  the 
inarched  twenty  miles  was  hauled  up  downs,  cited  two  columns  of  figures 
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lo  show  that  the  department,  since  .31  per  cent  received    their  rations 
the  present  head  had  been  in  charjj;o  witliout  their  forage  ;  .18   per   cent 
of  it,  had   ctFected  a  saving  in  the  received  forage  but  no  rations  ;  and 
public  expenditure  of  £77,082,   15s.  only  .019  per  cent  got  neither  one 
4d.,  a  calculation  ingeniously  made  nor  the  other.     These  facts,  it  was 
out  by  adding  up  all  the  items  of  held    by    the    department,    conclu- 
the  army  estimates  in  which  there  sively   i)roved   the   elliciency  of  the 
had  been   a  reduction,  and  leaving  system,    regard    being    had   to   the 
out  all  those  in  which   there  had  novel    character    of    the  operations 
been  an  increase.      I5y  aid  of  these  and  the  difficulties  of  the  ground, 
diversions,  and   by   dint  of  calling  and    were    deemed    to     constitute 
for  returns  and  tabular  statements  abundant  evidence  of  tlio  elasticity 
on  every  possible  subject  that  bore  of  the  system,  and  a  crushing  reply 
directly  or  indirectly  on  the  manoeu-  to  all   cavillers.     This   last  remark 
vres,  the  office  managed  to  pass  the  was  meant  for  a  hit  at  the  P.  (J.,  as 
time  very  agieeably  until  the  autumn  the  official  was  styled  who  held  the 
was  well  advanced,  and  the  members  office  I  had  now  the  honour  to  tilL 
of  the  (Jovernment  began  to  return  However,    while   the   press    were 
to  town.     There  was  one  return  in  engjiged    in    a  lively   discussion   of 
particular,   concocted   by   the  joint  these  interesting  figures,  public  at- 
efforts  of  Tnibbell  Soame,  Meddell,  teution  was  suddenly  diverted  by  a 
and     M^Muddcll,      under     Ihirley's  thrilling  triple  njurder  in  JSermond- 
general     superintendence,     and     to  sey ;    where  an  unfortimato  weaver 
compile   which  the  whole  Movable-  under     the    influence    of    fUliriiim 
Store-E.xamination   and    Daily-Price-  tremcun  killed  his  grandmother  and 
Current    branches    were    taken   off  two   aunts,   and   then   tried   to  kill 
their  pro])er  duties  for  a  fortnight,  himself, — so  that  the  interest  about 
and  which  drove  the  executive  j)art  the  manceuvres  gradually  died  away. 
of  the   Control    Department   nearly  An    attempt    was    indeeil   made  to 
crazy   in   the   supply    of    data    for  revive   it  at  the   Royal  Army  and 
comjiiling  it.     This  little  document.  Navy  Institute,  where  Hurley  read 
which   gave   in   a   tabular  form   all  a  pai)er,  introducing  to  the  profes- 
statistics  relating  to  the  supply  of  siori  the  new  game  called  the  "  Rrod- 
food  during  the  manamvres,  had  a  und-Fleisch  Spiel."     This  novel  and 
hundred   and  twenty  columns    one  ingenious  game  was  played  with  a 
way,  and  a  hundred  and  eighty-four  large  map,  and  a  box  of  tin    toys 
the  other,  and  measured  seven  feet  representing  the    waggons    of    two 
long  by  eight  feet   six  wide  ;    and  o]>posing  armies,  which   were  man- 
many    a    happy    hour    did    liurlcy  ipulate(l     by     two     olKcers    of    the 
spend    over    it,    lying    full    length  Control     Department,     the     object 
on   the   floor,  pencil  and   note-book  being  to  practise  them   in   furnish- 
in  hand,   much  as    Nai)oleon    was  ing    supplies    to    the    army,    while 
supposed  to  study  his  maps  before  a  certain   amount  of  dice-tlirowing 
entering  on  a  campaign.      And   the  was    introduced    to    represent    the 
result  was  worth  the  labour.     For  the  chances  of  war.     Thus,  if  one  side 
general  average  which  Hurley  com-  threw  sixes,  that  stood  for  '*all  the 
piled  from  the  chart  brought  out  the  mills  in  the  enemy's  country  blown 
important  facts  that  .827  per  cent  of  up,"  so  the  ojjposing  controller  had 
the  carriage  engaged  at  the  mana'U-  to  bring  up  all  his   flour   from   the 
vres  did  not  break  down;  that  .57  rear;  fives  counted  for '*  bail  roads,** 
per    cent    of    the    troo])s    had  re-  when  rine-fifth  of  the  wnggons  were 
ceived  their  rations  regularly  ;    that  withdrawn  as  broken  down, — and  so 
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on.  The  umpire  decided  what  dif-  was  to  ask  them;  and  this  little 
ference  this  loss  would  make  in  the  stroke  was  much  relished  on  our  side 
available  supply  of  provisions ;  and  of  the  office,  because  the  Offending 
for  every  period  of  twenty -four  hours  party  belonged  to  the  S.  G.  Branch, 
passed  by  the  troops  without  food  which  had  condoned  the  offence, 
a  thousand  metallic  warriors  were  Another  ingenious  retrenchment  was 
struck  ofi'  the  roll.  The  side  which,  that  against  an  officer  for  his  second- 
after  the  end  of  a  certain  time,  had  class  fare  on  a  railway  journey.  In 
the  largest  number  of  tin  survivors,  vain  did  the  officer  protest  that  his 
was  deemed  to  have  won  the  game,  journey  was  made  under  proper  au- 
Burley  was  of  opinion  that  by  this  thority.  That  was  not  the  point :  our 
ingenious  diversion  a  controller  objection  was,  that  there  was  no 
might  be  trained  up  to  any  pitch  authority  to  travel  second-class ;  if  he 
of  efficiency,  without  any  money  travelled  at  all,  he  should  have  gone 
being  wasted  in  actual  practice ;  and  first-class.  However,  wo  gave  in 
the  game  was  thought  so  highly  eventually.  But  perhaps  the  neat- 
of  that  it  was  determined  to  make  est  case  of  all  was  that  of  the  cask 
it  one  of  the  subjects  to  be  taken  of  rum  which,  having  been  damaged 
up  at  the  competitive  examination  by  an  upset  on  the  moor,  was  sold 
for  admission  to  the  department ;  by  auction  at  the  nearest  village, 
whereupon  all  the  cramming  masters  The  officer  concerned  got  into  a 
who  prepared  candidates  for  this  scrape,  .in  the  first  instance,  for  not 
test  advertised  that  the  pupils  at  having  collected  the  fluid  in  spare 
their  establishment  would  be  pro-  casks,  and  sent  it  back  to  London, 
vided  with  boxes  of  the  Brod-und-  where,  as  Meddell  and  Trubbell 
Flcisch  Spiel  free  of  charge.  Soame  both  remarked  in  their  min- 
While  the  S.  G.  and  his  branch  utes  on  the  subject,  there  would 
were  engaged  in  these  enlivening  have  been  a,  much  better  market  for 
pursuits,  my  part  of  the  office  was  the  article.  But  that  was  an  ad- 
occupicd  in  the  humble  but  per-  ministrative  question  with  which 
haps  more  congenial  duty  of  audit-  we  had  no  concern.  The  point  to 
ing  the  accounts  of  the  manoeuvre  which  our  branch  took  exception 
disbursements ;  and  O' Verduit,  the  was,  that  there;  was  ilo  voucher  for 
most  rising  official  among  the  P.  G.'s,  the  receipt  of  the  money  realised 
feeling,  perhaps,  that  we  had  been  by  the  sale.  Not  quite  understand- 
rather  left  out  in  the  cold  all  this  ing  myself  where  the  difficulty  lay, 
time,  was  unusually  active  in  his  when  the  case  came  before  me  I 
audits,  fen'eting  out  irregularities  sent  for  Rueteen,  the  head-clerk, 
right  and  left,  and  coming  down  in  "  Mr.  Rueteen,  I  don't  quite  see 
splendid  style  on  the  men  who  had  the  force  of  your  objection  to  this 
made  emergent  disbursements  with-  item  ?  " 

out  going  through  the  regular  forms.  "  There  are   two   objections,   sir," 

Rather  a  neat  thing  in  this  way  was  said  Mr.  Rueteen  ;  "  in  the  first  place, 

the   disallow:  T  re   of  the  charge  for  Mr.  Commissary  Twozellus  has  laid 

mending  a  t^i  t  at  a  village  smithy,  himself   open   to  animadversion    by 

instead  of  sending  it  to  the  nearest  receiving  this  money  without  autho- 

field  depot.     The  retrenched  officer  rity ;  but  I  waive  that :  the  point  I 

asked   how  could   the   cart  be  sent  take  exception  to  is,  that  there  is  no 

on  when   it  had  broken  down ;  but  sufficient  evidence  of  receipt  of  the 

as  O'V.  truly  observed,    it  was  no  money  to  satisfy  the  Audit  Depart- 

business   of    our  department  to  an-  ment." 

swer  questions — all  we    had  to    do  "  But  he  acknowledges  the  receipt 
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of  the  money  in  his  own  cash  ac-  all,"  replied  my  venerable  friend  ; 
count  I  What  better  evidence  can  "but  I  have  always  held,  and  still 
you  possibly  want  ?  Surely  he  do  hold,  that  when  money  is  re- 
would  not  have  done  so  if  he  had  ccived  on  behalf  of  the  Secretary 
not  really  got  it  ? "  of  State,   an    independent  voucher 

**  It  has  always  been  held  by  the  should  be  recorded  in  proof  of  the 

Audit Dcpartment,"said Mr.  Rueteen,  transaction." 

solemnly,  **and  I  hold  the  principle  Eventually,  if  I  recollect  rightly, 
to  1)0  a  thoroughly  sound  one,  that  this  little  case  was  amicably  adjust- 
when  money  is  received  on  behalf  cd ;  but  I  felt  that  I  had  lost  ground 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  there  in  Mr.  Rueteen's  estimation,  as  in 
should  be  at  least  one  independent  that  of  the  oflSce  generally,  by  my 
voucher  in  support  of  the  item."  laxity  of  sentiments. 

"But  what   better    voucher    can  But  my   attention  was  just  now 

you  possibly  have  than  the   recciv-  temporarily  diverted  from  these  in- 

ing  officer's    own    acknowledgment  teresting  matters  by  more  mundane 

for  the  money  ?  "  affairs.     It  only  wanted  a  couple  of 

*'  But  the    radical    principles    of  weeks  to  the  time  fixed  for  Sybil's 

audit,  sir,  assume  that  there  should  departure,  when  the  decisive  letter 

be  a  correspondence  of  independent  arrived    which    was    to    determine 

vouchers."                      .  whether  she  might  stay  with   us  or 

"  Precisely  so ;    and  if  an  officer  must  go  out  to  India ;  for  of  course 

pays  money  away,  of  course  you  re-  Mrs.  Barton  did  not  telegraph  her 

quire  the  receipt  of  the  party  who  reply  to  our  applicatioa,  although  sho 

has  been  paid ;  but  you  can't  expect  wrote  by  return  of  post     The  reply 

the  buyer  in  this  case  to  surrender  was  what  I  expected.     Her  mother 

the  receipt  which  has  been  supplied  and  "  Joe"  were  longing  to  see  their 

to  him."  dear  child,  whose  coming  had  already 

Mr.  Rueteen    was    silent    for    a  been   delayed  a  year    longer    than 

minute,   looking  mild,  but  firm,  as  usual,   all  her  sisters  having  gone 

much  as  to  say,  "  Your  position  here  out    when     they    were     eighteen, 

requires  that  I  should  treat  you  with  Moreover,  it  would  be  better  to  pay 

respect,  but  I  am  aware  that  it  is  for  the  passage  while  the  money  was 

hopeless  to    make  you    understand  to  bo  got,  for  there  was  no  saying 

these  things ;    you    are    altogether  where  it  was  •  to  come  from  by-and- 

too    young  and    inexperienced."     I  by,  now  that  Joe  insisted  on  taking 

went  on.  leave  to  the  hills  every  season,  and 

"It  seems  to  be  overlooked,  Mr.  sacrificing  half  his  salary;  so  she 
Rueteen,  that  the  Commissary  is  in  enclosed  a  remittance  for  the  passage- 
fact  his  own  auditor  in  this  case,  money,  and  begged  that  I  would 
For  if  he  had  not  reported  the  sale  arrange  to  send  darling  Sybil  out 
of  the  rum,  we  should  have  known  by  the  first  steamer  for  which  an 
nothing  about  it.  It  seems  rather  escort  could  be  found, 
hard  upon  him,  that  when  we  trust  It  so  happened  that  our  Kissengen 
him  so  far,  we  should  not  take  his  acquaintance,  Mrs.  Featherstone,  was 
word  when  he  says  he  has  received  about  to  start  in  a  fortnight,  accom- 
the  money.  Suppose  he  had  omit-  panying  her  husband  bacK  to  India, 
ted  to  credit  the  sales  altogether,  wo  on  the  expiration  of  his  furlough,  with 
should  have  been  none  the  wiser,  her  two  daughters.  For  the  last  ton 
AVhat  would  you  have  done  then  ?  "  years  the  family  had  been  divided, 

"  The  matter  would  possibly  in  Mrs.  Featherstone  presiding  over  the 

that  case  have  not  come  before  us  at  household  at  Brighton,  and  her  bus- 
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band  furnishing  from  India  the  re-  after  she  was  gone.  Thus  spake  the 
mittances  which  kept  the  establish-  poor  old  lady,  sorrowful  but  resigned, 
ment  going,  and  renewing  his  ac-  as  I  handed  her  into  the  cab  which 
quaintance  with  the  members  of  it  conveyed  her  to  the  lodgings  where 
by  an  occasional  run  home.  Lat-  she  was  to  pass  the  night,  going  down 
terly  they  had  become  quite  united  the  next  morning  to  her  native  Scot- 
again,  Mr.  Featherstone  having  been  tish  village,  to  spend  there  the  rest 
enjoying  a  two  years'  furlough,  on  of  her  solitary  days,  finding  peace 
the  expiration  of  which  it  had  been  of  mind  in  the  consciousness  of  self- 
arranged  that  his  wife  and  daugh-  sacrifice  and  the  prosperity  of  her 
ters    should    return    with    him    to  two  children. 

India,  the  house  in  Brighton  being  Eva  came  up  to  town  with  Sybil 
disposed  of,  and  the  boys  placed  in  for  the  last  fortnight  which  the  lat- 
charge  of  a  gentleman  and  his  wife  ter  had  to  spend  in  England,  and 
who  make  the  care  of  Indian  children  the  next  day  after  their  arrival  Tom 
their  peculiar  study.  The  voyagers  Strickland  paid  them  a  long  visit ; 
now  kindly  proposed  that  Sybil  and  when  I  came  home  from  office, 
should  join  their  party  at  South-  the  three  were  engaged  in  singing 
ampton,  whither  I  accompanied  her  trios  —  the  gentleman  playing  the 
on  the  day  fixed  for  the  sailing  of  accompaniment,  and  the  sisters 
the  steamer.  standing  one  on  each  side  of  the 
The  same  steamer  carried  b"ack  my  piano — an  amusement  resumed  after 
friend  Brodie  of  the  Public  Works  dinner,  which,  by  the  way,  was  not 
service,  accompanied  by  his  sister,  more  than  half  an  hour  late  on  this 
Miss  Brodie,  whose  magnificent  occasion.  There  must  be  something 
head  of  hair  (which  had  attained  a  in  this,  I  thought  A  man  like 
prodigious  development  since  our  Strickland,  who  professes  to  be  in 
last  meeting)  gave  her  a  quite  juve-  a  state  of  perpetual  boredom  in 
nile  appearance,  explained  to  us  that  every  sort  of  society,  would  never 
she  had  been  persuaded  by  Jamie  into  show  himself  so  ready  to  devote  a 
paying  India  a  short  visit,  but  she  whole  evening  to  a  young  lady  if 
was  sure  nothing  would  induce  her  to  there  was  not  special  attraction, 
stop  for  more  than  a  year  in  such  a  Not  that  his  manner  expressed  any 
horrid  country ;  she  had  certainly  particular  tenderness  of  feeling,  and 
made  sufficient  provision  for  her  he  did  not  appear  to  be  more  atten- 
brief  visit  in  the  shape  of  a  piano,  and  tive  to  one  sister  than  the  other ; 
a  general  outfit  comprised  in  about  but  that  might  be  easily  explained, 
ten  large  packing-cases.  Poor  Mrs.  A  man  like  Strickland,  bordering 
Brodie,  with  whom  I  ti*avelled  back  on  middle  age,  would  not  show  his 
to  town,  for  her  part  evidently  re-  feelings  like  younger  fellows.  The 
garded  the  parting  as  a  Ifinal  one ;  only  thing  that  distinctly  bore  on 
but  slic  was  full  of  her  son's  good-  the  point  was  a  remark  he  threw 
ncss  and  liberality,  and  her  hopes  out  during  dinner,  that  he  would  like 
for  a  happy  future  for  Jesse  in  to  go  to  India,  only  that  Guardsmen 
India.'  There  was  no  opening  for  were  practically  prevented  from  ex- 
girls  in  their  quiet  Scottish  home,  changing.  And  as  I  sat  in  a  comer 
she  said ;  the  little  town  was  full  of  while  the  music  was  renewed  after 
old  maids  already.  She  was  old  dinner,  I  speculated  on  the  course 
herself;  and  although  it  would  be  things  would  take  if  he  did  actu- 
'  lonely  work  living  without  her  dear  ally  make  Sybil  an  offer.  Should 
girl,  better  so  than  that  her  girl  I  bo  justified  in  detaining  her  in 
should  be  left  alone  in   the  world  England,    pending    consent    of   her 


704  A  True  JSeformer.—Part  X  [Dec 

parents  to  the  marriage  ?     No ;    it  us,  no  declaration  was  made,  and, 

would  clearly  be  better  in  such  case  indeed,   no   parting  ever  came   off, 

that  he  should  follow  her  to  India,  for  he   was   summoned  to   a  court- 

and   bring   his    bride    back.       This  martial   at   Windsor  a   day   or  two 

would  be  a  test  of  the  strength  of  before  Eva  and  I  started  for  bouth- 

his  feelings.     It  would  be  strange,  ampton.       Nor  could  I  guess  from 

too,  if  a  man  of  his  age  and  temper-  her  manner  what  her  feelings  were 

ament  were  caught  by  a  young  girl ;  in  the  matter.     The  poor  child  wept 

for  Sybil,  although  so  tall  and  wo-  bitterly  when   she  left   Leatherby, 

manly-looking,    was   still    almost    a  before    coming  to    town,  at  parting 

child  in  mind.     To  this  speculation  with  her  aunts  ;  and  the  two  sisters 

succeeded  doubts  about  the   suita-  took   leave  of    each    other    in    the 

bility   of    such   a  marriage.     Good-  house  by  Queen\s  Gate  with  mutual 

tempered  and  good-natured  as  were  tears ;  but  by  the  time  we  reached 

both   Strickland  and    my    sister-ln-  Southampton      she    had    recovered 

law,    there   was   hardly    any    other  from  her  sorrow,  and  in  the  bustle 

point    of      aflBnity     between     this  of    embarkation    on    the    stean^er's 

hard-headed   sarcastic   man   of    the  crowded  deck,  amid  the  excitement 

world      and      the     simple  -  minded  of  the  scene  and  greetings  from  her 

Sybil      But  all  these   speculations  friends,   she   seemed   quite   in   high 

proved  baseless  ;  for  although  Strick-  spirits.     Poor  child !    another,  home 

land,   before   leaving,   made   an   ap-  awaited*  her   beyond    the    sea,    and 

pointment   to   escort  the  ladies  the  the  unknown  and   indefinite  future 

next  day  to  the  city,  and  he  paid  lay   before  her,  a   prospect   for  the 

frequent  visits  to  the  house  during  young  always  full  of  charms, 
the  fortnight  that  Sybil  stayed  with 

CHAPTER     XLHI. VIRTUE     REWARDED. 

It  was  not  many  weeks  after  the  Paymaster-Generalship  —  antici- 
Sybil's  departure,  and  our  establish-  pating  his  prediction  of  my  political 
ment  in  Pall  Mall  was  peacefully  success  by  a  dozen  years ;  and  so, 
engaged  in  its  usual  routine,  undis-  although  we  belonged  to  the  same 
turbed  save  by  the  mild  periodic  oflBce,  we  rather  avoided  each  other, 
excitement  of  framing  the  annual  a  thing  easy  to  do,  as  our  work  lay 
estimates,  while  I  regarded  my  own  in  different  lines.  But  we  occasion- 
state  of  mind  with  a  sort  of  lazy  ally  met  at  the  Union  Jack,  and  on 
wonder,  as  I  found  myself*  gradually  this  occasion  my  gallant  friend  came 
subsiding  into  an  easy-going  official  across  the  coffee-room  to  the  table 
hack,  the  grand  visions  of  my  day-  at  which  i  was  lunching,  evidently 
dreams  all  unfulfilled,  and  even  the  with  the  object  of  telling  me  some- 
sense  of  uneasiness   at  my   official  thing. 

shortcomings  almost  lulled  to  sleep.        The  secret  soon  came  out     "  This 

when  I  was  suddenly  aroused  from  is  a  nice  step  for  Bracton,  isn't  it, 

this  torpid  condition  by  an  interest-  and  quite  in  his  line  too  ?" 
ing  event  Murphy  saw  by  my  look  of  sur- 

My  first  intimation  of  this  came  prise  tnat  his  bolt  had  hit  the  mark, 

from   Colonel    Murphy.     That  able  He  had  the  pleasure  of  being  the 

officer  had  apparently  never   been  first  to  tell  me  that  Bracton  was 

able  to  overcome  his  sense  of  per-  made  President  of    the  Pauperism 

sonal  injury  at  my  appointment  to  Commission — a    piece  of    news    he 
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conveyed    with    an    air    of    conde-  "  I  fancy  I  have  heard  it  already, 
scending   glibness,  as   much   as   to  if  it  is  something  you  are  to  be  con- 
say,  "  You   see  how  little   you  are  gratulated  on." 
thought  of  in  the    office,  although  *  "  How  so  ?    Who  told  you  ?" 
you  are  head  of  a  department,  that  "  Colonel  Murphy,    at  my   club, 
you  arc  not  told  of  these  things."  just  now." 

But  this  was  not  aU  my  friend  "  Ah,  by  the  way,  I  did  give  him 
had  to  say.  There  was  another  dart  a  hint  about  it  this  morning,  when 
to  be  fired  ofl^  which  he  at  once  he  was  in  my  room,  but  I  ought  to 
proceeded  to  discharge.  "  Hanged  have  told  him  it  was  in  confidence, 
if  I  know,  too,  who  they  will  find  Yes,  I  am  going  to  the  Pauperism 
to  put  in  his  place.  Bracton's  a  Commission.  I  should  have  liked 
precious  clever  fellow  ;  and  although  to  stay  on  in  this  shop  very  well, 
this  sort  of  work  wasn't  perhaps  but  I  saw  it  was  no  good  trying  to 
much  in  his  line,  still  he  was  a  dab  do  anything  with  old  Stowe  at  the 
at  moving  the  estimates,  and  that  head  of  it  And  of  course  it  will 
sort  of  thing ;  spoke  well,  too.  The  be  pleasanter  to  be  top-sawyer  again, 
Liberal  party  are  clean  used  up,  in  although  in  a  smaller  department; 
my  opinion — not  a  single. rising  man  and  then  there  is  the  higher  pay, 
among  the  whole  lot.  Lord  Lambs-  which,  as  I  ain't  a  Croesus,  is  an 
wool  would  do,  but  then  you  see  object.  To  be  sure,  my  re-election 
they  must  have  the  Under-Secretary  will  be  a  ticklish  affair  ;  my  respect- 
in  the  Commons  as  long  as  Lord  ed  constituents  are  a  precious  rum 
Stowe  remains  War  Minister.  I  set  of  customers,  and  no  mistake  ; 
expect  they  will  have  to  bring  in  an  and  I  can't  say  I  look  forward  to 
under-secrctary  from  one  of  the  the  pleasure  of  meeting  them  again 
other  departments."  one  bit,   and  that's    a  fact.     They 

Murphy  was,  I  think,  puzzled,  as  can't  understand  that  a   fellow  in 

he   walked    away,   why   I   laughed,  office  ain't  quite  so  free  to  talk  as  ho 

Could    he  have    made  a  bad   shot  ?  was   when   he  was  an  independent 

and  was  it  really  possible  that,  after  member.     They're  always  casting  up 

all,  I   was  behind    the    scenes,  and  what  they  call  my  pledges  in   my 

knew   more  about   the  matter  than  teeth.     Blessed  if  I  ever  give  any 

ho  did  ?      My  ignorance,    however,  pledges    again.       However,    I    shall 

was  in  reality  not  assumed  ;  but  I  make  room  for  you." 

could  not  help  smiling,  partly  at  the  "I  am  not  so  sure  of  that.     At 

obvious  device,  partly  because  Mur-  any  rate  I  have  heard  nothing  about 

phy  appeared  to  fancy  that  his  do-  it,  which   looks  as   if  the  Govern- 

preciation  of  my  claims  might  really  ment  had  other  intentions." 

have  some  effect  in  determining  the  "  Oh,    they   must    appoint  you  ; 

reversion  of  the  vacant  appointment,  there  isn't  a  single  chap  about  the 

A  more  serious  indication  of  the  Government    with    any    claims    to 

tendency  of  opinion  was,  that  Lord  come    in   over   your    head   in    that 

Stowe,  when  he  sent  for  mo  to  his  way,  who  would  care  to  look  at  the 

room  an  hour  later  on  a  small  mat-  post." 

ter  of  business,  made  no  allusion  to  "  Yes ;  but  what  chance  should  I 

the    impending    vacancy.      Bracton  have,  any  more  than  you,  of  doing 

himself  came  into  my  room  shortly  anything  useful,  if  the  head  of  the 

afterward  to   announce  his  prefer-  office  is    not  prepared   to  do  any- 

ment.  thing  ?" 

''  I  have  got  a  piece  of  news  for  "  Oh,  but  the  case  is   different 

you,  West"  You  have  all  the  knowledge  cut  and 
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dried  for  going  ahead  with  ;  whereas 
I  don't  mind  saying  that  I  don't 
know  much  more  about  the  army  now 
than  I  did  when  I  came  here,  and 
what  is  more,  I  don't  find  that  I 
care  much  more  about  it.  No,  no; 
you  can  claim  the  appointment  prac- 
tically, for  they  can't  afford  to  let 
you  go  into  Opposition.  You  have 
got  the  gift  of  the  gab,  you  know, 
and  could  make  yourself  darned  un- 
pleasant in  Opposition,  and  they 
know  it  too." 

"  I  am  afraid  the  appointment 
would  be  unpleasant  to  the  office  in 
any  case.  I  am  not  very  popular 
with  the  heads  of  departments  now, 
and  should  be  still  less  so  as  Under- 
Secretary,  I  fear." 

**  Unpopular  ?  What  does  that 
mutter  ?  So  am  I  always  unpopu- 
lar, and  always  shall  be,  but  I  have 
my  way  notwithstanding,  and  get 
what  1  want  done.  Bless  me,  you 
should  have  seen  what  a  precious 
row  there  was  at  the  Colliery  Board 
when  I  cut  down  the  allowance  of 
red  tape  !  Old  Wregistre,  the  head- 
clerk,  wanted  to  memorialise  the 
Treasury  :  he  said  he  had  been 
forty  years  in  the  service,  and  had 
never  been  stinted  in  red  tape  be- 
fore ;  but  I  stuck  to  my  orders, 
and  put  every  man  jack  of  them 
on  an  allowance  of  twelve  ounces 
a-year,  and  very  soon  heard  no 
more  of  it" 

At  this  point  happily  an  inter- 
ruption occurred  to  our  conver- 
sation, for  this  criticism  of  our 
chief  was  hardly  decorous,  nor  did 
I  accept  the  notion  of  unpopularity 
with  the  philosophical  indifference 
of  my  friend. 


The  settlement  of  the  vacancy 
remained  doubtful  for  some  day8. 
The  Prime  Minister,  as  I  after- 
wards learned,  had  proposed  at 
once  lo  offer  me  the  vacant  ap- 
pointment, but  Lord  Stowe  objected 
on  the  ground  that  I  should  bo 
troublesome.  1  do  not  know  how 
far  the  final  decision  may  have 
been  influenced  by  it,  but  my  old 
friend  the  Overseer,  in  its  weekly 
epigrammatic  summary  of  news, 
while  certifying  that  the  Right 
Honourable  John  Bracton  was  ad- 
vanced from  the  Under-Secretary- 
ship  of  the  War  Department  to 
his  new  appointment,  and  that  the 
paupers  would  now  have  their  turn 
of  flagellation,  added  that  of  course 
the  vacancy  thus  created  would  fall  to 
Captain  West.  That  at  first  promis- 
ing but  latterly  indolent  young  official 
would  now  have  an  opportunity  of 
winning  his  spurs.  However  that 
may  be,  Lord  Stowe  communicated 
to  me  one  day  that  the  Premier  had 
authorised  him  to  invite  me  to  accept 
the  vacant  appointment,  adding,  in 
a  pretty  little  speech,  something 
about  his  satisfaction  at  the  well- 
deserved  advancement  But  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  disguise  one's 
sympathies,  and  my  chief  failed  to 
conceal  the  feeling  that  the  appoint- 
ment was  not  really  to  his  liking. 

To  his  apparent  surprise,  I  asked 
for  time  to  consider  the  proposal, 
and  going  to  my  room  wrote  a  note 
to  Mr.  Merrifield,  requesting  an  in- 
terview. He  invited  me,  in  reply,  to 
breakfast  with  him  the  next  morn- 
ing at  his  house  in  Craven  Square, 
that  being  the  only  time  at  which 
he  was  disengaged. 


CHAPTER    XLV.— DRY    BUT    IMPORTANT. 


The  Minister's  breakfast-hour  was  might  have  been  the  previous  night 

nine,   and  he  always  joined    Lady  — or  morning.     When,  after  it  was 

Elizabeth  and  his  daughter  at  that  concluded,  we  found  ourselves  alone, 

meal,  however  late  bis  engagements  I    opened    the^  conversation.       ^^  1 
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thought  it  would  be  best,"  I  said,     strongly   on  the    subject  would  be 
*'  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  minutes'    better  suited  to  the  post,  if  nothing 
conversation  before  definitely  reply-    is  to  be  done  in  it.     He  would  give 
ing  to  the  offer  you  have  done  me    less  trouble,  and  things  would  run 
the  honour  to  make.     You  may  per-    more  smoothly.    But  I  did  think  and 
haps  remember  the  conversations  we    hope  that  the  Government  would  be 
had  about  army  reform  while  down    glad  of  an  opportunity  of  gaining  the  * 
at   Arrowdown.      It  will  be  pretty    credit   to  be   got  by  undertaking  a 
plain  from  what  I  said  then  that  I    comprehensive  scheme   of  army  re- 
have  strong  views  on  the  subject,  and    form,  to  say  nothing  of  the  benefit  to 
the  main  object  I  should  have  before    the  country  of  once  and  for  all  put- 
me  in  taking  the  higher  oflBce  would    ting  our  military  administration  on  a 
be  to  endeavour  to  carry  them  out.    sound  footing." 
Now,  of  course  it  is  useless  to  think        "  What  does  Lord  Stowe  say  to  all 
of  such  schemes  unless  the  Govern-    your  schemes  ?    Have  you  discussed 
ment,    and    especially   the   head   of    them  with  him  ?" 
the  Government,  is  prepared  to  sup-        "Lord  Stowe  is,  I  should   hope, 
port  them.     So  1  have  ventured  to    as  patriotic  as  the  rest  of  his  country- 
waive  etiquette,  and  to  ask  you  the    men,  and  certainly  I  should  suppose 
question,  how  far  you  are  prepared    he  is  as  fully  alive  as  other  people 
to  adopt  any  proposals  of  this  sort,    to  the  personal  advantage  that  would 
provided  Lord  Stowe    is   ready,  on    accrue  from   being   associated   with 
their  being  unfolded,  to  bring  them    the    successful    carrying    out   of    a 
forward  V"  great  national  measure."     This  was 

The  Premier  leaned  back  in  his  a  delicate  way  of  saying  that  I  hoped 
chair  thoughtfully,  his  elbows  on  he  would  be  ready  to  behave  like  a 
the  arms,  the  tips  of  his  fingers  not  altogether  obstructive  dummy, 
balanced  against  each  other.  At  But,  in  fact,  this  part  of  the  conver- 
last  he  said —  sation  was  a  rather  delicate  one.     I 

^'Your  programme,  if  I  recollect  could  not  say  that  I  thought  my 
rightly,  was  a  pretty  extensive  one,  chief  was  an  old  humbug  ;  besides, 
and  involved  a  general  reorganisa-  Mr.  Merrifield  must  have  long  ago 
tion  of  everything.  Am  I  to  under-  taken  the  measure  of  his  colleague, 
stand  that  you  make  it  a  condition  "But  your  schemes,  I  take  it, 
of  taking  up  the  Under-Secretary-  even  supposing  they  are  such  as 
ship  that  we  are  to  back  up  all  the  would  commend  themselves  to  the 
schemes  for  improving  or  altering  Government — upon  which  point  I 
the  army  which  you  may  be  pre-  am  not  prepared  at  present  to  give 
pared  to  devise  ?"  and  the  Minister  any  opinion  one  way  or  the  other — 
looked  somewhat  sarcastic.  your  schemes  look  as  if  they  would 

'*No,  Mr.  Merrifield;  please  un-  cut  out  work  enough  to  last  for  half- 
dcrstand  me.  I  am  .quite  aware  a-dozen  sessions.  What  Ministry 
of  the  absurdity  of  a  mere  under-  can  expect  in  these  days  to  hold  out 
strapper  of  the  Government  appear-  so  long  ?  And  have  you  at  all  con- 
ing to  propose  conditions  on  taking  sidered  the  effort  involved,  the 
up  a  subordinate  office,  but  still  I  mental  and  bodily  strain,  of  carrying 
feel  that  I  should  be  doing  more  through  such  a  task?  Understand 
harm  than  good  if  trying  to  push  me.  I  desire  administrative  reform 
on  reforms  when  no  one  was  pre-  as  much  as  any  man,  and  I  hope  I 
pared  to  aid  in  the  matter.  I  should  appreciate  official  zeal  and  earnest- 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  position  my-  ness  among  my  colleagues  at  its 
self,  and  some  person  who  feels  less    proper  value  ;    but   we  are  merely 
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human  beings,  my  dear  Captain  tion,  although  I  don't  think  he 
West,  and  the  limit  of  capacity  is  '  understood  much  about  it ;  but  with 
soon  reached,  at  any  rate  in  Parlia-  him  accounts  signified  merely  a 
ment."  And  the  Minister's  face  Jas-  vehicle  for  foisting  some  new  re- 
sumed a  jaded  aspect  as  he  spoke,  turn  on  the  army,  wherein  the 
and  I  thouj^ht  1  could  read  in  the  columns  on  the  bottom  of  the  page 
lines  of  his  fine  countenance  the  should  give  one  set  of  facts,  and 
records  of  weary  days  and  nights,  of  those  at  the  side  another.  But  this 
needless  obstructions,  and  wranglings  was  one  of  the  qualities  which, 
and  debating ;  furrows  worn  by  the  almost  as  much  as  his  other  great 
friction — the  ever-increasing  friction  gifts,  gave  Mr.  Merrifield  his  superio- 
— of  government  by  Parliaments  and  rity  over  all  other  public  men  of  his 
parties.  time — his  mastery  over  details.     At 

**  One  thing  at  least,"  I  replied,  the  word  "  accounts  "  the  languid 
"  can  be  done,  which  will  provoke  expression  passed  away  from  his 
no  opposition  ;  which  need  involve  features  ;  he  brightened  up  and 
no  trouble  or  labour  except  to  the  looked  quite  interested  ;  and  thus 
persons  immediately  concerned — the  encouraged,  I  plunged  at  once  into 
officials  of  the  War   Office  ;   which    my  subject. 

indeed,  so  far  from  provoking  op-  This  was  the  point,  I  said,  which 
position,  would  be  sure  to  command  I  had  been  so  anxious  to  explain 
universal  approbation  ;  and  that  is  to  him  when  I  was  honoured  by 
the  decentralisation  of  the  depart-  the  conversation  we  had  together 
ment  and  our  whole  system  of  in  the  autumn  on  Arrowdown,  but 
military  administration.  This  really  unfortunately  the  opportunity  slip- 
great  measure,  should  be,  I  ven-  ped  away.  That  decentralisation 
ture  to  think,  the  proper  precursor  should  be  the  aim  of  every  army 
of  all  other  army  reforms  ;  at  any  refonner  was  generally  admitted, 
rate,  it  can  be  carried  out  quite  inde-  but  no  one,  so  far  as  I  knew,  had  yet 
pendently  of  them  ;  and  although  a  pointed  out  how  it  could  be  effected, 
great  measure,  it  is  in  reality  one  All  those  schemes  which  had  been 
mainly  of  details,  and  to  a  great  put  forward  for  localising  the 
extent  a  technical  question.  It  turns,  army  were  very  well  as  far  as  they 
in  fact,  on.accounts."  went,    but  they  did  not  go  to  the 

I  trembled  as  I  said  this,  for  I  bottom  of  the  matter.  We  might 
knew  by  experience  how  at  the  itnit^ite  the  German  system  in  ex- 
very  word  "accounts"  most  listen-  ternals,  and  map  out  the  country 
ers,  like  human  snails,  would  draw  into  military  divisions,  each  with 
in  their  horns  and  cease  to  pay  its  permanent  army  corps — an  ar- 
attontion  any  longer  to  what  was  rangement,  >)y  the  way,  utterly  un- 
said. If  you  began  to  talk  about  suited  to  our  condition  of  colonial 
estimates  and  accounts  to  Lord  service  ;  but  this  at  best  would  be 
Stowe,  he  at  once  assumed  an  atti-  only  an  external  imitation.  There 
tude  of  vacant  abstraction — looking  is  no  good  in  multiplying  staffs  and 
through  you  as  if  his  dear  Sophia  departments  if  you  do  not  give  them 
and  the  rest  of  his  girls  were  exactly  authority ;  and  yet  it  would  be  found 
a  hundred  miles  behind  your  chair,  that  these  local  commanders  and 
¥.\ei\  l5racton,  .s'arewd,  hard-headed  local  staffs,  should  such  come  to  be 
man  of  business  as  ho  was,  could  appointed,  would  have,  and  could 
not  be  got  to  go  into  details  of  have,  no  virtual  responsibility.  For 
accounts.  For  IJurley,  indeed,  the  the  system  of  estimates  and  ac- 
subject  possessed  a  sort  of  fascina-    counts  now  in  force  assumes  a  com- 


1872.]  A  True  Reformer.— Part  X.  709 

plete  centralisation  of  initiating  where  the  expenditure  that  is  going 
power  within  the  War  Office ;  and  we  on  all  over  the  world  should  bo 
may  construct  local  arsenals  and  collected  and  recorded  against  the 
establish  local  magazines,  but  until  different  votes ;  and  that  all  officials 
the  system  of  our  accounts  and  at  a  distance  should  be  kept  in 
estimates  is  altered,  there  can  be  no  complete  ignorance  as  to  what  the 
real  effective  decentralisation.  For  effect  of  their  expenditure  may  be 
this  there  must  first  be  a  complete  upon  the  estimates  generally.  So 
reconstruction  of  the  system  of  esti-  long  as  this  system  is  maintained 
mates.  The  whole  reform,  as  I  con-  decentralisation  is  impossible.  De- 
ceived, really  turned  on  that.  "Let  centralisation  means  the  delegation 
me  explain  what  I  mean  by  taking  of  authority ;  but  any  proposal  of 
a  case,"  said  I,  unfolding  the  esti-  this  sort  is  at  once  met  by  the 
mates  of  the  year,  which  I  had  objection  that  the  expenditure  could 
brought  with  me  in  a  despatch-box,  not  in  such  case  be  checked  by 
in  case  the  Premier  should  not  have  a  the  estimates.  And  the  men  who 
copy  at  hand ;  "  any  item  will  do.  At  urge  this  objection  have  really  at 
page  48,  for  example,  we  have  *  Cost  last  got  to  think  that  it  is  unan- 
of  Forage,  and  allowances  in  lieu,  swerable,  and  that  the  estimates  in 
£448,889,'  made  up  of  '  General  Staff,  their  present  form  are  in  the  nature 
£15,550,'  *  Control  Staff,  £5791,'  of  things  unalterable,  so  blinded  do 
and  so  on.  Well  now,  the  result  of  men  become  by  working  in  routine, 
bringing  these  items  together  in  one  "  But  further,  even  if  the  proced- 
lump  for  the  whole  army  is,  that  ure  in  force  did  not  call  for  alteration 
every  item  to  be  expended  against  as  a  preliminary  to  reform  in  admin- 
each  of  these  sums  must  be  referred  istration,  it  ought,  I  submit,  to  bo 
to  some  one  central  authority  who  altered,  because  the  estimates  in 
keeps  the  whole  account  in  his  their  present  form  are  intrinsic- 
hands.  If  during  the  year  any  ad-  ally  defective.  There,  is  a  great 
ditional  claims  arise  in  respect  of  show  of  information  and  detail 
forage,  for  example,  it  has  to  be  re-  about  them,  but  in  reality  they 
fcrred  to  the  central  office.  The  supply  a  minimum  of  either.  The 
authorities  in  Ireland  or  Scotland,  popular  notion  is,  that  this  detail  is 
or  anywhere  else,  cannot  authorise  furnished  for  the  benefit  of  members 
any  additional  expenditure  against  of  Parliament.  It  would  be  more 
a  grant,  however  trifling,  because  correct  to  assume  that  they  are  made 
they  do  not  know  whether  the  ef-  up  in  their  present  form  in  view  to 
feet  of  such  excess  may  not  be  to  bewildering  members  of  Parliament, 
cause  an  excess  over  the  aggregate  and  concealing  the  facts.  What  are 
sum  provided.  The  only  parties  the  emoluments  of  any  given  official, 
who  can  pronounce  on  the  matter  — sa3%  for  example,  a  controller?  You 
are  those  who  know  what  is  the  cannot  find  out  from  the  estimates, 
total  expenditure  recorded  against  The  *pay  proper,'  indeed,  is  given, 
the  vote — in  other  words,  the  ac-  but  the  *  allowances '  of  the  whole 
countarits  in  Pall  Mall.  It  is  the  Control  Department  are  lumped  to- 
sauie  with  every  other  item  of  army  gether — the  forage  in  one  item,  the 
expenditure — fuel,  rates,  travelling  fuel  in  another,  rates  and  taxes  in 
expenses,  purchase  of  stores,  cloth-  another,  and  so  on ;  so  that  the  total 
ing,  manufactures,  everything.  The  emoluments  of  any  one  officer,  either 
whole  system  assumes  that  there  in  that  or  any  other  department,  can 
should  he  one  central  office  where  nowhere  be  ascertained.  It  is  just 
all  the  threads  are  gathered  up,  and  the  same  with  the  estimates  of  the 
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manufacturing  departments.     What  tended  to  all  supply  branches  and 

can  a  member  of  Parliament  possibly  to  the  manufacturing  departments ; 

predicate  from  the  item  of  £20,000  that  is  to  say,  the  votes  should  bo 

for  *  Piece  -  work  *   under   the   head  distributed  by  disburscrs  instead  of 

Clothing,    or    from    the    fact    that  by  services,  as  in  fact  is  now  done  in 

£40,000    is   going    to    be   spent    in  the  Works  branch,  the  only  one  in 

saltpetre,  and  £188,000  in  purchase  which  the  estimates  are  framed  on  a 

of  metals  ?   What  he  and  everybody  sound  principle.     In  that  branch  the 

else  would  like  to  know  is  the  cost  estimates  do  not  bring  together  the 

of   coats  and  greatcoats  and   other  outlay   of    bricks,  or  lime,   or   tim- 

items  of  clothing,  and  the  number  ber  throughout  the  British  empire ; 

to  be   made   during   the  year ;   the  but  the  cost  of  each  work  is  shown 

quantity  of  gunpowder  to  be  manu-  separately,  and  therefore  in  the  case 

facturcd,  and  its  cost  per  barrel ;  and  of    that  branch   only   is   there   the 

so  on  for  other  articles.     On  all  these  means  of    enforcing  local  responsi- 

points   the    estimates    do   not   give  bility.     What  is  needed  is  to  extend 

him  a  particle  of  information.    They  that  system  to  the  other  branches  of 

are   useless   even  for  the  manufac-  army  expenditure.     Such  a  change 

turing  departments  themselves  ;  be-  would  not  interfere  with  the  system 

cause   as   the   same   official   seldom  of  votes,  or  appropriations,  or  audit, 

deals  with  an  article  throughout  all  or  anything  else  that  is  implied  in 

its  stiiges,  he  has  not  the  means  of  Parliamentary  government ;   on  the 

watching   the  account.      One    man  contrary,  the  control  of  Parliament 

buys  the  saltpetre,  another  converts  would    really  become    much    more 

it  into  gunpowder;  neither  of  them,  complete  and    effective    tlian   it    is 

therefore,  knows  the  whole  cost  of  now,  because  members  would  then 

the  operation.     It  is  the  same  with  be  able  to  iind  out  what  is  the  real 

every  other  branch  of  any  manufac-  cost  of  each  part  of  the  army ;  in 

ture.      The  only   people  who   have  place   of     the    mystification    which 

the  means  of  ascertaining  the  whole  now  wraps   up   the  army   expend!- 

of  the  facts  are  the  accountants  in  ture,  we  should  have  real  simplicity, 

the  central  office ;  and  they,   being  "  Further,  the  audit  should  be  local 

at  a  distance  from  the  scene  of  ope-  as  well  as  the  e«xpenditure.     By  this 

rations,  possibly  do  not  understand  I  do  not  mean  that  it  should  not 

what    are    necessarily    complicated  come  under  the  scrutiny  of  the  cen- 

transactions,  and  if  they  attempt  to  tral  authority,  but  that  the  auditors, 

bring  out  prices  and  results,  simply  instead  of  sitting  in  Pall  Mall  and 

make  a  muddle  of  it  returning     detailed    accounts     and 

"My  view,  therefore,  is,  that  the  vouchers,  sent  up   in  waggon-loads 

estimates  should  be  entirely  recast  from  all  parts  of  the  empire,  involv- 

in    form.       The    general    estimates  ing  a  great  expense  in  copying,  and 

should  be  framed  to  show  the  ex-  endless  correspondence  in  references 

penditure   locally,  so  that  the  gen-  and   calls    for    explanations,    which 

.eral    officers    commanding    districts  after  all  can  often  not  be  made  clear 

should  know  what  is  the  expendi-  to  people  at  a  distance  ignorant  of  the 

ture  sanctioned  for  their  respective  nature  of  the  transactions :  instead  of 

districts,  and  then  the  supply  offi-  this,  the  accounts  should,  as  far  as 

ccrs   under   them  would    really   be  possible,  be  audited  on  the  spot  where 

able  to  control  the  expenditure,  and  the  expenditure  takes  place,  by  audi- 

their   functions    would    bear    some  tors  either  permanentl}'  detached,  or 

Bortiof  relation  to  tlieir  titles.     The  sent  out  from  time  to  time  from  the 

same  sort  of  change  should  be  ex-  War  Department     By  this  plan  no- 
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thing  would  be  sacrificed  in  accuracy  own  civil  staff,  trained  in  peace  time 
or  speed  of  accounting,  to  set  off  to  all  the  functions  which  have  to 
against  the  resulting  saving  in  cor-  be  exercised  in  war — pay,  supply, 
respondence  and  expense.  Not  the  audit,  financial  control  really  so 
least  of  the  benefits  would  bo  the  called:  then  if  this  corps  were  sent 
education  thus  given  to  the  officers  on  active  service,  the  functionaries 
concerned — by  which  I  mean  the  who  accompanied  it  would  carry 
whole  of  my  department,  senior  with  them  into  the  field  the  experi- 
and  junior  clerks  and  all,  who,  ence  they  had  gained  in  the  exer- 
nevcr  seeing  anything  now  of  the  cise  of  independent  responsibility; 
army  except  on  paper,  and  pass-  and  that  experience  would  beget 
ing  their  lives  in  the  dull  routine  what  I  may  call  financial  self-possea- 
of  mechanical  tasks,  come  often  to  sion,  a  quality  which  has  hitherto 
perform  them  in  a  dull,  unintelli-  been  utterly  wanting  to  our  spend- 
gent  way.  Auditors  are  not  in  the  ing  departments  in  the  field.  This 
nature  of  things  more  stupid  than  surely  would  be  an  improvement  on 
other  people  :  it  is  their  training  the  present  condition  of  things, 
which  brings  them  to  do  their  work  when  the  centralised,  inflexible  con- 
in  the  aggravating  way  now  so  often  trol  exercised  by  the  central  depart- 
manifcsted — to  mistake  the  form  for  ment  in  peace  is  perforce  abandoned 
the  essence  of  the  work.  The  head  on  the  outbreak  of  war,  to  be  suc- 
of  another  great  audit  department  ceeded  by  a  state  of  wild  confusion, 
told  me  that  his  difficulties  arose  wheuvrules  of  every  kind  are  thrown 
not  so  much  from  the  shortcomings  to  the  winds,  and  those  who  have 
of  the  officials  whose  accounts  he  never  been  allowed  to  spend  any- 
had  to  audit,  as  from  the  perversity  thing  rush  to  the  other  extreme,  and 
of  his  own  people,  misunderstanding  pour  out  money  like  water.  This 
the  points  about  which  they  ought  has  happened  before  on  every  oo- 
to  exercise  their  judgment,  and  casion  of  war,  and  is  sure  to  happen 
causing  needless  irritation  by  foolish  again.  It  is  the  inevitable  tendency 
references.  Judging  from  my  own  of  a  thoroughly  centralised  system 
experience,  I  can  quite  understand  it.  such  as  ours  to  go  on  ever  central- 
*'  But  the  main  advantage  to  be  ising  ;  piling  up  checks  and  forms 
claimed  for  this  scheme  has  yet  to  in  search  of  an  ideal  perfection  of 
be  stated.  It  would  be  equally  supervision,  till  when  the  machine 
suitable  for  war  and  peace.  And  comes  under  the  rough  usage  of  war 
that  siu'ely  is  the  point  to  be  aimed  it  breaks  down  from  its  own  weight 
at  in  all  military  administration,  and  complexity.  War  is  a  brutally 
yet  it  is  just  where  our  present  sys-  rough  exercise  at  best,  and  we  can 
tern  fails.  Of  course  there  must  be  hardly  make  our  apparatus  too  sim* 
greater  laxity  on  active  service  than  pie  or  too  elastic,  if  we  mean  it  to 
is  permissible  in  peace  time,  but  we  stand  the  strain." 
might  surely  contrive  a  mode  of  But  all  these  reforms,  I  submitted, 
doing  business  which  should  in  a  would  come  short  of  what  was  neces- 
gcncral  way  be  the  type  on  which  sary  unless  supplemented  by  another 
army  administration  should  be  con-  radical  change  of  system.  "  The 
ducted  under  all  circumstances.  If,  War  Department,  as  now  constituted, 
for  example,  army  finance  and  ad-  should  be  dismantled,  and  broken 
ministration  were  localised  in  the  up  into  a  number  of  smaller  separate 
way  I  have  indicated,  each  army  offices.  The  theory  of  the  present 
corps — or  whatever  the  administra-  concentration,  is,  no  doubt,  to  avoid 
tive  unit  may  be  called — having  its  correspondence  ^nd    delay  in    de- 
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spatch  of  business ;  but  the  point  acted  by  them  down  to  the  minutest 
of  concentration  may  easily  be  car-  details.  In  pursuance  of  this  fic- 
ried  too  far,  and  then  instead  of  tion,  every  order  issued  from  the 
simplicity  you  get  complexity  and  office  goes  forth  in  the  name  of 
confusion.  Anybody  may  see  this  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  every  let- 
by  supposing,  as  an  extreme  case,  ter  that  comes  in  is  addressed  to 
all  the  different  departments  of  the  the  under-secretary,  as  if  intended 
Government,  which  are  now  con-  to  be  laid  before  his  chief.  Thus 
ducted  as  separate  establishments,  the  authority,  not  to  say  the  very 
to  be  amalgamated  into  one  office,  existence,  of  the  heads  of  de- 
You  might  thus  save  something  partments,  even  the  Parliamentary 
in  the  registering  of  letters,  and  in  as  well  as  the  permanent  officers 
porters  and  messengers,  perhaps  even  who  really  dispose  of  nine-tenths 
in  correspondence;  but  it  is  easy  of  the  work,  is  entirely  ignored, 
to  perceive  that  an  office  of  such  There  is,  of  course,  a  private  under- 
a  sort  would  become  utterly  un-  standing  within  the  office  that  cer- 
wieldy  and  unmanageable.  It  may  tain  cases  shall  be  disposed  of  by 
be  urged,  perhaps,  that  the  cases  these  officers  and  others  sent  up  for 
are  not  analogous,  for  that  all  these  orders,  but  the  limits  of  authority 
different  departments  have  no  con-  are  very  vaguely  defined  ;  and  this 
nection  with  each  other,  and  little  is  at  most  a  responsibility  exercised 
need  for  intercommunication,  where-  as  between  the  head  of  an  office  and 
as  the  different  branches  of  the  his  subordinates :  recognised  respon- 
War  Department  are  all  engaged  sibility  to  Parliament  and  the  coud- 
upon  the  same  operation,  the  busi-  try  there  is  none, 
ness  of  the  army.  But  in  fact  there  "  The  mischievous  effect  of  this 
is  no  necessary  communication  be-  fiction  crops  up  at  every  point, 
tween  many  of  the  different  sub-  For  example,  this  constant  employ- 
divisions  of  the  War  Office — between  ment  of  the  Secretary  of  Staters  name 
the  Commissariat  and  the  Works  upon  the  most  trifling  references 
branches,  for  example.  Free  com-  — matters  about  which  he  cannot 
munication  should  be  encouraged  be,  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  case, 
between  heads  of  departments  no  ought  not  to  be,  concerned — tends 
doubt,  but  beyond  a  certain  point  con-  rather  to  weaken  than  to  strengthen 
centration  and  centralisation  tend  his  authority.  Men  outside  the 
rather  to  the  obstruction  than  to  the  oflBce  feel  that  they  are  not  really 
despatch  of  business.  contending  with  him,  but  with  some 
''  This,  however,  is  a  minor  point  subordinate  using  his  name  ;  in 
The  main  objection  to  the  pre-  short,  we  have  a  perpetual  sham, 
sent  arrangement  is  that  it  in-  "It  tends  to  create  a  degree  of 
volves  over- centralisation  of  the  undue  interference  with  the  execu- 
worst  form.  All  authority  being  tive  officers  of  the  army,  carried  on 
vested  in  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  the  ajgis  of  the  Minister's 
no  proper  responsibility  Ls  exer-  name  by  officials  whose  own  iden- 
cised  by  the  various  heads  of  exec-  tity  does  not  appear  on  the  record; 
utive  departments.  The  unhealthy  interference  which  they  would 
fiction  set  up  is,  that  the  former  ad-  hesitate  to  exercise  avowedly  in 
ministers  every  branch  of  the  army  their  own  persons.  Make  heads 
directly  in  his  own  person,  delegat-  of  departments  specifically  respons- 
ing  no  authority  to  any  subordinate  ible  for  all  the  business  they  b*ans- 
officials,  and  being  alone  responsible  act,  and  they  will  cease  to  worry 
for  the  conduct  of  all  business  trans-  other    people.      Simplification    and 
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reduction  of    work  are  sure  to  fol-  it  so.       Every  little  trifling   detail 

low.  has  been  carried  out  in  our  office  in 

"  It  is,  of  course,  fatal  to  the  effi-  the  name,  real  or  assumed,  of  the  War 

ciency  of  the  executive  departments.  Minister ;     and    then,    when    every 

Take  a  case  which  may  be  fresh  in  arrangement   is    complete,  and    the 

recollection.      A   regiment  marches  troops   are   assembled,  a  couple    of 

from  one  country  town  to  another —  elderly  generals  are  picked  out  from 

of  course  under  orders  issued  direct  the   reserve   list  and   put  down   to 

from    Pall   Mall  —  and    the    provi-  play  with  the  troops  for  a  fortnight, 

sions    which    ought  to    have    been  and  then  sent  home  again.      Could 

supplied  on  the  way  are  not  forth-  anything  be  more  unlike  actual  war  ? 

coming.     A  row  is  got  up  about  it ;  In  fact,  our  oflSce  ought  to  be  called 

questions  are  asked  in  the  House ;  the   Peace   Department   rather  than 

inquiry  is   made ;    and  it   is   found  the   War  Department,  for  this  sort 

that  there  is  really  no  one  to  come  of  interference  is  only  possible  dur- 

down  upon.     All  the  orders  in  the  ing    peace;    business  could  not  be 

case  have  slipped  through  under  the  carried  on  in  this  sort  of  way  for  an 

initials  of  the  Minister,  and  the  only  hour  in  war  time.     Were  it  a  case 

person  on  whom  responsibility  can  of  real  war,  the  department  would 

be  fixed,  if  it  is  to  be  fixed  on  any  have  to  be  content  with   providing 

one,    is    himself.       Thus    the    very  the  supplies  and  leaving  all  manage- 

people  who  want  most  to  be  looked  ment    to   the    generals ;    but   what 

after,  the  heads  of  the  executive  de-  chance  have  our  generals  of   being 

partments,  are   the   very  men   who  found  equal  to  the  occasion  if  always 

escape  all  responsibility,  except  the  kept  in  leading  strings?    We   have 

indirect  responsibility  of  a  clerk  to  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  credit- 

the  head  of  his  oflSce.  able  labours  of  our  office  in  prepar- 

*'  Rut  still  more,  the  tendency  of  ing  for  the  manoeuvres ;   we  oujght 

all  this  centralisation  is  to  render  the  to  be  ashamed  rather  than   proud 

direct  interference  of  the  War  Min-  of  them,    for  we   ought  by   rights 

istcr,  real  or  nominal,  far  too  minute  to   have   had    nothing   to    do    with 

and   prominent       It  is  said   some-  them.      There    is    really    no    more 

times     that    his    control    over    all  reason  why  the  War  OflSce  should 

branches  of    the  army  is  not  suffi-  interfere  directly  with  the  local  sup- 

ciently  established.     I  maintain,  on  ply  oflRccrs  in    the   performance    of 

the  contniry,  that  it  is  carried  much  their    duties,    than   that    it    should 

too  far.     AVhat  between  the  pressure  "  take  their  commands  away  from  the 

of  Ptirliament   in   one   direction,  al-  colonels  of  battalions, 

ways  looking  to  him  for  information  "  I  conceive,  then,   that  the  War 

and   explanation,    and    the    natural  Minister,  or  the  oflScer  acting  in  his 

tendency  of  officials  trained  as  ours  name,  should  be  much   less  of    an 

are  to  shrink  from  responsibility  and  executive  head  than  he  has  now  got 

refer  everything  to  their  chief,  the  by  degrees  to  become.     His  business 

latter  has  practically  usurped  func-  should  be  rather  to  supervise  others 

tions  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  than  to  act  himself.     And  the  first 

case,  he  cannot  fulfil  properly.    Take  step  towards  this  is  to  break  up  the 

the  late  autumn  manoeuvres  for  ex-  OflBce  ;  to  detach  the  different  heads 

ample.      These  are  supposed  to  be  of  executive  departments   and  their 

an  imitation  of   war  procedure,    so  establishment,  and  make  them  exer- 

far  as  imitation  is  possible,  and  yet  ciso   their    functions    on  their  own 

what  could  be  more  unlike?      And  responsibility,     reducing    the    War 

we  have  gone  out  of  our  way  to  make  Department    proper   to    the    under 
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Bccretaries  and  tho  necessary  staff  me  or  any  other  man  to  swallow  all 

of  clerks.  that  screed  of  doctrine  at  once,  not 

*^  Of  course  this  change  could  not  to  say  anything  of  tho  great  schemes 
be  made  without  trouble.  It  would  you  shadowed  forth  when  we  were 
be  immediately  discovered  as  a  first  staying  at  Strickland\s,  for  upsetting 
result  that  the  powers  of  these  differ-  everything  generally." 
ent  officials  need  to  be  distinctly  de-  "  I  think  Mr.  Merrifield  is  hardlr 
fined,  because,  as  I  have  explained,  at  the  person  to  sneer  at  schemes  which 
present  they  have  no  recognised  au-  savour  of  the  subversive." 
thority,  but  exercise  their  functions  "  Excuse  me.  I  hid  no  intention 
solely  in  the  name  of  tho  Secretary  of  sneering,  and  if  I  appeared  so  ill- 
of  State.  The  first  thing  needed,  mannered,  must  apologise.  But,  my 
then,  would  be  a  distinct  code  of  dear  Captain  West,  you  must  see 
regulations,  deOning  the  duties  of  the  impossibility  of  my  ever  asseni- 
oach  department  and  the  powers  of  ing  to  the  propriety  of  your  schemes^ 
its  head,  as  well  as  of  the  officials  still  less  committing  the  Government 
subordinate  to  him.  This  in  itself  to  any  pledge  to  adopt  them,  merely 
will  at  once  lead  to  a  vast  reduction  on  such  a  statement  as  you  have 
of  corres])ondence,  because  substi-  favoured  me  with,  and  Uiat  too  even 
tuting  certitude  for  the  present  in-  before  the  minister  of  the  dopart- 
definite  relations  between  all  parties  ment  has  been  consulted.  You 
concerned.  Hut  this  is  a  minor  must  see  that  such  a  proposal  ik,  to 
point,  although  a  great  reform  hi  say  the  least,  somewhat  unreason- 
its  way.     The  main  object  in  view  able." 

should   be  to   distribute  authority,         *'  Pray    do    not    suppose   that    I 

and    to    train  all   brandies   of   the  meant  anything  so  more  than    un- 

army  to   the   exercise   of    responsi-  reasonable,   so  utterly  absurd.     All 

bility."  that   I   can  expect  or  ask   is  to  be 

able  to  carry  you  with  mc,  if  ever 

Such  is  an  outline  of  the  plans  I  my  schemes  arrive  at   the  point  of 

submitted  to  Mr.  Merrifield,  who  lis-  assuming  a   definite   form,   and   of 

tened  with  great  attention,  occasion-  their   being   of    a   sort   to    approve 

ally  throwing  in  a  remark,  or  asking  themselves  to  your  judgment." 
a  question  for  further  elucidation.  Mr.   !Merrifield  replietl    that    any 

When   I   had   finished    speaking,  schemes  brought  under  his  consid- 

he  observed  that  it  was  a  pretty  big  eration  would    of  course  command 

scheme  ;  had  I  spoken  to  Lord  Stowe  careful  attention, 
about  it  ?  This,  however,   I   explained,   wm8 

I  replied  that  I  had  not.  It  not  exactly  what  I  wanted.  I*ro- 
8ecme<l  useless  to  discuss  the  mat-  posals  brought  before  the  (lovom- 
tcr  with  him  before  ascertaining  ment  by  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
whether  the  proposal  would  be  ment — even  a  subordinate  one — 
likely  to  be  agreeable  to  himself  would  of  course  be  looked  at.  I 
and  the  (Jovernment  generally.  All  knew  that.  But  the  case  was  roallj 
that  Lord  Stowe  could  say  would  this.  Without  wishing  to  pro- 
be that  he  would  consult  him  (Mr.  scribe  conditions,  which  would  be 
Men-ilield)  and  the  Cabinet,  so  I  absurd  for  an  Under-Secrctaiy, 
thought  it  better  to  come  at  once  I  might  say  that  I  should  onlj 
to  tlie  founUiin-head  and  see  whether  c!ire  to  undertake  office  with  tibe 
there  was  any  reasonable  chance  of  object  of  assisting  to  carry  out  what 
my  views  being  accepted.  1     conceivecl    to   be    reforms.      To 

''But  surely   you   cannot  expect  enter   on   it   with  any  other   object 
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would  be  merely  to  give  trouble  to  case  on  its  lowest  grounds,  than  to 
no  purpose.  What,  then,  I  really  come  forward  with  a  bold  scheme  of 
desired,  was  to  know  whether  he  army  reform, — supposing,  of  course, 
thought  my  ideas  on  the  subject  that  it  commends  itself  to  the  gene- 
reasonable  and  feasible,  so  far  as  I  ral  approbation  of  the  country  ?*' 
had  explained  them  ?  "I    confess  your    scheme   would 

Mr.     Merrificld     replied     that   he  have  even  greater  attractions,  West, 

thought  (speaking  of  course  under  re-  if  it  were  a  sure  card  to  play  for 

servation)  there  was  unquestionably  turning  our  party   out"      And  the 

a  good    deal    in  my  proposals    that  Minister   yawned    languidly,    while 

seemed  very  ingenious,  and  possibly  the  jaded  look  I  had  noticed  before 

that   might   prove  very    beneficial ;  again  passed  over  his  face. 

**  but,^'  he  added,   smiling,  and  yet  This  wai  the  first  symptom  T  had 

with  a  look  of  weariness  passing  over  noticed  in  the  great  Minister  of  that 

his  face,  called  up,  1  fancied,  by  the  fatigue  of  office  which  so  often  at- 

spectres  of  long  days  and  nights  wast-  tacks  our  statesmen.     Hitherto,  and 

ed  in  fruitless  sittings  in  the  House  especially   during  our  visit    to  the 

— '*  but,  my  dear  Captain  West,  do  Stricklands,    he   had   always   mani- 

you   know   what   such  a  reform  as  fested   a  thorough    zest   for  official 

this  means  ?  Young  and  ardent  mem-  life,   and   even    the  wear    and  tear 

bers  never  seem  to  realise  the  diffi-  of    Parliamentary    wrangle    seemed 

culty  of  carrying  out  a  measure  of  not  to  produce  any  sense  of  distress 

any    sort   through    Parliament,    the  in   him   as   it   did   in  other  people, 

impotence    of     even     the    strongest  Perhaps   in    the   quiet  time    before 

Governments  to  do  these  tilings."  the  session   be^^an,  his   heart  failed 

I  replied  that  T  thought  it  did  him  at  the  prospect  of  coming  strife 
not  need  to  be  old  to  see  how  much  more  than  it  would  do  when  the 
friction  was  involved  by  our  system  sound  of  battle  actually  arose ;  for 
of  government,  and  how  large  were  the  Mr.  Merrifield  was  emphatically  a  Par- 
powers  of  obstruction  of  even  those  liamentary  war-horse,  and  when  the 
members  who  were  good  for  nothing  trumpet  of  debate  sounded,  would 
else.  "  But,  on  the  other  hand,"  I  be  sure  to  rush  gaily  into  the  battle, 
continued,  *' it  seems  to  me  that  "If  we  are  to  be  turned  out,"  I 
Governments  are  always  strongest  observed,  *'  at  least  let  us  be  turned 
when  they  are  dealing  with  strong  out  on  some  question  worthy  of  be- 
racasurcs.  As  I  took  the  liberty  of  ing  defeated  on,  instead  of  expiring 
observing  when  we  discussed  the  of  inanition,  or  under  the  combined 
subject  before,  when  you  carried  effect  of  a  multitude  of  petty  defeats, 
your  great  measure  on  the  law  of  But  I  cannot  help  believing  that  in 
entail,  how  irresistible  you  were !  reality  our  party  would  really  be 
while  on  that  miserable  little  ques-  strengthened  immensely  by  bring- 
tion  whether  children  under  four-  ing  forward  such  a  measure.  Wo 
teen  should  be  allowed  to  buy  more  should  carry  the  country  with  us 
than  a  pint  of  malt  liquor  at  a  time,  for  a  certainty ;  and  not  only  the 
or  again,  whether  the  school  boards  people  who  go  into  eflBciency  re- 
should  face  their  buildings  in  stucco,  gardless  of  economy  ;  we  should 
— why,  all  party  bonds  seemed  to  be  have  the  economists  with  us  too, 
dissevered,  and  we  could  not  be  sure  Drylands,  and  Alius  Wright,  and 
of  a  majority  from  one  day  to  an-  Rigby  Sebright,  and  that  set,  be- 
other.  Could  there,"  I  went  on  to  cause  I  verily  believe  that  you  may 
say,  *'  be  a  surer  card  to  play  for  make  the  army  both  cheaper  and 
keeping   our   party   in,    to   put   the  more  efficient." 
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Such  is  an  outline  of  the  conver-  the    originality    and    value  of    my 

sation.   The  final  result  was,  that  Mr.  ideas,  and  had   no  doubt  he  should 

Merrificld  arranged  for  Lord  Stowe  be   able,  with  the  advantage  of  my 

to  meet  nie  at  his  house  a  day  or  two  help,  to  introduce  many  vatuablo  ro- 

afterwards,    when,    in  the   presence  forms  in  various  parts  of  the  system, 

of  the  two  Ministers,  I  unfolded  my  Nothing   could   at    first  sight   be 

scheme  to  the  latter.  more  satisfactory ;  but,  in  fact,  Lord 

**What  do  you  think   of  that  for  Stowe  promised  too  readily,  having 

a    programme,     Stowe  f     said   Mr.  evidently   no   clear  notion   of   what 

Merriiicld,  when  I  hud  done  speak-  was  proposed,  or    of   the   difficulty 

ing.     "Pretty  extensive,   is  it  not?  involved.     However,    the   agreement 

Now,  the  question  is,  how  far  can  tacitly  come   to  furnished  me,  to  all 

we  support   our  young  friend  here?  appearance,  with   the   opportilnity  I 

lie  cuts  out  plenty  of  work  for  you,  wished  for.      Lord    Stowe    was    to 

at  any  rate."  afford    me  full  power   of  initiation, 

"  Yes,"  I   observed ;  "  but  then  I  and  to  back  up  all   proposals  which 

should  hope  that  a  great  measure  of  commended  themselves  to  his  judg- 

this  sort,   improved  as  it  would   be  ment ;  while  Mr.  Merrifield,  who  was 

in  Lord  Stowc's   hands,  and  carried  evidently   impressed  by  the   ideas  I 

through  successfully,  would  procure  had   put  forward,   and  exhibited  a 

the  War  Minister  an  und3'ing  rcpu-  much   more   lively   interest    in    the 

tation."     1  tried  to  say  this  gravely,  mutter  than  Lord  Stowe,  expressed 

but  felt  that  I  seemed  to  be  making  himself  as   prepared  to   support  us 

fun  of   Lord    Stowe,  and    that  Mr.  in   the  Cabinet.      In  fact,  army ,  re- 

Merrifield    knew   that   I  was    doing  form   might  very  pos.sibly  be  devel- 

so ;   and  the    mutual    consciousness  oped  into  one  of  the  great  schemes 

thus  set  up  made  us  both,  I  think,  of  the  session.      "But  we  must  con- 

u    little    uncomfortable.     IJut   Lord  suit     the    heads     of     departments, 

Stowe    had      no     misgivings.      He  AVciit,  before  we   do  anything,"  said 

looked    more    than    ever    as    if   he  his   lordship,  as   we   parted   in    the 

thought   he  resembled  William  Pitt  office  lobby ;    "  they  have  great   ex- 

as  he    replied,— "  Oh,    as    for  hard  perience  and  judgment — Burley  es- 

work,    an    old    official    like    me    is  peciuUy — and    enormous   knowledge 

accustomed  to   it.*'      And  then   he  on   these  subjects.     They   will,    no 

went   on   to   say  that  the   improve-  doubt,  be  able  to  throw  a  great  deal 

ment    of  army  administration   had  of   light  on  some   of  these  difficult 

ever  been  one  of  the  objects  dearest  questions,  and  make  them  look  quite 

to   him ;     that  he  fully   recognised  simple." 


CHAPTER  XLV. — UNEXPECTED  HELP. 

A    day   or   two  after   the   events  my  advancement.     "You  will   now 

recorded  in  the  last  chapter,  I   met  be   able   to   set  about  carrying   out 

Mr.  Strickland  in  the  coffee-room  of  some  of  your  pet  designs.     With- 

the   Apollo,   to   which    select  insti-  out  altogether  agreeing  with  you,  I 

tution  I   had    lately   been    elected,  shall  still  be  very  glad  to   see  you 

He  had  come  up  to  town  thus  early  successful ;  anything  must  be  better 

with    Mrs.    Strickland,   before     the  than  letting  things  stand  stilL" 

meeting  of    Parliament,    to    consult  "  I  am  not  very  sanguine  of  doing 

their  physician   about    her    health,  much.      The    more     I   see    of    the 

He  of  course  congratulated  me  on  working  of  Governments,  the  more 
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difficult  it  appears    to   effect    any-  on  at  the  top  of  the  Service,  rather 

thing.      The   tendency   of    modern  than  the  mode  of   filling  it   up   at 

times  seems  to  be  towards  a  general  the  bottom.     It  is  extraordinary  to 

•break -down  of  Ministers  from  sheer  ine  that  Governments — neither  our 

overweight    of    details     and    petty  side  nor  the  other — seem  to  see  that 

obstructions/'  the  pay  of  the  Civil  Service  has  for 

"  Too  true,  I  fear ;  it  is  a  melan-  the  last   thirty   years   been   under- 

choly  sight  to  see  the  whole  force  going    rapid    deterioration,   because 

of  the  Government  employed  night  it    is    not    sharing  in    the  general 

after  night  to  carry  some  wretched  increase  of   wealth  going  on  among 

little    measure   through   committee,  all   other  classes.     Twelve  hundred 

I  never  cease  to  congratulate  myself  a-year  was  a  very  fine  salary  at  the 

on  having  resisted  the  allurements  beginning  of  the  century,  when  the 

of  office.   "I  should  not  have  minded  present   scale   of    emoluments    was 

the  useful  work ;  it  is  the  work  to  fixed.     But  it  is  a  very  poor  thing 

no  purpose  that  is  so  irksome."  now.     And  yet,  instead  of   accept- 

"  Then  look  at  the  way  in  which  ing   the  fact  of  the   decline  in   the 

needless  fetters  are  imposed  on  our  value  of   money,  and   taking   some 

leading  men.     They   get  no  assist-  steps   to   remedy   its   effect   on  the 

ance  in  their  confidential  work.     A  Service,    both   parties    seem   to   vie 

Minister's  private  secretaries  ought  with   each    other    in    taking    every 

to  be  almost  as  able  as  himself,  and  opportunity  to  cut  down  the  good 

he  ought  to  be  allowed  a  dozen  if  things   of    the   Service.       You   can 

he   wants   them.     But   the   salaries  never  take  up  the  estimates  for  any 

arc  fixed  at  a  rate  about  suitable  for  year  without  seeing  a  note  against 

a  junior  bank-clerk,  so  they  have  to  some  of    the   higher  appointments, 

be  paid  by  preferment ;  and  when-  that  the  salary  is  to  be  reduced  on 

ever  any  wretched  little  post  is  va-  the  next  occurrence  of  a  vacancy — 

cant  in  the  permanent  Civil  Service,  as  if  this  were  a  highly  creditable 

the  confidential  aide  has  to  be  got  thing   to   do,  instead  of  a  piece  of 

rid  of,  very  possibly  just  when  he  fatuous  folly.'* 

is   about  becoming   efficient.     Kven  *'  Still   the    salaries   of    heads   of 

tlicn,  perhaps,  a  cry  will  be  raised  departments  are  quite  sufficient  for 

about  jobbery  and  patronage.     The  comfort." 

fact  is.  Ministers  have  no  patronage  "  That  depends  on  what  comfort 

nowadays,    except     bishoprics    and  means.     I  suspect  there  is  no  class 

things  of  that  sort  which  they  don't  in    London   which   finds    so    much 

care  about "  difficulty  in  making  two  ends  meet 

*'  The  whole  question  of  the  Civil  If  when  this  great  influx  of  wealth 

Service  will   have   to   be   taken   up  first  began  to  set  in,  which  you  may 

soon,"  observed  Strickland,  *'  if    its  date  from  the  abohtion  of  the  Corn 

character  is  not  to  suflcr  permanent  Laws,  the  salaried  and  professional 

deterioration.     I  don't  say  that  this  classes   had   taken    their    stand   on 

has  set  in  vo^  !>ut  it  can  hardly  be  their  social  and  mental  status,  and 

delayed   mu.u   K>iiger  if    something  maintained  a  frugal  style  of   hving, 

is  not  done  to  prevent  it."  hke   the  clergy,  in  contrast  to   the 

''Are  you  a  disbeliever,  then,  in  nouveaux     i-iches^      their      position 

the  virtue  of  open  competition  ?"  would   have  been   elevated   instead 

"  I  was  not  thinking  of  that  just  of     lowered.      But,     unfortunately, 

now,   although,  no   doubt,    the   sys-  this  sort  of  simplicity  is  opposed  to 

tern  is  mixed  up  with  a  lot  of  tom-  the  genius   of   the   English   middle 

fooler}'.    I  had  in  view  what  is  going  class  ;  at  any  rate,  the  attempt  was 


718                                A  True  Reformer.— Part  X.  [Dec. 

not  made.     Everybody  must  dress  has  to  draft  a  despatch  on  which 

and  look  and   dine  alike,  and  the  peace  or  war  turns,  is  under  bonds 

only  difference  is,  that  whereas  with  to  deliver  so  many  sheets  of   his 

the  commercial  classes  their  increase  novel  to  the  printer  on  the   samd 

of    profits   has   kept  pace  with  the  day,  it    may   fare  badly  with    the 

more  expensive  style  of  living  intro-  despatch,  I  fear." 

duced,  the  people  on  fixed  incomes  **  Talking  of  the  difficulty  about 

find  an  ever-increasing  difficulty  in  Ministers    getting  help,   I  find  this 

maintaining  customary  appearances,  difficulty  very  forcibly   in  my  w»y 

One  expense,  indeed,  they  could  not  just  now.     Young  Roundhand,  my 

avoid,  were  they  ever  so  frugal — that  private  secretary,    is  a    very  good 

of  education.      Now  that  patronage  little  fellow,  methodical,  and  oblig- 

is  closed,  a  good  education  is  abso-  ing,   and    intelligent,   and   all    that 

lutely  necessary  for  boys,  if  they  are  sort  of  thing ;  but  his  practical  ex- 

to  be  placed  out  in  the  world ;  and  perience    of     the    army     has    been 

that  is  a  great  and  increasing  diffi-  limited  to  looking  on  now  and  then 

culty  for  those  who  have  families."  at  the  Palace-guard  mounting  hard 

"  And  yet  the  reputation  of  the  by.     It  is  the  same,  of  course,  with 

Civil  Service  has  not  abated,  either  the  whole  Office — all  very  good  fel- 

for  ability  or  character.      On   the  lows,  and  many  of  them  very  able 

contrary,    I    should    say    it    never  men,   but  they   look    at  the  army 

stood  higher  in  this  respect  than  it  through  official  spectacles.     I  have 

does  now."  applied    for   an    additional    private 

"Very   true;    and  heaven   grant  secretary,   a    military    man,    but    I 

the  day  may  never  come  when  any  shall  give  offence  to  the  Office,  I  fear, 

deterioration   sets    in!      But    what  and  very  likely  cause  a  row  in  the 

seems   to  me   to   have   taken  place  House,  for  there  is  no  precedent  for 

already   is,    that  the  abler  of    the  an     Under  -  Secretary    having    two 

members  have  begun  to  take  syste-  aides' 

matically  to  other  ways  of  earning  The  next  morning  after  this  con- 
money.     All  my  friends  in  the  pub-  versation  I  received  a  visit  from  Mr. 
lie  service  seem  to  have  other  irons  Strickland  while  we  were  at  break-' 
in  the  fire.     They  bring  out  plays,  fast ;    or,    rather,   while    I   was   at 
or  edit  books,  or  write  for  the  papers,  breakfast,    for    Eva    seldom     came 
Of  course  they  do  their  proper  work  down  in  time  to  share  that  meaL 
too;  and,  no  doubt,  pursuits  of  this  "Excuse  this  early  call,"  he  said, 
sort,    carried    on    to    a    reasonable  "  and  still  more  the  liberty  I  am  go- 
extent,  improve  a  man's   efficiency  ing  to  take ;  but  I  thought  I  would 
rather  than  otherwise ;  they  lift  him  unburden  my  mind  of  my  purpose 
above  the  ruts  of  office  drudgery,  at  once.     You  want  a  military  man 
But  I  think  the  time  may  perhaps  as  private  secretary.     Why  not  give 
come  when  men  will  look  to  these  Tom  a  trial  ?" 
things  more  as  a  systematic  means  "Tom  Strickland?'* 
of   eking  out  a  livelihood,  and  less  "  Why  not  ?    lie  is  clever  enough, 
as  a  mere  recreation  for  leisure  time,  I  am  sure,  though  I  am  his  father." 
and   be  driven   for  sheer  want  of  "  Clever  enough !     I  should  think 
money   to  give  the  best  of    their  he  was.     But  the  idea  of  Tom  being 
talents    to    private    business,    and  an3'body's   private   secretary,  much 
merely   the  fag-end   of  it   to   their  less  mine,  would  certainly  have  never 
official  duties ;  and  this   will  be  a  occurred  to  me." 
very  bad  thing  for  the  Government  "  Nor  to  me  either  in  ordinaiy 
and  the  country.     When  a  man  who  course ;  but  it  came  across  me  sua- 
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denly  after  I  saw  you   yesterday,  professional    politicians    had    gone 

The  fact  is,  as  I  daresay  you  may  by  (you  know  his  sneering  way)  ; 

have  discovered  for  yourself  before  and  since  then  he  has  got  into  dis- 

this,    Tom   has   caused    his   mother  favour    down    there,   and    we    had 

and  myself  a  great  deal  of   anxiety  words  about  it ;    and   so   time  has 

from  iirst  to  last,  and  we  are  both  passed,  on,  and  the  result  is  that  my 

very  anxious  to  see  him  settle  down  boy   is   just  what  you   see — clever 

to  steady  work  of  some  kind.      He  enough,  and  good   at   bottom,  1  ver- 

may  have  to  wait  a  long  time  before  ily  believe,  but  simply  throwing  his 

he    steps   into   my  shoes ;  and,  be-  life   away,  and   getting   on   towards 

sides,   he  won't  be  fit  to  play  the  middle    age    without    ever    having 

country    gentleman    if  he  goes   on  done    anything,    except,    as   I   said, 

idling  much  longer,  or  worse.     His  spending  money,  and  giving  trouble 

life  has  been  a  failure  so  far.     Clever  to  his  family  ;'*   and  as  he   finished 

as  he  is,  he  has  done  nothing  except  his  sentence,   Mr.    Strickland's  face 

spend   money   and   health.       He   is  assumed    a    careworn    aspect,    and 

tired  of  mere  soldiering,  and  is  too  he  seemed  to  look  older  and  more 

old  to  go  into  any  other  line.     Now  haggard  than  I  had  ever  seen  him 

if  he  got  into  the  War  Office,   and  look  before. 

had  something  to  interest  him  in  his  I  had  heard  at  odd  times,   more 

profession,  it  might  give  a  new  turn  by  allusion  than  direct  information, 

altogether.      A  bout   of  official  life  something    of    Captain  Strickland's 

would  do  him  an   immense  deal  of  antecedents.     Heir  to  a  fine  estate 

good  ;  and  if  he  took   to  the  work  and  one  of  the  oldest  names  in  the 

kindly,  as  I  really  believe  he  would,  country,  he  had  gone  up  to  Christ- 

I  am  sure  you  would  find  him  very  church  with  a  great  reputation  for 

efficient."  ability,  and  was  expected  to  take  a 

"I  have  not   the  least   doubt   of  distinguished    degree,    but    getting 

that  ;  and  1  quite  believe  with  you  into  a   scrape,  only   avoided   expul- 

that  official  life  would  bo  the  very  sion    by    taking    his   name   off  the 

thing  for  him  ;  but  surely  this  would  books,  and  exchanging  an  academi- 

be  beginning  at  the  wrong  end.     I  cal  career  for  a  commission  in  the 

should  be  afraid  that  ho  would  be  Guards.     Then  followed  a  bout  of 

too   clever   for   this   sort   of    thing,  horse- racing,  when,  after  very  nearly 

Why,  your  son  is  one  of  the  clever-  winning  the  Derby  twice,  and  losing 

est   men    in   London.       I    ought   to  heavily  much    oftener,    he    retired 

be    his    secretary     instead     of    he  from  the  turf,  an4  his  father  paid 

being  mine.     1  never  could  under-  his  debts.     This  episode  created  an 

stand,    indeed,    why    you    did    not  estrangement  between  the  two ;  for 

bring   him  into   Parliament.     With  Mr.  Strickland,  like  many  men  with 

his   talents   and   position   he   might  a  large  rent-roll,  was  probably   not 

rise  to  anything.     I    should   feel   a  overburdened    with    ready    money, 

mere    political   adventurer   in   com-  and  the  sum  to  be  paid  was  large, 

parison  witli  him.'*  A    year    or  two   later  the   military 

'*  Yes,  you  may  well  ask  that.     I  papers    were    full*  of  a  mysterious 

wanted    him    to    stand    for    South  rumour  about  an  alleged  fracas  in  a 

Yewcestershire  many  years  ago,  just  certain  distinguished   regiment,  and 

after  he  came  of  age  ;  and  I  believe  the  matter  even  reached  the  point 

we    should    have    brought    him    in  of  notoriety  of  being  discussed  with 

easily,    but   ho   was   full   of    horse-  more  or  less  accuracy  in  the  clubs. 

racing   then,  and  tomfoolery   of  all  Some  people  said  that  there  was  a 

sorts,  and  declared  that  the  age  of  lady  in  the  case;  others  that  the 
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colonol  hrtd  been  insulted  by  a  Such  was  the  man  who  now  be- 
jj;ross  caricature  ;  all  aji;roc(l  that  the  came  my  private  secretary.  For 
matter  must  (^omc  to  a  court -martial ;  asking  Mr.  Strickland  whether  he 
})ut  it  was  fiiiallv  si-ttled  without  thoue:ht  his  son  would  care  about 
beinjr  made  public,  after  tho  offender  undcrt^iking  the  duty,  he  said,  "I 
had  sent  in  and  been  allowed  to  have  no  doubt  of  it.  I  mentioned  to 
recall  his  papers  for  purc'.iase.  But  him  last  ni<rht  casually,  when  we 
a  black  inark  was  placed  against  Cap-  were  discussing  your  appointment, 
tain  Stricklan<l's  name  in  the  Mili-  that  I  wished  you  would  take  him 
tary  Secret  ^'rv's  books;  and  when  an  as  j'^our  private  secretary,  and  he  re- 
old  friend  of  his  father,  who  was  ap-  i)lied  he  should  like  nothing  better. 
point(ifl  to  r.  high  military  command  Of  course  T  did  not  tell  hini  that  I 
abroad,  wanted  to  take  him  out  on  should  take  the  liberty  of  proposing 
his  pergonal  stafl"  the  Horse  (Juards  the  thing  to  you.  In  fact,  the  idea 
refused  to  sanction  the  nomination,  did  not  occur  to  myself  till  after- 
Shortly  after  tliis  occurred  the  row  wards." 

down  in  Vewccstershire,  the  effect  After  this  there  was  nothinp^  to 
of  wliicli  was  no  doubt  serioush'  bo  done  >»ut  to  offer  the  appoint- 
to  diminish  the  popularity  of  the  ment  to  Tom  vStrickland.  I  liked 
family  in  tl'.at  county,  and  to  cxtin-  the  man  himself,  whose  manners,  in- 
guish  all  cliance  of  the  3^ounger  d("cd,  possesse<l  a  peculiar  fascina- 
Strickland  finding  a  Parliamentary  tion,  in  that,  while  jmssessing  great 
opening  tbere.  powers  of  sarcasm,  he  reserved 
Such  were,  so  far  as  T  knew  them,  them  for  the  public,  never  saying 
the  nntcci'driils  of  onr  friend,  who,  an  ill-natured  tlnng  about  one 
when  I  first  m:ide  bis  ac<iuaintance,  friend  to  another,  and  being  always 
was  a  m:»n  »)f  a  little  ovlt  thirty,  good  -  tempered  and  obliging  at 
but  who  looked  older.  Of  about  home.  AVe  were,  moreover,  under 
middle  Imiivbt,  with  dark  hair  and  obligations  to  the  famil}',  e.specianj 
eyes,  a  face  smooth  shaven  save  for  to  Mrs.  Strickland,  who,  I  suspected, 
a  i)oint«'<l  black  moustache,  regular  bad  ]>robably  more  to  do  with  sug- 
well-cut  fcii'ju-cs,  a  chwer  mouth,  gesting  the  arrangement  than  her 
and  a  jr.'ncral  lo;>k  of  determination  husband.  But  I  confers  to  feeling 
which  bis  antecedents  so  far  belied,  a  little  afraid  of  him  in  hi.s  new 
Tom  Stvickland  was  a  very  notice-  capacity.  ''You  know,"  I  said, 
able  man  any\\bor(\  A  gor)d  rider,  when  he  came  down  to  the  ofllcc,  in 
who  did  nof  care  nMi<h  for  hunting  ;  vv\Ay  to  a  summons,  "I  am  a  little 
almf)st  as  skilful  with  the  j)encil  as  anxious  lest  this  arrangement  may 
a  se<.'ond-rate  arti>t ;  with  a  touch  on  jirove  a  failure.  I  shall  not  ask  you 
the  pianofoite  that  u  professional  in  write  private  notes,  and  so  forth  ; 
might  have  e-ivietl  ;  fond  of  society,  little  iloundhand  will  do  all  that 
and  yet  always  appearing  to  be  sort  of  thing;  but  still  there  will  be 
bored  by  it  ;  with  no  apparent  hob  plenty  of  hard  work  and  drudgery, 
bies  to  s]»end  money  on,  and  yet  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  your  talents, 
seemingly  alv/ays  at  the  wrong  end  of  course.  In  fact,  I  believe  you 
of  a  liberal  allowance, — Tom  Strick-  are  much  cleverer  than  I  am,  if  the 
land  g;!ve  one  the  impression  of  a  thing  be  told ;  but  I  am  afraid,  to 
ma  1  of  jibility,  whi<h  he  bad  never  be  ipiitc  plain,  that  y(m  are  too 
lur.ied  to  any  useful  i>urpose,  and  much  of  a  swell  for  the  post.  I 
who,  without  any  stij^ma  of  dis-  should  bo  really  sorry  if  your  tak- 
h(mour,  ha«l  Vi'i  tlic  faculty  of  get-  ing  it  led  to  our  becoming  less  good 
ting  into  srrape-.                  '  friends  than  we  are  at  present." 
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Tom     Strickland,    however,    was  *'  I  should  have  thought  the  diffi- 

very    confident  about   his   success,  culty   would  hav(j  occurred  to  you 

and  eager  to  undertake  any  amount  before.     I  don't  want  to  flatter  you, 

of   work.      The   fact  was,  he  said,  but  a  man  who  can  speak  as  you 

it    was    time   to   turn   over  a   new  can,  and  who  has  got  such  a  start 

leaf.       The    men     in    the     brigade  in    life,    cannot    expect    to    remain 

thought  he   could   do  nothing,  and  always   an    under  -  secretary.      But 

his  father  looked  on  him  as  a  regu-  you  will  find  your  captain's  commis- 

lar  vaurien  ;  and,  in  truth,   he  had  sion  a  grcnt  obstacle  to  rising  higher, 

so  far   led    a   useless,    troublesome  Retire  from  the  army,  and  you  may 

life.     But  he  was  heartily  sick  of  it  bo   anything   you  like.      The   dififi- 

now,  and   wanted   to   show  that  he  culty  as  regards  myself  and  my  rank 

was  really  fit  for  something.  would    then     altogether    disappear. 

"Well,  but,"  T  observed,  playing  It    wouldn't  matter  being  a   field- 

my   last   carcl,    "  there   is   still   one  marshal    if    you    were     plain    Mr. 

objection  to  be  mentioned.    It  seems  West." 

ungracious   to   suggest  nothing  but  Thus  was  the  matter  settled.    The 

obstacles,   but  it  is  better  to  m<ake  Office   generally  seemed  a  little  in- 

them   beforehand.     You  might   get  clined  to  resent  the  appointment  as 

your  promotion  any  day,  and  then  an  invasion  of   its   rights,  and   the 

how   would  you  like  to  be  serving  Treasury   objected   at  first   on   the 

as  a  lieutenant-colonel  under  a  plain  score   of    expense  ;    but  this    little 

captain  ?"  difficulty    was    surmounted,    and   a 

'' AVhy  anticipate  difficulties?     I  day    or    so    afterwards    Strickland 

don't   expect   to  get  my  promotion  came  to  dine  at  the  little  house  by 

before  the    Government  goes    out.  Queen's  Gate,  in  view  to  our  setting 

Besides,  you   will  not   stay   in   the  to   work   afterwards  to   draw  up   a 

army  for  ever."  grand  memorandum  of  the  different 

*'  Why  not?"  measures  to  be  brought  forwai'd. 


CHAPTER    XLVI. — OX    DETAILS,    PRIVATE    AND    PUBLIC. 

"If  I  had  known  that  dinner  I  see  Mrs.  West  evidently  suffering 
was  to  be  exceptionally  late,  Eva,  from  the  pangs  of  hunger." 
1  would  have  proposed  that  Captain  **  No,  indeed,"  observed  Eva ;  "  I 
Strickland  and  I  should  go  into  never  feel  hungry  in  London,  but 
business  first,  and  dine  afterwards  ;  my  husband  is,  because  he  speaks 
but  1  thought  if  we  allowed  half  an  so  crossly.  He  always  gets  cross 
hour's  margin,  there  would  bo  a  when  dinner  is  late." 
reasonable  chance  of  getting  some-  "  Then  I  am  afraid  you  make  mo 
thing  to  cat  at  the  end  of  it ;  but  out  to  be  in  a  state  of  permanent  ill- 
one  can't  set  to  work  fasting."  temper,  for  it  is  not  within  my  recol- 

This  observation  w^s  made  as  we  lection  that  dinner  or  anything  else 

sat  with  our  guest  before  the  draw-  in  this  house  has  ever  been  in  time." 

ing-room  fire  waiting  for  dinner.  "  How  can  you  say  such  things, 

''  1  am  sorry  I  cannot  sympathise  Charlie  I     I  am  sure  I  do  my  best, 

with     my     respected     host,"     said  but  you  are  so  dreadfully  particu- 

Strickland ;    "  but   I   had  luncheon  lar.     If  everything  is  not  ready  to 

rather  late  at  the   Wanderers,  and  a    minute,    Captain    Strickland,   he 

am  not   particularly   hungry.      But  makes  such  a  fuss  about  it." 

I  ought  not  to  be  so  selfish,  when  "Then,  my  love,  as  I  observed 
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before,  I  must  spend  my  life  in  mak-  Eva    said  that    she  would     sing 

ing  a  fuss,  for  certainly  nothing  ever  something  with  pleasure,  and  went 

is  ready  to  a  minute  in  this  house,  to  the  piano,  but  she  got  up  with  a 

If  we  said  ready  to  an  hour,  it  would*  show  of   petulance,  and  merely  ran 

be  nciarer  to  the  mark."  over  the  keys  for  a  time,  evidently 

**  Well,  I  am  sure  you  are  un-  too  much  out  of  temper  to  play  with 
punctual  enough  3'ourself  sometimes,  composure.  Strickland  stood  near 
How  often  have  we  kept  dinner  the  piano,  turning  over  the  music- 
waiting  for  ever  so  long  while  you  books  that  lay  on  a  side  table,  while 
were  staying  away  at  that  horrid  I  remained  moodily  at  the  other  end 
House  of  Commons  ?  It  is  no  won-  of  the  room,  annoyed  that  a  bickering 
der  the  servants  are  unpunctual."  should  have*  arisen  on  such  a  trifle 

"My   dear,  allow  me  to   observe  as  the  dinner-hour;  still  more,  that 

that  the  House  of  Commons  has  not  a  visitor  should  have  witnessed  it^ 

been  sitting  since  August,  between  and  that  it  should  have  been  left  to 

which  time  and  this  present  Janu-  his  superior  tact  to  turn  it  aside.     A 

ary  it  might  have  been  possible  to  foolish  vanity  perhaps  took  oflenco 

get  over  the  demoralising  effects  of  at  the  proposal,  the  ceremony  of  bis 

my  unpunctuality  ;  and  considering  entry  on  secretariat  duty  being  hardly 

that  we  have  changed  our  servants  of  a  kind  to  be  suitably  opened  by 

about  half  a  dozen  times  since  then,  customary  performance  of  music ;  but 

I  do  not  see  how  my  bad  example  worse  than  all,  my  heart  grew  bitter 

can  be  responsible  for  the  present  as  I  thought  what  a  change  had  come 

state  of  things."  over  our  life,  and  our  feeling  towards 

"  Not  half-a-dozen  times  ;  how  can  each  other.     It  had  come  to  this  al- 

vou  exaggerate  so  !     We  have  only  ready,  and  we  had  been  married  less 

had  four  cooks  altogether  since  we  than  two  years !     But  a  few  short 

came  to  town.    There  was  Smithers,  months  ago,  and  the  very  semblance 

who  robbed  us  so ;  and  then  Jobbins,  of  reproach  would  have  brought  Eva 

who  was  so  violent  with  the  man-  to  me,  suppliant  and  in  tears.     Now 

servant ;  and  then  that  poor  woman  blame  was  met  with  petulance,  and 

who  was  fetched  away  by  the  police,  we  seemed  to  be  already  on  the  brink 

and "  of  mutual   disparagement  and   dis- 

*'  My  dear,  you  need  not  be  at  the  trust, 
trouble  of  going  into  the  statistics  Eventually  dinner  was  announced, 
of  our  domestic  miseries ;  to  recapitu-  and  manners  under  its  influence 
late  our  donic:;tic  changes  would  in-  gradually  assumed  their  usual  tone, 
volve  something  like  the  Homeric  without  any  further  explanations 
catiilogue  of  ships  :  the  fact  remains  or  apologies  —  as  was,  alas  I  too 
that  dinner  was  supposed  to  be  often  now  the  case.  Dinner  ended, 
ordered  for  half-past  seven,  and  that  my  new  private  secretary  and  I  re- 
it  is  now  ten  minutes  after  eight,  paired  to  the  back-room,  and  set  about 
and  Captain  Strickland  and  I  have  writing  down  the  heads  of  the  dif- 
a  long  evening's  work  to  get  through  ferent  proposajs  to  be  brought  before 
afterwards."  the  Government     Strickland  wrote 

**  If    I    might   venture  to    move  at  the  table  while  I  walked  up  and 

an  amendment,"  said  our  guest,  "  f  down,  or  stood  before  the  fire, 

would  propose  that  Mrs.  West  favour  The  following  was  the  substance 

us  with  a  little  music.     I  always,  for  of  the  memorandum  as  finally  read 

my  part,  prefer  music  before  dinner,  over  by  Strickland  : — 

and  I  suppose  wo  shall  bo  too  busy  "  Note  of  proposed  modifications 

to  get  any  afterwards."  in  our  military  system,     [Better  call 
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them  modifications,  I  said  when  die-  such  heads  as  these :    *  Pay  of  the 

tating,  and  not  reforms ;  old  Stowe  Captains    in     the    Army ; '    *  ditto 

will  not  be  so  much  frightened.]  of    the   Corporals;'    'Purchase  of 

*' These  naturally  divide  into  two  Bricks      throughout      the      British 

main  heads,  our  military  administra-  Empire;*     *  Purchase       of       Lime 

tion,   and   the   organisation    of    the  throughout     ditto ;  *  *  Purchase     of 

army,  which  may  be  kept  separate.  Nails     throughout    ditto ; '    and    so 

.L^r-j-.         *i    '   -.     .'  forth;   and   every   executive   ofBcer 

^'Mihtary  Administration.^  ^^^j^  ^^  ^^^^^,^1^  j^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^ 

"  All  the   proposals   made    under  what  his  liabilities  and  powers  might 

this  head  have  in  view  a  process  of  be,  while    somebody   in    our    office 

decentralisation,    involving    a    large  would  be  totalling  up  all  the  separate 

delegation  of    authority   to   officials  purchases  made  for  these  different 

of  all  classes,  with  a  distinct  defmi-  articles,    in   order   to  see   that    the 

tion  of  their  respective  powers  and  aggregate  outlay  on  bricks  and  lime 

responsibilities.  and    nails  all   over   the   world   did 

"This  proposal  includes,  amongst  not   exceed    the   votes.      And    this 

other     things,    Decentralisation     of  tomfoolery,  forsooth,  would  be  called 

Army  Finance,  a   first  step  towards  financial  supervision,  or  maintaining 

which  is  the  the    recognised    principle     of    civil 

control  over  army  expenditure. 

Rcconstrnctionqfthe  Form  of  Army  ^i   am   not  exaggerating   in    the 

Lattmatat^  least     This  is  precisely  the  way  in 

so  as  to  show  expenditure  locally,  which  the   estimates   are   now   pre- 

and  by  the  different  disbursers  con-  pared  in  regard  to  all  other  branches 

cerned,  instead  of  bringing  all  the  of    military  expenditure  ;    and    the 

expenditure  under  the  various  heads  first   step   towards    decentralisation 

of    service    into    lump    sums.     Per-  and  common  sense  is  to  distribute 

haps    my    meaning    may    be    best  all  charges  locally,  and  by  services, 

illustrated  by  two  examples.  Thus,    for    example,    the    different 

"There   are  two  branches  of  the  votes   for  fuel,  lodging-money,   and 

estimates  whicli  are  already  decen-  so  forth,  should  be  split  up,  so  that 

tralised — the  pay  of  the  troops  and  the    actual    allowances    as   well    as 

the  outlay  on  works.     A  regimental  pay  of  each  pfcrson  in  the  Control 

paymaster  has  no  difficulty  in  pay-  and  other  staff  departments  may  be 

ing  a   regiment,  because   there   are  distinctly    ascertained.        The    esti- 

specific   tables   setting    forth    what  mates  seem  to  be   framed    now  oh 

each   man    may   claim,    and   also   a  purpose  to  hide  thsee  points.     The 

definite     sanctioned     establishment  expenditure  could  then  be  compared 

for    each    regiment      So    also    you  with  the  votes  as  it    takes    place, 

sec  ])ut  down, — cost  of  fortifications  without  need  to  refer  everything  to 

at  Malta,  £5U,00(» ;  cost  of  barracks  a  central  office, 

at   Montreal,   £00,000;   and   so  on.  "The  same  remarks  have  special 

Thus    the    local    oflicers    at    Malta  application  to  the  estimates  and  ac- 

and    Montreal   know    exactly   what  counts  of  the  manufacturing  depart- 

their    responsibilities     are     in     the  ments.      What     should     we    think 

spending    line.     But,    observe,    the  of    a  railway   company  whose    ac- 

estimates  are  in  this  respect  quite  counts   showed   what  was  spent  on 

exceptional ;  if    they  had  been  pre-  iron   and  wood,    but  did  not  bring 

pared  for  these  items  according  to  out  the  cost  of  making  a  locomotive, 

the  pattern  observed  in  respect  of  or  a  passenger  carriage,  or  any  other 

otlier  services,  we  should  have  had  information  whatever  to  show  whe- 
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ther  thoir  stock  was  cheap  or  dear  ?  on    proper    commercial    principlos. 

or   of  a   mechanical   engineer  who  What  has   now  to    be    done  is    to 

kept  Jin  account  of  labour  and  ma-  drop    the  .  estimates   and    accounts 

terials,  but  could  not   do  more   than  altogether  which  are  now   publiish- 

guess  at  the  cost  of  any  of  his  tools,  ed,  substituting  these  latter  ones. 

and  of  the  work  they  turned   out?  "Further,   the  audit  of    the   ox- 

And  yet  this  is  the  mode  in  Avhich  ppnditure     should     be     conducted 

the  most  important  i)art  of  our  mili-  entirely   on   the   spot,   not  a  single 

tary  expenditure  is  accounted  for.  voucher  ))cing   sent  forward.     This 

Turn  to  the  estimates,  and  you  fmd,  would  put  a  stop   to  an   onomiooB 

*  AVages  of    Clothing    Department,*  waste     of    clerical    labour.       Just 

*Time    and     Piece-work,'     *Maleri-  tliink     what    would     be     involycd 

als    to    be    purchased,'    *  Wages  of  if  the   Lon<lon  and   Xorth-Wcstem 

Manufacturing  Department,'    *Tnn-  Railway  were  to  keep  the  accounts 

ber,'    'Fuel,'    *  Metals,'    'Saltpetre,'  of  their  Crewe  workshops  at  Euston 

and  so  forth.      Yet  who   on   earth  instead  of  at  Crewe.     This  is  what 

is^tlie  wiser;  for   this!  information?  we    attempt    now   with    our    great 

Tnder  a  great  i)retence  of    detail,  establishments  at   Woolwich.      My 

there  is  in  fact  the  most  complete  plan,  I  admit,  will  leave  a  lot  of  our 

vagueness.  clerks  with   nothing  to   do ;  but  if 

"The  estimates,  indeed,  in  their  the  matter  is  once  understood,  the 
present  fonn,  seem  pur[)osely  devised  case  for  reform  must  be  admitted, 
to  minister  to  that  besetting  passion  "  A  similar  process  of  deccntralisa- 
for  centralisation  which  animates  tion  to  be  applied  to  the  anny  sc- 
our military  system.  Fortlie  result  counts  in  all  departments,  and  these 
of  bringing  all  the  purchases  for  tim-  accounts  to  be  always  audited  so  far 
))er,  and  fuel,  and  saltpetre,  and  so  as  possible  on  the  8j)ot,  cither  by 
forth,  together  under  one  vote,  is  district  auditors,  or  auditors  sent 
tliat  whihi  the  local  manufacturing  down  on  deputation  from  time  to 
oHicers  are  kept  in  the  dark  as  to  time.  The  coi)ying  of  accounts  and 
the  con-espondencc  })etween  the  sending  about  of  vouchers  to  bo,  in 
votes  and  ex])en<liture— because  the  fact,  everywhere  suppressed.'* 
same  officer  who  buys  the  raw  ma-  "Excuse  my  interrupting  you,? 
terial  does  not  as  a  rule  work  it  uj)  observed  Strickland,  looking  up  from 
— the  key  to  the  mystery  is  Ivcpt  by  his  writing,  "but  is  there  not  an 
the  central  office  in  Pall  Mall  ;  and  oj>eration  known  as  the  uppropria- 
so  accounts  and  vouchers  by  the  tion  audit?  something  done  inde- 
cartload  have  to  be  shot  in  there  hi  pendently  of  the  War  Department? 
ordor  that  the  outlay  may  be  record-  and  miglit  not  this  interfere  with 
ed  agjn'nst  these  general  votes.  your  scheme  f(»r  decentralising?" 

"Of  course  these  AVar  Oflice  ac-  "The  authority  of  Parliament 
count.;  arc  not  the  only  ac(•ount^;  wouM  be  needed  to  carrv  out  the 
kept  of  the  manufacturing  opera-  change,  no  doubt.  Hut  Parliament 
tioiis.  If  they  were,  the  finance  desires  military  efficiency  aH  much 
of  our  manufacturing  dei)artments  as  other  i)eople,  and  would  cordl- 
wr)uld  l)e  in  chaotic  confusion.  Sup-  ally  approve  of  the  change,  it 
l>lenientary  additional  accounts,  I  may  be  hoped,  when  the  object 
understand,  are  kept  at  the  differ-  of  it  was  understood.  If  we  are 
ent  estabh'shments,  which  do  really  always  to  work  on  the  assump- 
sliow  the  results  of  the  work  done,  tion  that  no  one  is  over  under  any 
and  the  cost  of  the  various  articles  circumstances  to  be  trusted  in  any- 
turned  out— accounts   kept,  in  fact,  thing,  then  of  course  you  must  go 
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on  piling  checks  upon  checks.     But  "  But,'*  objected  Strickland  again, 

the  object  which  ought  to  be  kept  "  is  it  not  alleged  that  the  object  of 

in  view  is  surely  to  establish  a  sys-  .consolidating  these  departments  in 

tern   in   peace-time    which    may   be  one  oflBce  and  under  one  roof  is  to 

expanded   to    suit   a    state  of   war.  reduce  correspondence  and  circum- 

This  you  may  do  by  training  your  locution  ?     That  objection  will  cer- 

financial    officers   to   exercise   inde-  tainly  be  raised  to  your  scheme,  at 

pendent  responsibility,  and  then  if  any  rate." 

a  force  takes  the  field  you  will  have  "  Let  them  remain  under  the  same 

a  body  of  trained  officials  fit  to  send  roof  by  all  means,  if  it  is  convenient, 

with  it,  and  to  exercise  a  reasonable  provided  the  separation  is  otherwise 

degree  of   financial  control  without  distinct  and  complete.      Of   course 

losing    their    heads    when    left    to  there  will  arise  a  nominal  increase 

run  alone ;    and  we  shall  avoid  the  of  correspondences  from  the  change, 

chaotic     scramble     and     confusion  because  formal  letters  would  be  sub- 

which    now    invariably   attend    the  stituted  for  the  informal  ones  styled 

passage  from  our  present  rigid  over-  minute  papers  now  employed ;  but  I 

centralised  procedure  in  peace  to  a  believe  there  would  be  an  immediate 

state  of  war  when  checks  and  rules  reduction  in  reality,  because  if  men 

of  all  kinds  are  thrown  aside  just  had  to  do  it  formally  instead  of  in- 

when  the  expenditure  stands  most  formally,   they  would   soon  become 

in  need  of  them.  ashamed  of  bandying  foolish  refer- 

*' Observe,  too,   that  the  assump-  ences  to   and  fro  in   the   way  that 

tion    which    underlies    our    present  now  goes  on.     But  that  is  not  my 

system,  that  no  one  shall   exercise  point.     The   change  is  imperatively 

any  responsibility  but  the  Secretary  called   for,  for  much  weightier  rea- 

of  State  and  the  Goraptroller-Gene-  sons.     It  is  fatal  to  efficiency  that 

ral'of  the  Exchequer,  involves,  from  all  these  heads  of  men,  who  should 

the    nature   of    the    case,   a   sham,  be   responsible  heads   of    executive 

unless   we   also   assume   that    they  departments,    should  have    no   dis- 

can   virtually  delegate  their  powers  tinct    responsibility    whatever,    but 

to     subordinates.       Well,      nothing  do  all  their  business   down   to  the 

more  is  assumed  in  the  present  case,  most  trifling  reference  in  the  name 

except  that  the  delegation  shall  be  of  the  Secretary  of  State.     They  are 

given   to  persons  trained  in  a  good  not  even   recognised   to   the  extent 

instead  of  a  bad  way.  of  being  addressed  by  name  by  the 

^'  Now    to    the    next  great   mea-  executive     officials     who     write    to 

sure —  them.     All  letters  to  our  office  are 

DecoinposUlon  of  the   War   Depart-  addressed   to    the   Under-Secretary, 

inent,  and  all  letters. go  out  in  the  name 

.«m,      ^t'       r^cn  ^^  ^^^  Sccrctary  of  State.     In  fact, 

-The   AVar   Office    as   now    con-  these  heads    of    departments,    not- 

striicted  to  be  broken  up,  each  of  tlie  withstanding     their     high-sounding 

different  sub-departments  bemg  con-  titles,     are     virtually    nothing     but 

stituted  as  a  separate  ollice  :— viz.  clerks.     Let  this  fact  be  once  thor- 

Commissariat  oughly  apprehended,  and  the  neces- 

Storc's.  f^ity   for  reform   will    be    admitted. 

Manufactures.  Besides,  what  training  can  be  worse 

Clothing.  for  men  who  may  be  called  on  any 

Works.  day  to  run  alone  on  active  service, 

Pay  and  Audit  than  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 

Discipline."  shelter  themselves  from  all  responsi- 
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bility  for  everything  they  do  behind 
a  bigger  man  ? 

**  This  evil,  moreover,  begets  an- 
other. By  employing  men  in  this 
way  as  the  irresponsible  mouth- 
pieces of  the  minister,  you  encourage 
the  tendency  always  sufficiently  pro- 
nounced except  in  the  firmest  minds, 
to  overdue  interfcrtnce  with  otJiers. 
This,  in  fact,  is  the  root  of  the  over- 
centralisation  which  is  the  curse  of 
our  system.  The  executive  officials 
all  over  the  world  who  sufl'er  from 
it  cannot  comjilain  now,  because  it 
is  all  candied  on  in  the  name  of  the 
Secretary  of  St:ite ;  but  let  the  do- 
partmental  chiefs,  the  Commissary- 
(Jeneral,  the  Inspector-CJeneral  of 
Fortifications,  and  so  foith,  be  i)ut 
at  the  heads  of  their  own  oillces, 
and  carry  on  business  in  their  own 
names  and  on  their  own  responsibil- 
ity, and  then  they  will  be  ashamed 
to  practise  this  over-interference. 
At  any  rate,  it  will  be  at  once  seen 
where  the  blame  lies. 

**\Vhen  this  great  reform  shall 
have  been  carried  out,  the  business 
of  the  Minister  will  then  be  limited 
to  looking  after  the  executive  de- 
partments ;  to  seeing  that  they  do 
their  work  properly,  instead  of  doing 
their  work  for  tliem.  That  is  the 
•point  to  aim  at.  The  functions  of 
the  AVar  Minister,  no  expert,  but  a 
parliamentary  oflicer,  and  liable  to 
be  constantly  changed,  should  be 
ministerial,  not  executive. 

**Thc  authority  of  all  officers, 
he<ads    of    departments    as  well   as 


executive  agents,  have  to  be  clearly 
defined.  In  fact,  you  want  a  dis- 
tinct code  of  regulations  for  all  amiy 
business,  including  audit  and  ac- 
count. You  will  never  get  it  till 
the  War -Office  is  reconstructed. 
For  at  present  half  our  work  scouis 
to  consist  in  discovenng  construc- 
tions and  framing  precedents  for 
cases  wliich  ou^ht  never  to  cornc 
before  us  at  all." 

"  You  have  said  nothing  about 
the  l^ontrol  Department  in  your 
memorial  of  grievances,"  remarked 
Strickland,  after  he  had  written  all 
this  down.  "What  do  you  propose 
to  do  as  to  that  little  matter? 

**  Abolition,  of  course,  of  the 
concern  in  its  present  form,  thereby 
having,  I  presume,  all  sensible  men 
on  our  side." 

"  Well,  before  we  proceed  to  draw 
down  the  wrath  of  the  go<ls  on  our 
devoted  heads,  might  I  suggest  that 
if  wc  went  upst-iirs,  perhaps  Mrs. 
West  would  give  us  some  tea." 

FiVa,  however,  had  gone  off  to 
bed,  and  the  tea  on  Uie  side-table 
was  quite  cold. 

"  1  am  afraid  Mrs.  West  will  hard- 
ly appreciate  army  reform,  whether 
administrative  or  otherwise,  if  it  in- 
volves long  evenings  [msscd  in  me- 
lancholy solitude.  However,  I  had 
better  take  myself  off  too.  I  sup- 
pose we  resume  work  to-morronr 
morninu:?  At  what  time  shall  1 
come  V  " 

**  Suppose  we  say  eleven  ?" 

"  Very  well.    Good-nighi" 
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MIDDLEMARCII, 

It  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  the  Dorothea  Brooke,  the  heroine  of 

large   circle  of  readers  who  hailed  this  Middlemarch  history,  is  as  un- 

with    keen    delight    the  announce-  like  an  ordinary  modern  young  lady 

raent  of  a  new   novel   by  **  George  as   well   can   be.     She   would   have 

Eliot,"   will   be  satisfied   with   that  felt,  perhaps,  that  in  saying  this  we 

writer  for  having  adopted  the  tan-  were    paying   her   almost   the   only 

talising    expedient    of    Issuing   this  compliment  which  she  would  have 

last      by      instalments  —  a     single  valued.      To    be    complimented,    or 

"  book  "   at  a  time.     Certainly   the  even  to  be  made  love  to,  after  the 

tales   which   have   already  proceed-  fashion  which  most  of  her  sex  per- 

cd    from   this   hand   owe  their   de-  mit,  and  even  seem  to  expect,  would 

served  popularity  by  no  means  ex-  have  been  in  her  eyes  somewhat  of  a 

clusivcly  to  the  interest  of  the  nar-  degradation.     Here  is    her    descrip- 

rative,    or    to  that    eager   curiosity  tion : . 

which  may  sometimes  be  roused  by 

the  skilful  handling   of  a  myster3^ 

Far  less  do  they   depend   for   their  **  Mi-^s  Brooke  had  that  kind  of  beauty 

attraction    unon    anvthintr   that  can  ^'^"^^  ^^^^^  ^^*  **^  thrown  into  relief  by 

auracuon    upon   anyming   inai  can  p^^^^  dress.    Her  liand  and  wrist  were  so 

l)e  understood  by  the  term      sensa-  ^i^qIy  formed  that  slie  could  wear  sleeves 

tional."      Such  books  are   not   like  not  less  bare  of  stifle  than  those  in  which 

the     *' foaming     grape     of    eastern  the    Blessed  Virgin  appeared  to  Italian 

France,"    whose  chief    zest  is    lost  Pointers  ;  and  her  protite  aj  well  as  her 

,       '        .1      au     ^  11    J         I  ±     i.  stiUurc  and  bearing  seemed  to  gum  the 

unless  we  take  the  full  draught  at  ^^^^  ^j^^^^jt^.  ^.^^^  j^^r  plain  gd^rmcnte, 

once,  and  which  becomes  stale  aiid  which  by  tlie  side  of  provincial  fashion 

unprofitable  if  set  aside  by  any  in-  gave  her  the  impressivcncfts  of  a  line  quo- 

terruption  :    they  are  like  the  still  tation  from  the  Bible,— or  from  one  of 

old    wine.*    of    rare   vintap-o     whose  ^^  ^^^^^  poets,— in  a  paragraph  of  to- 

oia    ^me,    oi    rare  vintage,    wnose  ^    ,^    newspaper.       She    was    iisually 

flavour  we  love  to  dwell   upon   and  gpokcnofan  being  remarkably  clever,  but 

to  recur  to,  and  which   we   have  no  with  the  i^dltion  that  her  sister  Cella  had 

desire    to   toss  off  out  of  hand.     If  more     connuon-sense.          Nevertheless, 

any  work  of  fiction  can  bear  the  ^  ^'^*\^'\/^^'''-  ^carcely  more  trimmingj*  ; 
I  r  ,  .  ..  'A.I  J.  •  and  H  was  i>nly  to  close  observers  that 
being  read  m  portions  without  in-  i,eivdro..^  dWercd  from  her  sister's,  and 
jury  to  its  effect,  it  is  one  which,  had'a.  shade  of  coquetry  in  its  arrange- 
like  the  present,  is  really  not  so  iuent< ;  for  Miss  Brooke's  plain  drcse- 
much  a  novel  as  a  narrative  which  »»*?  "^'^  1"^,  ^?  ^^^^  conditions,  in 
;c  «^or^«  tu^  r.«v.;«i«  /^f  .^o^.^i'i.i  a4-.i/i;A'e  moat  of  which  her  sister  shared.  Tlic 
IS  made  the  vehicle  of  careful  studies  .^^  ^^  ^^^^^  j^^li^  ^^^  something  to 

of  character,  tine  and  discriminating  ^c  with  it :    the   Brooke    connecUons, 

satire,  and  original  thought  clothed  Uioagli   not   exactly    aristocratic,   were 

in  the  most   finished   and   epigram-  ununostionably 'good :'  if  you  inquired 

matic   language.     Regarded   in   this  ^^^r'"^  ?^[,  ^,  ^«^"^*?.^^^^^^^ 

.,       f°-                 Tiiitii       e  would  not  lind  any  yard-measunng  or 

point    of    view,     each       book       of  ^^^^^^i ,  ^yi^^     forefathers  —  anything 

*  Middlemarch  '    is    complete    in    it^  lower  than  an  admiral  or  a  clergyman  ; 

self.     But  thorough  justice  will  not  and    there    was    even  an  ancestor   dls- 

have  been   done  to  the  work   until  cemible    as    a  Puritan  gentleman  who 

..  ,        1                J  au         u    - A  served  under  Cromwell,  but  afterwarda 

It  has  been  read  through   a   second  ^^  ^formed,  and  managid  to  come  out 

time   as   a  whole  —  an  expenment  o1    11  political  troubles  as  the  proprietor 

which  very  few  will  grudge  to  make,  ol      respectable  family  estate.      Young 

Middlemarch  :  A  Study  of  Provincial  Life.      3y  Gcortrc  Eliot     William  Blacl^? 

wood  and  Sons,  Ediuhonsh  and  London.  18 
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woiniMi  of  rtiich  »)irth,  livinir  in  a  (piiot  is  tho  Squire  of  Tipton    Orange  in 

,              „  _          ...        -                           ^^^ 

three 
icarly 

Dorothea     knew     many     i)assugi's    of  sixty,    of  acquiescent  temper,    niis- 

I»a.^tarrt  />/;«•'/'«  and  of  Jeremy^ Taylor  cellancous   opinions,    and    uncertain 

by  h<;arl;  and  to  Iut  llic  <  e^imus  of  ^    „      jjj     convcrsation-which  in 

njrtnkind,   seen    by  tho    bi^ht  of  Chris-  .  ^.                      •       n                  i           - 

tiaiiitv,  nia<U5  thu    HolicitudL's  of  feml-  of  the  same  niiscclhincous  cliaracter 

ninci  *f:L«*hion  appear  an  cwreupation  for  as  liis  opinions — is  the  sort  of  talk 

Bedhun.     She  could  not  n^oneilii  the  to  which  we  have  all  listened  in  a 

iinxieticrt    of    a  spiritual  life  involvin-;  eountry  house,  the  master  of  which 

otcinial    consequences,   with  u  ki'cn   ni-  ,           .•'      i,    ,         |.-,,         _,           , 

UTe>tinjruiinpand  arlilieial  protru.«*ion3  \]^^    travel  ed   a   little    and   read  a 

of  drapiry.      Ibr  mind  w:ih  theoretic,  httle,  and  dahblcd  a  little  in  accom- 

and  vt'arned    l)y  its  nature  after  some  jdishmcnts  in  his  vounperdays.     Mr. 

b.fty'  <'oneeption    of   the  world  which  Brooke's  mind  is" a  perfect  museum 

miixht    frankly    melude    the    pari.^b  of  ^r  :j1j,„^   or  whit  ho  tnkes  for  such  • 

Tii.ton  and    her   «.wn    nde  of  conduct  oi  "icas   or  >^  nai  nc  laKCS  lor  SUCD  , 

there;  ^he  was  enamoured  of  intenisity  J  ust  as  his  library  drawers  are  stuffed 

and   i^n-atner^s,    and   nirth   in  cnibnicml;  with  what  he  calls  ''documents'* — 

whatever  si-enied  to  her  to  ba\M«  those  miscellaneous   papers  which  he  has 

,isi.eet>  ;    likely  to  M'ek   martyrdom,  to  ^.^,\\^,^,i^,^l  o„  all  sorts  of  subjects  ;  and 

maki'    retractation^,   and  then    to  incur  ..        ^.                       i          i-       H          «_• 

martyrdom  after  all  in  a  ciuarter  where  l»»c       scnippy    slovenliness    as    hui 

bhii  had  not  houi^ht  it."  author  calls  it,  with  which  he  jerks 

out  liis  disjointed  talk  is  hi{i^h1y  oomi- 

Her  pet  occupation   Cor  her  **fa-  (,^1.     Ue  indnl|:es  a  jrood-h  urn  cured 

vourite. />///,"  as  her  sister    irrcver-  illusion  that  he  is  a  kind  of  unde- 

enlly  calls  it)  is  dniwinj;  plans  of  yeloped  universal  penius,  a  Crichton 

model   cotta^^cs  for  the   i)oor  ;    she  ^-^  .^,„^,^,,^  y.\^^  ^ould  have  beaten  hiH 

disciplines     herself     by     occasional  listeners  at  their  own  favourite  wca- 

fasts,    has   scruples   about   wearing  p^ns  if  he   had    cared    to- take  the 

even  her  mother's  family  jewels,  and  pains.      ''  I    was   too  intlolent,    you 

thou-h  very  fond   of  ridinp,  is   not  j^^ow  ^'— he   explains,  on   one  occa- 

free  from   conscientious  (jualms   on  sion—-  else  1  mijrht  have  been  any- 

that    subject.     *'She   felt   that  she  ^^bere  at  one  time."      Indcetl,    his 

enjoyed  it  in  a  j  a-un  sensuous  sort  natural    zeal   for   knowleiljrc   would 

of  way,  and  always  looked  forward  }^^y^.  ».  carried  him  over  the  hedge," 

to  reiiouncinK  it."     In  short,  she  is  as    ho    observes,    "but    I    saw    it 

one  of  those  possible  Samt  Theresas  wouldn't  do -I  pulled  up  ;    I  pulled 

who,    throujrh     '*  the    meanness    of  „p  i„  time."     This  complacent  ap- 

op].ortuiiity,"    never    come    to    the  prcciation  of  his   own  lapse<i   i>ossi- 

^****"*-  bilities   is  of  the   most    inoflensivc 

(Vlia,    the  yoiinpT,    looks    upon  sort,  thoiijrh  it  brings  the  Squire  into 

her  sister's  peculiarities  with  a  gocxl  j^^^n^g   jittlo  trouble,  inasmuch  as  it 

deal  of  awe,  mixed  with  suppressed  tempts  him  to  take  up  the   *'inde- 

impatioMce.       She   has   the   feeliiifr,  pendent"  line  in  ]>olitics,  and  fall  a 

.qometimes,    that   Dorothea    is   "too  prey  to  the  radical  wire-pullers  in  the 

religious    for   family  comfort.  '     To  borough  of  Middlemarch,  who    are 

her  jiractical  eyes—  as  eager  as  any  of  their  fellows  to 

4.X'  4-           1          1              1-1         M4  secure  a  gentleman   of  family    and 

*' N<»t ions  and  t^cruples  were  lik(^  siult  ...       .'^   .      .     .i    •    *       1 

necdl.-s,  making  one  afmid  of  treailing,  P05*Jt»on  to  (Alt  in  their  front. 

or  Killing  down,  or  even  eating."  To  such  a   man,  his   niece   Doro- 
thea is  necessarily   somewhat  of  a 

Mr.    Hrooke,    the   bachelor   unr-le  mystery.     He  looks  upon  her  with 

with   whom   the  two  sisters  reside,  much  admiration,  a  little  occasional 
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awe,  and  a   little  of  that  contempt  nncertainty— how   coald   he   affect   her 

which  we  all  secretlv  feel  for  anv-  ^  *  ^^^^^ '    ^^^  *'®*^^y  <ie^lS^^f «1  ™ar- 

wnicn  \i  e  an  sccrtuy  leei  lor  any  ^        ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  husband 

thing  which  we  cannot  understand.  ^^  ^  ^^^1  of   father,  and  could  teach 

Her  ways   are   not  as  the  ways  of  you  even  Hebrew,  if  you  wished  it." 

other  young  women.      And    when        i^  fact,  Miss  Brooke  has  just  at 

she  declares  it  "  impossible"  for  her  this  time  found— or  thinks  she  has 

to  marry  their  neighbour,  Sir  James  found— the  ideal  hero  to  whom  she 

Chettam— "a     blooming    English-  fg^ls   she   can   devote   herself,    who 

man  of   the  red-whiskered  type"—  (to  use  the  expression  of  her  own 

whose  estates  adjoin  the  Tipton  pro-  thoughts)    "  could   understand    the 

perty,   and  who   is    really  a    very  higher  inward  life,  and  with  whom 

good  tempered   and   amiable  fellow  there  could  be  some  spiritual  com- 

besides  being  a  baronet— though,  as  munion."  To  her  enthusiastic  fancy, 

even   Mr.  Brooke  is  driven  to  con-  which   has  been   dreaming   of   this 

fess,    *'  he    doesn't    go    much    into  nobler  destiny  of  women,  the  com- 

idcas"— then  his  feeling  of    the  in-  jng  cavalier  wears  upon  his  head  (we 

scrutable  nature  of  the  female  pro-  are  borrowing  the  illustration  from 

bleni  is  confirmed.  the  motto   to   the   chapter)  the  ro- 

♦'Mr.  Brooke  wondered,  and  felt  that  splendent  helmet  of  Mambrino.    Cer- 

woiiien   were  an    inexhaustible    subject  tainly,  to  the  reader's  eyes,  he  ap- 

of  8tudy,  Fince  even  he  at  his  n«j:e  was  pears  clad  in  much  more  ordinary 

not  in  a  perfect  state  of  scientitic  pre-  fashion.      He   is   the   Rev.    Edward 

diction  about  them,"  r^         i  a.  j  •      /r      u 

^.    ^  /^,    ^x       .1  Casaubon,  rector  and  squire  (for  he 

I>oor  Sir  James  Chcttom  has  been  jj^^g   j^,    the    manor-house)   of    the 

ari  unacknowledged  suitor  of  Doro-  neighbouring  parish   of    Lowick,  a 

thca  s  some  time  before   the   story  jeamed  and  retired  scholar,  who  has 

opens.     He  has  never  as  yet  made  ^^^        ^s  been  making  voluminous 

open  profession ;  and  Dorothea  has  collections    for    an    important  pro- 

fiteadily  in  her  own   mind,   though  j^^^ted  work-a  *Key  to  all  Mytho- 

attcrly  with  some  degree  of  wilful  ,     j^g  ,  intended  to  show  "that  all 

blindness,  referred  all   his  visits  to  the    mythical     systems    or     erratic 

the   Grange  to   the  account  of   her  niythical    fragments    in    the   world 

younger  sister,  and  treated  hira  with  ^^.^e  corruptions  of  a  tradition  on- 
a  frank  kindness  as  a  possible  bro-      i^^lly  revealed;"  to  supersede,  wc 

ther-m-Jaw.     lor  Celia  such  a  des-  suppose,  that  remarkable  but  aUnost 

tmy,   with  Its  commonplace  happi-  forgotten  book,  Gale's  *  Court  of  the 

ncss,    might  be   possible ;    but  for  Gentiles.'     Mr.  Casaubon  dines  for 

herself— the  idea,  when  it  is  flashed  the   first  time  at   the  Grange,  and 

upon  her  consciousness  at  last  by  there  makes  complete   conquest  of 

Ccha  s  plain-speaking,  is,  as  she  says,  p^or  Dorothea.     Iler  admiration  is 

horrible.  ^jot  shared  by  Celia,  who  can  see  no 

*'Dorotliea,  with  all  her  eagerness  to  Mambrino's    helmet  — only   a   very 

^^Vn-L^''^'-^'""'  ?^  1'^'''  ''''^'"'''^  ^Sr^  plain  man  of  from  forty-five  to  fifty, 

childbltc    ideas    about    niurnage.      Slic  '  ..V    Yi-   i  •  lu         a-    i.       r 

felt  sure  slie  would  have  accepted  the  with  blinking  eyes,  the  effect  of 
judicious  Hooker,  if  she  had  been  bom  continual  study,  and  other  disagree- 
in  time  to  pave  him  from  that  wretched  able  peculiarities.  Here  is  the  con- 
mirtUkc  he  made  in  matrimony ;  or  yersation  which  takes  place  between 
John  Milton  when  liis  blindness  had  xi.  •  a  *a  xu*  a  l  j- 
come  on ;    or  any  of    the  other   preat  ^^^  listers  after  this  first  dinner  :— 

men  whose  odd  liabits    it  would  have        "When    the   two   girls   were   in   the 

been  glorious  jnety  to  endure.     But  an  drawini^-room  alone,  Celia  said — 
amiable    handsome    baronet,   who    said         "*  How  very  ugly  Mr.  Casaubon  is ! ' 
*' Exactly"    even    when   she    expressed        **' Celia!     lie   is   one   of   tlio   moc»t 
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distinpruishcd  men  I  ever  paw.     He  is  he  eerapca  his  spoon?    And  he  always 

rciiiarktibly  like  the  ])ortrait  of  Locke.  l)Iiuks  before  he  speaks.    I  doirt  know 

Ue  lias  tlie  same  deep  eye-sockets.'  whether  Locke   Idiiiked,  but  Fm  snrc 

"  'Had  Locke  those  two  white  moles  I'm  8orr>'  for  tliose  who  sat  oppu^jitc  to 

with  hairs  (m  them  ? '  him  if  lie  did.' 

"  *  Oh,  T  daresay !  when  people  of  a  "  '  Celia,'  said  Dorothea,  with  cm- 
certain  sort  looked  at  him,'  said  Doro-  ]>hatie  jj^nivity,  *pniy  don't  ninke  any 
thea,  walkinf^  away  a  little.  more  (>l>scr>aiions  of* that  kind.' 

"  '  Mr.  Casaubon  is  so  sallow.'  "  '  Why  not?     They  arc  quite  true,' 

'"AH    the.    better.      I    siij^pose    yon  returned   C-elia,    who'liad    her   renrtons 

admin;  a  man   with  the  complexion  of  for  i)ersoverin«r,  tliouffh  she  was  Iwjfin- 

a    att-hon    lir  laiV     fTliis    is  a    spiteful  niniir  to  be  a  little  afniid. 

hit  at  poor  Sir  Jame.^— for  Cella's  bene-  "  '  Many  thinpi  arc  true  which  only 

tit.  I  the  commonest  minds  obhcn'c.' 

"'Dodo I'    exclaimed    (-elia,    h)okin^  " 'Then  I  think  the  commonest  minds 

after  her  in  suri)rise.      '  I   never  hi'aid  must  be  nit  her  useful.     I  think  it  is  a 

you  make  siicrli  a  (romparison  brfon'.'  i)ity  Mr.  C'asaubon's  mother  Iiad  not  a 

'"Why  should   I   make  it  before  the  commoner  mind:  she  mii>;ht  have  tuuj^ht 

occasion  came?    It  is  a  jjood  compari-  him  better.' 

son ;  the  match  is  perfect.'  ix    •      ti              i                  •            bm. 

"Miss  JJrookt!  was  clearly  forj^etthi-,'  It   is    the   modem   version,  often 

htrrseif,  and  Celia  thouirht  so.  repeated   in   the  prosaic   chronicles 

'"I  wonder  you  show  temper,  Doro-  of    life,  of    Titania  and   her   love; 

t'\^';VTi  •            •  *  1  •       .,.   n  y.   ♦K-.f  <'"^y   tl^iit  in  tliis  case  the  hero  of 

"  *  It  IS  po  i^amful  in  vou,  Ceha,  that  ,    •'.   .           i    •     i*            i    *            l- 

YOU  will  look  at  human  bein^-s   as   if  fonnnino   admiration,   whatever    his 

thi'v  were  mere  animals  with  a  toilette,  social  deficiencies,  has  not  exactly  an 

aiui  neviTsee  the  j^reai  soul  in  a  man's  ass\s  head  on  his  shoulders.     He  is* 

^"f!*/..      m.     r,       1                  *        101  <>"H'  too  learned,  and   too  dcvotc«l 

'"lias   Mr.  Casaubon  a  CTcat  soul?'     ^     "i  •     i-*  •         .• i-  -n   i. 

CHia  was  not  without  a  lomh  of  naive  ^^  1"J.  hterary  investigations.     But 

iimlico.  the  die  is  cast.     1hc  beauty  ana 

"'Ve*»,  I  believe;  he  has,'  said  Doro-  hrijrhtness  of  Dorothea,  her  intclli- 

tlwa,  with  \\w.  full  voice  of   decision,  pence   and   enthusiasm, — and    even 

I  l-.verythinji:  I  sc.e  in  him  c..rresponds  to  ^jn                                  ^    suppose,    tho 

his  pamphlet  on  HiblM-al  (osinoloio.  i     i     •  Vl         x         '^i       *  •  •  V^      % 

"•lie  talks  very  little,' said  C.rni  marked    interest    with    which    she 

'"There  is  no  one  for  him  to  talk  listens  to  his  pedantic  sententious- 

to.'  "  ness, — have    caught    tho    fancy    o£ 

tho  middle-aged  student,  and  awoke 

«ut  Celiacs  opinion  of   this  hero  "»  !»""  a  sensation  which  he  sup- 

of  her   sisterVs  imagination  is  more  P^^^cs  to  he  love.     It  is  not  only,  or 

plainly   expressed  during  a  suhso-  <-lHcfly,  that  helms  been  *' using  up 

<picnt     conversation     between     the  ^^'^  eyesight  too  much  of  late  upon 

two.     T!ic    Hector    is    coining     to  <>1^^  manu.v»cri])ts,  and  wants  a  reader 

the  (;rangc  again    to   dinner;    this  ^^^   ^"s   evenings,"   and    is,   in   this 

time  as  the  accepted  lover  of  Doro-  matter,    "fastidious   in   voices,"    as 

thca,  though  the  vounger  sister  has  >^t*    has    told    Mr.  Brooke :    though 

not  vet  been  made  aaiuaintcd  with  t»»»^  consideniti<m  has  clearly  had  a 

thatfact.  large  share  in  directing  his  thoughts 

towanls  the  acquisition  of   a  wife 

,           .           ,.  Still,  his  feelings    arc   genuine,    so 

.k"uiI.:  M7<:'.;"mi';..n  ■'•'''"'""'  "'  """''  f="-  »«  «'«y  K"-    T).c  lonR  letter  in 

•"  Not  tiiati  know  <if.'  which   he  conveys   his   propoml  18 


It  t 


1    ho]ie   there   is   s(»me   one   else,  redeemed  from  much  of  its  cgotiftm 

Then  I  shall  not  hejir  him  eat  his  sou])  ^nd  as.siimption  of    superiority   bj 

**^**    .,,,   .    .     ,,  ,   ,,       ,     .  one  or  two  touches  which  show  that 

" '  \\  hat    H    thei"C    remarkable    alxmt  i     i_       x        i      i_       •  n 

his  soup-«*tinic  V  ^\\c\\  heart  as  ho  has  is  really  con- 

"'Keally,  Dodo,  can't  you  hear  how  cerned   in   the   matter,  and  by   the 
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confession   that   '^in   this  order    of  suit,  and  might  rather  startle  her 

experience  he  is  still  young/*  self -appreciation     to   be     told   that, 

Dorothea  accepts    him,  —  thank-  instead  of  a  necessity  to  the  suitor^s 

fully,  almost  rapturously ;  with  an  happiness,  she  is  only  to  bo  taken 

amount   of  tearful  gratitude  which,  up  as  the  amusement  of  a  ^*  vacant 

if  young  ladies  in  her  position  often  hour." 

feel,  they  at   least  do  not  let  cither  No  wonder  that  such  a  lover  looks 

their  lovers  or  their  biographers  into  forward  eagerly  to  *'  the  happy  ter- 

the  secret     "  She  fell  on  her  knees,  mination  of  his  courtship/'  because, 

buried  her  face,  and  sobbed."     Here  among  other  reasons,  it  is  "a  hin- 

was  her  ideal  destiny  realised.  drance  to  the  progress  of  his  great 

work." 
*'  How  could  it  occur  to  her  to  exa- 

mine  the  letter,  t^  look  at  it  criti«illy  ..g  ^    j       ^^    deliberately   incurred 

as  a  profession   of    love?      Her 'whole  ♦!,«    u!„j1«„  "     i,„,)^"«    «,oi^ 

8oul  was  possessed  by  the  fact  that  a  Ilf^H     hft  ff^La  nZ^fi^n  fnr  ^L  t^ 

#..ii«-  i:f«  ,..,.„  ......  :.w-  i,^r^-^  k«.  .  »».«  mmd  that  it  was  now  time  for  him  to 

fuller  life  was  openiiii?  before  her;  she  ^        j^j    life  with  the  Ln-aces  of  female 

Who*r  3''^f  tm'.H^n  '"sho'^wat  companionshipr  to  irra^at^  the  gloom 

l^n?  f/  f  .f  T.n*;-o   r  J^    inV  th.    Jnor  H^  ^hich  f atiguc  was  apt  to  hang  over  the 

S    tir    d  ^Slv'^^^^^^^^^^  intervals    Sf   studioKs    labou?  with  the 

..ooo  ..«^  ..»,^  ..Z.:  ,.f  u^y^ r^^r.  5.J««J;.;^  play  of  female  fancy,  and  to  secure  in 

Zf  nt  ^n^K    norPn.ntnrrP  ^  n^^^^^  ^»»i^'  l^»s  Culminating^ 'age,  tlie  solace  of 

wcfrld'sh-ibH^'    P^^^^Pt^""^-^  «f    ^^^  female  tendance  f or"  his^'decUning  years. 

woricibnaDiis.  jj^^^^  j^^  determined  to  abandon  him- 

If  Miss  Brooke's  feelings  are  verv  ^^'^^  ^<^  ^^^^  stream  of  feeling,  and  per- 

unlikc  those  which  ordinary  young  ^'""^'t  ^'f  surprised  to  find  what  an  ex- 

,  ,•  ,                 .      -^   ^ .      ^  ceedino^lv  shallow    rill  it  was.      As    in 

women  would    be   conscious    of    on  (iroui?htv  regions  baptism  by  immersion 

the  eve  of  matrimony,  so  is  the  Rev.  could  only  be  perft)rmed  symbolically, 

PMward  Casaubon,  in  his  views  on  so  Mr.  Casjjiubon  found  that  sprinklin;; 

that   important  step,  very  unlike  a  ^'i^  ^^^,  ^V"^*^  approach  to  a  plunge 

^««,ii«f:/«  i/^,T««      11^  .1^^^   ««4.  u     •  which  his  stream  would  aflrord  him:  and 

regulation  lover.     He  does  not  hesi-  j^^  concluded  that  the  poets  had  much 

tatc,  m  his  very  original  love-letter,  exaggerated  the  force  of  mascuUne  pas- 

to  explain  that  he  looks  upon  Doro-  sion." 

thea   as   a   companion    who   is    *'  to  -n  i.  rv      au                        i.     i 

supply  aid  in  grayer  labours,  and  to  .    But  Dorothea  sees  no  shortcom- 

calt  a  charm  over  vacant  hours."  l"^^-     She  supphes  all  that  .s  want- 

c^    „  „•      •              t  4.U  •    a    i.  ii^K  out  of  the  wealth  of   her  own 

550,  again,  in  one  of  their  first  con-  .  ^    .     , . 

versations   after   their    engagement,  ^™^"^^  ^^^ 

he  says  to  her:   **The  great  charm  '*Slic  filled  up  all   blanks   with   nn- 

of  your  sex  is  its  capability  of    an  nia">fcsted  perfections,  interpreting  him 

-,il   *      ir         -a  '         ce    f               ,  a.s  she  interpreted  the  works  of   Provi- 

ardent  self-sacmficing  affection ;  and  ^enee,  and  accounting  for  seemlnjr  dis- 

herein  we  see   its  fitness   to  round  cords  by  her  own  deafness  to  the  liigher 

and  complete  the  existence  of   our  harmonies.    And  there  are  many  blanks 

own."      It   is   not   improbable   that  ^^^^  "^  ^^»«  "^^^^^  o'  courtship  wliicha 

middle-aged  gentlemen,   when    they  |;;^;S  ^^^^^    fi"*    ^^^**    ^^Pl^^    ^^'^' 
choose  a  wife  of  deliberate  purpose 

rather   than    from    what    is    called  She   is    content,    therefore,    with 

falling   in   love,  are  often  very  con-  the  most  imperfect  utterances  of  the 

sciously   and   principally  influenced  idol   which   she   has   set   up.      She 

by    such    considerations,  and    that  even   smothers    her    natural    disap- 

they    are    frequently    much    more  pointment  when,  in  response  to  her 

truly    **  in    love "  with    themselves  enthusiasm  about  model  cottages,  he 

than  with  the  lady.     But  they  must  "  diverts  the  talk  to  the  extremely 

feel  that  it  would  scarcely  help  their  narrow    accommodation  which  was 
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to  be  had  in  the  dwcirmp;8  of  tlic  lie  necda  nic  much  1cm  than  I  need 
ancient    Egyptians."       The    author    i»in»^'" 

sums  up  this  form  of  liero-worship,  »^o  they  arc  married ;  to  the  dis- 
which  meets  us  in  so  many  shapes,  comfUurc  of  poor  Sir  James  Chct- 
in  one  of  those  terse  and  frequent  tam,  wlio  bears  his  defeat,  however, 
sentences  with  which  these  vohnnes,  with  very  sensible  philosophy  ;  to 
like  their  predecessors,  abound.  the  dismay  of  good  Mr.  Brooke,  who 

has  to  fall  back  for  support  upon 

incora- 
the 
more 
antipa- 
thy to  "notions,"  and  in  likely   to 

Once,  indeed,  the  veil  is  half-  have  an  uncomfortable  recollection, 
lifted  from  her  eyes,  and  a  casual  for  some  time  after  the  wedding,  of 
remark  from  her  future  husband,  the  very  free  strictures  which  she 
which  he  lels  fall  in  the  most  com-  has  passed  upon  the  bridegroom; 
plete  unconsciousness  of  all  that  it  and  to  the  entire  disap]>roYal  of  a 
reveals,  jars  painfully  upon  her  certain  Mrs.  Cadwallader,  wife  of 
woman's  feeling.  It  has  ])een  set-  another  rector  in  the  neighbourhood, 
tied,  that  they  are  to  go  as  far  as  who  has  great  confidence  in  her 
Rome  on  their  wedding  journey,  capacity  for  regulating  the  aflfairs 
Mr.  Casaubon  has  some  literary  re-  of  lier  neighbours  generally,  and 
searches  to  make  in  the  Vatican,  especially  in  the  matter  of  match- 
Celia   has    declined    to    accom])any    making. 

them,  nor  does  Dorothea  herself  dc-  The  marriage  turns  out  not 
sire  it;  her  visions  of  future  hai>pi-  niore  happily  than  might  be  cx- 
ness  and  usefulness  are  fully  self-  pocted.  Not  that  it  leads  to  any 
sullicient  for  her.  IJut  Mr.  fasau-  doimslic  catastrophe;  the  hand  from 
bon  is  disappointeil— on  her  account,  wliich  *Mid<llemarch  *  cornea  docs 
of  course.  not   re<[uire   to   work    that   kind   of 

♦"V«ni  will  liuvc  innny  Ioih'Iv  lioura,  P<>P"lar  material  up  into  the  story. 
Dorothea,  for  I  shall  hv  coii^tniiiud  to  Ihit  Casaubon  is  unlovable;  un- 
makL'  the.  utmost  ii>c  of  my  tiiiu*  (luriiii;  lovable  by  any  possibility  of 
our  stav  in  Koine,  and  I  hliall  f.-d  soman's  manifold  nature,  as  poor 
nion*  at  liluTtv  if  vou  had  a  companion.      i«        ..  ii        i* ,  «       ¥• 

-The  wc.nis  '-1  shonld  frrl  moiv  at  Dorothea  presently  discovers.  Ln- 
lihcrty'  jrmlid  on  Dorotlu'a.  For  iho  lovable  because  he  has  no  capacity 
li^^t  time  in  spcakinj;  to  Mr.  (;asaub(m  in  himself  for  loving  any  thing  except 
^llo  (•(»lorid  from  annoyance  ^j^   projected   book,   and    finds  his 

'*'\oii  lnu^t  liavc.  nwsundorstood  ine  ,.^.,„'  „,:r..  «,.,.««♦«.,  „  .»«.^».  »»j 
^crv  mmh,'  >\w.  said,  'if  v.m  think  I  y^nn^'^^ify,  except  as  a  reader  and 
slumld  iK.t  I'ntir  into  tlie  value  of  your  amanuensis,  a  positive  cmbarra.4S- 
time;  if  ynu  think  tliat  1  should*  not  nient.  Vet  none  the  lc.<:s  will  the 
wiliin«riy  jiive  up  wliatcvcr  interfered  thou«i;htful  reader  regard  liioi,  in 
with  your  u^lnKit  to  the.  liest  j^urpose.' '»     j^j^j^^  ^f  j^;^  narrow  selfishness  and 

15ut  when  she  goes   up   to   dress  hardness,    with     great     i)ity.      For 

for   dinner,    she   reproaches   herself  npon  hmi,  no  less  than  upon  Doro- 

for  the  irritation  she  has  felt,  and  V^«»'  ^^^^  truth  is  breaking  by  slow 

for  the  tone  in  which  she   had  an-  ;h;grc'es    that  the  great  u]^  of  hia 

twcred  liiin.  "^^  *^  ^  hopeless  failure.     The  secret 

gnawing  mistrust  of  his  own  powers, 

-'Surely  I  am  in  a  stninirely  PelHsh  ,Vhich  creeps  over  him  like  a  slow 
weak  state  nf  nnnd,   slic  said  to  hen-elf.  i      •         ^i  •  •  al   ^    ai. 

Mlowean   I   have  a  hii>hand  XNho  is  ^o  pJinilvsis  ;     the    suspicion     that    the 

inueli  al)o\c  mo  witliout  knowing  that    row    of    close-iillcd   notc-books,   the 
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darling  interest  and  occupation  of  a  divinity  in  his  eyes.  Ho  lets  fall 
life,  will  never  in  his  hands  take  some  words  about  English  scholar- 
connected  shape,  that  he  has  mis-  ship  being  behind  the  rest  of  the 
taken  the  diligence  of  a  collector  for  world,  and  Mr.  Casaubon's  misfor- 
the  genius  of  an  author,  and  that  tune  in  not  reading  German, 
even  if  his  ability  were  equal  to  the 
task,    still    the    literary    world   has  /' Young  Mr.  Ladislaw  was  not  at  all 

K««J    «xx:^«    ^«    «,u:i^  1 !..>«   u  "^'*^P  himself    m  German  wnlcrs;    but 

been   gomg   on    while  he  has   bc.cn  ^,^.,^  uttle  acliicvcnient   is  required   in 

Imgenng— that  his  researches  have  order  to  pity  another  man's  shortcom- 

bcen   anticipated   by   more   modern  hi,:^." 

scholars  and  that  in  all  his  elaborate  Dorothea    loyally     defends     her 

disquisitions   he  is  but   fighting  in  husband,  and  Ladislaw  is  piqued  into 

argument    against     the    ghosts    of  ^t;,,  ^^^e  disrespectful   utterances, 

long-exploded    cirors-al    this    is  h^  f^^^^  ^^^^^^  students  who  only 

as  bitter  a  mortification  to  the  stu-  u^rawl  a  little  way  after  men  ol  the 

dent  as  the  disenchantment  of   her  j^st  century,  and  correct  thcu-  mis- 

illusions  IS  to  the  young  wife.     Self-  takes-living  in  a  lumber-room,  and 

ish  pedant  though   he  be,  we   can-  furbishing  up   broken-legged    theo- 

not  help   but   P'ty  him;   especially  rfes  about  Chus  and  Misreim." 
when  he  sees,  or  thinks  he  sees,  that 

this    keen-eyed    young    enthusiast,  *"now  can  you  speak  so  lijjhtly?' 

whom  he  has  married  to  be  a  help-  ^^id   Dorothea,    with   a    look    between 

meet   in  a   very    unusual   sense,    is  "^''^^^  T^  ^J'/i^'    '}l  ^^,^'^^^*  ^  y«? 

I           .              Mi.       -A-      .*!_••  P»iv,  what  could  be  sadder  than  so  much 

becoming  a  silent  critic  of  his  mca-  ardent  labour  all  in  vain  ?       .       .       . 

pacity.  lie  suddenly  begins  to  look  Indeed,  I  am  wrong  altogether.  Fail- 
upon  her  as  "a  personification  of  "re  after  long  perscveranee  is  much 
that  shallow  world  which  surrounds  grander  than  never  to  have  a  striving 
the  ill-appreciated  and  desponding  good  enough  to  be  called  a  failure.' " 
author.''  There  has  come  upon  the  But  the  arrow  thus  launched  re- 
scene  too,  in  order  further  to  trouble  mains  fixed  in  the  wound.  Still, 
his  literary  peace,  a  young  cousin  Dorothea's  nature  is  too  noble  for  it 
whom  he  has  half-adopted,  and  to  to  have  any  cfi^ect  upon  her  loyalty 
whom  he  has  offered  to  give  a  start  to  her  husband.  Her  eyes  become 
in  life  in  any  career  to  which  his  opened  painfully,  not  only  to  her 
choice  may  lead  him.  But  to  Will  own  illusion,  but  to  her  husband's 
Ladislaw,  mercurial  in  temperament  also.  "  She  felt  the  waking  of  a 
and  indolent  in  practice,  choice  of  a  presentiment  that  there  might  be  a 
career  is  the  most  difficult  thing  in  sad  consciousness  in  his  life  which 
the  world.  An  amateur  painter,  he  made  as  great  a  need  on  his  side  as 
has  been  hanging  about  the  studios  on  her  own." 

in  Rome  during  the  Casaubons'  visit  The  closing  scenes  of  Casaubon's 
there,  and,  by  virtue  of  his  relation-  life,  made  more  anxious  and  hope- 
ship,  has  estiblished  an  intimacy  less  by  the  presence  of  the  fatal  dis- 
with  Dorothc  I  f-T  quite  an  innocent  ease  which,  as  both  he  and  his  young 
kind,  but  of  which  Mr.  Casaubon  is  wife  know  each  in  their  secret 
in  a  certain  sense  and  half-uncon-  hearts,  may  cut  it  short  at  any 
sciously  jealous.  The  young  man  moment,  are  described  in  masterly 
is  not  fond  of  his  elderly  cousin,  in  fashion.  Few  authors  could  have 
spite — or  possibly  because— of  his  succeeded  in  making  us  understand 
pecuniary  obligations  to  him,  and  to  the  selfish  egoism  of  the  antiquated 
him  it  B^ems  ''  too  intolerable  that  scholar,  and  the  high-souled  sacrifice 
Dorothea  should  be  worshipping  which  tlie  wife  still  makes  to  duty 
this  husband,"  who  is  far  from  a  after  her  brighter  dream  has  for  ever 
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disappcarc<l,   without    rousinp;    our  tion    breathing    hardly    under    the 

indi«^nation    against    the    cohl    and  pressure  of   self-distrust;   the   goal 

unsyrnpathising  husband.      Hut    it  receding  and  the  heavier  limb^  ;  and 

is  done ;  and  the  liardness  in  which  now  at   last    the   sword    trembling 

he    locks    himself    up     agjiinst    all  vLsilHy  aborc  hirn.'' 

attempts  at  sympathy  on  Dorothea's  AVe  have  lingered  over  a  portion 

part  only   increases   the  pathos   of  of    the  book   which   develops   most 

his  lonely  desj)ondcncy.     Tiie  bar-  remarkably  the  writer's  powers,  and 

rier  which  disparity  of  every  kind  we  prefer   to   leave    the   future   of 

has  thrown  up  between  the  two,  is  Dorothea  Casaubon  to  be  sought  out 

described  with   a  wonderful  power  by  our  readers  in  the  volumes  them- 

of  thoughtful  analysis,  and  in  Ian-  selves.      Her  discarded!   tuitor,    Sir 

guage  wliich  demands  in  return  no  James  Chettam,  who  is  by  no  means 

little     thought     from     the    reader,  the  kind  of  person  to  break  his  heart 

80  pregnant  with  meaning  is  every  for  any  woman,  consoles  himself   in 

phrase.  very  brief  space  by  transferring  hii 

affections     to    the    younger    sister, 

Celia.     And  that  placid  and  prosaic 

*'Slic  nursed   him,  slio  nwl  to  him,  young  lady  is  much  too  rational  to 

!! Ti  5r/n"',rV:f  .  !L'%  T')^  TI  n''"'"  ii"^»>v    ins    passing    preference    for 

souriUms  iilxml  his   foelm;rs;   hut  then;  ,.        ,,         .  *    ,       P.  '   ,                   - 

had  entered  into  llic   InL-^huud's   mind  Dorothea  to  stand  m  the  way  of  an 

the  eertainty  that  s-lie  judi^ed  him,  and  arrangement  which  she  feels  will  be 

thut  Ikt    wifely    d<'v.)t(:diie.-.^    was   like  more  suitable  for  all  parties.     The 

ft  ])euitential  expiation  of    iinhelieving  baronet,  indeed,  like  a  true   gentle- 

th()uu:hts  —  was    aeeomiKinied     with      a  '  .       .     '        ^i  •  .^i«:^  i^-,u^ 

power  of  eomparison  hv  wliieh  hims.lf  "^^"i  maintams   a   chivalnc  loyalty 

and  his  doini^s  wen-  ^eeii  too  luminously  to  the  lady  who  was  none  the  loss 

us  a  pari    of    Ihiuirs   in    general.     \\U  worthy    of     his    love    because    she 

discontent    par^n-d  "vai-our-iike^  thron-li  ^^^^^l^l   j^^t    accept    it.       lie    always 

Jill    iHT    gi'ntie     lovm;:    manifestati«.ns,  p,.,,*:,,,,,,^    f^    fi\:,,i.     DnrnthoA     *^a, 

and  eUmi,-  t.,  thai  inapi.reeiativis  world  coiiUnut.s    to    think     Uoroiivpa       a 

which  hhc  had  only  hroui;lil  nearer  to  noblewoman,     who  '*  ought  to  have 

him.  been  a  (pieen ;"   an   opinion   which 

"  Poor  Mr.  Casauhon !    This  HulTerinc:  (Vdia   receives   with   much   compla- 

wa.s  the  harder  to  hear  l,eeaus<.  it  K.-med  ^         r^       ..  ,t   was    very    wclV*    she 

hke.    ii    hetraval  :     tlie    vonni;    creature  ,,      "^ t  t    c,  t       c-      i            l 

who  had  worsiiipped  hiin  with  perfect  t^^^ught,      for  Sir  James  to  say  ao, 

tru<t    had    ciuicklv     turned    into    tin;  hut  /to  would  not  have  been    com- 

eritieul    wife;    anil   early    inst^mci-s    of  fortable    with     Dodo,"  —  in    which 

eritiei-m  and  resentment  had  mad«-  an  ]J^,\\^,i  j.]ie  was  undoubtedly  right 

Im]lre^sIon     wimh    no    tenderness    and  rn.  .  ««.,«.«  «p  *i.„  .,#.x«,.  i„u«„  .,« 

sulnni...ion    affrwanls    could    remove.  ^  ^'^^  course  of  the  story  takcR  US 

To  lii^  suspieiv>us  interpretatiim  Doro-  very  much   nito   the  borough-town 

thca's  i-ih'uce  nf)w  was  a  suppri-ssrd  re-  of  Middlemarch,  and  the  provincial 

hellion;    a  remark    fnnn  hi-r  which   lie.  magnates     who     make    up    society 

I;:''\hV'!  '"f^'"''  '"•■'  ''"tx^n^^t^'^l/^-'^""  there.      And  here,  we  need  hardly 

ji.-s«M-tion   of  (Mmscious  supt'rioritv;    her  ^i               ,.           i  •    •     '^   1 1    ^ 

irvuWi'   answers    had   an   irritating  can-  say,  the  ])eculiar  and  Humitable  force 

ti(m>ne.ss  in  them:  and  when  she  a(«pd-  with  which,  avoiding  anythiaf^  like 

<'sc<-d  it  was  a   pi'lf-apprt»ved  eilbrt  of  caricature,    *'  (Jeorgo    Kliot"   brings 

forhearanci"     The  tenacity   witji   whiH»  before  us  the  characteristics  of  Eng- 

n<J    strove    to    hide    t  ns   mward  drama  i«  i         •  i  n       i           it      •      ^  n 

made  it  the  more  vivid  f,,r  him;  as  we  l>sh    niiddle-dass    hfe   is    fully  ex- 

In-ar  with   the.  more  keenne:rs  what  we  cmplified.     It  may    be    that    those 

wish  others  not  to  hear."  smoother  and  more  relined  circles  in 

which   everything   is   cut,   more  or 

less,  to  an  artilicial  and  uniform  pat- 

We  learn  to  see,  with  Dorothea's  tern,  an<l  where  few  things  are  more 

eyes,  **  the  lonely  labour,  the  ambi-  dreaded  tlian  the  imputation  of  od- 
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dity,  present  less  attractive  matter  the  value  of  the  drawing  lies  simply 

to  an    original    artist  ;    since    one  in  the  touch  of  the  artist's  hand, 
moderh     drawing-room    scene    and 

conversation  may  be  and  is  multi-        u  n,    a,^.«,„,«  „«« «    *i 

i.   ,  ,      ntL     '                      1               1  Dr.   Sprague  was  more    than    sus- 

plied  by  fifty  m  our  popular  novels  pcctcd   of    having    no    religion  ;    but 

with   but  very  slight  modifications,  eomehow    Middleraarch    tolerated    this 

But  it  is  also  clear  that  this  writer  deficiency  in  liim  an  if  he  had  been   a 

has  a  special  faculty  of  observation,  Ifrd  Chancellor  ;    indeed     it   is   proba- 

^1              •  1  4.     X    i      i.1.               J  hie    tliat    his    professional    weij^lit   was 

and  a  special  taste  for  the  reproduc-  the    more    believed    in,   the    old-world 

tion,  of  the  salient  features  of  coun-  association  of  cleverness  with  tlic  evil 

try   town    and  village   life,   with   a  principle     being    still    potent    in    the 

quick  perception  both  of  the  humour  ""?^«  ^'  ®ven  lady-patients  who  had  the 

and     the    pathos     with     which     it  '^'''on  lh\^rr^^^^^^^^ 

,  ,  ill  A  ^  •  1  •  •  ^^  I'his  ground  it  was  (profession- 
abounds.  And  when  we  get  fairly  allj-  speaking)  fortunate  for  Dr.  Min- 
into  the  town,  and  are  admitted  to  chin  tliat  his  religious  sympathies  were 
the  hospitable  board  of  Mrs.  Vincy,  of  a  general  kind,  and  such  as  gave  a 
the  mayor's  wife  (herself  an  inn-  ^''^\^"^  medical  sanction  to  all  serioiia 
,  ^•'a  V,  xi:  Luu  sentiment  whether  of  Church  or  Dis- 
kecper  s  daughter,  though  she  has  a  gent,  rather  than  any  adhesion  to  par- 
son   at    Oxford   affecting   expensive  ticnlar  tenets.     ...    Dr.  Minchin  was 


.    ,  X     ij  .        I'j  n^      Ti     Ai  —  — ■•  Sprague  was    superfluously 

set  down  at  old  invalid  Mr.  Feather-  tan  ;    1,,^  troiiscTs  got   creased   at   the 

stone's  churlish  fireside,  we  feel  that  knees,    and  showed  an  excess  of  boot 

we   have  got  into  a  fresher  atmos-  at  a  time  when  straps  seemed  necessary 

phere  and  more  amusing  company,  |?  ^">'  '}'S^^^y  of  bearing ;    you  heard 

^         -x        i.        •*  1     i.  \r  him  go  m  and  out,  and  up  and  down, 

even  if  not  quite  so  select   as   Mr.  ^s  if  lie  had  come  to  see  after  the  roof' 

Fred  Vincy  the  Oxonian  might  de-  ing.     In    short,  he    had    wci^jht,   and 

sire.     There  are  a  dozen  rapid  dashes  might   be    expected  to  grapple  with  a 

of    character   among   these    Middle-  disease  and  throw  it ;    while  Dr.   Min- 

marrh     notabilities     whoso    Kavino-a  ^^^"^  ^^*?'^*' '»®   ^^^^^^^    ^^^^    ^^  <l«tcct  it 

marcn    notaoiiities,    wnose    sayings  i^^^ii^,^  ^^j  ^o  circumvent  it." 

and  doings  occupy  but  a  very  few 
pages  here  and  there  in  the  volumes, 

but  each  with  individuality  enough  The   curious  thing  about  all   these 

thrown  into  them  to  set  up  an  in-  sketches    is    that    they  are   people 

dustrious  writer  with  characters  for  whom  most  of  us  have  known  under 

three  or  four  separate  novels,  if  he  some    other    name,   only  we   failed 

carefully   worked   them   out       Not  to  catch   the    humorous    aspect    of 

that  these  people  are  what  are  some-  their    being.       We    thought    them 

times  called  '*  characters "  or  "  ori-  prosaic,  not    to  say  vulgar  ;    when, 

ginals  "  at  all  ;  they  have  no  eccen-  lo  !  they  were  full  of  poetry, — to  the 

tricitics  of  behaviour,  and  no  recur-  poet.     Mr.  Standish,  the  old  lawyer, 

rent  phrases  or  turns  of  speech  at  "  who  had  been  so  long  concerned 

which  we  are  expected  to  laugh  every  with  the  landed  gentry,  that  he  had 

time  they  appear  on  the  scene.  become  landed  himself,"  and  brought 

Take,    for    instance,   those    brief  out  his**  by  G — "  "in  a  deep-mouthed 

Bketches    of   Dr.    Spragiie   and   Dr.  manner,  as  a  sort  of  armorial  bear- 

Minchin,  the  rival  practitioners,  who  ings,  stamping  the  speech  of  a  man 

"concealed     with    much     etiquette  who  held  a  good    position  ;"    Mr 

theircontemptfor  each  other's  skill."  Chichely,  the  middle-aged  bachelor 

There   is   nothing  out   of   the   way  "  who  had  a  complexion  somewhat 

about  these  men — a  dozen  country  like  an  Easter  egg,  a  fow  hairs  car© 

towns  might  furnish  the  originals  ;  fully  arranged,  and  a  carriage  im 
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plying  the  consciousness  of  a  distin-  It  is  very  noteworthy  how  many 
guishod  appearance  ;"  who  thinks  of  the  best  novels  of  the  present  day 
there  should  always  be  **  a  little  touch  with  more  or  less  distinctive- 
devil  in  a  woman  '^ — "  his  study  of  ness  upon  questions  of  reli;;;ious 
the  fair  sex  seeming  to  have  been  belief.  We  set  aside,  of  course, 
detrimental  to  his  theolo.::y  ;"  who  those  many  stories — some  excellent 
shakes  his  head  meaningly  when  it  of  their  kind,  others  the  veriest 
is  suggested  to  him  to  "  make  up  '*  rubbish  —  which  are  confessedly 
to  Miss  Vincy — implying  that  "he  stories  with  a  purpose,  written  to 
was  not  going  to  incur  the  cer-  advocate  some  favourite  view,  in 
tainty  of  being  accepted  by  the  which  the  illustration  of  certain 
woman  he  should  choose  ;"  Mr.  theological  tenets  is  of  the  very 
Bambridge  the  horse-dealer,  "loud,  essence  of  the  book.  In  these,  if 
robust,  and  sometimes  spoken  of  as  we  only  know  the  name  of  the 
being  *  given  to  indulgence' — chiefly  writer — sometimes  a  fairly  accurate 
in  swearing,  drinking,  and  beating  guess  may  be  arrived  at  oy  merely 
his  wife," — *Hhe  minute  retentive-  glancing  at  that  of  the  publisher — 
ness  of  whose  memory  was  chiefly  the  reader  is  enabled  at  once  to  fore- 
shown about  the  horses  he  had  him-  cast  the  kind  of  fare  which  is  pro- 
self  bought  and  sold,  the  number  of  vided  for  him,  and  will  proceed  to 
miles  .  they  would  trot  you  in  no  read  or  not  to  read  according  as  his 
time  without  turning  a  hair,  being,  bias  may  incline  him.  But  even  in 
after  the  lapse  of  years,  still  a  sub-  those  which  assume  no  such  didac- 
ject  of  passionate  asseveration  "  (if  tic  office,  and  whose  writers  would 
Mr.  Bambridgc's  rich  fund  of  anec-  fairly  repudiate  any  such  design  as 
dote  and  illustration  is  not  poetry,  proselytism,  the  great  problems  of 
we  have  no  poetry  left)  ;  Mr.  Ilor-  religion,  instead  of  being  tacitly 
rock  the  "  vet,"  cynical  and  silent,  ignored  or  disguised  in  vague  gene- 
whose  critical  judgment,  "  if  you  ralities,  are  assumed  as  having  a 
could  be  ever  fortunate  enough  to  momentous  influence  upon  human 
know  it,  would  be  the  thing,  and  no  life.  They  are  not  brought  promi- 
othcr  ;'  Mr.  Trumbull  the  auction-  nently  into  the  foreground,  perhaps, 
eor,  with  whom  "  things  never  be-  but  they  are  evidently  present  to 
gan,  but  always  commenced,  both  the  mind  of  the  writer  as  elements 
in  private  life  and  on  his  hand-  of  grave  importance.  If  our  gene- 
bills,"  and  who  "  would  have  liked  ration  be  indeed  so  irreverent  and 
to  have  had  the  universe  under  his  irreligious  as  it  is  said  to  be,  the 
hammer,  feeling  sure  it  would  go  at  traces  of  this  character  are  not  to  be 
a  higher  figure  for  his  recommenda-  found  in  our  highest  works  of  Action, 
tion  ;" — why,  we  have  all  met  the  If  there  is  scepticism  in  them,  it  is 
very  men  in  the  course  of  our  wan-  scepticism  in  the  better  sense  of  the 
derings  up  and  down,  and  never  till  word.  The  doubts  are  those  of  the 
now  saw  anything  worth  special  re-  honest  doubter  ;  the  questioning  is 
mark  in  them.  They  are  like  the  not  of  a  sneering  or  captious  kmd, 
little  "  bits  "  of  scenery  you  pass  on  but  has  the  earnest  tone  of  the  in- 
evcry  turnpike  road  ;  an  artist  comes  quirer  who  seeks  an  answer.  Even 
that  way,  takes  out  his  palette,  if  prevalent  forms  of  belief  are  some- 
dashes  a  few  streaks  of  moist  colour  times  held  up  somewhat  rudely  to  the 
on  his  rough  paper,  and  you  have  a  light  and  shown  to  be  here  and 
result  w^hich  even  your  inartistic  there  but  thread-bare  spiritual  rai- 
eyes  can  appreciate,  though  you  did  ment,  it  is  without  prejudice  to  the 
not  know  before  that  ^ho  picturesque  living  body  of  truth  which  they  are 
was  there.  intended  to  clothe. 
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This  is  peculiarly  the  case  with 
the  works  of  the  writer  whose  last 
production  lies  before  us.  Theo- 
logical colour  these  volumes  have 
none.  Professions  of  a  creed  may 
seem  to  be  even  purposely  avoided. 
But  no  one  can  say  that  their  tone 
is  other  than  reverent  on  religious 
questions.  The  unrealities  of  re- 
ligion, whether  they  take  the  shape 
of  formal  act  or  fluent  profession, 
are  touched  with  a  satire  whose  lash 
is  not  the  less  cutting  because  it  is 
laid  on  with*  the  most  delicate 
wrist-play.  People  "whose  celestial 
intimacies  seem  not  to  improve  their 
domestic  manners,"  who  contrive 
*'  to  conciliate  piety  and  worldli- 
ness,  the  nothingness  of  this  life 
and  the  desirability  of  cut  glass,  the 
consciousness  at  once  of  filthy  rags 
and  the  best  damask,"  find  no 
mercy  here.  And  whether  the  old 
miser  Peter  Featherstone  seeks,  as 
he  declares  in  his  will,  "to  please 
God  Almighty"  by  building  alms- 
houses, or  Mr. Bulstrode  attempts  "an 
act  of  restitution  which  may  move 
Divine  Providence  to  avert  painful 
consequences,"  the  touch  of  honest 
scorn  in  the  brief  phrases  is  more 
effective  than  a  homily.  And  no- 
where, read  where  we  m  ill,  shall  we 
find  less  religious  narrowness,  or  a 
fuller  confession  of  the  spiritual 
needs  of  human  nature.  Indeed, 
the  cry  of  the  soul  after  something 
more  satisfying  than  the  mere 
husks  of  worldly  well-doing  and  suc- 
cess seems  uttered  in  these  volumes 
with  an  intensity  which  is  almost 
painful.  True,  we  have  no  distinct 
ideal  set  up  and  recommended  as 
really  attainable;  rather — and  this 
gives  to  the  work  that  remarkable 
tinge  of  melancholy  which  has  been 
remarked,  in  spite  of  all  their  grace 
and  humour,  in  most  of  its  prede- 
cessors from  the  same  hand — we  are 
allowed  to  gather  that  for  the  most 
part  ideals  are  unattainable,  and  that 
the  highest  aspirations  only  serve 
to  give  a  grandeur  to  the  failure  in 


which  they  inevitably  end.  We  have 
been  forcibly  reminded,  as  we  read, 
of  the  tone  of  thought  which  runs 
through  several  of  those  most  re- 
markable sermons  of  Frederick  Ro- 
bertson— that  all  life  is  in  one  sense 
an  illusion  and  a  failure;  and  that 
the  Highest  Life  on  earth  was,  to  out- 
ward seeming,  a  notorious  failure. 
Take  the  characters  in  these  volumes: 
all  who  set  before  them  an  object  in 
life  higher  than  their  fellows,  fail  in 
its  attainment  Casaubon  is  a  fail- 
ure, Dorothea  is  a  failure,  Lydgate 
is  a  failure  more  than  all.  It  might 
seem,  at  first  thought,  as  though  the 
moral  were  as  cynical  as  this — if 
you  would  escape  disappointment, 
you  must  not  seek  to  rise  above  the 
level  of  your  fellow -creatures.  It  is 
Celia,  with  her  kitten-like  content 
and  hatred  of  "notions," — Sir  James 
Chettam,  who  "doesn^t  go  much 
into  ideas," — Will  Ladislaw,  with 
his  amiable  vagabond  dilettantism, 
who  looks  upon  all  forms  of  pre- 
scribed work  as  *  harness,*  and  holds 
genius  to  bo  "necessarily  intolerant 
of  fetters," — Frpd  Vincy,  with  his 
goodhumoured  gentlemanlike  sel- 
fishness,— who  come  out,  on  the 
whole,  with  the  largest  share  of 
commonplace  happiness.  But  we 
are  much  mistaken  if  such  be  the 
moral  which  the  author — if  any 
moral  be  intended  or  permissible — 
would  have  us  draw.  The  lines 
may  be  read  another  way.  To  have 
an  ideal  at  which  we  aim,  and  that 
ideal  of  the  highest  kind,  is  the 
worthy  life  and  the  true  life,  though 
not  of  necessity  that  which  attains 
its  object  or  wins  content.  It  is 
better  to  fail  than  to  succeed,  if  the 
aim  has  been  noble  in  the  one  case, 
and  mean  in  the  other.  Our  full 
sympathies  remain  with  the  aspir- 
ants in  their  failures— even  because 
of  their  failures — not  with  the  lower 
natures  in  their  placid  ruminant 
life.  We  feel  no  shadow  of  regret 
for  Dorothea's  loss  of  her  position 
as  the  lady  of  Lowick  Manor,  though 
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we  cannot  accept  without  some  dis-  qualities  especially    needed    in  the 

appointincnt  her  descent  from   her  dillicult  relations    into    which    the 

pedestal  to    the  level   of    ordinary  town    or    country   parson   is   being 

humanity,  to  be  only  '*  known  in  a  continually  brought  with  his  people. 

certain  circle  as  a  wife  and  mother ;"  For    men    who    become  clergymen 

and  wo  agree  sadly  with  Lydgate  in  merely    ''  for  gentility's   sake/'    the 

regarding  himself  as  a  failure,  when  author  of  '  Middlemareh'   has   very 

he  gefs  into  extensive  practice,  and  little    indulgence,— dismissing     one 

the  receipt  of  an  excellent  income,  of  them  in  the  indignant  words  of 

and  is  credited  by  all  his  acquamt-  honest    Mary   Garth,   **  What  right 

ances  with  the  possession  of  a  charm-  have  such  men  to  represent  Chris- 

ing  wife.  tianity  ?  as  if  it  were  an  institution 

It  is  somewhat  singular  to  find  a  for    getting    up    idiots  genteelly !  " 

writer  whose  line  of  thought  is  so  But  to   find    any  favour    in  these 

distinctly  modern,  leaning  with   so  volumes  they  must  be  gentlemen  in 

much  evident  tolersmce,  if  not  with  the  best  sense,  whatever  else  they 

favour,    towards    that  type   of    old  may  be : — 
Englisii   churchmanshi])   which  has 

be-jome  almost  a  byword  of  reproach        "'I    don't   stiv   thnt    Fan»bn>thcr    is 

anion-  the  more  active  and  critical  »p(^^t(>li(^'  paid  lo'(|lr.»U^/ jlis  pcwiUon 

o,»;,.;fL;  ^f  rxi...  ^«r.>  .io,.      Tiw.«^;.*u*^  if*  "^t  (julti'  like  tlmt  «)f   the  ummtlcs; 

spirits  of  our  own  da>.        here  is  the  j^^  .^  J,^,  ^    ^^^^^,,^  ^„^^,„j,  IKiriihlonen; 

same   gentle   deahng   with   the  old-  ^vho-^c  liVcs  ho   has  to   try  and   make 

fashioned  church  parson  which  we  Ixttcr.      Pnutically,  I    find  that  what 

found  in  '  Adam  Hede,' and  in  *  The  i^   <"idhd    hoin.ij;    apostr.lic   now    U    an 

'  !_     -_       .1!       ...      .        ..*        -.Jt    • •--        — .1    •..t_        At 


less  our  S3'iiipathies  are  strongl}^  en-  his  doctniic  is  a  b<»rt  of  phiehing  hard 

listed,  is  cast  in  very  much  the  same  to  makr  people  uncomforUbly  aware 
mouhl,    allowing  fof   these   specific 

differences  which  an  Jirtist  whose  The  appreciation  shown  by  this 
figures  are  never  servilely  repeated  writer  for  all  that  was  good — and 
knows  how  to  make,  as  the  tliere  was  much — in  the  clergy  of 
Mr.  Irwine  of  * -\dam  Ucde.'  Fare-  the  old  school,  includes  also  a  kindly 
brother  has  more  weakness,  but  though  critiiral  reminiscence  of  the 
more  ability.  The  author  of  this  external  aspect  which  the  Church 
remarkable  series  of  novels  has  no  and  its  services  presented  in  their 
sym[>athy  with  those  who  ilenounce  day.  Here,  as  before,  the  churches 
wiiat  they  have  been  pleased  to  into  which  we  arc  carricHl  are  not 
term  *'  the  gentleman  heresy"  ;  the  "  restored'^  and  beautiful  build- 
meaning  thereby  that  to  be  a  gentle-  ings  with  which  we  are  all  now  so 
man  is  no  part  of  the  qualification  familiar  in  fiction  as  well  as  in  fact. 
for  a  dergymairs  oflice,  and  may  but  the  "  white-washed  wall.f  and 
j)ossibly  be  a  hindninc^e  to  his  work,  dark  old  pews,"  and  "  little  gallerr 
We  believe  that,  so  far  as  English  over  the  vestry,"  in  which  the  pariah 
feeling  is  concerned,  whether  among  choir  sing  the  good  old  tune  of 
rich  or  poor,  no  mistake  could  jios-  *  Hanover.'  The  date  of  the  story 
sibly  be  greater;  and  that,  next  to  — in  the  days  of  *Mr.  Peel' — ^will 
those  more  solemn  essentials  which  of  course  account  in  some  degree 
fit  a  man  for  such  a  vocation,  the  for  the  style  of  the  picture;  but 
delicate  tact  and  high-mindedness  the  touches  are  evidently  all  put  in 
in  little  things,  which  mark  the  with  a  loving  hand.  If  we  arc 
character  of  the  true  gentleman,  are  made  to  smile  at  the  homeliness  of 
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the  group,  it  is  a  smile  of  a  very  enjoyable   to  those  who   are   most 

kindly  sort,  and   there   is   no   more  familiar  with  it — which  shows  itself 

sneer   intended   than   was   in  Addi-  in  passages  like  the  following : — 
son's  mind  when  he  showed  us  Sir 

Roger  de  Coverley  allowing  no  one  »'Ti,e  ride  to  Stone  Court  lay  throujrh 

to  go  to  sleep  in  church  but  himself,  a   pretty  bit  of  midland    landscape,  al- 

A    certain    provincial     architectural  most   all  meadows   and   pastures,    with 

society,  in  one  of  those  ''  progresses"  Jjedprows   still    allowed    to   grow    in 

•"                   .               I      *     1       X  busily  beauty   and  to   spread   out    coral 

now  so  common  m  search  of  objects  fmit-'for   the  birds.    Liltlc  details  gave 

of    interest,    visited    amongst    other  each    held    a   i)articular    physiognomy, 

places   a  village   church   which   had  dear  to   the  eyes  that  have   looked  on 

lately   been    in    the    hands   of    the  them  from  childhood ;    the  pool  in  the 

«^^i.u««*         TK^    ».^«..,M««f     «     r*^^  corner  where  the  grasses  were  dank  and 

architect.       llie    president-a    con-  ^^^^^    j^^^^^    wlifspcrinirlv ;    the    great 

siderable  antiquarian  authority—  oak  shadowing  a  bare  place  in  raid- 
got  up  into  the  pulpit,  and  began,  pasture;  the  high  bank  where  the  ash- 
as  was   usual,  to  deliver  a  kind  of  trees  grew ;    the  sudden   slope    of  the 

running  lecture  on  the  chief  points  J^^   rK'''^T'^'"''L'"^*K  '''^^  J!?^^^''""/^ 

-  .    .  ®     ,   .      xi      V    .1  1-           r^    i^t  for    the    burdock ;    the   huddled    roofs 

of  interest  in  the  building.     To  the  ^^d   ricks  of  the  homestead  without  a 

horror   and   disappointment    of    the  ti-aeeablc   way    of   approach;    the   grey 

zealous     rector,     who     had     spared  gate  and   fences   against  the  depths  of 

neither  money  nor   pains  upon  the  ^^^    bordering    wood;    and    the    stray 

T,.«*i^   rvf    -r»r,I^.ro*;.xT,     K«   i.«tw>«    ui^  hovel,  its  old,  old  thatch  full  of  mossy 

work  of    renovation,    he   began   his  j^m,  ^^^  ..^^^y^  ^.j^l^  wondrous  modu- 

remarks  as  follows  :      V\  e  have  here  lations  of  light  and  shadow  such  as  wc 

before -us,    gentlemen,    one    of    the  travel  far  to  see  in  later  life,  and  see  lar- 

most  uninteresting  objects   to   anti-  g^r»  ^^^it  not  more  beautiful.    Tliesc  arc 

quarian  eyes— a  thoroughly  restored  the  things  that  make  the  gamut  of  joy 

u       I  n      /^                      ■l'^             '  m    landscape    to    midland-bred    souls — 

church.        One   can    quite   conceive  the  things  they  toddled  among,  or  pcr- 

that  to  the  author  of  '  Middlemarch,'  haps  learned  by  heart  standinj^  between 

though    for    a    somewhat    different  tljeir   father's    knees   while    lie    drove 

reason,  the  hand  of  the  modern  re-  leiiurely.** 
storcr,    who  has   doubtless  by   this 

time  duly  scraped  off  the  whitewash.  Perhaps  the  ablest  analysis  of 
and  cut  down  the  dark  old  pews,  character  in  this  book  is  that  of 
and  disestablished  the  singing  gal-  Bulstrode,  the  "evangelical'*  bank- 
lery  in  Lowick  church,  will  have  er.  To  paint  in  glaring  colours  the 
seemed  to  have  been  guilty  of  almost  sanctimonious  hypocrite  is  easy 
as  ruthless  a  sacrilege  as  the  enemy  enough  for  a  very  ordinary  artist, 
who  in  older  times  broke  down  all  and  we  have  had  him  set  before  us 
the  carved  work  with  axes  and  h'am-  under  various  names,  from  Maw- 
mers.  Some  of  us  retain  cherished  worm  downwards,  until  we  have 
reminiscences,  tender  as  well  as  become  almost  as  sick  of  the  por- 
picturesque,  even  of  the  unregene-  traits  as  we  should  be  of  the  origi- 
ratc  church  architecture  and  church  nal,  if  wo  met  him  in  actual  life — 
order  of  our  childhood  ;  and  to  de-  which,  be  it  observed,  we  very  rarely 
stroy  them  is  like  rubbing  off  the  do.  But  Mr.  Bulstrode  is  not  of 
precious  rust  from  the  collector's  this  coarse  type.  He  is  not,  in  the 
relic.  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  a  hypo- 
Something  of  the  same  feeling  crite  at  all ;  he  does  not  wear  a  mere 
may  also  be  tracefl,  here  as  in  the  outward  mask  of  spirituality.  So 
author's  previous  volumes,  in  that  far  as  intense  belief  in  an  unseen 
intense  appreciation  of  midland  world  and  a  controlling  Providence, 
county  scenery — so  prosaic  in  the  and  a  real  personal  interest  in  what 
estimation  of   strangers,  so  heartily  he  conceives  to  be,  as  he  phrases  it, 
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**for   God*fl   glory,"    he  is    sincere 
enough.     Tt  is  this   which  redeems 
him  at  his  worst  from  our  contempt 
and  disgust,  even  while  we  shudder 
at  what  we  feel  to  be  his  bLasphem- 
ous  palterini;  with  conscience.     The 
man    is    religious, — miserably    and 
superstitiously  so.     lie  is  a  cliarac- 
ter  much  more  natural,  and  probably 
much  more  common,  than  the  Phari- 
see  of   ordinary   fiction.      To   enter 
into  the  feelings  of  such  natures  must 
always  be  diilicult  for  a  commonly 
honest  mind;  but  the  dissection  of 
such  a  man's  inner  conscience,  which 
wo  have  here  made  for  us  with  the 
remarkable   skill  of  this  moral   an- 
atomist, has  at  least  all  the  vraisem- 
hlanrc    of    an    operation    performed 
upon    the    actual    human    subject. 
That  entire   separation   of    religion, 
so  called,  from  the  human  duties  of 
life  is  seldom  perhaps  so   complete 
as  v/e  have  it  here  represented  ;  men 
do    not    often    confess    it    even    to 
their  secret  selves ;  but  there  can  bo 
no  doubt  as  to  its   being,  for  sordid 
minds,  the    most  fascinating   of  all 
heresies.     Wo  should  be  very  sorry 
to  appear  to  cast  even  the    shjidow 
of    an     unfair     reflection     upon    a 
class ;    but   it    would   almost    seem 
as  if   that    special   bias    towards    a 
theology   more    or    less    antinomian 
which  is  largely    observable   in  the 
tradesman    class — to    a    far  greater 
extent  than  in  any  other  class  above 
or  below,  is  not    purely    accidental, 
but  that    it  is  a    preference   arising 
distinctly  out  of  the    circumstances 
of    their    life.     Finding    such    doc- 
trines, or    doctrines    which    a])pear 
the  same,  maintained  by  theologians 
of  rei)Ute,  and  ])ushed  to  the  extreme 
by  modiTU    teachers    who    have  in- 
herited   their    terminology    without 
their  s])irituality,  they  have  adopted 
them  honestly  as  best  meeting  their 
own   dilliculties.     Few    will    reason 
themselves  directly  into  the  state  of 
mind  which    is    here    attributed  to 
Mr.  Dunkirk,    the    thieves'     pawn- 
broker, who  '*had    never  conceived 


that  trade  had  anything  to  do  with 
salvation ;"  but  a  good  many  men, 
who  are  by  no  means  hypocrites  in 
the  grosser  sense,  act  indirectly 
upon  some  such  belief.  This  de- 
scription of  the  Middlemareh  bank- 
er's state  of  mind  is  one  which 
might  serve  perhaps  as  the  unveil- 
ing of  more  than  one  nature  in 
which  the  same  contradiction  is  at 
work :  — 


"There  may  he  coarse  hypocrites, 
wlio  cunrt('iou>ly  ntr«'ct  beliofji  and 
emotions  for  the  sake  of  guIUny;  the 
world,  but  IJulslrode  was  not  one  of 
thcin.  Ih'  wa:«  pimply  a  man  whoso 
lU'.sircrt  had  hncn  Htfonsrcr  than  hia 
theorotic  beliefs,  and  who  had  gnidn- 
ally  explained  the  gmtilicatiuu  of  his 
desiros  into  Hatisfactorx'  agreement  with 
those  beliefs.  If  this' bo  hypoerisy,  it 
i3  a  process  which  ^hows  itself  occa- 
Hionally  in  us  all,  to  whatever  confes- 
sion we  belonir,  and  whether  wo  be- 
lieve in  the  future.  ))erfeetlon  of  our 
raee  or  in  the  nearest  date  lixed  for  the 
end  of  the  world ;  whetlicr  wc  regard 
the  earth  as  a  putrefying  nidus  for  a 
saved  renniant,  nn'liidin<j:  ourselves,  or 
have  a  ]>:u>sionatu  belief  in  the  bolid- 
arity  of  mankind. 

"Tlie  serviee  he  eould  do  to  the 
cause  of  relii^ion  had  been  thnni^h  life 
the  ground  he  alleged  to  himself  for 
his  ('hoiee  of  uetion :  it  laul  been  tlic 
motive  which  he  had  poured  out  In 
his  pray<'rs.  AVho  would  u^c  money 
and  ]>osition  hotter  th»n  he  meant  to 
u^e  them  y  Wlio  eould  HUiftaM  him 
in  self-iibliorrence  and  exaltsition  of 
(iod's  cause?  And  to  Mr.  BuNtrodc 
(iod's  caur'e  was  Aoniething  distinct 
from  his  own  rectitude  of  eondiirt:  it 
enf«)rcitd  a  discrimination  of  (tod''fl 
enemies,  who  were  to  be  used  merely 
as  in-^trunients,  and  whom  it  would  be 
as  well  if  ])ossiblc  to  keep  out  of  money 
and  cousiMpieut  inllucnce.  AI:»o,  pnn 
lltable  investmiaits  in  trades  where  the 
power  of  the  prince  of  this  world 
showed  its  most  active  devices,  became 
sanctilleii  by  a  rii;h^  application  of  the 
prolit?  in  the  hands  of  (iod*rt  servant. 

"  This  implicit  reas<Miing  is  csncn* 
tially  no  more  peculiar  U)  evangcllnd 
bi;lief  than  the  n>e  of  wide  phrases  for 
narrow  motivtvi^  is  ] peculiar  to  English- 
men.   There  is  no  general  doctrine  which 
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is  not  capable  of  eating  out  our  moral-  *'Does  any  one  suppose  that  private 
Hy  if  unchcclicd  by  the  dccp-scated  prayer  is  necessarily  candid  —  ucces- 
habit  of  direct  fellow-feeling  with  in-  parfly  goes  to  the  roots  of  action  ? 
dividual  fellow-men."  Private  prayer  is  inaudible  speech,  and 
mi  ..  r\  •  I  o  spcccli  is  representative ;  who  can  re- 
There  was  an  Occasional  Ser-  present  himself  just  us  he  Is,  even  In 
mons  Bill,  as  it  was  called,  brought  his  own  reflections?" 
into   the    House    last    session,   and 

quickly  disposed  of ;    not  being,  as  ^ «   must  leave    our    readers    to 

some    long-suffering    hearers   might  ^^^^7    ^^^    themselves   the   episode 

fondly  have  hoped,  a  bill  to  make  which  we  have    here    only    briefly 

sermons  only  "occasional,"  instead  of  touched    upon,    and    which,     while 

inevitable  as  at  present,  but  to  allow  entirely   free    from    all    sensational 

laymen  to  preach  them ''on  occasion."  incident,    or  any   of   those  artifices 

It  was  found  that,  whether  occasion-  ^Y   which,    m    ordinary    works    of 

ally  or  constantly,  the  public  would,  nction,   interest  is  sought  to  be  ex- 

on  the  whole,  prefer  the  regular  prac-  cited  and  maintained,  is  to  our  view 

titioner.     But  if  preachers  were   to  ^^^    ™os<^    powerful    part    of   these 

arise  from  among  the  laity  who  could  volumes.     But  we  must  just  remark 

deal    with   men's   consciences    with  ^ow    simply    and    beautifully    the 

something    of   the   power   which   is  author  has  given   us  the  true  solu- 

shown  from  time  to  time   in   these  ^^^^  ^^  all  that  ''  religious "  casuistry 

pages,  one  would  be  glad  that  they  which    marks    the    conflict    in    the 

should  preach  in  St.  Paul's  Catheclral  s^"^  ^^  Bulstrgde,  in   a  few   words 

or  at  Paul's  Cross,  or  wherever  they  P"*  »"<^o  *^e  mouth  of  Caleb  Garth, 

could  get  the  largest  audience.  —slow     m    speech,    but    quick    in 

The  mental  struggle  of  this  man  ^^^^^  perception. 

Bulstrode  with  his  great  temptation  '"You  area  conscientious   man,  Mr. 

— which  we   will  not  anticipate  for  Garth — a  man,  I  trust,  who  feels  him- 

tlie  reader — is  described  with  wond-  self  accountable  to  God.     You  would 

erful  power.    How,  when  disgrace ap-  "^^  ^'f »^  ,^,.  i"J"^«  ™e  ^^y,  ^1"^  J^^ 

_„,„/.^  1      .        .'     .    ,      7^.          r  ready  to  believe    a  slander,'   said    Bul- 

pears  to  be  imminent,  he    *'m  vain  strode,    casting    about    for   pleas    that 

said  to    himself   that,   if   permitted,  miojht  be  adapted  to  his  hearcr*s  mind, 

it  would  be    a    divine    visitation,   a  "'I  would  injure  no  man  if  I  could 

chastisement,    a   burning;    but    he  ^J^^P  »V  ^?*^^,  M^m^* '  'et^m  if  I  thought 

recoiled    from   the    imagined   bum-  ^^  "^"^^^ '''  '^' 

ing,  and  he  judged  that  it  must  be  A  second  love-story  is  worked  out 

more  for   the  divine   glory  that  he  in  these  volumes  with  a  wonderful 

should  escape  dishonour ; "  how  he  power  of  insight  into  that  pathetic 

prays  "  that  if  it  were  possible  the  tragedy  which  so  often  underlies  the 

rest  of   his  days  here  below  might  surface  of   the    most   commonplace 

be   freed    from    the    threat    of    an  life.     It  is  the  perfect  contradictory 

ignominy   which   would   break  him  of  poor   Dorothea's  romance.     The 

utterly  as  an   instrument   of  God's  dreamer  of  dreams,   in  this  second 

service."     In  the  very  crisis  of  his  case,  is  the  gentleman  and  not  the 

temptation    he     rises    and    spends  lady.       The   town   of   Middlemarch 

"  some  time  in  private  prayer."     Do  has  been  somewhat  excited,  in  its 

we    wonder    that    it    is    neither    a  quiet  way,  by  the  advent  of  a  young 

prayer  that  the  temptation  may  be  surgeon — a   Mr.    Lydgate   ("  one  of 

removed,   nor  that  a  way  may  be  the  Lydgates    of    Northumberland, 

made  for  him  to  escape?     We  are  really    well     connected,"     as     the 

answered  by  the  author  in  these  ro-  Dowager  Lady  Chettam  observes), 

markable  words : —  a  very  good  type  of    one    class — 
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it  is  much  to  bo  wished  that  it  were  wlil(rli    MIm    Brooke   would   be  found 

a  lar-erclaSH-of  his  profession.     He  w«"tinir,    notwitjstandin-   i»or   undcn^^^^ 

P               11         1          1          XI  able    bcmitv.       She    did    not    I0(»k    on 

IS  clever,  well-read,  and  j^entleman-  ^,^5^^^^  f^,,,,-  t^u  proiur  fi-ininine  anirlc. 

like;  ** has  ideas,   you  know,     says  The  society  of  such  women  was  al)ont 

Mr.  Brooke,    "and    wants    to  raise  as  relax inic*  ws  jr'»inii  fi*^'"*  y<»ur  work  to 

the    profession."       He    has    in    his  toaoh  iju^  Korcnid    forin,  insUnid  of  re- 

•    1   *i       :i    .1    ^f   .    „.:f.    «..    \i;  ,0  elmini;  in  a  paradise  Avith  sweet  laui^ua 

imnd  the    deal  of  a  wife,  as   Miss  ^^^^    i,l„i.„otl-s    and    blue    eye.,    for    a 

Hrooke  had  of  a  husband.     J$ut  this  hoaven." 
ideal  he  would  have  been  very  far 

from  findinji;   in    Dorothea.      "When  How  far  this  paradise  is  ever  rc- 

hc  meets  that  younjij  lady  at  a  din-  'ahscd  for  the  ambitious  young  sur- 

ner  which  her  uncle  gives  to  some  goon — how   far  bird-notes  and  blue 

of    the    Middlemarch    notables,    he  eyes     suliice     to     make     n     nian*fi 

looks  ui)on  her  with  a  kind  of  curi-  heaven  on  earth — especially  a  man 

ous  admiration.  who,   like  Lyd^i^te,  *'  had  meant  to 

,.,,           ,.,,,,             -ii    I  l<?ad  a  hiffhcr    life    than   the  com- 

pr:,aV;;;nrtt'in::."T;  ^Z^^\A  ."on,"-wo  .cave  to  be  discovered  in 

Kcholnr,    ami    her    iiiterost    in    matters  the   volumes   which    follow.         Nor 

Hooially  iis(;fii],  trave  Iht  the   i)ii|uanc'y  have  we  si>aco  to  deal  with  the  loTo 

of  an  unusual  combiiiation.  fortunes   of   Fred   Vincv  and  Mary 

-She  5-^^;i  u:;>'>d  creature-that  line  (;,irth,  who  have  no  prGat  ideaU  to 
irirl — but  a  littlo  too  earurst,  he  thi>U!;ht.  ,  '  ,.  .  *  xi  *i-  i. 
'Itistroublcs.mietolulklosuehwonien.  dazzle  or  disappoint  thom ;  though 
They  are  always  wautini;  reasons,  yet  we  may  say  that  this  latter  young 
they  ani  too  iunionmt  to  understand  the  lady  became  our  own  personal  favour- 
merits  of  any  (luostion,  and  usually  j^^,  from  her  first  ap|)carancc,  not  only 
tall  baek  <»n  their  moral  sense  to  settle  -  1  ••u  a 
ihin-s  afier  their  own  Uisie.'  "  from   her  uncompromising  honesty, 

and  tendency  to  show  a  little  tem- 

The  lady  of  his  fancy,  whom  he  ])er,   but  from  a  presentiment   that 

thinks   ho    has    already    seen,    and  these  i)lain  brown  girls,  towards  the 

whose  somewhat  eommonphu'e  char-  end    of  third  volumes,   have  a  ten- 

acter    he   views   through   the   same  deney   t^)    improve    into    something 

kind   of   haze   as  that   with    which  very  charming  in  their  way. 

Dorothea  has  surrounded  her  hero,  is  The  episo<lc   of  the  Middlemarch 

u  beinj^  cast  in  <piite  another  mould,  election  reminds  us  of  some  of  the 

lie  had  not  yet  quite  fallen  in  love;  scenes    in    *  Felix    Holt.'       Though 

but   he  had  said  of  that  ])articular  the   story   itself  dates   back  to  the 

woman,— *' She  is  grace  itself — she  days  of  "Mr.  Peel"  and  the  Catho- 

is  ])erfectly  lovely  and  accomplished,  lie  Question,  we  see  some  of  the  pol- 

That  is  what  a  woman  ought  to  bo  itical  and  social  problems  of  our  own 

— she  ought  to  produce  the  efFect  of  times  already  casting  their  shadows 

ex([uisitii    music.'*      To    adorn    her  before  them,  and  they  are  evidently 

husband's   life   is    his   view   of  the  present  to  the  author's  mind.     No 

mission  of  woman.  o]>inions  can  well  be  less  conserra- 

,    ,    .     ^  ,,             1,   X    .*           .  tive,  in  one  sense,  than  those  of  the 

,„;:rHV;l:tis  ^vll,  '7:;JtJ^^.  -">'>-  of  •  .Mid.llcn>a,.h,'  if  Co„8«r. 

tineiive    womanhood    whieh    must    be  vatism  means,  as  its  enemies  would 

classed  wiLli    ilowers    and    musie— that  assert,    the    maintenance  of    sliamfl 

KorL  of  beauty  whieh  by  its  very  nature  and    abuses.       Ihit,  as    all    readers 

was  virluous   bein-  moulded  only  for  ^,f     .y^y^^     |,^^|^i     ^.j„    remember, 

pure  and  tleheate  jov>.  .,             ,,,.    .,          ,.     ,.         .-        ,.     ,' 

*^                         ■'  -^  (leorge  Kliot  s  radicalism,  if  radical- 

-'To'  his    taste,    guided 'by  a 'single  *«"»    '^^   *»«^^  »^   "^  a   very  unpopular 

conversation,  here    was    the    point   on  type.     No  one  scos  more  clearly  in- 
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to  the  hollowness  of   political  clap-  only  our  interest  in,  but  our  sym- 

trap    and    declamation.       Ladislaw,  pathies  with,   nearly  all  the  promi- 

who  goes  in  for  what  we  are  now  nent  characters  in  the  full  drama  of 

pleased  to  call  purity   of  election,  the  story.     In  most  novels,  there  is 

has  to  stop  his  ears  when  he  finds  at  least  some  one  creation  of  the 

that   "  the   means   of   enlisting   the  author's  fancy  on  whose  brightness 

voter's  ignorance  on  the  side  of  the  a  shadow  is  seldom  allowed  to  fall, 

Bill  were  remarkably  similar  to  the  in  whose  cause  we  become  partisans, 

means   of    enlisting  it  kgainst    the  and  whose  greatest  weaknesses  are 

Bill"     Mr.  Brooke  himself  is  chuck-  cleverly  excused.     Or,   if  the  hero 

ling  at  the  prospect  of  promotion  in  or  heroine  are  not  so  near  perfeq- 

the  Church  which  he  foresees  for  Mr.  tion  in  the   outset,  some  discipline 

Casaubon,  as  a  reward  for  "  a  very  or  other  is  introduced  in  the  course 

seasonable  pamphlet  on  the  Catho-  of  the  story,  which  in  the  end  com- 

lic  Question."     **  He  little  thought,'*  pletes  and  purifies    the    character. 

sa3\s   our  author,    "of    the  Radical  And  in  some  sense,  if  the  novelist 

speech   which  he  was   hereafter  to  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  moral  teacher, 

make  on  the  incomes  of  the  Bish-  this   seems  in  accordance  with  the 

ops."  fitness  of   things.     But  such  is  by 

..«.-,,    ^      ,     ,       ,       .     ,  ^^  means  the  principle  upon  which 

But  of  Mr  Brooke  I  make  a  further  the  author  of  '  Middlemarch »  works, 

remark,   miiuclv,   that  if    he  had    fore-  tir    ^   j   •      i.i          ,                   .1.          1 

known  his  Hpcech,   it  mi<;ht  not    have  V  *^  ""^   *"   ^^^  volumes   nothmg  of 

made  any  frroat  difrcrence.     To   tliink  the   conventional    hero   or    heroine. 

with  plciusurc  of   liis   niece's    husband  As,  even  in    the  most  disagreeable 

havin<r  a  lar^-c  ecdcsiastical  income  was  characters,  we  are  shown  in  almost 

one  thiULC — to  make  a  libei-al  speech  was  «-.«^„     ;»»«*««««     ♦k^    «^«^     ^v^^t.     •« 

another  Ihinjr ;  andit  is  a  narrow  mind  ^^^7    instance     the   good    that    is 

which  cannot  h)ok  at  a  subject   from  working   in   them   htfully  here  and 

various  points  of  view."  there,    so   in    the    portraits   of     the 

That  poor  gentleman's  feelings,  as  f»'o«ritf  the  shadows  are  not  left 

he   stands   in   his   "buflf  waistclmt,  °^^     ^^^J'^'K  Pe^onages  in   the 

short-clipped  blond  hair,  and  neutral  «*'"7    ^'^    whom    wo    are    nerer 

physiognomy  "  (have  we  not  all  seen  ""6^7  or  disappomted  are  those  in 

him  ?)  fn  the  balcony  of  the  White  Tt"™  ''■"'  """^  T^^  *'?'l*^  ".P**"  .** 
Hart,  and  his  terrible  collapse,  ow-  *"''•'  "^  '<>'"y  J'^^'J"  'nterest-who 
ing  chiefly  to  the  unfortunate  fact  have  not  character  enough  to  mvolye 
which    ho    had    himself    observed,  contradictions-such  as  Sir  James 
-  that  his  ideas  stood  rather  in  his  ^'{f"""  ""^  ^,^^'\  Dp'othea  pro- 
way   when   he  was   speaking,"   are  l"^?^  us    contmually  m  the    first 
very  amusingly  described,  and  the  ^"k,   untd  we   scarcely    P«ty  her, 
speech   itself  is  quite  a  gem  in  its  though  we  can  foresee  much  of  th» 
wav.     Its  hopeleis  floundering  and  '^'""'  y^**""  «*»«  P*""'«^  Casaubon ; 
good-humored  irrelevancy  must  ap-  *K''"*t"/''.   ep'^uJifn/elflshness 
pear,  we  should  bo  afraid,  to  some  about  Lydgate  in  spite  of  his  nobler 
country   gentlemen  who   have  been  f^Prt?""?'    "^^'f    ■""^"^    "\  '•»«1 
in  similar  difliculties,  even  too  pain-  .**'  *''^  i^"^"'  *°™  °^   selfishness 
fullv  real  "*  *'''"*""^  from  which  he  is  made  ta 
^  suffer  has  in  it  something  of  retribu- 
There  is   one   observation    which  tive  justice ;     Ladislaw   is    full ,  of 
strikes  us  more   forcibly  in  reading  weaknesses   and   irresolution.       On 
these   volumes   than  in  any  others  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  one  who 
which  have  come  to  us  from  the  acts  thoroughly  the  "  villain"  in  the 
same  hand.     It  is  the  power  which  piece ;  Rosamond,  who  most  rouses 
the  writer  shows  in  awakening,  not  our  indignation,   is  after  all    mora 
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contemptible  than  hateful;  there  is  ** Suv>posc wc turn  from  ontsUlc  esti- 
no  one  in  whose  frustrated  designs  ™J^"*  <jr  ixm^xx,  to  wonder,  with  keener 
4.i.«  ^:,.#. !«,,..  o.o.nri^.  /„,u«f  «  4«;i»T,*«  IntcTost,  what  Is  tlic  report  of  liis  own 
the  virtuous  reader  (what  a  tribute  eonsclousness  uDout  his  doin-s  or  capu- 
it  IS  to  the  divinity  of  righteousness  city :  wilh  what  hindrances  he  in  carry- 
that  we  all  become  so  virtuous  when  in;;  on  his  daily  labours ;  wliat  fading 
we  sit  down  to  read  !)  feels  the  sort  <>!^  hopes,  or  wliat  deeper  fixity  of  Bclf- 

of  triumph  which   David   proclaims  ?^;lVf  *"  ,.^J^°  Kf\'^rJT^''''K  '5 

,  .  *^           .          s^         }            .^,  withm  hun  :    and  with  what   spint  lie 

over   his   enemies.     Casaubon,  with  wrestles     against     univcr.^al     pressure, 

all   his  pedantic  narrowness,  is,  per-  which  will  one  day  he  too   heavy  for 

haps,   the  most  pathetic  conception  hinj,  and    bring   his   heart   to    Us  final 

in  the  book ;  and  when  Bulstrode  is  P",^S-     I>o"»>tless  his  lot  is  lini>ortunt 

«*  i«  ,4-  «^,.  « L,i  «„  1  «  „n««  i»:^  ,.>;,««  i*i  l»i^  <^wn  eves;   and  the  chief  reason 

at  last  exposed  and  makes  his  miser-  ^i^t  wc  think  he  asks  too  large  a  place 

able  exit,  so  intensely  have  we  been  in  our  consideration  must  be  our  want 

made  to  feel  the  mental  agony  and  of   room   for  him,  since  we  refer  him 

bitter  humiliation  of  the  man,    that  to  the  Divine  regard  with  perfect  con- 

weare  inclined  to  take  his  arm    as  ''^^^'"cc;    nay,   it  is    even  held  sublime 

weare  inumcu  lo  uikc  nis  arm   as  for  our  neighbour  to  exi>ect  the  uloioht 

Lydgate  does,  and  help  him  to  his  there,  however  little  he  may  have  got 

(jarriage.      The  creatures  arc   all  so  from  us."— Vol.  I.,  p.  144. 


intensely  human,  even  in  their  baser        *'  We  do    not   expect    people    to   b< 


when  wc  sit  in  judgment  on  the  char-  of  mankind;   and   pcrhajw  our   fnimcs 

actcrs  of  fiction,  an  honest  conscience  «"'|1^1  ^"^rdly  bear  much  of   it.     If  we 

hesitates  to  cAst  the  stone  ^'"*^  *  *^^'^*"   ^'^""^   ""^    feeling  of  ail 

ntsiiaies  10  C4i^i  ino  sione.  ordinary  human  life,  it  would  bej  llko 

Ihere    is    as    little    of  overt  love-  hearing  the  grass  grow  and  the  aquir- 

niaking  in  these  volumes   as  is  con-  id's  heart  beat,  and  wc  should  die  c»f 

Fistcnt  with    the  indispensable   con-  that  roar  which  lies  on  the  other  side 

ditions  of  modern  story-telling;  but  <»f  'jilcnce.    As  it  is,  the  quickest  of  u« 

.,                 1     ,    ,•  1   *           I  "^valk    about  well-wadded    with   stupid- 

ji  any  readers  wish  to  sec  how  grace-  ^y  "—Vol  i    i>.  IJSl. 

fully  such  a  subject  may  be  treated,  **' Chara(tte'r  is  not  cut  In   marble— it 

let   them  turn   to   the   scene  in  the  ir<  not  something  solid  and  unuitcra!>li\ 

library  at  Lowick  Manor,  in  chapter  ^^  is    soiiKlhing  living   and   ehan;,dng, 

ii^i  and  mav  become  diseased  as  uur  bodies 

,       ,,  .              .         „     ,1            „      ,  do."-Vol.  iv.,  p.  182.    . 
In   this,  as    in    all    the    authors 

prcnous  works,  there  is  an   e.nbar-  (),,i  ^^    Fcathcrstono's  views  of 

rassu.R  abundance  of  tempt.ng  inor-  y,^.  ,)j,,  rf^^j^.^^,,^  dispensation  arc 

sels  for  extract     SomethmK  pure  y  ^^  ^^j  j^^,  j,,  ^5,^;^  ^^-    ^^  ^^         ^ 

original    or  so  quaint^  put  as  U  Tennyson's  "  Northern' Farmer  " :- 

make    it    original,   might   be   found  '' 

on  almost  every  page ;  i)assages  on  ,,r^.^      ^          *i .      t 

1  .  I    11          •    1   1-                    i\  "  There's  one  tlnmr  I  made  out  prcttv 

which  the  mind  lingers  as  the  eye  ,i,ar  when  1  used  to  goto  church-and 

does  on  a  clever  picture,  long  after  it's  thi^:   (;od  A'mighty  slicks  to  tin? 

it   has   thoroughly   tjiken   in    every  land.     He  i>romiscs  Ismd  and  He  gives 

deUil     of     the     subject.       One     is  1"»<K    '""I    lb'  make^  chai)s   rich  wlUi 

tempted   to    half-close   the    volume  ^'"»" »*»tl  cattle." 

from  time  to  time,  cither  to  indulge  „      t 

a    silent   laugh,    or  to  digest   some  Solomon    Jeatherstonc  was  "not 

epigrammatic  truth  which    opens    a  ^"^X  ^^   "^"^h  blander  temper,  but 

new   vein    of    thought  within    our-  thought   himself   much  deeper  than 

selves.     Jn  each  of  these  brief  pas-  ^^«  brother  Peter:  "— 
Rages  there  are  materials  for  an  essay 

or  a  sermon: —  ** Indeed,  not  likely  to   bo  deceived 
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In  any  of  his  fcllow-mcn,  inasmnch  as  liar  to  that  lady  ;    "  she  was  accus- 

thcy    could    not  well  be  more  greedy  tomed  to  think  that  entire  freedom 

and  deceitful  than  he  suspected  them  ^^^^     xl^     ««««>o«;*«.    ^t     K»k»«;.«» 

of  bclnj?.      Even  the  invisible  powers,  ^"^""^   ^}^     necessity    of     behaving 

he  thought,  were  likely  to  be  soothed  agreeably  was  included  in   the   Al- 

by  a  bland  parenthesis  here  and  there,  mighty's  intentions  about  families.'* 

cominjj  from  a  man  of  property,  who  One  brief  extract  more,  and  wo 

might  have  been  as  impious  as  others."  ^^    ^j^g^   ^^    volumes.       It    is    a 

Mrs.  Cadwallader's  social  creed  is  ^i^^te  sermon,  containing  more  than 

stated   for  her  in   terms  which,   if  many  long  ones,  upon  a  text  from 

they  have  all  the  severity  of  finished  the  '  Pilgrim  s  Progress  --a  passage 

satire,  have  yet  in  them  a  lesson  of  ^^om    the  trial  of   Faithful,   which 

the  widest  charity,  and  of  a  kind  stands  as  a  motto  to  the  last  chap- 

which  to  many  of  us  is   the  most  ter  but  one  : 

difficult  of  all  to  receive  :    for  it  is  i«whcn  immortal  Bunyan  makes  his 

often   much  more    easy    to   extend  picture    of    the    persecuting    passions 

indulgence    to  our  neighbours'    sins  bringing  in  their  verdict  of  guilty,  who 

than  to  their  social  deficiencies  :—  Pj^ics    Faithful  ?      That    is  a  rare  and 

blessed    lot   which  some  greatest  men 

4«Ti«-    <•««!:««    f^.-.o-^^     ♦!.«     ^„i^-  have    not   attained,  to  know  ourselves 

ricL   w'ls    a    o?t  ^f    rcldo  s    hJtrc^'  ^"»^1^^«  ^^^^^^  ^  condemning  crowd- 

Knl     t^A     ttlJ^Lnw     So     all    th^^^^  to  be  sure  that  what  wo  are  denounced 

they     liud     probably     made     all    their  ^      .         ^  j    ^^         ^  j             ^j        i^j. 

money  out  of  high    retai     pnces    and  ^^^^  ,^^.j^  {^^^^  ^\  ^^^^  ^^^  ^1^^  ^t^l^ 


Z'?'l;  nlo  !!ll'  T^'lLr^h^r^^m'h  »«  t^    atoned,   not    for    professing  the 

tion  to  the  ears     A  U>wn  where  such  j^j  .  ^    ^^  ^l       ^  i^.    »   ^^      ^    ^ 

monsters    abounded    was    hardly    more  "  nfJ^aprf  in  ho  " 

than    a    sort    of    low    comedy,  which  P»^oiessea  lo  ot. 

'''' n'l  ''a^  u""  ^''\^1^  ''''''''T'^  ""*  *  T  ?        So  we  take  our  leave  of  a  work 
well-bred  scheme  of  the  universe.      Let        i*  •     .^^    x     j     i  u  u 

any  ladv  who  is  inclined  to  be  hard  on  which,  if  it  stood  alone,  would  have 

Mrs.  Ciidwallader  in(iuire  into  the  com-  made  an  era  in  the  literature  of  fic- 

prehcnslvoncss    of    her   own    beautiful  tion.     Following,  as  it  does,  a  series 

views,    and    be   quite   sure    that    they  ^f  acknowledged  masterpieces  from 

afford  hccommodtttion  for  nil  the  lives  .,  u      j       u*  u  -v 

which  have  the  honour  to  co-exUt  with  ^he  same  hand,  which  gave  a    new 

hers."  character   to    the   £inglish   "novel, 

it  would  have  been  much  to  have 

The    Middlemarch     interpretation  been  able  to  say  that  it  maintained 

of  *' candour*^  is  probably  not  con-  the  reputation  of  its  author.     But 

fined  to  that  town,  where   it  meant  we  shall  be  surprised  if  the  mature 

the   "taking  an   early    opportunity  judgment  passed  upon  it  by  those 

to  let  your  friends  know  that  you  who  can  appreciate  the  work  of  a 

did  not  take  a  cheerful  view  of  their  true  artist — and  we  will  admit  that 

capacity,   their     conduct,    or     their  these  may  not  be  the   majority   of 

position."     Nor  is  Mrs.  Waule's  no-  mere  novel  readers — does  not  pro- 

tion  of  the  absurdity  of  using  cere-  nounce   it   the  most  perfect  of  the 

mony  between  blood  relations  pecu-  series. 
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NEW    B00K3. 

The  readers  of  new  books  must  he,  holdinp;  fast  the  main  thread  of  his 
according  to  their  inclinations,  de-  use  and  pui*pose,  amid  the  maze  of 
lighted,  or  ])ored,  by  the  great  pre-  crossing  threads  which  compose  his 
valence  in  the  literary  world  of  the  daily  lijfe.  To  these  disadvantages 
art  of  biography.  Wherever  one  may  be  added  the  occasional  diffi- 
turns,  this  is  the  kind  of  fare  which  culty  of  saying  all  that  ought  to  be 
meets  one's  eye.  Baron  Stockmar  said  while  there  are  still  many 
on  one  side,  Count  de  ^lontalembcrt  persons  living,  liable  to  be  deeply 
on  the  other,  take  up  the  historical  wounded  or  injured  by  some  side- 
vein,  and  accumulate  "  mcmoires  light  thrown  upon  them,  or  rcvcla- 
pour  servir "  to  future  labourers  tion  of  unknown  events  in  their 
in  a  still  gi'avcr  and  more  important  history.  It  is  unquestionable,  how- 
field  ;  while  all  the  prejudices  of  our  ever,  that,  did  the  world  wait  fifty, 
youth  are  aj)pealed  to  in  favour  of  nay,  twenty  years,  to  give  itself 
Ca])tain  Marryat ;  and  such  names  time  to  step  back  and  see  the  efFcct 
as  those  of  Henry  Lawrence  on  one  far  ofl"  of  the  great  figures  which 
side,  and  Thomas  Brassey  on  the  dazzle  it  at  the  moment,  the  bio- 
other,  lead  us  into  most  varied  graj)hies  ^^Titten  would  bo  much 
scenes  of  active  life,  and  recjill  to  less  numerous.  Whether  this 
us  the  great  events  occurring  within  would  be  for  our  advantage  or  no 
the  limits  of  our  own  recollection,  we  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  decide, 
with  which  the  air  has  sciircely  For  our  own  part,  we  avow  there  is 
ceased  to  tingle.  This  rapi<l  por-  no  branch  of  literature  more  capti- 
trait  ■  jwiintiiig  has  advantages  and  vating  to  us.  Every  life  has  its 
disadvantiiges.  It  procures  us  in  romance,  its  dramatic  combinations, 
many  cases  a  more  real  j)icturo  its  struggle  of  ill  and  well  ;  and 
of  the  man  than  any  which  can  when  we  are  called  upon,  as  it  were, 
be  made  up  later  from  the  memo-  to  tiike  our  seats  in  a  wider  Colos- 
randa  of  failing  memories  or  the  scum,  and  see  this  man  and  that, 
traditions  of  an  age  which  has  this  woman  and  that,  descending  to 
already  forgotten  the  departed  hero,  struggle  with  the  lions,  to  fall  or  to 
It  gives  us  life,  colour,  and  move-  stand,  to  be  beaten  down  and  rise 
ment ;  but  unfortunately  it  gives  us  again,  and  at  last  to  be  carried  from 
often  the  imperfect  efTect  of  a  the  arena  with  victor  shouts  and 
picture  seen  too  near — a  want  of  wreaths,  or  with  the  low  wailings  of 
perspective,  an  absence  of  atmo-  the  fallen, — the  spectacle  is  always 
sphere,  and  that  due  sense  of  propor-  interesting  and  exciting.  It  has 
tion  which  has  so  much  to  do  with  the  that  perennial  charm  of  fellow-fecl- 
success  of  biograpli}'.  The  contem-  ing,  that  desire  to  behold  our  fcl- 
porary  historian  is  apt  to  become  low-men  in  situations  like  our  own, 
confused  between  those  great  crises  and  struggles  like  our  own,  which  is 
which  afl'ect  a  man's  life,  and  the  the  fun<lament*il  standing-ground  of 
smaller  crises,  often  bulking  (piite  all  poetry  and  fiction — witii  the  ad- 
as  largely  at  the  moment  of  their  ditional  advantage  superadded,  which 
occurrence,  which  affect  only  his  is  so  dear  to  Ihe  simple  mind,  of 
comfort  or  his  position  ;  and  to  find  knowing  every  incident  and  every 
A    diilicultv    in   discriminatin;;  and  conflict  to  be  true. 
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The  life  of  Sir  Henry  Lawrence*  solute  impartiality  is  to  be  desired 
is  one  of  those  highly  dramatic  lives  either  in  the  biographer  or  the  his- 
which  require  but  little  imagination  torian.  So  long  as  both  give  their 
on  our  part  to  perceive  their  pictur-  facts  correctly,  we  doubt  whether 
esque  qualities.  The  manner  of  th^  the  warmth  of  personal  feeling  does 
8tory  is  so  far  curious,  besides  all  its  not  add  a  certain  charm  to  the  pic- 
intrinsic  interest,  that  two  voices  are  ture.  It  is  a  poor  view  of  that 
employed  in  the  narrative — one  the  power  which  gives  us  the  deepest 
lively,  breathless,  and  somewhat  insight  into  human  affairs,  to  s«ay 
careless  voice  of  a  fellow-actor  in  the  that  love  is  blind.  True  affection 
same  drama,  a  man  himself  moved  may  glorify  but  cannot  falsify  the 
to  sympathetic  elation  or  depression  image  it  holds  forth  to  the  world ; 
by  all  that  happens  to  his  hero,  by  and  indeed  it  might  almost  be  said 
that  best  right  of  all,  the  fact  that  that  the  gifts  which  secure  to  a 
these  very  things  happened  to  him-  man  a  thorough  partisan  in  his 
self,  and  form  part  and  parcel  of  his  friend,  are  themselves  a  kind  of 
own  life :  the  other  the  calmer  im-  evidence  that  ho  is  worth  glorifying 
partial  utterance  of  a  philosophic  having  had  power  to  create  an  affec- 
strangcr  to  whom  Henry  Lawrence  tion  which  lives  after  him.  How- 
is  no  more  than  an  interesting  and  ever  that  may  be,  we  are  glad  a 
remarkable  man,  to  be  judged  only  least  that  Lawrence's  early  days 
on  his  merits,  whose  history  can  be  are  drawn  by  the  kind  and  faulty 
told  without  excitement,  without  hand  of  his  loyal  follower,  and  not 
any  quickening  of  the  breath  or  by  the  severely  truthful  and  unpre- 
beating  of  the  heart  As  it  happens,  judiced  pen  of  Mr.  Merivale; 
these  two  voices  take  up  the  tale  in  though  the  value  of  the  latter  half 
such  divisions  as  poetry  would  have  of  the  work  composed  by  that 
apportioned  to  them,  had  that  Muse,  gentleman  is  infinitely  greater,  both 
and  not  a  darker  and  more  solemn  historically  and  in  a  literary  point 
one,  been  the  cause  of  the  conjunc-  of  view,  than  the  slapdash  narrative 
tion.  The  youth,  the  rise  and  pro-  of  the  soldier.  Mr.  Merivale  has 
gress,  the  love-tale,  and  outset  the  graver  half  of  the  task  to  accom- 
upon  life,  fall  to  the  share  of  the  plish — that  half  of  life  in  which  the 
sympathetic  historian ;  and  when  glitter  of  youth  has  died  ofl^  the 
the  tale  becomes  grave,when  a  serious  dews  dried  up,  and  men  begin  to 
estimate  of  public  events  becomes  reap  the  fruits  of  that  which  them- 
ncccssary,  then  with  curious  appro-  selves  have  sown  for  good  or  for 
priatcness  the  philosophical  spectator  evil.  And  when  much  becomes 
takes  up  the  thread  which  the  other  complicated  and  doubtful  —  when 
had  dropped.  Sir  Herbert  Edwardes  there  is  something  to  praise,  but 
docs  not  always  write  with  taste,  also  something  to  blame — when  the 
nor  is  his  style  a  model  of  good  hero  comes  in  contact  with  other 
English.  It  is  careless,  often  tawdry,  heroes,  and  has  not  always  the  best 
and  aims  at  false  effects;  but  its  of  it — we  can  fully  appreciate  the 
jauntiness  is  at  least  natural,  and  its  impartiality  of  the  historian,  whose 
very  affectation  full  of  that  simplicity  aim  is  to  give  us  the  shadows  along 
which  inclines  us  to  forgive  the  sol-  with  the  lights,  and  enable  us  to 
dier-writer  for  many  slips  and  much  judge  as  well  as  to  know.  But  we 
aberration  from  the  strict  path  of  art.  confess  to  so  much  human  weakness 
It  is  a  difiicult  question  whether  ab-  in  favour  of  the  momentary  object 

*  The  Life  of  Sir  llenry  Lawrence.  By  the  late  Major-Gcneral  Sir>  Herbert  Ben- 
j>uni\i  Edwardes,  K. C.B.,  K.C.S.I.,  and  Herman  Merivale,  Esq.,  C.B.  2  void. 
tjinitb,  Elder,  and  Co.,  London.     1873. 
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of  our  immediate  interest,  as  to  the  hcreditanr  tendency  to  take 
ho  ghid  that  Mr.  Mcrivale  was  not  oficnco  and  tnink  hiniHclf  injured, 
our  guide  from  the  heginning,  to  from  which  not  even  the  high 
point  out  to  us  those  failings  in  the  Christian  qualities  of  his  mind  could 
bold  and  steadfast  boy  which  we  can  quite  emancipate  Sir  Henry  Law- 
see  for  ourselves  in  the  full-grown  rence.  The  good  and  wise  mother, 
man.  Here  we  prefer  Sir  Herbert  who  "kept  the  family  together,  and 
Kdwardcs,  though  he  writes  badly,  brought  us  all  up  on  very  slender 
and  runs  into  sometimes  silly  apos-  means,"  advised  one  of  her  sons  on 
trophes  and  outbursts  of  admiring  his  departure  from  India,  "not  to 
feeling.  He  too  has  gone  away  into  be  too  ready  to  speak  his  min<L" 
the  silence,  leaving  a  life  full  of  "It  was  the  rock  on  which  your 
heroic  instincts — an  example  to  father  shipwrecked  all  his  proM- 
stimulate  the  generation  which  comes  i)ects,"  she  said ;  and  these  few  words 
after  him.  Literary  criticism  would  throw  wonderful  light  upon  the 
be  misplaced  in  respect  to  such  a  story  of  the  struggling  family — the 
broken  and  unfiiu'shed  piece  of  ready  -  tcngued  and  ready  -  witted 
work.  We  feel  the  friendly  fervour,  father,  incapable  of  silence  or  inactivi- 
the  honest  and  genuine  partisanship,  ty,  and  the  ])atient  woman  who  had  to 
which  commends  both  men  to  our  keep  all  going  and  to  back  up  her 
liking;  and  the  sympathy  touches  vociferous  husband,  wliilc  secretly 
us,  if  not  the  skill.  feeling  all  the  harm  he  was  doinj;. 
The  father  of  Henry  Lawrence,  They  were  both,  however,  true, 
or,  to  speak  more  justly,  of  five  stout  honest,  and  genuine,  ruling  their 
Lawrenc.'es,  all  servants  of  their  flock  with  old-fashioned  absolutism, 
country,  three  of  whom  have  come  bringing  them  up  in  tlie  fear  of  God 
to  the  higher  rewards  wbich  Kng-  and  the  restraints  of  an  honourable 
land,  though  with  grudging,  deals  poverty — perhaps  the  best  condi- 
to  her  fjiithful  servants,  and  two  of  tions  under  which  men  and  soldiers 
whom  have  acrpiired  real  fame — was  vaxu  be  trained.  Besides  the  good 
a  brave  old  hot-tempered  and  pe-  mother  of  the  house,  tlic  boys  had 
renniall}'  grumbling  soldier,  who  an  "  Aunt  Angel,"  worthy  of  her 
had  fought  his  way  without  friends  name,  who  devoted  herself  to  worka 
to  the  rank  of  colonel,  having  ])oked  of  charity,  and  taught  them  gentle 
himself  into  every  danger  going,  from  lessons  of  religion  in  the  co*^1)dential 
the  .age  of  fourteen  to  fifty,  ICfiding  seclusion  of  her  room ;  and  a  high- 
forlorn  hopes,  sculling  j)erilous  spirited  sister  Letitia,  of  whom  it  is 
breaches,  getting  liimself  left  for  told  tliat^,  having  been  visited  by 
dead  under  the  blazing  eastern  sun,  her  father  at  school,  and  buoyo<l  up 
and  rinining  through  a  double  share  with  hopes  that  ho  would  take  her 
of  all  the  hardshij)s  involved  in  the  home  with  hini,  she  tore  to  pieces 
career  of  a  poor  and  energetic  sol-  with  indignation  a  live-pound  note 
dier.  He  fought  his  way  to  every  which  the  old  veteran,  not  brare 
tirade  with  bitter  etlbrt,  fighting  enough  to  face  her  tears,  sent  her 
with  sword  as  well  as  pen,  and  re-  by  way  of  farewell  ere  he  stole  off 
tired  at  last  upon  a  miserably  inade-  without  seeing  her.  This  sister 
quate  pension,  to  scold  <Jovernment  was  Henry  Lji wren ce*s  most  belored 
and  rear  his  boys,  leaving  to  them  and  trusted  friend  through  life. 
not  only  the  inheritance  of  his  high  The  boys  began  their  education 
chardct«T  and  high  courage,  but  also  in  Ireland,  from  whence  both  father 
of  his  gi'ievances — an  inheritance  and  mother  originally  came ;  not| 
which  showed  itself   afterwards   in  however,  the  Ireland  which  is  Irish, 
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but  that  division  of  the  island  in  "and  was  ever  to  be  found  where 
which  Saxon  toughness  and  Scotch  they  were  carried  on,  his  head  mean- 
strength  of  will  (if  the  distinction  while  full  of  poetry,  which  he 
is  worth  making)  seem  to  have  omitted  no  opportunity  to  spout  in 
intensified  into  double  hardhcaded-  a  loud  voice  in  the  intervals  of  the 
nes:.   and   rough   force,    by    contact  game." 

with  the  different  qualities  of  This  last  particular  is  amusing 
the  more  impassioned  aboriginal  enough.  Lawrence  had  a  strong 
race.  "  Do  you  think  we  were  clever  literary  bias  throughout  his  whole 
as  lads  ?  "  Henry  Lawrence  asked  life,  and  it  reveals  to  us  as  well  as 
his  brother  John  one  night  years  anything  can,  the  changed  mental 
after,  and  thousands  of  miles  away,  condition  of  our  boys  when  we  hear 
in  a  night-watch  in  the  midst  of  the  of  this  big  Irish  lad  "  spouting  *' 
Indian  wars.  I  donH  think  we  Scott's  poetry,  his  favourite  love,  "  in 
were,  Lord  Lawrence,  the  brother  a  loud  voice,"  over  the  heads  of  the 
John  in  question,  adds  simply;  "it  eager  circle  of  cricketers  or  football 
was  not  altogether  that  we  were  players  without  ridicule  or  remark, 
dull :  we  had  very  few  advantages,  What  lad  spouts  Scott  nowadays  ? 
and  were  backward  and  defioient."  or  cares  for  any  minstrelsy  half  so 
Heaven  send  us  always  enough  of  wholesome  or  practical?  Notwith- 
such  dull  boys  I  But  all  authorities  standing,  however,  his  defective 
agree  that  neither  of  these  two  education,  and  still  more  defective 
Lawrences  would  have  had  the  "  quickness,"  ambition  was  in  this 
slightest  hope  of  ever  getting  to  boy's  soul.  He  declined  a  cavalry 
India  had  the  days  of  competitive  appointment  in  the  Indian  service, 
examination  begun,  a  most  pregnant  "  lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  no 
comment,  worthy  the  attention  of  all  Lawrence  could  pass  for  the  artil- 
governing  persons,  if  governing  per-  lery  !  "  And  he  did  pass  for  the 
sons  can  be  expected  to  have  either  artillery,  as  he  deserved,  after  this 
eyes  or  cars.  At  fourteen,  however,  delightful  outburst  of  family  pride, 
Henry  Lawrence  entered  Addis-  In  1822,  being  then  eighteen,  ho 
combe,  where  his  brother  George  sailed  for  India,  and  there  fell  among 
already  was.  Here  he  was  distin-  one  of  those  curious  little  companies 
guished  among  his  comrades  by  the  of  evangelical  young  soldiers  who 
name  of  Pat  Lawrence,  probably  have  long  represented  quite  a 
from  his  readiness  to  resent  "any  re-  distinct  feature  in  our  British 
(lection  upon  Ireland,"  and  is  de-  army,  both  in  India  and  elsewhere, 
scribed  as  "  a  very  rough  Irish  lad.  This  youthful  brotherhood  lived  to- 
hardbodied,  iron-constitutioned,  who  gether  under  the  superintendence  of 
would,  when  necessary,  take  or  give  the  clergyman,  who  had  converted 
a  licking  with  a  good  grace.''  "He  them  all,  in  one  of  those  semi-mon- 
was,"  says  Major  Abbott,  "  quick  of  astic  communities  which  religious 
temper,  stern  of  resolution,  the  de-  feeling,  when  highly  excited,  flies 
terniined  foe  of  everything  mean,  to,  by  instinct,  everywhere.  It  is 
bullying,  or  skulking."  He  did  not  curious  to  see  how  this  impulse 
take  a  high  grade  in  any  branch  of  triumphs  over  the  profoundest  Pro- 
education,  but  was  "a  zealous  stu-  testantism  of  doctrine.  Contact 
dent,  endeavouring  to  supply  by  with  these  young  believers  decided 
soul  and  laboiu*  the  quickness  which  Lawrence's  life  in  this  most  impor- 
had  been  denied  to  him."  Even  in  tant  matter.  He  never  was  a  Have- 
sport  he  had  no  skill  to  boast  of,  lock  or  a  Hedley  Vicars,  Provid- 
but  was  fond  of  all  manly  exercises,  ence  and  his  own  original  character 
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preserving  him  from  the  painful  and  power.  Before  the  Mutiny  the 
phraHcology  and  narrowed  sentiment  story  of  Cabul  was  a  most  exciting 
of  these  pood  men.  Ihit  without  one,  and  there  are,  no  doubt,  many 
sayinp  much  about  it,  without  scr-  readers  of  this  book  who  will  re- 
monising  cither  in  public  or  private,  collect  the  ferment  of  public  scnti- 
heput  himself  silently  and  steadfastly  mcht  in  England  when  it  was  known 
on  the  side  of  religion,  giving  to  its  that  a  handful  of  Englishmen  and 
more  demonstrative  champions  that  Englishwomen  were  in  captivity 
support  and  backing-up  wliich  is  of  among  those  unknown  mountains, 
much  more  use  than  an  additional  and  that  our  unconquered  flag  had 
voice.  stooped  to  the  savage  ensigns  of  a 
We  need  not,  however,  follow  the  heathen  prince.  It  was  on  this 
young  soldier  minutely  through  his  occasion  that  Henry  Lawrence  was 
career.  He  fell  ill  and  liad  to  be  first  able  to  display  the  vast  energy 
sent  home,  where  he  fell  in  love,  as  and  power  tlial  distinguished  his 
was  meet  and  right,  though  witli  a  character.  He  was  greatly  instru- 
modesty  and  humility  which  re-  mental  in  the  passage  of  the  Khyber 
quired  the  aid  once  more  of  his  Pass,  which  was  the  key  of  the 
spirited  sister  Letty  to  bring  the  position,  and  which,  when  in  the 
pretty  romance  to  its  fit  conclusion  possession  of  the  English,  made  their 
in  an  entirely  happy  marriage,  further  progress  comparatively  easy. 
The  character  of  his  wife,  who  died  It  had  been  concluded  that  Law- 
some  time  before  him,  is  given  in  rence,  then  acting  as  political  agcnt^ 
the  book  with  a  fulness  which,  per-  was  not  to  accompany  the  army  who 
haps,  is  a  little  indiscreet;  though  stormed  the  pass,  a  senior  political 
so  good  and  j)ious  and  fine  a  cha-  officer  having  claimed  the  privilege. 
racter  has  no  need  of  concealment.  Much  discontented  with  this  deci- 
She  was  a  woman  full  of  eloquence  sion,  he  yet  gained  from  General 
and  enthusiasm,  given  to  much  writ-  l^llock  permission  to  **takc  a  couple 
ing,  warm  in  admiration  of  natural  of  guns  up  the  little  hill  inside  the 
beauty,  and  with  a  considerable  defile  ;  "  and  in  short,  as  Sir  Herbert 
faculty  for  description  of  it,  devoted  Edwardes  expresses  it,  to  "  go  on  by 
to  reading  and  literature  generally —  instalments."  Here  is  an  account 
a  woman  who  might  well  make  a  of  him  on  the  morning  of  this  mo- 
lonoly  Indian  station  tolerable,  and  m  en  to  us  attack  : — 
keep  warm   the    h'fo    of    sentiment 

and  thought  as   well  as  the  hearth  „^.,    (,,.,,,^,^    p,,„^,,k    gtjn    ^^y^ 

of  domestic  comfort;  but  whom  the  ]u,w  about  throe  o\:lock  in  the  mom. 

scofiing  world  outside  might  describe  Inu:  he  n'pairt-d  to  Lawrciu'c's  tout.  In 


two  great  temporary  failures  of  re-  ^^lUTal  was   obliged    to   leave   him    In 

cent  government  in    India — the  old  this  desperate   condition,  and   Buyg,   'I 

AfTghanistJin    war,  where  the  catas-  <\'!l  not  exiu'ct  ever  to  sec  lilm  agahi 

i«^.  I       r  r<  1    1        1  *u  *•  'i        r  idive:'   but  to  Ins  creut  Kurprlac  when 

trophe  of  (  abul  and  the  captivity  of  j,^.  ,,,,,.|,ed  the  front  of  the  imi.^  there 

a  number  of  Enghsh  prisoners,  gave  was    Henry    Lawrence   witli    the  jyuna^ 

a   kind  of   antiiipator}   .sketch,  for-  heliiiiiLr  lo  get   Uicni  inli*  l)o^ii!oIl— «U 

tunately  ending  in  a  much  less  dis-  l«'(lil.v'  inllrmilitw  mbdiicd  by  force  of 

•lufr/wi  •  «'.i»'  /%f  41. .^  .*i:l5<i..;»o  /^f  1 Q^"  .  will  and  sense  (»f  dntv.   .  .  .    At  S  p.m., 

asiroua  \\  ay,  01  tiie  miseries  oi  lno«  ;         ,     ,.       ,,  i^..  «;"i«„  41. „  ,. »««>„«J. 

,  ,,  •".  ,-    ,.       .^     ij.   ^        1  .  1'  as  he  himself  desenbes  the  oecurrcnec^ 

and  the  great  Mutiny  Itself,  to  which  »i  ^^.^,^  ^^.^y  \\\^  i,„t    dn>scd,  and  at  4 

his  life  was  sacrificed  in  its  fulness  led  the  column  down  to  the  jKisa,  plac- 
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Ing  the  pins  in  position;   and  aU  the  pHshed    author    of    the   *  Battle    of 

raornins:  douii;  diUy  with  the  ffuns  or  T^^«b:^«»  •«  r  xt     -n     x  • 

attcndiiT^r   General   Polloclv.    I  l!ot  the  ^^^rjcmg    is  aware  of  the  illustrious 

lirst  gun,  a  niountain  howitzer,  throu;;h  "^^^  ^"<^  preceded  him  m   that  vein 

the  barricade,  as  toon  as  a  small  opcli-  of  satire  and  criticism.     Lawrence's 

Ing  was  made  in  it,   and  opened  it  on  essay  is  neither  so  able  nor  imbued 
fiio  nii«r,^,T.    o.wi   ,.,iw.«   -• ipositiou    ap-        *  *  .  . 

returned   tc 
some  twenty 

,  iatel}-  arrang-  .  ^     , 

cd  to  }zvX    water   carried  to    tlie   rear-  who,  in  the  pages  of  the  '  Delhi   Gaz- 

&"^^^' "  ette '  let  loose  his  opinion  on  the  cri- 

How  he  had  thrown  himself  into  sis  before  his  eyes,  in  the  shape  of  a 
the  always  difficult  question  of  the  historical  narrative,  purporting  to  be 
commissariat,  collecting  provisions  written  by  that  officer  in  his  English 
and  water  for  the  army — and  all  the  retirement  in  the  year  1855,  four- 
trouble  he  had  with  the  Sikhs,  who  teen  years  later  than  the  date  of 
were  sometimes  insolent,  sometimes  publication — is  sufficiently  striking 
indifferent,  we  cannot  enter  into.  ^^  attract  the  reader.  Miracles  are 
But  the  manner  in  which  he  seems  raore  possible  in  India  than  in  Eng- 
io  have  darted  up  and  down  this  land,  and  the  Indian  *  Battle  of 
tremendous  pass,  carrying  news,  Dorking '  is  written  by  an  optimist, 
bringing  away  the  wounded,  escort-  who  takes  it  for  granted  that  the 
ing  provision  trains,  doing  *'a  hun-  l>Gst  scheme  for  setting  matters 
dred  intelligent  and  thoughtful  acts  fight  was  as  likely  to  be  accepted 
which  everybody  else  was  too  busy  "*  public  as  in  private  enterprise, 
to  attend  to,"  is  picturesque  enough  After  giving  a  rapid  sketch  of  the 
in  its  cool  daring  to  arouse  the  reader  state  of  India  at  the  moment  of 
into  admiring  excitement.  Those  the  disasters  at  Pabul — how  "the 
dashing  journeys  back  and  for-  foundations  of  British  rule  were 
ward  through  the  jaws  of  hell,  which  shaken;  "  "all  Hindostan  was  in  a 
were  totally  out  of  the  letter  of  his  blaze;"  the  cry  of  "the  Feringhee 
duty,  were  all  performed  with  a  busi-  Raj  is  over,  resounded  from  one 
ness-liko  and  practical  calm  which  coast  to  another;"  and  how  Lord 
almost  succeeds,  as  it  is  intended  Jamaica  (Sir  C.  Metcalfe)  had  sent 
to  do,  in  veiling  the  brilliancy  of  the  a  confidential  circular,  calling  upon 
achievement.  After  this  it  is  con-  "every  man  who  bore  a  commission 
ceivable  that  Lawrence  might  well  to  state  in  a  letter  not  exceeding 
feel  aggrieved  when  he  was  thanked  ^^alf  a  sheet  of  foolscap  paper,  his 
in  General  Pollock\s  despatches  as  a  views  as  to  the  steps  now  requisite 
"  political."  "All  here  know  I  was  fo  regain  and  maintain  our  authority 
engaged,"  he  said,  with  a  certain  Jp  Affghanistan,  adding  a  descrip- 
whimper  of  vexation,  which  endears  tive  roll  of  himself,  according  to  a 
the  stout  soldier  to  us.  "  I  shall  be  prescribed  form" — Lawrence,  under 
glad  if  he  says,  '  Captain  Lawrence  ^he  slight  disguise  of  his  assumed 
served  with  :!  v     uns.'"  character,    thus   goes   on  in  answer 

The  literary  phase  of  Lawrence's  to  this  supposititious  circular,  to  dis- 

life,  however,  which  is,  as  mjiy  be  close   what  ho   thought    necessary, 

supposed,    quite  secondary,    and  of  and  what  he   was  prepared  to  do : — 
no  manner   of    importance  in  com-        "My  Lord,— I    have    the   honour,  In 

parison   with    his   great    and    many  pursuance  of   the  Government  notifica- 

public  services,  here  unfolds  a  quaint  ^^^"  ^'  ^}^t'^?^^  August,  to  subtnit,  for 

««^     „r.«^^^^*    1       I      4.  w^    J  your  lordship's  consideration,  a  deserip- 

and    unexpected    chapter.     We    do  {ly^  roll  of  myself  and  a  stitcment^ 

not     know     whether     the     accom-  my  views :— 
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Name. 

Age. 
37 

Father's 
Profes- 
sion. 

Place 

of 
Birth. 

Place  of  'Date  of 
Edaca-        Com- 

tion.        mission 

1 

Term 

of 
Service. 

Remarks. 

Darby 
Connor 

Soldier 

Cork 

Tippc- 
rary 

1825 

20 
years 

Healthy,  active,  in- 
dustrious;   served   in 
Burniali,  and  lioped  to 
serve    elsewhere,  but 
had  not  the  luck. 

"Lord  Auckland's  Afghan  expedi- 
tion barely  escaped  failure,  because 
the  fnndamentid  rules  that  j^uide  men 
in  their  individual  and  collective  capa- 
cities, when  tcorkinfj  for  themselves, 
were  neglected.  Allow  me,  ray  Lord, 
to  illustrate  my  meaning  by  two  com- 
parisons, *  the  establishment  of  a  brew- 
erv,'  and  *an  expedition  into  Central 
Africa.' 

"The  capitaUst,  who  proposes  to  try 
his  luck  in  the  malt  line,  either  studies 
the  theory  and  practice  of  his  business, 
or  employs,  on  a  remunerative  salary, 
an  honest,  active,  and  thoroughly  com- 
petent person  as  head  of  the  work,  and 
looks  out  equally  lltting  instruments 
for  every  part  of  the  establishment, 
down  to  the  ermnd-boy.  No  working 
berth  is  filled  by  a  mere  brother,  son, 
or  cousin;  if  any  relative  or  friend 
wishes  for  employment,  he  enters  as  a 
scholar;  the  machine  is  made  efficient 
without  him,  and  he  is  permitted  to 
attend  and  learn.  Every  improvement 
is  adopted,  good  beer  is  made,  and  large 

f>roQts  accrue,  because  the  proper  means 
lave   been    used,  and  the   one    specific 
object  has  been  kept  in  view. 

"Again,  on  a  discovery  expedition, 
who  is  Bclectcd  ?  The  infirm,  the  pusil- 
lanimous, the  unwilling;  or  the  volun- 
teers of  stout  body  and  firm  heart  ? 

"And  does  he  take  with  him  the 
luxuries  of  the  capital,  the  gratifications 
of  tiiste,  or  simply  what  will  sustain  life 
and  strength,  and  the  instruments  to 
enable  him  to  profit  by  his  discoveries? 
And  whom  does   he  choose    for   com- 

E anions  but  those  like-minded  and  like- 
odied,  who  are  desirous  to  go  ? 
"  Now  will  your  Lordship  con- 
trast with  the  above  the  conduct  of  the 
Indian  Army  assembled  in  1838  ?. 
Take  the  Amiy  List  for  that  year,  and 
examine  how  many  went  that  should 
not,  and  how  many  that  would  have 
gone  stayed  behind;  then  east  your 
eyes  on  the  files  of  newspapers  for  the 


ensuing  year,  and  you  will  sec  that, 
from  bickerings  and  jealousies  in  high 
places,  from  persons  interfering  in  mat- 
ters with,  which  they  should  have  had 
nothhig  to  do,  and  thwarting  the 
measures  of  those  who  iiad  knowledge 
and  responsibility,  no  efficient  arrange- 
ment was  made  in  any  one  branch  of 
the  army,  which  started  clogged  with 
infinn,  home-siek,  and  aged  men,  and 
retarded  by  want  of  information  and 
arrangement 

"In  some  of  the  most  important 
matters,  every  man  did  that  which  wa» 
right  in  his  own  eyes;  in  others,  of 
minor  moment,  each  was  afraid  to 
act,  and  take  the  responsibility  on 
himself. 

"Avoiding  the  errors  of  this  last  war, 
I,  therefore,  propose  to  your  Lordship 
an  army  of  <iOOO  men,  drawn  from  au 
the  Presidencies ;  8000  to  march  by 
Dera  Ishmael  Khan,  1500  by  the 
Bolan,  and  1500  by  the  Khyber 
Pass. 

"2.  That  no  officer  above  the  rank 
of  captain  be  permitted  to  go. 

"3.  That  the  officer  in  command  of 
the  expedition  be  supreme  political  as 
well  as  military  authority;  that  he 
have  full  i)ower  to  weed  his  battalions^ 
to  leave  behind  all  whom  he  may  deem 
incumbrances,  and  accept  the  proffer* 
ed  services  of  all  volunteers;  that,  In 
short,  receiving  your  Lordship*s  In- 
structions, he  have  full  powers  to  carry 
out  the  views  of  Government  at  the 
time  and  in  the  manner  that  seems  to 
liimself  moat  practicable. 

"That  from  highest  to  lowest,  he 
fill  up  all  statf  situations,  and  that,  as 
responsible  for  the  result,  ho  have  the 
selection  of  his  own  instruuicnts.  For 
other  campaigns,  I  volunteered  f6r 
surbordinate  employment,  but  my  ser- 
vices were  not  accepted;  on  this  occir- 
sion  I  offer  myself  as  chief,  and,  fcdOne 
that  my  services  will  be  accepted,  i 
Ehall   be   x)reparcd   on   receipt  of  your 
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Lordship's     answer    to    join    williout  of    the    unhappy   misunderstanding 

dcluv    the    headquarter    camp     for    I  ^nd  ronflict  of  opinions,  which  drove 

need  not  sav  that  httle  more  than  the  o;^  tj««^«.  t  ««r,.i««r»/N,,*  ^*  ♦ujo  ««ki« 

neeessarv    time    now    remains    to    en-  Sir  Henry  Lawrence  out  of  this  noble 

able     the     nceessary      preparations.— I  post,    and   condemned   him    in    the 

have,  &e.                 DARnv  Connok."  prime  of  his  life  to  an  interval   of 

"LrcKxow  dignified  deposition,      Mr.  Merivale, 

August  ]IU(  li4o."  contrary  to  the  habit  of  biographers, 

considers  Lord  Dalhousie  and  Lord 

This  frank  offer  is  instantly  ac-  Lawrence  to  have  been  in  the  right, 
cepted  by  the  wise  Governor-Gen-  and  the  subject  of  his  narrative  in 
eral,  and  Darby  finds  himself  im-  the  wrong  ;  but  the  question  is  too 
mediately  at  the  head  of  a  staff  of  long  and  serious  to  be  entered  upon 
his  own  selection,  of  ages  ranging  here.  Mr.  Merivale  writes  with  all 
from  his  own  (38)  to  27,  "all  hale  the  dignity  and  power  of  a  practised 
and  hearty  fellows,  all  ready  for  a  historian,  and  his  story  is  lucid  and 
tumasha." — (Is  there  any  need  to  interesting.  It  reveals  to  us  inci- 
translate  so  comprehensible  a  word  ?)  dentally  one  of  the  most  curious 
One  of  the  commander's  first  acts  is  aspects  of  that  wonderful  mystery 
to  take  a  torch  after  dinner,  **and  of  Indian  Government,  which  is  one 
with  my  own  hand  burn  a  new  of  the  greatest  marvels  under  heaven, 
splendid  double-poled  tent,  just  That  vast  country,  full  of  wealth  of 
made  for  me  by  Nyn  Sookh,  the  every  kind,  full  of  valour  and  energy, 
best  tentmakcr  in  India,"  by  way  as  was  afterwards  proved  to  our 
of  giving  practical  illustration  of  the  help  and  consolation,  and  of  in- 
uselessncss  of  luxury.  Brigadier  tellect  strong  and  subtle,  lay,  pas- 
Darby  Connor  did  not  take  his  men  sive  and  helpless,  while  these  three 
into  action,  which  might  have  con-  Europeans  fought  fiercely  over  it,  to 
verted  his  prophetic  campaign  into  determine  its  future  fate,  its  indepen- 
an  ugly  vehicle  of  criticism  ;  but  dence  or  subjugation.  If  the  risks 
this  escapade  of  fancy  is  notable  as  are  enormous,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
well  as  amusing,  showing  at  once  that  such  an  absolute  sense  of 
his  thorough  insight  into  Indian  power  must  be  intoxicating  beyond 
affairs,  and  the  noble  inpaticnce  of  description — the  highest  excitement 
the  really  capable  worker  compelled  possible  to  man. 
to  stand  by  and  see  the  incapable  in  No  one  needs  to  be  told  how 
office — which,  alas  !  is  not  confined  Henry  Lawrence  died,  struck  down 
to  the  unemployed  soldier  alone.  in  the  beginning  of  the  tragic  strug- 

We  have  occupied  too  much  space  glo  at  Lucknow,  in  all  the  agony  of 
with  these  preliminaries,  to  enter  an  undecided  conflict,  with  cvery- 
into  the  great  work  of  his  life,  the  thing  looking  ill  for  the  success  and 
pacification  and  regulation  of  the  honour  of  his  country.  But  heaven 
I'unjab,  a  work  which  stood  the  be  praised,  however  dolorous  may 
British  Government  in  much  stead,  be  our  anticipations  sometimes  at 
when  the  desperate  crisis  of  the  home,  no  soldier  in  the  field  ever  en- 
Mutiny  arrived,  and  the  people  tertained  the  idea  that  English  arms 
whom  Lawrence  had  moulded,  so  to  could  possibly  be  beaten  ;  and  this 
speak,  with  his  very  hands,  gave  most  stout  and  worthy  soldier  died 
invaluable,  and  indeeii  indispensable  as  calmly  as  if  he  had  been  at  home, 
aid,  at  the  most  critical  moment,  leaving  with  his  last  breath,  his 
Mr.  Merivale,  to  whom  by  this  time  children,  and  the  **  Lawrence  asy- 
tho  narrative  has  fallen,  gives  full  lums,"  to  the  care  of  his  country, 
particulars  of  this  work,    as  well  as  The  Lawrence  asylums  were  institut- 
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ed  for  the  education  of  the  children  of.  Here  is  a  great  railwray  con- 
of  Enjjjlish  soldiers  in  various  hill  tractor,  says  our  teacher,  who  did  a 
stations,  where  the  climate  made  p^reat  deal  of  work  and  made  a  great 
existence  i)o>sible.  Thus  the  large  deal  of  money  ;  but  how  did  he  do 
and  noble  charity  which  had  i)er-  it  V  He  did  it  by  certain  qualities 
vaded  his  whole  life,  was  associated  which  I  can  classify,  and  which  will 
with  the  last  and  most  intimate  be  exhibited  to  you  on  my  black- 
movement  of  his  heart  towards  board,  as  follows  : — '*  Mr.  Brassey^s 
those  w^ho  were  his  very  own.  His  trustfulness  :  .  .  .  This  virtue  was 
wife,  one  feels  glad  to  think,  had  carried  to  a  great  extent  in  him,  to 
died  some  time  before.  an  extent  that  may  appear  almost 

extreme.     He  chose  his  agents  with 

The  life  of  Mr.  Brassey  *  is  given  great   care    and    with    consummate 

to  us  by  a  writer  who  has  all  the  judgment.      After  ho    had    chosen 

right   to  be  didactic  which  is  con-  them,  he  placed    implicit    trust  in 

ferred  by  a  long  course  of  volunteer  them."     **  Liberality  :  ...  He  wis 

teaching — teaching    which    has,   no  exceedingly   liberal  in   the  conduct 

doubt,  been  appreciated  by  a  large  of    his   business."      ^^  Equanimity  : 

number  of  people,  and  conveyed  its  He  was  a  man  of  a  singularly  calm 

own  deep  consciousness  of  intellec-  and  equable  temperament"     "  Pre- 

tual    superiority  to  many   readers,  sence  of  mind  :     Mr.   Brassey  was 

The  present  book,  however,  though  gifted  with  much  presence  of  mind.** 

full  of  facts  touching  the  subject  of  *'  Hatred  of  contention  :  Mr.  Brasser 

the   narrative,  gives  us  much  more  had  a  perfect  hatred  of  contention  ; 

insight  into  Mr.  Helps  than  into  Mr.  — and  so  forth  throughout  the  intro> 

Hrassey.      In   this   respect,    though  ductory  chapter ;    till  fun  gets  the 

perhaps  in  no  other,  it  is  an  amus-  up])er   hand,  and  wc  feel  that  the 

ing  book.     There  is,  we  cannot  but  quaintness    of    thus    receiving    the 

feel,  a  certain  absurdity  in    placing  essence  of  a  successful  man  of  busi- 

it  by  the  si<le  of  the  work  which    we  ness  done  up  and  labelled  in  littk 

have  just  dismissed,  and   in    which  bundles    quite    exceeds  what  mjdit 

— represented  too  carelessly  for  one  be    considered    the   tedium  ofthe 

part,   and   perhaps   too    ])hilosophi-  performance.     So  far  for  the  object 

cally  for  the  other — a  man  never-  lesson.     The  character  of  a  defence 

theless    appears     at     full     length,  — surely  a  mo.st  unsatisfactory  way 

struggling    through    both    veils     of  of  treating  a  life  so  universally  ap- 

liturary     adornment,      with     much  ])roved,    attacked    by    no  one,  and 

reality     of     thought     antl     action,  crowned  by  all  possible  recompenses 

Mr.  IJrassoy— we  use  the  title  always  of  merit  from  its  beginning  toils 

given  to   him   ])y   his   present   bio-  end — is  probably  given  by  the  mode 

gra])hor,   who    is  never   sufliciently  of    collecting    material,    which   Mr. 

warmed  by  his  subject  to  cut  off  the  Helps  confides  to  us  as  follows  :— 
formal  prefix  —  has  no  such  luck.        **  This  work  has  been  written  in  a 

That  be  had  an  individuality  worth  very  peculiar  manner.     Most  of  the 

recording  is  api)arent  enough  ;  but  persons  who  knew  Mr.  Brassey  well, 

Mr.  Heli)s's  life  is  something  between  who  had  acted  with  him,  or  served 

a  counsel's  defence  of  a  defendant  at  under  him,  have   kindly  consented 

the  bar  and  an  object-lesson.     Per-  to  bo  examined  as  witnessei^  and  to 

haps  it  is  the  latter  form  of  com-  have  their  evidence  taken  down  by 

position  which  we  are  most  reminded  a    shorthand-writer.      Mr.    Thomas 


IJell 


*  TIjo  LiftMuul  Labours  of  tUu  lulc  Mr.  Brassey.    By  Sir  Arthur  IlelpA,  K.GJL 
,•11  and  DaKly,   Luiidon  :    ISTj. 
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Brassey  has  been  the  examiner,  like  the  features  of  an  individuaL 
From  his  general  knowledge  of  his  This  we  will  attempt  to  do  as  best 
father's  affairs,  no  one  could  have  we  can.  Mr.  Helps  expresses  him- 
fulfilled  this  office  so  well ;  and  I  self  very  strongly  as  to  the  inex- 
gratefully  f.ck  lowledge  the  immense  pediency  of  sons  writing  memoirs  of 
assistance  that  I  have  derived  from  their  fathers — "  What  a  son  says," 
the  mode  in  which  he  has  conducted  he  tells  us,  ^^  is  always  a  little  ^  sus- 
these  examinations.^'  pect'  '*  "  Notwithstanding  the  fami- 
It  would  be  presumptuous  were  liarity  of  converse  which  has  grown 
we  to  attempt  to  instruct  a  veteran  up  of  late  years  between  sons  and 
like  Mr.  Helps  as  to  the  best  way  of  fathers,  sons  are  apt  to  be  not  the  less 
acquiring  information  on  such  sub-  proud,  and  perhaps  even  more  fond  of 
jects  ;  but  it  requires  but  a  very  their  fathers  than  ever ;  and  on  that 
small  knowledge  oL  the  mental  account  not  the  less  unfit  to  write 
habits  of  ordinary  men  to  be  aware  their  lives.'*  This  judgment  he  re- 
how  little  advantage  a  formal  second-  peats  on  various  occasions  through- 
hand  investigation  of  this  kind  can  out  the  book,  but,  unfortunately  for 
be  to  a  biographer.  Facts  he  would  his  theory,  the  chapter  contributed 
no  doubt  acquire  by  the  bushel;  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brassey  —  though 
but  character  evades  Jthe  giver  and  unfortunately  reduced  to  something 
the  receiver  of  evidence.  How  often,  like  a  brief  for  counsel  by  the  freak 
after  painfulest  guiding  of  conversa-  of  the  author — is  the  only  real  bio- 
tion— a  much  less  formal  process —  graphical  chapter  in  the  book,  and 
towards  a  special  subject,  is  the  feels  like  an  opening  into  genuine 
biographical  student  ready  to  give  human  life,  after  the  arid  miles  of 
up  in  despair,  when  his  informant,  railway  which  the  unhappy  reader 
prefacing  the  remark  with,  *^This,  has  to  stumble  over  before  he  gets 
however,  is  scarcely  worth  telling,"  to  it.  By  the  help  of  this,  and 
will  suddenly  and  unconsciously  some  scattered  fragments  of  the 
reward  him  with  some  real  indication  qualities  labelled  by  Mr.  Helps,  wo 
of  the  character  he  is  trying  to  can  make  out  something  of  what 
master!  In  nineteen  out  of  twenty  the  great  contractor  must  have 
cases,  however,  the  speaker  is  guile-  been. 

lessly  astonished  —  puzzled,  even  He  was  not  a  better  kind  of  navvy 
amused,  tl*at  this  final  scrap  should  with  genius,  as  many  people  sup- 
be  considered  of  any  importance :  pose,  but  the  descendant  of  an  old 
the  inquirer  sinks  in  his  opinion  Cheshire  family,  not  great,  but 
from  that  moment.  Whether  worthy,  possessing  an  old  manor- 
thcse  subilo  touches  could  be  got  house,  and  all  the  priceless  advan- 
at  in  Mr.  llclps's  way  we  leave  tages  which  belong  to  a  race  perti- 
the  reader  to  decide ;  but  there  are  naciously  clinging  to  some  foothold 
very  few  of  them  to  be  met  with  in  of  hereditary  soil.  He  married  early 
this  volume.  It  is  the  life  of  a  rail-  a  wise  and  high-spirited  woman,  one 
way  contractor  who  might  be  "  Mr."  of  those  who  push  a  husband  on, 
anything  you  please,  as  well  as  Mr.  instead  of  holding  him  back.  Evi- 
Brasscy ;  it  is  no  picture  of  a  re-  dently  from  his  very  outset  in  life 
cognisable  man.  There  are  plenty  he  was  a  man  foredoomed  to  pros- 
of  railways  and  navvies  in  it,  in-  perity,  as  some  men  are — doing  the 
credible  lists  of  work,  and  fabulous  right  thing  at  the  right  time,  born 
heaps  of  money;  but  it  requires  to  that  supreme  luck  which  is  in- 
work  as  steady  as  Mr.  Brassey' s  to  deed  generally  associated  with  the 
engineer  out  of  the  mass  anything  supreme  energy, patience,pertinacity. 
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and  good  temper,  which  are  as  much  licarof  the  masses  of  money  that  went 
the  temperament  of  the  successful  Ihroughhishicky  fingers  is  enough  to 
man  of  business,  as  visionary  way-  make  a  poor  man's  mouth  water, 
wardncss,  thoughtlessness,  and  pas-  and  there  is  something  magnificent 
sion  are  suppo.^ed  to  be  the  temper-  in  the  way  in  which  this  plain  Eng- 
ament  of  |i;enius.  Urassey  bi'gan  lishman  treated  with  stites  and  em- 
life  as  a  svH'veyor  and  maker  of  pires  on  equal  terms,  halving  with 
roads,  but  falling  at  the  very  com-  them,  in  an  ordinary  matter-of-fact 
mencenient  into  tlio  more  lucrative  manner,  the  responsibility  of  mil- 
way  of  railroads,  gradually  pro-  lions — of  money  be  it  understood, 
gressed  from  one  piece  of  work  to  Money,  money,  seems  to  lie  about 
another,  till  he  gained  a  kind  of  the  rails  and  cuttings  along  which 
infallibility  an<l  became  the  great  he  moves  bland,  gracious,  and  gen- 
and  universally  worshipped  Pope  of  tic,  with  the^ianners  of  a  gentleman 
iron  ways.  Two  groat  faculties  of  the  old  school,  and  the  energy 
heljjcd  bim  in  this  jjroj^ress.  He  which  is  suppo.scd  to  be  character- 
was  a  man  who  Ciirofully  supcrin-  istic  of  the  new.  In  short,  it  is  only 
tended  bis  work  on  one  hand,  seeing  the  lack  of  genuine  human  interest 
everything  <lono,  and  done  well;  in  his  occupation  which  holds  him 
and  on  llie  other  hand,  when  per-  back  from  a  very  high  place  among 
^?onal  supervision  became  impossible,  the  sober  social  heroes  of  modern  life. 
he  had  thestrenixth  of  mind  to  com-  AVe  cannot  help  it;  perhaps  U  is  a 
mit  his  w<)rk  entirely  to  other  men,  deficiency  in  our  own  nature — per- 
never  \\  orrying  them  with  interfer-  haps  (an  opinion  we  incline  to;  it  is 
ence.  This  r«)!n))ination  of  absolute  the  fault  of  Mr.  Helps's  book  ;  but, 
thoroughness  in  his  own  labours,  alas  !*wc  cannot  get  over  the  dcaden- 
and  abs«)hit<»  reliance  upon  the  men  ingfactthatitwasonly  railways  upon 
he  had  si'le<'tet!,  gave  him  the  power  wliich  this  bright  intellect,  this  happy 
which  i)revails  in  everything — the  temper,  this  character  full  of  force 
same  power  whicli  makes  a  great  and  wealth,  employed  itself.  The 
generul  or  a  great  statesman,  as  well  world  gives  its  reward  in  good 
as  a  great  contra^-lor.  He  neither  heavy  cash,  an<l  the  countr}'  in  solid 
bullied,  worried,  nor  thwarted  his  if  somewhat  languid  approbation; 
lieutenants  but  gave  them  fair  play,  but  though  we  only  get  glimpses  of 
a  fair  fielil,  arid  his  own  example,  him  through  the  mud  walls  which 
These  lieutenants  he  sent  out  north  Mr.  Helps  has  built  round  his  hero^ 
iind  south,  frir  an<l  near,  at  the  hea<l  we  feel  sure  that  the  man  was  supo- 
of  their  little  armies,  sometimes  rior  to  his  work, 
making  n,  rapid  <'xpedition  himself  Hrassey  seems  to  have  been  one 
to  visit  those  outposts  of  his  force,  of  the  few  men  capable  of  resisting 
at  whieh  he  was  received  as  a  gene-  the  intoxicating  influence  of  the 
ral  ought  to  be,  with  Hags  flying  money  in  which  he  dealt  so  largely, 
and  ranks  trinnned,  and  general  He  was  neither  devoured  with  an- 
rejoieinjf.  He  had  as  nuich  hon-  xiety  when  the  prospect  of  losing  it 
hiniiir  as  a  Napoleon,  and  made  appeared  near,  nor  dazzled  with  the 
his  industrial  reviews  and  man-  certainty  of  winning  it;  but  held  on 
o'uvres  with  a  generous  readiness  to  an  even  and  manly  course,  living  as 
aeknowleil;j:e  everybody's  merit,  and  he  liked  without  show  or  c.Kpcndi- 
hear  everybody's  grievance.  The  turc  beyond  the  moderate  tastes  and 
navvies  brightened  at  the  sight  of  harmonious  comfort  which  he  had 
him,  as  crowds  do  everywhere  on  enjoyed  all  his  life.  He  was  as 
the  a<lvent  of  a  i>opular  king.     To  little  like  the  class  of  meteoric  par- 
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vcnus  who  scintillate  through  the  worst  malady  of  the  modern  man. 
social  heavens,  amusing  and  pander-  A  little  more  of  him,  and  a  iittlo 
ing  to  society,  as  can  be  supposed,  less  of  the  railways,  would  have 
The  only  "  common  "  thing  about  made  a  much  better  book, 
him  seems  to  have  been  a  fresh  and  Nothing  can  be  more  curious  than 
simple  delight  in  the  novelty  and  to  turn  from  the  two  men  whose 
beauty  he  encountered,  which  is  lives  we  have  thus  discussed,  both  of 
apt  to  get  exhausted  in  the  more  them  fresh  and  vigorous  offshoots  of 
cultured  races.  He  did  not  read,  the  homely  life  and  strength  of 
but  took  in  everything  his  eyes  England,  to  the  gentle,  retincd,  over- 
could  inform  him  of,  with  unusual  cultivated,  over-good,  quintessence 
vividness  of  vision,  and  was  fond,  of  hereditary  refinement  and  good- 
his  son  tells  us,  of  hearing  speeches,  ness  which  we  drop  into  all  at  once 
another  most  natural  way  in  which  when  we  open  the  volumes  entitled^ 
the  primitive  unliterary  mind  finds  *  Memorials  of  a  Quiet  Life.**  There 
pleasure  in  cultivating  itself.  He  is,  we  confess,  a  certain  cruelty  in 
watched  the  more  elaborate  educa-  criticising  too  severely  a  work  in- 
tion  of  his  sons  with  the  prover-  spired  by  the  warmest  and  rarest 
bial  wonder,  admiration,  and  anxiety  filial  devotion — the  glorification, 
of  the  hen  with  her  young  duck-  canonisation  —  wo  scarcely  know 
ling-.  So  Mr.  Thomas  Brassey  what  word  strong  enough  to  use 
tells  us,  with  a  touch  of  tender  — of  a  mother  by  her  son.  A  devo- 
fun  which  is  worth  all  Mr.  Helps'  tion  so  intense  and  so  pure  is  rare 
elaborate  classifications.  And  though  enough  to  be  above  any  hard  judg- 
hc  lived  simply,  and  made  no  show  ment  of  the  fashion, in  which  it  re- 
of  expenditure,  he  gave  lavishly  veals  itself ;  but  yet  the  revelation 
with  that  true  charity  which  leaves  of  a  class,  herein  contained,  is  too  sig- 
the  left  hand  ignorant  of  the  gifts  of  nificant  to  be  passed  altogether  with- 
the  right  hand — spending,  it  is  said,  out  notice.  Mrs.  Hare,  the  wife  of 
as  much  as  .£200,000  during  his  life-  Augustus  Ilare,  who,  with  hi& 
time  in  benevolent  purposes — a  brother  Julius,  afterwards  Arch- 
prodigious  svnn,  though  perhaps  not  deacon  Hare,  was  the  author  of  a 
out  of  proportion  to  his  fortune,  book  called,  '  Guesses  at  Truth,' 
He  would  turn  in  the  street  to  look  of  which  everybody  has  heard, 
after  a  handsome  guardsman ;  he  was  unquestionably  a  woman  of 
would  row  round  and  round  a  fine  very  fine  and  lofty  character,  full 
yacht  to  admire  all  her  points,  of  all  the  sweetness  and  charity^ 
Wherever  on  his  business  expedi-  the  good  works  and  gentle  ways, 
tions  there  were  sights  to  be  seen,  which  we  all  love  to  dwell  on 
this  healthful  simple  soul  rushed  to  as  special  characteristics  of  English 
sec  them.  Let  us  forgive  him,  dear  gentlewomen.  She  was  connected 
re:i(ler,  that  he  left  several  millions  throughout  her  life  with  a  most 
(by  the  time  one  gets  the  length  of  refined,  pioiLS,  and  highly-culti- 
millions  does  it  matter  how  many  V)  vated  circle,  including,  beside  her 
He  was  as  brave  and  as  gentle  as  an  husband  and  brother-in-law,  such 
old  knight  of  romance,  full  of  names  as  those  of  Reginald  Hebcr, 
thought  for  others,  manfully  bear-  Frederick  Maurice,  and  many  moro 
ing  his  w^ork  and  anxieties  without  who  are  well  -  known  to  famo. 
brooding   over   them,  which   is   the  She    travelled    much,    read    much. 
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thought  much,  and  was,    in   short,  people    married,    and    offered    your 

one  of  the  ornaments,  as  our  pnnid-  felicitations,   and  made   merry — no, 

fathers  used   to    say,    of   a   soriety  the     expression    is    too    warm — ^ro- 

which  in    itself   was   the   ornament  joiced,  let  us  say,  in  tlieir  joy  ;  then 

and  ^finc  fl^ur  of    EnJrli^>h    literary,  followed    them    to  their   deathbeds, 

philosophic,  and  rclijrious  life.     All  and    condoled    with   the    survivorR, 

such  societies,  no  doubt,  produce  a  and    seen   how  admirably,    without 

pjeat   deal   of  talk  and    coiTCspon-  (once  more  to  spciik  coarsely)  turn- 

dence,    in    which    the    greater   per-  ing  a  hair,  he    or  she  settles  down 

sonages  descend  to  the  level  of  the  to  be  good  and  melancholy,  as  he  or 

lower,  and  the  lower  strain  upwards  she  had  been  good  and  glad, — you 

to  the  level  of  the  higher,  losing  all  will,   we    warn    j'ou,   bo  driven    to 

nature    in  would-be  intellectualism,  such  a  pitch  of  guiby  exasperation, 

spirituality,     and    fine     expression,  tliat    a    novel   of    Ouida's,    or  even 

There  never  was  a  centre  of  virtuosi  a  naughty  French  story,  will    seom 

yet  which  did  not  furnish  floods  of  a     comfort     to    you.     People    who 

this  hig}il3^-superior  twaddle.    French  never  are  foolish    even  when   they 

is  the  only  language  which  disguises  are    yoimg,    who     never     cry     out 

it  eft'ectually,  by  dint  of  that  infal-  when     they     are   hurt,    never     are 

lible  grace   and   lightness  of   touch  driven  out   of   their  course   by  ad- 

wliicli    seems    to    be    its    exclusive  verse   winds,  and    always    are  able 

possession,  and  the  mingling  of  wit  to   see   that   everything   i.s    for    the 

and   anecdote    whi<h    come  natural  best,   are  blessed    people   surely  in 

to  it.     liut  all  the  pumi)0<l-up  sen-  this    world  of   troubles ;     but  then 

timent,   all   the   sham    *•  thoughtful-  tliey  .ire  very  unlike  the  rest  of  uh, 

ness,"    all  (he   dreary   lengths    and  who  cry  out  a   groat  deal,   and  are 

breadths     of      elegant     discpiisition  very     foolish    generally,     not    only 

which  sink   the   soul  of  the   reader  when   we  are    young,   but    all   our 

into  the  very    ilepths,   both   in  Ger-  lives. 

man  and  Knglish — need  they  be  de-  We  were  about  to  add  that  few 
scribed;  Whoever  does  not  know  of  us  are  able  to  console  our.selvcs 
this  terrible  penalty  of  being  too  in  sorrow  by  writing  letters  miles 
clever,  too  wise,  loo  reHned,  and  too  long,  full  of  religious  meditations, 
good  for  the  ordinarv  human  level,  to  our  sympathising  friends.  Kut 
will  tind  it  fully  displayed  in  the  here  we  pause^  feeling  that  we  mid- 
'  Memorials  of  a  Quiet  Life,'  whic^h  t;ike.  Such  books  as  the  one  before 
chiefly  consists  of  the  correspond-  us  j)rovc  elfectually  that  there  are 
ence  of  a  number  of  vcr}'  a(hnirable  a  great  many  people  in  the  world, 
l)ersons,  widl  born,  well  bred,  and,  esi)ecially  women,  to  whom  the 
alas  !  only  too  well  educated ; — who  medium  of  letler-wriling  is  still  of 
read,  and  feel,  and  think  just  as  inunensc  iui])ortance,  and  who  do 
they  oughl^  only  a  little  more  than  manage  to  make  their  lives  sup- 
is  practicable ;  —who  boar  their  hap-  j)ortable  and  relieve  their  mind.s  by 
piness  and  their  losses  just  as  they  much  effusion  of  words,  arranged 
ought ; — who  make  the  best  of  all  into  very  nice  sentences,  and  reading 
their  gifts, — are  clieerful  in  adver-  as  if  it  meant  a  great  deal — smooth, 
sity,  modest  in  prosperity,  and  never  agreeable,  sometimes  even  eloquent 
let  one  harsh  cry  or  ill-temi)ered  Knglish,  whi(;h  really  has  very 
word  come  out  of  them  from  their  little  meaning  to  speak  of;  weak 
beginning  to  their  ending.  All  this  circles  round  a  weak  thought — 
sounds  delightful,  and  is  delightful ;  repetition  over  and  over  of  some 
but,  dear  reader,  by  the  time  you  set  principle  of  consolation — such, 
liave  seen  a  number  of  these  good  for  instance,  as  that  sorrow  in  thiii 
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Jife  is  even   to  be  preferred  to  hap-  shelves.    At  the   time   of   his  death  it 

pincss  for    thcT   spiritual    advantaore  ^^\  reached  the  number  of  more  than 

accruing  from   it.     That  there  is  a  k^  ffirtw '^llJn^^^^^^^       and  it  must 

i.   1     1  •       11  iu-    *u  X      'ii       -xi-  "®    further     remembered     that     these 

great  deal  in  all  this  that  will  neither  volumes   were    of    no   ordinary    kind. 

bear   the    test   of    Scripture   nor   of  Of  all  libraries  whieh  it  has  been  our 

reason,  it  would  be  perhaps  cruel  to  lot  to  traverse,  we  never  saw  any  equal 

attempt     to     prove.      But     nothing  ^'  *^V:"\  '"^  ^^^   combined   excellence  of 

could     be    more      denrcssine-     than  T^''^'^^   ^"^    quality;    none  lu   wliich 

couia     UL     moic      uepressing     man  there   were    so    few    useless,    bo    many 

the  long  account  of  deaths  and  re-  valuable    works.       Its     oriirinal     basis 

cord  of  letters  of  condolence  which  ^as    classical     and     pbiloloti^cal ;     but 

occupy  tiic  latter  part  of  this  book.  ^^  J^H'''  "^'^,^^^,  ^'l®    historical,    philo- 

It  is  one  of  the  penalties  of  long  life  o?^^''^al/Tb/ r^J^^^^^^^^^^ 

-..,',          .                  ,°,.,  grew    au    the    rest.       The    peculiarity 

to    see   friends  dropping  round  like  which     distinguished      the     collection 

leaves  in  autumn,  and  the  monotony  probably   from    any   other    private    or 

and 

alHic 

some 

bles — and  this  is  the  highest  praise  sellers  escaped  his  notice,"  and" with  his 

we  can  give  it — though  in  a  very  far  knowledge  of  the    subjects,  and   of  the 

oif  and  faint   degree,  a  book  which  Probable   elucidation  wiiich  they  would 

i.     1       11  1,1                   1      n  LI      1      J  1   -  receive  from  this  or    tliat  quarter,  thev 

took  all  trance  and  al   England  by  formed  themselves  in  natural   and  ha7- 

storm,    JMrs.    Cravens    'Kecit  dune  monious   groups   anmnd  what    already 

Sa'ur.'      Ft      wants    altogether     the  existed,  so   as  to    give   to   the   library 

delitrhtful   freshness     of     the     idyll  both  the  appearance  and  reality  not  of 

which   bet^nns    that  beautiful   book;  jJ^Tnl^w^'lnT^tlJ^r^^^^^                      T^ 

,...';         .   .            «             ,          J  aw  organic  and    self-multiplyiug  whole, 

but  in  its  piety,  rehnement,  and  And  wliat  perhaps  was  yet  more  re- 
gentle  level  of  fond  domestic  feeling,  markable,  was  tlie  manner  in  which 
it  somewhat  approaches,  though  in-  tlie  centre  of  this  whole  was  himself. 
Hnitelv  weaker  in  every  way,  its  Without  a  catalogue,  without  assistance, 
1.,  ;  •  .  I  "^  -^ '  he  knew  where  every  book  was  to  be 
i^rencfi  oritiinai.  ,  ,  ,,  found,  for  what  it  was  valuable,  what 
Here  is,  however,  a  sketch  of  the  relation  it  l)ore  to  the  rest.  The  li- 
surrunndings  of  the  eloquent,  fcr-  brary  wa-*^  ^'^^  a  magnirtcent  tree  which 
vent,  learned,  and    somewhat  ecccn-  lie   had   himself   planted,  of   which   he 

trie     Vrclwlo'ioon  .Inline    Hare    from  ^^^^^  matured  the  growth,  wlucli   spread 

trie   AU  hdcacon  Juim^    uare    irom  ^^^  branches  far  and  wide  over  his  dwel- 

the   graceful  pen  of   Dean   Stanley,  ii„jr,  and  in  the  shade  of  which  he  do- 

which  will  interest  the  reader: —  lighted,  even  if  he   was  prevented  for 

the  moment  from  gathering  its    fruits 
or  prunin£^  its  luxuriant  foliage. 

"Of  nil    the  peculiarities  of  English  *' In     the    few     spaces     "which    this 

life,  none    juMliaps   is    so  unique    as  an  tiipestry    of    literature  left   unoccupied 

Enirli:-b    i)!ir.-(»iia<re.     But    how   ])eculiar  were    liung    the    noble    pictures    which 

even    aiiu>ng     Eimiihih    pai^sonages    was  he  had   brought  with  him    from   Italy. 
till'    rectory    of     Ilurstmonceaux.      The    To    him    they     were    more    than    mere 

very    lir.-t    glance    at    the    entrance-hall  works    of    art — they    were    companions 

revealed    the    eliaraeter  of    its    ma^^ter.  and  guests;     and   they  were   the  more 

It  wa-^  not  iiH-rely  a  house  with  a  good  remarkable    from    their     contrast    with 

libnirv — the  whole  house  was  a  library,  the    genenil  plainness  and  simplicity  of 

The     vast    Tineleus     whieh    he    (Julius  his  house  and   furniture,   so  unlike  the 

I  lure)    brought     with  him     from    Cam-  usual   accompaniments   of    luxury    and 

bridire  i^rew  year  by  yciir,  till  not  only  grandeur    in   which    we    should   usually 

study    and    drawing  room     and    dining-  seek    and    find    works    of    such    costly 

rooin,    but    jtassagc    and     antechamber  beauty.     In  this   home — now    hard    at 

and  bed  looms,  were    overrun   with    the  work  with    his  myriad  volumes   round 

ever  -  advaneinj:     and     crowded     book-  him  at  his    student's  desk — now    wan- 
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(kirinfr  to    and  fro,  Look    in  hand,  be-  of  books     like     Mr.  Hare's    is  that 

twcen    the    vurioiis    rooni^t.  or   up   and  ;*     T«..i«;rxi;«..      ;»c.««»^^,     ^e      _ 

down  the    h,n-  iranUn  walks  overlook.  ^     m"H  Pl><^.'?      instances     of      men 

Unr  ihc  dirttunl  U\\\  with  iU  j»hiftin^'  "^""      thinking       themselves      out 

ll;;ht.s   and    hluidos — he    went    on,  v«'ur  J^nd  d^'ing  uwaj  in  n  feeble  mono- 

by    year,     extendinf*;    thi^     nni^'e    *and  tony       of      intcllcctualisni,     wasted 

superstnicturc  of  that  xust  knowledj^e  thouphtfulness,    and    over  -  culture, 

of   whieh  the  Holid  hnsls  had  been  hud  n      ^i            i           j       •     n         T^       i 

in  the  ela^bi(rnl  btudie.s  of  his  Iniloved  "*^*''   V,l®  .l'^*^  *""  spindly  plants  of 

univel•^ity;   or  eorrcctin*:,  with  an   elab-  J^"       ill-aimi     conservatory.      It      is 
orate 

b 
whi 

were  liardly 

bring  them   forth  to  the  world  lA  a 
kind  of   sa<TiIc;re.     Tlieir  weakness 

It   is  with  compunction   that  wo  "%'^^^  ^"  "^^kc  tliem  doubly  sacred, 
lay  aside  these  volumes,  so  pure  and 

pious    in     tlieir    gentle    monotony,         Tt  is   a   strange  memento   to  our- 
foeling  dii;posed  almost  to  beg  par-  selves  of  the  passage  of  time  to  re- 
don     for     our     disapproval.      Many  collect  the  days  when  a  new  poem 
good  people  no  doubt  will  like  them  ^>y   ^'i'-   Tennyson  made   our  Jieart 
—many  excellent  j>ersons  will  emu-  ^>^'»t  and  our  ears  tingle.*     Is  time 
late  them   in   public!  and   private  to  »l<>'»o  and  ourselves   to   blame  that 
the  edification  of  some  tran(|uil  souls,  i^  <b)os  so  no  longer?  that  wc  hear 
but  to  the   much  weariness  of   the  «f  Oareth  and  Lynette  with  a  calm 
general   rcatler.     There  is   much   in  »ot  iinmingled  with  discontent,  and 
the     work     of     family    biographers  icud  it  with  still  greater  comijosure. 
which  we  must  all  sympathise  with,  iind   something  between  a  grumble 
It  is  a  fascinating  occupation  to  l)e  and   a   sigh?      Partly,   perhaps,  the 
able  to  show  to  the  world   how,  by  fjuilt  is  ours,  but  partly  to  that  of 
the  conjunction  of  so  many  respect-  the  singer,  who  has  drawn  out  the 
able  Johns   and  gentle   Marys,    we  lingering  sweetness  of  his  notes  so 
ourselves     have     come     to    Ijc   the  h>ng    that    the   cadence    begins    to 
thorough    gentle-folks     we    are — to  ring  drearily  upon  our  cars,  and  to 
be  cormected  with  all  the  best  people  sound  like  a  faint  echo  of  something 
in   the  country,  an<l   b'elong  to  the  we  have  heard  before,  ratlier  than  a 
most  genuinely  good  society  :  what  vigorous   utteran<?e   of   the   present 
ambition  can   be  less  reprehensible?  ^V  e  desire  to  throw  no  scorn  upon 
The    only     drawback     is   that    the  the   fables   of     the    I'able     Round. 
■Johns  and  Marys,  if  not  remarkable  Such   as  they  are,  they  have  taken 
in   themselves,   do  not   interest  the  profound  possession   of  at  least  all 
reacler  as  they   do   the  writer,  and  the   (V'ltic     peoples,   though,    oddly 
insolent  critics  are  apt   to  hold  up  enough,  it   is   the  most   English   of 
their  hands   in   wonder  and  ask  if  ))oets  who   has  given  to  tlieni  their 
this  is  all  the   product  of   so  many  most  elevated  and   noble  form.     The 
distinguished   and  well-bred  genera-  myth     of    King    Arthur    and     his 
tions.     '^  A   family  after  lon^  ages,'^  chivalry  is  as   noble   a  one  as  the 
says  Mr.   IIel])s,  **  like   some  slowly  imagination     ever     conceived ;    and 
developing   plant,    produces  its  best  Mr.  Tennyson  has  treated  many  por- 
flower      and      then     dies     oilV*     It  tions   of   it   in   a   noble   way.     Few 
'thinks    itself  out.'^     The    danger  poems  have  ever  been   taken   more 

*(iaroth  and  I-yn«'tie,  <S:v.     Bv  Alfred  Tennvson,  D.CM-.,  i*oet- Laureate.     StFahan 
&  Co.,  50  Ludgate  Hill,  London^   187*J. 
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into  the  heart  of  a  generation  than  Anthora  who  are  above  their  powers, 

tlie  first  Idylls  of  the  King.  .They  We  are  afraid  to  dissoit  from  the 

were  not  without  faults  indeed.'  The  nnfyersal  publie  praise— or  we  are 

story  of   Enid  might 'be  monoton-  afraid  to  appear  less  gifted  and  able 

ous  and  aimless,  the  story  of  Viyien  to  appreciate  the  new  great  w<h^)c 

'*  improper/'  as  many  people  thought^  than  our  fellows— kmt,  lastiy,  we  arA 

and  certainly  disagreeable  ;   but  the  afraid  of  reprisals,  which  one  of  the 

milk-white  visionary  maiden,  Elaine,  body-guard  of  the  poet   might   be 

and  the  great  impassioned  woman,  prompt  to  make.    But  however  it 

Guinevere,  were  pictures  to  last  for  in,  this  is  certain,  that  few  of  us 

ever ;  and  so  was  that  sad  and  won-  have  boldness  to  say,  what   most 

derf ul  figure  of  Lancelot,  the  most  people  are    thinking,  to    the   most 

perfect  creation  of  modem  poetry,  popular    of    poets — ^that   one  little 

and  all  Mr.  Tennyson's  own  ;  for  the  word,  enough !     Though  we  breathe 

Lancelot  of  the  ancient  story  has  it    in    our  neighbour's  ear  without 

little  in  common  with  that  truest  hesitation,  we    are  afraid    to   pro- 

and  falsest  of  knighta  and  lovers —  nounce  it  boldly  in  the  hearing  of 

that    wonderful    impersonation     of  the  world. 

honour  and  dishonour,  most  path-        Tet  it  is  the   only  word  whicb 

etic  of  heroes.    .Most  readers  must  expresses  our  sentiment    Enou^ 

have  felt  a  certain  pang  of  disap-  oh    beloved    poet  I       Yon    cannot 

pointment  mingle  with  their  eager  make  another  Lancelot  for  us.    Do 

anticipation  when  a  second  volume  not,  we  beseech  you,  wear  out  onr 

of  idylls  was  announced  to  us ;  but  fond  recollection,  and  discourage  oiir 

when,  after  the  *^  Holy  Grail, '^  there  loyal   attention,   by  more    GareUw, 

comes  yet  another  last  appearance,  or  even  more  Tristrams.      After  the 

the    pain    quite  predominates    over  leader,    the    ocmimon    knights   pall 

the  pleasure,   even  in  anticipation,  upon    us.      Let  us    have.no  mbro 

We  will  not  say  we  are  tired  of  Ar-  Last    Tournaments   or  last  worda 

thur,  but  we  are  certainly  a  little  The  harp  has  other  strings,  and  ioo 

offended — a  little  grieved,  and  half  world  other  stories  full  of-  po^f^ 

ashamed  of  this  oft  return  to  the  meaning.      Create  us  something  new 

exhausted  tale.     Mr.  Tennyson  has  out  of  Time  and  Nature — somethh^ 

a  right,  as  the  first  of  reigning  poets,  fresh  out  of  the  unknown  t . 
to  have  his  way,  and  take  his  own       Of  the  two  poems  published  in 

course ;  but,  loyal  as  we  are  to  him,  this    little   volume    one   had    been 

his  way  troubles  us,  and  disturbs  already  printed    to    the   public  In. 

not  our  allegiance,  but  our  satisfac-  the   pages    of   the    *'  Contemporary 

tion  in  it     Is  this  indeed  the  very  Review ; '  the  other  is  new-^if  the 

last?  or  may  there  yet  come  again  strain    can    be   called    new  whkdi 

another  and  another  to  disturb  our  rings     with     such     a    too-famittar 

mind  and  our  latest  editions  ?    We  cadence— for,  as  is  nataral,  the  leee 

hope  not      Mr.  Tennyson  is  still  too  the   warm    spring    of    spontaneous 

rich  in  vigour  and  power  to  confine  impulse,    the    more    appears     the 

himself  by  anything  but  a  caprice  to  bond    of   manner,   a   masked    and 

this  well-worn  field;  and  we  trust  gilded    fetter    sometimes    too    pro- 

ho  will  listen  to  the  whisper  of  re-  minent    even     in    the    earlier   aad 

monstranee,  hardly  loud  enough  to  nobler  Idylls.      The  story  of  Garetii 

make  itself   publicly  heard,  which  is  not,  to  use  its  own   imagery^  ^ 

is  rising  faintly  all  over  England,  savoury  one.    Nor  can  we  see  now 

Critics  are  often    bold,  and  some-  the  character  of  the  young  prinoe 

times  bitter ;  but  there  is  a  curious  could  at  all    be  improved    by  fali 

servility  mixed  with  their  daring  to  service  as  ^^  kitchen  Knave,**  or  by 
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that  "smell  of  kitchen-grease," 
wliich  is  so  often  and  so  promi- 
nently brought  before  us — not  by 
any  means  a  pleasant  suggestion, 
even  in  the  way  of  abuse.  The 
hero,  who  is  son  of  Queen  IJellicent, 
and  no  less,  consequently,  than 
nephew  of  Arthur,  is  allowed  by  his 
fond  and  foolish  mother  to  go  to 
Arthur's  court  only  under  condi- 
tion of  serving  there  for  a  year  in 
the  kitchen  without  disclosing  his 
name  or  claiming  the  knighthood 
for  win'ch  he  longs — a  condition 
which  appears  to  be  impossible,  but 
which  of  course  he  immediately 
acceptf^.  The  legend,  we  must  pre- 
Hnn\e,  is  iiitcn«led  (if  we  could  put 
all  the  old  arrangements  out  of  our 
mind,  an<l  fancy  ourselves  reading 
the  Idylls  for  the  iirst  time,  which, 
with  all  deference  to  Mr.  Tennyson, 
is  impossible)  to  come  first  of  all 
the  stories  of  the  Table  Kt)und, 
after  the  introductory  tide  entitlcfl 
the  '*  Coming  of  Arthur;"  and  we 
are  requested  to  suppose  that  the 
mind  <»f  the  country  is  still  distur])ed 
and  uncertain  about  the  reality, 
not  only  of  his  mission,  but  of  him- 
Hclf,  an<l  that  a  certain  air  of  miracle 
and  visionary  strangeness  hangs 
about  stately  Camelot  and  its  in- 
habitants. At  the  same  time,  the 
Round  Talde  is  in  all  its  pristine 
purity  and  fidelity,  an  idcjul  brotlier- 
hood.  One  of  the  gleams  of  real 
poetry  in  this  tale  is  the  approach 
of  the  hero  and  his  attendants  to  the 
mystic  city,  which  is  i\\\\  of  beauty. 
How  dewy  and  fresh  is  the  breath 
of  morning  in  the  song  as  they  set 
out : — 


"  Tlic  tliHT  wrn*  cl.-ul  lik«'  tillor.-  of  \\\o  «<iil; 
Srjiilhwnnl   tlu-y  Kt  n.i'ir   r:u'»-H.     'I'ln*  binU 

ni.'ulc 
Mclnilv  «)ii  !>nmi'li  nml   nulody  in  iiiid-nir. 
The  iluiip  hill  hlojM'H  \vrr<«  ([uickciii'd  into 

And    ilii>      live    ^rccii    h:id     kiiull*'d     iiilo 

For  it  wji:*  |).•^^1  th«'  lliii'^  of  Ka«'l<  r  day. 
Ho  wIm'Ii    ilu-lr    t-.-.'t  w.tc   pluiitt-d    on  the 
pluiii 


That   brondenrd   towanlH   the  base  of  €&• 

'  -•■     molot, 

Far  off  they  wiw  the  Mlvor-mlflty  mom 
Kollin^  her  timokc  about  thu  J{«ival  Mount 
That  rortc  botwefn  the  foro«t  aim  \\\i'.  fifld. 
At    timoH    the    Huinniit    of   the    hi^h   city 

Unshod: 
At  tinirs  thu    FpiroH  and   tum^ti*  half-way 

down 
Prick'd    thron^h     tho    mist;  at   timcrt   the 

Croat  {:?itof«  nhono 
Only  ihiit  (i|)cnod  on  t lie  Hold  holow: 
Anon  tho  whole  fair  city  had  di^apjioan-d. 

Then    thoso    who   went  with    Oareth  w<tc 

Unc     <'ryin;r,      'Lot     lis     j;o     iio    fnrthiT ; 

L<ml. 
Ilori*  is  a  city  of  i-nchantors  built 
l»y    fairy     beings.*       Thu     j«i-'oontl    cchiird 

hiin— 
'Lord,  wo  have  heard  fn)ni  our  wise  men 

at  homo 
To   northward    that    this    kini;    U  not    tho 

kin::, 
nnt  only  chanL'<»lini;  out  of  Fairj-land, 
Who  «ln)vo  tho  hrathon  lioniM*    by  sorriTy 
And    MiTlin's    ^'laniour/      Tht'U   'xXw-    lirnt 

ai:ain— 
'  Lord.  ihrn»  is  no  such  city  anywhen-. 
Hut  all  a  vision.'" 


(Jarelh,  however,  in  the  confidence 
of  youth,  goes  on,  and  unmediately 
meets  a  satirical  old  man,  whose  ex- 
planation comes  in  like  an  incon- 
gruous modern  note  iik  tho  visionary 
place.  The  **  j)laying  t)n  him,'*  and 
iroiucal  confusion  of  false  and  true, 
with  all  its  double  meanings,  might 
indeed  have  found  ])lace  in  another 
fashion  in  su<th  a  legend  ;  but  it  is  a 
great  deal  too  like  that  nineteenth 
century  art  which  is  Cttlled  "chalF- 
ing,''  not  to  be  somewhat  startlin;^ 
at  the  gates  of  Oamelol.  The 
strangers  have  >>cen  scared  by  a  stid- 
den  peal  of  music,  which  makeii 
them  spring  l)ack  from  Iho  gate 
in  alarm ;  and  concerning  which 
(lareth  (piestions  the  old  man,  who 
turns  up  certaiidy  in  the  very  nick 
of  time  : — 


•'Thou  that  old  Soit  mail.:  anriwcr.  playing 

(Ml  him 
And   sayinir.   'Son.    1    have    Mon    a    giiod 

shii)  sail 
Kool  upward    and   ma^t  downward   In   tho 

luraviMis. 
And  solid  tnrn-t-*  topsv-turvry  in  air  ; 
And  horo  l-t  tru!h  ;  but,  an'   it  pioHi!c  thoe 

not, 
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Take  thoa  the  tmth  as  thon  hast  told  it 

me. 
For  truly,  as  thon  eayest,  a  Fairy  King 
And   Fniiy    Queens   have .  built    the    city, 

Son  ; 
They    came  from  out  a  sacred    mountain' 

clelt 
Towards    the   sunrise,  each  with  harp  in 

hand. 
And  built  it  co  the  music  of  their  harps. 
And  as  thou  saycst,  it  is  cncliantcd.  Son, 
For  there  ia  notliin^  in  it,  as  it  seems, 
Saving  tlio  I-^inj; ;  though  some  there  he  that 

hold 
The  King  a  shadow,  and  the  city  real ; 
Yet   talce   thou  heed  of  bim,  for  so  thou 

pass 
Beneath    this    archway,  so    wilt  thou  be> 

come 
A    thrall    to    his     enchantments,    for    the 

King 
Will  bind  thee  by  such  vows  as  is  a  shame 
A  man  sbould  not   be  bound  by,  yet   the 

which 
No  man   can  keep;   but   so  thou  dread  to 

swear. 
Pass  not  beneath  this  gateway,  but  abide 
Without  amo-'g  the  cattle  of  the  field, 
For  an  ye  hoard  a  music,  like  enow 
They   are  building  still,  seeing  the  city  is 

built 
To  music,  therefore,  never  built  at  all, 
And  tlicrcforc,  built  forever.'  " 


Here  too  is  a  charming  little   bit 
of    description     worthy    of    earlier 

days : — 


"  Ever  and  anon  a  knight  would  paPS 
Outward  or  inward  to  the  hall ;  his  arms 
Claslicd;    and    the    sound    was     good    to 

Ciarcth'y  ear ; 
And    out    of   tower    and    casement    shyly 

gleamed 
Eyes  of  pure   women,  wholesome  stars  of 

lovo, 
And  all  about  ahcalthHil  people  moved 
As  in  the  presence  of  a  gracious  king. 

'"  Then  it. to  hall  Gareth  ascending,  heard 
A  voice— the  voice  of  Arthur— and  beheld 
Far  overheads  in  that  long-vaulted  hall 
The  splcMidour  of  the  presence  of  the  King 
Throni'd   and  delivering  doom— and  looked 

no  Hiore 
But  felt  his  young  heart  hammering  in  his 

ears 
And    thought,   '  For  this  half-shadow  of  a 

lie 
The   truthful    King   will    doom   mo   ere  I 

speak." 
Vet  pressing  on,  tho'  all  in  fear,  to  find 
Sir  (tawain  or  Sir  Mordred,  saw  nor  one 
Nor  other,  but  in  all  the  listening  eyes 
or  those  tall  knights   that  ranged    about 

the  throne, 


Clear  honour  shining  like  the  dewy  star 

Of  dawn,  and  faith  In  this  great  King,  with 

Jure 
ection,  and  the  light  of  victory 
And  glory,  gained,  and  evermore  to  gain/* 

Perhaps  we  have  had  too  much  of 
this  early  devotion  and  obedience ; 
but  still  the  picture  is  finely  touched. 
Our  patiende  fails,  however,  when 
Gareth,  after  some  discussion  be- 
tween the  shrill  Sir  Kay  and  Lance- 
lot, whose  proverbial  courtesy  has 
grown  a  little  tedious,  begins  his 
penance,  and — 

"  All  for  glory  underwent 
The  sooty  yoke  of  kitchen  vassalage.** 

In  this  position,  however,  he 
behaves  himself,  we  need  not  say 
with  the  greatest  propriety ;  dis- 
couraging all  improper  talk,  and 
doing  his  duty  like  a  gentleman. 
He  has  just  been  loosed  from  his 
foolish  ordeal,  and  has  secretly  in- 
formed the  king  of  his  name  and 
quality,  and  gained  from  him  a 
promise  of  the  next  "  quest,"  when 
the  heroine  of  the  story,  Lynette, 
an  extremely  impertinent  and  mo- 
dern young  woman,  comes  on  tho 
scene.  Her  description  has  an  un- 
intentional touch  of  the  comic  in  it, 
which  it  seems  almost  unkind  to 
particularise,  as  it  must  strike  every- 
body. The  character  of  Lynotte  is 
no  doubt  founded  upon  Sir  Thomas 
Mallovy's  Demoiselle  Mal-disant,  and 
therefore  is  not  without  warrant  in 
Arthurian  legend;  but  nothing  will 
persuade  us  that  such  a  forward  and 
somewhat  fast  young  person  was 
born  in  any  but  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. She  has  a  beautiful  complex- 
ion, made  up  of  May-blossom  and 
apple-blossom,  with  hawk  eyes,  and 
an  impertinent  little  retrousse  nose 
^'Tip-tilted  like  the  petal  of  a 
flower;"  and  she  is  naturally  ex- 
asperated when,  having  come  to 
seek  Lancelot  for  a  "  quest "  of  un- 
paralleled difSculty  and  danger,  she 
has  the  *' kitchen  knave'*  allotted 
to  her  instead.     How  she  holds  her 
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*' tip-tilted"  noso  when  he  ap- 
])roachcs  her ;  how  she  reproaclics 
him  with  "  smelhng  of  kitchen 
please,"  most  unpleasant  of  accusa- 
tions ;  how  she  keeps  well  in  ad- 
vance to  avoid  this  inconvenience 
of  his  company  (which,  if  there  was 
any  truth  in  it,  was  judicious  enoup^h, 
though  impertinent) ;  and  how  he 
jjjood-Immouredly  puts  up  with  it 
all, — we  need  not  describe.  An 
imaginative  and  able  writ«ir,  in  our 
clever  contemporary  the  *  Spectator,* 
has  made  a  great  deal  of  the  alle- 
gory of  the  three  knights,  the  Morn- 
ing Star,  the  Sun,  and  the  Evening 
Star,  whom  (lareth  encounters  and 
overcomes  in  succession,  before  he 
comes  to  the  last  grand  passage  of 
arms  with  the  mysterious  personage 
Night  or  Death,  who  holds  the 
(^astle  Perilous  in  terror,  and  insists 
on  wedding  its  imprisoned  lady. 
The  ingenious  critic  makes  a  pro- 
found jiarable  of  life  out  of  these  suc- 
cc.*4sive  conflicts,  and  considers  the 
sudden  immaskinfu  of  the  last  horror 
to  be  a  representation,  for  the  good 
of  Arthur  and  his  knii^hts,  as  well  as 
for  ours,  of  the  false  terror  of  our 
idea  of  death,  and  of  the  way  in 
which  its  gloom  disappears  when 
boMly  faced.  Jlero  is  Mr.  Tenny- 
son's account  of  his  hero's  crowning 
victory.  Wc  do  not  feel  able  our- 
selves to  appreciate  the  subtle  force 
of  the  allegory;  nor  do  Vv'e  feel  an}'- 
thing  more  than  the  curious  and 
unexpected  shock  of  an  an ti -climax 
when,  after  very  elaborate  heapings 
up  of  the  awe  and  mystery,  tlie 
skull-crowned  helmet,  the  ominous 
silence,  of  the  vast  dark  form — 

'*  Ill^rh    on  a  ni^ht-blick   horse,    in   nisht- 

lilark  arnw, 
With   white  bronst-bono   and    ])jirrcn    ribs 

of  dcjith,'* 

which  advances  iu  tlie  half-Iiglit,  we 
find  the  following  issue  of  the  ad- 
venture : — 

"  Those  tlint  (Hi  not  blink  tbo  terror  paw. 
That  Death  waj  cast  to  ground  and  slowly 


But  with  one  stroke  Sir  Gareth  split  the 

skull, 
Ilair  foil  to  rif!ht,  and  half  to  left,  and  lay : 
Then  -with  n  stronger   bulfct  he  clove  tbo 

helm 
As   thoroughly  aa  the  skull ;  and  out  from 

this 
Issued  the  hrijrht  face  of  a  bloominj;  boy. 
Fresh  as  a  (lower   new-born,    and   crying, 

'  Knight, 
Slay  mo  nut:   my  three  brethren  bade  me 

doit 
I'o  make  a  horror  all  about  the  hon«e. 
And  stay  the  world  from  Lady  Lyonois : 
Thry   nevor  dreamed  tho  passes  would  bo 

past.' 
Answered  Sir  ( iarcth  graciously  to  one 
Not  many  a  moon   hit*   younger,    *  Aly  fhir 

child, 
\Vhat    madness    made    thee   chullcngo    the 

cliief  knitjht 
Of   Arthur's   hall?'    »Falr   sir,    they  bade 

me  do  it : 
1'hry    hale    the    king,    and    Lancelot,    tho 

kinjj\<  friend. 
They   Iiopcd   to   slay  him    somewhere    on 

the  stream ; 
They  never  dreamed  the  passes  woald  be 

past.'  " 


We  confess  that,  for  our  own 
part,  this  transaction  conftiscs  nil 
our  ideas,  both  moral  and  aesthetic. 
The  dark  and  brooding  horror  of 
<l(.:itli  may,  and  we  hope  will,  turn 
into  ^'omethin•l;  better  and  brij^htcr 
than  we  can  fancy,  but  not  into 
anj'thinp:,  surely,  that  can  be  repre- 
sented by  the  piping  voice  of  "a 
})looming  boy,"  confessing  to  % 
foolish  minnmery.  The  symlml,  if 
it  is  intended  for  a  symbol,  is  weak 
and  ineilective  in  the  extreme ;  and 
instead  of  coming  upon  us  with  any 
solemn  splendotir  of  revelation,  ex- 
panding new  truth,  or  even  a  worthy 
new  incident  out  of  the  reading  of 
the  oM,  strikes  the  reader  merely 
with  a  half-contemptuous  disap- 
])ointment  and  sense  that  he  has 
been  taken  in.  We  do  not  catch 
our  breath  with  the  sudden  excite- 
ment of  the  new  revelation ;  wo 
onlv  r><k,  ^'  Is  (hat  all  ?  "  and  sfara 
at  the  bewildering  page  with  a 
puzzled  consciousness  of  the  anti- 
climax. The  parable  is  too  artiHcial 
an<l  overstrained  to  suggest  itself  lo 
a  simple  mind  at  all ;  and   wo   ac- 
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cept,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  critic,  party  thus  trayellinff  Gurries  with  i^ 

the  fact  that  it  is  a  parable,  merely  too,  a  romance — a  delightful  young 

because    otherwise  it  is  absolutely  lady  with  a  guitar  (the  only  tiling 

destitute  of  any  meaning  whatsoever,  we    object    to,  for   what    has    the 

The  Last  Tournament  seems- to  us  twangling  of  that  outlandish  in- 
to sliow  a  broader  handling,  and  strument  to  do  with  such  a  strain 
more  of  the  ancient  force,  but  of  it  as  ^^  Beyond  yon  hills  where 
the  reader  has  already  made  his  Lugar  flows"?)  and  an  equally  do- 
judgment.  That  both  are  full  of  lightful  young  lover,  who  is  charao- 
fragments  of  beautiful  poetry  is  im-  tmstically,  but  not  fatiguingly,  €Ker- 
plied  in  the  mere  name  of  the  poet  man.  How  this  romance  flowa  on 
But  he  has  scarcely  done  wisely  in  along  the  pleasant  road,  through  all ' 
dealing  with  ttie  world  as  the  wise  the  summer  sights  and  sounds,  with 
master  of  the  feast  recommended,  comments  upon  everything  that 
The  policy  of  giving  us  the  worst  comes  across  the  travella*s  P&th, 
when  we  have  well  drunken  does  and  all  manner  of  amusing  discus- 
not  hold  in  literature,  where  it  is  sions  and  disquisitions,  the  reader 
better  for  every  kind  of  singer  to  must  find  out  in  the  book  itself. 
hold  if  he  can  by  an  ascending,  not  There  is  even  room  for  complications, 
descending  scale.  for  an  unhappy  rival,  and  a  conside- 
rable  amount  of   that  uncertainty 

We  were  so  unfortunate  last  year  which  is  so  dear  to  the  novelist 
as  to  call  forth  an  angry  protest  and  everything  comes  to  a  delight- 
from  the  author  of  *  A  Daughter  of  ful  conclusion — ^a  conclusion  shnned 
Hetb,^  against  certain  words  we  in  such  a  picture  of  our  beautiful 
employed  in  commending  his  book.  Edinburgh  as  would  suflSce,  if  there 
We  wonder  will  that  gentieman  was  notning  else,  to  excite  the  pa- 
be  angry  now  if  we  venture  to  say  triotic  Scot  into  approval  But  no  ' 
that  a  work  just  published,  and  such  bribe  is  necessary.  The  book 
entitled  ^  The  Strange  Adventures  is  a  really  novel  one,  which  is  of  all 
of  a  Phaeton/*  is  a  charming  book,  recommendation  perhaps  the  greatest 
full  of  beautiful  scenery,  and  just  in  this  hhi^e  age.  We  should  not 
such  a  bright  and  pleasant  thread  wonder  if  it  set  other  travellers  in 
of  story  as  beguiles  the  reader  on  ?  motion  to  re-discover  England  and 
Never  mind.  Fortunately  we  work  Scotiand  —  countries  which  have 
not  for  individuals,  but  the  public,  dropped  out  of  the  knowledge  of 
and  this  novel,  though  it  is  scarcely  tourists — and,  at  all  events,  there 
a  novel,  is  of  a  kind  completely  could  be  no  better  way  of  listening 
adapted  to  Mr.  Black's  genius — a  up  these  November  days  than. 
most  happy  inspiration.  The  jour-  by  mounting;  in  imagination,  into 
ney  made  by  the  Phaeton  is  from  Mr.  Black's  phaeton,  watching  the 
London  to  Edinburgh,  through  many  pleasant  loves  of  Bell  and  her 
villages  and  towns  which  have  fallen  uhlan,  and  seeing  fair  valleys  and 
out  of  knov.l'V'c  of  travellers;  soft  hills  and  many  a  brilliant  and 
and  from  the  silvery  reaches  of  the  tranquil  summer  dcy  glide  by  us  in 
Thames  to  the  moors  and  brums  of  our  progress.  We  can  recommend 
the  Border,  there  occur  landscapes  no  more  agreeable  pastime  to  the 
enough  to  niakc  a  picture-gallery  winter  reader  who  finds  November 
well  worth  having  to  refresh  one's  dreary,  and  the  afternoon  of  the  year 
mind    with  in    stormy    days.    The  lingering  and  slow. 


^  The  Strange  Adventures  of  a  Phaeton.    By  William  Black.    3  vola.    MacmUIan 

&  Co.,  London  :  1872. 
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THE    STRIKE    AND  THE    LOCK-OUT. 

Tnis  is  to  be  an  essay  after  the  men  who,  as  an  entire  class,  look 

obsolete  much-abused  fashion.     Ac-  far  into  the  future,  even  on   their 

cordinp;  to  that  fashion,  it  is  to  be  own   account.     These  are  the    sys- 

divided   into  parts;  but  they   shall  teniatic    accumulators    of   money — 

be    restricted   to   three  in   number,  those     smitten     with    the    passion 

The  first  shall  relate  to  the  way  in  which,  as  Byron  says,  never  cloys  ; 

which  certain  persons  ought  to  act ;  for  wilh  them  the  future  in  all  its 

the  second  to  the  way  in  which  they  glories  is  represented   in   the  duly 

will  act,  whether  they  ought  or  not ;  present — the    ceaseless    addition   to 

and  the  third  to  the  way  in  which  the    gathering    store.      Of    course 

they    should  be    compelled   to  act,  there  are   exceptions    in    far-seeing 

•whether  they  will  or  not.  and  far-planning  men,  but  with  the 

Such  an  arrangement  seems  ne-  general  rim  of  us  the  eye  is  for  the 

cessary,    because    we     have    econ-  present^  even  in  our  own  concemsL 

omic  philosophers   in  our  day  who  And  as  to  those  of  mankind  in  the 

think   they    have    done  all   tliat  is  future  —  true,    we    are    just    now 

necessary  for  ])utting  an  end  to  evil  saving  our  coals  ;  but  of  all  that  the 

practices  when  they  prove  these  to  thrifty  housewives  of  our  land  shall 

be  on  the  whole  unprofitable  to  the  rescue    from  devouring  flames  and 

community  at  large,  however  much  thriftless    cooks,    how    many    hun- 

they  may  increase  the  gains  or  in-  dreds  weight  will   be  preserved  in 

dulge   the    passions   of    those    who  answer    to     the    eloquent      nppeal 

perpetrate     them.     Surely    it    has  recently   made   to  us,    to  save   our 

i)een     proved    to    saturation  —  who  successors   of  four   hundred    years 

for    a    moment    doubts    it?  —  that  hence  from  being  frozen  to  death ? 

strikes,   restrictions  on   the   periods  IJut  to  come  back  to  the  original 

of    labour,    and  all  checks    on    the  point :  it  is   a  fact    only   too    well 

efforts   of  the    individual    working-  known    that    to    a    largo    class    of 

man    to    increase    his     productive  workmen   who  have    become    fam- 

I'ower,  cause  a  dead  loss  of  value  to  iliar    with    the    machinery    of    the 

(he    world  at  large.     Dut    what  is  union  and  the    strike,  a    belief    in 

that  empty  theory  to  the  practical  that  machinery  is  a  sort  of  religioo. 

consideration  of  the  man  who  is  to  But  it  is  also    true,    though    it    ia 

gel    for    the    current    week    thirty  less  obvious,  and   has  had  too  little 

shillings    instead    of    the    five-and-  account,  that  there  are  other  classes 

twenty   he    would  get  in   an    open  of  men  who  work,  so  little  liable  to 

market  ?    Nay,    what  is   it  to  him  the   same   influences,  that  they  may 

if  you  strive  to  convince  him   that  perhaps  be  astonished  to   find   the 

in   a  month   or  two   the  evil  he  is  question  of  their  liability  to  them  put 

doing  will  come  to  his  own  door  ?  even  by  w.iy  of  supposition,  and  for 

He  doesn't  believe  you  ;  rather,  he  the  purpose  of  analogy.     These  are 

doesn't  realise  your  idea.     The  pre-  the  classes  whose  work  lies  in  art| 

sent  is  all  to  him — the  present  real-  science,  and  general  literature.    We 

iscd  in  beef,  beer,  and  tobacco.    And  are  apt  to  classify   the  one   set  as 

in  truth  he  here  exemplifies,  only  in  hand-workiTS,     and    the   other    as 

a  coarser  or  narrower  sense,  an  im-  brain-workers ;    but    the    boundary 

pulse  that  more  or  less  pervades  all  between   them  is  far  from  distinct 

mankind.     There  is  but  one  set  of  Many  of  the  intellectual  workmen 
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take  aid,  and  in  some  instances  reward  of  praise  or  emolument  as  it 
precious  aid,  from  the  hand.  On  may  secure  for  him — here  is  mutiny, 
the  other  part,  all  the  hand-work-  to  be  immediately  punished  by  the 
men  are  not,  we  hope,  destitute  of  proper  authority.  The  artist  is  fol- 
brains,  or  entirely  exempt  from  the  lowed  and  hustled  in  the  streets ; 
nee  »'ssity  of  using  them.  Some  his  wife  and  children  are  insulted ; 
pcoi)le,  indeed,  have  gone  too  near  rattaning  begins ;  his  studio  win- 
to  such  a  supposition,  not  without  dows  are  broken  ;  his  brushes  are 
encourajrcment  from  the  clas3  on  thrown  in  the  gutter ;  his  great 
whom  they  have  cast  the  imputa-  work  is  cut  to  pieces.  If  all  this 
tion,  as  we  shall  presently  see.  will  not  check  him  in  his  rebellious 

Let   us    take   art   first,  since  the    career,   stronger    measures    are    in 
hand   has   a   large  share   in  its  tri-    store.* 

umphs.  Suppose  there  is  a  combi-  In  contemplating  the  application  of 
nation  that  shall  prohibit  a  Reynolds  the  same  system  to  literature,  wo 
or  a  W ilk ie  from  realising  any  larger  have  come  alarmingly  close  to  our 
income  than  the  veriest  dauber  that  own  door.  When  our  public  has 
consents  to  call  himself  artist  for  received  with  delight,  and  laid  down 
the  sake  of  the  money  and  privileges  with  expectation  of  future  enjoy- 
to  be  obtained  by  an  equal  partici-  ment,  the  first  chapter  of  a  novel 
pation  in  the  rewards  of  art,  good  from  some  gifted  pen,  we  receive 
and  bad — for  an  equal  participation  notice  that  the  author  is  an  "  unfaif 
it  is  if  a  certain  limited  number  are  man,"  or  a  "knob-stick,"  or  "a 
to  take  up  a  special  vocation,  and  dung,"  that  we  must  abandon  his 
none  is  to  make  more  or  less  by  it  genius,  otherwise  our  "fair,"  or 
than  the  others.  Suppose,  further,  "honourable,"  or  "lawful"  contri- 
that  in  any  school  or  society  of  butors  will  be  "drawn  out."  This 
artists — say  of  painters — it  is  less  of  course  presupposes  an  attempt  to 
tlie  work  of  the  members  to  paint  keep  terms  with  the  dictators — an 
pictures  than  to  organise  restraints  attempt  such  as  emploj'crs  in  the 
on  painting,  and  to  go  forth  at  the  sphere  they  now  command  are  ever 
order  of  their  superiors  to  give  force  trying,  and  ever  at  the  cost  of  sa- 
to  these  restraints.  Suppose  that,  orifice  after  sacrifice,  until  the  reac- 
in  defiance  of  the  combination  among  tion  comes.  The  Union  would  of 
the  blockheads,  some  man  of  genius,  course  supply  the  editor,  as  well  as 
who  will  not  submit  to  be  ruled  by  the  contributors.  It  would  supply 
them,  paints  a  great  picture,  and  also  all  who  are  authorised,  either  oa 
lays    it   before   the   world  for  such    their  own    account   or  in   bargains 


*  We  Tiiay  lind  in  the  areljivos  of  existing  trade«-unionlsm  a  precedent  for  tlic  first 
rourti'ous  h^tcps  in  dealini;  witli  a  rebel  in  the  matter  of  paintinp:  in  the  followiDg 
rnnnifcsto  : — ''Messrs.  Wortliington  and  Challouer  :  Sirs, — It  having  been  brought 
before  the  iiiecrm^  on  Monday  ni^it  that  your  book-keeper  had  been  doin^  some 
wiilinir  or  painting,  you  are  rt-qni'sted  not  to  let  him,  he  not  being  a  painter.  By 
doin;;  so  you  will  oblige  yours  respectfully — The  Committee  Blackpool  Operative 
House  Painters'  Association."  Certified  under  their  common  seal.  The  diynus  vindice 
fioi/iis  is  thus  deseribcd:  *'  Among  tlieir  clerks,  or  perhaps  their  only  clerk,  is  a  man 
who  was  hrouiriit  up  as  a  i)ainter,  or  writer,  as  it  is  called — that  is,  a  painter  who  docs 
tlie  letterinir  that  is  required  on  signs,  and  so  on;  but  of  course,  during  the  time  that 
lie  was  actinji:  as  elerk,  he  had  not  any  oeeasion  to  exercise  the  calling  to  whicli  he  had 
been  bntuirht  up.  lie  was  a  non-union  nmn,  and  one  day  when  he  wanted  to  measure 
up  some  work  he  found  tliat  the  rods  with  which  he  usually  measured  were  worn  out, 
and  consecpiently  he  took  a  little  paint,  and  painted  the  figures  of  the  feet  and  inches 
upon  Uiis  rod."— Jrtwfc«  Union  Cwnmi^on^  Q.  2988. 
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with    piil)li.shcrs,     to    supply     the  thing  that  would  bring  value,  though 

world  with  new  poetry,  philosophy,  not   for    themselves.      The    dunces 

science,    and    history.      The    p;n'at  would  reap  the  profit :  therefore  the 

traveller   in   Africii    or   the    Rocky  dunces  would  approve  of  the  wh  'Ic 

Mountains  would  require  to  (pialify  arranj^cinent,  and  carry  it  into  effect 

by  membership  before  he  c  )uld  tell  by   rattaning,  throwing  vitriol,  and 

to  the  worltl  his  adventures  and  dis-  other  like  forms  of  process,  if  they 

coveries;    and  if   these  pave  him  a  had  their  way.* 
claim   to  some  better   reward   from        If  any  one  should  hold  that  such 

the  world  than  it  would  choose  to  a   comparison   is   derogatory  to  the 

confer   on    the   intellectual    descen-  dijrnity  of  the  mighty  masters  of  in- 

dants  of  tlie  old  Cirub  Street  crew,  tellect,  are  there  not  others  who  find 

who  dwell  at  ho:ne  at  ease,  yet  that  all  the  dignity   on  the  other  side  ? 

reward  must  not  be  accepted.     "  A  How  often   have  we  been  rcquircdi 

fair   (lay's   wn;^cs  for   a  fair    day's  as   the   Persians  would  say,  to  lift 

work,"    all     r(>;uid     the    circle,    of  the  hat  of  reverence  from  the  head 

science  and  literature  as  of  mechani-  of  humilitv,  and  bow  down   before 

cal  labour.     In  the  re;;ion  of  divinity,  not    merely    the    dignity,    but    the 

by  the  way,  there  would  be  a  new  grandeur,  the   majesty,  the   sublim- 

conflict   between    the   spiritual   and  ity    of    labour !       We    have    heard 

the  temporal  powers,  leading  to  such  all  tliis  said,  but  where  is  it  to  be 

entanglements   as   it   would   fatigue  found  V     Let  us  see.     It  is  not  cx- 

the  mind  as  3'et  to  anticipate.     Well,  actly  in   the  position  and  duties  of 

then,    the    question    is — would   the  the  workman  as  a  separate  and  indi- 

world  at  large  take  benefit  by  such  vidual    eritity.      The   shoemaker  at 

an  arrangement  y     And  yet  it  could  his  stall,  though  he  may  serve  the 

be  shown,  as  in  other  instances,  tliat  purpose  of  a  Tcniers  or  Ostadc,  is 

there  are  peoiile  who  would  benelit  not    specifically     dignified,    nor    is 

by  it     The  thirst  for  fame — the  de-  the  tailor,  enthroned  on  his  bench, 

sire  to  rear  some  noble  monument  of  however   nearly   he    may    resemble 

intellectual  power — the  very  love  of  a    Chinese    bonze.     IJut  it    is   not 

intellectual    e::erfion     for    its    own  intended   that   we   should    find   the 

sake,  wouM  jirompt  men  to  do  some-  sublimity   in     the     individual  ;     we 

thing  for  literature  and  art — some-  must  look   for  it   in  the  aggregate. 

*Siiii'i'  this  I^->iiy  w.u  1m;:;iiii,  an  incident  sliow-;  si  pr.icticMl  step  in  tlu*  direction 
hnuirinc:!  in  thf  text.  A  bmly  of  <•f)nllKl^ilo^s!i•lvin,lr  iinninmccd  a  ritriko,  liave  i^iven 
ordiTs  to  till"  pM'liTs  to  follow  tlu-ni  out— on  tlit*  principle,  perhaps,  on  wliieli  the 
fo<ilni:in  and  11i'i)nlli'r  luivc  to  rc.niovc  alonir  with  their  m;tstc.r.  The  readers  arc 
assistant  c.lilors.  U  is  their  dnty  to  sec  tliat  the  printinir  is  corre^it  according  to  tlic 
**copy"  furni>h('d.  They  are  nn^i  of  education,  irener.illy  ;^ood  lini^nists,  and, 
whether  or  md  it  i-  t!»"ir  (liity,  it  is  tlieir  practici'  to  correct  the  hlunders  of  author^. 
Many  an  eniin"nt  man  lias  (scaped  critleal  c.i^tiiratlon  throuijh  tlioir  friendly  services. 
F«u-t'nn.»ti-ly  for  ilie,  ni-rves  of  autlior-*  It  is  seldom  their  fate  tx)  behold  their  divine 
work  in  type  lu'fon;  it  ha-»  passed  throui:li  the.  revision  of  "  tl jo  render."  Indeed 
tin;  simple  irihe  of-  anthois  know  not  how  feeldi*  they  an- — how  dependent  on  the 
usMslan<'e  and  mercy  of  th(He.  whose  dealini^  with  their  work  appears  to  be  purely 
mechanical.  If  they  knew  what  they  sometimes  owe  to  the<?(»nipositor'ft  marvelloiM 
u^ifN  <if  deei]>h(;rin'^  vi-iihlc  sii^ns  worse  than  hieroijlyphicr*,  they  would  tlie  more 
rci^ri't  the  restraint ^  on  hin  free,  ai^ency.  It  should  l)e  noted  too  that  the  eoniportltor 
])i>v-i--t'-i  a  icrriiii;-  pow  t  wnie'.i  lie  i-  I'lo  maLcnaiiinious  lo  um*  save  on  nirc  occ-dsloniN 
By  such  a  nurechmi^eof  one  r-mall  letter  as  may  at  (Irstpass  unobservetl,  he  may  fttab 
and  annihilate  the  nn>.^t  ambitions  climiv.  As  for  in-'t.mee  in  that  grand  buV.-tt  of 
ftlo(jneiii".'  that  was  to  end  in  provinir  **<lrnnkenncss  to  be  folly,"  but,  bv  the  cliani^ 
of  a  l-ii  'i*  only  imnonneed,  what  i-vervbo  Iv  knew  bi-foro,  that  drunkonncM 
"jolly."' 
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And  when   we  do  look  for  it  there,  Teutonic  blood  of  the  old  Norsemen 
and   take  with   us  the  theories  and  in  their  veins ;  and  like  all  efforts 
inductions  of  those  who  speak  about  to  put  chains  on  nature  it  reaches 
it,  shall  we  not  find  that  the  whole  just  the  stage  it  has  reached — that 
sublimity  consists  in  the  existence  of    depressing    and    demoralising  a 
of  a  dead-level  mass  of  inqrt  human-  small    portion    of    the    community, 
ity,  stolidly  impeding    all   improve-  and  disturbing  and  troubling  all  the 
ment  from  the  intellectual   prowess  rest  of  it       There  is,  to  our  humble 
of    the    inventor,    and    as    stolidly  notion,  an   element  both  of  dignity 
resisting  any  effort  by  the  millions  and  happiness   that  is   barbarously 
within  it  to  reach   up  to  any  higher  and  cruelly  displaced  by  the  whole 
level,  such  as  the  gifts  of  God  im-  of  this  combination  and  strike  work, 
parted  to  their   nature   might  in  a  It  lies  in  the  interest  taken  by  the 
state  of  freedom  have  enabled  them  workman  in  the  work  of  his  hands. 
to   reach?     It    reminds    us    of    De  Among    those    who   live   by    other 
Quincey's  sense  of  a  mysterious  gran-  work,  or  do  not  require  to  work  for 
deur  in  the  Oriental  castes.       There  bread  —  whoever    has    taken    some 
they  were — the  same  men  doing  the  mechanical   pursuit  for   his  recrea- 
same  things  for  countless  ages,  until  tion — ^.nd  there  are,  we  hope,  many 
we  go  back  into  the  absolute  dark-  such — has  found  a  curious   inexpli- 
ness   of  time.       The   Egyptian,  the  cable  pleasure   in   the   gradual   pro- 
Assyrian,  the  Alexandrian  Empires,  gress   of  the   object  of   his    handi- 
had   all   passed    over.       There   had  work  out  of  mere  chaos  into  some 
come  the  conquests  and  the  fall  of  form    of    ornament    or    usefulness. 
Komo,  the  Popedom  and  the  Refor-  Perhaps  of  all  the  fountains  of  en- 
ination,  the  feudal  organisations  and  joyment  open  to  the  human  being, 
tlie     democratic      convulsions     that  the  fullest  and  the  strongest  is  that 
shook  them  to  pieces.       Through  all  of  work  or  labour  when  it  is  done 
these  mighty  shiftings  and  revolu-  with   heart  and   interest.     But   for 
tioiis  of  the  succeeding  centuries  the  its  full  enjoyment,  as  well  as  for  the 
castes  remained  calm  in  their  social  ample   results    which  a  wise  Provi- 
level,    unbroken    and   unrulHed  by  dence  has  destined  that  enjoyment 
each    successive   tempest.       To  the  to  further,  there  must  be  freedom — 
man  of  njystic  and  sublime  dreams  freedom  for  the  workman  to  act  in 
it  was  a  relief  from  the  busy  world  the  employment  of  such  faculties  as 
of  energy  and  competition  at  work  nature  has  endowed  him  with. 
around   him  to  contemplate  afar  ofi*  There    are    many    influences    at 
under  the  hot  eastern  sun  the  vast  work  in  the  present  day,  besides  the 
areas    of  population    that   had   thus  perversity  of  the  workers  themselves, 
I)reserved   in   living  models  a  social  tending   to  restrain    the    individual 
system     mysteriously    founded,    no  genius    of    the    hand-worker.     One 
one  could  tell  how  many  thousand  feels  this  in  passing  from  our  ma- 
years  ago.  chincry  and  trades-union  world  and 
\i    we    are   to   look  for  a   really  wandering    through    the   streets   of 
sublime  conclusion  to  the  practical  Old  Nuremberg.     It  is  essentially  a 
ellbrts  of  the  selfish  men  who  com-  creation   of   the   mechanics   of   old, 
bine    to   limit   the   efforts    of    their  when   it   was    said,     "  Nuremberg's 
fellow-workmen,  and  to  the  projects  hand  is  in  every  land."     But  it  is  a 
of  the  philosophers  who  cheer  them  creation  in  which  the  artist  also  par- 
on,  this  would  bo  the  type  of  their  takes ;  and  one  cannot  help  taking 
sublimity,  could  they  reach  it.     But  it  as  a  lesson  from  that  great  assem- 
it  is  impossible  among  men  with  the  blage    of    ingenious    and    graceful 
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works  of  the  band,  tliat  you  cannot  Wo  nay  all  this  without  a  thought 
draw    llie    a))sohit<)    line    between  of    undervaluing  the  scattering    of 
what  the  mind  has  done  and  wliat  gractlul  forms  wide  among  the  peo- 
tbo  hand.     Look  at  the  fijijure  of  the  pie   by   the  agency    of    machinery. 
illustrious   mechanic,   Adam    Kraft.  In  this,  and  in  the  more  important 
There  he  is,  bending  down  hard  at  sphere   of  supplying    the   comforts 
work,  his   hammer  in   his  hand — a  and  necessaries  of  life,  the  services 
thorou;j;h  workman,  and  the  worthy  of  the  inventors   of  machinery   can 
rival    of    another   workman   of   the  only   be  looked  at  in  the  spirit   of 
same     town,      yM'oert      Di'irer.     In  laudation  and  thankfulness ;  but  we 
the    multitudinous   little    world    of  might    have  the  other    also.     And 
stone  and  wood  curving  and  deco-  now     the    reference    to   machinery 
rated    metd-work  strewed    around,  brings   us  back  to  our  original  ob- 
how   many   a  lieart  has  arrived  at  jcct,  by  reminding  us  that  Unionism 
soiuethinjr  like  the  achievements  of  with  its  coercions  and  intimidations 
the  gi'eat  masters,  how  many  a  one  has  done  one  good  ser\'ice  at  least : 
has  worked  out  i Is  own  original  ideas,  it   has   stimulated  the  invention  of 
—  not   so  ambitious,    perhaps,    but  machiner}'.     It    is     said    that    the 
still  its  own,  and  pleasant  to  realise  !  friends  of  the  Unions  are  no  friends 
And  how  full  and  hearty  has  been  to  machinery.     It  may  be  so  or  may 
the  enj'>ymenl  of  these  liundreds  of  not ;  it  matters  not.     Tlic   days   are 
workmen  as  (yich  looked  at  the  work  past  when  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt, 
of  his  hands,  and  saw  that  it  was  even  with  men  of  cultivated  minds, 
good  y     To  our  eyes  there  is  more  whether  every  new  machine  was  not 
dignity  in  this  than  in  the  irritating  a  su))stantial   injury  to  the  human 
<liploma(\v  an<l  warfare  that  adjusts  rare  ))y    dej)riving  so  many  human 
the  tiiilors'  log  or  the  colliers'  darg,  beings  of  the  means  of  living.     "Wo 
or  eviu  tlirni   tluTe  is  in   picketing  now  know  that  machinery  not  only 
and  ralteuinir.  increases  the  comforts  of  the   poor 
In  th(?se  ti.iys  but  a  small  portion  by     cheapening     conunoiiities,     but 
of  the  derointions  that  gladden  our  that  it  also  increases  the  fund  spent 
abodes  come  fresh  from  the  hands  of  on   ])roduciive  labour.     But  to   the 
the  skillr'l  or  artistic  me<'hanic.    The  ])oiut.     Nothing  has  given  a  stronger 
pure  artist  invents,  and  the  fruit  of  stimulus  to  inventions  for  dispcns- 
his  intellect  is  rcali-ed  by  printing  ing  with   hand-labour  than   the  un- 
or  casting,     'i'hcie  are  some  who  feel  reasonable   demands    and    tyrannic 
that  art  niulti])licd  by  macliinery  is  conduct  of  those  who  happened  to 
no  rnoro  a  sul>stitute  for  the  inllu-  Iw  the  monopolists  of  some  depart^ 
en«'e  aii«l  enjoy  men  I  of  the  artist's  mcnt  of  hand  workmanship, 
own   v.''.)!-!:,    than   a    I)utch     garden        Pef)ple   who  took  an   interest   in 
with   its   cliojii'd   hedges  and   pyra-  social    matters   some    cjuarter  of   a 
mids  of  .'-•■■iiarc  1  holly  is  for  the  free  century  ago  will  remember  the  ter- 
forest.     N')    d'lMbt,    meritorious   ef-  riblc  wail    of   the   handlooni   weav- 
forts   have   ))ev'n    recently   made   to  ers.    There  they  were,  not  far  from  a 
give  havjuoiiy  and  synunetry  to  the  million   in  numl)er,  working  seventy 
forms  of  (toiinnon  things,  especially  hours  a-week  to  earn  seven  shillings 
in   earthenware,   yet   these  (?ome  to  — sometimes  only  live.     A  commis- 
us   in   I  lie  produce  of  the  machine,  sion  of   incjuiry,    creating   great  in- 
Carved  woolwork  and  pattern  paint-  terest  in  its  da}',   reported  on   their 
ing  are  rar«'ly  seen  in  new  houses —  condition,  its  cause,  and  its  possible 
ca>t  mouldings  and  paper-hangings  remedies.     Though   uttered   in  that 
shosv  so  nuich  more  for  the  money,  proverbial     embwlimcnt    of     pomp 
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and  dreariness — a  "blue  book*' —  cloth.  The  powerloom  came,  and 
tlie  report  of  the  handloom  weavers'  no  human  philosophy  or  influence 
commission  told  the  world  tales  could  enable  the  hand  of  man  to 
more  touching  than  the  Tnost  gifted  compete  with  it.  The  handloom 
of  popular  novelists  have  ever  told,  weaver,  if  he  could  turn  to  nothing 
In  the  squalid  abodes  of  these  else — and  seldom  had  he  the  heart 
pauper  labourers  they  saw  occasion-  or  the  capacity  to  do  so — was  doomed 
ally  relics  of  a  better  day  tenacious-  to  irretrievable  ruin.  Charity  might 
ly  preserved  through  years  of  misery,  give  him  bread — industry  never. 
And  the  poor  creatures  had  indeed  There  is  still  another  lesson  from 
seen  a  better  day — a  day  only  too  this  branch  of  manufacture.  In  the 
good  to  last.  How  it  brightened  year  1838  five  cotton-spinners  were 
and  was  extinguished  is  a  simple  put  on  trial  for  murder.  A  poor 
story.  In  the  production  of  the  man — a  "knob-stick,"  as  he  was 
textile  fabrics  the  triumphs  of  ma-  technically  called  in  the  phraseology 
chinery  began  with  the  spinning  of  the  Union — had  been  tempted  by 
part,  under  the  command  of  Ark-  the  needs  of  a  starving  family  to 
Wright,  Ilargrave,  and  Crompton.  work  in  defiance  of  a  proclamation 
Cheap  yarn  poured  into  the  market,  of  strike.  One  Saturday  night, 
but  to  be  available  in  cheapening  when  he  was  on  the  streets  with  his 
cloth  it  had  to  be  woven,  and  ma-  wife,  laying  in  the  provisions  for 
chinery  had  not  yet  invaded  this  the  week  out  of  his  wages,  he  was 
realm  of  in(lustr3^  There  was,  as  it  shot  dead.  That  the  murder  was 
were,  a  p;ulf  with  no  bridge  acrosa  committed  by  order  of  the  Union,  no 
it,  and  the  handloom  weavers  had  human  creature  doubted.  The  actual 
the  privilege  of  taking  the  abound-  deed,  however,  could  not  be  brought 
ing  commodity  across.  Of  ncces-  home  to  one  of  the  accused,  and  the 
sity  they  were  highly  paid.  Many  Crown  had  to  be  content  with  a  con- 
of  them  lived  like  small  gentlefolks,  viction  against  them  of  combination 
and  indeed  it  were  desirable  that  for  the  purposes  of  threatening  and 
there  were  more  ambition  than  there  assaulting  men  lawfully  attempting 
is  among  the  working  people  of  the  to  earn  a  living,  and  they  were  sen- 
present  (hiy  so  to  live,  and  to  have  fenced  to  transportation.  The  mo- 
the  means  of  so  living  on  a  surer  nopoly  for  which  the  community  of 
foundation — that  of  productive  skill  cotton -spinners  in  Glasgow  dipped 
— for  it  is  to  be  noted  that  when  their  hands  in  blood  was  that  of 
the  worker  makes  his  money  by  moving  "  the  wheels"  or  the  "  mule- 
skill  and  energy,  and  not  by  an  jenny."  The  spindles  were  placed 
accidental  or  forced  monopoly  in  in  this,  and  were  moved  outwards 
some  easy  work,  accomplished  with-  to  increase  the  fineness  of  the  thread, 
out  tliou<:ht  or  effort,  like  that  of  and  again  inwards  to  let  it  wind  on 
weaving,  he  is  more  capable  of  the  spindles.  An  operation  so  sim- 
adapting  himself  to  revolutions  in  pie,  and  so  desperately  protected  as 
the  labour  market — more  capable  of  a  monopoly,  called  aloud  for  the  in- 
turning  his  hands  to  some  new  tervention  of  machinery.  It  came 
method  of  working.  As  to  the  to  the  rescue  in  the  shape  of  the 
handloom  weavers,  poor  souls !  self-acting  mule,  and  with  this  a 
Watt's  great  invention  of  the  steam-  boy  or  a  girl  can  accomplish  what  it 
engine  was  waiting  to  grasp  their  took  the  work  or  at  least  the  time 
easy  tiade  wlienever  the  inventor's  of  three  or  four  men  to  do.  Thus 
ingenuity  should  make  an  iron  came  to  an  end  the  tyranny  of  the 
weaver  to  convert   the    thread  into  terrible  cotton-spinner. 
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In  one  industry  after  another,  ma-    operation,  but  the  puddlcr  and   the 
cliiuery  is  knockiiij;  at  the  door  of    shingler  used  to  make  their  £1  a- 
the  self-constituted   monopolist.     It    day  when  they  chose  to  work  fori! 
has  rc:u!hcd  down  even  to  the  depths    No  doubt  it  was  hard  and  damaging 
and  ditiicultios  of  the   coal-hewer\s    work,  but  it  suited  a  reckless  class 
dinjry  labours,  though  it  has  not  yet    of  men,  whose  rule  of  existence  was 
been  established  as  a  systematic  ar-    **a  short  life  and  a  merry,"  and  who 
rani^enient  of  the  mine.     It  is  certain    had  abundant  idle  time  and  plenty 
soon  to  take  possession  of  the  art  of    of    money    for    dissipation.       The 
squaring  and  hewing  building-stone.    puddler\s  duly  is  that  of  raking  up 
It  has  hivaded  the  dominion  of  the    the   purified  iron  from   the    lowest 
iron-puddler,  and  threatens  to  super-    depths  of  the  furnace,  twisting  the 
.(^cde  him.     His  title  has  not  a  dig-    molten  matter  round  and  round  on 
nified    sound,   but  he   is  a    mighty    his  rake  until  it  becomes  a  great  hot 
Vulcan,  and  has  exercised  in  his  day    ball  called   a  **  >)loom  ;"  and  this  is 
a  terrible  power.     The  manufacture    conveyed  to  the  shingler  to  be  passed 
of  iron  has  many  stages,  and  those    through    the  rolling    mills.     When 
who  can  conunaud  any  one  of  these    you  saw  a  small  group  of  these  men 
are    masters  of   the   situation.     We    at  their  infernal-looking  work,   you 
remember   the    rather     startled    in-    saw  also   those  who  had  it  in  their 
teresl  of  a  polite  group  on  one  of  their    power    by    a    strike    to    extinguish 
number    reading — with    a    slightly    some  half-dozen  furnace**,  each  with 
miscliievous     intonation  —  a    news-    its  hundred  families   dependent   on 
paper   announcement    to   the    eflect    it  for  bread.     By    '*  TJrown's  bloom 
that    **  during     the  week   pigs    had    scjueezers,"  and  other  machines,  the 
become  lively    and    several    of    the    amount  of  human  work  ncces.sary  to 
dampeii  furnaces  had  been  blasted."    this  process  has  been  much  reduced, 
Xow  the  damping  or  putting  out  of    and  it  is  now  said   that  tlie    whole 
one  iron  furnace,  and  its  blasting  or    operation  is  to  pass  from  the  hands 
restoration  to  activity,  is  a  matter  of    of  the  special  adepts  to  those  of  the 
the  supporting  of  four  or  live  bun-    working     engineer,    whose  hand   is 
dred  people,  when   we  make  allow-    alike  at  home   where  the    ultimate 
ance  for  the  families  of  the  workers,    object  is  to  i)addle  a   ship,  drive  a 
Taking  the  iron  manufacture  from  its    carriage,   or   work  a  mill.     1  lis  class 
l)eginning,   in  the  extraction   of  the    too  may  combine,  aufl  often  do  so^ 
iron  itself  from  the  earth,  and  of  the    but   they   have   not   the   formidable 
coal  that  is  to  roast  and  smelt  il,  down    j)ower  of  those  who   can   command 
to  its  <lelivery  in  conijileted  rails  or    the    passage   of  a    gi'eat    manufac- 
bars,  gives,  or  lately  gave,   employ-    ture  from    one  necessjiry    stage   to 
ment  to  about  a  hundred  men  for  the    another. 

•pianlity  passing  through  one  fur-  A  stimulus  to  invention  is  one  of 
nace.  The  ore  being  lirst  roasted  several  forms  of  reaction  by  which 
in  a  smouldering  lire  to  extract  the  trades-unionists  have  defeated  their 
gases,  is  never  permitted  to  cool  own  objects.  Another  is  by  driving 
until  it  becoint'S  a  lini-;hed  (torn-  ("apital  and  trade  out  of  a  district  or 
modity.  From  the  roasting  kiln  it  country-as  witness  the  great  ship- 
passes  into  the  furnace,  and  is  thence  building  business  established  at 
put  into  the  hands  of  the '^puddler,"  lilackwall,  and  ruined  becau.se  the 
who  transfers  it  to  the ''shingler."  workers  demanded  nine  shillings  a- 
We  do  not  know  how  it  may  bo  day,  and  the  tnide  couM  not  af- 
exactly  at  this  moment,  for  machin-  ford  them  that,  so  that  they  were 
ery    is   working   its     way   into    the    cast  adrift  to  lead  a  half  mendicant 
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life,  and  brood  in  veritable  sack-  ed  to  eighteen  months'  confinement 
cloth  and  ashes  over  their  folly,  in  bridewell.  When  liberated  from 
The  time  for  a  successful  blow — ^for  prison,  he  found  the  print-fields  in 
hitting  the  bloated  capitalist  **be-  which  he  had  been  earning  from 
tween  wind  and  water,"  as  sailors  thirty  to  thirty-five  shillings  a-week 
say — is  when  he  is  in  the  crisis  of  deserted,  and  the  buildings  shut  up 
completing  a  great  contract,  and  or  in  ruins.  By  faithfully  foUow- 
thc  continuing  or  the  stopping  of  ing  up  the  directions  of  *  The  Liber- 
his  work  is  the  question  of  going  on  ator '  [the  name  of  a  Glasgow  news- 
to  fortune  or  into  the  *  Gazette.*  paper  of  the  period],  and  timing  the 
Hut  the  judiciously  timed  strike  strike  at  the  moment  when  heavy 
sometimes  brings  down  all  together,  bills  were  running  against  their 
(Mnployers  and  employed.  The  late  employers,  the  workmen  had  suc- 
Sir  Archibald  Alison,  who,  as  the  ceeded  in  rendering  them  bankrupt, 
chief  magistrate  of  Lanarkshire,  saw  and  destroying  the  great  and  thriv- 
a  great  deal  of  the  working  of  strikes  ing  manufactory  which  they  had  set 
and  of  their  results,  gives  some  on  foot.  The  consequence  was  that 
instances  of  this  kind,  in  an  article  this  ringleader  found  himself  with- 
oa  "Trades  Unions  and  Strikes."  *  out  employment  ;  his  furniture  and 
In  an  extensive  print-field  in  Glas-  effects  were  sold  off  by  his  land- 
gow,  a  strike  had  been  so  well  lord  for  rent,  and  he  is  at  this 
timed  as  to  be  eminently  successful  moment,  when  burdened  with  a 
— it  made  the  company  bankrupt,  wife  and  eight  children,  breaking 
sending  two  thousand  "hands"  stones  upon  the  public  road  for 
adrift  at  the  will  of  a  few  whose  eight  shillings  a-week." 
functions  were  necessary  to  keep  the  Time  rolls  over  and  hides  such 
rest  at  work  (and  who  consequently  stories  in  thousands  or  in  millions 
felt  and  exercised  their  power).  Sir  when  they  occur  among  ordinary 
Archibald  [jcoes  on  to  say  of  the  great  people,  even  in  that  majestic  body 
body  of  sulforers  thus:  "They  im-  reverently  referred  to  by  public 
mediately  made  the  most  piteous  orators  as  "the  working-classes." 
jomplaints  to  the  magistrates  of  the  It  is  seldom,  except  when  it  touches 
county,  who,  however,  had  no  public  princes  or  high  patricians,  that  the- 
funds  out  of  which  to  afford  them  misery  of  fighting  for  the  sordid  de- 
an v  relief  ;  and  the  helpless  multi-  mands  of  existence —fighting  against 
tudo  were  in  a  great  part  thrown  hunger  and  cold — is  recorded  in  the 
upon  the  parish  funds,  or  reduced  rolling  periods  of  the  historian.  But 
to  the  utmost  despair  by  the  con-  no  one  who  has  read  the  newspapers 
s(>(jucnce  of  their  own  acts;  while  during  an  ordinary  lifetime  can  doubt 
tlio  ])rint-rields  in  their  quarter  were  that  the  victims  of  "  the  strike,"  and 
totally  dcstro}'ed,  and  that  thriving  its  reactionary  effect,  "  the  lock-out," 
l)ranch  of  trade  altogether  extin-  would  hold  a  large  share  in  the  total 
;:;iii>lied.  Some  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  calamities  and  miseries  of  man- 
••onvicted  of  rioting,  and  breaking  kind.  The  wife  and  the  children 
into  the  mills,  in  order  to  intimidate  — it  is  upon  them  that  penury  and 
tlic  new  hands  during  this  strike,  starvation  do  their  worst,  and  theirs 
wore  apprehended  and  brought  to  are  especially  "  the  short  and  humr 
trial  ill  the  winter  assizes  at  Glas-  ble  annals  of  the  poor." 
govv  in  January  1835.  The  princi-  Let  us  note  a  few  of  the  minor 
pal  })lc'aded  guilty,  and  was  sentenc.  evils  caused  by  meddling  with  freo 
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trade  in  labour,  and  then  we  have  pjovernment  within    a    government, 

done  with  tliis  part  of  our  essay —  The  workman  receives  orders  from 

the  i)art  that  refers  to  what  work-  a  chief  who  is  not  known  to  him, 

men   shouM   do,   but    won't.     That  and  has  to  pay  sums  of  money  for 

people  arc  not  free  to  use  the  scr-  the  salaries  of  officers  whoso  names 

vices  of  the  g;ood  workman  in  pref-  and  duties  are  concealed  from  him. 

trencc  to  those  of  the  bad  is  a  di-  "When    the    trial    of    the   Cilasgow 

rect    loss    to   the    connnunity,  and  cotton-sj)inncrs  dragged  forth  many 

if  the  employer  may  not  select  the  of  the  secrets  of  the  organisation,  it 

most  skilful   and   suita))le   ^^hand/'  was  found  that  in  eight  months  a 

the  loss  fjills  on   the   public,  some-  siuu   in   round   numbers  of  twelve 

times  spoken  of  as  "the  consumer."  thousand   jmunds  had   been   spent. 

In  many  trades  the  employer  may  Part  was  in  subsidising  the  press, 

not    select   the  most  promising   to  part  in   thinning  the  ranks  of  the 

his  purpose    of   the    men  available,  trade  ])y  paying  £10  to  each  man 

and    he    nuist  take  those  who  are  who    would    emigrate,    and    under 

put    forward    in    rotation   by  their  general     expenses,    so    much     was 

masters,  the  union  connnittee.     The  i)aid  for  acts  of  violence.     It  is   a 

stupid,  who  arc  the  majority  almost  further    loss    that    much     time    is 

everywhere,  and  will  be  the  success-  drawn   from    the    exercise    of    the 

ful  parties   where   majorities   settle  workman's   tnide   to  meetings    and 

the  (luestions  that  each  man  should  communings.     JJefore  the  passing  of 

settle   for   himself — the   stupid,    we  the  last  Jieform  Act,  it  might  have 

say,  will  alNva3's  be  the  gainers  by  been  said  that  in  these  assemblages 

this  or^jjanisation.      As  Sir  Archibald  the  workman  gratified  the  impulse 

remarks  :    -  natural  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  free 

country  to  transact  collectively  some 
"If  till-  Icirnstcrs  could  introduce  portion  of  the  public  business. 
Huch  u  s.v-t»iii,  ami  cniniu-I  a  t^uilur,  They  were  excluded  from  the  Par- 
who  l.ad  IK-M  lucky  inuniixu  to  secure.  Hanientarv  francln'sc,  and  therefore 
the  Atli)nn-v-(icncral  or  Mr  \\illiain  ,i  ",1  i-  i.  j 
Koll.tt  for  "a  ca-c,  to  juit  up  with  ^'*^'>'  tTeated  parliaments  and  con- 
thc  lir.-t  \\li(»  hlood  for  cuiployincnt,  stituencies  of  their  own.  That 
tlioii.uU  only  just  called  to  tlu;  bar,  apolopry  for  the  waster  of  time 
for  {hv.  next,  it  is  (iuit<;  cvid.-ni  that,  exists  no  longer.  The  workman 
whatever  the  Kcrjcaut..^  (»r  thos.^  at  the  ..jtUp-  h-w  thi»  fr-iurhiKo  or  hv 
licad  of  ih-  i.rofcs>i<ui  iniirht  huv,  IhoM-  V-i-  ,  'r.mui  sc,  or  Dy 
lu  the  ini.ldle  or  ut  the  Ixdlom*  would  dili.La'Uce  and  respectability  of  con- 
be  very  irn ai  «:aiuji-s.  Ntiihini;  can  duct  he  may  obtain  it.  If  we  then 
W  clearer  in  thi-  than  tliat  it  always  presiune  that  ho  takes  the  average 
will  b;-  i!-  inten-st  of  every  numerical  interest  taken  by  other  citizens  of 
niiijnntv  Ml  '  very  ^klllcd  trade  to  com-  ,1  ..•',.  ^  . 
l.,l  xh'vU-  cmidovcrs  to  take  them  in  ^''^*  ymmx  Ml  parliamentary  or  m 
rolaiiini,  beeauM'.  the  inferior  workmen  municipal  politics,  he  wlio  least 
an*  at  all  times  mnrv  nunu'rous  than  of  all  can  spare  time  for  such 
the  b..-t  .la^^  :  ami  it  will  always  be  ^^.^j.j.  j^.^^  his  trade's  politics  in 
found  a  most  imimssiblc  to  ;rel  tho  „,i  in:  .1  i*  1  •  ji  *• 
m-ajoritv  to  al,andl.n  a  ^vMen^  which  ^'^'}^^'^^'  demanding  his  ftttention.  ^ 
^nves  to  numerous  mediocrity  the  re-  J'erhaps  the  reader  will  think  it  IS 
wanls  which  ou^ht  to  belong  to  nirc  all  too  clear  to  require  so  much  de- 
ii»)ility."— 1\  :)VX  i'ion>tration    that  the  community — 

the  consumers  at  large — are  losers 

Another   cost  of  the  interference  by  the  restrictions  set  by  workmen 

with  trade  is  the  expense  of  sup-  on  themselves  ;  and  they  may  ask 

l»orting  Ihe  machinery   of  coercion,  whether  by  any  such  demonstration 

it   is   the   itfij/crium   in   i/npcrio — a  we  expect  to  influence  workmen  to 
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abandon  the  system.      Our  answer  against  working  on  terms  reasonable 

is,    certainly  not.     No  reasoning  in  or  unreasonable,  and  let  them  give 

the  world  will  induce  them  to  do  so,  no  better  account  of  their  conduct 

and  far  too  many  words  have  already  than    Shylock's,    that    it    is    their 

been  wasted   in  the  attempt  to  in-  humour.      If  their   employer   is  at 

fluence  them.      Let  us  confess  that  the  moment  completing  some  heavy 

they  arc  entitled  to  extract  from  the  contracts,    and    the    stoppage    will 

consumer  every  penny  they  can  get.  throw  him  into  the  '  Gazette,'  what 

Iligh-paid  work  is  one  of  the  best  of  that  ?      "  A  la  guerre  commo  d  la 

signs    of    a    general    prosperity    in  guerre" — it  would  be  as  unreasonable 

which  nearly  all  participate.      There  to  expect  them  to  miss  their  oppor- 

is  no  fear  that,  because  the  man  who  tunity  as  to  expect  a  general  to  miss 

works  with  his  hands  is  well  paid  his    opportunity   when    his    enemy 

and   lives   in   abundance,  there   will  passes  him  on  a  long  flank  march, 

be  no  use  for  workers  of  other  kinds,  and  a  judicious  charge  is  annihila- 

as  if  the  fund  afloat  for  the  support  tion  to  him.     Neither  is  it  reason- 

of    production    and    exertion    were  able  to  suppose  that  a  strike  should 

limited,   like  the  supplies  of  a  ship  be   relinquished  by  those  who   arc 

on  a   long   voyage.     To   those   who  masters    of    the    position,    because 

remember  so  i)ainful  a  year  as  1841,  a  host  of  poorer  workers  will  be  cast 

when  the  roads  were  populous  with  idle,  and  will  starve  with  their  fami- 

men  out  of  work,  the  experience  of  lies ;  such  miseries  are  but  the  na- 

many  prosperous  years  has  been  an  tural  incidents  of    warfare,   as  the 

eminently  satisfactory  and  pleasur-  expressive  etchings  of  Calot  show  us. 

able   contrast.      To   one   class   only  And,  in  fact,  let  us  confess  that 

has   the  change  been  fatal  —  those  the  morality  of  such  a  policy  is  not 

who  lived  b}*^  representing  "  the  dis-  peculiar  to  workmen,  though   their 

tressed  workman,"    and   who   were  actions   in  pursuit  of  it  have  a  cor- 

l)etter  able  than  the  real  objects  of  tain  rudeness  and  harshness.     There 

compassion  to  extract  for  their  own  is   something    in    gregarious  action 

use  the    funds    intended    for    him.  that  wonderfully  reconciles  people  to 

The   unionists   say   that   they  have  acts  grossly  unreasonable  or  unjust. 

made  the  working  classes  wealthy.  When  supported  by  a  public  opinion 

Other  j)eople  say  that  the  continued  of  its  own,  that  which  in  the  soli- 

and  rapid  increase  of  trade  through  tary  doer  of  it  is  counted  a  crime 

a  course  of  years  has  made  the  work-  becomes  a  policy.     So  did  the  robber 

man  wealthy  in  spite  of  the  unions,  chiefs  who  had  their  castles  on  the 

It  is  not  worth  while  working  out  the  Rhine,  the  Barbary  pirates,  and  our 

question,  since  it  is  not  our  intention  own   Highland  and    Border    riever. 

to  eu'leavour  to  persuade  the  union-  If  you  asked  them  how  they  lived, 

ist   that   he   is   in  the  wrong.     Our  they  would  never  admit  that  it  was 

object^  as  will  presently  be  seen,  is  by   theft    or   robbery  —  they  were 

to  foster  this  impression  in  another  leviers   of  tribute.      All  owners   of 

(juarter.     As   to    the   workman,   we  great  monopolies  have  had  the  same 

admit  his  rip;ht  to  obtain  all  he  can  position  ;     tliey   were    acting  with 

{ret — we  wisli  this  right  were  better  gross   injustice,    yet    their    conduct 

ackno\vle(lirod    by    his  fellow-work-  has    been   supported    not    only  by 

man.     If    he   refuse   to   work    alto-  their    own  special    public    opinion, 

pother,  unless  on  certain  terms,  let  but  occasionally  by  the  legislature. 

him— it   is  part  of  his  freedom  as  a  Look    at     the    railway    system    of 

free  Briton.     If  he  can  get  others  to  the  present   day.      Put    it    to  any 

join    liiin,   let   them  all   stand    out  astute    director    that   a    course    of 
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action  will  ])e  a  great  boon  to  the  the  printer  than  in  a  library  worth 

public,    thoujrh   it  may  not  favour  five   shillings  a  volume,  and   there 

<livi(lends,  and  he  will  count  you  a  will  be  no  more  addition  made  by 

lunatic.     If  there  are   two  compct-  their  enforced  idleness  or  other  in- 

ing  lines,  do  not  the  public  get  a  terruptions  to  the  price  of  the  arti- 

i)argain  through  the  greed  of  their  cle.      The  collector    adding  to    liis 

rival  owners  which  would  be  asked  gallery    of    paintings    a  work  of  a 

in  vain  from  their  public  s])irit?   The  master    at    a    cost    of    a   thousand 

other  day  when  tramways   came  in  pounds,  is  taxed  in  this  way  in  no- 

to    compete    with    short    lines,  the  thing  but  the  price  of  varnish  and 

directors    of   these  were    siid<lcnly  of  paint  at  the  utmost,  if  he  is  taxed 

seized  with  conscientious  suspicions  upon  anything  tangible.      If  a  fa- 

that  they  had  not  duly  served  the  mily  spending  five  thousand  a-year 

public,  and  so  innnediately  took  to  is   now   paying  fifty  pounds  a*ycar 

that  previously  neglected  duty.  additional  for  coals,  they  do  not  feel 

Wo  recommend  that  there  be  an  it,  or  even  know  it — it  falls  in  among 

end  of  preaching  to  the  trades- union-  the  other  trifles  :   a  casual  decrease 

ists — it  is  of  no  use.      To  tell  them  of  expenditure  on  horses,  dogs,  or 

that  they  don't  raise  the  amount  of  furniture  will  balance  it  ten   times 

their  wages  by  combining  is  to  tell  over.      J]ut  in  the  poor  man's  abode, 

tJiem  what  they  know  to  be  untrue,  an  increase  of  five  ])Ounds   on   the 

They  raise  them  for  the  time  as  ab-  same  necessary  of  life  is  a  serious 

solutely  as  the  man  who  abstracts  calamity. 

your  purse  ein*iches  himself  for  the  Anil  here  naturally  we  might  ex- 

lime.      You  tell  the  unionist  that  he  pcct  the    question   to    be    put — To 

is  doing  a  mischief   to  trade  gene-  whom  then  is  this  lecture  addressed, 

.-ally — what  is   that  to  him?    You  if  not  to  those  whos=e  practices  are 

tell  him  further  that  in  the  end  his  censured  by  it?     Well,  it  would  be 

•.'onthict  will  react  upon  himself,  and  ditticult  to  say  who  is  addressed  bo- 

you  cite  the  cases  where  men  have  yond   that   abstract    person,     **Tho 

so  combined  as  to  ruin  or  drive  away  general  reader,"   without  naming  k 

a  lucrative  trade,  and  so  have  been  special     class    not    easily    defined, 

run   adrift— all    this   is  an    infinite  These  are  persons   witli   n  deal  of 

way  beyond  his  philosophy,  which  goodness,  and  a  dejil  of  vaguene8.H  of 

deals  with  the  immediate  weekly  or  thought  about  formulas   so  specific 

monthly    pay-day,    and    with    that  as   tlio.^e    of    su])p]3'  and    demand, 

only.  They  are   accustomed  to   look  with 

Nor  will  it  intluence  him  to  the  a  pitiful  sympathy  on  the  "work- 
faintest  extent  to  remind  him  that  ing  classes"  as  people  whose  families 
lu's  own  is  the  class  most  liable  to  are  to  get  coals  and  blankets  at 
.auHIt  by  the  enhancement  of  the  Christmas.  They  have  a  general 
price  of  commodities  tliroujrh  en-  notion  that  laws  about  compelling 
forced  idleness,  and  the  otlier  griov-  the  observance  of  contracts,  and 
.mces  caused  l>y  their  aiTangements.  giving  the  established  notice  before 
The  greater  the  expenditure  of  a  quitting  their  work,  should  not  be 
iiousehold,  the  smaller  is  the  pro-  enforced  by  rich  men  against  per- 
portion  of  it  expended  on  the  pro-  sons  so  poor  and  helpless.  Tnoy 
ducc"  of  hand  work.  In  the  library  have  a  general  im]>ression  that  a 
worth  ten  thousand  pounds,  where  great  deal  may  be  said  on  both  sides, 
t!:e  average  value  of  each  volume  is  and  that  surely  it  is  hard  that  tho 
five  guineas,  there  will  not  be  more  working  classes  should  not  be  cii- 
01  the  work  of  the  paper-maker  and  titled  to  gain  a  little  something  to 
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themselves  by  these  unions  and  the  This  project  is  something  more 
like,  when  wc  see  the  large  gains  absurd  than  the  old  usury  law  which 
made  by  the  capitalist  employers,  prohibited  the  taking  of  more  than 
But  some  among  them  have  theories  ^ve  per  cent  for  money,  however 
and  projects  of  a  more  practical  perilous  its  security,  and  so  drove 
kind,  and  on  these  we  have  a  word  it  off  into  other  investments.  Then 
to  say.  there  would  not  be  a  fixed  law  warn- 

One   project  largely    accepted   is    ing    the    capitalist   precisely    as   to 
the   establishment   of    a   system  of    what    he    had    to    expect,    but    he 
jirbitration  between  employers  and    would    be    in    the  hands  of   some 
workmen.       Let    us    here,   by    the    twaddling  philosopher  with  a  tran- 
way,  protest  against  the  phraseology    sceniflent  conceit,  and  an  unhesitat- 
in  general  use  of  "  masters  and  ser-    ing  reliance  on  the  abstract  justice  of 
vants," — we  do  not  think  this  a  cour-    his  own  hobbies.     In  fact,  however, 
tcoQS    nomenclature.       But    to   the    the  philosopher    would  be  offering 
question  of   Arbitration.     It  would    the  workman   a  boon  he  could  not 
be  difficult,  in  our  notion,  to  find  a    fulfil.      By    the    absolute    laws    of 
more  preposterous  remedy  for  the    trade  and  exchange,    the  profit  of 
difficulty.     To  apply  it  so  would  be    capital  belongs  to  it  as  certainly  as 
a   mistake   about   the    fundamental    the   fruit  grows  on   its  own  special 
object  of  arbitration.     When  there    tree.     You  may  confiscate  the  pro- 
is  a  question  between  two  people  as    fit  in  some  one  instance,  and   then 
to  the   terms  of  a  bargain   already    the  capital  takes   flight     You  may 
made    between    them,    one    stating    also  confiscate  or  destroy  the  capital 
one  version  of  it,  the  other  stating    itself,  or  you  may  probably  lock  it 
another    version,    of    course    more    up.     If  fifty   thousand  pounds  are 
favourable  to  himself,  then  the  two    spent  in   erecting    a    spinning-miU, 
j:;o  to  arbiters,  who  are  to  examine    and  it  is  burnt  down  "  by  order  of 
tlie  matter,  and  decide  what  in  their    the   committee,"    there  is   so  much 
opinion   the    real    meaning    of    the    capital    destroyed.      If    nobody    is 
bargain  is.     l^ut  who  will  go  to  an    permitted  to  work  in  the   building 
arbiter  to  decide   for   him   whether    without  getting  more  remuneration 
he   is   to  enter  on  a  bargain?  or  if    than  the  concern  can  afford,  then  it  is 
he  intends  to  offer  terms  for  a  bar-    shut,  and  the  capital  is  locked  up. 
prain,   to   dictate  what   those  terms    When    a    share    in    the  profits    is 
sliall  be  ?      If  a  workman   can  get    claimed  by  the  workman,  it  seems 
liis  thirty-five  shillings  a-week,  will    never  to  be  remembered  that  if  he 
he    give    a   patient  hearing   to   the    is  put  in   the  same  position  as  the 
ar}»iter    who   finds   that  it  is  fair  in    owner,  he  should  bear  his  share  in 
all   the   circumstances  of  the  case,    the  loss.     In  an  average  profit  year 
and  is  his  duty,  to  accept  of   thirty    by  year  of  five  per  cent  beyond  the 
shillings?    Would  it  not  be  a  gross    interest  of  money — and  that  is  a  very 
tyrann}'     to    create     a    law    which    large  and  unusual  profit — there  will 
should  bind  the  workman  to  such    be  years  when  there  is  a  loss  of  ten 
a   disposal   of  his   labour?    But  of    or  perhaps  twenty  per  cent     How 
course  in  the  dreams  of  those  who    is  the  workman  to  meet  that  ?    lie 
suggest  it  the  employer  only  is  in  the    cannot,  unless  he  has  saved   some- 
wrong,  and  is  to  be  corrected.     The    thing  out  of  his  wages  ;  and  then 
arrangement   is    to    settle   the   war    he  possesses  a  capital  of  his  own, 
between   capital   and   labour  by  al-    and  will   easily  get  an   investment 
lowing   the   workman   an    equitable    for  it — if  in  the  establishment  where 
share  in  the  profits  of  capital.  he  works,  so  much  the  better. 


778                               The  Strike  and  the  Loch-out  [Dec. 

There  cannot  be  a  delusion  more  There  is  almost  a  precise  rehearsal 

false  than  that  mischievous  one,  that  of  the  coal  crisis  in  the  inslnictive 

cjipital  and  labour  are  at  enmity  with  paper,  by  Sir  Archibald  Alison,  al- 

cach    other.     Sweep  away    all  the  ready  quoted.     He  gives  this  account 

capital  in  the  British  empire  to-mor-  of    a   combination    in   1834,    which 

row — what  would  become  of  all  "  the  embraced    all    the    colliers    in  the 

children  of  toil, ''as  our  stump  orators  counties  of    Lanark,    Renfrew,  and 

call  them  ?    The  fact  is,  that  capital  Stirling,   amounting  to  many  thou* 

and  labour  work  together,  and  cannot  sands.                 » 
do  otherwise.     If  we  were  to  express 
their   union   invidiously,   we  would 

fiay    they    both    combine    togetlier  /'This  cjpbinaticmiimdc such  good  u^ 

•'.     X   li                              tjr    1  of  their  etU'ctivc  onninisutlon,  and  of  the 

u-amst   the   consumer.     If    he   can  ^sc  in  the  price  of  Tron,  and  the  general 

get  his  article  sold  at  a  proht,  it  is  activity   and    i)r()si»i.Tity  of    trade  and 


thousand  pounds,  and  realises  by  his  tlur   cxtruvairant    hciglit  of    tliirty-fl\-e 

sales  eleven  hundred,  what  matters  it  Kliillin^s  u-wi't-li  JW    three  day)C  work\ 

to  him  how  much  of  that  thousand  of  fofn-   or  JU-*'.  huntA    a-day   ouhj.     It 

pounds  has  been  expended  in  wages,  "»«>'  ^'^V'^'  ^'^-  i">«i^'i»^-d  w^iat  eflot-t  thU 

'  .     f  ^  i.    •  1  I'xtmordinarv  reduction  in  tlic  produce 

as  separate  from  raw  material,  car-  ,,f  ^j.^.  coal-inincs  I.y  the  labour  of  the 

riago,  agency,  rent  of  premises,  and  coiijerrt  i)einir  liniitcid  t^)  twelve  hours  a- 

other   expenses?     At  this  moment,  vxck,    iimst  have    made.      The   consc- 

through  some  inexplicable  influence,  *l»V."^*''  ^'V.^'  .*''-^^.  ^^^'^^*'^-^'",  ^*»'*  ^^^I 
*K^  4,V:i.„  ^F  ««ii;««.,  i,«^^  u«,.«  :«  <»rdiniiry  diminution  in  tlie  hours  of 
the  tribe  of  colliers  have  been  m-  ,ai,o„r/an(l  llie  iiiereiL<ing  demand  for 
duced  to  work  half  time,  or  there-  iron  and  every  f*iH"cie8  of  iimimfacture, 
abouts.  The  coal  owner  must  tlie  price  of  conls  tionfffitl  in  the  begin- 
therefore,  to  give  hnii  profit  on  the  "i»i.'  <>f  1^J<'-    1"   l*^'-"'   tlie   price  was 

capibil  laid  out  in  plant  and  work,  [ri'"   ''*•  ^'\^«. *"  r/.J^^V ^J'^'l:. liVl*'  IH 

,»  111         '       r       XT        T    •   '  l'ei)nmry    18.H)    tliey    rose    raiiidly    lo 

charge  double  price  for  the  dimin-  nixteen  or  seventeen  shillingH  a-ton,  and 

ished  produce.     When  he  is  charged  eontinued  at  tliat  price  fur   about  eljrh- 

with  greed  and  cruelty  for  doing  so,  teen   montlis— viz.,  till    Oetol)cr    ItSt, 

he  asks  cynically  to  be  shown  what  ^^'^»^*"'  ^"  V'^'^'l"''"*".''  "^  ^''^'  ^H\^*^  ^."« 

^.1    „    ..  11^        f^  ^1      V  1     *«  nit!nti<nied  huvini;  iriveu  wav,  thcv  fell 

other  seller    of    produce    conducts  ^^  ,o,    ^.t,,„     fy,,%,^  ,,^^  tjj,,  ^^^^^ 

business  at  a  loss,  or  sells  his  com-  tlumi^di    tlie   denmnd  for  coul*  wa.H  bo 

modity  below  the  market  value,  or  iri^i'iit,  tlie  colliei-s  worlvwl  only  for  ab<»ut 

the   price   he  can  get  for  it?    The  iifte«Mi  hours  a-w.-tk;  and  it  will  rcad- 

workini?    collier    is    not    matcriallv  ''>'  ''*■  '^^-^i^'^'^''!'   <J»'^t  neither   tlie    coal 

\^oiKin{^    coiiitr    IS    noc    maiLriaiiy  proprietors  nor  the  coal  mastcra  were 

bettor   than   he  was   before   he  re-  {„  a„v  i„,rrv,  orat  all  anxious,  to  put  a 

Mtricted   his   work.      His   wife   says  stop  to  a  state  of  thinu^r*  wliieli,  at  «> 

tliat  every  necessary  of  life  is  dearer  f*"»:in  i*  (ton»uini)tion  of  the  material  on 

—we  all  know  why,  if  she  does  not ;  ^^'l>^'''  ,}^'''y  depended,  brought  in  each 

and  she  complains  that  her  husband,  ^ 
having  more  idle  time  on  his  hands 

than  of  old,  finds  it  needful,  or  da-        We  see  in  these  iiisbinccs   that, 

sirable,  to  spend  more  of  his  wages  throughout  all  the  confusion  of  the 

at  the  ale-house.     It  is  not  the  iirst  conditions — the  colliers  paid  unnatu- 

occasion  when  the  perplexed  house-  rally  enhanced  wages  for  the  work 

wife  has  found   her   'Miearth-stoiie  they  do,  and  the  consumers  paying 

desolate,  and  round  its  once  wai*m  an   unnaturally  enhanced    price .  for 

precincts  coldly  lying  the  ashes,*'  &c.  tlieir  fuel — the  only  party  retaining 
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steadily  through  all  the  confusion  noticed,  by  the  way,  that  this  has 
his  original  position  and  original  been  sometimes  confounded  with  a 
gains,  is  the  capitalist.  The  price  different  realisation  of  co-operation 
laid  on  the  consumer  is  the  place  which  has  been  more  successful — ^the 
where  the  dead  loss  lies.  If  the  co-operative  store.  The  co-operative 
worker  gains  anything,  it  is  a  little  manufactory  and  the  co-operative 
useless,  and  probably  tiresome  and  store  are  radically  disthict  The 
ill-spent,  idleness.  To  deprive  capi-  one  is  an  institution  to  manufacture 
tal  of  its  natural  fruit,  its  profits,  goods  and  sell  to  all  the  world,  and 
has  indeed  been  the  great  object,  and  it  is  hard  to  see  how  it  is  to  bo  ac- 
the  mighty  ambition  of  the  host  of  complished  by  a  huhdred  men  with 
intellects,  many  of  them  of  a  high  less  capital  tiian  it  can  be  accom- 
calibre,  which  have  wasted  them-  plished  with  by  one.  The  co-oper- 
selves  in  the  attempt  to  invent  arti-  ative  store  is  a  clubbing  together  of 
ficial  or  communistic  systems  to  su-  people  to  buy  their  necessaries,  and 
pcrsedc  the  natural  laws  of  trade  it  may  be  their  luxuries  of  life,  at 
and  social  order.  But  though  they  the  wholesale  price,  in  the  belief  that 
have  sometimes  bent  human  creatures  by  the  saving  thus  effected  they 
to  their  will,  so  far  as  to  get  the  aid  of  will  be  able  to  pay  for  the  expense 
multitudes  to  experiment  upon  their  of  management,  and  at  the  same 
schemes,  there  is  something  so  subtle  time  be  served  at  a  price  below  that 
and  at  the  same  time  so  strong  in  of  the  retail  dealer.  It  is  under- 
capital  that  it  always  eludes  their  stood  that  many  of  these  stores  have 
grasp,  and  unless  it  be  locked  ab-  been  successful,  and  our  impression 
solutely  up  or  destroyed,  finds  its  is  that  their  success  has  come  from 
way  to  tlie  place  where  it  will  get  their  teaching  people  with  small  in- 
free  action.  Co-operative  manufac-  comes  to  pay  for  their  goods  in 
taring  societies  were  one  method  of  ready  money,  instead  of  obtaining 
giving  the  working  men  the  benefit  and  paying  for  credit, 
of  capital  without  its  possession.  But  the  idea  of  getting  for  the 
These  were  received  with  almost  workman  a  larger  allowance  out  of 
unanimous  welcome  —  all  classes  the  capital  of  the  employer  than  the 
bade  them  God-speed,  though  the  laws  of  trade  assign  to  him,  has 
experienced  doubted  mightily  the  soared  into  far  higher  flights  than 
possibility  of  their  success.  There  those.  It  is  said  that  there  should 
was  something,  however,  so  innocent,  be  some  working  men  in  Parliament 
so  pleasant  and  hopeful  -  looking,  to  represent  the  interests  of  their 
about  such  schemes,  when  compared  class,  and  endeavour  in  the  face  of 
with  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  the  Parliament  and  the  world  to  get 
trades-union,  that  even  those  who  justice  for  it  Such  a  feature  would 
doubted  most  would  have  been  glad  be  anomalous,  since  there  are  now 
to  admit  that  their  apprehensions  no  "interests'*  represented  in  Parlia- 
had  l)cen  groundless.  ment  No  doubt  members  of  Par- 
The  public  heard  much  of  the  liament  are,  like  other  people,  pre- 
I'Kccss  of  these  schemes  at  first,  judiced,  and  perhaps  their  prejudices 
'A'iicrc  is  generally,  from  the  enthusi-  may  sometimes  be  fostered  by  self- 
asm  of  the  projectors,  some  chance  of  interest.  But  there  are  now  no 
success  in  any  largo  new  scheme,  avowed  interests  represented  there 
But  as  anything  tending  to  affect  the  as  there  used  to  be  when  men 
position  of  the  great  body  of  work  boldly  stood  up  for  the  monied 
people,  the  co-operative  system  has  interest,  the  shipping  interest,  and 
dropped   into    oblivion.     It  may  be  the    West    India    interest.     There 
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were  direct  agencies  soroctimcs  for  should  sacrifice  a  portion  of  these  to 
remote  local  interests.  The  great  purchase  time  for  attendance  at  St. 
Edmund  IJurkc  was  agent  for  New  Stephen's.  We  suspect  that  some- 
York,  and,  if  we  mistake  not,  there  how  the  phenomenon  of  their  ap- 
is a  veteran  statesman  yet  alive  who  pearance  would  not  be  verj-  satisfac- 
was  the  agent  of  a  colony.  The  tory  either  to  themselves  or  their 
latest  "  interest,"  more  real  than  pro-  constituents.  We  have  many  storicK 
fessed,  was  the  great  railway  inter-  of  old  Elwos  the  miser  making;  a 
est,  wliich  has  left  behind  it  some-  figure  more  sordid  than  that  of  the 
thing  of  tlie  odium  of  its  scandal,  ordinary  hard- worker  of  the  present 
if  not,  indeed,  some  faint  remnant  d.ay.  A\'e  are  told  how  ho  took  his 
of  its  power.  dinner  from  his  pocket  full  of  hard 

In  18-il  the  manufacturers  of  eggs  and  mouldy  crusts  —  how  he 
the  north  of  Kngland,  who  were  wore  a  wig  he  had  found  in  a  gut- 
leaguing  themselves  against  the  ter  —  how,  especially,  ho  got  Iiis 
Corn  Laws,  applied  to  Parliament  boots  brushed  during  the  interval 
to  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  in-  between  his  riding  to  Parliament 
fluence  of  the  protective  duties  on  and  riding  home.  They  were  the 
trade  and  manufactures.  Jt  is  great  jack-boots  of  the  period,  and 
never  suggested  that  the  interests  the  legitimate  cleaning  of  them 
of  the  working  class  should  be  would  have  cost  a  shilling.  His 
represented  in  this  manner.  The  plan  was  to  pawn  them.  The  pawn- 
representatives  demanded  for  them  broker  cleaned  his  pledges  before 
are  to  be  c)f  their  own  body.  We  putting  them  by,  and  Elwcs  ap- 
suspect  that,  as  our  neighbour  the  peared  after  the  house  rose,  paid  a 
*  ScotsuKin  '  shrewdly  remarked,  penny  of  interest,  and  got  his  boots 
these  reprci-entatives  would  be  the  brilliantly  ])olished.  The  economic 
men  who  are  called  "working  scheme  lasted  till  he  had  made 
men,'*  becau:;e  they  are  always  acquaintance  with  all  the  accessible 
talking     and     never     working.       In    pawnbrokers. 

fact,  to  have  working  men  in  We  suspect  these  sordid  ways 
Parhament  is  an  addition  to  the  would  not  have  been  tolerated  had 
list  of  impossibilities  that  have  he  not  been  a  landed  gentleman 
jiassed  before  us  in  procession,  with  ten  thousand  a-year,  and  mem- 
This  imj)ossil)ility  is  expressed  ber  for  the  county  of  licrks.  The 
hi  the  Iri.-h  formula,  connnonly  House  of  Connuons  consists  for  the 
attributed  to  Sir  Boyle  Koach  :  greater  part  of  rich  men,  and  it  m 
**  How  can  one  be  in  two  pla<*es  well  that  it  is  so.  The  great  bulk 
at  once,  like  a  bird?'*  "How  can  of  the  members  are  sent  there,  not 
a  man  be  baking  i)ie-crust  and  doing  because,  from  their  geniu.s,  their  in- 
hiird  work  in  committee  at  the  same  tellectual  attainments,  or  their  merits 
time?**  generally,  they   arc  entitled   to   the 

If  they  don't  continue  to  do  their  distinction  as  a  personal  reward,  but 
proper  work,  but  are  supi)orled  because,  all  things  considered,  they 
otherwise  to  give  their  time  anil  at-  are  in  a  i)osition  to  do  good  service 
tention  to  parliamentary  duties,  to  their  i'onstituents  and  the  empire 
then  are  ihey  no  longer  **  working  at  large;  and  one  of  the  sources  of 
men"  in  the  sense  in  v»hich  that  this  position  is  the  wealth  that 
body  is  ever  spoken  of  in  such  makes  its  owner  independent  of 
claims.  Sujjjiose  that  a  few  mar-  unworthy  gains.  It  is  the  good 
tyrs  among  them  —  men  living  in  fortinic  and  the  glory  of  this  country 
London   and  making  high  wages —    that  such  men  are  found  prepared 


1872.]                            The  Strike  and  the  Loch-out  781 

to  do  work  of  obscure  drudgery,  of  making  their  way  into  Parliament 
and  keep  long  and  late  hours  in  than  the  ordinary  run  of  professional 
parliamentary  duty.  How  much  men.  The  workman  may,  by  pru- 
more  pleasant,  one  would  say,  is  the  dence,  sagacity,  and  the  assistance 
pursuit,  and  how  much  more  attrac-  of  happy  chances,  become  an  em- 
tive  the  reward,  of  the  popular  ployer.  The  world  is  then  before 
novelist  and  poet;  and  yet  poor  him,  and  there  are  no  limits  to  the 
men  enjoy  the  pleasures  and  the  height  he  may  reach.  Tf  he  has 
honours  of  these  pursuits  while  the  made  money,  and  continues  to  be 
rich  are  doing  tlie  heavy  work  of  tolerably  successful  in  his  ventures, 
the  committees.  The  only  working  he  may  enter  Parliament  if  he  pleases, 
men  who  can  afford  to  do  their  own  But  what  chance  has  the  respectable 
work  and  yet  sit  in  the  Commons  country  physician,  with  his  income 
are  leading  barristers.  This  is  on  of  from  £300  to  £500,  or  the  vil- 
account  of  the  enormous  remunera-  lage  attorney,  whose  gains  are  on  a 
tion  reaped  l>y  them  for  the  hours  like  scale,  of  entering  Parliament? 
piven  to  their  professional  work.  And  yet,  who  speaks  of  their  class 
In  thus  parting  with  some  of  these  as  unrepresented,  or  suggests  that 
hours  for  unpaid  work  in  Parlia-  society  should  be  turned  topsy-turvy 
nicnt  they  make  heavy  sacrifices,  it  that  the  constitution  may  be  cleansed 
may  be  to  their  sense  of  duty  or  the  of  this  scandal  ?  The  persons,  how- 
interests  of  their  party — it  may  be  ever,  who  rise  from  the  ranks  of  hand- 
to  personal  ambition.  labour,  to  reach  distinction  in   this. 

We  could  point  to  more  than  one  as  in  many  other  shapes,  are,  as  we 
eminent  and  influential  member  of  have  hinted,  by  no  means  received 
Parliament  who  has  been  a  mechanic  as  representatives  by  their  old  com- 
or  hand-worker,  and  has  risen  purely  panions  of  toil.  There  still  dwells 
by  his  own  merits  and  abilities  to  with  them  the  impracticable  notion, 
his  present  cniincnce.  Instead,  how-  that  the  man  who  shall  rise  in  their 
ever,  of  lookini^  on  men  of  this  estimation,  as  well  as  by  the  suffrages 
class  as  akin  to  themselves,  or  in  of  society,  shall  take  the  nature  of 
any  way  their  representatives,  it  is  the  workman  up  with  him  into  his 
pretty  notorious  that  they  enjoy  the  elevation.  This  idea  is  the  creature 
special  hatred  of  those  whom  they  of  a  morbid  pride,  fed  in  some  mea- 
have  left  behind  them  on  the  old  sure  by  the  notion  that,  in  the  bring- 
level  of  their  daily  mechanical  ing  into  existence  of  some  valuable 
drudgery.  We  often  see  instances  thing  that  did  not  exist  before,  there 
where  humble  folks  of  the  profes-  is  somewhat  of  a  real  and  tangible 
sional  or  tr.iding  classes  assemble  importance  and  dignity, — as  in  the 
themselves  to  meet  and  do  honour  notion  so  often  referred  to,  that  the 
to  some  member  of  their  community  man  who  made  two  blades  of  grass 
who  has  soared  hijrh  over  their  grow  where  one  only  grew  before 
heads,  and  become  the  illustrious  was  to  be  counted  at  the  head  of  the 
man  of  whom  they  are  proud,  benefactors  of  his  species.  The  feel- 
AV'ho  ever  heard  of  a  body  of  ing  was  perhaps,  in  some  degree,  en- 
mechanics  oaering  any  such  ovation  couraged  through  the  division  by  the 
to  a  man  who  has  risen  from  the  economists  into  productive  and  un- 
ranks  ?  productive  labour.      Thus  the  brick- 

And  here,   l;y  the  way,  we  come  layer  and  the   machine-maker  were 

to  a  topic  which  suggests  that  mem-  productive,  while  the  mathematician 

bers  of  the  worlcing  classes  seem  to  and  the  physical  philosopher,  whose 

have,  on  the  whole,  a  better  chance  sciences  created  and  ruled  their  work^ 
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were  unproductive.      However  it  be,  painter  of  its  greatest  pictures.     But 

in  very  gifted  men  there  has  been  a  how  many  are  they  who  roach  these 

propensity  for  tlie  mixture  with  the  eminences  ?  Alas  I  do  wo  not  see  how 

higher  nature  achieved  by  them  of  thickly  the  world  is  strewed  with 

some  sordid  original  lot^   which  is  the  hopeless  efforts  of  those    who 

sometimes  more  imaginary  than  reaL  have  failed  to  climb  the  steep  ascent 

Bums  and  his  friends  were  affectedly  to  the  temple  of  fame  ?     Let  the 

loud  about  his  j)loughmanship.      He  workman  who  loves  his  work,  and 

had    a    good    plain    education,  and  completes  his  job  to  the  satisfaction 

though  he  had  been  unfortunate  in  of  himself  and  of  the  little  world 

the  prosaic  department  of  life,  as  his  he  l>elongs  to,  take  comfort  here,  like 

immediate    relations  were,    yet    his  Longfellow's  blacksmith : — 

family  was  of  that  class  hovering  on  „  „.        .  .  , 

the  border  of  fiontility,  from  which  ™Sa^Y?!.t^h'^l7?Tur5ic.; 

Scotland    has    supplied   the   best   of  Eacli  mominir  wh-h  houiu  tOHk  iK'gnnt 

ncr  many  >  aiuanic  men  lor  tne  worK  somcjthin-  uttt-mptod.  Mmuthine  done, 
of  everyday  life.  It  was  the  stock,  lias  i':irm;d  u  nit'lifa  rfposc.'^ 
for  instance,  that  produced  Sir  Alex- 
ander Bunies,  the  great  oriental  dip-  Something  we  remember  in  a  casual 
lomatist — in  fact,  he  was  a  great-  dialogue  tits  in  here.  A  philosopher 
gmndson  of  the  poet's  uncle.  Hugh  of  the  school  that  grasps  at  the  in- 
Miller,  who  came  of  much  the  same  finite  was  laying  down  the  law  that 
class,  had  a  curious  sensitiveness  merit  lies  in  endeavour,  not  in  sue- 
about  working-nianism.  After  ho  cessful  exertion — the  great  cndcaT- 
found  that  literature  paid  him  bet-  our  is  a  great  act,  whether  success- 
ter  than  his  mechanical  trade,  he  in-  ful  or  not ;  whereon  a  cynical  friend 
sistcd  on  continuing  to  wear  his  put  in,  *^I  would  sooner  be  the 
leather  apron,  until  a  friend  told  maker  of  a  first-rate  pair  of  shoes 
him  he  was  an  impostor  and  a  puppy,  than  the  ^^Titer  of  one  epic  that  has 
Hoth  the  imputations  were  rather  dropped  into  oblivion,  or  the  painter 
startling  to  honest  Hugh,  but  it  was  of  several  yards  of  canvas  about 
difficult  to  answer  the  reason  for  which  the  critic  say s,  *  Yes,  ambitious 
them.  "You  go  about  pretending  effort  at  a  great  historical  picture, 
to  be  a  member  of  an  established  Some  tolerable  grouping  and  touches 
and  respectable  tnidc — that  of  stone-  of  colouring,  but,  on  the  whole,  a 
quarrier — while  in  reality  you  are  failure ; '  "  and  between  the  two,  our 
nothing  better  than  one  of  the  vaga-  sympathy  leans  to  the  cynic.  "What 
bond  crew  who  make  their  living  by  a  world ^  of  good  would  come  of  it 
the  press.'*  if  the  workman's  pride  were  to  set- 
It  is  in  vain  by  any  rhetoric  or  phi-  tic  more  in  his  work  and  lesson 
losophy  to  lift  the  snccessful  pursuit  the  feverish  and  mischievous  pur- 
of  some  common  mechanic^il  opera-  suits  he  is  so  sadly  addicted  to  in 
tion  to  the  rank  acquired  by  tho  the  present  day.  If  he  could  rid 
great  intellectual  pursuits.  "  Not  himself  of  his  self-impo.scd  shackles, 
all  that  priest,  sage,  poet  ever  said "  the  high  rewards  for  a  high  stan- 
will  put  a  fh-st-rate  joiner  or  boot-  dard  of  work  in  the  present  c-ondi- 
closer,  with  no  other  claim,  in  the  tion  of  trade  would,  in  comparison 
same  place  in  the  world's  respect  or  with  the  more  unskilled  labourer, 
esteem  with  the  statesman  endowed  enable  him  to  hold  a  position  in 
with  the  capacity  to  sway  a  gieat  what  is  termed  the  middle-class. 
nation,  or  even  with  the  poet  who  has  David  Hume,  who  was  not  given 
become  its  favourite  minstrel,  or  the  either  to  sermonizing  or  to  quoting 
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Scripture,  wrote  a  sermon  on  "the 
middle  station  of  life,"  proving  that 
it  was  the  happiest  of  all,  and 
choosing  for  his  text  a  great  prayer, 
•^Tv.  )  things  have  I  required  of 
Thee ;  deny  me  them  not  before  I 
die  ;  remove  far  from  me  vanity  and 
lies ;  give  me  neither  poverty  nor 
riches ;  feed  me  with  food  conven- 
ient for  me,  lest  T  be  full  and  deny 
Thee,  and  say  who  is  the  Lord  ?  or 
lest  I  be  poor,  and  steal,  and  take 
tiie  name  of  my  God  in  vain." 
There  is  a  brief  expressive  picture 
of  the  self  -  respecting  workman 
drawn  by  Kbenezer  Elliot,  who  was 
hinirc'lf  a  mechanic,  an  employer 
of  mechanics,  and  an  author.  It 
miirht  be  often,  but  we  fear  is  too 
seldom  realised : — 


"  Yon  sock  the  house  of  taste,  and  find 

The  proud  mechanic  there  : 
liich  as  a  king,  and  Icks  a  slave, 

Throned  in  his  elbow  chair. 
Or  on  his  sofareadini;  Locke, 

Beside  his  open  door ; 
Why  start  y  "why  envy  work  like  his, 

The  carpet  on  his  floor." 

And  here  where  the  wife  speaks  to 

the  daughter: — 

•  And  brin.ii  the  new  white  curtain  out, 

And  strin;:  the  pink  tape  on ; 
McchanicH  ►^houhl  be  neat  and  clean. 

And  ril  take  heed  for  John. 
And  brush  the  little  table,  child, 

And  fetch  the  ancient  books 
John  loves  to  read,  and  when  he  reads, 

How  like  a  king  he  loolcs.'* 

Tf  any  zealous,  active  unionist 
connnittec  man  should  have 
patience  to  read  a  portion  of  this, 
he  would  no  doubt  denoimce  it  as 
twaddle  of  a  very  inane  kind ;  and 
we  would  join  in  that  opinion,  if  wo 
addressed  it  to  him  with  the  hope 
that  it  would  have  any  influence  on 
Ills  intentions.  Tt  would  come 
under  the  lash  of  Canning's  irony, 
when 


■  The  consul  quoted  Rynkcrshock, 
And  PulFcndorf,  and  Grotius  ; 
And  provi'd  from  Vatel 
Exceedingly  well. 


Snoh  a  deed  would  be  qalte  atrocious ; 

But  the  Turks  they  did 
As  they,  were  bid, 

And  strangled  him  while  he  prated.'* 

Wo  have  now  done  two  parts  of 
our  task.  Wo  have  endeavoured  to 
show  the  course  that  should  be  pur- 
sued by  working  men,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  community,  and  the  ulti- 
mate benefit  of  their  own  class.  We 
have  uttered  the  opinion  that  on 
them  such  reasoning  is  entirely 
wasted.  We  have  now  a  few  words 
to  say  on  the  means  by  which  public 
opinion,  supporting  the  enforcement 
of  legal  remedies,  may  be  able  to 
check  the  mischievous  operation  of 
combinations  and  strikes.  There  is  a 
recent  addition  to  our  statute-law,  of 
which  the  unionists  are  fiercely  de- 
manding the  repeal.  Their  motive  is 
an  urgent  one,  for  the  repeal  of  that 
law  is  a  question  of  life  or  death  to 
their  organisations.  For  that  same 
reason  it  is  desirable  that  the  public 
should  be  on  their  guard  against  the 
repeal,  lest,  by  some  of  the  accidents 
that  happen  in  such  cases,  those 
who  are  excited  by  a  strong  motive 
to  earnest  exertion  should  prove 
successful,  through  the  supineness  of 
the  public  at  large.  With  this  pre- 
liminary explanation,  we  now  ask 
attention  to  the  measure  itself. 

It  was  represented  that,  when  any 
little  indiscretions  on  the  part  of 
Trades-unions  came  to  light,  their 
object  was  entirely  misunderstood. 
The  Trades-unions  were  in  reality 
benefit  societies,  or  were  otherwise 
embarked  in  philanthropic  and 
beneficent  projects.  But  from  some 
unfounded  prejudices  against  them, 
they  were  not  protected  by  law  as 
other  corporations  directed  to  less 
worthy  aims  were.  They  could  not 
invost  their  property,  or  enforce 
their  lawful  contracts,  and  they  were 
at  the  mercy  of  defaulting  officers, 
and  of  those  who  took  the  benefits 
supplied  by  them  and  evaded  the 
performance  of  corresponding  obli- 
gations.     In     1S71,     an    Act    wag 
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passed  to  put  all  this  right.*  It  is  incur  the  punishment,  arc  violence  to 
called  the  Trades- Unions  Act.  With  person  or  property,  threatening  and 
a  candour  unusual  in  the  Statute-  intimidating.  There  is  a  third  class 
book,  it  sots  forth  at  the  entrance  of  offence  more  complicated.  It 
that  "  The  purposes  of  any  Trades-  consists  in  molestation  or  obsf  rue- 
union  shall  not,  by  reiison  merely  tion,  with  a  view  to  coercion,  \  .-ii 
that  they  are  in  restraint  of  trade,  tlie  coercion  is  for  the  purpo&e  of 
he  unlawful,  so  as  to  render  void  or  compelling  a  person  to  do  any  of 
voidable  any  ajri'ecment  or  trust.*'  the  following  things. 
There  are,  however,  certain  condi-  *'  1.  Being  a  master,  to  dismiss  or 
lions  which,  if  they  be  among  the  to  cease  to  employ  any  workman,  or 
specific  object  <  of  Trades-unions,  being  a  workman,  to  quit  any  exn- 
tlie  courts  of  law  must  not  enforce,  ployment,  or  to  return  work  before 
and  among  these  the  chief  is  thus  it  is  finished. 

set   forth: — "Any    a.'^reement     be-  *'2.  Being  a  master,  not  to  offer,  or 

tween  members  of  a  Trade-union  as  being  a  workman,  not  to  accept  any 

such,    concerning    the   condition   on  employment  or  work, 

which   any   nuMiibers,  for   the   time  **  3.  Being  a  master  or  workman. 

being,  of  such  Trade- union,  shall  or  to  belong,   or  not  to  belong,  to  any 

shall   not   .-:ell   their  goods,  transact  temporary  or  permanent  association 

business,  employ   or   be   employed.'*  or  conibination. 

If  such  an  agreement  is  made,  it  is  *^4.  Being  a  master  or  workman, 

not  to  be  eiiforced  by  the   courts  of  to  pay  any  fine  or  penalty  imposed 

law.     Thus,    while    the    "  restraints  by  any  temporary  or  permanent  as- 

on   trade*'   are   not    to  be  in   them-  sociation  or  combination, 

selves  illeg.'il   i)rojucts,  the  State  is  **  5.  Being  a    master,  to  alter  tlie 

not  to  tiike  in  hand  the  enforcement  mode  of  c^irrying  on  his  business,  or 

of  them.     To  render  this  absolutely  the    nimiber    or  description  of  any 

precise,  at  the  end  of  the  list  of  the  persons  employed  ])y  him." 

agreements  not  to  be  enforceable  by  It  is  next  provi<led  that  a  person 

law,  there  is  a  provision  that  **  no-  shall  be  held  to  be  molesting  or  ob- 

tliing  in  this  section  shall  be  deenied  structing  another — 

to  constitute  any  of  the  above  men-  *M.  If  ho  persistently  follow  such 

tioned  agreements  unlawful."  i)erson  about  from  place  to  place. 

Having  thus  given   the   Unionists  **  2.   If  he  hide  an}' tools,  clothes 

the  corporate  j^rivileges  they  desired,  or  other  proj)erty,  owned  or  used  by 

leaving   the   power   of    using    them  such  person,  or  deprive  him   of,  or 

even    for    the   detrinienttil   but    not  hinder  him  in  the  use  thereof, 

unlawful    j)urpose    of    restraint    on  **  J5.  If  he  watch  or  beset  the  house 

trade,    it    was    dc^tennined    that,    if  or   other    place  where    such   person 

l)ossible,    this    j)nrj)ose     should    no  resides  or  works,  or  carries  on  busi- 

longer  be  eirected  by  violence  or  men-  ness,  or  happens  to  be,  or    the  ai>- 

ace — accordingly     another     mciisure  proach  to  such  house  or  place,  or  if 

called   tlie   ''t'riminal    Law  Amend-  with  two  or  more  other  persons  he 

ment  Act''  was  passed.!  follow   such  pei*son  hi  a  disorderly 

The  penalties  of  this   Act  are  im-  manner  in  or  through  an}'  street  or 

prisonmenL,   either  with    or  without  road." 

liard  labour ;  and  the  ollences   that  As  the    foundation    of    their    de- 


•:;4tV::r)  Vict.  c.  :n. 

tI>4iV:IJi>  Vi<l.  c.  :»j,  "An  Art  to  uuu'.nd  llii'.  Criiuinal  J,a\v  rchitiii!^  tD   V'iolenee, 
TiiroaU,  uiul  .M^'k-.-tntiou"— -j'Jtli  .hmc-  1^71.     M:L-ttT  .in«l  St-rvaiits  Act. 
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mands  for  the  repeal  of  this  AM^  the  oase.  The  possession  of  these 
the  Unionists  do  not  profess  to  yin-  articles  itself  is  a  crime,  in  order  that 
dicate  violence  and  intimidation,  an  inondation  of  forg^  notes  may 
Their  reason,  indeed,  has  so  much  be  stopped  before  it  brei^  forth — 
of  the  ridiculous  in  it  as  almost  to  before  eyen  the  notes  are  wholly  <Mr 
hide  its  impudence. — It  is  an  insult  even  partially  in  existence  It  is 
merely  to  suppose  that  they  are  in  vain  for  the  accused  to  plead  that 
guilty  of  such  things ;  the  imputa-  he  is  curious  in  paper  tissues,  and  in 
tion  must  be  removed  from  the  methods  of  engraving — ^why  should 
Statute-book  I  Why  are  they  espe-  his  innocent  and  ingenious  pursuits 
cially  to  })o  prohibited  from  offering  be  selected  more  tl^n  other  people's 
their  advice  to  an  erring  brother,  for  condemnation?  In  the  otiier 
and  informing  him  of  the  danger  he  house  there  are  found  dies  to  impress 
incurs  by  his  perverse  conduct  ?  her  Majesty's  likeness,  with  various 
Why  are  they  of  all  men  to  be  pre-  chemicals  and  pieces  of  mixed  metals 
vented  from  running  after  an  offen-  brought  to  a  resemblance  to  gold. 
sive  object  on  the  streets,  and  deal-  It  is  in  vain  for  the  owner  of  Uiese 
ing  to  him  the  unpopularity  he  de-  to  plead  that  he  is  a  philosophier 
serves  ?  and  so  on.  This  Act  no  in  his  scientific  laboratory,  trying  if 
doubt  differs  from  the  old  law,  which  he  can  restore  the  lost  art  of  the 
waited  until  the  mutilatioii  or  the  transmutation  of  metals.  So  both 
murder  was  accomplished  'before  are  transferred  from  their  luxurious 
stepping  in  with  assistance.  It  is  establishments  to  the  convict  prison. 
part  of  a  system  of  li^slation  found-  Let  us  now  see  how  far  experi- 
cd  on  the  ancient  precept,  '^  obtita  ence  supports  the  plea  that  the  per- 
principiia^^  —  stop  at  b^nnings.  sons  against  whom  this  Ictgislation 
Thus  the  known  thief  who  has  b^n  against  rattening  and  threatening 
punished  for  actual  depredation  is  is  levelled  are  peculiarly  exempt 
seized  and  punished  if  he  be  found  from  the  imputation  inferred  in  ft 
prowling  about  back  premises,  and  A  few  years  ago  the  district  <tf  Shef- 
it  is  no  justification  of  his  possessing  field  appeared  to  have  passed  almost 
a  hammer  and  chisel  that  he  has  a  into  tne  absolute  authori^  of  the 
partiality  for  geological  pursuits.  Trades-unions.  We  are  torn  by  the 
Perhaps  this  is  an  ungracious  ex-  Commissioners  who  reported  on  it, 
ample— let  us  take  others.  There  that  when  machinery  or  other  pro- 
are,  say,  two  handsome  establish-  perty  was  missed  in  woriuhops, 
mcnts  near  Grosvenor  Squaer  orauy  '*' recourse  is  seldom  had  to  Uiepo- 
othcr  patrician  centre.  They  are  lice  to  recover  property  so  taken 
both  occupied  by  very  gentlemanly  away,  but  application  is  almost  al- 
pcrsons  —  men  of  ability,  and  ac-  ways  made  to  the  secretary  of  the 
quainted  with  the  world.  Nobody  union  immediately  upon  the  loss  of 
knows  exactly  the  source  of  the  tools,  &c.,  being  discovered.**  That 
wealth  evidently  at  their  command,  the  new  government  was  a  strong 
but  that  is  nobody's  business.  Sud-  one  appeared  from  execution  after 
dcnly,  however,  the  police  find  it  to  execution :  the  place  was  becoming* 
be  theirs.  In  searching  the  one  house  human  shambles.  The  machinery 
tliey  find  a  stock  of  thin  tough  paper  of  the  criminal  law  was  ine£Boient  to 
such  as  that  on  which  Bank  of  £ng-  detect  and  punish  the  murderen, 
land  notes  are  engraved.  That  is  as  the  executioners  were  cidled. 
enough  for  itself ;  but  if  they  also  Here,  then,  was  urgent  need  of  new 
find  plates  of  metal  and  engraving  legislation  strengthening  tlie  hands 
instruments,  so  much  the  clearer  is  of  Uie  executive  and  jumdal  powers. 
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A  commission    of  irupiiry  into    the  el<)"fl  of  bodily  assault  or  violence,  but 

ffoneral    (luestion    of    Trades-unions  \'^.  t^>S  ?t»*<»V^'  f>'"'*''  ^'''**'''  >^®7.  *^"^^"'"" 

•         V    1     .•*!.   ,.,w-,.:..i  ,,..,««..  1.,.  tuiii  of  thu  biiidiiii;  nutiin)  af  this  oath 

was  ipvcstccl  Willi  spocial  powers  by  ^^   ^^^^,   Combinution.     Tl."v   gciicrallv 

statute;  and  ni  connection  with  that  coiurivo  that  ihv  Jhvt  oath 'is  Uio  one 

inquiry  Mr.  (latliorne    Hardy,  tlien  tluit   must     be    (ihiirrvi'd;     and   coii?.e- 

Secret^iry   of     State,     authorised     a  <ii>t^'iitly,  that  any  pmb.^cjncut  iM^rjury, 

special    criminal     investigation    into  J'ow  ^^ros.  socvtT,  is  Lriiillh-^fs  in  a  m^ 

J               ^    1   .          •      ci    ir  n       rri  point    of    View,  as    it    is    oulv  vicldtui; 

the  recent  doinjrs  m  Shelheld.     Ihe  oiKaicncc    to  the.  first  uath  of  "m-rccv 

eminent  f^entlenicn    who    conducted  tlu-y  have  taken." 
tiiat  investigation   were  haflled,  like 

the  regular  administrators  of  the  law.  One  of    the   chief    u.<?C3    made  of 

They    found   means,  however,    sud-  this    arrangement   was,    that    when 

deiily  to  open  up  the  whole  terrible  suspicion  of   a  crime    was   brought 

mystery,  and  the  <*onsc(pient  revela-  home  to    any    one    ordered    by  the 

tions    astonished    and    appalled    the  secret  conclave    to  commit  it,    that 

public,  until  they  were  sujierse^led  by  body    could    order   any  number    of 

the  grander  tra«;edies  of  the   Conti-  others    to   appear  at    the    trial  nml 

nental  war.     I»ef<)re(allinj:j  uji  for  re-  jn-ove  an  alihi  ])y  swearing  that  they 

membraneo  the  method  and  substiince  were  in  liis    comj)any  el.<cwhero    at 

of  their  revelation,  a  word  of  explana-  the  same  time.     Here  we  carry  back 

tion  as  to  what  was  previously  known  to  the  year    ]S;38  the   practices   by 

about    the  mysterious    workings  of  which  justice   was    defeated   nearly 

the  Unions  may  be  !»]>propriate.  thirty  years  later  in  Sheffield.     Hut 

No  important  opportunity  for  the  it  happened  also   that    the   (Jlasj^ow 

divulging  of  sueh  secrets  had  occur-  trial   brought  to  light  the  real  nature 

red  since  tbe    trial  of   the  (Jlasgow  of   events   which    liad  at  an   earlier 

cotton-si)iiHUTS     in      1*^.'I.S.      Fortu-  period    baflled    the    executive,    and 

nately,  as  we  li.ive  seen,  an  account  had    remained     hidden     for  twelve 

alike  pictiire.Mpie  and  distinct  of  that  years.      One   of    the   witnesses  e.\- 

alfair  was  given  to  the  world  by  the  aiiiine«l   in  IHIIH  had  been  a  member 

gentleman  who,  as  cliief  magistrate  **  of   the  secret   !^ele(rt   assassinathi*; 

of  the  district,  ha<l  to  i)eMetrate  the  committee''  who  had  ordered  a  man 

mysteries.     One  of  the  most  etlective  named  (iraham  to   bo  jmt  to  death 

of  tfie  powers  at  work  was  a  secret  in    IHiJ.").     As  in    the    trial  of    1S:?k, 

oatli  binding  ea«"h  member  to  obey  other   ads    were     j)roved,  but    the 

the  orders  of  a  secret  committee  of  miinler  was   not,  and   on   this  there 

fellow-workmen,    whose    names    he  is  the  commentary  foUowiuj;: — 
did  not  know. 

*'  In  the   annals    of    Criminal    JiirN- 

"  Tlie.  pri'V.il.nci' and  li-rnirs  of   theso  pnulcnci*,     lliiTe    an'   few    more   exini- 

sceret  oulh-i  <''»n-liliit«-  one  of  tlie  irrcat-  ordinurv  combinations  of  circiiinstan<>('rt 

r>t  obstacli-^   lo  the   oMMlnin::  evitlenci;  thiui  tliat  wliicji   li:is  thus  brouglit,  aft<*r 

in    atroei«)iis    nliiii-;      cunnt'cti'd     with  so  lon«r  u  ]»erio(|,  tlic    real    iiuthors  €)r 

<"(iinbinatii)n  (■(•iuiiniii"-.     The  jxtsoiis  this  iniinUTiiiis  a>.-s:»ult    on    <irahain   t<» 

eni^JLCed     in    thi-     cnniniir^inn    of     tlin  liL^iit.      It  is    nt)\v    proved  by  tho  ron- 

viiilfiiee   or   crini",  fur  llic    purpo-cs  of  furrini;  testimony    of   two    witnej^scri — 

the      Asr-<»cijni'»n,     :in'.     :dnio-t    always  one  of  wlioin   wa-i  tlie  assiv^r^in  hin'd  to 

incnihers  of   th"  I'ni'tn.  :uhI  have  taken  di>charire   tlic    pi.-l«"l.    and    tho  other   a 

it.-«oalli;  and  if  :iny  «»r  t!n-in  JMV  brought  nn-nibcr    of    tln^     secret      seli-et      fi»ni- 

to  Lj-ive  cvi(l<-n«'''   in    ri"j;:inl   to  th''  fucts  inilli'**  by  whom  thi;    a-sas>ins  won*    to 

wliieh    fi'll    umliT   tlnir   nhsrrvation,  or  be    pjiid — th:it     four    uvn     were    hired 

till!    pcr>ons   who    rn»|'Ioy<-il   thi-ni,    the  by    the   eoniinittei!  of    the    association 

utmost  dilliculty  U  e\|M'n»nced   in   i;:ei-  to  hiiont    a    mJt,   hy     way    of    Btrikin:; 

tin.:;     tlum    to  .-ii<':ik    out;    in    cohm*-  tc-rror    into    the  rest;   that  the  porsnu:* 

iiuence,    not   menly    of   tin',  appreheii-  em^aged     in     tlio     innnler  wore     fimr 
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in  ■number,    and    that    they    were    to  this     sacrifico    of    justice.      It  was 
jret  £100  for  it-  that  the  money  was  g^^n  found  that  the  organisation  in 
acconhndv  i>aul  from  the  lunus  of  the  oi^^ffi^i j    ^„o    *«4U««    „     «,^„«.^u^ 
Combinalibn  ;  that  tlic  expense  of  de-  Sheffield    was    rather    a    monarchy 
fending  the  assassins  at  their  trial  was  than   an   Oligarchy,    and    the     gnm 
borne  by  that  body ;  that  the  wives  of  monarch   of   the   time    was   a   man 
the    transiiorted    assassins  were    main-  named  Broadhead.     It  was  necessary 
tainod  from  its  funds,  and  the  one  who  ^  j^f^rm  him  at  his  fifth  examina- 
was  sentenced  to    Bridewell   was    sent,  ..        ,,     .        ,        u     *  u  j.i-« 
after  liis  liberation,  to  America  at  their  ^10^7  ^^at  unless  ho  told  everythmg 
expense.    .    .    .  that  ho   knew   both   as   to   himself 
'MVhen  such  powerful  means  of  in-  and  others,  he  would  not  earn   his 
timidation  ar(i  at  the  command  of  and  certificate,  and  to  warn  him  that  if 
scrupulously  used  by,  the  rulmj^  Com-  .  ^    «^«««„i^^    ««„*!,;««.     :*    «,««    «♦ 
n.ittees  of   1  nKles-unions,   it  will  not  ^®    concealed  anythmg,   it  was    at    . 
appear   surprisiu":   that   the    most  un-  unmment  risk   both   to   the  others 
bounded  terror   should   prevail   among  and   to   himself,    for   ho   would   de- 
the  workmen  who  lind  themselves  ex-  prive  them  of  a  chance  of  protection 
posed  to    the    assaults  or  u^^^^^^^^^  If  anything  could  be  proved  against 
tliese     formidable     conspiracies.    Ihis,  -i.           au        •             j   'j.             • 
aecordin-lv,  is  one  of  the  most  remark-  t?©™  otherwise,  and  it  was  impos- 
abie  feaiuVes  of  the  case,  and  the  one  sible,  if  he  spoke  at  all,  to  help  mak- 
wbich  is  mo>t  alarmin«5  both  in  a  moral  ing  admissions   that   would  tend  to 
and   a   le^d   i.oint   of  view.     It  was  g^ch   a    proof.     Being    evidently    a 
stated  on  oath   bv  the  Sheri  11  of  Lanark-  ^„„  ^*  if,,^;,,^^^    k«  iu^^  ,„««+  :^+« 
shire  at  the  hit  J  Trial,  that  it  was  wiUi  ^^^  ^^  business,  he  then  went  into 
the    utmost    diilieulty    that    witnesses  the  whole  at  once.     When   asked   if 
could  be  ^^ot  to  come  forward  to  give  he  had  anything  to  explain,  he  said 
evidence  auaiust  the  Combhiation ;  and  "Yes — to    begin    with,     the    state- 
that  he  wa.  omi-ed   to  meet  tJicm  in  ^^^^  ^j^i^j^  j  ^^^     ^  ^ 
tlic  nii;ht  at  difiercnt  obscure  idaces  m  ,            ,   ,.        ,      xu      -it  ^^•      ti      a*  • 
order  to   take   their   depositions ;    and  a^y  relative  to  the  Helliwell  affair 
that   as  soon  as  these  were  delivered,  was  untrue.     I  hired  Dennis  Clark/' 
tlu^  witiu  ^>cs  were,  at  their  own  request^  "  To  blow  up  Helliwell  ?"     "  Yes." 
put  ill  jail  to  pr()tcet  them  from  yXo-  He  is  asked,  *^  Was  not  your  object 

Icnce;  in  which   live  of  them    lay    for  •      j.„it^'   „  x\    n««^i^o    +i»:.    «,«-J.: 

live  month.,  till  the  Trial  came  on.  ^^  talking  to  Crooks  this  morning 
They  rciuired  to  be  assured  of  protee-  to  decide  between  yourselves  how 
tiv)u'  by  till'  Court,  in  the  strongest  and  much  you  should  confess  and  how 
most  soleiiin  manner,  before  they  could  much  you  should  withhold  ?"  "Yes." 
be  bmuul.l  to  speak  out;  and  the  re-  u  What  did  you  agree  to  withhold  V" 
suit  bus  b(Mu,  that  they  must  all  be  ..^^j  i  .  'iuu  1 1  lu  tt 
sent  into  exile  for  life,  as  none  of  them  "Wo  agreed  to  withhold  the  Here- 
could  remain  with  safety  in  this  ford  Street  outrage."  "Who  corn- 
country."  mitted      it?"      "Samuel     Crooks." 

Then  after  a  minute    question    or 

'i'liis;  system,  strengthened  and  ira-  two,    "  Whenever    you     have    any 

prove<l  as  it  would  seem  by  the  in-  shooting    business   to   do,    has   not 

tervening  years  of  experience,  shield-  Crooks    been    the    man    to    whom 

ed  the  murderers  in  Sheffield.   When  you    have    always     intrusted    itV" 

the  wliole  came  to  light,  there  was  a  "Yes."      "How     often     have    you 

frood  deal  of  i)iiblic  censure  on  the  employed   him  to  shoot  for  you  ?'' 

method    1>y    which    the    revelation  "Well — I  do  not  know  of  any  cases 

was   accoinplislied.     Whenever   any  but  those  which  have  been  named.  * 

witness  had,  to  the  satisfaction  of  "  You  do  not  know  of  any  others?" 
the  conimissioners,    made  "a  clean    "No."  "It  is  impossible  that  you  can 

Ineast  of  it,''  he  received  a  certificate  make  lis  believe  that,  if  you  employed 
exemptinjj;  him  from  trial  and  punish-  this  man  to  shoot  Parker,  and  if 
inent  for  tiie   crimes  he  owned  to.    Parker  was  shot,  and  you  paid  him 

The  results  seem  to  have  justified  money  for  shooting  him,  you  cannot 
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hut  know  who  shot  him  ;"  and  this  that  ?"     "  I  am  quite  sure.      Permit 

hrinj^s  out  that  us  there  were  three  me  the  phrase — you  are  quite  off 

in   the  affair,  it  was  not  necessary  the   scent  about  that,   so  far  as  I 

that  tlie   employer   should  be   told  am   concerned."     AVhen  afterwards 

which  of  them   pulled  the   trigpjer.  pressed  hard  about  cases  of  ratteuing 

Then,  as  a  variety  to  the  shootinp:,  — trifles    beyond   his   recollection — 

*'  Have    you    employed    Crooks    in  he  drops  the  remark,   "  AVhat  would 

anything  else   at  any  time  to  your  be  the  use  of  my  keeping  back  these 

knowledge  V     "  I  think  that  he  was  trivial  affairs,  when  tlierc  are  these 

once  employed,  but  1  am  not  certain,  great    affairs    I    have   spoken  of  ?" 

1  really  am  not  certain.     My  impres-  A  remark  by  this  man  so  stained  in 

sion  is,  tliat  he  was  once  employed  what  the  ordinary  world  calls  crime, 

to  blow  up  the  boilers  at  Firth  and  is  curiously  appropriate  to  what  has 

Sons ;    but    I    cannot    be    certain,  been  said  about  the  spirit  of  united 

Somebody    was.     That    is    a   good  action  and    object    deadening    men 

many  years  ago."     This  great  man  to   such   tilings.     lie    confessed   to 

has   had   so  many   pieces   of    state  an  effort  to  fix  one  of  the  outraj^ 

business    on    his     hands     that    he  upon     the     employers,     and     said, 

cannot   recollect   the   particulars   of  "  Yes ;  that  was  used  to  shield  the 

them  all.     lie  is  asked  if  he  could  wrong  that  I  had  done  ;  and  if  you 

recognise  a  letter  as  in  his  hand?  will  ponnit  me  to  make  the  observa- 

He  is  not   sure.     He    changes    his  tion,  I  took  this   view — wrongly,  as 

hand  occasionally.     He  is   shown  a  I  expressed  yesterday,  if  you  will — 

letter   to   Messrs.   Firth   and    Sons,  that    there    being  no   law    for  the 

saw-gi'inders  :     "Gentlemen,  —  The  trades,!  conceived  the  notion  that 

game  works  merrily,  and  we  brush  1  had  a  right  to  take   these  courses 

away  all  obstacles  before  us.     Tf  we  in  the  absence  of  the  law,  and  tliat 

appear  to  be  rather   long  Jibout   it,  the  end  would  justify  the  means.** 
you  see  we  are  none  the  less  sure.        Another    admission  is    still  more 

It  is  your  turn  next,  and  the  man  significant,      interpreting     it    along 

tiiat  hangs  back  will  be  the  first  to  with   the   (piestion,  "  As  a  man  of 

get  it;  and  if  I  but  move  a  finger,  experience,  do  not  you  believe  that 

you  arc  sent  into  eternity  as  sure  as  if  rattening  is  obliged  to  bo  resorted 

fate.     Be     advised,    ancf    take    the  to,  and  unlawful  measures  resorted 

hint  in  time."     "  l)o  von  think  von  to,  the   natural  result  is  that  from 

wrote  that  letter  *r "  **  I  think  1  did."  one  error  you   go  to  another,  and 

'fhen,  after  a  few  discussions  about  tliat  other  outrages  are  necessary  in 

details,    comes   a   general    (piestion.  conserpience  ?"     **  I  am  sorry  to  say 

"  Is  there  any  munler  or  any  blow-  that  it  has  been  the  case  with  me."* 
ing   up  (not  in  your  own  Tnion  only)        This  is  just  the  test  of  the  value 

of  which  you  have  knowledge, besides  and  utility  of  the  new  Act  for  sup- 

those  which  y«>u  have  mentioned  this  j>ressing  the  first  stages  in  the  .shape 

morning  V"  •'  Within  what  period  V"  of  threat  or  annoyance.  Thc^^e  things 

"  Within  ton  years."     **Xo."     *'l)o  have   hitherto   >)een    the    beginning 

vou  know  anything  about  Tvzack's  and  initiatorv  I'ause  of  the  forniida- 

case  V"    *'  No."    *'  Do  vou  not  know  ble  ellcM'ts — the  committing  of  umim- 

thrit  Crooks  shot  at  'J'vzack  V  ''  *'  No,  ing  and  murder,  and  tlie  close  ])ind- 

I    know  nothing  whatever  aljout  it.  ing    together    in    common    acts    of 

Nothing."     **  Are   you    sure    about  otlence,  which  gives  tlie  actors  in  tlio 
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smaller  matters  the  desire  and  the  ascendaDt.  To  bo  bribed  by  high 
facility  to  screen  those  who  go  on  terms  on  the  part  of  the  employer 
to  the  g^-eater.  We  know  that  this  is  in  itself  a  good  thing ;  and  if  his 
nfew  law  has  already  told  on  projects  enemies  then  outbid  the  employer, 
of  coercion.  They  have  been  aban-  this  will  be  a  better  thing.  It  was 
doned  in  favour  of  other  influences,  found,  indeed,  in  the  case  alluded 
and  among  these  one  is  bribery.  In  to,  that  some  who  were  not  very 
one  case  not  very  far  from  our  own  scrupulous  made  a  trade  of  the  affair, 
door,  this  was  carried  to  a  formidable  not  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
extent,  but  then  that  case  was  called  Unionists.  Then  unless  there  bo 
the  head  of  the  position,  and  those  gross  mismanagement  by  the  public 
who  defended  it  had  to  expect  a  authorities,  men  will  no  longer  be 
severe  attack.  It  was  annoying,  no  frightened  away.  Teeth  are  drawn 
doubt,  but  it  did  not  make  a  general  and  claws  pared.  When  violence  ac- 
case  for  the  suppression  of  bribery,  cumulated  from  bustlings  and  throats 
bribery  on  the  one  hand,  assault  or  until  it  reached  maiming  or  murder, 
intimidation  on  the  other — the  two  then  of  course  the  public  took  tho 
stand  at  opposite  logical  poles,  when  alarm,  and  the  law  went  to  work, 
we  consider  that  the  person  to  be  but  found  so  many  difficulties  that 
dealt  with  is  an  enemy.  Giving  it  seldom  reached  the  offender.  And 
your  enemy  a  ten-pound  note  and  if  it  did  reach  him  on  rare  occasions, 
giving  him  a  broken  head  are  two  when  he  had  achieved  that  ultimate 
different  things  so  logically  incon-  grade  in  his  course  of  crime,  what 
sistent  that  not  even  an  Irishman  consolation  was  there  in  that  to  the 
could  count  them  as  equivalents,  poor  man,  who  saw  from  the  begin- 
There  is  this  minor  difference  be-  ning  of  troubles  what  was  to  be  tho 
twecn  them,  that  while  the  break-  end  of  them  ?  It  was  such  a  pros- 
ing of  heads  and  other  like  correc-  pect  as  this  that  frightened  away  the 
tivcs  is  apt  to  increase  with  exercise,  foreign  engineers  who  attempted  to 
the  capacity  for  tho  distribution  of  settle  in  Newcastle.  If  the  execu- 
ten-pound  notes  is  apt  to  decrease,  tive  authorities  of  the  State  do 
and  in  the  end  wear  itself  out.  their  duty,  and  receive  due  public 
Under  this  law,  in  fact,  the  knob-  support,  there  will  be  an  end  to  the 
stick,  or  by  whatever  *' dyslogistic  minor  persecutions  which  accumulate 
term,"  as  Bentham  used  to  say,  he  with  impunity  until  the  ultimate 
be   called,  will   find  his  star  in  Uie  crime  is  perpetrated. 
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